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into  England  of  foreign  pir^Ud  Editions  of  the  works  of  British  authors,  in 
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tions in  the  Handbooks  are  not  to  be  obtained  by  purchase,  and  that  the 
persons  alluded  to  are  not  only  unauthorised  by  him,  but  are  totally  unknown 
to  him.  All  those,  therefore,  who  put  confidence  in  such  promises,  may  rest 
assured  that  they  will  be  defrauded  of  their  money  without  attaining  their 
object.— 185U 
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The  Handbook  for  Switzerland  has  now  reached  the  eleventh  edition,  and 
owes  its  success,  and  the  favour  of  travellers,  and  the  number  of  imitators 
it  has  found  in  France  and  Germany,  to  the  circumstance  that  its  informa- 
tion was  drawn  from  practical  knowledge  of  the  coi^ntry,  gained  on  the 
spot;  and  that  it  was  not  a  mere  compilation  from  other  books.  The 
antlior,  in  the  first  instance  by  his  own  travels  through  the  country,  and 
afterwards  by  the  aid  of  experienced  editors  whom  he  has  called  in  to 
revise  the  book,  has  endeavoured  to  bring  down  the  information  of  every 
edition  to  the  time  of  its  appearance,  taking  note  of  all  changes  and 
improvements  that,  have  pccurred. 

llie  Handbook  was  ike  first  guide  which,  instead  of  stopping  short 
north  df  the  Oreat* Chain,  carried  travellers  down  to  the  more  sunny  and 
beHutiful  peaks  and  valleys  of  the  Italian  *Alps.  It  still  remains  tJte  cnly 
complete  single  Guide-book  for  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  as  well  as  fot 
Switzerland.  These  regions,  previously  a  terra  incognita  to  Englishmen, 
are  now  equally  resorted  to  ana  held  in  as  great  repute  for  the  b^uty  and 
grandeur  of  their  scenery.         ,         ^  ,    .     - 

The  ioutes'in  the  Handbook  have  b^n  rearranged,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  tfavellen-s — all  chanzes  and  improvements  in  roadsj 
railways,  and  steamers  have  been  noticed — and  a  vast  numlier  of  new 
roads  over  little-known  Alpine^ Passes  have  beei}  described  in  the  present 
and  preceding  editions.  *  Plans  of  iiie  principal  towns  are  added.  This 
edition  is  corrected  as  fat  as  possible  up  to  the  time  of  publicatioci,  and 
contains  notices  of  the  railways  which  now  bring  Switzerland  almost^  as  it 
were,  to  our  own  door. 

An  Index  has  l>een  prepared  for  ihe  Swiss  handbook,  independent  of 
the  Section  relating  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont ;  and  as  each  is  furnished 
with  a  map,  the  two  parts  may  be  bound  up  separately  for  convenience, 
without  injuring  the  completeness  of  either. 

Works  of  Reference  on  Switzerland,  Savoy^  and  Piedmont : — 

BrockedoQ — Passes  of  the  Alps,  2  vols.  4to. 

SttUfisure — ^Voyages  dans  les  -Alpes.  *  * 

Forbes,  ProfefiBor — Travels  v^  the  Alps  of  Savoy,  royal  8vo.    Norway.  . 

^ Tout  of  Monl  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa, 

Historv  of  Switzerland,  by  the  U.  K.  S.,  1  vol.   • 

Muller's  History  of  Switzerland  to  1842.     14  vola. 

Tyndall,  Professor — ^The  Glaciers  of  the  Alps. 

Journal  of  the  Alpine  Clab->-Peak^  Passes,  and  Glaciers. 

^or  botanists^  d' A noreville's  Flore  Yallaisanne,  Geneva,  1863. 

Latrobe's  Alpenstock. 
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40  Zenk  to  Laumai,  by  the  THZf^ 

liiberg  —  Lauenen  to  GtMg^ 
by  the  Chrmm     •        •        .137 

41  Pass  of  ih$  SomeitGh—BtMaak 

toSion  .        .        .        .188 

42  ThuntoVeray^bythe^tmnMn- 

ihalf   Saanen,  Chdteau  (TOex^ 
and  Oruyh^;  Pass  of  the 
DmtdaJaman      .        .        .  139 
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53  Lyons,  or  Macon,  to  Qeneaa 
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55  Geneva  to  ViUmmMt  hy  Xmi- 

MRfitf,  Vewxfft  ftnd  CMUm, 
Lake  of  Oeneva  {Saiiway)       .  176 

56  Villeneuve  to  8wn  {Baaway)  .  187 

57  Geneva  to  Martigny,  by  l%o» 

non  and  MeilUrie,  alone  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lake  of 
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U^Domod^Oaaola   •        .        .197 

60  Tjirtman    to    the  iE^;gisch- 
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61  Yieech  to  Crodo  in  Yal  Anti- 

gorio,  by  the  Binnan  Thai     •  205 

62  Bass  of  iha  0Hm— Oberges- 

teln  to  Domo  d'OssoU,  by 
the  Val  Formaxza  {Pommal) 
and  Falls  of  tha  Tbsa     •        .  207 

63  Pass  of  the  Nufenen  (Kovena), 

from  Obergesteln  to  Airolo  .  209 

65  Zilrich  to  Borschach  by  BaU" 

way-^StQall        .        .        ,210 

66  Rorschach  to  Coire,  by  Ragatz 

{Bail.)^Baths  cf  Pfeffera      .212 

67  BragemU} Qoire^hj  VaduM    •  220  I 
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and  Jppenzelly  with  Excur- 
sions to  the  Weis^Hxd^the  WUd- 
kirchlein,  and  the  Hooh  Sentis  221 
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71  WyltoCoire— Thero^^«nfrun7  226 

72  Wesen,  or  Richterschwyl,  to 

Schwyts —  Bmsiedaln —  Mor^ 
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73  Schwyts  to  Glarus,  by  Ifuoffa, 

the  Pragel  Pass,  and  the 
Kldnthal        ....  231 

74  Wesen  to  Olarus  and  the  Baths 

of  Stachelberg        .        .        .234 

75  lluotta  to  Stachelberg,  by  the 

Biaithal,  or  to  Altorf,  by  the 
KwMigKulm         .        .        .238 

76  Stachelberg  to  Altorf,  by  the 

KktuaanPass  .        .        .240 

77  Stachelberg  to  DisanHst  by  the 

SandOrat      .        •        •        .  241. 

78  Stachelberg  to  Brigala,  over 

the  Kistei^rat       .        «        •  242 

79  Glarus    or     Stachelbeiv    to 

Beichenau— £tScA^/i  tskaSeg' 
nea  Paaaas      ....  243. 

80  Glarus  to  Bans,  by  the  Po'     . 

nixar  Pass  .   •        .        .        .  244 

82  Coire,  up  the    Valley  of  the 

Vorder^Bhem,  to  Diaeniis,  and 
across  the  Ober^lp  to  An- 
dermatt        ....  246 

83  Amsteg  to  Disentis,  by  the 

Pass  of  the  Krauxli       .        .  249 

84  Disentis    to  Airolo,  by  the 

Uomo  Pass    ....  251 

85  Pass  of  the  Lukmanier  —  Di- 

sentis to  Oliwme,  in  the  Val 
Blagno 251 

86  Bans  to  Olivone— the  Diarut 

and  Orema    •        •        •        .253 

87  Coire  to  Chiaceimet^Via  Mala 

—Pass  of  the  SplUgen     •        •  254 

88  Andeer  to  Casacoia,  by  the 

Aversthalf  i^W-cufa  and  Sep^ 
timer  Passes  ....  262 

89  Splligen  to  Bans,  by  the  Pass 

of  the  Valserberg^  and  the 
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90  Reichenau  to  Splfigen,  by  the 
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'  Magadmo     .        .         .         .312 

114  Bellinzona  to   Lugano  and 

Como,  by  Monte  Cenere        .  3  lit 

115  Baveno  to  L^ikB  of  Como,  by 

Ifitino  and  Lake  of  Lugano    . 

116  Chiavenna  to  Lecco 

1 17  Arona  to  Varallo  . 

118  Bayeno  to  Varallo,  by  Lake 

of  Orta  or  by  Val  Strona    . 

119  Varallo  to  Alagna—Val  Sesia  329 

121  Vogogna  to  Macugnaga —  Val 

Anzasca       .... 

122  Macugpnaga     to    Visp,    by 

Monte  Moro  and  Saas   . 

123  Varallo  to  Val  Anzasca,  by 

the    Val  Mastalone,   or  by 
Vai  Sermenta 

124  Macugnaga  to  Gressonay,  by 

the  Turlo  and  Col  (TOUen, 
or  by  the  Cd  di  Val  Dob^ 
hia     ,         ,        .        , 

125  Gressonay  to  Ch&tUlon,  by 

the  Col  deRanzola,  or  by  the 
BettaFurca        .        .  .  345 


316 
321 
323 

326 


330 


334 


338 


339 


347 


356 


359 
363 


ROUTE  PAGE 

127  Visp  to  Zermatt^Biffelberg 

— Glacier  Excursions 

128  Zermatt  to  Chdtitlon  or  Gres- 

sonay— St.  Theodule  Pass    . 

129  St.  Nicholas  to  Evoiena,  by 

the    Turtman  Thai  and  the 
'  Einfisch  Thai 

131  Aosta  to  Evolena  and  Sion, 

by  the  Col  de  Cotton     . 

132  Evolena  to  Zermatt»  by  the 

Cold*Erin   ,  .         .  364 

134  Turin  to    Aosta   and    Cout' 

mayeuTf  by  Ivrea — Biella, — 
The  Val  df  Aosta  .        .  366 

135  Martigny  to  Aosta. — Pass  of 

the  Great  St.  Bernard  .        .  376 

136  Mariigny  to  Aosta,  by  the 

Val  de  Bagnes,  the  Col  des 
Fenfires,  and  Val  Pellina     .  384 

137  Martigny  to  Courmayeur  .  388 
A  by  the  Col  de  Ferrex  .  .  388 
B  by  the  Cd  de  la  Fenetre  .  389 
C  by  the  Colde  Serena  .        ,  390 

138  Geneva  to  Cfiamouni      .         .390 

139  Chamouni  to    Courmayeur, 

by  the  Col  du  Bonhomme  and 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne      .        .  405 
141  Chamouni   to  Martigny,  by 

the  Tete  Noire     .        .        .410 

a  3 


LIST  OF  BOUTBS.      THE  ALPS  OF  SAVOY  AND  PISDIIONT. 


BOCTB  PAOS 
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leboarg,bytheCb/d!0FanoiM  454 
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159  Grenoble    to   Brian^on,   by 

Bourg  ifOysans  and  the  Col 
de  LatOaret         •        •        .457 
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168  Digne,  in  the  Valley  of  the 

Durance,  to  Baroelonette,  by 
Cohnar  and  AJos  •        .  477 

169  Barcelonette  to  Briancon,  by 

the  Valley  of  the  Ubaye  and 
St.  Veran     ....  479 

170  Brian9on,  or  Mont  Dauphin, 

to  Grenoble,  by  Vol  Louise 
and  La  Berarde  •        •        •  481 


163 


165 


Gekeral  Index 


483 


(  «  ) 


INTRODUCTORY  INFORMATION. 


i  1.   PA88P0BT8  AND  CUSTOV-HOUSES. 

The  passport  system  is  abolished  in  Bavaria,  Belgium,  Demxuirk,  Holland, 
Fiance,  Italy,  Prussia,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Norway.  In  all  other  European 
countries  it  is  maintained.  Notwithstanding  this  no  English  traveller 
should  venture  abroad  for  a  journey  of  any  length  without  a  passport  as  a 
proof  of  his  nationality.  He  may  otherwise  be  marched  under  arrest,  for 
miles  along  a  hot,  dusty  road,  to  some  Sous  PrefHt's  residence,  under  the 
suspicion  of  his  not  being  an  Englishman  at  all.  A  passport  can  be  procured 
at  the  Foreign-Office,  Downing  Street,  by  leaving  or  sending  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  any  M.P.,  or  London  banker,  magistrate,  clergyman, 
solicitor,  or  surgeon,  and  calling  or  sending  tlie  next  day  for  the  passport, 
for  which  a  fee  of  2s.  is  charged.  Persons  intending  to  enter  the  Austrian 
States  should  obtain  the  visa  of  the  Austrian  ambos^or  in  London,  which 
is  gi^en  gratis  at  Cbandoe  House,  Cavendish  Square. 

The  traveller  should  take  care  to  procure  all  the  visas  he  is  even  likely 
to  want  before  he  leaves  London,  as  he  thereby  saves  himself  much  trouble 
and  annoyance.  Those  who  have  not  time  or  a  servant  at  their  disposal 
should  forward  their  letters  of  recommendation  to  Lee,  440,  Strand,  or  to 
Dorrell  and  Son,  15,  Charing  Cross,  who  for  a  small  charge  will  procure 
the  passports  and  visas,  and  will  also  mount  the  passport  in  a  case, 
which  some  travellers  prefer.  For  further  information  see  Handbook 
for  the  Continent,  or  Handbook  for  France, 

CuBt(ym'houses, — ^The  Swiss  now  levy  import-dues  only  on  a  few  bulky 
articles,  and  no  examination  of  passengers*  luggage  is  made  on  entering  or 
leaving  the  country.  Examinations  are  made  on  entering  France,  Italy, 
Austria,  or  the  German  States. 

§  2.  BOUTES  TO  SwiTZERLAin) — SKELETON  TOUBS. 

There  are  now  several  routes  by  which  Switzerland  may  be  very  speedily 
reached  from  London : — 

a.  By  Basle. 
h.  By  Friedrichshafen. 
c.  By  NeuchateL 
dL  By  Geneva. 

a,  Basle  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Basle  (railway  by  Troyes,  13^ 

hours  ;  by  Strasbourg  17  hours). 
London  to  Mayenoe  by  Dover,  Ostend,  and  Rhine  Bailway,  25}  hours  ; 

Mayence  to  jBasle  (railway)  9  hours.  Or 
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London  to  Cologne  by  Antwerp,  28  hours ;  Cologne  to  Frankfbrt 
(steamer  and  railway),  15  hours  ;  Frankfort  to  iStsle  (railway),  8.^ 
hours  (or  through  to  Ztirich,  11  hours). 
A  cheaper  but  slower  route  is  by  Rotterdam  and  the  Rhine. 

From  Basle  the  traveller  may  go- 
To  Lucerne  (railway). 
To  Berne  (railway). 
To  Zttrich  (railway). 
To  Geneva  by  Bienne,  Neuch&tel,  Lausanne,   &o.    (railways    and 

steamCT^. 
To  Scha£Fhausen  (railway). 
To  Ck>nstance  (railway  and  steamer). 

h,  Friedbichshafen  may  be  reached — 

.  London  to  Mayence,  25J  hours  ;  Mayence  to  Friedrichshafen,  12  hours. 

London  to  Paris,  1 1  hours  ;  Paris  to  Friedrichshafen,  by  Forbach  and 

Ludwigshafen,  25^  hours.    This  is  a  very  pleasant  way  of  enterine 

Switzerland.    From  Friedrichshafen  the  traveller  may  go  to  Zttrich 

by  Bomanshorn  (steamer  and  railway),  or  to  Coire  by  raUway. 

c.  Nkuchatel  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours ;  Paris  to  Salins  by  Dijon,  9  hours  ;  Salins 
to  Neuchfttel,  about  50  miles,  by  rail  all  the  way.  This  is  the  most 
direct  and  quickest  route  to  Switzerland, 

d,  Geneva  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Geneva  by  Macon  (railway), 
14^  hours, 
a  or  5  will  be  adopted  by  those  who  wish  to  visit  first  Lucerne  or  the 
Bernese  Oberland ;  d  by  those  who  aim  at  Ghamouni  and  Zermatt. 

The  traveller  with  his  knapsack  who  requires  no  more  than  a  night's 
lodging  at  Paris  may  drive  at  once  to  one  of  the  inns  opposite  the  terminus 
of  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  TEst ;  whence  he  will  have  to  start  in  the  morning, 
if  he  travels  by  routes  a,  c,  or  d. 

For  the  guidance  of  travellers,  skeleton  tours  are  here  given,  adapted 
to  the  convenience  and  taste  of  persons  of  difiFerent  degrees  of  bodily 
strength,  and  using  different  modes  of  conveyance. 

The  two  first  tours  are  tolerably  complete ;  other  tours  are  framed  so 
as  to  show  what  may  be  done  within  a  given  time ;  but  no  sounder  advice 
can  be  given  to  those  who  desire  real  and  thorough  enjoyment  in  tra- 
velling than  carefully  to  abstain  from  doing  all  that  can  be  done  in  the 
time  at  their  disposal.  The  grandest  scenes  of  nature  cannot  be  fully 
apprehended  at  a  glance,  and  the  impression  which  will  be  retained  of 
sublime  objects  seen  repeatedly,  and  under  varying  conditions  of  weather 
and  light,  will  be  far  more  prized  than  the  crowd  of  imperfect  images  that 
can  alone  be  carried  away  by  a  weary  traveller  in  the  course  of  an  always 
hurried  advance  from  one  place  to  another. 

Each  traveller  must,  however,  decide  for  himself  the  spots  in  which  he 
may  choose  to  halt,  and  the  following  outlines  may  conveniently  be  used 
for  any  portion  of  the  alpine  chain  which  it  is  desired  to  explore.  The 
difficult  passes  are  not  included,  as  those  who  are  able  to  cross  them  ought 
to  be  prepared  by  previous  training  and  knowledge  of  the  country. 
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A. — ^TouB  FOR  Pebsoks  who  do  not  bide:  about  six  weeks  of  easy 
travelling.  Those  portions  which  cannot  be  traversed  in  a  carriage 
are  marked  as  Char-road.  A  few  easy  excursions,  which  may  be 
aooomplishcd  in  a  chaise  ajporteur,  are  given  in  italics. 


Basle. 

Munsterthal. 

Bienne. 

Weissenstein, 

Looeme. 

Weggis,  by  steamer. 

Ascend  Highi,  and  return, 

Fluelen,  by  steamer. 

Drive  to  Altori^  and  return, 

Loceme,  by  steamer. 

Than,  by  Entlebuch. 

Interlaken,  by  steamer. 

Laaterfoninnen,  and  thence  to  Grin- 
delwald,  by  char ;  returning  to  In- 
terlaken. 

Brienz,  by  steamer. 

B^chenbach,  by  char. 

Visii  Gie^cK,  and  return  to  Inter- 
laken. 

Thnn. 

Bern. 

Freyburg. 

Laasanne. 

Geneva. 

SaUenches. 

Chamouni,  by  char. 

Montanvert, 

Flegere» 

Betum  to  Geneva. 

Vevay,  by  steamer. 


Chillon.    (Hotel  Byron.) 
Bex.    (Making  an  excursion  by  char 
'to  Sepey,  in  the  Yal  des  Ormonds, 

and  returning  to  the  high  road  at 

Aigle. 
Sierre,  by  Martigny  and  Sion. 
Excursion  by  char  to  the  Baths  of 

Leak,  and  return  to  high  road. 
Brieg. 

Domo  d'  Ossola,  by  Simplon. 
Baveno. 

Borromean  Islands. 
Luino,  by  boat. 
Lugano. 
Boat  to  Porlezza;  thence  by  char  to 

Menaggio,    and    by  boat   to   Va- 

renna  or  Bellagio. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  by  Splugen. 
Coire. 
Sargans,  visiting    on    the 

Baths  of  Pfe£fers. 
Wallenstadt. 
Wesen. 
Carriage     to     Rapperschwyl,     and 

steamer  on  Lake  of  Zurich. 
Schaftliausen. 
Constance. 
Friedrichshafen,  by  steamer. 


way 


the 


B. — ^The  foregoing  Eoute  may  be  varied  by  going  at  first  from  Basle 

to  Ziiiich  by  Railway. 


Horgen,  Zug,  and  Immensee. 

Axaul  the  Bight  and  descend  to  Weggis. 

Fluelen,  by  steamer. 

Laceme. 

Samen,  &c.,  by  the  Bnmig :  carriage 

road  to  Keichenbach  and  Brientz 

(Qiesbach  by  boat). 


Interlaken. 

Lauterbrunnen  and  Grindelwald,  re« 

turning  to 
Interlaken. 

(Thun,  &c,  as  in  preceding  route.) 


JUT 


I  2. — SKBLETON  TOOBS, 


C. — ^RouTB  BT  Bridle-paths  and  Gabbiaob-boass,  indudfng  most  of 
the  remarkable  Boenery  of  the  Central  Alps.  Three  months.  It  is 
assumed  that  wherever  there  is  a  good  carriage-road  it  should  be  used. 
A  few  excursions  on  foot  are  given  in  italics. 

*  Matmarh  or  SaoM^  by  th$  Mowte  Moro. 

Sion. 

EToleoa. 


Basle  to  Lucerne,  bj  Bailway;  or  bjr 

Schaffbausen  and  Zurich. 
Ascend  the  Bijn  from  Arth  or  Im- 


Bigi  firom  Artfe  or 

menace. 
Descend  to  Weggia. 
Betum  to  Lucerne. — Mount  Pilate, 
By  Stanz  to  Engelberg-, 
By  Surenen  Pass  to  Altdorf. 
By  Andermatt  to  HospitaL 
Pass  of  the  Furca  to  the  OrimaeL 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

the  Aar. 
Baths  of  Reichenbach. 
Pass  of  the  Scheideck. 
Paulhom. 
Grindelwald. 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

Grindelwald. 
Wengem  Alp  to  Lauterbrunnen. 
Murren  and  Fall  of  Schmadribcush. 
Interlaken. 
Excursion  to  the  Giesbach,  and  back. 

— ^Wimmis  and  ascent  of  Niesen. 
Thun. 

Saanen,  by  the  Simmenthal. 
Vevey,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 
Chillon,  &c, 
Lausanne. 
Geneva. 

Excursion  to  the  Sal^ve. 
Sallenches. 
Chamouni. 
Montantert* 

Martigny. 

Orsi^res. 

Cormayeur,  by  Col  de  Ferret. 

Ascait  of  ih9  Uramont, 

Aosta. 

Excursion  to  the  Hospice  of  the  St. 

Bernard,  and  return. 
Chitillon. 
St  Jean  de    Gressooay,   by  Brus- 

sone. 
Hollia,  by  RItb  and  the  Col  di  Ya) 

Dobbia. 
VaraUo. 
Orta. 

Excursion  to  the  Motterone. 
Yanzone  in  the  Yal  ,An»ssra,  by  Yo- 

gogpa. 
Jiacugnaga, 


St.  Luc,  in  Einfisdk  Thai. 

Gruben,  in  Turtman  Thai. 

St.  NiUaus. 

Zennatt. 

Riffelberg  and  Gomer  Qrat. 

Atcmt  to  Schwarxt  See  and  H9mli, 

Yisp,  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

Bel  Alp. 

.^ggischhom  Hotel. 

Ascend  the  AeggiechKom, 

Brieg. 

Domo  d'Ossda,  by  Simeon. 

Baveno. 

Borromean  Isles. 

Lnino. 

LuganOw 

Excursion  to  Monte  Salvatore. 

By  Poiiezza  and  Mensfgio  to  Bel* 

lagio,  on  the  Lake  of  Como. 
Yarenna. 

Lecco,  by  the  Yal  Sassina. 
Como,  by  Erba. 
Colico,  by  steamer. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  bySpliieen. 
Coire,  by  Via  2&U. 
Ragats  and  Pfeflers. 
Wesen,  by  Wallenstadt. 
Stachelberg. 

Altdorf,  by  Elausen  Pass. 
Schwyti. 

Ghurus,  by  Muotta  ThaL 
St.  Gall. 
Rorschach. 
Friedrichshafen. 

^^  • 

*  Those  who  fear  to  undertake  the 
Pass  of  the  Moro  may  vary  the  route 
by  returning  from  Macugnaga  to  Yo* 
gogna,  pro(»eding  thence  by  steamer 
on  the  Lago  Mamore  to  Locarno  or 
Magadino,  and  tnence  br  Bellinaona 
and  Airolo  over  the  Nfirenen  Pass  to 
Obergesteln  in  the  TTnper  Yidais. 
From  Obergesteln  to  the  JEgpach' 
horn,  thence  to  Zermatt,  retummg  to 
Yisp  and  Brieg,  and  thence  by  the 
Simplon  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  above 
route  would  be  r^oined  at  Baveno. 


§  2«— BEELBTON  T0UB8. 


D.— TouB  OF  14  oti  16  Days,  Laid  traveUing  and  fine  weather. 


1 


'i 


Sehaffliaiuen. 

Rhine  FalL 

Zurich.    Or 

Friedriehshafen. 

Romanshom. 

Znff.    Or 
(Bade, 
llfiiceme. 
2Rigi 
QjAltorC 
(Andennatt. 

4  GrimseL 

5  Beiehenbach  and  Sosenlani. 

6  By  GrindelwaldtoWengeni  Alp. 


7  By  Lanterbmiineii  and  Intorlaken 

toFrCtigeiL 

8  By  Oemmi  to  Leukerbad. 

9  Martigny  and  Col  de  Balme. 
10) 

ll>Chamonni 
12) 

13  Genera. 

14  Tour  of  the  Lake  to  Lansanne. 

15  Bern. 

16  Basle. 

3,  4,  and  5  may  be  shortened  to  one 
day  by  crossing  the  Briinig  to  Mey- 
ringen* 


E. — ^TouB  FOB  MoDSBATE  Pedbstbiaks,  keeping  to  the  higher  parte  of 
the  Swiss  and  Savoy  Alps.  It  is  assumed  that  some  days  of  rest  should 
be  allowed  to  intervene,  and  that  the  passes  or  ascents  marked  in  italics 
should  not  be  attempted  except  in  settled  fine  weather,  and  with  ex- 
perienced guides. 


1  Friedrichshafen   by    steamer   to 

Rorschach;  thence  by  rail  to 
Rafatz;  visit  Pfaffers;  sleep  at 
Coire. 

2  Diligence  to  Lenz,  walk  over  the 

Albula  Pass  to  Fonte;  sleep  at 
Samaden. 

3  Visit     Rosegg     or    Mortiratsch 

Glacier;  sleep  at  Pontresina. 

4  Ascend  the  Fiz  Lcmguard. 

5  To  Casaccia,  by  Maloya  Pass. 

6  Andeer,  by  I'oTcella   Pass    and 

Avers  Thai. 

7  Via  Mala  to  Reichenau  or  FHms. 

8  To  Elm,  by  Segnes  Pass. 

9  Baths   of  Stachelbeig,    by    the 

Richetli  Pass. 

10  Excursion  to  Sand  Alp. 

11  Klauaen  Pass  to  Altorf. 

12  Surenen  Pass  to  Enselberg. 

13  Aseend  the  Itt/«s,  and  sleep  at  the 

Imi  on  the  Engstlen  Al^ 

14  To  Im  Hof,and  Grimsel  Hospice. 
15\Sidelhom  and  Oberaar  Glacier. 
16/Glacier  of  the  Rhone. 

17  StnMeck  Pass  to  Grindelwald. 

18  Inn  on  the  Wengem  Alp. 

19  By  liauterbrannen  to  the  dUilet 

of  the  Steinberg  Alp. 

20  To  Kandersteg,  by  the  TfoMngel 

Qiaaitr  and  Gaaterm  2W. 


Dijt. 

21  Baths  of  Leak,  by  Gemmi  Pass. 

22  Ascend  the  Tbrrenthom. 

23  By  Viesch,  or  by  the  Lotschsattel^ 

to  Hotel  on  the  iEjgrischhom. 
24)iE:ggi8chhom,   Aletsch    Glader, 
25)  &c 

26  To  Saas,  by  Viesch  and  Visp. 

27  Excursion  to  Fee  Alp;  sleep  at 

Matmark. 

28  Macugnaga  by  Monte  Moro. 

29  Excursion  to  Macugnaga  Glacier. 

30  Sleep  at  Vansone. 

31  Varallo,  by  Val  Mastalone. 

32  Alagna. 

S3  Exc.  toPfleAJpandValdiBonrs. 

34  Gressoney,  by  Col  d'Ollen  or  Col 

di  Val  Dobbia. 

35  Ascend  the  Qrauihaupt, 

36  Breuil,  ky  the  Cimes  Blanchee,  or  in 

two  days  by  Brussone  and  Ch&- 
tillon. 

37  ToBiffe\hwgKQtei,byth9XU)dide 

Pass. 
38) 

39  [Excursions  about  Zermatt 
40) 

41  Sleep  at  St  Nicolas. 

42  By  TurtmanthcU  and  Meiden  Pass  to 

43  Arpitetta  Alp  and  ZinaL 

44  Evolena,  by  Torrent  Pass. 


XtI  §   3.— SWISS  HONET.      §  4.-^— ^EASURES. 


Days.  I  DayB. 

45  Col  de  CoUon  to  Preraym^  51 )  Breven. 

46  Yalpellina  to  Aosta. 

47  Cormayeur. 

48  Ascend  the  Qramont, 
49)  To  Chamouni,  by  Ool  de  Bon- 
50  j  homme,  &o. 


52|/ariih. 

From  10  to  14  days  additional 
should  be  allowed  for  rest  and  de- 
tention hj  bad  weather. 


§  3.  MONET. 

The  coinage  of  Switzerland,  by  a  decree  of  the  Diet  of  1850,  has  been 
reduced  to  conformity  with  that  of  France.  The  current  money  is  francs 
and  centimes,  and  accounts  are  now  kept  in  these,  the  old  Swiss  batz  being 
no  longer  a  legal  tender.  This  new  and  uniform  coinage  for  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  is  distinguished  by  the  word  Helvetia  on  the  obverse,  and  is 
amongst  the  best  in  Europe. 

The  silver  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5  francs,  2  francs,  1  franc,  and  ^ 
franc  (50  centimes).  The  small  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5,  10,  and  20 
centimes,  struck  in  base  metal,  and  easier  to  carry  than  t>ench  or  English 
copper.  Centimes  are  sometimes  called  rappen.  llie  old  batz  was  worth 
15  centimes.    The  old  or  Swiss  franc  was  a  French  franc  and  a  half. 

Previously  to  this  salutary  change  there  was  hardly  a  country  in  Europe 
which  had  so  complicated  a  currency  as  Switzerland.  Almost  every  canton 
had  a  coinage  of  its  own,  and  those  coins  that  were  current  in  one  canton 
would  not  pass  in  the  next ;  and  as  a  change  is  contemplated  in  England, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that,  within  six  months  after  the  new  system 
was  introduced,  all  trace  of  the  old  denominations  was  gone,  except  that  the 
expression  "  franc  de  France,"  instead  of  "  franc,"  was  common.  In  re- 
mote districts  the  children  begging  screamed  for  centimes  as  if  they  had 
^ever  heard  of  any  other  coin. 

French  Napoleons  and  francs,  current  all  over  Switzerland,  are  the  best 
money  the  traveller  can  take  with  him  ;  but  English  sovereigns  and  bank- 
notes are  usually  taken  at  inns  throughout  Switzerland  and  on  the  Italian 
lakes,  at  a  value  of  25  francs. 

A  very  safe  method  of  taking  money  is  by  circular  notes  issued  by 
Coutts  &  Co.,  Herries  &  Co.,  the  London  and  Westminster  Bank,  and  other 
banks,  payable  at  all  the  large  towns  in  Europe.  They  may  be  procured 
for  any  sum  from  101,  upwards. 

The  coinage  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  is  the  same  as  that  of  France ; 
but  the  old  coinage  of  Piedmont,  and  Austrian  zwanzigers,  are  still  in  cir- 
culation in  the  remoter  districts. 

$   4.   MEASURES. — ^DISTANCES. — ELECTBTO  TELEGBAPH  8TSTEH. 

In  1848  by  the  New  Federal  Constitution  it  was  decreed  that  the  Stms 

foot  should  consist  of  30  centimetres,  or  -ftths  of  a  French  metre : — tht^t 

16,000  of  these  feet,  or  4800  metres,  should  go  to  a  Swiss  league  ss  2  Eng. 

miles,  7  fUrlongs,  190  yards  =  2-983  Eng.  miles : — 23^;.  Swiss  leagues 

to  a  degree.    A  Swiss  post  is  3  Swiss  leagues  =  9  Eng.  miles,  nearly. 

Upon  this  authentic  basis  the  measurement  of  distances  on  the  roads  of 
Switzerland  has  been  commenced,  and  league-posts  have  been  partially 
erected. 

On  most  maps  the  heights  above  the  sea-level  are  indicated  in  Pieds  de 
Paris,  or  Old  French  feet. 


§  4.— IIBASUBEB — ^DISTAKC^. 


ixrii 


I.  m%tre  •    •    •  s 

1  kilometer .    •  s 

1  Old  Praich  foot  = 

1  French  league  = 

1  Swis  league  •  = 

Old  Swiaa  stande  = 

1  Swias  arpent  .  = 

1  Swiaa  pound  .  = 

1  PiednMHit  mile  = 

1  Genooan  mile  •  s 


3-281 
0-621 
066 
485 
983 


1 
2 
2 


3-28 
0-89 


1 
1 

4 


102 
503 
602 


Eng.  feet 
Eng.  mile 
Eog.  foot 
Eog.  milea 
Eng.  milea 
Eng.  milea 
Eng.acrea 
lb.  aToixxL 
Eng.  mile 
Eng.  milea 


s  3  feet  3  inchea,  nearly. 

=  3-5tha  or  5-8th8  of  a'  mile,  nearly. 

=  1  foot  1  inch,  nearly, 

=  2^  milea,  nearly. 

=  3  milea,  nearly. 

=s  8^  milea,  nearly. 

=  9-lOtha  of  an  acre,  nearly. 

=  ^  Fr.  kilog.  =  1  lb.  1  oz.,  nearly. 

=s  l-k  mile  and  57  yarda. 

s  4^  milea,  nearly.  . 

Meatures. 


M«Cr«a  to  Eogttah  Feet 


Mitrea. 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Ei^UabFeet 


J 


Aocorate. 

3*2809 
5618 
8427 
1236 
4045 
6854 
9663 
2472 
5281 


6 
9 
13 
16 
19 
22 
26 
29 


Appiroz. 

6| 

9f 

13 

16| 

19J 

23 

26| 

29| 


Ftench  Feet  to  EngUeb  Feet 


Fteoch 
Feet 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


EngliahFeet 


Aoc«rato. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


0658 
-1315 
•1973 
•2631 
•3288 
-8946 
•4604 
'5261 
'5919 


Ai^prox. 
1 
2 
3  • 

7J 
H 


An  approximate  way  of  reducing  French  ft.  to  English  ft.  is  to  add  ifii. 


KUomdCres*  to  EafUah  Mllea. 


Kikmitfe. 


Tgngitah 

Milea. 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 


Kilometre. 


igliab 
Uiea. 


Engliah 
Mil 


Centlnibtrea  to  Indiea. 


Genii- 
milres. 


8 
9 
10 
20 
30 
40 
50 


Approx. 
5 

5* 

6 
12t 
18t 
24| 
31 


1 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Incbea. 


Aocorate. 
•394 
•788 
181 
575 
969 
362 
756 
150 
-543 


1- 
1' 
1- 
2' 
2- 
3- 
3 


Approx. 

1 

1 
1} 

2 

2i 
2| 

3 
8i 


LeagueatoMUe^ 


League. 


1  French  league 
1  Swiaa  league 
1  Swiaa  atande 
1  Swiaa  poat 


English  Milea. 


Aocunte. 
2-485 
2*983 
3-28 
8  Swiaa  leagues 


Approx. 

3 

3i 
9 


Square  Meaiore. 


1  Swiaa  arpsnt 
1  hectare 


Acrea. 


Aocnrato. 
0-89 
•27456 


Approx. 


•  1  kllomitre  »  4  llailoDgB  ais  yaida  1  toot  11  Inchea. 


KvHi 

§  4.— DisTAsaai — ELUcrrBio  teleobaph. 

Tmoptnion. 

TanveDUnre. 

Fahr. 

OeoL 

Reuunur. 

Fabr. 

Gent 

BcMumir. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

212 

100 

80 

80 

26*7 

21*3 

200 

93*3 

74-7 

70 

21*1 

18-9 

150 

65-6 

52-4 

80 

15'6 

12-4 

140 

60-0 

48-0 

50 

10*0 

8*0 

130 

54-4 

43-6 

40 

4-4 

3-6 

180 

48*9 

39-1 

30 

-   1-1 

-   6-9 

110 

43-3 

34-7 

20 

-  6-7 

-  5-3 

100 

87-8 

30*2 

10 

-12*2 

-  9-8 

90 

32*2 

25-8 

0 

-17-8 

-14-2 

The  distances  in  this  work  have  been  reduced  to  English  miles,  which 
are  always  to  be  understood  wherever  the  word  mQe  alone  is  used. 

To  calculate  the  distance  along  the  mountain-paths  is  almost  hopeless. 
In  this  worky  therefore,  the  distances  along  the  mountain-paths  have  been 
reckoned  as  the  natives  reckon  them,  in  hours,  meaning  thereby  the  dis- 
tance which  a  mule  with  an  ordinary  load  usually  travels  in  an  hour ;  and 
this  is  to  be  understood  whenever  the  word  hour  alone  is  used. 

The  hour  of  course  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  very 
steep  aacenta  it  does  not  exceed  2  miles,  in  lesser  acclivities  2^  miles ;  but 
on  the  mountains  it  is  never  more  than  2^  miles.  It  has  been  ascertained 
by  «a  experienced  Alpine  travellw  that  to  clear  2  miles  an  hour  up  a 
steep  moimtain  requires  very  good  walking.  An  active  walker  will  gain 
6  or  10  minutes  an  hour  on  mules  during  an  ascent,  and  still  more  on  the 
descent ;  but  persons  not  accustomed  to  exertion,  or  unused  to  mountain 
work,  will  find  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  mules  when  the  ascent 
is  steep.  The  mules  are  nearly  as  long  on  the  descent  as  on  the  ascent ; 
and  therefore  no  difference  is  made  in  the  ordinary  reckoning  of  distances 
whether  the  path  be  up  or  down  hilL  It  may  be  noted  once  for  all,  that, 
when  nothing  to  the  contrary  is  stated  in  the  text,  the  time  given  in  the 
following  pages  for  going  from  one  place  to  ftnother  by  a  mountain  path 
may  be  reduced  by  one-fifth  in  the  case  of  active  pedestriana  who  are  able 
to  maintain  their  pace  throughout  the  entire  distanoe^ 

The  sudden  and  almost  simultaneous  establishmenit  of  the  eltctrie 
telegraph  along  all  the  great  high  roads  of  the  coimtry  was  veiy  remark- 
able. There  is  now  scarcely  a  second-rate  town  or  village  that  is  not  thus 
connected ;  and  from  any  of  them  a  messi^  not  exceeding  20  words  can 
be  sent  for  the  emaU  charge  of  one  franc  to  any  part  ii  Switzerland. 
Luxurious  or  anxious  travellers  can  thus,  before  starling  in  the  morning, 
secure  quarters  for  the  night,  or  even  order  their  dinner  beforehand.  The 
mode  of  arranging  the  wire  is  excessively  primitive  and  economical,  but 
seems  to  be  effectual.  It  la  stated  that  the  insulation  of  the  virea  is  not 
affected  by  their  beinff  cohered  with  snow,  and  in  many  instances  they  are 
in  contact  with  the  fc^age  of  trees. — It  is  singular  and  striking  to  see  the 
telegraphic  wires  stretched  from  rock  to  rode  along  the  pathless  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Lucerne^  and  BmmountiQg  the  ste^  ascmt  and  gloomy  aoU- 


§  5. — K0DE8  or  T&AYKLLIirfi! — ^POSTIITO.  xix 

tades  of  the  Ghies  and  other  Alpine  Passes.    The  oentral  o£5oe  of  the 
Telegraph  is  at  Berne. 

Fceial  Begtdaiions : — A  ttniform  postage  of  10  c.  for  letters  below  10 
snunmes,  if  not  prepaid  15  eeots.  For  distances  within  2  leagues  5  o.  For 
letters  and  parcels  not  exceeding  250  gr.  (i  lb.)  20  c. 


f  5.  MODES  OF  TBAVKLLnrO  IN  HWITZEBLAKD.— P08TINO. 

The  means  of  travelling  in  Switzerland  have  been  greatly  improved  and 
increased  within  the  last  30  years.  The  high  ros^  are  excellent,  and 
those  over  the  Alps  are  marvels  of  engineering  skill.  Where  railways 
are  not  made,  diligences  run ;  and  since  1823,  when  the  first  experiment 
with  steam  was  made  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  every  one  of  uie  large 
lakes  is  navigated  by  steamboats. 

Posting  is  much  more  commonlv  resorted  to  by  travellers  in  Switzerland 
since  the  Federal  Government  adopted  in  1852  a  general  and  uniform 
system  of  Posting  (Extrapoet),  which  has  been  intnxluced  into  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  all  the  great  roads  are  now  supplied  with  post-horses, 
except  where  the  railways  nave  been  completed.  There  is  still  however 
difficulty  in  posting  into  Italy,  except  over  the  St  Gotthard ;  and  in  Savoy. 
Full  information  respecting  the  posting  system  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Official  Swiss  Post  Book  (Tart/ Suisse  de  la  Poste  aucc  Chevaux),  or  the 
smaller  Extra  P<mt  Tar^^  which  every  traveller  ought  to  procure  on 
entering  Switzerland. 

Hones  are  charged  4  fr.  each  per  post  of  9  miles.  PottJxiy's  pay,  according 
to  tariff,  is  1  fr.  50  c.  for  1  or  2  horses ;  2  fr.  for  3  horses ;  2  fr.  50  c.  for  4 
horses  per  post ;  but  if  he  behaves  well  it  is  usual  to  give  him  4  fr.  or  the 
price  of  a  horse :  price  for  Carriage^  when  furnished,  2  fr.  per  poet. 

The  horses  and  harness  are  generally  good;  the  postboys  tolerably 
skilful,  but  they  get  over  Hie  ground  very  slowly.  The  regulation  pace  is 
a  post  in  1  bour  30  min.,  or  6  miles  an  hour,  and  is  not  often  exceeded. 
Upon  certain  stipes  up  hill  the  tariff  compels  you  to  take  an  extra  horse, 
or  leader  (renfart),  or  to  pay  for  it  if  not  taken,  sometimes  with  very  little 
apparent  reason.  There  is  very  little  trouble  in  posting ;  the  prices  are 
fixed,  and  the  postboy*s  pay  is  included. 

Since  the  extension  of  railways,  it  has  become  very  unusual  to  bring  a 
carriage  from  England,  and  sudk  a  thing  as  a  regular  travelling*<»rriage  is 
seldom  seen  in  Switzerland.  Those  who  wish  to  be  luxurious,  and  do  not 
mind  the  expense  and  in  many  instances  the  inconvenience  of  having  a 
carriage  attached  to  them,  may  hire  a  carriage  for  the  journey  at  Geneva, 
Zarich,  Lucerne,  or  occasionally  at  other  towns  in  Switzerland. 

In  hiring  a  Swiss  carriage  for  the  journey  let  the  traveller  ascertain, 
before  he  concludes  the  bargain,  under  what  class  the  vehicle  would  be 
ranged  bv  the  posting  laws,  and  what  number  of  horses  will  be  required 
to  anw  it. 

It  is  a  great  convenience  in  Switzerland  for  a  solitary  traveller  that  he 
may  post  in  a  car  with  one  hane^  the  charges  being  per  post — ^for  1  horse, 
4  fr. ;  car,  2  fr. ;  postboy,  1  fr.  60  c. ;  but  an  extra  trinsgeld  is  expected. 

Tdb  for  the  roads  and  bridges  are  abolished  throughout  Switzerland, 
and  the  owners  indenmified. 
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§  6,   DIUGENCES — ^LUGGAGE. 

Well-appointed  Diligences^  though  not  yery  fast,  ranning  at  oonyenient 
hours  ana  very  moderate  fares,  now  traverse  almost  every  road  in  Switzer- 
land daily.  Tlie  result  is,  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  persons  travel 
by  them  in  preference  to  the  v<nturier^s  carriage,  whose  prices  are  also  kept 
down  by  the  competition  of  the  diligences.  The  serious  objection  is,  that, 
except  from  the  coup6,  very  little  of  the  beauty  of  the  country  is  seen  by 
those  who  travel  by  them. 

They  belong  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  managed  by  persons  officially 
appointed,  and  are  attached  to  the  post-office,  as  in  Germany,  conformably 
with  an  enactment  of  the  new  Swiss  Constitution  of  1848.  A  list  of 
diligences,  &o.  (Kursanzeiger,  Indicateur  des  Services  Suisses),  is  to  be 
bought  at  the  offices  for  a  few  sous.  The  places  are  numbered,  and  all 
bag^e  exceediug  a  certain  fixed  weight  is  charged  extra,  and  often  greatly 
increases  the  expense  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  which  is  one  reasAi 
among  many  why  travellers  should  reduce  their  baggage  to  the  smallest; 
possible  compass.  The  public  conveyances  are  now  quite  as  well  organised  ■ 
as  in  Germany. 
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The  oonductoni,  especially  with  a  small  additional  fee,  are  generally 
civil ;  the  clerks,  &c.,  at  the  diligence  offices  are  occasionally  insolent  and 
disobliging.  The  diligences,  as  in  France,  are  horsed  with  the  post-horses, 
and  go  from  the  same  offices,  so  that  there  is  no  remedy  in  the  case  of 
annoyance  or  incivility  except  to  take  a  voitnrier. 

There  is  a  very  convenient  plan  adopted  as  to  places.  The  diligence 
offices  will  book  any  number  of  passengers  up  to  a  certain  hour.  When 
the  time  for  starting  arrives,  all  the  luggage  and  as  many  passengers  as 
the  vehicle  will  hold  are  put  into  the  diligence,  which  is  far  superior  to 
the  French  diligence,  and  the  rest  of  the  passengers  are  sent  by  other 
carriages,  called  "supplements,"  or  **  beiwi^en,"  of  which  there  are  often 
3  or  4.  It  is  the  fasnion  to  object  to  supplements ;  but  if  there  is  a  party 
of  4  or  5,  they  can  generally  get  a  supplement  to  themselves,  and  travel 
very  comfortably,  except  that  the  supplement  is  usually  changed  at  every 
st^e.  Unless  at  the  place  from  which  the  diligence  starts,  it  is  useless 
to  take  places  for  the  coup^,  for  at  the  intermediate  stations  the  coup^  is 
often  found  full,  and  the  traveller  proceeds  in  a  supplement.  The  pace 
along  level  ground  never  exceeds  6  miles  an  hour ;  at  the  smallest 
symptom  of  a  hill  this  falls  to  a  walk :  down  hill  they  occasionally  go 
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rather  faster ;  and  to  those  who  have  not  become  hardened  bv  nse  it  Is 
rather  a  nenrous  thing  to  see  the  heavy  diligence  torn  round  the  comers 
of  the  zigzags  in  the  fitoe  of  precipices,  with  the  reins  of  the  6  horses 
flying  loose,  and  the  horses  apparently  under  no  control.  The  horses 
however  know  the  road,  and,  except  in  snow,  an  accident  is  seldom 
heard  of. 

The  conductor's  fee  and  the  postilion's  trinkgeld  are  included  in  the  fare. 

Travellers  in  Switzerland  will  frequently  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  public  conveyances  to  forward  their  luggage  from  one  place  to  another, 
while  they  are  making  pedestrian  excursions  among  the  mountains.  In 
such  cases,  they  have  only  to  book  their  packages  at  the  coach-office,  after 
carefully  addressing  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  entering  a  specification  of 
their  value  in  a  printed  form.  They  will  then  receive  a  receipt,  and  the 
article  will  be  forwarded  and  taken  care  of  until  claimed. 

In  making  application  for  packages  so  consigned,  as  well  as  for  letters  at 
the  postpoffice,  the  Englishman  ediould  present  his  name  printed  or  very 
legibly  written,  as  our  pronunciation  is  frequently  unintelligible  to  foreigners, 
and  without  this  precaution  the  applicant  may  be  told  that  his  luggage 
has  not  arrived,  when  in  reality  it  is  all  the  while  lying  in  the  depdt.  The 
traveller  may  also  request  to  look  over  the  packages  in  search  of  his  own. 

Unhappily  complaints  are  numerous  of  luggage  being  oi:ened  in  transitu 
or  in  d^tf  aod  of  articles  being  purloined  from  it. 

Many  complaints  are  made  as  to  the  carelessness  of  the  officials  in  Swiss 
BDst-offices,  even  in  the  large  towns,  and  many  persons  find  it  expedient 
to  have  their  letters  addressed  to  the  care  of  a  banker  or  a  well-known 
hotel'keeper. 

§  7.  TommiEB  OB  lohkkctsoheb-— chabs-X-bako. 

The  excellently  organised  systems  of  posting  end  public  conveyances 
introduced  since  1849,  which  place  Switzerland  on  a  par  with  any  country  of 
the  continentr— render  travelers  in  a  great  degree  independent  of  the  voi- 
turier,  or  lohnkutscher,  or  vetturino — whom  formerly  tiiey  were  obliged  to 
engage  as  soon  as  thev  crossed  the  Swiss  frontier. 

The  Railway  termmi  are  the  head-quarters  of  the  voituriers ;  at  all  of 
them  there  are  many  persons  who  keep  job-horses  for  hire,  and  will  either 
conduct  the  traveller  themselves,  or  send  coachmen  in  their  employ. 
Betum  horses  and  carria*^es  are  sometimes  to  be  met  with,  and  the  tra- 
veller may  save  some  expense  by  availing  himself  of  them. 

Before  making  an  engagement,  it  is  prudent  to  consult  the  landlord  of 
the  inn,  or  some  other  respectable  inhabitant,  to  recommend  a  person  of 
approved  character  to  be  employed.  As  there  are  many  very  roguish 
voituriers,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  traveller  on  all  occasions,  such 
a  recommendation  will  be  a  guarantee,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  good  be- 
haviour. The  landlord  should  be  referred  to  apart,  not  in  presence  of  the 
coachman,  nor,  indeed,  with  his  cognizance.  Besides  ascertaining  that 
the  voiturier  is  a  respectable  man,  that  his  horses  are  good,  and  his  carriage 
(when  a  carriage  is  also  required)  is  clean  and  stout,  it  is  desirable  in 
many  cases  that  he  should  speak  French  as  well  as  German,  and,  in  all, 
that  he  be  acquainted  with  the  roads  to  be  traversed.  If  the  carriage  is 
hired  for  a  complete  tour,  the  engagement  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
not  be  made  for  any  specific  time,  at  least  not  for  a  long  period,  until  man 
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and  Iranes  baTe  been  tried  and  have  given  satisfaction.  It  is  better  to 
take  bim  on  from  day  to  day,  boldmg  out  the  prospect  of  his  being 
ccmtinned  if  he  behaves  well.  It  shoukl  be  dearly  understood  whether 
the  well-mannered  individual  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  carriage  and 
makes  the  baigun  with  you,  will  or  will  not  oe  the  driver,  otherwise  he 
may  hand  you  over  to  the  charge  of  a  subordinate.  ^ 

The  usual  chai^  per  diem  is  15  francs,  and  1  franc  trinkgeld  or  bonne- 
main,  for  a  one-hone  vehicle ;  25  francs,  and  2  francs  trinkgeld,  for  a  pair- 
horse  vehicle ;  and  so  on.  In  the  height  of  the  season  it  is  from  3  to  5 
francs  a-day  more,  and  over  the  great  passes  it  is  higher  still. 

If  the  carriage  is  discharged  at  a  distance  from  home,  back-fare  will  be 
demanded. 

For  this  consideration  the  coachman  keeps  himself  and  his  horses,  sup- 
ply]]^ fresh  ones  if  his  own  fall  ill  or  lame ;  he  ought  also  to  pay  all  tolls, 
and  the  charge  for  leaders  (vorspann)  to  drag  the  carriage  up  steep  ascents. 
These  two  last  conditions,  however,  are  not  always  acceded  to,  and  these 
chaiges  often  fall  upon  the  master. 

It  is  advisable,  before  settins  out  on  a  long  tour,  to  have  an  agreement 
in  writing  drawn  up.  (See  Forms  of  Contract  in  Murray's  *  Handbook 
of  Travel  Talk.') 

It  is,  however,  now  become  unusual  to  engage  a  voiturier  except  for  a 
particular  journey  of  two  or  thiee  days.  Without  troubling  the  traveller 
with  the  complications  of  back-fares,  A^c,  the  rate  may  be  r^oned  in  the 
season  for  a  good  carriage  and  pair  at  about  40  fr.  a-day  over  the  more 
level  parts,  and  60  fr.  a-day  over  the  great  passes,  all  charges,  back-fare, 
vorspann,  bonnemain,  &c.,  included.  A  return  voiturier  will  t^e  one-half 
or  two-thirds  of  these  prices. 

The  usual  rate  of  travelling  is  from  10  to  15  leagues,  32  to  46  miles 
a-day,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  about  5  miles  an  hour.  Whilst  on  the 
road  the  voiturier  goes  as  fast  as  the  diligence  or  post-horses,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  halt  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  about  two  hours,  to  rest  the 
horses ;  and  the  distances  which  one  pair  of  horses  will  achieve  by  means 
of  walking  up  the  smallest  ascents,  and  using  the  break  skilfully  on  all 
descents,  are  incredible. 

Throughout  Switzerland,  one-hone  edUches,  or  chaises,  evMp&nner^  are 
becoming  common,  instead  of  chars-krbanc,  and  may  be  hired  at  every  inn. 
They  hold  comfortably  2  or  3  persons,  and  are  furnished  with  a  hood 
affording  shelter  from  rain,  while  not  shutting  out  the  view.  In  front 
there  is  a  board  for  the  driver.  They  go  at  a  rate  of  5  or  6  m.  an  hour, 
except  on  very  hilly  roads.  The  fare  is  about  1  franc  an  English  mile  ; 
and  the  driver  receives  1  fr.  trinkgeld  for  8  or  10  miles.  The  luggage 
may  be  attached  behind  on  springs. 

The  char-a-banc,  the  national  carriage  of  French  Switzerland,  is  nearly 
obsolete.  It  may  be  described  as  the  body  of  a  gig,  or  a  bench,  as  its 
name  implies,  placed  sideways  upon  four  wheels,  surrounded  by  leather 
curtains  made  to  draw,  whence  it  has  been  compared  to  a  four-post  bedstead 
on  wheels.  It  is  a  very  stnMig  and  light  vehicle,  capable  of  carrying  two 
penons,  or  three  at  a  pinch,  and  will  go  on  roads  where  no  other  species 
of  carri^e  could  venture.  It  is  convenient,  from  being  so  low  that  one 
can  jump  in  or  alight  without  stopping  the  horse,  while  it  is  going  on  ;  but 
it  is  very  jolting. 
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§  8.     RAILWAYS. 

Down  to  the  year  1855  tbe  only  railway  in  S^vitzerland  was  a  short 
line  from  Ziirich  to  Baden,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reason 
of  this  was  not,  as  generally  8up]X)8ed,  the  extreme  natural  difficulties  of 
the  country,  Switzerland  being  in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  passes 
through  the  central  mountains  of  the  Alps  and  the  Jura,  not  a  very  diffi* 
cult  country.  The  lowlands,  or  parts  round  Berne,  Aarau,  KeuchSLtelf 
Lausanne,  &c.,  are  not  worse  than  many  parts  of  the  south  of  England ; 
and  by  means  of  the  valleys  of  the  Bhine  and  the  Hhone,  railways  can 
penetrate  deep  into  the  Alps  with  remarkable  ease.  Ihe  real  difficulty 
consisted  in  the  extraordinary  and  incredible  jealousies  between  not  only 
the  different  cantons,  but  the  different  communes  or  parishes,  and  the  legal 
difficulties  in  obtaining  the  land.  A  change  of  government,  however, 
having  taken  place  in  1848,  a  system  of  railways  was  planned  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  has  been  partially  carried  into  execu- 
tion, many  of  the  lines  being  executed  by  English  engineers  and  with 
English  capital. 

1.  ITie  Centred  Swiss  HaHway,  from  Basle  through  the  Unter-Hauen- 
stein  to  Olten,  and  thence  to  Berne  and  Thun,  with  branches  to  Soleure  and 
Bienne,  Lucerne  and  Aarau,  open. 

2.  Vie  North-Eastern  BaUway^  from  Romanshom  on  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance to  Zurich,  and  thence  to  Aarau  on  the  Central  Railway,  open. 

3.  From  Basle,  along  the  N.  bank,  or  Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  to 
Waldshut  and  Schaffhausen ;  continued  to  Constance — the  BheinfaU  RaU-- 
way,  from  SchafThausen  to  Winterthur  and  Ziirich, 

i.  The  United  Swiss,  from  Coire  (with  hopes  of  a  tunnel  through  the 
Alps  at  some  future  time)  to  Rorschach  on  the  lake  of  Constance,  open  ; 
with  branches  :  a. — from  Sargans,  along  the  side  of  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt,  to  Rapperschwyl  and  Ziirich  ;  h, — from  Rorschach,  by  St.  Gall  and 
Winterthur,  to  Ziirich  ;  and  c. — from  Wesen  to  Glarus.  The  main  line  has 
been  executed  by  Mr.  Pickering,  an  English  engineer.  The  neighbouring 
districts  have  been  minutely  surveyed  in  order  to  ascertain  the  best  place  for 
the  tunnel  through  the  Alps  ;  and  it  is  announced  that  the  Lukmanier  pass 
}ias  been  finally  selected.  It  will  require  a  tunnel  15  miles  long.  Ko  pass 
lias  been  discovered  less  than  6200  feet  high ;  and  independently  of  the 
difficulty  of  surmounting  that  height,  instead  of  tunnelling  the  ridge,  the 
railway  would  be  then  impassable  on  account  of  the  snow  during  many 
fnonths  of  the  year.  Places  have  been  found  in  which  a  sliorter  tunnel 
would  be  sufficient,  but  at  such  a  depth  that  no  shafts  could  be  obtained, 
the  advantage  of  this  pass  being  that  many  shafts  can  be  sunk  at  an 
average  depth  of  200  yards.  By  means  of  the  proposed  tunnel,  the  summit 
level  would  be  about  5000  feet. 

6.  17m  Western  Hailway,  from  Bienne,  by  Neuchfttel  and  Yverdun,  to 
Morgies  and  Lausanne,  and  thence  to  Geneva,  open.  From  Lausanne  to 
Villencuve,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  towards 
the  Simplon,  is  open  to  Sion  (in  progress  to  Brieg). 

6.  From  Pontarlier,  on  the  French  frontier,  by  Salins,  to  Neuchfttel 
(shortest  way  to  Switzerland),  connecting  branches  from  Neuchfitel  to 
Chaux  de  Fonds  and  Locle,  and  from  Keuchatel  to  Paris,  through  Ddle. 
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7.  The  Ltgne  ^lialie  to  oonnecfc  Geneva  with  the  Simplon  Pass  by  the 
S.  nde  of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  section  from  Bouveret,  on  the  lake,  by 
St.  Maurice,  to  Sion  in  the  Valais,  is  alone  open  at  present  (1865). 

8.  Railway  from  Berne  to  Fribourg  and  Lausanne. 

9.  Railways  are  also  open  from  Lyons  and  Macon  to  Geneva. 

The  earthworks  on  the  United  Swiss  line  were  made,  under  English 
engineers  and  foremen,  by  Piedmontese  navvies,  the  Swiss  not  being  found 
suitable  for  the  work.  These  Piedmontese  are  said  to  be  powerful  men,  and 
to  work  as  hard,  though  not  so  skilfully,  as  the  English  navvy,  living  at 
the  same  time  upon  very  poor  food,  and  saving  the  greatest  part  of  their 


The  luggage  arrangements  on  the  Swiss  railways  are  if  possible  more 
inconvenient  than  on  the  French  or  German  railways ;  and  there  is  a 
system  of  extortion  for  conveyance  to  and  from  the  stations  which  the 
traveller  should  be  on  his  guard  against. 

The  Swiss  railway  carriages  are  generally  on  the  American  model,  with 
crass  seats  and  a  passage  down  the  middle. 


{9.  QUIBBS — F0BTEB8. 

Ouides  hy  prqfesaian  abound  in  Switzerland;  several  of  the  guides  of 
Chamouni  and  the  Bernese  Oberland  have  acquired  a  wide-spread  and  well- 
earned  reputation.  Those  who  have  earned  a  character  for  especial  skill 
and  intrepidity  in  difficult  and  dangerous  expeditions  in  the  higher  Alps  are 
usually  engaged  during  the  entire  season  by  members  of  the  Alpine  Club 
or  other  adveuturous  travellers.  In  general,  the  practice  of  taking  the 
same  guide  for  an  entire  tour  is  becoming  more  and  more  common  amongst 
Alpine  travellers,  and  in  this  way  many  have  acquired  local  knowledge  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  Alphine  chain.  Thus  guides  may  be  con- 
sidered in  two  capacities,  GeneiwAnd  Local, 

Qenend  Ouides  are  to  be  found  at  Chamouni,  Grindelwald,  Interlaken, 
and  also  at  Ziirich,  Lucerne,  Berne,  &c. ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  a  hsA  plan 
for  an  inexperi^iced  traveller  or  party  to  engage  one  of  them  for  the  tour, 
even  though  he  should  not  have  sufficient  Knowledge  to  act  as  guide 
over  mountain-passes  beyond  his  own  peculiar  district.  He  makes 
himself  useful,  not  only  in  pointing  out  the  way,  but  in  acting  as 
interpreter  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  coimtry,  and 
also  in  relieving  the  traveller  of  the  weight  of  his  knapsack  or  travelling- 
bag,  and  in  fact  acts  as  courier^  but  at  a  far  cheaper  rate,  and  generally 
with  more  honesty.  Such  a  guide  should  not,  as  a  general  rule,  be 
engaged  without  the  recommendation  of  an  innkeeper  or  other  respectable 
person,  and  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  traveller  is  to  be 
free  to  discharge  him  whenever  he  pleases,  paying  his  expenses  home,  or  a 
day's  pay  for  each  day's  journey  to  be  made  on  foot. 

Load  Ouides  are  as  a  general  rule  indispensable  in  ascending  very 
lofty  mountains,  in  exploring  glaciers,  and  in  crossing  the  minor  passes 
of  the  Alps,  not  traversed  by  highroads,  but  by  mere  bridle  or  foot 
paths,  rarely  used,  and  in  many  places  not  distinctlv  marked,  or 
confounded  with  innumerable  tracks  of  cattle.  Nevertheless,  travellers 
.    [Amis.]  b 
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having  a  good  knowledge  of  Genxum,  in  addition  to  some  experience 
of  mountain  jonmeys,  and  proyided  with  a  good  map,  may  cross 
some  of  these  passes  slone  with  impunity;  bat  there  are  others,  such 
ss  the  Bonhomme,  Mont  Cervin,  Monte  Moio,  &c.,  whidi  no  one  would 
he  justified  in  attempting  without  a  guide.  When  snow  is  threatening 
to  fall,  or  after  a  snow-storm  has  covered  the  path  and  obliterated  the 
footstefis  of  preceding  treYellers,  a  guide  may  be  required  in  situations 
where,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  presence  might  be  dispensed  with. 
Of  course,  in  clear  weather,  and  over  passes  not  crossing  snow  or  glaciers, 
a  guide  is  no  more  needed  than  he  would  be  in  any  strange  country,  ex- 
cept that  on  the  high  mountains  there  is  no  one  of  whom  to  inquire  the 
way,  and  that  a  mistake  of  the  path  might  involve  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  sleeping  out  on  the  mountain.  A  traveller  of  some  experience  is 
of  opinion  that  upon  an  average,  without  a  guide,  1  mile  in  10  will  be  lost 
in  mistakes  of  the  way,  even  by  practised  mountaineers.  No  one,  however, 
without  thorough  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  high  Alps,  should  be 
foolish  enough  to  trust  himself  over  ice^or  snow  without  a  guide.  It  is 
enirely  a  new  world ;  and  when  the  slightest  check  occurs,  an  inexperienced 
person  is  utterly  at  a  loss.  He  does  not  know  what  ice  will  bear  him,  where 
the  crevasses  run,  where  avalanches  fall,  or  where  the  safe  track  is  likely  to 
be ;  and  with  the  best  ordinary  judgment,  is  quite  as  likely  to  run  into  danger 
as  to  avoid  it.  One  goldenj  rule  to  those  who  take  no  guide  is,  always  to 
leave  two  or  three  good  hours  of  dayli^t  as  a  margin  beyond  the  utmost 
time  which  the  route  is  calculated  to  occupy.  Another  excellent  role  is, 
never  take  a  short  cut  upon  your  own  judgment.  It  is  firequently  wrong 
to  cut  off  the  most  apparent  zigzag ;  but  the  villagers  will  often,  for  a  few 
sous,  show  wonderfully  short  cuts. 

In  the  eastern  parts  of  Switzerland,  where  there  are  no  professional 
guides,  the  traveller  is  often  obliged  to  place  himself  in  the  hands  of  some 
peasant  or  cowherd,  whose  sole  knowledge  of  a  pass  lies,  perhaps,  in  his 
having  crossed  it  once  or  twice,  perhaps,  many  years  before.  This  de- 
mands additional  caution. 

The  established  rate  of  hire  is  6  F.  francs  a-day,  and  in  the  Oberland 
1  fr.  bonnemain ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  there  will  be  a  claim  for  money 
to  return,  if  dismissed  at  a  distance  from  home,  unless  the  employer  find 
him  a  fresh  master  to  take  back.  For  this  sum  the  guide  provides  for 
himself,  and  is  expected  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  domestic  towards 
his  employer.  A  first-rate  guide  is  usually  paid  8  or  10  francs  a-day,  with 
additional  sums  of  20  francs  for  each  of  the  higher  passes  or  more  difficult 
ascents. 

The  guides  at  Chamouni  form  a  corporation,  and  are  subject  to  a  number 
of  stringent  rules  as  to  their  employment,  of  which  travellers  and  the  best 
guides  complain  much.  A  monopoly  has  also  been  established  in  the 
Oberland,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  In  the  Lower  Yalais 
it  is  a  punishable  offence  for  any  one,  not  a  professed  guide,  to  carry  a 
traveller's  luggage ! ! 

For  the  most  part,  the  guides  may  be  said  to  be  obliging,  intelligent, 
and  hard-working  men.  Few  who  have  employed  them  cannot  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  tact,  in  moments  of  danger — in 
the  difficult  pass,  in  the  midst  of  the  snow-storm,  or  among  the  gaping 
clefts  of  the  glaciers.    It  is  in  such  situations  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
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mountains,  their  experience  of  the  weather,  their  strong  arm  and  steady 
foot,  are  fully  appreciated.  The  traveller  should  always  follow  the  guide 
in  crossing  glaciers,  and,  in  going  oyer  tracts  covered  with  sdow,  should 
allow  him  to  choose  what  his  experience  teaches  to  be  the  safest  path. 

A  little  civility  and  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  employer — the  offer  of 
a  cigar  from  the  traveller's  own  case,  or  a  glass  of  brandy  from  his  private 
flask — will  rarely  be  thrown  away ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce assiduity  and  communicativeness  on  the  part  of  the  guide.  Many  of 
them  are  fine  and  athletic  men,  and  to  carry  for  8  or  10  hours  a-day,  and 
for  a  distance  of  25  or  30  m.,  a  load  of  30  or  40  lbs.  weight  is  made  light 
of  by  them. 

Some  travellers  content  themselves  with  a  mere  porter  to  carry  their 
baggage  for  them.  Such  a  man  is  paid  less  than  the  professional  guides ; 
3  or  4  fr.  a-day  will  suffice  for  him.  Those  who  travel  in  chars  or  on 
horseback  will  find  that  the  driver,  or  the  man  who  accompanies  the  horse, 
will  render  unnecessary  the  employment  of  any  other  person  in  that 
capacity.  At  Chamouni,  however,  the  guides  must  be  hired  distinct  from 
the  mules.  When  the  travelling  party  includes  ladies  unaccustomed  to 
mountain-work,  a  guide  is  required  to  attend  on  each,  to  lead  down  the 
horses  where  the  path  is  steep,  and  to  lend  their  arms  to  the  fair  travellers 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require  them  to  dismount  and  proceed  od 
foot. 

In  making  purchases,  as  in  the  choice  of  inns,  travellers  should  be 
cautious  of  following  blindly  the  advice  of  the  guide,  who  too  often  regards 
the  percentage  offered  or  the  quantity  of  liquor  supplied  to  him  more 
than  the  interest  of  his  employer. 


S  10.  H0B8E8  AND  MULES. — CHAIBE8-1-P0BTEUB8. 

Previous  to  1800,  or  even  later,  until  Napoleon  commenced  the  magnifi- 
cent carriage-roads  over  the  Alps,  which  will  assist  in  immortalising  his 
name,  the  only  mode  of  conveying  either  passengers  or  goods  across  them 
was  on  the  back  of  men,  or  of  horses  or  mules.  Even  now,  upon  all  the 
minor  passes,  the  entire  traffic  is  carried  on  by  the  same  means.  In  other 
instances,  where  the  beauties  of  scenery  attract  an  influx  of  strangers, 
mules  are  kept  for  their  conveyance,  even  where  they  are  not  required 
for  the  transport  of  merchandise. 

Tlie  customary  hire  of  a  horse  or  mule  throughout  Switzerland,  gene- 
rally fixed  by  a  printed  tariff,  amounts  to  9  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  to 
the  man  who  takes  care  of  it ;  at  Chamouni  it  is  6  fr.,  but  there  a  guide 
must  also  be  taken.  Back-fare  must  be  paid  if  the  animals  are  dismissed 
at  a  distance  from  home,  and  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day  that  they  can- 
not return  before  night. 

The  ponies  that  are  used  in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  on  the  Bigi,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Switzerland,  are  clever  animals,  that  will  carry  you  up  and 
down  ascents  perfectly  iinpracticable  to  horses  unused  to  the  mountains ;  but 
they  are  perhaps  excelled  by  the  mules  of  Chamouni  and  other  parts  of  Savoy. 
Of  these  the  sagacity,  strength,  and  sureness  of  foot  are  really  wonderful. 
^^^  62 
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The  paths  which  they  ascend  or  descend  with  ease  are  steeper  than  any 
staircase,  sometimes  with  ledges  of  rock,  2  or  3  ft.  high,  instead  of  steps. 
Sometimes  they  are  covered  with  hroken  fragments,  between  which  the  beasts 
must  pick  their  way,  at  the  risk  of  breaking  their  legs ;  at  others  they  tra- 
verse a  narrow  ledge  of  the  mountain,  with  an  abyss  on  one  side  and  a  wall 
of  rock  on  the  other.  In  such  dangerous  passes  the  caution  of  the  animal 
is  very  remarkable ;  he  needs  no  rein  to  guide  him,  but  will  pick  his  own 
way,  and  find  out  the  best  path  far  better  than  his  rider  can  direct  him  ; 
and,  in  such  circumstances,  it  is  safer  to  let  the  reins  hang  loose,  and  trust 
entirely  to  his  sagacity,  than  to  perplex  him  by  checking  him  with  the 
curb,  at  a  moment  when,  by  confusing  the  animal,  there  will  be  risk  of  his 
losing  his  footing,  and  perhaps  tumbling  headlong.  The  rider  who  mounts 
a  mule  or  mountain-horse  must  give  up  his  preconceived  notions  of  riding, 
and  let  the  reins  hang  absolutely  loose,  otherwise  he  is  in  danger.  There 
are  very  few  instances  of  accidents  from  the  falling  of  the  animals ;  the 
only  instance  within  the  writer's  knowledge  happened  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  a  great  horseman,  and  no  doubt  attempted  to  interfere  with  his 
mule.  Those  who  are  incredulous  on  this  point  should  recollect  that  the 
horses  constantly  traverse  the  .same  paths  in  perfect  safety  with  heavy 
loads  on  their  backs,  and  no  man  near  enough  to  interfere  with  them. 
Descending  the  passes  on  horseback  is  very  disagreeable,  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  and  the  rider  should  always  dismount  when  requested  to  do  so 
by  the  guide.  In  fact,  those  who  can  walk  at  all  should,  if  they  have 
not  too  much  luggage,  only  hire  the  horses  to  the  head  of  the  pass,  as 
they  will  be  of  very  little  use  on  the  descent.  Each  saddle  has  a  flap  or 
pillion  attached,  on  which  a  knapsack  or  carpet-bag  not  weighing  more 
than  about  30  lbs.  may  be  carried.  A  portmanteau  requires  an  extra 
mule.  Side-saddles  are  now  to  be  found  wherever  there  are  inns  and 
segular  mules  or  horses. 

.  A  tariff  of  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  horses  in  most  places  is  in  the 
Indicateur,  p.  108. 

Those  who  are  unable  or  too  infirm  to  ride  or  walk  may  be  carried  over 
the  motmtains  in  a  "  chalse4i-porteur  *'  (Gkrm.  Tragsessel;  It.  Portantina), 
which  is  nothing  more  than  an  arm-chair  carried  upon  poles  by  two  bearers 
m  the  manner  of  a  sedan.  In  the  Bernese  Oberland  two  bearers  will  fre- 
quently undertake  to  carry  a  lady  of  light  weight  for  many  successive  days 
over  the  ordinary  passes ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  two,  but  in  some  places 
fbur  extra  bearers  must  be  taken  to  relieve  by  turns,  and  each  man  expects 
6  fr.  a-^y,  and  3  fr.  for  each  day  of  return.  This  is  said  to  be  a  very 
uncomfortable  mode  of  locomotion. 


$  11.  SWISS  INNS. 

Switzerland  is  well  provided  with  excellent  inns.  The  great  annual  influx 
of  strangers  into  the  ooimtry  is  of  the  same  importance  to  Switzerland  that 
some  additional  branch  of  industry  or  commerce  would  be,  and  renders  the 
profession  of  host  most  lucrative.  Many  of  the  Swiss  innkeepers  are  very 
.wealthy ;  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  they  appear  to  be  the  only  wealthy 
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inhabitants.  It  is  not  nncommon  to  find  an  individual  in  this  capacity  who 
is  magistrate,  and  it  has  happened  that  they  are  persons  of  such  influence 
in  their  canton  or  commune  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  redress  against 
them  for  an  injury  or  act  of  insolence,  owing  either  to  the  interest  they 
jMssess  with  the  courts,  or  to  their  being  absolutely  themselves  the  justices. 
As  a  gteneral  rule,  however,  they  are  very  respectable  men,  and  no  difficulties 
with  them  arise. 

The  approach  to  one  of  the  first-rate  hotels  in  the  large  towns,  in  the 
height  of  summer,  exhibits  rather  a  characteristic  spectacle.  The  street 
before  it  is  usually  filled  with  several  rows  of  vehicles  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
dirty  and  rickety  cal^he  of  the  German  voiturier,  to  the  neat  chariot  of 
the  English  peer,  and  the  less  elegant,  but  equally  imposing,  equipage  of 
the  Kussian  prince.  Before  the  doorway  is  invariably  grouped  a  crowd  of 
loitering  guides,  servants,  and  couriers,  of  all  nations  and  languages, 
and  two  or  three  knots  of  postilions  and  coachmen  on  the  look-out  for 
employment. 

Couriers,  voituriers,  guides,  and  boatmen  are  apt  sometimes  to  sell  their 
employers  to  the  innkeepers  for  a  gratuity,  so  that  travellers  should  not 
always  implicitly  follow  the  recommendations  of  such  persons  regarding 
inns ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  list  of  inns,  drawn  up  with  much  care, 
and  given  in  this  book,  has  rendered  the  traveller  of  late  years  more  inde- 
pendent of  their  recommendations.  I1ie  innkeepers,  were  formerly  very 
much  at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  persons,  who  invariably  fare  sumptuously 
and  certainly  not  at  their  own  expense ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens 
that  the  attendance  which  ought  to  be  bestowed  ou  the  master  is  showered 
upon  his  menials.  The  inns  recommended  here  are  from  the  best  in- 
formation that  the  editor  can  procure,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  informa- 
tion must  be,  with  very  few  exceptions,  eight  or  nine  months  old  at  the 
latest,  and  that  in  many  instances  it  must  be  much  older,  and  in  ihe 
interval  the  landlord  may  have  been  changed,  or  may  have  become  more 
careful  from  adversity,  or  careless  from  prosperity,  and  the  inn  may  be 
completely  altered.  In  the  following  pages  the  inns  which  are  believed 
by  the  editor  to  be  best  in  any  town  are  mentioned  first. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  wants,  tastes,  and 
habits  of  the  English  are  more  carefully  and  successfully  studied  in  the 
Swiss  inns  than  even  in  those  of  Geimany.  At  most  of  the  large  inns, 
in  addition  to  the  1  o*clock  dinner,  there  is  a  late  taUe-d^hdte  dinner 
at  4  or  5  o'clock ;  and  tea  may  always  be  had  tolerably  good ;  but, 
unexpectedly  in  this  land  of  milk,  cream  is  rarely  to  be  had  with  it. 
Several  wealthy  innkeepers  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  build  English 
ehapds  for  their  guests,  as  an  inducement  to  English  tmvellers  to  pass 
the  Sunday  with  them.  Cleanliness  is  to  be  met  with  almost  everywhere, 
until  you  reach  the  S.  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  the  approach  to  Italy. 
In  canton  Bern,  in  particular,  the  inns,  even  in  the  small  and  remote 
vill^es,  are  patterns  of  neatness,  such  as  even  fastidious  travellers  may 
be  contented  with.  Still  in  many  instances,  even  in  first-class  inns,  the 
houses  are  deficient  in  proper  drainage  and  ventilation,  and  the  passages 
and  staircases  are  unwholesome  and  offensive  from  bad  smells.  Care 
ihould  be  taken  to  impress  on  the  landlords  how  disgusting  and  in- 
tolerable is  such  a  nuisance  to  En<]^1i6h  ideas. 

The  practice  is  now  general  of  the  waiter  rushing  into  your  room  before 
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you  and  lighting  the  wax  candles  without  oonsulting  yon.  If  a  traveller 
proposes  sitting  up  some  hours,  he  may  not  object  to  this  ;  but  it  is  very 
different  when,  at  10  or  11  o'clock,  you  retire  to  bed,  to  deep,  and  the 
infliction  of  a  charge  for  wax  candles,  under  such  circumstances,  can  be 
looked  on  only  as  an  imposition. 

The  following  list  of  usual  Charges  will  serve  to  guide  travellers,  and 
may  protect  them  from  extortion  and  imposition  on  the  part  of  those 
inuKeepera  or  couriers  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  them. 


List  of  Charges  of  the  first-class  Swiss  Hotels, 

Vt.tt.  c 
Tea  or  oofiee,  morning  or  evening,  with  bread,  bntter,  and  honey 

(eges  and  meat  charged  separately)  .         .         .         .         •       1    50 

Difcto  in  private,  each  person  charged  extra  •         •         •         •      0    50 

Deleuner  ^  la  fourchette  (teble  d'hote) 2    50 

Table  d'hote  at  1  (without  vin  ordinaire)     ••••.30 

Ditto  ditto,  at  5         .         .  ^ 4      0 

Dinner  in  private  (commande  iL  I'avance  dans  la  salle  k  maoger)  .50 
Servants,  dmner  or  supper,  1  fr.  50  c ;  breakfost  or  tea,  1  fr. 

Bougie 10 

Demi-bougie     • •••050 

Lampe  de  nuit •         •         .      0    50 

Bain  de  pied,  chaud  on  froid  (unreasonable,  but  usual)  •  .  •  0  50 
Servants  (service  de  Fhotel),  par  jour  par  personne  •  •  •  1  0 
From  large  families,  who  make  some  stay,  so  much  is  not  expected. 

The  charges  for  Booms  vary  according  to  their  situation  on  the  lower 
floors,  and  the  views  they  command  ;  but  the  best  suite  of  apartments,  in 
first-rate  inns,  ought  not  to  exceed  4  to  6  fr.  a-day  for  a  sitting-room  or 
salon,  and  3  fr.  for  each  bed.  The  SaUe»<t-manger  in  the  larger  Swiss 
inns  are  handsome,  clean,  and  airy  apartments.  Smoking  is  not  allowed 
in  them,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and  of  a  higher  charge  being  made 
for  meals  in  private  rooms,  many  more  persons  take  brealsJast,  tea,  and 
supper  than  in  the  German  inns,  and  the  society  is  more  select  than  in 
France  or  Germany,  and  may  be  enjoyed  in  comfort,  the  guests  being 
almost  exclusively  tourists. 

A  party  of  3  or  4  persons  staying  a  week  or  more,  even  in  a  first-rate  hotel, 
should  not  pay  more  than  8  or  9  fr.  each,  board  and  lodging,  including 
servants,  per  diem.  At  Interlaken  the  charge  for  good  board  and  lodging 
is  not  more  than  6  fr.  a-day ;  and  at  some  of  the  baths  near  Bex  not  more 
than  4^  fr.  a-day  for  those  who  remain  some  weeks.  At  some  of  the  small 
inns  in  remote  valleys  the  charges  are  absurdly  low ;  but  occasionally  the 
landlords  in  such  places  charge  as  high  as  in  first-rate  hotels  in  large 
towns.  Such  attempts  at  imposition  may  be  best  resisted  by  threatening 
to  inform  other  travellers. 

English  travellers  halting  at  an  Jnn  about  mid-day  to  rest  their  horses, 
if  there  be  no  table-d'hdte  at  12  or  1,  should  order  a  d^jefhier  a  la  fourchette 
(gabel  friihstuck),  for  which  they  will  be  charged  1^  or  2  fr.  per  head.  If 
they  order  dinner,  they  will  be  charged  3  or  4  fr.  for  the  very  same  food. 
Similarly,  when  arriving  at  an  inn  in  the  evening,  tea^  with  cdtelettes  de 
mouton,  or  bifteck  aux  ].x)mmes  de  terre,  will  replace  dinner  satisfactorily 
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and  eoonomically.    One  fr.  a-day  is  usually  given  to  the  servants,  and  is 

almost  always  added  in  the  bill.    This  includes  all  the  servants  except  the 

porter,  who  expects  something  extra. 

French  is  almost  invariably  spoken  at  the  inns,  even  in  the  German 

cantons,  except  in  remote  parts,  as  in  the  side  valleys  of  the  Orisons. 

Nevertheless,  the  German  language  is  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  the 

traveller.     English  is  spoken  in  the  large  hotels. 

Swiss  inns  tukve,  in  general,  the  reputation  of  being  expensive,  and  the 

innkeepers  of  being  extortionate  ;  of  late  years,  however,  great  improve- 
ment has  taken  place.  A  recent  journey  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
oonntry  has  scarcely  afforded  an  instance  of  either ;  but,  where  such  cases 
Lave  occurred,  notice  has  been  taken  of  them  in  the  following  pages.  At 
minor  and  remote  inns,  manceuvres  are  sometimes  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  detaining  the  guests. 

It  is  often  supposed,  and  perhaps  correctly,  that  two  sets  of  charges  are 
made — one  for  natives,  or  Germans,  and  another  for  the  English  ;  on  the 
principle  that  the  latter  have  both  longer  purses  and  more  numerous  wants^ 
and  are  more  difficult  to  serve. 

The  average  daUy  eocpense  of  living  at  the  best  inns  in  Switzerland  will 
vary  between  8  Fr.  fr.  and  10  fr.  a-day,  excluding  all  charge  for  convey- 
ances, horses,  and  guides.  Those  who  consult  economy  will,  instead  of 
going  to  inferior  inns  in  large  towns,  avoid  them,  and  sleep  in  villages 
whenever  it  is  practicable.  The  German  students,  who  understand  the 
art  of  travelling  economically,  always  proceed  in  a  party,  and  usually  send 
on  one  of  their  number  a-head,  to  their  intended  night-quarters,  to  mal^e 
terms  with  the  innkeeper,  and  do  not  spend  more  than  5  or  7  frs.  a-day. 
Tliere  is  this  advantage  in  travelling  with  a  party,  that  numbers  are  more 
welcomed  at  an  inn  and  better  attended  to  than  a  solitary  individual ;  on 
the  other  hand,  when  inns  are  full,  few  stand  a  better  chance  than  many ; 
and  travellers  with  ladies  are  allotted  better  rooms  than  single  men.  All 
arrangements  for  the  hire  of  carriages,  horses,  or  guides,  should  be  con-^ 
eluded  over-night :  he  that  waits  till  the  morning  will  generally  find 
either  the  conveyances  engaged  by  others,  or  the  price  demanded  for  them 
increased,  and,  at  all  events,  his  departure  delayed. 

Among  the  mountains,  the  traveller  may  obtain,  in  perfection,  the 
small  alpine  Troui,  which  are  of  great  excellence ;  sometimes,  also, 
chamois  venison,  which,  by  the  way,  is  far  inferior  to  park  venison ; 
wild  strawberries  are  very  abundant,  and,  with  a  copious  admixture  of 
delicious  cream, — the  staple  commodity  of  the  Alps, — are  by  no  means 
to  be  despised. 

Those  who  enter  a  Swiss  inn,  tired,  hot,  and  thirsty,  after  a  long  walk 
or  dusty  ride,  may  ask  for  a  bottle  of  "  limonade  gazeuse,"  under  which 
name  they  will  reco^ise  a  drink  nearly  resembling  ginscer-beer,  but  witii 
more  aci<fity,  and,  when  good,  very  refreshing.  It  supplies  here  the  place 
of  bock  and  Seltzer-water  on  the  Rhine. 

Swiss  wines  are  generally  condemned.  Tolerably  good  wine  is  made  in 
the  Cantons  NeuchCtel,  Vaud,  and  Valais  ;  but  is  not  often  to  be  found  at 
inns.  French  Beaujolais  wine  is  usually  the  best  liquor  to  be  had  in  all 
but  the  best  hotels.  Some  persons  like  a  sweetish  Piedmontese  wine 
that  tastes  like  perry  (vino  d'Asti),  which  is  common  in  Swiss  inns. 
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§  12. — ^DIRECTIONS  FOR  TRAVELLERS,  AND  REQUISITES  FOR  A  JOURNKT 
IN  SWITZERLAND  —  MAPS  —  DANGERS  OF  ALFINB  TRAVELLING  —  PRE- 
CAUTIONS TO  BE  ADOPTED. 

•The  hett  season  for  tTavelling  among  the  Alps  is  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  Septemher,  in  which  may,  perhajjs,  be  included  the  last  half 
of  June.  The  higher  Alpine  passes  are  scarcely  clear  of  snow  before  the 
second  week  of  June ;  and  before  the  middle  of  October,  snow  almost 
invariably  falls  on  the  high  Alps :  and  though  the  weather  is  often  still 
serene,  the  nights  draw  in  so  fast  as  to  curtail,  inconveniently,  the  day's 
journey.  During  the  long  days  of  July  and  August  one  may  get  over  a 
great  deal  of  ground.  In  September  the  days  are  not  too  hot  for  hard 
walking,  and  there  seems  to  be  the  best  chance  of  fine  weather.  On  an 
average  there  is  one  season  in  four  fine,  two  tolerable,  and  one  bad.  Those 
who  have  not  seen  Switzerland  in  set  fine  weather  do  not  know  what 
Switzerland  is. 

The  first  expeditions  up  mountains  produce  intense  thirst,  and  drinking 
water  does  not  remedy  it,  for  it  is  caused  by  a  fever  of  the  palate.  Tra- 
vellers should  be  cautioned  against  indulging  in  cold  water  or  cold  milk 
when  heated ;  the  guides  and  natives  accustomed  to  mountain  travelling 
never  drink  before  resting ;  exercise  afterwards  will  render  the  draught 
harmless. 

It  is  tiresome  and  unprofitable  in  the  extreme  to  walk  along  a  high 
road  over  a  fiat  and  monotonous  country,  where  there  is  a  carriage-road 
and  conveyances  are  to  be  had  :  here  it  is  best  to  ride ;  the  cost  of  a  con- 
veyance is  counterbalanced  by  the  economy  of  time. 

After  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  season  for  travelling  in  Switzerland 
begins,  little  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  avalanches,  except  immediately 
after  snow-storms,  which  occur  among  the  high  Alps  even  in  the  height 
of  summer. 

In  traversing  Sujiss  lakes,  implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  on  the 
advice  of  the  boatmen,  and  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  them  to 
launch  their  boats  when  they  foresee  danger.     (See  Rte.  18.) 

In  a  few  spots  on  the  Italian  side,  and  in  some  spots  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Alps,  especially  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  there  is  malaria  in 
marshy  places  and  in  the  districts  about  the  embouchures  of  rivers  where 
they  empty  themselves  into  lakes,  and  travellers  should  avoid  sleeping  in 
such  districts. 

For  many  years  Keller's  was  the  only  map  of  Switzerland,  and  is  still 
the  clearest  and  most  portable  road  map  (Ziirich  edit,  best;  English 
and  French  copies  inferior).  Since  the  government  surveys  have  been 
made,  more  accurate  maps  have  been  published.  LetUhoicTs  (Zurich), 
10  fr.,  is  on  the  whole  the  best ;  it  is  clear,  and  its  monntains  are  more 
accurate  than  in  Keller.  For  those  who  are  content  with  less  complete  and 
more  portable  maps  there  are  Leuthold's  at  7  fr.  and  3  fr.  Ch'oss  (Ziirich) 
has  published  a  good  map.  Ziegler  (St.  Gall)  has  published  very  accarate 
but  not  clear  maps,  at  8  fr.  and  2  fr.  A  traveller  who  is  content  to  pore 
minutely  over  Ziegler's  map  will  find  it  far  the  fullest  and  most  trustworthy. 
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Geological  maps  by  Stttder  and  Escher  at  22  fr.  There  are  spurious  and 
inferior  editions  of  many  of  these  maps  published  in  France  or  Grermany, 
against  which  <he  purchaser  must  be  on  ms  guard. 

The  Government  Map  of  Switzerland — scale  tmJrio)  ^^  2-3rds  of  an  inch 
to  the  mile,  published  under  the  directicHi  of  General  Dufour,  and  sold  by 
all  the  principal  booksellers,  and  analogous  to  the  English  Ordnance  Maps, 
is  by  flEir  the  best.  It  is  comprised  in  25  sheets,  all  of  which  have  now 
appeared,  each  sheet  containing  about  80  miles  square,  and  costing  from 
4  to  7  fr.  This  map  contains  not  only  every  road  and  every  path  of 
importance,  but  even  every  single  house  and  bam.  The  execution  of  these 
maps  is  admirable:  the  mountains  engraved  are  absolutely  portraits. 
TrarelleTB  intending. to  diverge  from  the  beaten  track,  with  a  view  to 
explore  any  particular  district,  are  advised  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  sheet  of  the  government  map  in  which  it  is  included,  and  to  write  for 
it  by  post  to  some  good  bookseller,  such  as  Dalp,  at  Berne,  if  they  have 
not  got  it.  The  map  of  Switzerland  attached  to  this  volume  is  divided 
into  numbered  squares,  which  severally  correspond  to  the  sheets  of  the 
Government  map. 

Studer  and  Escher's  geological  maps  are  elaborate  works,  the  result  of 
immense  labour.  Studer  has  also  published  an  excellent  map  of  the 
country  round  Monte  Rosa  (Wagner,  Bern),  smaller  but  more  correct  than 
^hlagentweit's.  Reilly's  map  of  Mont  Blanc,  London,  1865,  is  far  the 
best  that  has  been  produced. 
See  also  In  trod,  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont. 

Requisites  for  Travelling, — The  following  hints  are  principally  addressed 
to  those  who  intend  to  make  pedestrian  journeys. 

To  travel  on  foot  is  the  best  mode  of  seeing  Switzerland ;  and  it  saves 
a  world  of  trouble  to  have  no  other  baggage  than  a  knapsack ;  one  contain- 
ing 2  flannel  shirts,  6  collars,  6  pocket-handkerchiefs,  2  neckties,  1  night- 
gown, 4  pair  socks,  slippers,  thin  shoes  for  wear  in  the  house  or  a  short 
stroll  when  the  others  are  wet  through,  alpaca  coat,  thin  waistcoat  and 
trowsers,  light  hair-brush,  clothes-brush,  simple  dressing  and  writing 
materials,  veil,  spectacles  for  ice,  woollen  comforter,  gloves,  muffetees,  with 
a  thin  paletot  or  fine  light  plaid,  strapped  on  the  outside,  will  not  exceed 
12  lbs.  A  waterproof  is  not  of  much  use  to  a  pedestrian,  as  it  is  too  hot. 
A  good  umbrella  is  more  useful,  and  will  keep  off  the  sun ;  when  not  in 
use  it  is  stuck  through  the  knapsack  after  the  Swiss  fashion. 

The  hoots  ought  to  be  double-soled,  provided  with  hob-nails,  such 
as  are  worn  in  shooting  in  England,  and  without  iron  heels,  which 
are  dangerous,  and  liable  to  slip  in  walking  over  rocks  ;  three  rows  of 
nails  are  better,  and  Swiss  nails  are  better  than  English,  which  are 
often  too  hard  and  slippery  :  the  weight  of  a  shoe  of  this  kind  is  coimter- 
balanced  by  the  effectual  protection  afforded  to  the  feet  against  sharp  rocks 
and  loose  stones,  which  cause  contusions,  and  are  a  great  source  of  fatigue 
and  pain ;  they  should  be  so  large  as  not  to  pinch  any  part  of  the  foot. 
The  experienced  pedestrian  never  commences  a  journey  with  new  boots, 
but  with  a  pair  that  have  already  conformed  to  the  shape  of  the  feet. 
If  the  boots  come  to  grief,  Swiss  bootmakers  are  capable  of  satisfying  an 
Englishman's  wants.  Thick  knit  worsted  socks,  double  at  the  heels, 
or  cotton  stockings  with  worsted  feet,  ought  invariably  to  be  worn,  and 
flannel  shirts  are  incomparably  the  best  for  all  exertion.     It  is  advisable 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  be  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
Ko  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  he  subject  to. 

Portmanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts :  mackintosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large  ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stifl'ening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  firom  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
"  duchesse  "  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it)  ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
j&c,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  jour* 
neys,  and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  5}  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descending  long  and  steep  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whetlier  itbe 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  'fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weight,  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  is  ahsnrd  and  inconvenient,  if  not  dangerous.  (See  helow  for 
tcc-oxc.) 

Danffen  of  Alpine  travelling  and  precautions  to  he  adopted. — Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  hecome  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hsrdy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
this  new  description  of  sport,  hut  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  add  unexpected  escai)es,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engage  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps.  The  folk>wing 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciens,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
travellers  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  aocostoming  themselves  to  look  unmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment*s  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses;  second,  the  i;isk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

From  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
higher  r^on  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
once,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  life  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  ^travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  but 
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greater  security  is  obtained  when  they  are  three  or  more  in  number.  It 
is  mainly  because  he  cannot  be  protected  from  this  danger  that  a  man 
who  goes  alone  over  the  higher  regions  of  the  great  glaciers  incurs  a  risk 
that  must  be  called  unjustifiable. 

For  surmounting  steep  ice  slopes  by  cutting  the  necessary  steps  the  axe 
is  the  proper  instrument,  but  there  is  some  difi'erence  of  opinion  as  to  the  best 
form  to  be  given  to  it.  CJonsiderable  practice  is  required  to  use  this  instni* 
ment  with  effect,  and  few  amateurs  acquire  much  proficiency.  In  consi- 
derable expeditions  it  is  well  to  carry  a  second  axe ;  it  will  sometimes  save 
time,  and  supply  a  serious  deficiency  if  the  first  should  be  lost  or  broken. 
A  committee  of  the  Alpine  Club,  in  1864,  recommended  3  designs  for  an 
ice-axe.  These  are  to  be  procured  complete  of  Mr.  Leaver,  metal-worker. 
Maidenhead,  at  the  prices  of  18«.,  2l8.,  and  22«.  respectively.  ] 

Crampons  for  the  feet  are  never  used  by  English  mountaineers,  nor  by 
the  best  guides,  who  trust  entirely  to  their  nailed  boots  and  ice-axes. 
Persons  who  have  not  sufficient  nails  to  their  boots,  may  supplement  them, 
on  occasion,  by  screws  of  hard  steel  with  square  four-pointed  heads, 
an-anged  in  a  convenient  way  for  beinp:  driven  into  the  soles  and  heels. 
The}'  are  sold  in  London  by  Lund,  in  Fleet-street,  and  have  been  found 
very  useful. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions  a  traveller  may  slip  on  an  ice  slope  where, 
if  unchecked,  a  fall  would  lead  to  certain  destruction.  Against  this  danger 
the  rope  is  usually  an  effectual  preservative.  Cases,  however,  occur  where 
the  footing  is  so  precarious  that  a  party  cannot  be  tied  together,  as,  if  one 
were  to  slip,  he  would  inevitably  drag  all  his  companions  along  with  him  to 
destruction'.  It  is  for  those  concerned  to  consider  whether  in  such  instances 
the  object  in  view  is  such  as  to  justify  the  inevitable  peril  of  the  ascent. 

The  danger  arising  from  ice  and  fra^nnents  of  rock  falling  across  the 
track  may,  to  a  great  extent,  be  avoided  by  a  judicious  choice  of  route.  Ex- 
perienced mountaineers  learn  to  recognize  the  positions  where  ice  detached 
from  a  higher  level  descends  over  a  precipice  or  steep  slope  of  rock.  They 
either  avoid  such  spots  alto;^cther  or  are  careful  to  pass  uiem  early  in  the 
morning,  before  the  sun  has  loosened  the  impending  masses,  or  late  in  the 
day,  after  his  rays  have  been  withdrawn. 

The  ordinary  risks  of  Alpine  adventure  are  seriously  increased  during 
bad  weather,  and  new  dangers  may  then  assail  the  traveller.  Masses  of 
rock  are  then  detached  from  their  previously  firm  resting-places,  and  come 
thundering  down  across  the  track.  Falling  snow  obscures  the  view  and 
effaces  the  footprints,  so  that  it  soon  becomes  equally  difficult  to  advance 
and  to  retreat.  Worst  of  all,  when  snow  is  accompanied  by  violent  gusts 
of  wind,  the  tourmente,  or  snow  whirlwind,  bewilders  the  traveller,  half- 
blinded  by  the  fine  dust-like  snow  of  the  higher  regions,  and  benumbs  his 
limbs  with  its  biting  breath,  if  he  be  unable  to  keep  up  rapid  exercise.  A 
reasonable  man  will  avoid  bad  weather  in  the  high  Alps  whenever  it  can  be 
foreseen,  or  resort  to  an  immediate  retreat  when  unexpectedly  attacked  by 
it.  Attention  to  the  bearinp^s  of  the  compass  and  to  landmarks  when  the 
appearance  of  the  weather  becomes  doubtful  will  generally  enable  a  party 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Few  summer  travellers  have  an  idea  of  the  possible 
terrors  of  the  Alps. 

The  best  general  rule  for  unpractised  travellers  wishing  to  attempt  a 
difficult  excursion  is  to  take  two  good  guides  for  each  traveller,  to  trust  to 
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their  advice  about  the  weather,  to  he  careful  to  see  before  starting  that  they 
are  supplied  with  a  sufficiency  of  good  sound  rope,  and,  when  the  time 
oomes  for  using  it,  to  innst  that  it  shall  be  fastened  round  the  waist  of 
each  member  of  the  party,  so  that  both  his  arms  shall  be  free  for  tise  in 
case  of  an  emergency.  To  a  neglect  of  this  last  precaution  must  doubtless 
he  attrihuted  the  loss  of  three  English  travellers  on  the  Col  du  G^ant  in 
1860. 

In  all  excursions  on  the  higher  glaciers  spectacles  of  dark  glass  should 
be  used  to  protect  the  eyes  from  the  glare  of  the  snow.  Serious  cases  of 
inflammation  have  arisen  from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution.  A  gauze  veil 
serves  to  protect  the  traveller  in  some  degree  from  the  effects  of  the  intense 
radiance  of  the  sun,  and  the  glare  of  its  reflexion  from  the  snow.  Most 
travellers  in  the  upper  regions  lose  the  skin  from  every  exposed  part  of  the 
Smx  and  neck.  Glycerine  or  cold  cream  is  a  preservative,  or  at  least  serves 
to  give  relief  from  this  inconvenient  concomitant  of  the  pleasures  of  snow- 
tiavellfng.  Some  persons  recommend  collodion,  especially  for  the  lips, 
which  are  apt  to  split  in  a  painful  way. 

Precautions  for  Health. — Nothing  is  more  conducive  to  health  than  the 
combination  of  exercise,  pure  air,  and  wholesome  enjoyment  which  is 
found  by  a  pedestrian  in  the  Alps.  A  few  simple  rules  should,  how- 
ever, be  observed : — 

If  not  already  in  training,  be  content  to  make  very  short  journeys  at 
first,  and  never  allow  your  feet  to  blister.  After  a  fortnight's  practice  you 
may  undertake  whatever  you  please.  Any  youth,  not  of  a  weakly  frame, 
can  readily  put  himself  into  sufficient  ^  training  "  to  undertake  flrst-class 
excursions;  but,  without  some  training,  the  strongest-limbed  athlete 
would  break  down.    . 

Immediately  on  your  arrival,  after  a  day's  walk,  wash  extensively  with 
soap  and  hot  water  and  change  your  linen.  If  at  all  fatigued,  or  if  the 
circulation  be  hurried,  lie  down  after  washing  and  dressing,  and  try  to 
sleep  for  a  few  minutes  before  dinner.  When  you  have  only  a  knapsack 
you  should  keep  one  set  of  underclothing  for  the  evening  exclusively. 

After  a  moderate  walk  ordinary  diet  with  wine  and  beer  is  unobjec- 
tionable ;  but  when  fatigued  by  unusual  exertion  there  is  nothing  so 
useful  as  tea.  Ailer  it  you  will  sleep  soundly  when  otherwise  you  would 
have  been  disturbed  and  feverish.  A  tumbler  of  lemon-juice,  water,  and 
sugar,  if  sipped  (not  gulped  down),  materially  allays  feverishness.  Lemons 
can  always  be  got  at  the  inns. 
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AND  PEOPLE — DEATHS. 

In  order  to  .travel  with  advantage  in  a  country  previously  unknown, 
something  more  seems  necessary  than  a  mere  detail  of  certain  lines  of  road, 
and  an  enumeration,  of  towns,  villages,  mountains,  &c.  The  following 
section  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  furnish  such  preliminary  informa- 
tion as  may  enable  the  tourist  to  turn  his  time  to  the  best  account ;  to 
decide  where  to  dwell,  and  where  to  pass  quickly.  The  task  is  difficult : 
let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  for  its  imperfect  execution. 
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Switzerland  owes  the  sublimity  and  diversified  beauty  of  its  scenery, 
which  it  possesses  in  a  greater  degree  perhaps  than  any  other  country  of  the 
globe,  to  the  presence  of  the  Alps — the  loftiest  mountains  of  Kurope,  the 
dorsal  ridge  or  backbone,  as  it  were,  of  the  Continent.  These  run  through 
the  land,  and  occupy,  with  their  main  trunk,  or  minor  spurs  and  ofifsets, 
nearly  its  whole  surface.  They  attain  the  greatest  height  along  the  S.  coid 
E.  frontier-line  of  Switzerland,  but  as  they  extend  N.,  subsiding  and  gra> 
dually  opening  out  to  allow  a  passage  to  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone,  and 
their  tributaries,  they  are  met  by  the  minor  chain  of  the  Jura^  which  forms 
the  N.W.  boundary  of  Switzerland.  It  is  from  the  apex  of  this  advanced 
guard,  as  it  were,  of  the  Alps,  or  from  one  of  the  intermediate  outlying  hills, 
that  the  traveller,  on  entering  the  country,  obtains  the  first  view  of  the 
great  central  chain.  From  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
a  landscape  composed  of  undulating  country — woods,  hills,  villages,  lakes, 
and  silvery,  winding  rivers — ^sufficient  of  itself  to  rivet  the  attention,  he 
will  discover  what,  if  he  has  not  before  enjoyed  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a 
snowy  mountain,  he  will  probably  take  for  a  border  of  fleecy  cloud  floating 
along  the  horizon.  The  eye,  unaccustomed  to  objects  of  such  magnitude, 
fails  at  first  to  convey  to  the  mind  the  notion,  that  these  clearly  defined 
white  masses  are  mountains  60  or  70  m.  off.  Distance  and  the  intervening 
atmosphere  have  little  efiect  in  diminishing  the  intense  white  of  the 
snow ;  it  glitters  pure  and  unsullied  as  if  it  had  just  fallen  close  at 
hand. 

There  are  many  points  of  view  whence  the  semicircular  array  of  Alpine 
peaks,  presented  at  once  to  the  eye,  extends  for  more  tban  120  m.,  from 
the  Mont  Blanc  to  the  TitliB,  and  comprises  between  200  and  300  distinct 
summits,  capped  with  snow,  or  bristling  with  bare  rocks,  having  their  in- 
terstices filled  with  perpetual  glaciers. 

It  was  such  a  prospect  that  inspired  those  remarkable  lines  of  Byron : — 

'*  Above  me  are  the  Alps, 
The  palaces  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pinnacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps. 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  halls 
Of  cold  sublimity,  where  forms  and  falls 
The  Avalanche — the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals. 
Gather  around  the  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  soar  to  heaven,  yet  leave  vain  man  below." 


lAit  of  Heights  commanding  distant  Alpine  jpanoramaa. 


Mountains 

Albis     .    .  . 
Becca  di  Kona 

Berne    .    •  • 

Chaumont .  , 

B61e     .    .  . 

Faulhom   .  . 

Generoso  .  . 


near  to 
Zurich. 
Aosta. 
Berne. 
Neuch&tel. 
Geneva. 
Grindenwald. 
Lake  of  Como. 


Mountains 
Hauenstein  • 
Monterone  . 
Niesen     .    . 
Pilatus     .    . 

Rip    .    .    . 
Salvadore     . 

Weissenstein 


near  to 
Olten. 
Baveno. 
Thun. 
Lucerne. 
Lucerne. 
Lugano. 
Sokure. 
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Of  these  the  Rigi  is  probahly  the  finest,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  accessihle ;  some  give  the  preference  to  the  Becca  di  Nona,  or  the 
Faalhom,  from  their  proximity  to  the  High  Alps  rising  close  at  hand. 
The  passion  for  climbing  mountains,  so  ardent  in  a  young  traveller,  often 
cools;  and  many  who  have  surmounted  the  Rigi,  the  Faulhom  or  Roth- 
horn,  and  the  Dole,  consider  any  further  ascents  a  waste  of  time  and 
labour.  Others,  however,  after  having  overcome  the  fatigue  of  the  first 
10  or  12  days,  begin  to  feel  a  desire  to  ascend  more  and  more  difficult 
heights  and  passes ;  and  this  desire  not  unfrequently  becomes  quite  a 
passion. 

For  a  ntoT  view  of  Alpine  scenery,  amidst  the  recesses  of  the  mountains, 
the  spots  which  afford  a  concentration  of  the  most  grand  and  sublime 
objects  are  the  valleys  of  the  Bernese  Oberland,  those  which  descend  from 
Monte  Rosa,  especially  the  valleys  of  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga,  and  those 
around  the  base  of  Mont  Blanc,  including,  of  course,  Chamouni.  It  is  in 
these  three  districts  that  the  combination  of  fine  forms  and  great  elevation 
in  the  mountains — of  vast  extent  of  glaciers  and  snow-fields,  with  the 
aooompaniments  of  the  roar  of  the  avalanche  and  the  rush  of  the  falling 
torrent — are  most  remarkable.  Here,  in  particular,  the  glaciers,  the  most 
characteristic  feature  of  this  country,  are  seen  to  greatest  advanti^e,  not 
only  those  fantastically  fractured  masses  of  iceberg  which  descend  into  the 
low  grounds,  but  those  vast  fields  of  ice  called  Mers  de  Glace.  To  the 
neighbourhoods  of  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa  must  be  given  the  pre- 
ference in  point  of  sublimity  ;  and  the  traveller  will,  for  this  reason,  do 
well  in  reserving  them  for  the  termination  of  his  tour,  and  the  crowning 
acts  of  his  journey. 

Amongst  the  remarkable  points  from  whence  a  near  view  of  grand 
Alpine  scenery  may  be  obtained  without  danger  or  serious  difficulty,  the 
following  may  be  selected  :— 


MounkUns  accessible  to  moderate  climbers^  commanding  near  views. 


Mountains 

iEggischhom  , 

Arpietta  Alp  • 

Bella  Tola     .  . 

Breven      •    .  . 

Cramont    •    •  • 
Dreixehntenhom 

Corner  Grat .  . 

tGranhaupt  ,  . 


near  to 
Viesch. 
Einfisch  Thai. 
St.  Luc. 
Chamouni. 
Conrmayeur. 
TurtmanThaL 
Zermatt. 
Gressonay. 


Mountains 
fMittelhorn 
Pis  Languard 
Pierre  ik  voir 
tSchilthom  . 
fSentis    .  •  • 
Sidelhom     . 
fTitlis      .    . 
Torrenthom 


near  to 
.  Zermatt. 
.  Pontresina. 
.  Martigny. 
.  Murren. 
.  Appensell. 
.  GnmseL 
.  Engstlen. 
.  Le^erbad, 


Those  marked  with  a  f  are  the  more  difficult. 


Of  accessible  Oladers  the  most  remarkable  are  those  of  Chamouni  and 
of  Grindelwald.  That  of  Rosenlaui  is  celebrated  for  its  extreme  purity,  and 
the  dark  blue  colour  of  its  chasms. 

An  interesting  account  of  excursions  and  ascents  in  some  of  the  wildest 
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and  grandest  parts  of  the  Bernese  and  Yalais  Alps  is  given  by  Gottlieb 
Studer  in  a  small  work  entitled  *  Topographische  Mittheilungen  ans  dem 
Alpengebirge.'  The  first  part,  accompanied  by  six  panoramic  sketches, 
was  published  by  Huber  (Bern  and  St.  Gfall)  in  1843.  Desor's  *  Excur- 
sions et  Scours  dans  les  Glaciers/  &c.,  and  the  sequel,  *  Nouvelles  Ex- 
cursions et  S^jours,'  &c.,  Neufch&tel,  1844  and  1845,  contain  also  some 
interesting  excursions,  but  the  descriptions  are  not  free  from  occasional 
inaccuracy  and  exaggeration.  The  Flore  VaUaiaanne  of  Count  d'Angre- 
ville  (Geneva)  is  an  excellent  manual  for  the  botanist  among  the  Alps  of 
the  great  chains. 

A  number  of  works  connected  with  Alpine  travel  and  adventure  have 
issued  from  the  English  press.  Amongst  so  many,  possessing  various 
degrees  of  merit,  and  addressed  to  the  wants  and  tastes  of  different  classes 
of  readers,  a  few  may  be  particularly  noticed.  *  The  Italian  Valleys  of 
the  Penhine  Alps,*  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  King,'  and  *  A  Lady's  Tour  round 
Monte  Rosa,'  are  works  addressed  to  tourists  of  ordinary  strength  and 
capacity ;  while  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine 
Club;  the  numbers  of  the  'Alpine  Journal;'  *  Wanderings  among  the 
High  Alps,'  by  Alfred  Wills ;  and  *  Summer  Months  among  the  Alps,'  by 
1\  W.  Hinchlifif,  are  designed  for  the  more  hardy  and  adventurous  explorers 
of  the  Alps.  For  solid  infonnation,  e8i)ecially  on  matters  connected  with 
physical  science,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  standard  works  of  Saussure, 
Professor  Forbes,  and  Professor  Tyndall,  already  mentioned  in  the  preface. 

Perhaps  the  best  ddtnecUions  <^  Swiss  scenery,  glaciers,  passes,  travelling 
incidents,  (C;c.,  are  to  be  found  in  the  water-colour  pictiu'es  of  Mr.  George 
Barnard.  They  combine  in  a  high  degree  picturesqueness  with  trutSiy 
having  been  carefully  drawn  on  the  spot.  They  are  far  superior  to  the 
views  which  are  to  be  foimd  in  the  Swiss  print-shops. 

The  earlier  attempts  at  applying  photography  to  represent  the  glaciers 
and  snow  regions  of  the  Alps  were  not  successful,  but  of  late  admirable 
likenesses  have  been  obtained,  particularly  by  Bisson  of  Paris.  Some  fine 
specimens  have  been  exhibited  in  London  and  Paris,  and  may  now  be 
purchased  in  both  cities. 

Lakes. — Madame  de  Stael  has  somewhere  remarked,  on  the  proximity 
of  lakes  to  mountains,  that  Nature  seems  to  have  placed  them  in  the  midst 
of  her  grandest  scenes,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  order  to  serve  as  ndrrors 
to  them,  and  to  multiply  their  enchanting  forms.  Lakes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Switzerland,  and  they  certainly  add  a  principal  charm  to  its 
scenery.  It  is  difficult  to  classify  them  according  to  their  respective  merits, 
as  aljnost  every  one  has  some  peculiarity  which  characterises  it  and  renders 
it  worthy  of  attention.  The  most  remarkable  are,  the  Lake  of  Lucerne, 
which  exhibits  in  perfection  savage  grandeur  and  sublimity ;  Wallenstadt, 
Thun,  and  Brienz,  all  thoroughly  Swiss ;  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  or  Lac 
Ijeman,  distinguished  for  its  great  extent,  and  for  the  diversified  character 
it  presents,  being  at  one  end  rugged  and  sublime,  at  the  other  soft  and 
smiling :  it  occupies  an  intermediate  rank  between  the  Swiss  and  Italiau 
Lakes,  lliese  last,  that  is  to  say,  Maggiore,  Lugano,  and  Como,  may  be 
included  in  the  tour  of  Switzerland,  either  from  portions  of  them  being 
actually  situated  within  its  territory,  or  from  their  vicinity  to  it.  Their 
character  is  rather  smiling  than  frowning ;  they  are  blessed  with  a  southern 
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climate,  in  addition  to  their  own  attractionB  ;  their  thickets  are  groves  of 
orange,  olive,  myrtle,  and  pomegranate  ;  and  their  habitations  are  villas  and 
palaces.  Along  with  the  lakes  named  above  must  be  mentioned  the  little 
Lake  of  Orta,  which,  though  situated  in  Piedmont,  lies  so  close  to  the 
Simplon,  and  possesses  such  high  claims  to  notice,  that  no  traveller, 
approaching  that  comer  of  Switzerland  to  which  it  is  a  neighbour,  should 
omit  to  visit  it. 

The  attempt  to  fix  an  order  of  precedence  for  the  Swiss  Waterfalls  is 
not  likely  to  meet  with  general  approval,  because  much  of  the  interest 
connected  with  them  depends  on  the  seasons  and  the  weather,  as  well  as 
on  the  taste  and  temper  of  the  spectator.  A  fine  waterfall  is,  indeed,  a 
magnificent  spectacle  ;  but  it  will  be  appreciated,  not  merely  by  its  own 
merits,  but,  to  use  a  mercantile  phrase,  according  to  the  abundance  of  the 
supply.  Now,  in  Switzerland,  waterfalls  are  as  numerous  as  blackberries. 
The  traveller,  after  a  week  or  fortnight's  journey,  is  pestered  by  them, 
and  will  hardly  turn  his  head  aside  to  look  at  a  fall  which,  if  it  were  in 
Great  Britain,  would  make  the  fortune  of  an  English  watering-place,  and 
attract  visitors  half-way  across  our  island  to  behold  it.  The  fact  seems  to 
be  that  there  is  a  certain  pionotony  and  similarity  in  all  falls  of  water ; 
and  after  the  curiosity  has  once  been  satiated  by  the  sight  of  three  or  four, 
it  is  tiresome  to  go  out  of  one's  way  to  visit  another,  unless  it  be  much 
finer,  and  have  a  distinctive  character  from  any  seen  before.  Thus,  then, 
there  is  utility  even  in  an  attempt  to  classify  these  natural  objects. 

1.  The  Fall  of  the  Rhine,  at  Schaifhausen,  deserves  the  first  rank,  from 
the  volume  of  water ;  but  it  is  rather  a  cataract  than  a  cascade — ^it  wants 
height. 

2.  Fall  of  the  Aar,  at  Handek,  combines  a  graceful  shoot  with  great 
elevation  ;  an  abounding  river,  and  a  grand  situation.  It  may  be  said  to 
attain  almost  to  perfection — (Temi  being  a  perfect  waterfall). 

3.  Fall  of  the  Tosa,  in  the  Val  Formazza  :  remarkable  less  for  its  form 
than  for  the  vast  volume  of  water,  but  in  this  respect  very  fine  indeed, 
and  well  worth  a  visit. 

4.  The  Staubbach,  or  Dast  Fall :  a  thread  or  scarf  of  water,  so  thin  that 
it  is  dispersed  into  spray  before  it  reaches  the  groimd ;  beautiful,  however, 
from  its  height  and  graceful  wavings. 

5.  Schmadribach. 

6.  Tlie  Giesbach,  on  the  lake  of  Brienz. 

7.  The  Fall  of  tlie  Sallenche,  near  Martigny. 

8.  Reichenbach  Falls,  near  Meyringen. 

9.  The  Fall  of  Pianazzo,  or  of  the  Medessimo,  on  the  Spliigen. 

10.  Turtman  Fall,  near  the  Simplon  road. 

11.  Cascade  du  Dard,  Ghamouni. 

12.  Fall  of  the  Sand  Bach  above  the  lower  Sand  Alp,  Canton  of  Glarus. 
This  fall  would  rank  high  in  the  list  if  it  were  easier  to  see  it  from  a 
favourable  point  of  view. 

Other  falls,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  not  placed  (to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  race-course)  ;  though,  in  any  other  country  but  Switzerland 
or  Norway,  they  would  deserve  especial  notice. 

The  design  of  this  enumeration  is  to  spare  the  traveller  a  long  walk,  or 
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a  day's  journey,  to  see  a  Ml,  probably  inferior  to  otbers  which  he  has 
already  seen. 

The  principal  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss  Alpine  Carriage  Passes 
(see  $  14)  are  the  Simplon,  the  St.  Gothard,  the  SplUgen,  the  Bernardino, 
and  the  Bernina,  regarding  at  once  their  scenery,  and  the  magnificent  and 
skilfully  constructed  carris^e-roads  which  have  been  made  over  them.  Of 
passes  not  traversed'by  carriage-roads,  keeping  below  the  ice,  and  practicable 
for  mules,  the  most  striking  are  those  of  the  Bonhomme,  La  Selgne,  TSte 
Noire,  and  Col  de  Balme,  leading  to  Chamouni ;  the  Grimsel  and  Gries, 
branching  off  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Bhone ;  the  Scheideck 
and  Wengern  Alp,  in  the  Bernese  Oberland  ;  the  Gemmi,  one  of  the  most 
singular  of  all  the  passes  ;  and  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  chiefly  visited  on 
account  of  its  celebrated  Hospice.  Of  passes  crossing  the  ice,  the  most 
remarkable  are  the  Strahleck  from  the  Grimsel,  Tschingel  from  Lauter- 
brunnen,  Monte  Moro  and  St.  ITi^ule  E.  and  W.  of  Monte  Rosa,  Col 
de  Collon  from  Sion  to  Aosta^  and  the  Col  du  G^ant  over  the  shoulder  of 
Mont  Blanc. 

Alpine  Gorges. — Especially  deserving  of  notice  are  some  of  the  avenues 
leading  up  to  these  passes ;  in  many  instances  mere  cracks  or  fissures, 
cleaving  the  mountains  to  the  depth  of  several  thousand  feet. 

None  of  these  defiles  at  all  approach  the  Ravine  of  the  Via  Mala,  one  of 
the  most  sublime  and  terrific  scenes  anywhere  among  the  Alps.  The 
gorge  of  the  Schollenen,  on  the  St.  Gothard ;  that  of  Gondo,  on  the 
Simplon ;  and  that  extraordinary  glen,  in  whose  depths  the  Baiks  of 
Pfeffers  are  sunk--one  of  the  most  wonderful  scenes  in  Switzerland — also 
deserve  mention  ;  as  also  the  valley  of  Leuk, 

The  most  beautiful  Swiss  Valleys  are  those  of  Hasli,  near  Meyringen  ; 
the  Simmenthal ;  the  Vale  of  Sarnen ;  the  Kanderthal ;  the  Vall^  de 
Gruyeres,  and  Ormonds,  or  Fays  d'en  Haut  Romand — all  distinguished 
for  their  quiet  pastoral  character,  and  the  softness  and  luxuriance  of  their 
verdure — "  The  rock-embosomed  lawns,  and  snow-fed  streams,"  spoken  of 
by  Shelley.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  traveller  in  Switzer- 
land must  not  suppose  that  beauty  of  scenery  is  confined  to  the  High 
Alps  :  the  interme^te  undulating  country  between  the  Alps  and  Jura, 
which,  though  still  greatly  elevated  above  the  sea,  may  be  called  the  Low- 
lands, in  reference  to  the  Highlands  of  Switzerland,  abounds  in  peculiar  and 
unobtrusive  beauties — ^hills  tufted  with  woods,  among  which  picturesque 
masses  of  bare  rock  project  at  intervals,  slopes  bursting  with  rills,  and  mea- 
dows which,  by  the  aid  of  copious  irrigation,  yield  three  crops  of  grass  aryear, 
presenting  at  all  seasons  a  carpet  of  the  liveliest  verdure,  and  of  a  texture 
like  velvet,  equal  to  that  of  the  best  kept  English  lawns ; — ^such  are  the 
beauties  of  these  lowland  scenes.  The  frequent  hedge-rows,  the  gardens 
before  the  cottages,  and  the  neatness  of  the  dwellings — the  irregular, 
winding  roads,  free  from  the  straight  monotony  and  everlasting  avenues 
of  France  and  Germany — remind  one  frequently  of  England.  There  are, 
besides,  among  the  Jura,  many  scenes  of  great  grandeur  ;  such  especially 
is  presented  by  the  Val  Moutiers,  or  Miinster  Thai,  between  Basle  and 
Bienne ;  the  pass  of  Klus,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ober-Hauenstein ;  and  the 
Lac  de  Joux. 
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Glader  Passes. — Those  that  are  the  grandest  and  yet  feasible  to  others 
besides  first-rate  mountaineers,  and  are  also  very  useful  passes,  are— * 

ColdeCoIlon.         Moro.  Th^odule.  Weiss  Thor. 

Col  de  Geant         Strahleck.  Tschingel. 

rrhe  Moro,  though  superlatively  grand,  is  not  strictly  a  glacier  pass, 
and  is  very  easy.  The  Th^odule  is  the  next  easiest.  The  Strahleck  is  the 
most  difficult.) 

Baiting-pUices, — Good  inns,  close  to  fine  scenery  and  pleasant  walks, 
suitable  for  a  stay  of  some  days. 

AA  are  the  yery  best.  B  are  good  xnonntaiii-quarters. 


JSegisehhom    ....•••  a 

BelAlp A 

Bex  (Monch&let) A 

Byron  Hotel  (L.  Geneva)  .     .    .  aa 

Cnamomii aa 


Kandersteg  .    • b 

Luc,  St. B 

Lugano aa 

Moritz,  St A 

Murren A  a 


Champ^y a  j  Macugnag^ a 

ComlmUas a  |  Ouchy aa 

Como  Lake  (several)      .    .    .    .  aa  Pontresina B 

Connnayenr A  i  Fr^sa B 

Diablerets a  !  Ragatz a 

Engelbei^ a  Reichenbach ,  a  a 

Engstlen b  |  Rhone  Glacier  Inn    .....  a 

£yolena B 

Fobello B 

Genera  Lake,  head  of,  several  pen- 


sions     A 

Gervais,  St. a 

Giesbaeh a  aa 

Glion  (L.  Geneva) a 

Gressonay a 

Grindelwald aaa 


Rigi  Kaltbad 

„    Scheideck a 

Rosenlaui a  a 

Saas B 

Seelisberg a 

Stachelberg a 

Stresa  (L.  Maggiore)     .    .    .    .  aa 

Weissbad b 

Zermatt a 


Switzerland  covers  14,000  square  miles,  and  in  1850  there  were 
2,420,000  Inhab. ;  1,420,000  Prot.,  970,000  Cath. :  1,670,000  speak 
German,  474,000  French,  176,000  Italian  dialects. 

Poptifa^tbn—Census  of  1860 :— 2,511,494  souls.  Males,  1,236,363; 
females,  1,274,131.  By  the  emigration  of  males  they  are  only  as  1000  to 
1111  females  in  the  Grisons,  and  to  1269  in  the  Tessin. 

The  collective  population  of  the  28  diminutive  capitals  of  the  cantons  is 
only  281,943  souls ;  137,120  males  and  146,823  females. 

There  are  1,023,430  Catholics,  1,476,982  Protestants,  and  4216  Jews ; 
showing  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  last-mentioned  religion. 

0-695,  or  367,066  families,  speak  German ;  0-234,  or  123,438  families, 
speak  French ;  0*054,  or  28,697  families,  speak  Italian ;  lastly,  0-017,  or 
8905  femiiUes,  belong  to  the  Homansch  language  spoken  in  a  part  of  the 
Grisons. 

Foreigners  in  1850,  60,000  or  J|, ;  in  1860, 114,961,  or  iJIb. 

Sbowing  how  much  land  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Alpine  popu- 
lation in  the  higher  valleys. 
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The  smiling  valley  of  Muotta  has  only  1664  inhabitants,  although  it  is 
18  miles  long  and  fertile.  Urseren  supports  only  1326.  In  the  Vallais, 
the  fine  valley  of  Anniviers,  although  studded  with  numerous  villages  and 
hamlets,  has  only  1888  inhabitants.  The  Yisperthal  with  Saas,  4859. 
Entremont  and  Ferret  together,  6747.  Herens,  also  in  Vallais,  4755. 
The  Val  d'llliera,  2520. 

Illegitimate  chi  1  dren  are  on  the  increase.  In  the  canton  of  Vaud,  from  the 
year  1803  to  1820,  they  were  2*75  per  cent,  of  the  population  ;  from  1861 
to  1860,  5'36  per  cent.  In  the  canton  of  ZUricb,  5  per  cent. ;  in  Thurgovia, 
4'51  per  cent;  in  Glarus,  1*70  per  cent.;  in  Prussia,  7*60  per  cent. ;  in 
France,  7*29  per  cent. ;  in  Sweden,  9*33  per  cent ;  in  Saxony,  14-34  per 
cent. ;  in  Bavaria,  20*73  per  cent 

The  only  source  of  income  of  the  Federal  Government  is  the  produce  of 
the  custom-house  duties.  It  was  in  1853;  5,884,000  frs. ;  in  1856, 
6,160,000  fre. ;  in  1857,  6,494,000  frs. ;  in  1858,  6,874,000  frs. ;  in  1859, 
7,476,000  frs. ;  in  1860,  7,765,000  frs. ;  in  1861,  8,137,000  frs. 

With  regard  to  the  natural  beauties  of  Switzerland,  th^re  can  be  but 
one  sen1iimen6  of  admiration.  On  the  subject  of  l^ie  TrUrnU  candUion  of 
the  Stviss,  and  of  their,  character  as  a  nation,  there  is  much  variety  of 
opinion.,  The  Swiss  with  whom  the  traveller  qomes.into  contact,  especi- 
ally the  German  portion  of  lihem,  are  often  sullen,  obstinate,  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  he  is  annoyed  by  the  constant  mendicancy,  of  the  women 
and  children,  even  in  remote  districts,  and  on  the  part  of-  those  who  are 
not,  apparently,  worse  oif  than  their  neighbours.  This  disposes  the 
traveller  to  dislike  and  to  take  very  little  interest  in  the  people  amongst 
whom  he  is  travelling;  he  has  also  heard  much  of  their  timeserving, 
their' love  of  money,"  aud  their  readiness  to  fight  for  any  paymaster  in 
former  times,  and  he  at  once  dismisses  them  from  his  thoughts,  and 
regards  them  pretty  much  as  Childe  Harold  regarded  the  Portuguese.  It 
may  be  doiabted,  however,  whether  an  ordinary  traveller  is  competent  to 
form  .an,  opinion,  of.  tl;e  T^hple  nation  from  those  classes  w]th  which  he  is 
thrown  into  contact,  and  which  have  been  taught  to  make  him  their  prey. 
And,  whatever  may  be  the  case  as  to  the  Swiss  individually,  yet,  looked 
at  as  a  nation,  they  are  in  many  respects  deserving  of  admiration,  as 
being  the  only  nation  in  continental  Europe  where  practical  liberty 
has  been  continually  enjoyed  since  the  peace  in  1815.  Mr.  Grote,  the 
historian  of  Greece,  in  the  preface  to  his  admirable  Letters  on  Switzerland 
says,  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  twenty-two  cantons  are  interesting  on  every 
ground  to  the  general  intelligent  public  of  Europe.  But  to  one  whose 
studies  lie  in  the  contemplation  and  interpretation  of  historical  phenomena 
they  are  especially  instructive ;  partly  from  the  many  specialities  and 
differences  of  race,  language,  religion,  civilization,  wealth,  habits,  &c., 
which  distinguish  one  part  of  the  population  from  another,  comprising 
between  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  a  miniature  of  all  Europe,  and  exhibiting 
the  fifteenth  century  in  immediate  juxta-position  with  the  nineteenth  ; 
partly  from  the  free  and  unrepressed  action  of  the  people,  which  brings 
out  such  distinctive  attributes  in  full  relief  and  contrast.  To  myself  in 
particular  they  present  an  additional  ground  of  interest  from  a  certain 
political  analogy  (nowhere  else  to  be  found  in  Europe)  with  those  who 
prominently  occupy  my  thoughts,  and  on  the  history  of  whom  I  am 
engaged — the  ancient  Ghreeks.'' 
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We  are  so  accastomed  to  look  upon  Switzerland  as  **  the  land  of 
liberty,"  that  the  generality  of  travellers  will  take  the  thing  for  granted  ; 
and  it  is  only  after  diving  to  a  certain  depth  in  Swiss  annals,  that  the 
question  arises,  what  was  the  nature  of  this  freedom,  and  how  far  was  it 
<sdcolated  to  foster  nobility  of  sentiment  and  public  spirit  among  the 
people?  Was  the  abolition  of  the  Austrian  dominion  succeeded  by  a 
more  equitable  government,  extending  to  all  the  same  privileges,  and 
dividing  among  all  alike  the  public  burden?  Was  political  equality 
aooompanied  by  religious  tolerance  and  harmony  ?  Did  the  democratic 
principle  produce  fruit  in  the  disinterestedness  and  patriotism  of  the 
children  of  the  land?  To  all  these  inquiries  there  remains  but  one 
answer — a  negative.  The  cow-herds  of  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Unterwalden, 
and  the  still  more  democratic  communities  of  the  Grisons,  who  had 
so  nobly,  and  with  so  much  moderation,  emancipated  themselves  from  a 
foreign  yoke,  in  process  of  time  became  themselves  the  rulers  of  subject 
states,  and,  so  far  from  extending  to  them  the  liberty  they  had  so  dearly 
purchased,  and  which  they  so  highly  valued,  they  kept  their  subjects  in 
the  most  abject  state  of  villenage  ;  so  that,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
oentnry,  the  vassals  of  no  despotic  monarch  in  Europe  exhibited  a  picture 
of  equal  political  debasement.  The  effects  of  this  tyrannical  rule  were 
equally  injurious  to  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  the  marks  of  it 
may  be  traced  in  many  parts  of  Switzerland,  even  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  the  degraded  condition  of  the  people,  morally  as  well  as  physically. 
It  will  be  discovered  from  Swiss  history  that  ambition,  and  a  thirst  for 
territorial  rule,  are  inherent  in  republics  as  well  as  in  monarchies,  as  we 
niay  learn  from  the  encroachmento  and  aggrandizing  Bpirit  of  canton  Bern. 
She  retained,  as  tributary  to  her,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  the  district 
called  Pays  de  Yaud,  deriving  from  it  an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
francs,  and  yet  denying  to  the  inhabitants  all  share  of  political  ri^ts. 
Geneva,  a  weaker  state,  after  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  the  Dukes  of  Savov, 
with  difficulty  escaped  the  wiles  of  the  Bernese  government,  which  would 
have  plunged  her  into  a  slavery  not  more  tolerable  than  that  from  which 
ahe  had  just  escaped. 

Beligious  dissensions  were  a  source  of  a  long  series  of  troubles  to  the 
Confederation,  dividing  it  into  two  opposite  parties,  which  not  only  were 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  also  interfered  with 
the  internal  peace  of  the  individual  cantons.  Although  by  the  laws  the 
two  parties  in  religion  were  allowed  equal  freedom  of  worship,  the  enioy- 
ment  of  this  privil^e  was  embittered  to  either  party,  in  the  state  wnere 
the  other  faith  was  predominant :  it  was,  in  fact,  but  a  nominal  tolerance. 

Down  to  the  times  of  the  French  revolution,  the  common  people  of 
Switzerland,  except  in  one  or  two  of  the  cantons,  had  no  moze  share  in 
the  constitutional  privileges,  which  all  Swiss  were  supposed  to  possess  as 
their  birthright,  than  the  subjects  of  the  despotic  monarchies  of  Austria 
or  Prussia.  The  government  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  aristocratic 
oligaichies,  as  exclusive,  and  as  proud  of  birth,  blood,  and  descent,  as 
the  most  ancient  nobility  in  Europe.  The  burgher  patricians  of  the  great 
towns  mani^ed,  by  gradual  encroachments,  to  deprive  the  lower  orders  of 
the  exercise  of  their  rights,  and  gradually  monopolised  all  places  and 
offices  for  themselves  and  their  children ;  and  even  in  some  of  the  small 
cantansy  where  the  constitution  had  been  for  ages  in  theory  a. pure  de- 
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mocracy,  every  male  above  the  age  of  20  having  a  vote,  the  result  not 
nnfrequently  was,  that  the  same  persons,  and  their  children  after  them, 
were  always  elected  to  the  ofBces  of  trust  and  power. 

The  twenty-two  cantons  of  which  Switzerland  is  now  composed  were 
first  united  in  1814,  when  the  old  aristocracies  were  generally  restored. 
Each  canton  had  a  vote  in  the  annual  diet,  and  whilst  the  diet  was  not 
sitting,  by  a  most  extraordinary  arrangement,  Berne,  Lucerne,  and  Ziirich, 
were  alternately  the  Yorort,  or  presiding  canton,  and  had  the  supreme 
government.     In  1830  many  of  the  cantons  made  great  changes  in  their 
government,  and  the  power  of  the  old  aristocracies  was  much  reduced  ; 
the  larger  cantons  becoming  somewhat  democratic  in  tendency,  after  the 
French  model,  and  wishing  to  introduce  great  changes.  The  old  mountain- 
cantons,  however,  Lucerne,  Fribourg,  Valais,  Schwyz,  Uri,  Zug,   and 
Unterwalden,  were  perfectly  contented  with  their  forms  of  government. 
From  their  geographical  position  it  was  impossible  for  them  ever   to 
become  rich  or  commercial,  and  they  probably  perceived  that  the  changes 
would  do  them  no  good,  and  would  no  doubt  increase  their  taxation,  and 
they  wished  to  be  let  alone — a  feeling  in  which  most  Englishmen  will 
sympathise.     It  must,  however,  be  added  that  these  cantons  are  all 
catholic,  and  entirely  subjected  to  their  priests ;  generally  very  poor,  and 
with  a  tendency  to  oppress  their  protestant  fellow-citizens.    In  pursuance 
of  their  views  they,  in  1841,  formed  a  league,  or  Sonderbund,  to  oppose 
by  force,  if  necessary,  the  suppression  of  certain  convents,  and  to  main- 
tain the  Jesuits.     It  was  clear  that  whether  their  objects  were  right  or 
wrong  such  a  combination  could  not  be  permitted,  and  it  was  accordingly 
put  down  in  1847  by  force,  not  without  bloodshed.    Since  that  time 
nearly  all  the  cantons  who  had  not  altered  their  constitutions  have  done  so, 
and  a  central  government  has  been  established  at  Berne,  which  is  the  seat  of 
the  Diet ;  at  present  in  the  majority  of  the  cantons,  particularly  in  the 
large  protestant  cantons,  democratic  principles,  somewhat  after  the  French 
model,  have  prevailed ;  and  in  the  Diet  the  democratic,  or  radical  party  as 
it  is  called,  has  had  the  majority.    Whatever  may  be  thought  of  their 
principles,  and  although  there  are  to  be  found  amongst  them  many  men 
full  of  the  wild  designs  and  vague  aspirations  common  on  the  Continent, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  hitherto  they  have  behaved  with  moderation, 
4uid  have  effected  many  excellent  changes,  though  with  a  great  increase  of 
taxation.     The  electric  telegraph  has  been  established,  railways  intro- 
duced ;  the  coinage  instead  of  being  the  worst  has  been  made  the  best  in 
Europe ;  diligences  and  posting  established ;  tolls  on  roads  abolished  ; 
custom-house  duties  imposed  on  bulky  articles  only,  so  that  passengers' 
luggage  is  not  examined ;  and  a  large  sum  is  devoted  every  year  to  the 
making  and  maintaining  the  roads.     These  are  not  small  improvements 
in  seven  or  eight  years,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  oppression  has 
been  exercised,  unless  the  suppression  of  some  convente,  and  the  expulsion 
of  the  Jesuits,  can  be  looked  upon  in  that  view.     Up  to  the  present  time 
the  Diet  has  acted  with  great  prudence ;  internally,  wnere  it  has  to  contend 
with  the  jealousies  of  tl^  cantons  and  the  intolerance  of  the  two  religions — 
the  discontent  of  the  old  cantons  and  the  violence  of  the  extreme  democrate ; 
and  externally,  where  it  has  a  difficult  task  between  the  great  governments 
of  France  and  Austria.    The  history  of  Switzerland  up  to  1840  is  very 
well  related  in  the  History  of  Switzerland  published  by  the  Useful  Enow- 
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ledge  Society;  and  a  Yoluinmous  history  (French  and  German)  np  to 
1842  has  heen  compiled  hy  Miiller.  From  that  time,  with  the  exceptioti 
of  Mr.  Grote's  Letters,  which  only  relate  to  four  or  five  years,  there  seems 
to  be  no  compilation  giving  the  general  history  of  the  coimtry. 

The  traveller  at  all  events  should  be  slow  to  find  fault  with  the  Swiss 
government.  There  are  no  passports,  no  custom-houses,  no  tolls,  no  gen- 
darmes ;  none  of  those  ridiculous  restrictions  to  prevent  people  from  incur- 
ring danger  which  are  so  annoying  in  France  and  Germany ;  and  no  inter- 
ference whatever  with  individual  absolute  freedom  (with  the  exception  of 
some  vexatious  regulations  as  to  guides  lately  introduced),  whilst  there 
are  nearly  everywhere  good  inns,  good  roads,  and  tolerable  means  of 
locomotion. 

The  Towns  of  Switzerland  exhibit  many  interesting  marks  of  anti- 
quity :  their  buildings  are  frequently  found  unchanged  since  a  very 
early  period ;  and  in  Lucerne,  Freyburg,  Basle,  Bellinzona,  and  in 
several  other  instances,  the  feudal  fortifications,  with  battlements  and 
watch-towers,  remain  perfectly  preserved.  One  characteristic  and  very 
pleasant  feature  are  the  FountavM,  the  never-failing  ornament  of  every 
Swiss  town  and  village.  They  usually  consist  of  a  Gothic  ornamented 
pillar,  surmounted  by  the  figure  of  a  man,  usually  some  hero  of  Swiss 
history,  either  Tell,  the  dauntless  crossbowman,  or  Winkelried,  with  his 
"  sheaf  of  spears.**  Sometimes  the  figures  of  animals  are  substituted  for 
the  human  form. 

The  Swiss,  as  compared  with  other  nations  on  the  Continent,  have  a 
respect  for  antiquity  which  we  in  England  should  consider  decidedly 
an  aristocratic  feeling.  The  old  heroes  of  the  country  are  held  in  great 
veneration,  and  there  is  no  feeling  of  hatred  for  the  former  noble  families. 
Each  canton  also  puts  up  its  coat-of-arms  in  every  place  where  heraldic 
display  would  be  at  all  admissible. 

A  singular  custom,  connected  with  education,  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  Switzerland,  which  deserves  notice  here,  from  the  influence  which  it 
exercises  over  society.  In  many  of  the  large  towns,  children  of  the  same 
age  and  sex  are  associated  together  by  their  parents  in  little  knots  and 
clubs,  called  SodStes  de  Dimanche,  The  parents  seek  out  for  their 
children  an  eligible  set  of  companions  when  they  are  still  quite  young. 
The  parties  so  formed  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number,  and  the 
variation  of  age  between  them  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years.  All 
the  members  meet  in  turn  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  houses  of  their 
parents,  while  children,  to  play  together  and  partake  of  tea,  cakes,  and 
sweetmeats,  attended  by  their  bonnes  or  nurses  ;  when  grown  up,  to  pass 
the  evening  in  other  occupations  and  amusements  suited  to  their  age.  At 
these  meetings  not  even  brothers  or  sisters  are  present,  except  they  are 
members  of  the  society.  From  thus  being  constantly  thrown  together  on 
all  occasions,  a  strict  friendship  grows  up  among  the  members  of  each 
brotherhood  or  sisterhood,  which  generally  lasts  through  life,  even  after 
the  parties  are  settled  and  dispersed  about  the  world.  The  females,  even 
when  grown  up,  distinguish  their  companions  by  such  endearing  terms  as 
*•  ma  mignonne,**  "  mon  cceur,"  "  mon  ange,*'  &c.  This  practice  renders 
Swiss  society  very  exclusive,  and  few  strangers,  however  well  introduced, 
penetrate  below  the  surface.    When  a  young  woman  marries,  her  husband 
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is  admitted  into  the  society  to  which  she  belongs,  and  thus  the  wife  de- 
termines the  caste  of  the  husband. 

Costumes  distinguishing  the  people  of  each  canton  were  nearly  universal 
before  1830.  They  are  now  rapidly  disappeaiing,  but  may  still  be  seen 
in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  and  the  women  in  many  cantons  have  peculiar 
head-dresses.  The  men  never  wear  a  costimie,  and  are  usually  attired 
in  brown  undyed  homespun  cloth. 

Ranz  de  Vaches, — It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  Eanz  de  Yaches 
spoken  of,  by  persons  unacquainted  with  Switzerland  and  the  Alps,  as  a 
single  air,  whereas  they  are  a  class  of  melodies  prevailing  among  and 
peculiar  to  the  Alpine  valleys.  Almost  every  valley  has  an  air  of  its 
own,  but  the  original  air  is  said  to  be  that  of  Appenzell.  Their  effect 
in  producing  home-sickness  in  the  heart  of  the  Swiss  mountaineer,  when 
heard  in  a  distant  land,  and  the  prohibition  of  this  music  in  the  Swiss 
regiments  in  the  service  of  France,  on  account  of  the  number  of  desertions 
occasioned  by  it,  are  stories  often  repeated,  and  probably  founded  on  fact. 

Tliese  national  melodies  are  particularly  wild  in  their  character,  yet 
full  of  melody ;  the  choruses  consist  of  a  few  remarkable  shrill  notes, 
uttered  with  a  peculiar  falsetto  intonation  in  the  throat,  lliey  originate 
in  the  practice  of  the  shepherds  on  the  Alps,  of  communicating  with  one 
another  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  by  pitching  the  voice  high. 
The  name  Rams  de  Yaches  (Germ.  Kuhreihen),  literally  coum-ows^  is 
obviously  derived  from  the  order  in  which  the  cows  march  home  at 
milking-time,  in  obedience  to  the  shepherd's  call,  communicated  by  the 
voice,  or  through  the  Alp-hom,  a  simple  tube  of  wood,  wound  round  with 
bark,  five  or  six  feet  long,  admitting  of  but  slight  modulation,  yet  very 
melodious  when  caught  up  and  prolonged  by  the  mountain  echoes.  In 
some  of  the  remoter  pastoral  districts  of  Switzerland,  from  which  the 
ancient  simplicity  of  manners  is  not  altogether  banished,  the  Alp-horn 
supplies,  on  the  higher  pastures,  where  no  church  is  near,  the  place  of  the 
vesper-bell.  The  cow-herd,  posted  on  the  highest  peak,  as  soon  as  the 
sun  has  set,  pours  forth  the  first  four  or  five  notes  of  the  Psalm,  "  Praise 
God  the  Lord  ;"  the  same  notes  are  repeated  from  distant  Alps,  and  all 
within  hearing,  uncovering  their  heads  and  bending  their  knees,  repeat 
their  evening  orison,  after  which  the  cattle  are  penned  in  their  stalls,  and 
the  shepherds  betake  themselves  to  rest. 

A  word  may  be  said  on  Swiss  Husbandry  to  draw  the  attention  of  snch 
persons  as  take  an  interest  in  the  subject,  to  one  or  two  practices  peculiar 
to  the  country.  The  system  of  irrigating  the  meadows  is  carried  to  a 
very  great  extent  and  perfection ;  the  mountain-torrents  are  turned  over 
the  fields  by  means  of  trenches  and  sluices,  and  not  imfrequently,  when 
the  ground  is  much  inclined,  the  stream  is  conducted  to  the  spot  where  it 
is  required  through  troughs  hollowed  out  of  the  stem  of  fir-trees.  The 
trenches  sometimes  extend  for  miles,  llie  drainings  of  dunghills,  cow- 
houses, and  pigsties  are  not  allowed  to  run  to  waste,  but  are  carefully 
collected  in  a  vat  by  the  farmer,  and  at  the  fit  moment  carried  out  in  carts 
to  the  fields,  and  ladled  over  them,  very  much  to  their  benefit,  and  to  the 
equal  disgust  of  the  olfactory  nerves  of  all  who  pass  ;  the  air,  far  and  near, 
being  filled  with  this  truly  Swiss  fragrance.  Tne  industry  of  the  people 
and  their  struggles  for  subsistence,  in  some  of  the  high  valleys,  are  truly 
wonderful.    The  grain-crops  are  wretched,  but  the  grass  is  sweet  and 
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good.  (See  $  15.)  In  the  best  and  lowest  pasturases  they  get  three  crops 
a-year.  The  cattle  feed  on  the  high  mouDtains  during  the  summer,  and 
are  supported  in  chalets  by  the  hay  of  the  valley  during  the  long  winter. 
Au  Englishman  accustomed  to  buy  everything,  can  hardly  realise  the 
domestic  economy  of  a  Swiss  peasant.  He  has  his  patches  of  wheat,  of 
potatoes,  of  barley,  of  hemp,  of  flax,  and,  if  possible,  of  vines ;  his  own 
oowB,  his  own  goats,  his  own  sheep.  On  Uie  produce  of  his  own  land  and 
flocks  he  feeds ;  his  clothes  are  of  homespun^  from  the  wool  of  his  sheep ; 
his  linen  and  the  dresses  of  the  women  of  his  family  are  made  from  his 
own  flax  or  hemp,  frequently  woven  by  the  women  of  his  own  family. 
The  timber  he  requires  for  his  house  or  for  firing  is  supplied  from  the 
land  of  the  commune  or  parish,  either  for  nothing  or  for  a  very  small  sum. 
What  little  money  he  requires  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  cheese.  The 
interior  economy  of  a  Swiss  village  is  very  interesting:  it  is  only  by 
ingenious  contrivances  for  saving  labour  and  by  amazing  industry  that  it 
is  possible  for  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  themselves  in  such  a  climate. 

The  Swiss  mountaineers  are  skilful  marksmen  with  the  rifle,  and,  like 
their  neighbours  the  Tyrolese,  meet  constantly  to  practise  and  engage  in 
trials  of  skill.  There  are  clubs  or  societies  in  almost  every  valley  and 
parish,  and  constant  matches  between  them  ;  besides  which,  in  most  of  the 
cantons,  and  every  year,  a  grand  Federal  Rifle  Match  is  held  near  one  or 
other  of  the  large  towns,  at  which  all  the  best  shots  from  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  meet  to  contend  for  a  prize.  An  accomplished  English  noble- 
man (Lord  Vernon)  gained  the  firtt  prize  at  the  Federal  Match  held  at 
Bask,  1849. 

There  is  no  regular  army  in  Switzerland,  nor,  with  the  exception  of  fk 
few  saperior  officers,  is  there  any  one  who  makes  the  army  his  exclusive 
profession.  Every  Swiss  able-bodied  man  is  however  a  soldier,  and  up  to 
a  certain  age  is  called  out  for  some  weeks  in  the  year  to  be  drilled.  This 
duty  does  not  seem  to  be  impopular  with  the  men,  but  their  parents  croak 
over  the  feasting  and  other  extravagancies  on  these  occasions.  Large  bodies 
of  soldierlike  men  are  occasionally  met  with,  going  to  or  returning  from 
their  annual  drill.  The  army  was  divided  on  Jan.  1,  1863,  into  3  de- 
scriptions of  service,  according  to  their  age,  viz.  the  Elite  or  Contingent, 
83,900;  the  Beaerve,  43,700;  the  Landvjehr^  68,700;  and  Federal  Staff, 
637.  Also  the  whole  male  population  between  18  and  44,  amounting  to 
340,000  men«  are  supposed  to  be  available  on  an  emergency.  There  are 
some  crack  corps,  admission  to  which  is  obtained  by  exhibiting  unusual 
skill  with  tiie  rifle.  The  Swiss  are  by  no  means  indisposed  for  fighting 
in  their  domestic  disputes,  and  the  contests  between  the  different  parties 
have  been  sanguinary  and  well  contested. 

Annual  contests  in  wrestling  also  (called  Sehtnng  Feste)  are  held  in 
different  parts  of  Switzerland.  The  cantons  which  distinguish  themselves 
for  skill  in  this  and  other  athletic  exercises  are  Bern,  Appenzell,  and 
Unterwalden. 

In  the  mountains  everything  is  carried  on  men's  and  women's  backs. 
Children  of  nine  or  ten  are  seen  with  a  little  wooden  frame  on  their  backs ; 
as  they  grow  older  the  size  of  the  frame  increases,  and  the  weights  which 
the  men  carry  are  surprising :  70  or  80  lbs.  for  4  or  5  hours  over  the  moun- 
tains. A  man  will  carry  45  lbs.  from  Meyringen  to  Guttanen,  3  hours  up 
a  mountain-path,  for  2  francs,  or  up  the  Bigi  for  4^  francs. 
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Baths  and  Kurs. — In  the  course  of  this  work  baths  will  constantly  be 
mentioned.  There  are  many  mineral  spring  in  Switzerland,  much  re- 
sorted to  by  the  Swiss  themselves  and  by  foreigners,  but  treated  vnth  utter 
neglect  by  the  English,  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  whom  ever  goes  through 
a  course  of  these  baths.  The  arrangements  are  generally  very  rough ;  and 
there  is  an  empiric  course,  or  "  kur,'*  prescribed  for  each,  from  which 
benefit  is  supposed  to  be  derived.  There  are  other  "  kurs  "  in  which  faith 
is  placed  by  foreigners.  At  Gais  and  other  places  the  patient  is  put  upon 
a  diet  of  the  milk  left  after  cheese  has  been  made :  this  is  called  *'  cure  an 
petit  lait."  Near  Vevay  the  grape  **  kur  *'  is  popular.  The  white  sorts 
only  are  used,  and  of  these  from  six  to  seven  pounds  are  not  unfrequently 
consumed  in  one  day.  The  grapes  are  only  eaten  in  the  morning  and 
forenoon,  the  other  diet  being  chiefly  animal,  neither  vegetables,  milk, 
cofiee,  nor  wine,  being  allowed.  The  grapes  are  supposed  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  blood,  and  to  act  on  the  liver  and  mucous  membranes.  It 
might  be  imagined  that  the  appetite  would  be  palled  by  so  large  a  quantity 
of  grapes,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  said  to  be  keenly  excited :  the  "  knr  " 
is  followed  during  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  under  medical  surveillance. 
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,  No  part  of  the  Alps  is  more  interesting,  either  in  a  picturesque  or  in  an 
historical  point  of  view,  than  the  passable  gaps  or  notches  in  the  ridge  of 
the  great  chain,  and  the  minor  mountain  buttresses  branching  from  it, 
whereby  alone  this  colossal  wall  of  mountauis  may  be  scaled,  and  a  direct 
passage  and  communication  maintained  between  northern  and  southern 
Europe,  as  well  as  between  one  valley  and  another.  It  has  been  through 
these  depressions  that  the  great  tide  of  population  has  poured  since  the 
earliest  times ;  from  these  outlets  have  issued  the  barbadian  swarms  which 
80  often  desolated,  and  at  last  annihilated,  the  Boman  Empire.  Inhere  are 
more  than  50  of  these  passes  over  the  Swiss  portion  of  the  Alpine  chain 
alone,  or  immediately  communicating  with  the  Swiss  frontier.*  A  list  of 
the  principal  passes  is  given  in  §  19. 

In  seeking  a  passage  over  the  Alps,  the  most  obvious  course  was  to  find 
out  the  valleys  which  penetrate  farthest  into  the  great  chain,  following 
the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  sources,  and  then  to  take  the  lowest  tra- 
versable part  in  order  to  descend  the  opposite  side.  The  variety  and 
sudden  transition  presented  by  such  a  route  are  highly  interesting.  In  the 
course  of  one  day's  journey  the  traveller  passes  from  the  climate  of  summer 
to  winter,  through  spring.  The  alteration  in  the  productions  keeps  xjaoe 
with  that  of  the  temperature.  Leaving  behind  him  stubble-fields,  whence 
the  com  has  been  removed  and  housed,  he  comes  to  fields  yet  yellow  and 
waving  in  the  ear ;  a  few  miles  farther  and  the  crop  is  still  green  ;  yet 
higher,  and  com  refuses  to  grow.  Before  quitting  the  region  of  com  he 
enters  one  of  dark,  apprently  interminable  forests  of  pine  and  larch, 
clothing  the  mountain-sides  in  a  sober  vestment.  Above  this  the  hay- 
makers are  collecting  the  short  grass,  the  only  produce  which  the  ground 
will  yield.    Tet  the  stranger  must  not  suppose  that  all  is  barrenness 

*  Mr.  Brock^don  has  Mtminbly  illoatnted  them,  both  with  hit  pencil  uaA  pen,  in  hie  beautiful 
work  eatided  *  The  Paaet  of  the  Alps.'  2  vols.  4to. 
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even  at  this  elevataon.  It  seems  as  though  nature  were  determined  to 
make  one  last  efi^rt  at  the  confines  of  the  region  of  vegetation.  From 
beneath  the  snow-bed,  and  on  the  very  verge  of  the  glacier,  tilie  profusion 
of  flowers,  their  great  variety,  and  surpassing  beauty,  are  exceedingly  sur- 
prising. Some  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  our  gurdens,  here  born  to 
blush  unseen, — gentians,  violets,  anemones,  and  blue-bells,  intermixed 
with  bashes  of  the  red  rhododendron,  the  loveliest  production  of  the  Alpsj 
scattered  over  the  velvet  turf,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  carpet  of  richest 
patton.  The  insect  world  is  not  less  abundant  and  varied, — ^thousands  of 
winged  creatures  are  seen  hovering  over  the  flowers,  enjoying  their  short 
existeitoe,  for  the  summer  at  these  elevations  lasts  but  for  3  or  4  weeks  : 
a  premature  winter  soon  cuts  short  this  brief  season  of  animal  and  vegetable 
activity.  Above  this  region  of  spring,  with  its  gush  of  springs,  its  young 
herbage  and  vivid  greensward,  its  hum  of  insects  just  burst  forth,  and  ita 
natural  flower-beds  glittering  with  rain-drops,  that  of  winter  in  Lapland  or 
Siberia  succeeds.  The  traveller  may  form  an  idea  of  the  height  he  has 
reai^ied  by  observing  the  vegetation.  Vines  disappear  at  2000  feet,  generally 
sooner ;  oak-trees  and  wheat  at  8000  feet ;  beeches  and  barley  at  4000  feet ; 
pLoes  and  firs  at  6000  feet.  Above  9000  feet  flowering  plants  are  very 
rare,  but  up  to  11,000  feet  they  are  found  in  sunny  crevices.  Above  11 ,000 
feet  a  few  blackened  lichens  alone  preserve  the  semblance  of  vegetable  life. 
It  will  of  course  be  understood  that  in  favourable  situations  these  limits 
will  be  exceeded ;  in  unfavourable  situations  tiiey  will  not  be  reached.  At 
the  summit  of  a  high  pass  and  amongst  the  glaciers  the  rarefied  air  is  icy 
cold,  and  exercise  and  quick  motion  are  necessary  to  keep  up  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  The  agreeable  murmur  of  falling  water,  which  has  accom« 
panied  the  traveller  hitherto  incessantly,  here  ceases, — all  is  solitude  and 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  marmot,  or  the  hoarse 
cawing  of  an  ill-omened  raven.  The  ptarmigan  starts  up  from  among 
the  broken  rocks  on  the  verge  of  the  snow-field  at  the  traveller's  approach, 
and  the  lammergeyer  (the  condor  of  the  Alps),  disturbed  in  his  repast  on 
the  carcase  of  a  sheep  or  cow,  may  sometimes  be  seen  soaring  upwards  in 
a  succession  of  corkscrew  sweeps  till  he  gains  the  ridge  of  the  Alps,  and 
then  disappears. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  gradations  which  the  stranger  encounters  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  on  a  single  pass  of  the  Alps ;  but  the  most  striking 
change  of  all  is  that  from  the  region  of  snow  and  ice  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  to  the  sunny  dime  and  rich  vegetation  of  Italy,  which  await 
the  traveller  at  the  S.  foot  of  the  Alps.    (See  Bte.  59.) 

The  works  of  Nature,  however,  will  not  entirely  occupy  the  attention 
and  wonder  of  the  wanderer  in  such  a  pass  ;  at  least  a  share  will  be  de- 
manded for  admiration  of  the  works  of  man.  The  great  highways,  pass* 
able  for  carriages,  over  the  high  Alps,  are,  indeed,  most  surprising  monu- 
ments of  human  skill  and  enterprise  in  surmounting  what  would  appear, 
at  first  sight,  to  be  intended  by  Nature  as  insurmoimtable.  These  proud 
constructions  of  art  thread  the  valleys,  cross  the  d^ris  of  rivers  on  long 
causeways,  skirt  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  with  walls  of  rock  tottering 
over  them,  and  torrents  thundering  below.  Where  the  steep  and  hard 
surface  of  the  cliff  has  not  left  an  inch  of  space  for  a  goat  to  climb  along, 
they  are  ocHiducted  upon  high  terraces  of  solid  masoni^,  or  through  a  notch 
blasted  by  gunpowder  in  the  wall  of  rock.   In  many  instances  a  projecting 
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buttress  of  the  moontoin  bas  blocked  up  all  passage  for  ages,  saying  **  tbns 
far  and  no  farther:**  the  skill  of  the  modem  engineer  has  pierced  through 
this  a  tunnel  or  gallery ;  and  the  difficulty  ia  Tanquiahed,  without  w 
least  change  in  the  level  of  the  road. 

Sometimes  an  impediment  is  eluded  by  throwing  bridges  over  a  dizzy 
gorge,  and  shifting  the  road  from  side  to  side,  frequently  two  or  three 
times  within  the  space  of  half  a  mile.  Often  the  road  reaches  a  spot 
down  which  the  winter  avalanches  take  their  habitual  course  every  year^ 
sweeping  everything  before  them,  and  which,  even  in  summer,  appears 
reeking  and  dripping  with  the  lingering  fragments  of  snow  which  it  has 
left  behind.  Will  not  so  irresistible  an  antagonist  arrest  the  course  of 
this  frail  undertaking  of  man  ?  Not  even  the  avalanche ; — in  such  a 
situation  the  road  either  buries  itself  in  subterranean  galleries,  driven 
through  the  mountain,  or  is  sheltered  by  massive  arcades  of  masonry, 
sometimes  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Over  these  the 
avalanche  glides  harmlessly,  and  is  turned  into  the  depths  below. 

Every  opportunity  is  seized  of  gaining,  by  easy  ascents,  a  higher  level 
for  the  road ;  at  length  comes  the  main  ascent,  the  central  lidge,  to  be 
surmounted  only  by  hard  climbing.  This  is  overcome  by  a  succession  of 
zigzag  terraces,  called  tourniquets  or  giravolte^  connected  together  by  wide 
curves,  to  allow  carriages  to  turn  easily  and  rapidly.  So  skilful  is  their  con- 
struction, with  such  easy  bends  and  so  gradual  a  slope,  that  in  many  Alpine 
roads  the  postilions,  vnth  horses  accustomed  to  the  roady  trot  down  at  a 
rapid  pace.  Sometimes  as  many  as  60  of  these  zigzags  succeed  one 
another  without  interruption ;  and  the  traveller,  as  he  passes  backwards 
and  forwards,  hovering  over  the  valley,  is  as  though  suspended  to  a 
pendulum,  and  swinging  to  and  fro.  The  road  itself  has  a  most  singular 
appearance,  twisted  about  like  an  uncoiled  rope  or  a  riband  unwound. 

The  travelling-carriage  descends  sometimes  rapidly  and  without  inrte- 
ruption  for  hours.  A  drag  of  tempered  iron  is  quickly  worn  down,  in 
that  time,  as  thin  as  the  blade  of  a  knife,  so  great  is  the  iricti<Hi ;  and  it  is 
usual  to  substitute  for  the  iron  drag  a  wooden  sabot,  formed  of  (he  section 
of  a  fir-tree,  with  a  groove  cut  in  the  centre  to  admit  the  wheel. 

The  winter's  snow  usually  falls  upon  the  Alpine  passes  more  than 
5000  ft.  high  about  the  second  week  in  October  (sometimes  earlier),  and 
continues  till  the  first  or  second  week  in  Jime.  Tet  even  after  this,  tiie 
passage  across  the  neck  or  Col,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  stopped,  except  for  a 
few  days,  imtil  the  snow  can  be  cleared  away.  In  some  of  the  minor  passesi, 
indeed,  traversed  by  a  mere  rough  footpath  or  bridle-path,  the  traffic  is 
much  increased  after  the  fall  of  the  snow,  which,  by  filling  up  depressions 
and  smoothing  the  way,  permits  the  transport  of  heavy  merchandise  on 
sledges,  which  move  easily  over  the  surface  as  soon  as  it  is  hardened. 

Along  the  lines  of  the  great  carriage-roads  strong  houses  are  erected  at 
intervals,  called  Maisons  de  Refuge^  Case  di  Ricovero^  occupied  by  persons 
called  Cantonniers,  who  are  employed  in  mending  the  road  and  keeping  it 
free  from  snow  in  winter,  and  are  also  paid  to  assist  travellers  in  danger 
during  snow-storms. 

As  near  as  possible  to  the  summit  of  the  pass  a  Hospice  is  generally- 
erected,  usually  occupied  by  a  band  of  charitable  monks,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Great  St.  Bernard,  the  Simplon,  Cenis,  St.  Gothard,  &c.  The  direction 
of  the  road  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  marked  by  a  line  of  tall  poles. 
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vMch  project  above  the  snow,  and,  from  being  painted  black,  are  eafdly 
reoognieed.  Bells  are  rung  in  tempestuous  weather,  when  the  tourmente 
18  rasing  and  the  mist  and  falling  snow  hide  the  landmarks,  that  the 
sound  may  aid  when  the  sight  fails. 

The  mommg  after  a  fall  of  snow  labourem  and  peasants  are  assembled 
from  all  sides  to  shovel  it  off  from  the  road.  Where  it  is  not  very  deep,  it  is 
cleared  away  by  a  snow-plough  drawn  by  6  or  8  oxen.  As  the  winter 
advances  and  fresh  falls  occur,  the  snow  accumulates,  and  the  road  near 
the  sommit  of  a  pass  presents  the  singular  aspect  of  a  path  or  lane  cut 
between  walls  of  snow  sometimes  10  or  20  ft.  nigh.  Carria&es  are  taken 
off  thear  wheels  and  fastened  upon  sledges ;  ropes  are  attached  to  the  roof, 
which  are  held  by  6  or  8  sturdy  guides  running  along  on  each  side,  to 
prevent  the  vehicle  upsetting  and  rolling  over  the  slipi^ery  ice  down  a 
precipice.  More  commonly,  however,  travellers  are  transferred  to  light 
narrow  one-horae  sledges,  each  carrying  two  passengers,  by  which  com- 
munication is  kept  up,  except  during  winter  storms,  when  no  living  animal 
can  withstand  the  fury  of  the  elements.  In  this  manner  veiy  higa  passes 
are  crossed  in  the  depth  of  winter  with  little  risk.  The  spring  is  a  season 
during  which  far  greater  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  from  the  avalanches 
whic&  then  &11. 

The  Swiss  are  essentially  a  road-making  nation,  and  had  good  roads  when 
those  of  continental  Europe  generally  were  still  execrable.  They  bestow 
an  amount  of  care  and  expense  in  avoiding  hills  and  steep  declivities 
whi<^  should  mi^e  an  Englishman  ashamed  of  the  state  of  things  in  the 
hilly  parts  of  England.  It  is,  however,  strange  that,  after  bavins  spent 
enormous  time  ana  money  in  making  a  road  level  and  good  enougn  for  a 
mail-ooach  at  11  miles  an  hour,  they  should  persiBt  in  crawling  along  at 
5  or  6  miles  an  hour. 
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From  the  mountainous  nature  of  Switzerland  and  its  high  elevation* 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface,  more  than  1800  ft.  above  the  sea,  which  is 
not  bare  lock,  is  pasture-land.  The  wealth  of  the  people,  like  that  of  the 
patriardis  of  old,  in  a  great  measure  lies  in  cattle  and  their  produce,  on  which 
account  the  pastoral  life  of  the  Swiss  deserves  some  attention.  The  bright 
verdnre  of  the  meadows  which  clothe  the  valleys  of  Switzerland  is  one  of 
the  distinguishing  features  of  the  country ;  and  the  music  of  the  cow-bells, 
borne  along  by  the  evening  breeze,  is  one  of  the  sweetest  sounds  that  greet 
the  traveller's  ear. 

The  Alps,  or  mountain-pasturages  (for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Alp  in  Switzerland  and  Tyrol)  are  usually  the  property  of  the  cranmune ; 
in  fact  common  land,  on  whicn  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  town 
or  village  have  the  right  of  pasturing  a  certain  number  of  cattle,  the  r^;u- 
latioDS  as  to  which  are  often  very  curious. 

**  In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  youns 
grass  spronts  up,  the  cattle  are  sent  from  the  villages  up  to  the  first  and 
lower  pastures.  Should  a  certain  portion  of  these  be  exhausted,  they 
change  their  quarters  to  another  part  of  the  mountain.  Here  they  stay 
till  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  when  the  cattle  are  driven  to  tha 
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middle  ranges  of  pastures.  That  portion  of  the  herds  intended  foi*  a  muniner 
oampaign  on  the  highest  Alps  remain  here  till  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
on  the  4th  of  that  month  generally  ascend  to  them ;  return  to  the  middle 
range  of  pastures  about  7  or  8  weeks  afterwards,  spend  there  about  14  days 
6r  3  weeks,  to  eat  the  aftergrass  ;  and  finally  return  into  the  valleys  about 
the  lOHoL  or  11th  of  October,  where  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  ihe 
villages  till  driven  by  the  snow  and  tempests  of  winter  into  the  stables. 

*'  That  portion  of  the  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  not  destined 
to  pass  the  summer  on  the  higher  Alps,  and  are  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  the  villaore  with  milk  and  butter,  descend  from  the  middle  pastures  on 
the  4th  of  July  into  the  valley,  and  consume  the  grass  upon  the  pastors^ 
belonging  to  the  commune,  till  the  winter  drives  them  under  shelter.  The 
very  highest  Alpine  pasturages  are  never  occupied  more  than  3  or  4  weeks 
at  the  furthest." — IxUrobe,  The  tourist  in  the  higher  Alps  continually 
meets  the  flocks  and  herds  migrating  from  one  pasture  to  another,  or  to 
the  valley  below. 

Sometimes  the  owners  of  the  cattle  repair  in  person  to  the  Alps,  and 
pass  the  summer  among  them  along  with  their  families,  superintending  the 
herdsmen,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese ;  and  in  some  parts 
there  are  whole  villages  inhabited  only  temporarily ;  but  in  general  only  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  attend  to  the  herds  and  to  make  the  cheeses 
remain  with  the  cattle,  in  which  case  the  cows  or  goats  belonging  to  each 
owner  are  tried  twice  a-year,  %.  e,  the  amount  of  cheese  produced  in  a  day  or 
two  by  each  is  ascertained  ;  then  at  the  end  of  the  season  the  cheese  made 
is  divided  among  the  owners  in  the  proportions  indicated  by  the  trial.  The 
best  cheeses  are  made  upon  pastures  3000  ft.  above  the  sea^-level,  in  the 
vales  of  Simmen  and  Saanen  (Gruy^re)  and  in  the  Emmenthal.  The  best 
oows  there  yield,  in  summer,  between  20  lbs.  and  40  lbs.  of  milk  daily,  and 
each  cow  produces,  by  the  end  of  the  season  of  4  months,  on  an  average, 
2  cwt.  of  cheese. 

The  life  of  the  cowherd  (Fr.  Vacher,  Germ.  Senner)  is  by  no  means  such 
an  existence  of  pleasure  as  romances  in  general,  and  that  of  Bousseau  in 
particular,  have  represented  it.  His  labours  are  dirty,  arduous,  and  con- 
stant; he  has  to  collect  80  or  90  oows  twice  a-day  to  be  milked,  to  look  after 
stragglers,  to  make  the  cheese,  and  keep  all  the  utensils  employed  in  the 
process  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  cleanliness.  The  cowherd  has  gene* 
rally,  as  assistants,  a  friend  (Freund),  who  acts  as  a  carrier  to  the  low 
country,  and  a  lad  (Kuhbub).  Tn  some  parts  the  herdsmen  live  for  many 
months  almost  entirely  on  milk  and  cheese,  not  eating  10  lbs.  of  bread  or 
potatoes  in  the  time.  The  cattle  are  frequently  enticed  home  at  milkinic 
time  by  the  offer  of  salt,  which  they  relish  highly,  and  which  is  considered 
very  wholesome  for  them.  The  allowance  for  a  cow  is  4  or  5  lbs.  in  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  The  Stoss  is  an  extent  of  pasture  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  1  cow,  or  1  colt,  or  4  calves,  or  I  of  a  horse. 

The  Chalet  (Germ.  Sennhiitte)  in  which  the  herdsman  resides  is  literally 
a  log-hut,  formed  of  trunks  of  pines,  notched  at  the  extremities  so  as  to  fit 
into  one  another  at  the  angles  of  the  building,  where  they  cross :  it  has  a 
low  flat  roof,  weighted  witik  stones  to  keep  fast  the  shingle-roof  and  pre* 
vent  its  being  blown  away  by  the  wind.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  rarely 
air-tight  or  water-tight.  The  interior  is  usually  blackened  with  smoke 
and  very  dirty,  boasting  of  scarcely  any  furniture,  except,  perhaps,  a  table 
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and  mde  l)eiicli,  and  the  apparatus  of  the  dairy,  haclnding  a  hage  kettle 
for  heating  the  milk.  A  truss  of  straw,  in  the  loft  above,  serves  the  in- 
mates for  a  bed.  The  ground  around  the  hut  on  the  outside  is  usually 
poached  by  the  feet  of  the  cattle,  and  the  heaps  of  mud  and  dung  render 
it  difBcult  to  approach  the  door. 

There  is  another  kind  of  chalet,  a  mere  shed  or  bam,  in  which  the  hay 
ia  housed  until  the  winter,  when  it  is  conveyed  over  Uie  snow  in  sledges 
down  to  the  villages  below.  A  pastoral  Swiss  valley  is  usually  speckled 
over  with  huts  of  this  kind,  giving  it  the  apf^aranoe,  to  a  stranger,  of  being 
much  more  populous  than  it  is  in  reality :  in  the  Simmenthal  alone  there 
are,  it  is  said,  10,000  chalets.  This  large  number  of  ch&lets  is  necessary, 
because  everything — goats,  sheep,  cattle,  horses,  and  food — ^must  be  put 
mider  cover  for  some  months  during  the  snow. 

The  herdsmen  shift  their  habitations  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  pas- 
turages, as  their  cattle  ascend  and  descend  the  Alps,  at  different  seasons^ 
and  they  sometimes  have  2  or  3  places  of  temporary  abode.  The  ex-» 
pcrienced  traveller  is  careful  to  inquire  beforehand  what  chftlets  are^ 
occupied ;  otherwise  when  in  search  of  repose  or  refreshment,  after  a  long 
day's  journey,  he  is  liable  to  the  disappointment,  on  approaching  what  he 
conceives  to  be  a  human  habitation,  of  finding  that  it  is  a  mere  hay-barui 
or  else  a  deserted  chalet ;  and  he  may  learn,  with  much  mortification, 
that  he  has  still  some  tedious  miles  to  trudge  before  he  can  reach  the 
first  permanently  occupied  dwelling.  What  an  agreeable  contrast  to  reach 
a  well-appointed  chalet  of  the  better  sort,  where  delicious  milk  cooled 
in  the  mountain  stream,  fresh  butter,  bread,  and  cheese,  are  spread  out 
on  a  clean  napkin  before  the  hungry  and  tired  stranger ! 
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The  Glaciers  are  amongst  the  most  remarkable  objects  in  nature  ;  to 
them  Alpine  scenery  owes  much  of  its  strangeness  and  sublimity.  A 
glacier  may  be  described  as  a  stream  of  ice,  descending  into  the  valleys  of 
high  mountain  chains,  fed  by  the  snow  which  occupies  their  tops  and  fills 
the  hollows  and  clefts  between  their  peaks  and  ri^es ;  what  it  loses  by 
melting  at  its  lower  end  is  supplied  by  the  descent  of  new  masses  from 
the  upper  regions.  The  snow  which  falls  upon  the  summits  and  plateaux 
of  the  high  Alps  is  at  first  a  dry  and  loose  powder.  The  action  of  the 
sun  gradually  converts  this  into  a  granular  mass,  as  the  minute  particles 
are  aggregated  together  in  irregular  roundish  grains.  In  this  state  the 
entire  mass  appears  white  and  opaque,  but  the  separate  grains  are 
transparent.  In  the  course  of  successive  years,  as  one  layer  accumulates 
over  another,  pressure  begins  to  act  on  the  lower  portions  of  the  mass. 
Tlie  separate  grains  being  brought  into  contact  adhere  together,  until  the 
whole  becomes  a  seemingly  solid  mass  of  ice.  llie  accumulation  of  snow, 
partly  transformed  into  ice,  in  the  upper  regions,  may  be  many  hundreds 

*  Th«  beat  taformAtkm  reipeetlng  gUden  is  to  be  found  in  IVofeoor  Forbes*  *  Travels  In  tlie 
Alps,'  alrettly  alloded  to.  In  A^usirs  *  Etades  sur  les  GUdeis,'  Tyndairs  *  Glacieri  of  the 
AIM,'  sod  Forbes's  *  tteeesionsl  Papers  on  the  Theory  of  Glaciers.'  l>ocal  names  for  glaciers— 
In  Ty ro^  ^m «  '^^  Osrinthia,  Kiis ;  in  the  Gritons,  Wader  or  Vedreg ;  in  part  of  Italy.  V  edretto  s 
in  tiM  ValUia,  Biegno ;  in  Fiedmont,  Raise ;  in  the  P}renecs,  SemeiUe. 
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of  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  pressure  on  the  undermost  part  is  therefore 
enormously  great.  The  glacier  ice  yields  to  this  pressure,  and  is  gradually 
forced  downwards  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  into  the  upper  valleys 
which  afford  the  easiest  channels  for  its  descent.  The  upper  granular  and 
unconsolidated  part  is  called  in  Grerman  Fim,  or  Nev^  in  French,  the  term 
Olacie^*  (Gletscher)  being  applied  to  the  lower  limbs  of  more  solid 
ice,  which  stretch  down  into  the  valleys.  The  Fim,  or  N^v^,  is  a  region 
of  complete  desolation;  no  animal  intrudes  upon  it  save  a  chance 
insect,  and  only  the  scantiest  lichens  appear  on  the  rocks  around  it. 
The  fim  occurs  only  at  a  height  where  the  snow  which  falls  in  the 
winter  does  not  entirely  disappear  in  the  course  of  the  following  year  ; 
while  that  which  falls  on  the  lower  glacier  is  almost  always  melted  in 
the  course  of  the  following  summer,  and  never  combines  with  the  ice.* 
*  Escher  has  computed  the  number  of  glaciers  among  the  Swiss  Alpe  at 
600,  and  the  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  them  at  1000  square  miles  : 
this,  however,  must  be  but  a  vague  estimate.  They  vary  from  a  few 
square  yards  to  acres  and  miles  in  extent,  covering,  in  some  instances, 
whole  districts,  filling  up  entirely  the  elevated  hollows  and  basins  between 
the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  Alps,  and  sending  forth  arms  and  branches 
into  the  inhabited  valleys,  below  the  region  of  forests,  and  even  below 
the  level  at  which  com  will  grow. 

It  is  such  offsets  of  the  glacier  as  these  that  are  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  traveller  from  the  villages  of  Ghamouni,  Zermatt,  and  Grindelwald. 
These,  however,  are,  as  it  were,  but  the  skirts  and  fringes  of  that  vast  ever- 
lasting drapery  of  ice  which  clothes  all  the  upper  region  of  the  Alps.  These 
fields  or  tracts  of  uninterrupted  glacier  have  been  called  '*  Seas  of  Ice  " 
(Mers  de  Glace,  Kismeeren),  and  there  are  three  such  among  the  Swiss 
and  Savoyard  Alps,  which  merit  especial  mention ;  that  around  Mont 
Blanc,  that  around  the  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Gervin,  and  that  of  the 
Bernese  Oberland,  around  the  Finster-Aar-Hom.  The  last  sends  out  no 
less  than  13  branches ;  its  extent  has  been  estimated  at  125  square  m.,  and 
it  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest  in  Europe. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  the  glaciers  has  been  commonly  estimated  at 
between  600  and  800  ft.  The  greatest  thickness  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  N.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  is  estimated  by  Forbes  at  850  ft.  deep. 
Saussure  had  calculated  it  at  600  ft.  Agassis  assures  us  that  there  are 
holes  in  the  Aar  glacier  780  ft.  deep. 

Notwithstanding  their  great  extent  and  solidity,  the  gladers  are  under* 

*  A  wrioos  eiTor  to  conveyed  by  the  oommon  expraaeloii,  **  the  liae  of  perpetoal  enovr/'  or« 
**  where  gnow  never  melu."  There  is  no  spot  on  the  Alpe,  nor  on  any  other  tnow-dad  moan- 
taini,  where  mow  doee  not  melt  under  the  Inflaence  of  a  rammer  aun  at  mid-day.  It  melts 
even  on  the  top  of  Mont  Blano  ;  but  there,  and  on  the  summits  of  the  other  high  Alpe,  the  da»a- 
tion  of  the  sun's  heat  Is  so  short,  that  very  little  is  melted  during  the  year,  and,  for  the  same 
teason,  there  is  very  little  moisture  in  the  air,  and.  consequently,  very  little  snow  can  fall :  and 
the  greater  part  of  thfa  Is  esrrled  ^o  a  lower  level  by  the  storms  which  often  rage  round  the 
mountain  tops.  What  is  called  **  the  mow  Hm  "  does  not  depend  on  elevation  alone,  but  en  all 
the  circumstances  which  aflfect  the  quantity  of  snow  that  Alls  during  a  year,  and  the  quantity  that 
melts  during  the  same  period.  It  to  the  limit  at  which  the  quantity  melted  In  the  year  exactly 
equals  the  quantity  that  has  fkllen.  Independent  of  a  certain  amount  of  variation  ftom  one 
eeason  to  another.  It  varies  with  the  ladtoae,  with  the  exposure  to  certain  winds,  and  even  on 
the  two  sides  of  the  same  mountain,  belnff  Mnemlly  hielier  on  the  8.  side  than  the  N.  The 
•now  will  likewise  rest  longer,  and  extend  lower  down,  upon  a  mountain  of  granite  than  upon 
one  of  limertone,  in  proportion  as  the  two  rucks  are  good  or  bad  condnctora  of  heat,  and  thto 
to  the  caae  even  in  contiguous  mountains,  members  of  the  same  chain. 
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going  a  perpetual  process  of  renovation  and  destmction.  llie  lower 
portions  descending  into  the  Talleys  are  gradually  dissolved  by  the  In- 
creased temperature  which  prevails  at  so  low  a  level,  llie  summer  snn, 
aided  by  warm  vnnds,  acts  upon  the  surface,  so  that,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  it  abounds  in  pools,  and  is  traversed  by  rills  of  water.  The  con* 
stant  evaporation,  fifom  every  part  exposed  to  the  air,  produces  ereat 
diminution  in  the  upper  beds  ;  the  temperature  of  the  earth,  also,  which 
is  at  all  seasons  greater  than  that  of  ice,  melts  yearly  a  small  portion  of  its 
lower  surface.  By  the  combined  influence  of  these  causes  the  bulk  and 
thickness  of  the  glacier  are  reduced  during  the  hot  season  until  in  the 
autumn  it  has  fallen  many  feet  below  its  ordinary  level.  The  vacancy 
thus  caused  is  entirely  filled  up  from  above  by  the  winter's  snow  falling 
upon  the  mountain-tops,  and  on  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  fiows  into  the  higher  valleys,  pressed  down  by  its  own  weight. 
Henceforth  the  ice-stream,  like  the  river,  moves  onward  steadily  by  day 
and  nighty  and  even  in  the  winter,  though  its  progress  is  slower, 

**  The  glacier's  cold  and  restless  mass 
Moves  onward  day  by  day." — Byvm» 

It  is  also  sensibly  retarded  by  hard  frost,  and  aooelerated  by  thaw.  The 
snow  which  has  fallen  in  the  winter  on  the  lower  part  of  the  glacier  melts 
in  the  spring,  as  it  would  on  land ;  and,  on  cold  nights,  the  small  pools  of 
water  on  the  glacier  freeze,  and  thaw  again  under  the  sun's  rays. 

Hie  cause  of  the  movement  of  glaciers  has  been  much  discussed  and 
Tariously  explained.  Be  Saussure  supposed  that  it  proceeds  from  their 
weight  alone,  and  that  they  slide  down  the  inclined  surface  of  the  valleys, 
aid^  by  the  ice  melting  below,  in  contact  with  the  earth.  Others  be- 
lieved that  the  descent  was  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  glacier,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  that  penetrates  the  mass  of  ice,  alternately  thawing 
and  freezing.  The  theory  of  their  motion  now  generally  accepted  by 
scientific  men  is  that  of  Professor  J.  D.  Forbes,  modified  in  some  respects 
by  the  subsequent  researches  of  Professor  Tyndall.  Without  adverting  to 
disputed  points,  which  are  discussed  in  their  works,  it  may  be  said  uiat 
under  the  pressure  of  its  own  enormous  weight  glacier  ice  becomes  plastic  and 
nnyulds  itself  to  the  form  of  the  channel  through  which  it  moves.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  one  of  these  vast  rivers  of  ice  turn  sharply  round  a  pro- 
jecting promontory  of  rock,  or  contract  its  bed  to  less  than  half  its  previous 
width  in  passing  through  a  gorge,  and  then  expand  again  in  a  more  open 
part  of  the  valley.  The  centre  of  the  ice-stream  moves  quicker  than  the 
sides,  which  are  retarded  by  the  friction  of  the  rocks,  &c.,  and,  for  the 
same  reason,  the  top  moves  faster  than  the  bottom.  The  rate  of  onward 
motion  varies  very  much  in  different  glaciers,  according  to  the  slope  and 
the  mass  of  ice  in  motion.  Opposite  the  Montanvert  the  quickest  moving 
part  moves  about  dO  inches  a  day  m  summer,  16  inches  in  winter. — See 
Tyndall's  <  Glaciers  of  the  Alps.' 

The  surface  of  the  mountain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  a  glacier,  however 
hard,  is  subjected  to  an  extraordinary  process  of  grinding  and  polishing 
from  ihe  vast  masses  of  ice  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  harder  frag- 
ments, such  as  granite  and  quartz,  &terposed  between  the  ice  and  the 
rock,  act  like  diamonds  on  glass,  and  scratch  deep  and  long  grooves  on  the 
smftoe.    The  seat  of  ancient  glaciers,  which  have  now  entirely  disappeared, 

c8 
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may  still  "be  discovered  by  the  furrows  left  behind  them  on  the  roclcs* 
These  furrows  and  polished  surfaces  (roches  moutonn^es)  are  very  remark^ 
able  above  Guttanen  on  the  Grimsel  road.  The  motion  of  a  glacier  may  be 
admirably  observed  at  the  Rosenlaui  glacier.  The  foot  of  the  glacier  there, 
being  on  a  surface  of  rock,  marks  its  advance  or  retrogression  daily  by  the 
heaps  of  rubbish  it  pushes  forwards,  whilst  on  the  rocks  above  may  be  seen 
the  moraine  of  the  glacier  in  former  years  when  it  was  larger. 

The  nature  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  ice  depends  partly  upon  that  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  rests :  where  it  is  even,  or  nearly  so,  the  ice  ia 
smooth  and  level ;  but  whenever  the  supporting  surface  becomes  slanting 
or  uneven,  the  glacier  begins  to  split  and  gape  in  all  directions.  Ab  it 
approaches  a  steeper  declivity  or  precipice,  as  in  the  lower  glacier 
of  Grindelwald,  the  entire  mass  is  cleft  by  deep  and  wide  fissures, 
which  generally  intersect  each  other,  leaving  crags,  obelisks,  and  towers 
of  ice  of  the  most  fantastic  shapes,  var3ring  in  height  from  20  to  80  ft. 
Being  unequally  melted  by  the  wind  and  sun,  they  are  continually 
changing  their  form  and  crumbling  away,  either  by  their  own  weight, 
or  the  pressure  of  other  masses.  After  the  difficulties  are  passed,  these 
aiguilles  and  obelisks  of  ice,  being  pressed  together  at  the  bottom  of 
the  descent,  close  up  again,  and,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the  momitain 
below  them  is  level,  the  glacier  again  assumes  a  nearly  level  and  compact 
character. 

The  Crevasses,  or  fissures,  which  traverse  the  upper  portion  of  the 
glacier,  before  it  becomes  entirely  fractured  and  disruptured,  run  in  a 
transverse  direction,  never  extending  quite  across  the  ice-field,  but  nar* 
rowing  out  at  the  extremities,  so  that,  when  they  gape  too  wide  to 
leap  across,  they  may  be  turned  by  following  them  to  their  termi- 
nation. These  rents  and  fissures  are  the^chief  source  of  danger  to  those 
who  cross  the  glaciers;  sometimes,  from  their  numbers,  monotonous 
sameness  of  appearance,  and  perplexing  confusion,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller is  nearly  bewildered,  and  even  the  most  experienced  guides  are  some- 
times at  fault  and  lose  their  way,  and  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  extri- 
cating themselves  from  their  intricacies.  In  the  upper  regions  the  crevasses 
are  concealed  by  a  treacherous  coating  of  snow;  and  many  a  bold  chamois- 
hunter  has  found  a  grave  in  their  recesses.  Ebel  mentions  an  instance  of 
a  shepherd,  in  1787,  who,  in  driving  his  flock  over  the  ice  to  a  high  pas- 
turage, had  the  misfortune  to  tumble  into  one  of  these  clefts.  He  fell  iu 
the  vicinity  of  a  torrent  which  flowed  under  the  glacier,  and,  by  following 
up  its  bed  under  the  ice,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  surface  of  the  glacier 
with  a  broken  arm.  The  man's  name  was  Christian  Bohren:  he  was 
livii^  in  1849,  and  acted  as  guide  to  the  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald. 
More  melancholy  was  the  fate  of  M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Yevay :  he  was 
engaged  in  making  some  scientific  researches  upon  the  glacier,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  leaning  over  to  examine  a  singular  well-sha^^  aperture  in  the 
ice,  when  the  staff  on  which  he  rested  gave  way ;  he  was  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  his  lifeless  and  mangled  body  was  recovered  from  the 
depths  of  the  glacier  a  few  days  after.  It  may  be  hoped  that  the  attention 
recently  directed  to  this  subject  by  several  fatal  accidents  may  induoe  tra- 
vellers to  adopt  the  precautions  already  urged  in  §  12. 

The  crevasses,  owing  their  formation  to  the  advancing  movement  of  the 
|;lacier,  whatever  causes  tend  to  accelerate  that  movement,  tend  at  the  same 
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time  to  widen  existing  crevasses  And  to  prodnce  new  ones.  In  this  way  the 
warm  S.  or  S.E.  wind,  called  the/dhn  in  Uri  and  among  the  Bernese  Alps,  is 
very  instrnmental  in  causing  the  glacier  to  split,  and  the  loud  reports 
thus  occasioned,  called  by  the  herdsmen  the  growlings  (bruUen)  of  the 
glacier,  are  regarded  as  a  sign  of  bad  weather,  because  the  same  wind^ 
bearing  a  current  of  heated  air  from  the  plains  of  Italy  or  the  Adriatic^ 
causes  rain  or  snow  when  this  current  is  cooled  down  among  the  higher  peaks 
of  the  Alp.  The  traveller  who  ventures  to  cross  any  of  the  larger  glaciers 
may,  at  times,  both  bear  and  see  the  fissures  widening  around  him.  The 
crevasses  exhibit  in  perfection  the  beautiful  azure  blue  colour  of  the  glacier ; 
the  cause  of  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  It  is  the  same 
tint  of  ultramarine  which  the  Rhone  exhibits  at  Geneva,  after  leaving 
all  its  impurities  behind  it  in  the  lake ;  and  the  writer  has  even  oly- 
served  the  same  beautiful  tint  in  footmarks  and  holes  made  in  fresh* 
fallen  snow,  not  more  than  a  foot  deep,  among  the  high  Alps. — See 
T>TidaU's  •  Glaciers  of  the  Alps.* 

The  traveller  who  has  only  read  of  glaciers  is  often  disappointed  at  the 
first  sight  of  them,  by  the  appearance  of  their  surface,  which  is  rough, 
tossed  about  in  hillocks  and  gullies,  and,  except  when  covered  with  fresh- 
fallen  snow,  or  at  very  great  heights,  has  none  of  the  purity  which  might 
be  expected  from  fields  of  ice.  On  the  contrary,  it  usually  exhibits 
a  surface  of  dirty  white,  soiled  with  mud,  and  often  covered  with 
stones  and  gravel.  Such  beds  of  stone,  dirt,  and  rubbish  are  common 
to  most  glaciers,  and,  when  accumulated  in  continuous  masses,  are 
called  MoraineSy  running  along  the  glacier  in  parallel  lines  at  the  sides 
(called  lateral  Moraines,  German  Oandecken) ;  or  in  the  middle  (medial 
Moraines,  in  German  Ouffer),  and  terminal  or  end  Moraines.  They  are 
formed  in  the  following  manner : — The  edges  of  the  glacier,  at  its  upper 
extremity,  receive  the  fragments  of  rock  detached  from  the  mountains 
around  by  the  destructive  agency  of  moisture  and  frost ;  but  as  the  glacier 
itself  is  constantly  descending,  this  fallen  rubbish  goes  along  with  it,  in- 
creased from  behind  by  the  d^^nis  of  each  succeeding  winter,  so  that  it  forms  a 
nearly  uninterrupted  line  from  the  top  of  the  ice-field  to  the  bottom,  thus 
forming  a  lateral  moraine.  Wherever  the  glacier  from  one  valley  meets 
that  of  another,  the  moraines  from  the  two  unite  and  form  one,  running 
down  the  centre  of  the  united  glacier  instead  of  along  its  mai^n,  as  before, 
thus  forming  a  medial  moraine.  Such  a  confluence  of  moraines  is  well 
seen  on  the  glacier  of  the  Aar  (Boute  26) ;  and  upon  the  great  glacier 
of  Gomer  descending  from  Monte  Rosa  ^Route  127)  six  or  eight  may  be 
seen  running  ode  by  side,  each  traceable  to  its  origin  by  the  nature  of 
the  rocks  composing  it. 

"The  moraines  remain  upon  the  surface  of  the  glacier,  and,  unless 
after  a  very  long  or  very  uneven  courae,  they  are  not  dissipated  or  in- 
gulfed. On  the  contrary,  the  largest  stones  attain  a  conspicuous  pre- 
eminence ;  the  heaviest  moraine,  far  from  indenting  the  surface  of  the  ice, 
or  sinking  amongst  its  substance,  rides  upon  an  icy  ridge  as  an  excrescence, 
which  gives  to  it  the  character  of  a  colossal  back-bone  of  the  glacier,  or 
sometimes  appears  like  a  noble  causeway,  fit,  indeed,  for  giants,  stretching 
away  for  leagues  over  monotonous  ice,  with  a  breadth  of  some  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  nused  from  50  to  80  ft.  above  its  general  level.  Almost  every 
stone,  however,  rests  upon  ice ;  the  mound  is  not  a  mound  of  debris,  as  it 
might  at  first  sight  appear." — Forbes, 
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The  terminal  moraines  are  heaped  up  often  to  a  height  of  80  or  100  ft., 
and  sometimes  much  higher :  the  moraines  in  the  Allee  Blanche  and  on 
the  glacier  of  Blaitiere  at  Chamouni  must  be  600  or  600  ft.  high.     Not 
tmfrequently  there  are  8  or  4  such  ridges,  one  behind  the  other,  like 
ISO  many  lines  of  intrenchment.    The  broken  stones,  sand,  and  mud, 
mixed  with  shattered  fn^ments  of  ice,  of  which  they  are  oompoeed, 
have  an  imsightly  appearance,  .being  perfectly  barren  of  vegetation  ;  but 
each  heap  is,  as  it  were,  a  geological  cabinet,  containing  specimens  of 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains.    The  glacier,  indeed,  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  purge  itself  from  impurities,  and  whatever  happens  to  fall 
upon  it  is  gradually  discharged  in  this  manner.    It  likewise  exerts  great 
mechanical  force,  and,  like  a  vast  millstone,  grinds  down  not  only  the 
rock  which  composes  its  channel,  but  all  the  fragments  interposed  between 
*it  and  the  rock ;  forming,  in  the  end,  a  sort  of  stone-meal.    The  extent  of 
the  moraine  depends  on  the  character  of  the  strata  of  the  mountains 
around  the  glacier :  where  they  are  of  granite,  or  other  hard  rock,  not 
easily  decomposed  by  the  weather,  the  moraine  is  of  small  extent ;  and  it 
,is  lai^est  where  the  boundary  rocks  are  of  brittle  limestone  and  fissile 
slate.    The  researohes  of  SmtIss  naturalists  (Agassiz  and  Charpentier)  have 
discovered  extensive  moraines,  not  only  in  the  lower  i)art  of  the  Valais, 
but  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at  a  height  of  not  more  than 
200  or  300  ft.  above  it ;  indicating  that,  during  some  anterior  condition  of 
our  planet,  the  valley  of  the  Rhdne  was  occupied  by  glaciers,  in  situations 
at  present  40  or  50  tn.  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  ice-field,  and 
3000  or  4000  ft.  below  it.    The  existence  of  boulder-stones,  so  common 
on  the  Jura  and  elsewhere,  is  now  generally  attributed  to  glaciers,  the 
boulders  having  been  either  carried  on  the  surface  of  glaciers  to  their 
present  position,  or  floated  there  on  icebergs  broken  off  from  glaciers.* 

A  singular  circumstance  occurs  when  a  single  large  mass  of  rock  has  fallen 
upon  the  glacier ;  the  shade  and  protection  from  the  sun's  rays  afforded  by 
the  stone  prevents  the  ice  on  which  it  rests  from  melting,  and,  while  the 
surface  around  is  gradually  lowered,  it  remains  supported  on  a  pedestal  or 
table,  like  a  mushroom  on  a  stalk,  often  attaining  a  height  of  several  feet ; 
at  length  the  stone  falls  off  the  pillar  and  the  process  recommences.  The 
glaciers  of  the  Aar  furnish  fine  examples  of  these  tahle$  dee  glaciers,  as 
they  are  called.  The  surface  of  the  glacier  has  been  ascertained  to  lose 
8  ft.  of  surface  by  melting  in  as  many  weeks  of  fine  warm  weather.  An 
exactly  opposite  phenomenon  occurs  when  a  small  stone,  not  more  than 
an  inch  thick,  or  a  leaf,  rests  upon  the  ice.  As  it  absorbs  the  sun*s  rays 
with  greater  rapidity  than  ice,  not  merely  its  surface  but  its  entire  sub- 
stance is  warmed  through,  and  instead  of  protecting  it  melts  the  ice  below 
it,  and  gradually  sinks,  forming  a  hole  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  gene- 
rally a  pool  of  water,  of  which  the  traveller  is  often  glad  to  avail  him- 
-self:  these  little  pools  are  generally  frozen  over  at  night. 

The  occurrence  of  Red  Snow,  which  at  one  time  was  treated  with  incre- 
dulity, is  common  among  the  High  Alps,  and  is  produced  either  bv  minute 
insects  and  their  eggs,  or  by  a  species  of  cryptogamic  plant,  called  ralmella 
Nivalis,  or  Protococcus,  a  true  vegetable,  which  plants  itself  on  the  surface  of 
the  snow,  takes  root,  germinates,  produces  seed,  and  dies.    In  the  state  of 

•  See  an  fntereitfng  paper  on  the  Ancient  GlarJen  of  Switxerland  and  North  Wales,  by 
ProfeMor  Ramaay,  Local  Direetor  of  the  Qeologieal  Survey  of  England,  in  *  PnJca,  Fuses,  and 
Glaciers;' also  published  separately. 
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geTmination  it  imparts  a  pale  carmine  tint  to  the  snow :  this  increases,  as 
the  plant  oomes  to  maturity,  to  a  deep  crimson  hlush,  which  gradually  fades, 
and,  as  the  plant  decays,  heoomes  a  hlack  dust  or  mould.  By  collecting 
fiofme  of  the  coloured  snow  in  a  bottle,  and  pouring  it  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
the  form  of  the  plant  may  he  discovered  with  a  microscope,  as  soon  as 
the  water  has  evaporated. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  melting  of 
the  lower  portion  of  the  glacier  is  filled  up  by  the  winter  snow  from  above. 
But,  as  may  be  supposed,  it  often  happens,  after  mild  winters  and  warm 
summers,  Uiat  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  void ;  and  vice  verBd,  after 
severe  winters  and  rainy  summers,  the  glacier  is  overloaded,  as  it  were : 
indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  an  exact  equilibrium  of  supply  and  con- 
sumption should  be  preserved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  glaciers  are  sub* 
ject  both  to  temporary  and  to  secular  variation.  The  glaciers  throughout 
the  Alps  appear  to  have  made  a  general  movement  in  advance  between 
the  years  1817  and  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  six  pre- 
ceding summers.  The  glaciers  of  Bossons  and  des  Bois,  in  the  valley  of 
Chamouni,  and  that  of  Grindelwald,  in  the  Bernese  Alps,  extended  so  far 
in  width  as  well  as  length,  as  to  overthrow  large  trees  of  the  growth  of 
many  centuries.  Afterwards  they  began  to  retreat,  and  soon  regained 
thdr  original  limits.  Instances  have  occurred  of  the  sudden  advance  of  a 
•j^lacier,  as  in  the  Gadmenthal  (Koute  32),  where  a  road  has  been  destroyed 
by  this  cause,  and  even  of  the  formation  of  new  glaciers  within  the 
memory  of  man,  as  in  the  Upper  Engadine  (?),  and  at  the  base  of  the 
Titlis :  but  these  have  been  followed  by  a  similar  retrocession,  and  the 
newly  formed  ice-fields  are  rarely  permanent.  It  is  certain  that,  at  present, 
both  the  Mer  de  Glace,  under  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  Grindelwald  Glacier, 
appear  to  have  shrunk,  and  sunk  considerably  below  the  level  they  once 
attained  ;  but  this  may  be  merely  temporary,  or  even  only  their  dimensions 
in  summer,  when  most  reduced.  Prof.  Forbes  states  that  in  1845  the 
glacier  of  Pindelen,  near  Zermatt,  was  retreating ;  since  that  time  it  has 
advanced,  destroying  fields  and  ch&lets ;  and  Sir  G.  Lyell  has  informed  the 
Editor  that  it  advanced  in  1867,  notwithstanding  the  unusual  heat  of  that 
summer. 

Professors  Agassiss,  Forbes,  and  Tyndall  have  made  some  interesting  ex- 
periments and  observations  upon  the  movement  and  rate  of  progress  of  the 
glaciers ;  but  Hugi  was  the  first  observer  who  attempted  to  measure  their 
advance.  In  1829  the  hitter  noted  the  position  of  numerous  loose  blocks 
lying  on  the  surface  of  the  lower  glacier  of  the  Aar,  relatively  to  the  fixed 
rocks  at  its  sides.  He  also  measured  the  glacier  and  erected  signal-posts 
on  it.  In  1836  he  foimd  everything  altered ;  many  of  the  loose  blocks 
had  moved  off  and  entirely  disappeared,  along  with  the  ice  that  supported 
ibenu  A  hut,  which  he  had  hastily  erected,  to  shelter  himself  and  his 
companions,  had  advanced  2184  ft.  A  mass  of  granite,  containing  26,000 
cubic  ft.,  originally  buried  under  the  snow  of  the  fim,  which  had  become 
converted  into  glacier,  had  not  only  been  raised  to  the  surface,  but  was 
elevated  above  it,  in  the  air,  upon  two  pedestals,  or  pillars,  of  ice  ;  so  that 
a  large  party  might  have  found  shelter  under  it.  A  signal-post,  stuck 
into  a  mass  of  granite,  had  not  only  made  as  great  an  advance  as  the  hut, 
hut  the  distance  between  it  and  the  hut  had  been  increased  760  ft.  by  the 
expansion  of  the  glacier*    In  1839  M.  Agassiz  found  that  Hugi's  cabin 


Ixii  §  16.— OLAGIEB& 

had  advanoed  4400  ft.  from  the  position  it  originally  occupied,  when  firal 
built  in  1827  ;  and  in  1840  it  was  200  ft.  lower.  Hugi's  observations  on 
the  Aar  glacier  give  as  its  rate  of  motion  240  ft.  per  annum.  The  more 
recent  and  precise  observations  of  Professors  Forbes  and  Tyndall  have  ascer- 
tained the  daily  motion  of  the  ice  on  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  proved  that  it 
proceeds  regularly,  not  by  fits  and  starts,  but  accelerated  in  speed  by  thaws 
and  retarded  by  frosts,  and  tliat  the  motion  is  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  glacier.  The  advance  of  the  ice-field  of  the  Mer  de  Glace  is  cal- 
culated at  between  COO  and  700  ft.  yearly,  or  nearly  2  ft.  a  day ;  so  that 
the  traveller,  whilst  walking  over  the  glacier,  is  insensibly  descending  to 
the  valley  below. 

It  is  highly  interesting  to  consider  how  important  a  service  the  glaciers 
perform  in  the  economy  of  nature.  These  dead  and  chilly  fields  of  ice, 
which  prolong  the  reign  of  winter  throughout  the  year,  are,  in  reality,  the 
source  of  life  and  the  springs  of  vegetation.  They  are  the  locked-up 
reservoirs,  the  sealed  fountains,  from  which  the  vast  rivers  traversing  the 
great  continents  of  our  globe  are  sustained.  The  summer  heat,  which 
dries  up  other  sources  of  water,  first  opens  out  their  bountiful  supplies. 
When  the  rivers  of  the  plain  begin  to  shrink  and  dwindle  within  their 
parched  beds,  the  torrents  of  the  Alps,  fed  by  melting  snow  and  glaciers, 
rush  down  from  the  mountains  and  supply  the  deficiency ;  and,  at  that 
season  (July  and  August),  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerland  are  fullest. 

During  the  whole  summer,  the  traveller  who  crosses  the  glaciers  hears 
the  torrents  rustling  and  running  below  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  azure 
clefts.  These  plenteous  rills  gushing  forth  in  their  sub-glacial  beds,  are 
generally  all  collected  in  one  stream,  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which,  in 
Consequence,  is  eaten  away  into  a  vast  dome-shaped  arch,  sometimes  100 
ft.  high,  gradually  increasing  until  the  constant  thaw  weakens  its  support, 
and  it  gives  way  and  falls  in  with  a  crash.  Such  caverns  of  ice  are  seen 
in  great  perfection,  in  some  years,  at  the  source  of  the  Arveyron,  in  the 
valley  of  Ghamouni,  and  in  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald.  The  streams 
issuing  from  glaciers  are  distinguished  by  their  turbid  dirty-white  or  milky 
colour.  Tlie  waters  collected  by  the  melting  of  the  ice  from  all  parts  of 
the  surface  of  a  glacier  often  accumulate  into  torrents,  which,  at  lengtli, 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  hole  or  fissure  in  its  sur&ce  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade. 

I'hc  following  striking  passage  from  Professor  Forbes's  '  Alps,*  p.  386, 
will  form  a  good  conclusion  to  this  account  of  glaciers  : — **  Poets  and 
philosophers  have  delighted  to  compare  the  course  of  human  life  to  that 
of  a  river  ;  perhaps  a  still  apter  simile  might  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
glacier.  Heaven-descended  in  its  origin,  it  yet  takes  its  mould  and  con- 
formation from  the  hidden  womb  of  the  mountains  which  brought  it  forth. 
A  t  first  soft  and  ductile,  it  acquires  a  character  and  firmness  of  its  own,  as 
an  inevitable  destiny  urges  it  on  its  onward  career.  Jostled  and  constrained 
by  the  crosses  and  inequalities  of  its  prescribed  path,  hedged  in  by  in>- 
passable  barriers  which  fix  limits  to  its  movements,  it  yields  groaning  to 
its  fate,  and  still  travels  forward  seamed  with  the  scars  of  many  a  conflict 
with  opposing  obstacles.  All  this  while,  although  wasting,  it  is  renewed 
by  an  unseen  power, — it  evaporates,  but  is  not  consumed.  On  its  suriaoe 
it  bears  the  spoils  which,  during  the  progress  of  existence,  it  has  made  its 
own ;  often  weighty  burdens  devoid  of  beauty  or  value,  at  times  precious 
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masses,  sparkling  with  gems  or  mih  ore.  HsTing  at  length  attained  its 
greatest  width  and  extension,  commanding  admiration  by  its  beauty  and 
power,  waste  predominates  over  supply,  the  vital  springs  b^in  to  fail ;  it 
stoops  into  an  attitude  of  decrepitude— it  drops  the  burdens,  one  by  one, 
which  it  had  borne  so  proudly  aloft — its  dissolution  is  inevitable.  But  as 
It  is  resolved  into  its  elements,  it  takes  all  at  once  a  new,  and  livelier,  and 
disembarrassed  form :  from  the  wreck  of  its  members  it  arises  '  another, 
yet  the  same ' — a  noble,  full-bodied,  arrowy  stream,  which  leaps  rejoicing 
over  the  obstecles  which  before  had  stayed  its  progress,  cmd  hastens 
through  fertile  valleys  towards  a  freer  existence,  and  a  final  union  in  the 
ocean  with  the  boundless  and  the  infinite.** 

{  17.  AVAI4AKCHE8 — 8KOW-BTOBM8 — FLOODS. 

^The  avalanche — ^the  thunderbolt  of  snow." — Btfroru 

Avalanches  (Germ.  Lawinen)  are  those  accumulations  of  snow  which 
precipitate  themselves  from  the  mountains,  either  by  their  own  weight  or 
by  the  loosening  effects  of  the  sun's  heat,  into  the  vidleys  below,  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and  causing,  at  times,  great  destruction  of-^  life 
and  property.  The  feaifnl  crash  which  accompanies  their  descent  is  often 
heard  at  a  distance  of  several  leagues. 

Hie  natives  of  the  Alps  distinguish  between  several  different  kinds  of 
avalanches.  The  8taub4awin0n  (dust  avalanches)  are  formed  of  loose 
£resh-fallen  snow,  heaped  up  by  the  wind  early  in  the  winter,  before  it 
has  begun  to  melt  or  combine  together.  Such  a  mass,  when  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  or  declivity,  tumbles  from  point  to  point,  increasing  in 
quantity  as  well  as  in  impetus  every  instant,  and  spreading  itself  over 
a  wide  extent  of  surface.  It  descends  with  prodigious  rapi^ty,  and  has 
been  known  to  rush  down  a  distance  of  10  m.  from  the  point  whence 
it  was  first  detached ;  not  only  descending  one  side  of  a  valley,  but  also 
asooiding  the  opposite  hill  by  the  velocity  acquired  in  its  fall,  overwhelm- 
ing and  laying  prostrate  a  whole  forest  of  firs  in  its  descent,  and  breaking 
down  another  forest,  up  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  lay  the  heads  of  the 
trees  up  the  hill  in  its  ascent.  I^ide-amlanehes  (Schleich-lawine  or 
Schlipfe)  slip  down  from  inclined  surfaces  often  without  disturbance  of 
the  surface,  and  it  is  only  when  they  begin  to  roll  over  and  bound  that 
tfaey  become  schll^;  or  grund-lawinen. 

Another  kind  of  avalanche,  the  Orund^iaunnienj  occurs  in  spring,  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  the  sun  becomes  powerful,  and  the 
snow  thaws  rapidly  under  its  influence.  They  fall  constantly  from 
different  parts  of  the  mountains,  at  different  hours  in  the  day,  accordingly 
as  each  part  is  reached  by  the  sun :  from  the  E.  side  between  10  and  12, 
from  the  S.  side  between  12  and  2,  and  later  in  the  day  from  the  W.  and  K. 
This  species  is  more  dangerous  in  its  effects,  from  the  snow  being  clammy 
and  adhesive,  as  well  as  hard  and  compact.  Any  object  buried  by  it 
can  only  be  dug  out  by  the  most  arduous  labour.  Men  or  cattle  over- 
whelmed by  the  staub-lawine  can  extricate  themselves  by  their  own 
exertioDS;  or,  at  any  rate,  from  the  snow  being  less  compact,  may 
breathe  for  some  hours  through  the  interstices.  In  the  case  of  the  grund- 
Lawine,  the  sufferers  are  usually  either  crushed  or  suffocated,  and  are,  at 
any  rate,  so  entangled  Ihat  they  can  only  be  rescued  by  the  aid  of  others. 
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Such  avalanches  falling  upon  a  'monntain-Btream^  in  a  narrow  gcvge^ 
are  often  hollowed  out  from  heneaih  by  the  action  of  the  water,  until 
it  has  forced  a  passage  under  them ;  and  they  sometimes  remain  for  -the 
whole  summer,  serving  as  a  bridge,  over  which  men  and  cattle  may  pass. 

The  avalanches  have  usually  a  fixed  time  for  descending,  and  an 
habitual  channel  down  which  they  slide,  which  may  be  known  by  its 
being  worn  perfectly  smooth,  sometimes  even  appearing  polished,  and  by 
the  heap  of  debris  at  its  base.  The  peasants,  in  teme  situati<»s,  await 
with  impatience  the  fall  of  the  regular  avalanches,  as  a  symptom  of  the 
spring  having  fairly  set  in,  and  of  &e  danger  being  over.  In  some  places 
the  lower  end  of  a  glacier  falls  at  long  intervals  c^  years  and  displays  an 
avalanche  on  the  hugest  scale.  Those  near  Randa,  in  the  Yal  de  Bagnea^ 
and  on  the  side  of  Altels,  are  examples. 

Danger  arises  from  avalanches  either  by  their  falling  unexpectedly, 
while  persons  are  traversing  spots  known  to  be  exposed  to  Ihem,  or  else 
(and  this  is  the  more  fearful  source  of  catastrophes)  when  an  unusual 
accumulation  of  snow  is  raised  by  the  wind,  or  when  the  severity  of 
the  season  causes  the  avalanche  to  desert  its  usual  bed,  and  the  whole 
mass  descends  upon  cultivated  spots,  houses,  or  even  villages.  There  are 
certain  valleys  among  the  Alps  in  which  scarcely  any  spot  is  totally 
exempt  from  the  possible  occurrence  of  such  a  calamity,  though  some  are 
naturally  more  exposed  than  others.  The  Yal  Bedretto,  in  canton 
Tessin,  the  Meyenthal,  in  canton  Uri,  and  many  others,  are  thus  dread* 
fully  exposed.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  accidents,  very 
large  and  massive  dykes  of  masonry,  like  the  projecting  bastions  of  a 
fortification,  are,  in  such  situations,  built  against  the  hill-side,  behind 
churches,  houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  an  angle  pointing  upwards, 
in  order  to  break  and  turn  aside  the  snow.  In  some  valleys  great  care  is 
bestowed  on  the  preservation  of  the  forests  clothing  their  sides,  as  the 
best  protection  of  the  district  below  them  from  such  calamities.  These 
may  truly  be  regarded  as  sacred  groves ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cut 
down  timber  within  them,  under  pain  of  a  legpal  penalty.  Tet  tbey  not 
unfrequently  show  the  inefficiency  even  of  such  protection  against  so 
fearful  an  engine  of  destruction.  Whole  forests  are  at  times  cut  over  and 
laid  prostrate  by  the  avalanche.  The  tallest  stems,  fit  to  make  masts 
for  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  are  snapoed  asunder  like  a  bit  of  wax,  and  the 
barkless  and  branchless  stumps  ana  relics  of  the  forest  remain  for  years 
like  a  stubble-field  to  tell  of  what  has  happened. 

A  mournful  catalogue  of  catastrophes,  which  have  occurred  in  Swit* 
zerland,  since  the  records  of  history,  from  avalanches,  might  be  made  out 
if  necessary ;  but  it  will  suffice  to  mention  one  or  two  instances. 

In  1720  an  avalanche  killed,  in  Ober-Gestelen  (Yallais),  84  men  and  400 
head  of  cattle,  and  destroyed  120  houses.  The  same  year  40  individuids 
perished  at  Brieg,  and  23  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from  a  similar  cause. 

In  1749  the  village  of  Buaras,  in  the  Tavetsch  Thai,  was  carried 
away  by  an  avalanche ;  100  men  were  overwhelmed  by  it,  60  of  whom 
were  dug  out  alive ;  and  several  of  the  houses,  though  removed  to  some 
distance  from  the  original  site,  were  so  little  shaken  that  persons  sleeping 
within  them  were  not  awakened. 

In  1800,  after  a  snow-storm  of  three  days'  continuanoe,  an  enormous 
avalanche  detached  itself  from  the  top  of  the  precipice  of  Klucas,  above 
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Txtms,  in  tlie  valley  of  the  Yorder  Rhein ;  it  crossed  the  valley  and 
destroyed  a  wood  and  some  chalets  on  the  opposite  pasture  of  Zenim ; 
recoiling,  with  the  force  it  had  acquired,  to  the  side  from  which  it  had 
come,  it  did  fresh  mischief  there,  and  so  reboundlDg  to  and  fro,  at  the 
fourth  rash  reached  Trons,  and  buried  many  of  its  houses  to  the  roof  in  snow. 

In  1827  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Biel,  in  the  Upper  Yalais,  was 
crushed  beneath  a  tremendous  avalanche,  which  ran  down  a  ravine,  nearly 
two  leagues  long,  before  it  reached  the  village. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  attending  the  avalanche  is  the 
blast  of  air  which  accompanies  it,  snd  which,  like  what  is  called  the  wind 
of  a  camiuHi-ball,  extends  its  destractive  influence  to  a  considerable  distance 
on  eadi  side  of  the  actual  line  taken  by  the  falling  mass.  It  has  all  the 
effect  of  a  blast  of  gunpowder :  sometimes  forest  trees,  growing  near  the 
sides  of  the  channel  down  which  the  snow  passes,  are  uprooted  and  laid 
prostrate,  without  having  been  touched  by  itw  In  this  way  the  village 
of  Bsnda,  in  the  Yisp-Thal,  lost  many  of  its  houses  by  the  blast  of  a  mass 
of  glacier,  which  fell  in  1720.  The  £.  spiro  of  the  convent  of  Dissentis 
was  thrown  down  by  the  gust  of  an  avalanche  which  fell  mora  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Travellers  visiting  the  Alps  between  the  months  of  June  and  October 
are  little  exposed  to  danger  from  avalanches,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-storm ;  and,  when  compelled  to  start  at  sudh  times,  they  should  pay 
implicit  obedience  to  the  advice  of  the  guides.  It  is  a  common  saying, 
that  there  is  risk  of  avalanches  as  long  as  the  burden  of  snow  continues 
on  the  boughs  of  the  fir-trees,  and  while  the  naturally  sharp  angles  of  the 
distant  mountains  continue  to  look  rounded. 

It  is  different  with  those  who  travel  from  neoesnty  in  the  spring,  and 
before  the  annual  avalanches  have  fallen.  Muleteers,  carriers,  and  such 
persons,  use  great  caution  in  traversing  exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and 
with  these  they  are  well  acquainted.  They  proceed  in  parties,  in  single 
file,  at  a  little  distance  from  one  another,  in  order  that  if  the  snow  should 
sweep  one  off,  the  others  may  be  ready  to  ronder  assistance.  They  pro- 
ceed as  fast  as  possible,  carefully  avoiding  any  noise,  even  speaking,  and, 
it  is  said,  will  sometimes  muffle  the  mules'  bells,  lest  the  slightest  vibra- 
tion oommunicated  to  the  air  should  disengage  the  nicely-poised  mass  of 
snow  above  their  heads.  These  manoeuvros  are  probably  adopted  to 
astonish  travellers  meroly,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  lightest  summer 
breeze  nrast  produce  mora"  effect  than  the  loudest  voice. 

The  avalanches,  seen  and  heard  by  summer  tourists  on  the  sides  of 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  of  a  different  kind  from  those  described 
above,  being  caused  only  by  the  rapture  of  a  portion  of  the  glaciers, 
which  give  way  under  the  influence  of  a  mid-day  sun,  and  of  certain 
winds,  during  tibe  summer  and  autumn,  when  other  avalanches,  generally 
speaking,  have  ceased  to  fall.  They  differ,  also,  in  this  respect,  that, 
for  the  most  part,  they  do  no  harm,  since  they  fall  on  uncultivable  and 
uninhabited  spots.  It  is  mora  by  the  roar  which  accompanies  them, 
which,  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  Alps,  sounds  very  like  thunder, 
than  by  the  appearance  which  they  present,  which  is  simply  that  of  a 
waterfall,  that  they  realise  what  is  usually  expected  of  avalanches.  Still 
they  are  worth  seeing,  and  will  much  enhance  the  interest  of  a  visit  to 
the  Wengem  Alp,  the  Cramont  (on  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc),  or  the 
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borders  6f  the  Mer  de  Glaee ;  especially  if  the  speetator  will  bear  in  mind 
the  immense  distance  at  which  he  is  placed  from  the  objects  which  he  sees 
and  hears,  and  will  consider  that,  at  each  roar,  whole  tons  of  solid  ice  are 
broken  off  from  the  parent  glacier,  and  in  tumbling  many  hundred  feet 
perhaps,  are  shattered  to  atoms  and  ground  to  powder. 

The  SnowstarrM,  TaurmenieB,  or  Gusceny  which  occur  on  the  Alps,  are 
much  dreaded  by  the  chamois-hunter,  the  diepherd,  and  those  most  aocus* 
tomed  to  traverse  the  High  Alps :  how  much  more  formidable  must  they 
be  to  the  inexperienced  traveller!  They  consist  of  furious  and  tem- 
pestuous winds,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind,  which  occur  on 
the  exposed  promontories,  the  summit-ridges,  and  elevated  gorges  of  the 
Alps,  either  accompanied  by  snow,  or  filling  the  air  with  that  recently 
fallen,  while  the  flakes  are  still  dry,  tossing  them  about  like  powder  or 
dust.  In  an  instant  the  atmosphere  is  filled  with  snow;  earth,  sky, 
mountain,  abyss,  and  landmark  of  every  kind,  are  obliterated  from  view, 
as  though  a  curtain  were  let  down  on  all  sides  of  the  wanderer.  All  traces 
of  path,  or  of  the  footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  are  at  once  effaced,  and 
the  poles  planted  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  are  frequently  over^ 
turned.  In  some  places  the  gusts  sweep  the  rock  bare  of  snow,  heaping 
it  up  in  others,  perhaps  across  the  path,  to  a  height  of  20  ft.  or  more, 
barring  all  passage,  and  driving  the  wayfarer  to  despair.  At  every 
step  he  fears  to  plunge  into  an  abyss,  or  sink  overhead  in  the  snow. 
Large  parties  of  men  and  animals  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  snow- 
wreaths  on  the  St.  Gothard,  where  they  sometimes  attain  a  height  of 
40  or  50  ft.  lliese  tempests  are  accompanied  almost  every  year  by  loss 
of  life ;  and,  though  of  less  frequent  occurrence  in  summer  than  in  winter 
and  spring,  are  one  reason  why  it  is  dangerous  for  inexperienced  travellers 
to  attempt  to  cross  remote  and  elevated  passes  without  a  guide. 

The  guides  and  persons  residing  on  the  mountain-passes,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  and  other  weather-signs  known  to  them,  can 
generally  foresee  the  occurrence  of  tourmentes,  and  can  tell  when  the  fall 
of  avalanches  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Floods, — In  most  of  the  Swiss  valleys  traces  are  to  be  seen  of  terrible 
floods,  which  have  from  time  to  time  poured  down  from  the  mountains, 
and  devastated  tracts  of  land  more  or  less  lai^.  These  floods  usually 
occur  at  the  melting  of  the  snow  in  spring,  but  may  happen  at  any  time 
of  year  when,  either  from  excessive  rain,  or  from  the  too  rapid  melting  of 
the  snow,  or  from  a  dam  of  ice  falling  and  then  bursting,  a  mountain 
torrent  swells  beyond  its  usual  proportions,  and  carries  down  stones,  earth, 
huge  rocks,  and  trees,  sweeping  everything  before  it  till  it  reaches  the 
valley,  when  it  spreads  out,  often  covering  acres  of  fertile  land  with  rub- 
bish, and  ruining  the  land  for  ever.  There  is  hardly  a  year  in  which  some 
part  of  Switzerland  does  not  suffer  from  this  cause.  A  flood  in  the  autumn 
of  1852  converted  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  below  Martigny  into  a  lake,  and 
covered  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  with  rubbish,  which  in  1856  remained 
untouched  and  uncultivated.  The  flood  on  Ihe  same  day  carried  away  all 
the  bridges  but  one  in  the  valley  of  Chamouni ;  whilst,  above  Sallenches, 
the  river  left  its  bed,  and  out  out  a  channel  80  or  40  ft,  wide,  and  6  or  8  ft. 
deep,  through  the  fertile  land  and  down  to  liie  bare  rock.  Great  floods  are 
described  in  Rte.  56  and  Rte.  136.  The  upper  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Jth6ne  is  now  a  desert  in  consequence  of  floods,  and  traces  of  great  fioodj^ 
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may  he  seen  in  tlie  valley  of  the  Bhine  and  in  the  vale  of  Sanren,  and,  in 
fact,  in  nearly  every  valley.  Those  who  have  once  seen  the  recent  effects 
of  a  flood  will  soon  detect  them  continually,  though  the  grass  and  bushes 
in  a  few  years  conceal  the  traces  from  those  who  do  not  know  where  to 
look  for  theni« 


}  18.  goItbb  Ain>  CBsmnsx. 
"  Quia  tomidam  guttur  miratur  in  Aljubus.** — Juv, 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  amidst  some  of  the  most  magnificent  scenery 
of  the  ^obe,  where  Nature  seems  to  have  put  forth  all  her  powers  in 
excJtJDg  emotions  of  wonder  and  elevation  in  the  mind,  man  appears,  from 
a  mysterious  visitation  of  disease,  in  his  most  degraded  and  pitiable  con* 
ditian«  Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  It  is  in  the  grandest  and  most  beautiful 
Talleys  of  the  Alps  that  the  maladies  oiguUre  and  cretinitnn  prevail. 

Goitre  is  a  swelling  in  the  front  of  the  neck  (of  the  thyroid  glaud,  or 
the  parts  adjoining),  which  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  individual, 
until,  in  some  cases,  it  attains  an  enormous  size,  and  becomes  ''  a  hideous 
wallet  of  flesh,**  to  use  the  words  of  Shakspeare,  banging  pendulous  down 
to  the  breast.  It  is  not,  however,  attended  with  pain,  and  generally  seems 
to  be  more  unsightly  to  the  spectator  than  inconvenient  or  hateful  to  tho 
bearer;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  its  increase  is  so  enormous 
that  the  individual,  unable  to  support  his  burden,  crawls  along  the  ground 
under  it.  On  the  N.  of  the  Alps  women  appear  to  be  ue  principal 
sufferers  from  this  complaint,  and  in  the  Valais  scarcely  a  woman  is  free 
from  it,  and  it  is  said  that  those  who  have  no  swelling  are  laushed  at  and 
called  goose-necked.  At  Domo  d'  Ossola  it  seems  more  prevaknt  among 
tfiemen. 

Cretinism,  which  occurs  in  the  same  localities  as  goitre,  and  evidently 
arises  from  tiie  same  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  a  more  serious  maladv» 
inasmuch  as  it  affects  the  mind.  The  cretin  is  an  idiot — a  melancholy 
spectacle-— a  creature  who  may  almost  be  said  to  rank  a  step  below  a 
human  being.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  his  countenance ;  his  head  is  dispro- 
portionately large ;  his  limbs  are  stunted  or  crippled ;  he  cannot  articulate 
his  words  with  distinctness ;  and  there  is  scarcely  any  work  which  he 
is  capable  of  executing.  He  spends  his  days  basking  in  the  sun,  and  from 
its  warmth  appears  to  derive  great  gratification.  When  a  stranger  ap)>ears, 
he  becomes  a  clamorous  and  importunate  b^gar,  assailing  him  with  a 
ceaseless  chattering ;  and  the  traveller  is  commonly  glad  to  be  rid  of  his 
hideous  presence  at  the  expense  of  a  few  sous.  Cretins  however  are  now 
either  diminished  in  number  or  are  confined,  and  the  traveller  is  not 
pestered  by  them  as  he  used  to  be.  At  times  the  disease  has  such  an 
effect  on  the  mind  that  the  sufferer  is  unable  to  find  his  way  home  when 
within  a  few  feet  of  his  own  door. 

Various  theories  have  been  resorted  to,  to  account  for  goitre:  some 
have  attributed  it  to  the  use  of  water  derived  from  melting  snow ;  othere, 
to  the  habit  of  carrying  heavy  weights  on  the  head ;  others,  again,  to 
filthy  habits ;  while  a  fourth  theory  derives  it  from  the  nature  of  Uie  soil, 
or  the  use  of  spring-water  impregnated  with  calcareous  matter. 

As  the  goitre  occura  in  Deroyshire,  Yorkshire  (especially  at  Settle,  in  the 
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limestone  district  of  Craven),  Notts,  Somerset,  Surrey,  Hants,  &c.,  where 
no  permanent  snow  exists,  and  no  rivers  spring  from  glaciers — also  in 
Sumatra,  and  in  parts  of  South  America,  where  snow  is  unknown — and  last, 
but  not  least,  as  no  one  ever  drinks  snow-water,  whidi  is  always  dirty,  it 
is  evident  that  the  first  cause  assigned  is  not  the  true  one ;  asibr  the  second 
and  third,  they  would  equally  tend  to  produce  goitre  in  the  London  porters, 
and  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's.  If  the  limestone  theory 
be  true,  all  other  rocks  should  be  exempt  from  it,  which  is  not  the  case,  as 
far  as  our  experience  goes.  Goitre  is  found  only  in  certain  valleys ;  nor, 
when  it  does  occur,  does  it  exist  throughout  the  valley.  It  appears  in  one 
spot ;  higher  up  it  is  unknown,  and  in  another  situation,  a  mile  or  two 
distant,  perhaps  it  is  again  prevalent.  A  curious  example  of  this  is  afforded 
by  the  valley  leading  up  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  Gottre  is  unknown  above 
Liddes ;  abounds  at  Verch^res,  800  ft.  lower  down ;  and  is  almost  universal 
at  Orsi^res :  had  the  disease  depended  upon  the  glacieivwater,  it  would^  of 
course,  be  more  jirevalent  near  to  the  glaciers,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley. 

A  careful  attention  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  its  appearance 
will  show  that  it  is  connected  with  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
is  found  in  low,  warm,  and  moist  situations,  at  the  bottom  of  valle3r8y 
where  a  stagnation  of  water  occurs,  and  where  the  summer  exhalations 
and  autumnal  fogs  arising  from  it  are  not  carried  off  by  a  free  circulatiofi 
of  air ; — ^that  it  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  many  injurious  effects  produced  by 
malaria.  It  prevails  in  places  where  the  valley  is  confined,  and  shut  in, 
as  it  were— where  a  free  draught  is  checked  by  the  sides  being  clothed 
with  wood,  or  by  a  sudden  bend  occurring  in  its  direction — where,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bottom  is  subject  to  the  overflowings  of  a  river,  or  to  exten* 
sive  artificial  irrigation.  The  conjecture  which  derives  the  disease  from 
breathing  an  atmosphere  of  this  kind,  not  liable  to  be  purified  by  fresh 
currents  of  air  to  carry  off  the  vapours,  is,  perhaps,  not  undeserving  of 
consideration  and  further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  learned. 

Gottre  usually  occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty.  It  becomes  hereditary 
in  a  family,  but  children  bom  and  educated  on  spots  distant  from  home, 
and  in  elevated  situations,  are  often  exempt  from  it.  At  Sion,  in  the 
Valais,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of  gottre,  children 
and  even  adults  are  often  removed  to  the  mountains  from  tiie  low  ground 
on  the  first  symptoms  of  the  malady,  and  the  symptcmis  disappear  where 
this  is  resorted  to  in  time.  Iodine  has  been  applied  with  success  as  a 
remedy  in  some  cases ;  but,  as  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  the  administrar 
tion  of  it  must  be  resorted  to  with  Ihe  greatest  caution. 

The  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  in  18d4  visited  Martigny  for  the 
purpose  of  making  observations  upon  gottres,  considered  them  to  be 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  due  circulation  of  air ;  and  he  found  the 
inhabitants  of  one  side  of  a  valley  afflicted  by  them,  while  those  on  the 
other  were  quite  free  from  them.    (Z.  B.  1846.) 
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{  19.  HEIGHTS  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  XOUNTAINSy  LAKES,  Ain>  PASSES,  ABOVE 

THE  LEVEL  OF  THE  SEA.  ' 

Taken  prme^ally  from  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Q^aciers,'  in  English  feet. 


HoiTNTAnis, 


fMt 


Gaonnnkar or  Deodung^ (Nepal)  29,002 

AeOQcagua  (Chile) 23,910 

Ifouoi  St.  Elias  (North  America)  17,850 
PioodcTejrde(TeDeriffe)..      ••   12,206 


GnKS  Glockner  (Tpx>l  and  Ca- 

rioihia)..      

If  nlhaem  (Sierra  Nerada) 
Marmobita  Tltalian  Tyrol)        (?) 
Maladetta  (Pyroieee)       ••      (?) 

Etna  (Sicily)     ...     , 

Bnska  Poyano  (Carpathjana)    . . 
Sdineehatten  (Norway) 
Ora&  Jokull  (Iceland) 
Ben  Neris  rSootland) 
Soowdon  (Wales)     .. 
Ciinaa  Tuhul  (Ireland) 


•fe 


Moat  Blanc       

Monte  Rosa 

Dom  (MischabelhorDer)    . . 

Lyskamm 

WeSashom 

Matterhom       

Dent  Blanche 

Mont  Combin  (Graffeneire) 
Ffatttersar  Horn 

Aktschhorn      

Jnngfrsu 

Mont  PelroQX 


12,956 

11,664 

11,500 

11,168 

10,872 

9,912 

8,102 

6,200 

4,406 

8,590 

3,405 

15,784 
15,223 
14,935 
14,889 
14,804 
14,705 
14,322 
14,134 
14,039 
13,803 
13.671 
13,468 


Sdireckhom      ••      •• 

Bernina 

Weiss  Mies        ..      •• 
Aiguille  da  Gtfut    ..      .. 

Grivela  , 

Nesthom •< 

Monte  Viso       .  •      . .      . . 
Monte  delle  Dicgrazie       .. 

BlumllsAlp     

Todi 

Roche  Melon  (Mont  Cenis) 

Titlis 

Beoca  di  Nona  ..      .• 

Gorner  Grat      

Buet 

Torrenthom 

iEggischhom 

Sidelhom  ..      ••      ..      •. 


Cramont  ..      . 

Faulhom  .•      . 
Brevm 

Sentis  ..      . 

Niesen  •• 

Pilatus  .  • 

Flegfere  ..      . 

Rigi 

Monte  GeneroBO 

Dole 

Sal^re       ..      . 
Weissenstein 


feet 

13,394 

13,297 

13,249 

13,101 

13,003 

12,066 

12,586 

12,060 

12,041 

11,883 

11,590 

10,634 

10,385 

10,290 

10,206 

9,876 

9,657 

9,457 

9,040 

8,812 

8,380 

8,223 

7,765 

7,315 

6,105 

5,910 

5,561 

5,520 

4,541 

4,230 


Lakes. 


Schwartzer  See         8,393 

DaubenSee       7,244 

Silser        6,000 

Jouz 3,210 

Egeri        2,360 

Longem T.     ..  2,165 

Brienx       1,781 

Than         1,755 

Samen      1,715 

Morat        1,442 

Walienatadt      1,420 

Keochitel 1,420 


Bienne      .. 1,410 

Lucerne 1, 406 

Zug 1,400 

Constance 1, 385 

Zurich       1,310 

Orta.. 1,150 

Geneva      1,2S0 

Liignno     • 937 

Bourget 762 

Como        692 

Maggiore  •  •     • 680 


Ixx 
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Passes. 


Adler  Pan  . . 
Wein  Thor  . . 
TritVjoch  ..  .. 
Col  d'  Erin  . . 
ColdaG^ant  .. 
St.  Th^odule  Pass 
Collon  . .  . . 
Strahleck-..  ■  .. 
Moro  ..  -'•• 
Col  de  Ferret  .. 
Col  de  la  3eif!;ne 
St.  Bernard  ".. 
Col  du  Bonhomme 
Furca  . .  .  • 
Rawyl  " . . 
Niifenen  -  . .  "  • . 
Panixer  .... 
BeiTuua  . .  • . 
Albula  ..  •.. 
Julier  . .  ■. . 
Susten      . .     -.« 


feet. 

12,461 

11,851 

11,601 

11,408 

11,146 

10,899 

10,333 

9,750 

9.640 

8^409 

8,247 

8,200 

8,195 

8,150 

7,960 

7,950 

7,940 

7,695 

7,680 

7,625 

7,560 


CoIdeBalme 7,550 

Gemmi      7,540 

Grimsel ..     ..  7,530 

Sanetach 7,367 

Joch 7,340 

KinzigCulm 7,280 

OlxrAlp 7,140 

Bemardin 7,010 

Spliigen 6,940 

Cenia         6,825 

St^Gothard    • 6,808 

SureneD 6,720 

WenffemAIp 6,690 

Sim|9on    ..  - ..  ,6,636 

Scheideck,  Hasli       6,480 

Lukmanier 6,340 

Malo^ra      . .    • 6,060 

Dent  de  Jamaa        ..     ..     ..  4,855 

Bmnig      8,668 

Unter  Haaenstein 2,269 
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ABBBEVIATIONS,  &c^  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  HANDBOOK. 


The  points  of  the  oompan  (true,  not  magnetic)  are  marked  by  the  letters  N.  S,  E.  W. 

(ri.)  right,  (/.)  •left^'-applied  to  the  banks-  of  a-rirer.  The  right  bank  is  that 
wUcfa  lies  on  the  xight  hand  jof  a  person  whose  hack  .is  turned  towards  the  source,  or 
to  the  quarter,  ^?^  which  the  cnrfent  descends.  - 

Distances  are,  as  fiir'as  possible,  reduced  to  English  miles;  when  miles  are  men- 
they  maj  be  nndentood  to  be 'English,  and  feet  to  be  English  feet. 


Where  there  is  a  railway  the  distances  at  the  head  of  the  chapters  are  measured 
from  the  first  statfon  or  terminusl '  On  other  roads  the  distances  are  measured  from 
eaeh  place  to  the  next  place  mentioned. 

The  names  of  Inns  precede  the  description  of  every  place  (often  in  a  parenthesis), 
because  the  first  information  needed  by  a  traveller  is  where  to  lodge,  and  the  best 
loos  are  placed  first. 

Inna  *  is  a  mark. of  oomnuvida^ion ;  B.  Bed ;  Br.  Breakfiut ;  D.  Dinner. 

Instead  of  desfgnatitag  a' town  b/  the'Vagiie  words  ''large"  or  ''small,"  the 
sunoont  of  the  population,  according  to  the  latest  census,  is  almost  invariably  stated, 
as  presenting  a  more  eiact  scale  of  the  importance  and  size  of  the  place. 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition,  the  Routes  are  preceded  by  a  chapter  of  preliminary 
information ;  and  to  facilitate  reference  to  it,  each  division  or  paxtigraph  is  separately 
oombered. 

Each  Route  is  numbered  with  Arabic  figures,  corresponding  with  the  figures  at- 
tached to  the  Route  on  the  Map,  which  thus  serves  as  an  Index  to  the  Book ;  at  the 
same  time  that  it  presents  a  tolerably  exact  view  of  the  great  and  minor  roads  of 
'Switzerland,  and  of  the  course  of  public  conveyances. 


[  ^"  ] 


MAPS  AND  PLANS. 

The  Map  of  SwUserkiid        ..     «.      ..      ..     «•      at  ike  md  of  Switzerland. 
Savoy  and  Piedmont •      ..      ••  <xt  the  end  of  the  Book, 

PA6B 

Plan  of  Basle         1 

Falls  of  tha  Rhine  21 

PlanofZurich      30 

Lucerne ••     ••     ..     49 

Sketcb-Map  Lake  of  Lucema        ••      • • 51 

Plan  of  Berne 72 

The  View  of  the  Bernese  Alps     ..      to  face    74 

Plan  of  Geneva     ..      ,,      ..     ,.     , ,,     ,,      166 

Glacier  of  Macugnaga  ..      .« ••     «.  333 

Panorama  from  the  Riflelber^      to  face  349 

Map  of  Monte  Rosa  and  snrronnding  Tallejs       ,,      853 

Summit  of  Monte  Rosa,  from  Schlagintweit*s  Stuhl    ..      ..      353 

PlanofAosta .. 370 

Map  of  Mont  Blanc  and  surroundlBg  valleys       • to  face  ^o 

Mont  Blanc  from  the  Bre'yent     ,,     400 


LATEST  INFORMATION. 

Geneva, — Gran<1  n6tel  de  la  Paiz,  Quai  do  Mont  Blanc,  best  in  aituation,  tlie 
only  one  facing  the  Mi  Blanc,  kept  by  the  former  landlord  of  the  Ecu ;  excellent, 

Lalce  of  Lucerne, — A  magnificent  carriage-road,  the  Axefiu^rasae^  has  been 
made  along  the  E.  shore  of  the  Uri  bay  of  tiie  Lake  of  Lucerne,  from  Bnumen 
to  Fliielen,  where  it  joins  the  St.  Gothard.  It  has  been  executed  at  the  expense 
of  the  Confederation,  for  strategic  purposes,  and  was  a  most  difBcult  under- 
taking— cut  or  blasted  in  the  fojo&  of  precipices,  or  carried  through  tunnels  for 
a  great  part  of  the  way.    It  skirts  the  base  of  the  Frohn  Alpetook. 

Streea, — Hotel  des  lies  Borrom^es,  excellent,  good  cuisine,  and  fair  charges. 

Milan. — Hotel  Gavour,  new,  and  very  comfortable,  on  the  Public  Gardens. 

PontarUer, — Inn:  Hotel  National  the  best,  but  far  from  good— dirty  and 
disorderly.  As  Fontarlier  lies  on  the  shortest  route  from  England  to  Switzer- 
land, it  is  a  pity  there  is  no  better  halting-place  here. 

You  may  leave  Paris  by  express  train  at  11  a.m. ;  dine  and  sleep  at  Dole 
(H.  Gen^vre) ;  start  next  morning  at  9,  and  reach  Ncuchfttel  at  3  p.m. 


SECTION  I. 


SWITZERLAND. 


BOUTE  1. 


BASLE  TO  BERNE,  B7  THE  YAL  X0UTIEB8 
(Jf  UlSSTEB  THAL)  ABD  BIENBE.  RAIL. 

Basle  or  BAle.  (Germ.  Basel,  Ital. 
Basflea.)— /niu :  Trois  Rois  (Three 
Kings),  an  immense  building,  well 
situated  on  the  Rhine;  Tdte  d'Or 
and  Cooronne,  both  oyerlooking  the 
Rhine;  Cigi^ne  and  Cvgne,  both  in 
the  town ;  Schweitzer  Hof,  near  the 
Cent.  Rly.  Stat;  Sauvage,  commercial. 
BasWr  Hof,  opposite  stat  of  Baden 
Rly.,  U  also  a  restaurant  There  is  a 
good  etkSi  adjoining  the  Trois  Rois, 
which  is  aTailable  for  persons  not 
lodging  in  the  hoteL 


Basle  is  divided  by  the  Rhine  into 
Great  Basle  on  the  1.  bank  and  Little 
Basle  on  the  rt  bank,  connected  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  680  ft.  long,  partly  on 
stone  piers.  Great  Basle  is  situated  on 
high,  sloping  banks,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  which  rushes  past  in  a  full 
broad  flood  of  a  clear,  hght  green;  and 
the  view  from  it  is  bounded  by  the  hills 
of  the  Black  Forest  on  the  one  side, 
of  the  Jura  on  the  other.  Its  ap- 
pearance is  still  that  of  an  old  Ger- 
man town,  with  high  roofs  and  large 
houses.  Great  Basle  and  Little  Basle, 
with  a  few  miles  of  territory,  form  the 
half-canton  called  Basle-town.  The 
town  contains   37,918    Inhab.  (9697 
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Boman  Catholics);  a  lar^  increase, 
for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its  thriving 
trade  and  manufactory  of  ribands 
and  paper;  and  it  enjoys  consider- 
able prosperity  from  the  residence 
of  many  rich  merchants,  bankers,  and 
families  of  ancient  descent,  and  from 
its  position  in  an  angle  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland, 
a  few  miles  below  the  spot  where  the 
Bhine  first  b^wmes  navigable.  Out 
of  1,400,000  cwL  of  merchandise  to 
which  the  transit*trade  of  Switzerland 
amounted  in  1860,  Basle  monopolised 
296,230  cwt.;  Geneva  only  74,153  cwt. 

A  large  proportion  of  travellers 
entering  Switzerland  paas  through 
Basle,  and  it  is  now  the  town  whence 
most  of  the  Swiss  railways  diverge. 
Though  most  travellers  rush  hurriedly 
through,  there  are  few  towns  better 
worth  a  day's  halt. 

Starting  from  the  Trois  Bols,  and 
luming  to  the  L,  we  soon  come  to 
the  bridge ;  continuing  to  the  L,  and 
ascending  a  narrow  lane,  in  which  is 
L  the  very  unpretending  University, 
and  rt  the  Musds  (see  below),  we  oome 
tjo 

The  Cathedralf  or  Miinster  (Sexton 
in  a  house  oitposite  the  W.  door),  on 
the  high  banK  on  the  1.  of  the  Khine, 
above  the  bridge,  distinguished  by 
its  2  spires  (about  220  ft.  high),  and 
by  the  deep-red  colour  of  the  sandstone 
of  which  it  is  built — a  very  pictur- 
esque and  interesting  edifice,  though 
not  of  beautiful  architecture.  It  was 
begun  by  the  Empr.  Henry  II.  in 
1010,  and  consecrated  1019.  The 
oldest  part  of  the  existing  edifice, 
however,  is  probably  not  more  ancient 
than  the  12th  century;  and  it  was 
mostly  rebuilt  in  the  beginning  of 
the  15th  century  after  an  earth- 
quake. 

The  building  ia  a  mixture  of  the 
Bomanesque  and  Pointed  styles.  The 
W.  front,  with  its  towers,  its  eques- 
trian statues  of  St.  George  and  St. 
Martin,  and  other  almost  grotesque 
carvings,  is  picturesque  and  striking. 
The  porch  of  St.  Gallus  in  the  N.  tran- 
sept (of  the  13  th  centy.)  is  decorated 
with  statues  of  Christ  and  St.  Peter, 
and  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins. 


The  interior  was  in  1857  restored, 
apparently  with  great  care  and  fidelitj. 
and  is  vory  well  worth  a  visit.  The 
very  large  organ  at  the  W.  end  was 
built,  1858.  It  is  occasionally  played 
from  6  to  7  p.m.,  adm.  1  fr.  The  pulpit 
(1324-1486)  is  of  one  piece  of  stone, 
and  an  elaborate  piece  of  work.  The 
modem  stained-glass  windows  from 
Zurich,  St.  Gall,  and  the  stained-glass 
institution  of  Munich,  are  not  very  suc- 
cessful. There  is  a  curious  font  ( 14C.5). 
The  choir,  with  its  four  remark- 
able columns,  is  raised  to  make  room 
for  the  crypt.  In  the  choir  is  the 
tomb  of  the  Empress  Anne  (1281;, 
and  round  the  nave,  on  the  K'.  side, 
many  other    ancient    tombs    of 


are 


noble  and  royal  persons;  also  one  or 
two  quaint  stone  carvings  let  into  the 
wall,  particularly  one  of  St.  Vincent. 
Against  a  pillar  is  the  monument  of 
Erasmus.  In  the  crypt  are  many 
other  tombs,  mostly  of  the  aristocratic 
families  of  Basle,  and  also  the  coffins 
of  six  of  the  family  of  Baden  Durlach. 
A  staircase,  leading  out  of  the  choir, 
conducts  into  a  small  apartment — 
the  Chapter-house,  or  Conoilwm*t  Scial 
— in  which  some  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Cooncil  of  Basle,  or  rather 
of  its  committees,  were  held  be- 
tween 1436  and  1444.  It  is  a  low 
room,  with  4  Gothic  windows — dis- 
tinguished not  only  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  but  also  as  being  quite 
unaltered  since  the  day  of  the  Council, 
except  the  ceiling,  which  has  been 
restored.  It  is  now  a  museum,  and 
contains  a  number  of  plaster  casts, 
some  pieces  of  old  furniture  said 
to  have  belonged  to  Erasmus,  and 
the  six  remaining  fresco  fragments 
of  the  original  Dance  of  Death, 
painted  in  1409,  in  remembrance  of 
the  plague,  which  once  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  Dominican  Church  in 
Basle,  and  a  set  of  coloured  drawings 
of  the  whole  series  of  figures.  The 
Dance  of  Death  has  been  attributed 
without  cause  to  Holbein,  since  it  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  the  Council  of 
Basle,  at  least  50  years  before  his 
birth.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  Church 
are  very  extensive  and  picturesque 
CloisUrs — a  succession  of  quadrangles 
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and  open  halls — which,  with  the  space 
they  enclose,  served  for  centaries  as  a 
bunal-place,  and  are  filled  with  in- 
teresting tombs ;  among  which  are  the 
monoments  of  the  3  Reformers,  CEco- 
lampadios  •'Haasschein),6r jn»as,/uid 
Mejer.  The  cloisters  were  constructed 
in  the  14th  cent/.,  and  extend  to  the 
Terge  of  the  hill  oTerlooking  the  river. 
They  may  have  been  the  fiivourite 
resort  of  Erasmns.  Bemouilli,  a  native 
of  Basle,  is  buried  in  8t,  Peter's  Churchy 
which  contains  many  monuments  of 
its  wealthy  citiaens.  CBcolampadius 
'first  preacned  the  Reformation  in  8t 
Martin's  Chirch, 

Behind  the  Minster  is  a  Terrace^ 
called  JHe  PfaiZf  75  ft.  above  the  river, 
planted  with  chesnut  trees,  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view  over  the 
Rhine,  tne  town,  and  the  Black  Forest 
hills,  among  them  the  Blauen.  Close 
to  it  is  the  Club  called  Leugesellschaft 
— including  a  reading-room,  where  80 
papers  are  taken  in. 

The  Minster  is  situated  in  a  square 
of  considerable  size — in  one  comer  of 
which,  in  a  recess,  stands  a  building 
called  **  snr  Mncke,"  in  which,  during 
the  ConncO  of  Basle,  the  Conclave 
met  which  elected  Felix  Y .  pope. 

Returning  towards  the  bridge,  we 
we  come  to  the  New  Museum  {open 
Sundays  10-12,  Wednesdays  2-A  ;  at 
other  times  1  fl^.  admittance),  a  hand- 
some building,  containing  Paintings 
coid  Draxings  by  the  y<nmger  Jffblbein — a 
highly  interesting  collection, including 
the  I^usion  of  Christy  in  8  compart- 
ments, full  of  life,  and  carefully 
finished ;  also  8  sepia  drawings  of  the 
same  subject; — a  dead  Christ,  for- 
merly in  the  Ifinster ;  Holbein's  Wife 
and  Children,  with  countenances  full 
of  grief  and  misery  (1526),  a  very  re- 
markable work,  from  its  perfect  truth 
to  nature;  portraits  of  Erasmus,  of 
Froben  the  printer,  excellent— of  a 
Mile,  von  Ofirenburg,  inscribed  **  Lais 
Corinthiaca,'*  very  good ;  the  same 
lady  as  Venus  witt  Cupid ;  two  repre- 
sentations of  a  School,  ])ainted  by 
Holbein  at  the  age  of  14,  and  hung  up 
as  a  sign  over  a  schoolmaster's  door 
in  the  town  of  Basle.  Among  the 
Drawings  are  Holbein's  oifn  portrait — 


a  tDork  of  the  very  highest  excellence  ; 
heads  of  the  family  Meyer,  sketched 
for  the  celebrated  picture  now  in  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  a  beautiful  pen 
and  ink  drawing;  original  sketch 
for  the  picture  of  the  ramily  of  Sir 
Thomas  More — the  names  of  the  dif- 
ferent personages  are  written  on  their 
dresses;  5  sketches  for  the  frescoes 
which  formerly  decorated  the  Rath- 
haus  in  Basle,  with  one  or  two  frag- 
ments of  the  frescoes  themselves  ; 
sketches  in  ink  for  glass  windows,  for 
the  sheaths  of  daggers,  for  the  organ 
in  the  Minster ;  the  Costumes  of 
Basle  ;  83  marginal  caricatures  made 
on  a  copy  of  Erasmus'  Laus  Stultitis, 
which  so  amused  the  author  when 
shown  to  him,  that  he  is  said  to  have 
laughed  himself  out  of  a  fit  of  illness, 
&c.  &a  Holbein*  was  bom  at  Augs- 
bttig  in  1489,  and  removed  about  1517 
to  Basle :  his  circumstances  were  by 
no  means  prosperous;  he  was  even 
reduced  to  work  as  a  day-labourer 
and  house-painter,  and  painted  the 
outer  walls  of  the  houses  of  the  town. 
It  is  related  of  him  that,  being  em- 
ployed to  decorate  the  shop  of  an 
apothecary,  who  was  intent  on  Keeping 
the  young  artist  close  at  his  work, 
and  being  disposed  to  repair  to  a 
neighbouring  wine-shop,  he  painted  a 
pair  of  legs  so  exactly  like  his  own, 
and  so  well  foreshortened,  on  the 
under  side  of  the  scaffolding,  that  the 
apothecary,  seated  below,  believed  him 
to  be  constantly  present  and  diligently 
employed.  Erasmus,  writing  fh>m 
Basle  a  letter  of  introduction  for  the 
painter  to  one  of  his  friends,  complains 
that  **  hie  frigent  artes,"  and  the  want 
of  encouragement  drove  Holbein  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  England,  where  he 
met  with  high  patronage,  as  is  well 
known.  Tet  the  city  showed  its 
esteem  for  his  talents  by  granting  him 
a  salary  of  50  gulden  per  annum, 
which  was  paid  him  even  when  in 
England.  Here  are  also  some  curious 
paintings  of  an  artist  of  Berne  named 
Mawiel  (1484 — 1530)  :  portraits  of 
Luther  and  his  wife,  by  Z.  Cranach ; 
of  Zwingli;  also  some  good  pictures 

•  See   Kugler's   '  Handbook   of  Painting/ 
voL  il.,  German  SchooL 
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by  old  Dutch  masters  presented  to 
the  Museum. 

Here  also  are  deposited  some  anti- 
quities, bronzes,  fragments  of  pottery, 
coins,  &c.,  from  Augst,  the  site  of  the 
Roman  Augitsta  Eauracorum,  7  miles 
from  Basle  (see  Bte.  7).  A  silken 
embroidered  banner,  given  by  Pope 
JuUus  II.  (1515)  to  the  Balois; 
some  old  church  plate — part  of  the 
Dom-Schatz — a  silver  cup  of  open 
work  is  the  oldest  piece  (I3th  cent.); 
St.  Anne  with  the  Virgin  and  Child; 
and  a  relic-box  with  reUefs,  13th  cen- 
tury, deserve  notice. 

The  same  building  contains  the 
Pitblic  Library  of  80,000  volumes  (4000 
MSS.)— among  them,  the  Acts  of  the 
Council  of  Basle,  3  vols.,  with  chains 
attached  to  the  bindin^i  many  verpr 
Important  MSS.,  of  which  there  is 
a  good  catalogue,  and  a  few  of  the 
books  of  Erasmus;  also,  a  copy  of 
his  *  Praise  of  Folly,'  with  marginal 
illustrations  by  the  pen  of  Holhem, 
There  are  autographs  of  Luther,  Me- 
lancbthon,  Erasmus,  and  Zuinglius. 
Those  who  wish  to  see  the  library 
should  apply  early,  as  the  librarian  is 
usually  absent  in  the  afternoon. 

The  University  of  Basle,  in  a  poor 
building,  nearly  opposite  to  the  Musee» 
foundea  1460,  was  the  first  great  semi- 
nary for  the  advancement  of  learning 
established  in  Switzerland :  it  ei\joyea 
a  high  reputation  under  Brasmus,  and 
numberea  among  its  professors  in  more 
recent  times  the  names  of  Euler  and 
Bemouilli,  the  mathematicians,  who 
were  natives  of  Basle.  Schonbein,  the 
discoverer  of  gun-cotton  and  of  ozone, 
is  a  professor. 

Returning  to  the  bridge,  and  then 
keeping  along  a  new  street  to  the  1., 
we  come  to  the  Fiachmarkt^  a  small 
square  with  a  Gothic  fountain.  Tak- 
ing another  street  from  the  opposite 
corner,  we  come  to 

The  Rathhaast  in  the  Market-place, 
a  building  of  pleasing  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, foundea  1508.  The  exterior  is 
painted  in  a  manner  which  is  perhaps 
not  in  accordance  with  the  strict 
Qanons  of  art,  but  produces  a  very 
picturesque  effect.  The  frieze  dis- 
plays the  emblazoned  shields  of  the 


original  cantons.  The  armorial  bear- 
ing of  canton  Basle  is  said  to  be  meant 
to  represent  the  case  of  a  cross-bow. 
Ascendin?  the  old  staircase  rt.  are 
some  ancient  and  almost  unaltered 
rooms  now  employed  as  offices,  and  1. 
is  the  Great  Council-Room  {Stadt- 
Sath'Saal)  ornamented  on  the  walls 
and  roof  with  humorous  reliefs  carved 
in  wood  by  Mat,  Qiger  (1609).  The 
painted  glass  of  the  windows — coats  of 
arms  of  12  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  with 
supporters.  At  the  foot  of  the  stairs 
is  placed  a  statue  of  Munatius  Plancus, 
the  founder,  according  to  tradition,  of 
Basle  and  of  the  IU>man  colony  of 
Augst. 

Continuing  along  the  same  street 
(Freie  Strasse)  rt,  is  the  Post  Office, 
a  very  ancient  building,  formerly  the 
custom-house,  with  a  new  front. 
Passing  through  it,  and  observing  the 
back,  we  see  opposite,  up  a  court- 
yard, a  picturesque  old  building,  the 
Schmieder  Zuitft,  or  Smith's  Half;  and 
in  the  same  street  is  another  old  hall, 
the  Qartnermt  Zunft ;  and  in  the  town 
are  many  other  old  halls  of  the  guilds 
or  Zunfts,  dating  usually  from  the 
16th  cent,  and  almost  unaltered.  The 
interiors  are  well  worth  a  visit  from 
an  antiquarian,  and  the  attendants  are 
glad  to  show  them  for  a  few  sous. 

Not  very  far  off  towards  the  W. 
part  of  the  town  is  the  Arsenal, 
which  contains  a  limited  collec- 
tion of  ancient  armour,  of  which  the 
onl^  curiosities  are  a  suit  of  chain 
mail,  once  gilt,  with  plate  mail  be- 
neath it,  worn  by  Charles  the  Bold  at 
the  batUe  of  Nancy ;  two  Burgundian 
cannon,  of  iron  bars  bound  round  with 
hoops,  and  several  suits  of  Burgundian 
and  Armagnac  armour. 

A  little  way  from  the  Arsenal  are 
some  very  ancient  com  stores,  and 
beyond  them  the  fountain  called  Spak^ 
lenhnmnen,  copied  from  a  design  of 
Holbein  or  Albert  Diirer,  and  of 
elegant  workmanship.  Beyond  this  is 
the  Spalenthor,  Le.  St.  Pauiusthar  (1400), 
which  retains  its  advanced  work  or 
Barbican,  similar  to  those  which  for- 
merly existed  at  York,  and,  with  its 
double  portcullis  and  two  flanking 
towers,  is   particularly   picturesque. 
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The  other  gates  and  the  ramparts 
have  been  levelled.  St,  Elizabeth  is  a 
modem  Gothic  church  (1863). 

Englitk  Church  service  in  St.  Martin's 
church  (1863%  but  it  is  given  up  in 
winter. 

Pk^siciani  Dr.  Jung. 

The  terraced  Garden  of  M,  Vischer, 
an  enunent  banker,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  is  a  very  pretty  snot 

Besides  the  Znnfts  aljreaay  mentioned^ 
Basle  abounds  in  houses  and  other 
buildinss  of  the  16th  and  17th  cen- 
turies, rail  of  interest  to  the  lover  of 
antiquity  or  of  the  picturesque. 

Erasmus  resided  in  the  house  Zum 
Lvft,  and  Frobenius  printed  in  it  one 
of  the  first  Bibles.  The  building 
called  Kirschgarten  was  erected  by  the 
father  of  the  mstingulshed  African  tra- 
veller, Bwckhardtf  who  was  bom  here. 

A  handsome  new  Hospital  has  been 
built  on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  the 
Markgraves  of  Baden. 

The  riband  manufactory  of  M.  de 
Barri  at  St.  Jacques  deserves  a  visit, 

Down  to  1798  the  clocks  of  Basle 
went  an  hour  in  advance  of  those  in 
other  places  of  Europe.  This  sin- 
gular custom,  according  to  tradition, 
arose  from  a  conspiracy  to  deliver  the 
town  to  an  enemy  at  midnight  having 
been  defeated  by  the  clock  striking  1 
instead  of  12. 

The  ancient  sumptuary  laws  of 
Basle  were  singular  and  severe.  On 
Sunday  all  were  obliged  to  dress  in 
black  to  go  to  church ;  even  now  no 
carriage  may  enter  or  quit  the  town 
durine  the  hours  of  morning  service. 
Females  could  not  have  their  hair 
dressed  by  men  ;  carriages  were  not 
permitted  in  the  town  after  10  at 
night,  and  it  was  forbidden  to  place  a 
footman  behind  a  carrii^.  The  offi- 
eialoensors,  called  Unzichterherm,  had 
the  control  of  the  number  of  dishes 
and  wines  to  be  allowed  at  a  dinner 
party ;  and  their  authority  was  supreme 
on  all  that  related  to  the  cut  and 
quality  of  clothes.  At  one  time  they 
waged  desperate  war  against  slashed 
doublets  and  hose. 

Since  the  Reformation*  Basle  has 
been  regarded  as  the  stronghold  of 
Methodism  in  Switzerland. 


The  spirit  of  trade,  however,  went 
hand  in  nand  with  that  of  religion — 
and  Basle  has  been  called  a  city  of 
usurers ;  5  per  cent  was  styled  a 
"Christian  usance"  (einen  Christ- 
lichen  Zins),  and  a  proclamation  of 
the  magistrates  (1682-84)  denounced 
those  who  lent  money  at  a  discount  of 
4  or  3^  per  cent.,  as  "  selfish,  avari- 
cious, and  dangerous  persons  ;"  those 
who  lent  their  capital  at  a  lower  rate 
were  liable  to  have  it  confiscated,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  such  persons,  "by 
their  avarice,  did  irremediable  injury 
to  churches,  hospitals,  church  pro- 
perty, &C.,  and  are  the  ruin  of  poor 
widows  and  orphans." 

Like  many  other  Swiss  towns,  Basle 
is  much  indebted  to  the  liberaJity  of 
its  citizens,  who  continually  bestow 
magnificent  gifts  and  legacies  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  Cathedral  has 
been  restored,  and  the  Museum  built 
and  endowed  by  private  means  alone. 

Basle  was  for  many  centuries  an 
Imperial  German  town,  governed  by 
its  bishops,  under  whom  it  appears  to 
have  flourished.  It  joined  the  Swiss 
confederation  in  ]  501 ;  and  after  severe 
struggles  its  bishops  were  expelled. 
The  government  then  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  aristocratic  burghers, 
whose  authority  was  destroyed  in 
1798,  partially  restored  in  1814,  and 
again  destroyed  in  1848. 

The  dissensions  which  broke  out 
soon  after  the  Revolution  of  1830  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Basle  and  those  of  the  country,  led  to 
a  civil  war  between  the  parties,  and  a 
bloody  contest  near  Liesthal  occa- 
sioned the  Swiss  Diet,  in  1832,  to  pass 
an  act  for  the  formal  separation  of  the 
canton  into  two  parts,  called  Basle 
Yille  and  Basle  Campagne.  Basic 
Ville,  however,  refused  to  submit,  and 
attacked  the  Campagne  with  1600 
men,  of  whom  400  were  left  on  the 
field  of  battle,  Aug.  1833.  The  diet 
then  occupied  the  whole  canton,  and 
a  final  separation  was  made.  Basle 
Campagne  consists  of  two-thirds  of  the 
territory  of  the  whole  canton,  and  has 
for  its  capital  LiesthaL 

Readimi-room — Schweighau8er's,kept 
by  Mr.  Ludwig,  opposite  the  Three 
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Kings,  where  newspapers  of  all  coan- 
tries  may  be  read,  and  Guide-books, 
maps,  and  yiews  obtained. 

There  is  verv  good  trout  and  gray- 
ling fishing  in  the  Birs,  and  also  in  the 
Wiese,  about  3  m.  from  Basle,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Railways, — Central.  A. — Express 
to  Paris  in  13  hrs.  40  min.  (Paris  time 
is  22  min.  behind  Basle  time.  Swiss 
money  is  not  taken.)  &  Swiss  lines, 
Baden  terminus  for  Baden  and  Schaff- 
hausen. 

EnnironA. — About  2  m.  out  of  the 
town,  just  within  the  French  frontier, 
is  HOningen,  the  great  establishment 
for  pisciculture.  21,600,000  impreg- 
nated eges  were  distributed  by  its 
agencies  during  1860-2.  It  is  close  to 
the  Stat  of  St.  Louis.  At  St.  Crischona, 
conspicuously  placed  on  a  hill  about 
4  m.  from  Basle,  is  an  interesting 
missionary  establishment. 

The  salt-works  of  Schweitzerhall 
are  3  m.  £.  of  the  town.  They  were 
established  by  the  Baron  yon  Glenck 
of  Gotha,  who  began  a  series  of  borings 
in  1821  to  reach  the  bed  which  extends 
below  the  cantons  of  Argovia,  Schaff- 
hau^en,  Berne,  and  even  Vallais.  He 
was  successful  in  1 835,  and  has  a  con- 
cession of  the  becU  for  70  years  on 
paying  a  tax  of  one-tenth  of  the  raw 
produce,  and  supplying  the  canton  at 
the  rate  of  2  fr.  70  c.  the  cwt  The 
total  produce  is  207,000  cwt. 


Basle  to  Berne  by  the  Mvnsier  Thai, 
Post-road,  9}  posts,  =  81^  Eng.  m. 


PoAts.    Eng,  m. 

Basle. 

Lauflfen  .     , 

.     .     .     1|    =     16f 

Deltoiont    . 

.      .     .     li    «     11* 

Mttnster 

►     .     .       1    =      6* 

Malleray     . 

Soncebos 

.     .     .       *    =      6* 

Bienne  .     . 

,      .      .      1^     s=     10 

Berne,  JZoa. 

.     .     .                     20 

This  road  will  still  be  taken,  at 
least  as  far  as  Bienne,  by  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  beautiful  Val  de  Mou- 
tiers.  With  a  Toiturier  the  journey 
to  Berne  occupies  2  days,  stopping  the 
first  night  at  one  of  the  gooa  inns  of 
Malleray  or  Tavannes. 

Diligence  daily  to  Bienne. 

The  valley  of  the  Birs^  commonly 
called  the  Vol  Moutiers  {Afunster  Thal^ 
in  Germ.),  through  which  this  excel- 
lent road  passes,  is  one  of  the  most 
romantic  in  the  Jura.  It  consists  of 
a  series  of  narrow  and  rocky  defiles, 
alternating  with  open  basins,  covered 
with  black  forests  above,  and  verdant 
meadows  below,  enlivened  by  villages, 
mills,  and  forges.  A  road  was  orij^n- 
ally  carried  through  the  Val  Moutiers 
by  the  Romans,  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication between  Aventicum  (Bte. 
45),  the  Helvetian  capital,  and  Augat 
(Rte.  7),  their  great  fortified  outpost 
on  the  Rhine.  As  long  as  it  runs 
through  Basle  Campaene,  i.  e.  for  4  or 
5  m..  It  passes  dirty  viUages  and  mean 
houses. 

At  St,  Jacob,  f  m.  from  Basle,  in 
the  angle  between  two  roads,  a  small 
Gothic  cross  has  been  erected,  to  com- 
memorate the  battle  of  St,  Jacob  ( 1444). 
Four  miles  farther,  near  Beinachj 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Birs,  is 
another  battle-field — that  of  Dornach 
— where  the  Swiss  gained  a  victory 
over  a  much  larger  Austrian  force  in 
1499,  during  the  Suabian  war.  The 
bone-house,  near  the  Capuchin  con- 
vent»  is  filled  with  skulls  gathered  from 
the  field.    In  the  church  of  the  village 
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Maapeiiais  the  mathemadcian  (d. 
1759)  is  buried.  A  monament,  set  up 
to  his  memory  by  his  friend  Bemouilli, 
was  destrojed  bj  the  care  of  the  Til- 
lage, who  was  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
ing his  hearthstone  when  broken,  with 
slabs  fipom  the  churchyard.  It  has 
been  replaced  by  a  fresh  monument  at 
the  expense  of  canton  Soleure. 

Beyond  Aexh  the  road  enters 
rEwAi,  that  part  of  the  canton  Berne 
which  anciently  belonged  to  the  Prince 
Bishop  of  Basle;  the  valley  contracts, 
increasingin  picturesque  beauty  as  you 
adyance.  To  L  a  road  by  Passwang 
to  Ballsthal  (Bte.  2).  The  castles  of 
Angfagtein  and  Zwingen  are  passed  be- 
fore reaching 

Lavtffen^ — a  curious,  old,  and  dirty 
walled  yillage.    Itm^  Sonne. 

Soykiere  (Germ.  Smtgem) — a  yillage 
prettily  situated,  with  a  small  country 
Inn  (Croix  Blanche),  tolerably  good. 
Here  is  the  diyision  of  languages: 
part  of  the  inhabitants  speak  German, 
part  !French. 

The  H6UI  ds  Bellenoe^  3^  hrs.  from 
Basle,  good,  moderate,  and  highly  re- 
oommended  as  a  good  halting-place: 
mineral  baths. 

BeUerioe. — Here  resides  M.  Qui- 
qneres,  the  archaeologist  and  historian 
of  this  portion  of  Switzerland.  He 
has  diseoyered  a  net  of  ancient  roads 
which  connected  more  than  fiftyplaoes 
where  he  has  found  Celtic  or  Koman 
remains.  Every  defile  appears  to  have 
had  its  military  station.  The  most 
exteaaire  camp  is  on  Mt.  Terrible, 
4  m.  S.E^  of  Porrentruy. 

A  contracted  pass,  the  rocks  of 
which  on  the  rt  are  surmounted  by  a 
convent,  leads  into  the  open  basin  of 

D€Unwnt  (Delsberg)  {Jnn :  Bear). 
^Diligence  daily  to  Porrentruy  (Prun- 
trut — Titn,  Ours),  passing  round  the 
base  of  Mount  Terrible.]  Fine  view 
of  the  Jura  and  gorges  of  Moutiers. 
The  bishop- princes  of  Basle  had  a 
palace  here.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pass 
through  D^^mont^  as  our  road  {for 
another  ro^tte,  see  end  of  the  present  one) 
turns  to  the  1.,  and,  continuing  by  the 
side  of  the  Birs,  enters  a  defile  higher, 
erander,  and  more  wild  than  any  that 
have  preceded  it.    This  is,  properly 


speaking,  the  commencement  of  the 
Val  Moutiers.  Rocky  precipices  over- 
hang the  road,  and  black  forests  of  fir 
cover  the  mountains  above.  In  the 
midst  of  it  are  the  iron  furnaces  and 
forges  of  les  Rondes,  and,  farther  on,  of 

Cottrrendelm  (Germ.  Rennendorf. 
Trm :  Hirsch),  supplied  with  ore  in  the 
shape  of  small  granulated  red  masses, 
varying  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of 
a  cherry,  from  the  neighbouring  mines. 
The  rent  by  which  the  Jura  has  been 
cleft  from  top  to  bottom,  so  as  to  allow 
a  passage  for  the  Birs,  exhibits  marks 
of  some  great  convulsion,  by  which 
the  strata  of  limestone  (Jura-kalk) 
have  been  thrown  into  a  nearly  verti- 
cal position,  and  appear  like  gigantic 
walls  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The 
gorge  terminates  in  another  open  basin, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lies  Moutiers, 
[The  new  road  to  the  Weissenstein 
and  Soleure  branches  off  beyond  the 
gorge,  about  1  m.  before  reaching] 

Moutiers  Orandval,  or  Monster  — 
(tnn  :  Krone)  —  a  village  of  1250 
Inhab.,  named  from  a  very  ancient 
Minster  of  St.  Germanuson  tne  heigh  t» 
founded  in  the  7th  century,  and  now 
fast  falling  to  ruin.  [There  is  a  good 
car-road  &om  Moutiers  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (Rte.  3),  a  distanoe 
of  10  m.  (2  hrs.),  up-hill  nearly  the 
whole  way,  but  fit  for  the  cars  of  the 
country,  one  of  which,  drawn  by  2 
horses,  may  be  hired  to  go  and  return 
for  20  fr.  It  passes  Grandval  (Grossau) 
and  GSnsbrunnen.  Diligence  daily  to 
Olten  in  6^  hrs.,  passing  Gansbrun- 
nen.] 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  basin  of 
Moutiers  the  road  is  conducted  through 
another  defile,  equally  grand,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Birs  foams  and 
rushes,  overhung  by  perpendicular 
cliffs  and  funereal  firs.  To  this  suc- 
ceeds the  little  plain  of  Tavannes. 
Hence  rough  paths  lead  directly  over 
the  hills,  a  climb  of  2000  ft  (2 j  to  ^ 
hrs.)  to  Reuchenette,  on  the  old  high- 
road 6  m.  from  Bienne.  They  start 
from  Court  (fnn:  Bar),  Sorvillier, 
Bevilard,  and  Malleray.  The  view 
from  the  ridge  resembles  that  from 
the  Weissenstein.  The  highest  point 
opposite  Bevilard  is  4370  ft. 
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MaUeray  (Lion  d'Or,  a  good  /n»; 
capital  trout).  Conyenient  sleeping- 
places  on  this  journey  either  here  or 
3  m.  further,  at  Dachsfelden,  or 

Tcmannes  (or  Dachsfelden = badger's 
field)  2523  ft.  {lima:  Couronne;  Croix). 
The  yaUey  to  the  £.  of  Court,  called 
Chaluat  (Tschaywo),  is  inhabited  by 
the  descendants  of  the  Anabaptists, 
expelled  from  Berne  in  1708-1 1.  They 
are  distinguished  by  their  industry  and 
simple  manners :  the  young  men  wear 
beards — they  speak  French.  }  m. 
aboYe  Tavannes  is  the  source  of  the 
Birs;  before  reaching  it  our  road  quits 
the  valley,  mounting  up  a  steep  ascent, 
in  the  middle  of  which  it  passes  under 
the  singular  arch^my  in  the  solid  rock, 
called 

Pierre  Pertuis  (Fertnsa  =  bored 
through).  Probably  a  natural  opening, 
enlarged  by  art  It  existed  in  tne  time 
of  the  Romans,  as  is  proved  by  an 
inscription  on  the  N.  side: 

KUXINI  AUQUS 

tor  VM 

yiA  fa  CTA        PER.M  — 

Dy  rmi  yM  pater  num 

IL  yiB  Um.  OOL  HELyET  — 

It  stood  on  the  boundary  line  separat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Bauraci,  who 
extended  to  B41e,  from  the  Sequani. 
The  archway  is  about  40  ft.  high  and 
10  or  12  thick.  The  pass  was  fortified 
by  Uie  Austrians  in  1813.  Here  is 
the  watershed,  2834  ft.,  dividing  the 
streams  of  the  Birs  Arom  those  of  the 
Suze. 

Sonceboz — (^Tnn:  Couronne,  good)— 
a  villaee  in  the  Vid  St  Imier  (Germ. 
Ereuel^,  up  which  runs  a  good  road 
to  Chaux  ae  Fonds  (Rte.  50),  and  out 
of  which  another  branches  S.  to  Neu- 
ch&tel  from  Villaret  The  okl  road  to 
Bienne  passes  the  for^s  of  Reuche- 
nette,  1942  ft.,  in  the  vuley  below,  and 
descends  the  valley  along  the  L  bank 
of  the  Suze,  which  forms  several 
small  cascades.  The  projectinj^  rock 
of  Bond  Chfttel  was  occupied  in  feu- 
dal times  by  a  fort,  and  neld  by  the 
powerful  Bishops  of  Basle,  to  whom  it 
gave  the  command  of  this  pass.  77ie 
View  from  the  oid  road  on  the  last 


slope  of  the  Jura,  oyer  Bienne  and  its 
lake,  vnth  St  Peter's  Isle,  and  the 
district  watered  by  the  Aar,  Emme, 
and  Zihl,  backed  m  clear  weather  by 
the  snowy  range  of  the  Alps,  firom 
Mont  Blaiic  to  the  Jungfrau,  is  ex- 
ceedingly beautifuL  On  the  bare 
limestone  slope  of  the  Jura,  dose  to 
the  road,  are  lying  numbers  of  granite 
boulders.    (See  §  16.) 

Bienne  (German  Bief)  —  Inns  : 
*Couronne ;  H.  du  Jura ;  Croix 
Blanche.  Bienne  is  prettily  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  yaUey  of  the  Siue« 
at  the  foot  of  ihe  Jura,  nere  mantled 
with  vines,  and  about  a  mile  f^om  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Bienne  (Rte.  49). 
It  is  still  surrounded  by  its  ancient 
walls  and  watch-towers,  and  is  ap« 

?roached  by  several  shady  ayenues. 
*he  number  of  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, amounts  to  6053.  The  town 
anciently  belonged  to  the  Bishop  of 
Basle,  but  the  citizens,  early  imbned 
with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  formed  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  Berne  in  1352, 
for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  in 
revenge  for  which  the  town  was  burnt 
by  their  liege  lord.  The  Reformadon 
further  weakened  the  connection  be- 
tween the  town  and  its  ecclesiastical 
ruler,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  17  th 
century  his  authority  became  nominaL 
Bienne  is  an  industrious  town,  and 
well  situated. 

On  the  margin  of  the  lake,  at  the 
outlet  of  the  Thiele,  stands  Nydau 
{Inn:  Bear). 

[Those  who  have  a  taste  for  climb- 
ing may  gratify  it  by  ascending  from 
hence  the  Chasseral  (Gestler),  one  of 
the  highest  mountains  of  the  Jura, 
3616  ft.  above  the  lake,  and  4936  ft. 
above  the  sea,  with  the  certainty  of 
being  rewarded  with  a  magnificent 
view  (Bernese  Alps,  rt.  Mont  Blanc, 
1.  Pilatus  and  Rigi)  if  the  weather  be 
clear.  There  b  a  carriage-road  as 
far  as  the  villaee  of  Nodz,  about  3 
hrs.;  thence  a  rootpath,  about  1  hr., 
to  Uie  top.  You  may  descend  to 
Neuville  via  Nodz.] 

From  Bienne,  railway  to  ilTeii- 
chdtel  and  Yverdun  (Rte.  49),  thence  to 
Lausanne  and  to  Geneva, 


Switzerland, 
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SaSicay  to  Berne  bj  Soleare  and 
Henogenbuduee  to  Basics. 

7^  direct  Ely.  from  Bienne  to  Berne 
(4  trains  dallj,  1}  to  2  hrs.)  crosses 
at  Brtig^  Stat  the  Zihl,  which  flows 
out  of  the  Lake  of  B^  at  (rt.)  Nydau; 
Inn,  Bar.  It  next  crosses  the  Aar 
by  a  lattice-bridge  800  it,  long,  near 
Buaswjl,  and  ascends  its  rt.  bank  to 

Lyss  Stat.    [4  m.  S.  of  this  is 

Attrberg  (Jnn:  Krone),  a  town  of 
864  Inhab.  on  a  rocky  promontory, 
nearly  surrounded  by  tne  Aar,  which, 
indeed,  at  high  water,  actually  con- 
verts it  into  an  island.  The  road  en- 
ters and  ^ts  the  town  by  2  covered 
bridees.     view  from  the  cemetery.] 

S^iLpfen  Stat. 

Miinehenbuchsee  Stat 

Z'Mihefen  Junct.  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
from  Bienne  (Rte.  1)  falls  in.  A  little 
N.  of  this  lies 

Hofvcyh  long  well  known  as  the  agri- 
cnltnral  and  edacational  institution  of 
the  late  K.  Fellenbere. 

The  surrounding  district  was  little 
better  than  a  bog  when  M.  Fellenberg 
settled  here  in  1799;  but  he  gradually 
brought  it  into  cultivation ;  and  an 
English  agriculturist,  who  had  been 
sent  abrcMid  to  investigate  the  state  of 
agricolture  on  the  continent,  reported 
that  here  alone  he  had  seen  really 
good  ploughing. 

The  rly.  leaves  on  rt.  the  pic- 
turesque peninsula  of  Enge,  nearly 
surrounded  by  the  Aar.  At  Tie- 
fenau  a  lofty  bridge  of  3  arches, 
a  noble  structure,  has  been  thrown 
over  the  river.  Nearly  opposite  the 
N.  extremity  of  the  lofty  and  pic- 
turesque promontory  callea  Enge,  lies 
ReickenhacKi  which  belonged  to  Rudolph 
of  Erlach,  tiie  hero  of  the  battle  of  Lau* 
pen,  murdered  here,  in  his  old  age,  by 
nia  son-in-law,  Jost  von  Rudenz,  with 
the  very  sword  which  he  had  wielded  at 
that  glorious  victory.  The  assassin  was 
pursued,  as  he  fled  from  the  scene  of 
nis  crime,  by  the  two  bloodhounds  of 
the  aged  warrior,  who  broke  loose  at 
their  master's  cries.  They  tracked 
the  murderer's  footsteps  of  their  own 
accord,  and  after  some  nours  returned 
with  gore-stained  lips,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  or  known  of  Jost  tor 


Rudenz.  Rudolph  was  buried  at  the 
neighbouring  church  of  Bremgarten, 
where  a  stone  in  the  K.  wall  of  the 
chancel  marks  Uie  spot. 

[From  Delemont  to  Tavannas,  a 
more  circuitous,  but  not  less  fine  route, 
may  be  taken,  along  the  vaNey  of  the 
Some,  through  Basseeourt  K  passes 
the  ironworks  of  Undervelier  (2  hrs. 
40  m.),  built  in  a  narrow  gorge;  then 
ascends  through  the  gorges  of  Pi- 
choux,  in  2  hrs.  to  BeUday.  This  was 
formerly  a  convent  of  Premonstrate 
monks,  Duilt  in  1 136,  on  a  bleak  table- 
land (3500  ft.)  ;  now  converted  into 
an  excellent  brewery  and  a  glass  ma- 
nuflictory.  Cheese,  called  iites  de 
moinee,  are  exported,  ilenoe  1  lu*. 
down  to  Tavannes.] 

A  bridge  of  ingenious  construction 
over  the  Aar  carries  the  rly.  on  the 
top,  and  the  carriage-road  on  a  second 
story,  into 

Berne  Terjounua.    (Rte.  24.) 
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BASLE    TO    SOLEURE    AND    BIEXNE,    BT 

RAILWAY. — ASCENT    OF    THE    WEXS- 
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Eng.  m. 
Basle. 

Uestbal 8 

Laufelfingen 18 

Olten 23 

HerzogtnbmcbiM  ....  40 

Sotenn 49 

Bieiuw 63 

As  far  as  Aarburg  the  road  is  the 
same  as  in  Rte.  4.  Near  Aarburg, 
which  is  a  little  beyond  Olten,  the 
road  diverges  and  follows  for  some 
distance  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar:  it 
then  goes  through  a  fertile  but  unin- 
teresting country  to 

Iferzogenbuchsee,  Junct  Stat,  (Rail- 
way Restaurant),  a  town  of  4500 
Inhab.     Here   our  line  leaves   the 

B  3 
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Beme  line  (Rte.  5),  and  turns  W.; 
crossing  the  Grosse  Emme.  5  m.  to 
the  rt.,  and  in  front,  is  seen  the  hotel 
on  the  Weissenstein.  The  Aar  is 
crossed  shortly  before  reaching 

SoLEURE  Stat.  (Germ.  Solothum)— 
(Jnns:  Gouronne,  good  and  moderate; 
Cerf ;  La  Tour),  1407  ft  -the  capital 
of  the  canton,  is  prettily  situated  on 
the  Aar,  at  the  foot  of  the  Jura  range, 
and  has  5370  Inhab.  (200  Protestants). 
The  max.  discharge  of  the  Aar  is  here 
35,000  cub.  ft.  per  second.  In  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century  it  was 
surrounded  by  fortifications  of  gpreat 
extent,  which  took  60  years  to  com- 
plete, and  consumed  vast  sums  of 
money.  In  1835  the  removal  of  these 
costly  and  useless  works  was  decreed 
by  the  Great  Council  of  the  canton. 
It  is  on  the  whole  a  dull  town  with 
little  trade  and  few  manufactures, 
except  lenses  and  mathematical  in- 
struments. 

At  the  end  of  the  principal  street, 
approached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  flanked 
by  fountains  reprasenting  Moses 
striking  the  rock,  and  Gideon  wring- 
ing the  dew  from  the  fleece,  stands 
the  Cathedral  of  St  Ursus  (a  soldier 
of  the  Theban  legion),  a  modem 
building,  finished  1773,  by  an  Italian, 
Pesoni,  of  Ancona;  it  is  mstinguished 
by  its  size,  and  on  the  whole  hand- 
some. 

The  clock  tower  (Zeitglockenthnrm), 
in  the  market-place  (a  continuation 
of  the  same  street),  is  stated  by  the 
guide-books  to  be  a  Roman  work, 
while  a  German  inscription  upon  it 
attributes  its  foundation  to  a  period 
500  years  earlier  than  the  birth  of 
Christ;  it  may  owe  its  origin  to  the 
Burgundian  Kings.  It  is  square  in 
form,  and  constructed  of  the  most 
solid  masonry,  rough  outside,  origi- 
nally without  window  or  other  open- 
ing, for  80  feet.  If  we  are  to  believe 
the  two  Latin  verses  on  the  front  of 
this  building,  Soleure  is  the  most 
ancient  city  in  N.W.  Europe  except 
Treves: 

In  Celtis  nihil  est  JWodoro  anUquiun,  ants 
Exceptis  Treviria,  quorum  ^o  dicta  soror. 


The  Anenal  (Zeughaus),  a  gable" 
fronted  house  ((L  1580),  not  far  from 
the  Cathedral,  contains  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  curious  collection  of 
ancient  armour  in  Switzerland.  Here 
are  shown  numerous  standards,  taken 
by  the  Swiss  in  their  victories  over 
the  Burgundians  and  Austrians,  at 
Sempach,  Morat,  Nancy  ^bearin^  the 
portrait  of  Charles  the  Bold — wiui  St. 
(reoige  and  the  Dragon),  and  Grand- 
son. Some  of  these,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them,  have  been  fastened  to 
gieces  of  coarse  canvas;  the  yellow 
ag  with  the  Austrian  eagle  was 
brought  from  Domach.  Among  800 
suits  of  armour  are  many  French  and 
Bureundian.  There  are  a  few  suits 
of  chain  mail,  and  a  great  many  of 
commoner  sort  worn  by  Lanzknecnts. 
More  than  100  heads  are  said  to  have 
fallen  under  an  executioner's  sword  here 
preserved.  Several  specimens  of  wall 
pieces,  or  long  swivels,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  fortress,  are  curious.  Some 
of  the  armour  is  for  sale. 

The  Mitseum,  in  the  Waisenhaus, 
close  to  the  bridge  over  the  Aar,  con- 
tains the  finest  collection  of  Jura 
fossils  in  existence — 15,000  specimens, 
chiefly  from  quarries  near  Soleure, 
which  will  be  viewed  with  gre&t  inte- 
rest by  the  geologist  There  are 
nearly  thirty  specimens  of  fossil  turtle, 
rarely  found  elsewhere,  together  with 
teeth  and  palates  of  fish,  and  nume- 
rous fragments  of  saurians,  derived 
from  a  formation  which  is  believed  to 
correspond  with  the  Portland  stone  of 
Ens^land.  The  jaws  of  mammalia  are 
saia  to  come  from  the  same  locality  (  ?). 
A  suite  of  specimens  of  the  rocks  of 
the  Alps  were  collected  in  numerous 
journeys  by  Professor  Hugi,  to  whom 
Delongs  the  merit  of  forming  and 
arranging  this  cabinet 

The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Basle 
lives  here.  The  clergy  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  both  in  the  town  and 
canton.  There  are  several  convents 
at  Soleure.  The  sisters  of  St.  Joseph's 
Nunnery,  outside  the  Beme  gate, 
make  artificial  flowers,  sweetmeats, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  sell  at 
the  grating.    Their  pincushions  are 
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clmnsy,  and  themselves  not  very  in- 


teresting. 


Soleure  was  long  the  head-qnarters 
for  enlisting  Swiss  recruits  in  the 
foreign  service  of  France,  Spain, 
the  Pope,  and  Naples,  in  which 
conntries  a  body-gnard  crif  Swiss  was 
always  maintained.  The  town  of  So- 
leure was  an  ancient  Imperial  city,  but 
had  been  long  allied  to  Berne,  and  in 
1481  became,  with  its  surrounding 
coiontry,  a  Sw^'  cantpn.  Until  1793 
the  government  of  Soleure  was  the 
closest  and  the  worst  of  the  Swiss 
governments.  The  old  government 
was  partially  restored  in  1814,  but 
compietely  altered  and  rendered  de- 
mocratic m 1831. 

Tkaddewa  JToscittsko,  the  Pole,  spent 
the  last  years  of  his  life  here  ;  his 
honse,  where  he  died,  is  near  the 
Post-office,  No.  5,  Gurzelen-gasse. 
His  entrails  are  interred  in  the  church- 
yard of  Znchwyl,  1  m.  £.  of  Soleure, 
under  a  monument  inscribed  **yis- 
eem  Thaddei  Kosciusko." 

At  Bieberist,  2  m.  S.E.  of  Soleure, 
on  the  Gross  Emmen,  is  a  large  paper 
manufactory.  The  ironworlSorOer- 
lafingen  are  1  m.  farther. 

A^mt  2  miles  N.K  of  Soleure,  be- 
yond the  village  of  St.  Nicholas,  lies 
the  HemUbige  of  St.  Verena,  at  the 
end  of  a  pretty  valley,  hemmed  in 
by  rocks  or  gneiss  embowered  in  trees, 
and  traversed  by  a  sparkling  rivulet. 
It  18  reached  ny  paths,  originally 
formed  by  the  French  emigres,  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, sought  an  asylum  here.  The 
valley  abounds  in  caves  and  grottoes, 
partly  natural,  partly  artificial,  and  at 
Its  farther  extremity,  within  a  natural 
shelf  of  over-arching  cliff,  stands  the 
little  Chapel  of  St  Verena ;  behind  the 
altar  a  small  cave  has  been  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  now  contains  a  representa- 
tion of  the  holy  sepulchre.  This  saint, 
a  pious  maiden  who  accompanied  the 
Tneban  legion,  suffered  severe  tempta- 
tion in  this  solitude,  according  to  the 
legend,  from  the  devil,  who,  on  one 
occasion,  was  on  the  point  of  carrying 
her  of^  when  she  saved  herself  by 
dinging  fast  to  the  rock,  where  the 
hole  imide  by  her  finger-nail^  still 


remains.  On  the  way  to  the  hermitage, 
near  St  Nicholas,  is  the  Ckdteau  of 
Watdegij;  its  old-fashioned  gardens, 
laid  out  in  terraces,  are  worth  notice, 

X^The  lV#M8«n««<fih.— The  most  inte- 
resting excursion  in  the  neighbour<i 
hood  of  Soleure  is  that  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (3  hrs,,  8  m.) 
(Whiterock,  so  named  from  its  white 
dills  of  limestone),  the  mountain  im-s 
mediately  behind  the  town.  It  is 
accessible  to  chars-^obanc,  by  a  road 
somewhat  steep,  passing  through  the 
villages  ILangendorf  and  Oberdorf, 
behind  which  it  is  carried  up  the  fkce 
of  the  mountains  in  a  series  of  zigt. 
zags.  Pedestrians  may  find  a  short 
cut,  and  reach  the  top  easily  in  2^ 
hrs.  (guide  or  porter  5  fr.  ;  3  more 
if  he  is  detained  for  the  night);  they 
may  visit  the  Hermitage  of  St.  Vereni^ 
in  their  way  to  or  fVo. 

An  Hotel  and  Bath'hovse  has  been 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  oh 
the  brow  of  the  mountain,  3950  ft.^ 
and  2640  above  the  Aar  at  Soleure^ 
It  fHimishes  about  30  beds,  and  tlie 
accommodation,  though  homely,  ia 
good.  Pension  6  fr.  It  is  rented  by  the 
landlord  of  the  Couronne  at  Soleure. 

The  dairy  of  the  establishment  ia 
supplied  by  60  cows,  fed  on  the  pas*^ 
ture  on  the  summit  of  the  mountains, 
so  that  milk  and  cream  may  be  had 
here  in  perfection. 

Many  invalids  take  up  their  resi* 
dence  here  during  the  summer  months, 
on  account  of  the  f^esh  air,  or  for  the 
••cure  de  petit  kit"  (go^its'  whey), 
&c.,  which  is  recommended  in  certain 
complaints. 

The  greater  portion  of  visitors^ 
however,  resort  nither  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  view,  remaining  on  the 
summit  one  night  to  enjoy  the  sunset 
and  sunrise. 

The  Inn  of  the  Weissenstein,  and 
the  still  more  elevated  summit  of  the 
mountain, called  Hasematte,  \^  hour's 
walk  fW)m  the  Inn,  to  the  W.  of  it, 
command  one  of  the  finest  distant 
prospects  of  the  Alps  which  can  be 
named.  The  great  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  &c.,  here  seen,  spread  out 
along  the  horizon,  extends  for  a  dis- 
tance of  200  miles,  from  the  Septis 
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on  the  E.,  to  Mont  Blanc  in  the  S.W. 
Immediately  in  front  rise  the  Jung- 
frau,  Schreckhom,  and  other  giants 
of  the  Bernese  chain.  In  the  fore- 
ground, amidst  a  varied  expanse  of 
wooded  hill  and  yerdant  yale,  are  the 
lakes  of  Morat,  Neuchfttel,  and  Bi- 
enne,  while  the  silvery  Aar,  on  which 
stands  the  town  of'Soleure,  winds 
like  a  snake  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain* See  Keller^s  panorama  at  the 
inn. 

Another  road,  quite  practicable  for  a 
char-k-banc,  descends  tne  opposite  (N.) 
side  of  the  Weissenstein,  into  the  Yal 
Moutiers  (Bte.  1).] 

After  Soleure  the  railroad  runs  b7 
the  side  of  the  Aar,  and  along  the  S. 
base  of  the  Jura.  The  inn  on  the  top 
of  the  Weissenstein  continues  long  a 
conspicuous  object. 

On  the  rt  lie  the  Baths  of  Grange 
(firenchen),  a  large  building. 

Bffzmgen  (Boujean),  on  the  river 
Suze,  has  ironworks  of  repute  be- 
longing to  M.  Blasch. 

Jiierme  Terminus, 


ROUTE  4. 

BASLE  TO   LUCnSBNE,  BY  THE  CENTRAL 
SWISS  RAILWAY. 

"Bag.  m* 

LiesOul 8 

Lanfelflnoon    .....    18 

Olten S3 

Suraee 41 

Lucerno SS 

The  Central  Swiss  Railway  starts 
from  Basle  (stat.  near  the  iEschen 
Thor,  a  mile  from  the  bridge),  and 
traverses  the  Jura,  through  very  beau- 
tiful scenery,  to  Olten;  whence  its 
branches  diverge  to  Berne,  Lucerne, 
Zurich,  and  Bienne.  The  works  on 
this  line  were  executed  by  the  English 
engineer  Brassey. 

The  rly.,  on  quitting  Basle,  crosses 
the  valley  of  tne  Birs  on  a  lattice 
bridge  of  3  arches,  a  little  N.  of  the 
battlefield   of  St.  Jacob,  where,   in 
1444,  1600  Swiss  had  the  boldness 
to  attack,  and  the  couraee  to  with- 
stand for  10  hrs.,  a  French  army  ten- 
fold more  numerous,  commanded  by 
the  Dauphin,  afterwards  lionis  Xi. 
Only  10  of  the  Swiss  escaped  alive, 
the  rest  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
along  with  thrice  their  own  number  of 
foes,  whom  they  had  slain.     This  al- 
most incredible  exploit  spread  abroad 
through  Europe  the  fame  of  Swiss 
valour ;    and    Louis,    the    Dauphin, 
wisely  seeing  that  it  was  better  to 
gain  them  as  friends  than  to  oppose 
them  as  enemies,  courted  their  alli- 
ance, and  first  enrolled  them  as  a  per- 
manent body-guard  about  his  person 
— a  practice  continued  by  the  French 
monarchs  down  to  Charles  X.    The 
Swiss  themselves  refer  to  the  batde  of 
St.  Jacob  as  the  Thermopylas  of  their 
history.    The  vineyards  near  the  fi^d 
produce  a  red  wine,  called  Schweitser 
^lut  (Swiss  blood).    A  litde  beyond 
this  place  the  men  of  BmIc  were  in 
1833  drawn  into  an  ambuscade  by 
the  men  of  Liesthal  and  defeated  with 
considerable  slaughter.    The  rlv.  con- 
tinues for  some  miles  along  the  flat 
land  of  the  Rhine  valley,  then  leaving 


SwUzeHand, 
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it,  turns  to  the  it.  up  the  valley  of 
the  little  river  Ergolx. 

Liathal  Stat,  (/mu  not  good  : 
Faike;  Schlnasel)  was  always  opposed 
to  its  subjection  to  Basle,  and  was 
finally  separated  from  Basle  in  1833 
(see  p.  5)1  It  is  a  dirty,  uninterest- 
ii^  town  of  2170  Inhab.,  and  since  the 
separation  has  become  the  seat  of 
government  of  Basle  Campagne,  which 
indades  53  parishes,  with  a£>at  36,000 
Inhab.  In  the  Comidl-honse  (Bath- 
stobe)  are  cnrious  paintings  and  sen- 
tences on  the  walls,  and  Charles  the 
Bold's  cop  taken  at  Nancy. 

After  leaving  Liesthal  the  rly. 
fiiirly  enters  a  mountain  valley,  and 
follows  the  curves  of  the  stream.  The 
scenery  is  very  pretty;  in  the  bottom 
are  bright  green  meadows,  dotted 
with  white  houses;  on  the  sides  of 
the  hills  are  fir  and  beech  forests, 
mnd  above,  limestone  clif&  may  occa- 
sionally be  seen. 

8is»aeh  Stat,  The  Bly.  now  ascends 
the  valley  by  a  gradient  of  1  in  20, 
and  several  side  valleys  are  crossed 
on  bridges,  the  line  constantly  rising 
until  it  looks  down  upon  the  village 
of 

BtiHen  Stat  (Im:  Halb  Mond), 
beyond  which  is  a  tunnel  900  ft.  long; 
1.  rise  the  picturesque  ruins  of  the 
Castle  of  Homburg,  the  scenery  be- 
coming wilder  and  more  picturesque, 
and  the  mountains  higher. 

Laufeljingen  Stat.  Ulose  to  this  the 
formidable  tunnel  under  the  Unter- 
Haaenstein  is  entered.  This  tunnel 
is  2700  yards  long,  and  was  3  years 
in  progress,  and  at  one  accident  in 
1857  50  men  were  buried  alive  and 
lost.  This  pass  has  always  been  of 
great  importance  as  an  outlet  for  the 
merchandise  of  Switzerland,  and  as 
the  most  direct  line  of  communication 
from  W.  Germany  to  Italy  by  the 
St.  Gothard.  The  old  road  ascended 
to  the  head  of  the  pass  by  a  series 
of  zig-zags,  descending  in  a  similar 
manner  on  the  other  side,  and  com- 
mands a  *view  of  the  great  chain  of 
the  Alps,  which  is  lost  to  the  tra^ 
veller  by  the  rly.  Those  who  would 
not  miss  the  view  will  quit  the  train 
at  Laufelfingen,  walk  over  the  moun- 


tain (^Inn  at  the  summit),  and  rejoin 
the  rail  at  Olten. 

On  emerging  from  the  tunnel  we 
enter  the  pretty  valley  of  Trindach; 
erreen  fields  and  white  houses  below, 
fir  woods  above,  and  limestone  rocks 
and  clifls  occasionally  protruding, 
with  a  distant  riew  of  the  AppenzeU 
mountains.  Soon  afterwards  we  open 
into  a  wider  valley,  and,  looking  over 
Olten,  in  dear  weather  the  first  view 
of  the  Bemeae  Alps  is  obtained.  The 
rly.  here  makes  a  curve  of  more  than 
half  a  circle,  and,  crossing  the  river 
Aar,  reaches 

OUen  June.  Stat.  {Imu:  H.  von  Arx, 
close  to  Stat. ;  Krone),  a  town  very 
prettily  situated  in  a  valley  of  the 
Jura,  said  to  be  the  Roman  Uitimum. 
The  old  parish  church,  converted  into 
a  wood-nouse  since  the  new  church 
was  built,  is  mentioned  as  early  as 
1240.  Here  are  the  ironworks  of  the 
Central  Ely.  Frequent  omnibuses 
to  IVohburg,  a  watering-place  with 
whey  baths.  At  Olten  the  rly.  to 
Zurich  diverges,  and  passengers  for 
Berne,  Lucerne,  or  Bienne,  change 
carriages.  The  rly.  then  goes  through 
a  pass  between  the  hills  and  makes,  a 
circuit  round, 

Aarburg  Stat.  {Inns:  Bar;  Krone),  a 
neat  town  of  1500  Inhab.,  almost  en- 
tirely rebuilt  since  a  confiagration  in 
1 840.  It  is  distinguished  by  its  exten- 
sive Citadel  on  the  heights  above,  con- 
structed in  1660 ;  the  only  fortress  be- 
longing to  the  Swiss  Confederation, 
but  01  no  use  as  a  fortification,  for, 
although  it  has  bomb-proof  casemates 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  its  works  have 
been  allowed  to  go  to  decay.  It  serves 
as  a  military  storehouse  for  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  and  forms  a  pictur- 
esque object  in  the  landscape,  such  as 
is  met  with  in  the  back^ound  of  old 
German  pictures.  Outside  the  town 
is  an  extensive  cotton  factory,  and  a 
suspension  wire  bridge  over  the  Aar. 

Here  the  railway  branches  off  to 
Berne  (Rte.  5)  and  to  Soleure  (Rte.  3), 
though  the  carriages  are  changed  at 
Olten. 

The  railroad  continues  along  a 
pretty  valley,  distinguished  by  its  ver« 
dant  pastures,  and  its  substantial-look- 
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ingboases,  many  of  them  with  gardens, 
whose  walls  are  often  covered  with 
thin  plates  of  wood  orerlappinj^  each 
other  like  fishes'  scales.  It  is  bor- 
dered hy  a  varied  outline  of  wooded 
heights.    In  front,  the  snowj  Alps. 

Zoffingen  StaL — Inns:  Cheval  Blanc 
(Rosfili),  Ochs— a  town  with  3172  In- 
hab.  Its  Library  contains  autograph 
letters  of  Swiss  reformers,  and  Iraw- 
ing^  by  members  of  the  Swiss  Society 
of  Artists.  Near  the  Schiitzenhaus 
are  some  magnificent  lime-trees.  A 
fragment  of  the  castle  of  Reiden,  and 
a  solitary  tree  perched  on  a  rock  be- 
side it,  become  conspicuous  before 
reaching 

Reiden,  Stat,  The  Parsonage  was 
originally  the  house  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta. 

DagmerseUen Stat,  Inn:  Lion,  kept 
by  A.  Biihler,  good  and  dean. 

Nebikon  Stat,  Between  here  and  Wau- 
wfl  a  good  view,  rt.  of  the  snow  mts. 
of  the  Oberland.  The  Junsfran  is  in 
the  centre:  the  Monch  and  Eiger  to 
its  1.,  the  Altels  to  its  rt. 

Wauwill  SUt. 

Sttrsee  Stat. — {Inns:  Soleil ;  Hirsch; 
bpth  bad  and  dear) — an  old  walled 
town,  whose  ?ate-towers  still  bear  the 
double-head^  eagle  of  Austria  carved 
in  stone.  **  The  traveller  may  well  em- 
ploy a  few  moments  in  examining  the 
Hathhaus^  much  dilapidated,  but  afford- 
ing a  good  specimen  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  German-Burgundian  style. 
The  general  outline  resembles  the 
old  Tolbooth  of  Edinburffh.''~Sursee 
is  ]  m.  from  the  N.  end  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  which  has  no  pretensions 
to  great  beauty,  but  is  pleasing,  and 
highly  interesting  historically,  from 
the  Battle  of  Sempach  (1386)— the  se- 
cond of  those  great  and  surprising 
victories  by  which  Swiss  independence 
was  established.  It  was  fought  on  the 
£.  shore  of  the  lake,  behind  the  little 
town  of  Sempach,  opposite  which  the 
lake  comes  mto  full  view  from  our 
road.  In  1805  a  portion  of  the  water 
of  the  lake  was  let  off,  in  order  to 
gain  land  along  its  banks;  thus  its 
extent  is  diminished,  its  surface  low- 
ered, and  its  form  somewhat  altered 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 


battle.     The  rly.  runs  alone  its  W. 
shore.    Views  of  Filatns  and  Rigi- 

Sempach  Stat,  About  2  m.  nrom 
the  rly.  stat  is  the  town  of  Sempach 
r/»fu  ;  Kreutz ;  Adler) ;  and  2  m. 
farther  is  a  small  chapel,  erected  to 
commemorate  the  victory,  on  the  spot 
where  Leopold  of  Austria  (son  of  the 
Duke  of  the  same  name  who  had  been 
defeated  71  years  before  at  Mor- 
garten)  lost  his  life.  The  names  of 
those  who  fell,  both  Austrians  and 
Swiss,  were  inscribed  on  the  walls, 
which  also  bear  a  rude  fresco  repre- 
sentation of  the  noble  devotion  of 
Arnold  of  Wmkelried-^ 

He  of  battle-noArtyn  chief  1 

Who,  to  recall  his  d.iunted  peers. 

For  vietory  slwped  an  open  space, 

By  ffath'rinip,  with  a  wide  embrace. 

Into  his  single  heart,  a  sheaf 

Of  fatal  Auntrian  spears. — ffordsworth. 

He  was  a  knight  of  Uuterwalden, 
who,  observing  all  the  efforts  of  the 
Swiss  to  breiQc  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies  foiled  by  their  long  lances, 
exclaimed,  "Protect  my  wife  and 
children,  and  I  will  open  a  path  to 
freedom.*'  He  then  rushed  forward, 
and  gathering  in  his  arms  as  many 
lances  as  he  could  grasp,  buried  them 
in  his  bosom.  The  confederates  were 
enabled  to  take  advantage  of  the  gap 
thus  formed  in  the  mau-clad  ranks 
of  the  foe,  before  the  Austrian  lancers 
had  time  to  extricate  their  entangled 
weapons  from  his  body.  In  order  to 
oppose  the  Swiss,  who  fought  on  foot, 
many  of  the  Austrian  nobfes  had  dis- 
mounted to  form  a  serried  phalanx; 
but  the  armour  which  rendered  them 
almost  invulnerable  on  horseback,  and 
which,  while  they  remained  united 
and  in  close  column,  had  formed  so 
impenetrable  a  barrier  to  the  attack 
of  the  Swiss,  now  that  their  ranks 
were  broken,  disabled  them  from 
coping  with  their  light-armed  and 
active  foes.  600  nobles  were  slain, 
and  more  than  2000  common  soldiers; 
while  the  entire  force  of  the  Swiss, 
who  achieved  this  victory,  is  said  not 
to  have  exceeded  1400  men.  The 
conquerors  founded  masses  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  fell,  friends  as  well 
as  foes,  and  they  are  oeleln:ttied  even 
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now  on  the  anniTersarv  of  the  fight, 
which  is  a  popular  testiTaL  Fine 
view  of  the  Rigi  and  Filatus  from 
this  part  of  the  line. 

At  BntHgholzy  a  Tillage  ahout  3  m. 
W.  of  Nothwyl  Stat.,  and  on  the  rt  of 
the  road,  may  be  seen  a  mound,  called 
the  EngHsh  bamtw,,  because  it  contains 
the  bones  of  3000  Free  Comp^ions, 
or  Guglers,  who  had  formerly  served 
on    the  English    side    in   the   wars 
between  England  and  France.    They 
were    engaged    hj   Eneaerrand    or 
Concj,  son-in-law  of  Edward  III.  of 
England,    to  conquer   the  Austrian 
dominion,  to  which  De  Coucjr  had 
some  claim  throi^h  his  mother.    The 
King  of  France  furnished  him  with 
the  requisite  money,  in  order  to  libe- 
rate France  from  the  ravi^«s  of  these 
Free  Companions,  who,  whue  pillaging 
in  the  Swiss  cantons,  were  attacked 
in  detail  and  destroyed  by  the  Swiss 
peasants  in  1376.     The  action  which 
took  place  here  was  between  the  pea- 
sants of  Entlibnch  and  a  body  of  tnese 
Free  Companions. 

The  approach  to  Lucerne  is  charm- 
ing: on  the  L  rises  the  Rigi,  in  shape 
somewhat  resembling  a  horse's  back; 
on  the  rt.  the  Napf,  the  end  of  a  moun- 
tain chain,  stands  out  boldly;  in  front 
thePilatus  is  distinguished  by  its  ser- 
rated ridge.  After  crossing  the  small 
stream  of  the  Emme,  we  reach  the 
banks  of  the  green  Reuss,  rushing  out 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne.  Lucerne  is 
snrrounded  on  this  side  by  a  battle- 
mented  wall,  flanked  at  intervals  by  a 
number  of  tall  watchtowers,  descend- 
ing to  the  margin  of  the  river. 

LucERiTE.    (Route  16.) 

Station  on  S.  side  of  the  river. 
Steamers  for  Waggis,  Fluellen,  &c., 
touch  at  it. 


ROUTE  6. 

BASLE  TO  BERNE,  Br  THE  CENTRAL 
SWISS  RAILWAY. 

EDg.m. 
Bftsle. 

Liestluil 8 

LauFelfiDgea 18 

Olten 33 

HenograbodiMe  ....    40 

Borgdorf     ......    50 

Berne .64 

Trains  in  3}  to  5  hrs. 

The  road  as  far  as  Aarburg  is 
described  in  Rte.  4.  At  Aarburg,  a 
little  beyond  Olten,  the  road  leaves 
the  Lucerne  line  and  turns  to  the 
S.W.,  keeping  for  some  distance  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar ;  it  then  tra- 
verses a  fertile  but  duU  country  to 

ffet-zogenbuchsee  Jtmct.  Stat,  (/nn: 
Sonne),  a  town  of  some  4500  Inhab. 

Near  Rie^twyl  Stat,  a  verdant  valley 
is  entered,  its  slopes  covered  with 
luxuriant  wood. 

Burgddrf  '  (  French  Berthoud  ). — 
ilnns:  Bear;  Buffet  at  the  Stat), 
—a  thriving  town  (3500  Inhab.) 
of  large  arcaded  houses,  and  opulent 
public  institutions  pleasantly  situated 
at  the  month  of  the  fertile  Emmen- 
thal  (Rte.  22).  In  the  old  castle  here 
Pestalozsi  first  established  his  school. 
Views  of  the  Jungfrau,  group  of  snow 
mts.  from  the  ch.,  and  a  much  more 
extensive  one  from  the  Lueg,  2  hrs. 
walk. 

HwkJbank  Stat, 

In  the  church  of  Hindelbank  are 
many  monuments  to  the  noble  family 
of  iJrhchf  and  also  the  celebrated 
Monum&nt  of  Madame  Langhana^  wife 
of  the  clergyman,  who  died  in  child- 
birth. It  IS  by  a  sculptor  named 
Nahl,  and  represents  her  with  her 
child  in  her  arms,  bursting  through 
the  tomb  at  the  sound  of  the  last 
trumpet.  Its  merit,  as  a  work  of  art, 
has  been  much  exaggerated.  The  epi- 
taph was  written  by  Hauler.  This  tomb 
is  formed  of  sandstone,  and  is  let  into 
the  pavement  of  the  church. 

Beyond  ZoUikofenJunct.  Stat,  is  Ruete, 
rt.,  an  agricultural  institution. 

At  Wyler  Feld  ^a  fine  view  1.  of  the 
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Bernese  Alps)  the  rly.  from  Than 
(Rte.  25)  falls  in. 

The  Castfe  of  Reichenbach  on  the 
neighbouring  height  belongs  to  the 
Erlach  family. 

The  Aar  is  crossed  by  a  loft^ 
bridge,  having  a  passage  for  the  rail 
above,  and  the  carriage-road  below, 
leading  to 

Besne  Stat,  (Bte.  24), 


ROUTE  6. 

BA8LE  TO  ZiJBICH — ^RAILWAY. 

£Dg.m. 
Basle. 

Llesthal 8 

LaufelflDgea    ••     ...  1*8 

Oltcn      .......  23 

Aaraa    .......  31 

Bragg 42 

Targi  JaocUon      .     •     .     •  44 

Baden 47 

Zurich 63 

About4hr8.  Take  the  L  side  of 
the  carriage  up  to  Brugg ;  the  rt. 
after. 

The  road  88  fiur  as  Olten  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  4.  At  the  Olten  junction 
the  Zurich  branch  turns  £.,  keeping 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar,  to 

Aarcat — Inna:  Wilder  Mann  (Sau- 
vage),  comfortable ;  L5we  ;  Krone ; 
R<^li — ^Uie  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Argovie,  which  was  first  included  in 
the  Confederation  in  1803,  having  pre- 
viously formed  a  subject  province  of 
canton  Berne,  contains  4500  Inhab., 
and  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Aar:  Simond  called  it,  in  1817,  "an 
odious  little  place;**  but  it  has  much  im- 
proved and  increased  since  then.  It 
lies  at  the  S.  base  of  the  Jura,  here 
partly  covered  with  vineyards.  There 
are  many  extensive  cotton-mills  here. 

The  jRathhauSf  in  which  the  can- 
tonal councils  are  held,  has  been  re- 
built. In  the  pariah  church  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  services  are  per- 
formed alternately. 

Henry  Zschokke,  the  historian  and 
novel-writer,  resided  here  until  his 
death,  1848,  in  a  pretty  villa  on  a  hill 


on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar.    When  the 
armies  of  the  French  Revolution  took 

Sossession  of  Switzerland  in  1789,  and 
estroyed  its  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment, Aarau  was  made  for  a  short 
time  capital  of  the  Helvetian  Re- 
public. 

There  are  several  castles  visible  from 
the  riy.,  the  most  conspicuous  of  which 
is  that  of  Wildegg,  the  residence  of 
Col.  d*£fiinger. 

SchintgtMch  Stat.  1}  m.  from  the 
Botha  of  Schintznachy  also  called  Habs- 
burger  Bad,  the  most  frequented 
watering -place  in  Switzerland.  The 
principiu  buildings  are  the  Hotel 
(Grosser  Gasthof )  and  Bath-hoitaet  in 
a  semicircular  form.  500  persons  fre- 
quently sit  down  to  dinner  together 
in  the  season  at  the  table-a'hote. 
There  are  160  rooms  and  160  baths, 
all  exactly  alike,  lined  with  Dutch 
tiles.  Auich  attention  is  paid  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor.  There  is  accom- 
modation for  90  persons  both  in  baths 
and  beds,  and  they  are  provided  with 
these,  as  well  as  with  medical  atten- 
dance, free  of  all  expense.  There 
are  funds,  likewise,  for  their  mainte- 
nance, which  are  increased  by  a  poor- 
box  carried  round  every  Sunday  by  a 
lady  and  gentleman  at  the  table^liote. 
There  are  two  resident  physicians. 
The  water  is  60®  Fahr.;  it  tastes 
strong  of  sulphur,  Epsom  and  Glauber 
salts,  by  no  means  a  palatable  draught. 
The  visitors  are  chieily  French — very 
few  English ;  hence,  though  provisions 
are  dear  in  this  country,  the  table- 
dlidte  costs  only  8  fr."— L.  Fm.  The 
waters  are  efficacious  in  cutaneous 
disorders,  in  rheumatism  and  gout^ 
and  for  wounds.  Schintznach  owes 
little  to  nature  except  its  waters. 
Some  pretty  walks  have  been  made 
near  the  houses,  and  winding  paths, 
under  the  shade  of  trees,  lead  up  the 
hill  to  Habsburg. 

Among  the  many  excuravms  in  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  mentioned  the 
ascent  of  the  Oisli-FiuK,  over  which 
there  is  a  pleasant  walk  to  Aarau. 

Brugg,  or  Bntck — Inn:  Das  RossIL 
Rly.  to  Waldshut  (Rte.  7)  in  pro- 

S'ess.    An  ai|cie|it  possession  of  the 
ouse  of  Habsb^r^t  pontainin^  80Q 
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Inhab.  The  exit  and  entrance  to 
it  are  guarded  by  high  conical  roofed 
towers.  The  S<i«Darze  Tkurm  (Black 
tower)  is  a  Roman  building  of  the  aee  of 
the  liower  Empire.  Bmgg  is  the  birth- 
^ace  of  Zimmerman,  physician  of 
frederi^L  the  Great,  who  wrote  on 
SoHtode. 

The  oonntry  aronnd  Bmgg  is  in- 
teresting, both  in  a  geographical  and 
historical  point  of  view. .  In  the  plain, 
a  little  below  the  town,  three  of  the 
principal  rivers  of  Switzerland  which 
drain  the  N.  slopes  of  the  Alps,  from 
the  Grisons  to  tne  Jura,  the  Liimmat, 
the  Beoss,  and  the  Aar,  form  a  Jmic- 
tion,  and,  united  under  the  name  of 
the  Aiur,  throw  themselves  into  the 
Bhine  about  10  m.  below  Brugg,  at  a 
place  called  Coblens. 

Close  upon  this  meeting  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  on  the  triangular  tongue  of 
land  between  the  Aar  and  Keuss, 
stood  Vindonissa,  the  most  important 
settlement  of  the  Romans  in  Helvetia, 
as  well  as  their  stron^st  fortress  on 
this  frontier,  on  which  they  placed 
iheiT  chief  dependence  for  mamtain- 
ing  this  portion  of  their  empire.  Its 
works  extended  12  m.  from  N.  to  S. 
Yet  scarcely  any  portion  of  it  now 
appears  above  ground;  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  a  subterranean  aque- 
duct, which  conveyed  water  from 
Bnuinege[berg,  3  m.  off,  foundations 
of  wall^Droken  pottery,  inscriptions, 
and  coins,  have  been  turned  up  oy  the 
spade  froqi  time  to  time,  and  its  name 
is  preserved  in  that  of  the  miserable 
little  village  of  Wmdiaeh. 

**  Within  the  ancient  walls  of  Yin- 
donisisa,  the  castle  of  Habsburg,  the 
abbey  of  Konigsfeld,  and  the  town  of 
Bnux  have  successively  arisen.  The 
philosophic  traveller  may  compare  the 
monuments  of  Roman  conquests,  of 
feudal  or  Austrian  tyranny,  of  monk- 
ish superstition,  and  of  industrious 
freedom.  K  he  be  truly  a  philosopher, 
he  will  applaud  the  ment  and  nap- 
piness  of  his  own  time." — Gibbon, 

1^  m.  E.  of  Bru^  stands  the  Abbey 
of  K^nifsfelden  (King's  field),  founded, 
1310,  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and 
Agnes  Queen  oi  Hungary,  on  the 
spot  where,  two  years  before,  their 


husband  and  father,  the  Emperor 
Albert,  was  assassinated.  The  con- 
yent,  a  group  of  gloomy  piles,  was  sup- 
pressed ih  1528;  part  of  it  is  now  con- 
verted into  a  &rm-house,  an  hospital, 
and  a  mad-house ;  the  rest  is  falling  to 
decay.  The  dilapidated  Church  con- 
tains some  yery  fine  painted  glass,  and 
numerous  pavement  tombs,  with  sculp- 
tured coats  of  arms  of  a  long  train  of 
nobles  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Sem- 
pach.  The  large  yaults  beneath  were 
the  burial-place  of  many  members  of 
the  Austrian  family,  including  Agnes, 
and  Leopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  but 
they  were  removed  hence  into  the  Aus- 
trian dominions  in  1 770.  According  to 
tradition  the  high  altar  stands  on  the 
spot  where  Albert  felL  He  was  about 
to  invade  Switzerland  with  his  army, 
had  crossed  the  ferry  of  the  Reuss  in 
a  small  boat,  leaving  his  suite  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  attended  only  by 
the  four  conspirators.  The  chief  of 
them,  John  of  Suabia,  his  nephew — 
who  had  been  instigated  to  slay  him 
by  the  wrong  he  endured  in  being 
kept  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance 
by  his  uncle — ^first  struck  him  in  the 
throat  with  his  lance.  Balm  ran  him 
through  with  his  sword,  and  Walter 
von  Essenbach  cleft  his  skull  with  a 
felling-stroke.  Wart,  the  fourth,  took 
no  share  in  the  marder.  Although 
the  deed  was  so  openly  done,  in  broad 
day,  almost  under  the  walls  of  the 
Imperial  Castle  of  Habsburg,  and  in 
sight  of  a  large  retinue  of  armed  at- 
tendants, the  murderers  were  able  to 
escape  in  different  directions ;  and  the 
imperial  retainers  took  to  flight,  leav* 
ing  their  dying  master  to  breathe  hii 
last  m  the  arms  of  a  poor  peasant  who 
happened  to  pass. 
A  peasant-ffirl   that   royal   head   upon   hef 

bosom  laid. 
And,  shrinking  not  for  woman's  dread,  tha 

fiice  of  death  survev'd  : 
Alone  she  sate.     From  hill  and  wood  low 

sunk  the  mournfal  sun ; 
Past  gushed  the  fount  of  noble  blood.    Trea- 
son his  worst  had  done. 
With  her  long  hair  she  vainly  pressed  the 

wounds  to  staunch  their  tide ; 
Unknown,  on  that  meek,  humble  breast,  im- 
perial Albeit  died. — Mrt»  Hemans, 

A  direful  yengeance  was  wreaked 
by    the   children    of  the    murdered 
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monarch;  not,  however,  upon  the 
murderers — ^for,  with  the  exception  of 
Wart,  the  only  one  who  did  not  raise 
his  hand  against  him,  they  all  escaped 
— but  upon  their  &mi]ies,  relations, 
and  friends ;  and  1000  victims  are  be- 
lieved to  have  expiated,  with  their 
lives,  a  crime  of  which  they  were  to- 
tally innocent.  Queen  Agnes  grati- 
fied her  spirit  of  vengeance  with  the 
sight  of  these  horrid  executions,  ex- 
claiming, while  63  unfortunate  men 
"Were  butchered  before  her,  "Now  I 
bathe  in  May-dew  1"  She  ended  her 
days  in  the  convent  of  Konigsfelden, 
which  she  had  founded  and  endowed 
with  the  confiscated  property  of  those 
whom  she  had  slaughtered.  Penance, 
prayer,  and  almsgiving  could  avail 
but  little  to  stifle  the  qualms  of  a 
guilty  conscience  for  the  bloody  deeds 
which  she  had  committed;  and  it  is 
recorded  that  a  holy  hermit,  to  whom 
she  had  applied  for  absolution,  replied 
to  her,  "Woman!  God  is  not  to  be 
served  with  bloody  hands,  nor  by  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  persons,  nor  by 
convents  built  with  the  plunder  of 
orphans  and  widows,  but  by  mercy 
and  forgiveness  of  injuries."  The 
building  in  which  she  passed  50  years 
of  her  ufe  was  destroyed ;  that  which 
is  shown  as  her  cell  is  not  so  in 
reality.  There  was  a  grove  of  oaks 
on  the  spot  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  committed.  The  tree  under 
which  Albert  fell  was  converted  into 
a  chest  to  hold  Agnes'  jewels,  and  is 
still  preserved. 

About  2  nufrom  Bruffg,  on  a  wooded 
height  called  Wiilpelsbei^,  stand  the 
remains  of  the  Castle  of  ffabsburg,  or 
Habichtsburg  (Hawk's  Castle),  the 
cradle  of  the  House  of  Austria,  built 
by  Count  Radbod  of  Altenbure,  1020, 
an  ancestor  of  the  family.  A  mere 
fragment  of  the  original  building  now 
exists.  The  tall,  square  keep  of 
rough  stones  has  walls  8  ft.  thick  ; 
and  beneath  it  a  dungeon,  to  be  en- 
tered only  by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
above.  The  view  from  it  is  pictu- 
resque and  interesting;  the  eye  ranges 
along  the  course  of  the  three  rivers, 
over  the  site  of  the  Roman  Vindonissa 
and  Konigsfelden,  the  sepulchre  of 


imperial  Albert:  on  die  S.  rises  the 
rumed  castle  of  Brauneg^,  which  be- 
longed to  the  sons  of  the  tyrant 
Gessler;  and  below  it  Birr,  where 
Pestalozzi,  the  teacher,  died,  and  is 
buried.  It  takes  in  at  a  single  glance 
the  whole  Swiss  patrimony  of  the 
Habsburgs — an  estate  far  more  limited 
than  that  of  many  a  British  JP^er — 
from  which  Rudolph  was  called  to 
wield  the  sceptre  of  Charlema^e. 
The  House  of  Austria  were  deprived 
of  their  Swiss  territories  by  papal  ban, 
150  years  after  Rudolph's  elevation : 
but  It  is  believed  that  the  ruin  has 
again  become  the  property  of  the 
Austrian  Emperor  by  purchase. 

On  quitting  Brugg,  the  rly.  leaves 
the  Aar.  It  traverses  Oderdorf  (near 
which  are  scanty  remains  of  a  Roman 
amphitheatre),  and  crosses  the  river 
Reuss  to  the 

Tarfji  Junction  Stat.,  where  the  branch 
from  Waldshut  (Rte.  7)  joins  the  main 
line  from  Olten  to  Ziirich.  (A  large 
cotton  manufacture  here.)  Since  this 
line  was  opened,  travellers  from  Man- 
heim  or  Heidelberg  may  reach  Ztirich 
by  the  express  tram  in  9  hrs.,  without 
changing  carriages  from  BLlein  Basel. 

From  hence  the  rly.  keeps  the  L 
bank  of  the  Ltmmat  to 

Baden  Stat,  ( Inn :  Waage  (Balances), 
the  best  hotels  are  across  the  water 
at  the  baths,  more  than  f  mile  from 
the  town). — This  ancient  walled  town, 
of  1800  Inhab.,  is  squeesed  within  a 
narrow  defile  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Limmat,  here  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridge.  The  ruins  of  the  Castle  over- 
look It  from  a  rocky  eminence,  now  tun- 
nelled through  by  the  Zurich  Railway, 
well  worth  ascending  for  the  sineiilar 
view.  It  was  anciently  the  residenoe 
and    stronghold     of    the    Austrian 

Srinces.  Here  were  planned  the  expe- 
itions  aeainst  the  Swiss,  which  were 
firustrateia  at  Morgarten  and  Sempach. 
At  length  when  the  Pope,  in  1415, 
excommunicated  the  Archduke  Fre- 
derick, the  Swiss  took  it  and  burnt  it. 
In  the  Sathhaus  of  Baden  the  pre- 
liminaries preceding  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  terminated  the  war  of 
the  Spanish  Succession,  were  arranged 
by  Prince  Eugene  on  the   part    of 
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AnsCiift,  and  bj  Itfarahal  YiUars  for 
France,  in  1712. 

Baden  im  Argan,  like  its  namesakes 
in  Baden  and  Austria,  was  frequented 
on  aooonnt  of  its  mineral  waters  by 
the  Romans,  who  called  it  TkermxHel" 
wtMXB.  It  was  sacked  and  destroyed 
b^  Oecina.  Tacitus  mentions  it  as 
"  in  modum  munioipii  extructns  locus, 
amceno  salubrium  aquamm  nsu  fre^ 
qoens."— ^itf.  i.  67. 

The  Baths  {Tnns:  Stadtbof.  best; 
Ltmmathof ;  Schiff),  on  the  borders 
of  the  TJmmat,  ^  mile  below  or  N. 
of  the  town,  are  resorted  to  between 
June  and  Sept.  by  numerous  Tisitors, 
15,000  in  1861,  chiefly  French  and 
Swiss.  The  waters  are*  warm  and  sul- 
phureoos,  haring  a  temperature  of 
118^  Fahr.  There  are  1 9  springs  and 
a  copious  outflow,  and  are  good  for 
rhcnmatism,  &c. 

The  Swiss  Baden,  though  not  equal 
in  beauty  to  its  namesakes  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  has  considerable 
attractions  in  the  country  around  it. 
The  rocky  heights  on  each  side  of  the 
rirer — ^the  one  surmounted  by  the 
ruined  castle,  the  other  partly  coTered 
by  Tineyards^form  a  portal  through 
which  the  lammat  pours.  Before  this 
gorge  was  formed,  Baden  and  the 
country  above  it  must  have  been  a 
yastlake. 

Agreeable  walks  are  made  for  in- 
ya]i£  by  the  side  of  the  Limmat,  and 
many  pleasant  excursions  may  be 
made  m  the  country  around — the 
most  interesting  being  that  described 
aboye,  to  Schintznach  (8  miles),  by 
Windisch,  Konigsfelden,  and  Habs- 
bnig. 

Boman  relics  are  constantly  dis- 
coTered  in  this  district  Gambling 
must  have  been  a  prevailing  vice 
among  the  visitors  to  the  baths,  and 
the  Roman  Legions  stationed  here, 
if  it  is  true  that  a  neighbouring  field 
has  obtained  the  name  of  Dice  Meadow 
fWurfel  Wiese),  from  the  quantity  of 
dice  dug  up  in  it. 

The  MaUroad  passes  by  a  tunnel  800 
feet  long,  under  the  Stein  or  Castle 
hill,  and  runs  along  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Limmat.  It  passes  CEstadten  Stat. 
and  Schlieren  Stat    The  Cistercian 


convent  of  Wettmgen,  a  vast  building 
with  many  courts,  gardens,  &c.,  sur- 
rounded by  a  wall,  is  situated  in  an 
angle  formed  by  a  bend  of  the  river 
on  its  rt.  bank.  It  was  suppressed  by 
the  council  of  the  canton  (Aarau), 
1841,  and  is  now  a  seminary.  Its 
churchy  founded  in  1227,  contains  tombs 
of  some  early  counts  of  Habsburg  and 
Kyburg,  the  stone  coflin  in  which  the 
body  of  the  Emperor  Albert  was  in- 
terred for  14  months  after  his  murder, 
painted  glass,  carved  staUs,  &c  The 
railway  makes  a  great  bend  here. 

Dklikon.  The  stately  buUdin^  1. 
on  the  height  surrounded  by  vme- 
yards  is  a  Kelterhaus  (wine-press)  of 
the  convent  of  Wettingen.  IVear  this 
village  the  French,  under  Massena, 
crossed  the  river.  Sept  24,  1799 — a 
masterly  movement,  wnich  led  to  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  and  the  capture 
of  Ziirich. 

The  landscape  becomes  very  ani- 
mated in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ziirich. 
The  distant  Alps  on  the  rt  and  the 
long  ridge  of  the  Albis,  terminating 
towards  Ziirich  in  the  Uetliberg, 
crowned  with  its  Inn^  are  conspicuous 
objects.    The  Sihl  river  is  crossed. 

ZuBiCH.  In  Rte.  9.  Station^  on  the 
former  SchUtsenplatz. 


ROUTE  7. 

BASLE  TO  80HAFFHAU8EN   AND  CON- 
STANCE, BY  WALDBHUT. — ^RAIL, 

Eng.  m. 
Basle. 

Rheinfelden 10 

Sacklngen 20 

LaufRenburg 26 

Waldahut 36 

Scbaffhausen 64 

Tennimtt  at  the  Baden  Stat.,  in 
Klein  Basel.  This  is  the  shortest 
way  from  Frankfurt  to  Ziirich. 

This  railway  runs  on  the  rt.  or 
Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  in  continua- 
tion of  the  Baden  Railway,  and  was 
extended  1863  to  Schaifhausen  and 
Constance. 
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rOn  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bhine, 
a  uttle  before  Rheinfelden,  is 

Avgst,  which  stands  on  each  side 
of  the  small  river  Ergolx,  on  the  site 
of  the  Roman  city  Augusta  Bauraoorum, 
founded  by  Munatios  Flancns,  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus.  Its  existence  on 
this  spot  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
quantity  of  Roman  remains  that  have 
been,  and  still  are,  discovered,  wher- 
ever the  ground  is  turned  up.  There 
are  indications  of  an  am^mitheatre, 
now  converted  into  pleasure  grounds; 
but  the  remains  of  buildines  are  very 
slight.  The  relics  which  nave  been 
found  are  curious,  though  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  has  arranged 
them  in  the  style  of  a  tea-garden. 
There  are  several  columns,  inscrip- 
tions, tombs,  and  fragments  of  statues, 
all  of  the  Lower  Empire;  but  which 
the  antiquary  would  do  well  to  ex- 
amine, as  they  are  inedited.] 

Greneach    Stat,      Excellent    wine 

Sown  here.  The  line  approaches  the 
line,  breaking  and  foaming  over 
Focks  near 

Rhemfelden  Stat,  (/nn ;  Krone,  Post, 
saltwater  baths),  a  town  of  1 500  Inhab., 
surrounded  by  walls  and  closed  at 
either  end  by  gates  in  the  true  Swiss 
fashion.  It  stands  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  here  crossed  by  a  covered 
wooden  bridge,  above  and  below  which 
the  rocks  in  the  river  bed  form  con- 
siderable rapids  and  falls.  The  town 
is  partly  built  of  fragments  of  Roman 
masonry  brought  from  the  ruins  of 
Augst.  Opposite  the  inn  is  a  hand- 
some fountain,  a  pUlar  of  bronze,  sup- 
porting a  standardbearer  with  tne 
arms  of  the  town.  Duke  Bernard  of 
Saxe  Weimar  g^ned  a  battle  here  in 
the  Thirty  Years'  War  (1638)  m  which 
the  Due  de  Rohan  perished. 

The  success  of  Baron  v.  Glenck  at 
Schweitzerhall  (Rte.  1)  induced  se- 
veral companies  to  follow  his  example 
in  boring  for  salt.  Brine  was  reached 
in  1645  at  Rheinfelden  at  a  depth  of 
351  ft.,  and  below  it  was  a  bed  of 
rock  salt  80  feet  thick.  At  Byburg, 
4  m.  to  the  E.,  the  salt  is  first  reached 
500  ft.  below  the  surface.  At  both 
places  the  brine  that  is  pumped  up 
IS  almost  saturated,  containing  26  per 


cent,  of  salt.  Their  joint  produce  is 
124,000  cwt.  The  companies  are 
bound  by  similar  conditions  to  those 
described  in  Rte.  1. 

Sachingen  Stat,  has  a  fine  Al^y  0%. 
with  2  towers. 

Klein  Lauffenburg  Stat,  connected 
by  a  wooden  bridge  with 

Lauffenburg  (Irm :  Adler  (Aigle), 
clean,  rather  dear),  a  town  of  900 
Inhab.  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  river  flows  in  a  deep-sunk  chan- 
nel, rueeed  with  rocks  which  fret  its 
bright ^ue-gpreen  waters;  it  is  here 
interrupted  by  more  rapids  and  falls, 
in  Gkrman  called  Lauffeti,  whence  the 
name  of  the  place.  Small  boats  can 
only  pass  them  by  unloading  their 
cargoes  above,  and  being  let  down 
gradually  by  stout  ropes,  held  by  men 
stationed  on  the  bank.  It  was  in 
descending  these  rapids  in  this  man- 
ner that  a  young  English  nobleman. 
Lord  Montague,  the  hist  male  of  his 
line,  was  drowned — on  the  same  day 
that  his  family  mansion,  Cowdray,  in 
Sussex,  was  burnt  to  the  g^und. 
The  accident  is  commonly,  but  erro- 
neously, referred  to  the  Rhine  fall  at 
Schaffhausen. 

The  Fall  is  not  seen  from  the  stat. 

Waldshut  Junct,  Stat.  (Irms :  Rebstock 
(Vine),  clean  and  reasonable;  Ba- 
discher  Hof);  a  walled  town  of  1000 
Inhab.,  on  the  skirts  of  the  Black 
Forest.  [J'he  Swiss  Junct.  Rly. 
crosses  the  Rhine  and  ascends  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Aar  to 

Turgi  Junct.  Stat,,  near  a  small  vil- 
lage called  Coblenz  (Confluentia). 
the  Rhine  is  here  Joined  by  the 
Aar.] 

The  Schaffhausen  railway  leaves 
the  Rhine  and  proceeds  along  a 
tolerably  level  but  dull  and  un- 
interesting country,  enlivened  oply  by 
occasional  distant  views  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

Thiengen  Stat, 

At  Erzingen  Stat,  the  Baden  terri- 
tory is  quitted,  and  soon  afterwards 
canton  Schaffhausen  is  entered. 

Neuhauaen  Stat,  (on  the  rt.  bank) 
— Inna :  Schweiser  Hof,  very  good  ; 
pleasant  gardens  extending  to  the 
Rhine;  the  obliging  landlora  has  ac- 
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quired  the  exclmiv*  right  of  AhIuiix; 
HHMH,  40  fr.  a  week,  1 50  fr.  a  month. 
Belleruc,  H.  tad  pensioD,  new,  very 
good,  [fnu  on  the  1.  bulk,  oppo- 
tite  Neuhuiaen — H.  da  Chateaa  de 
lAoffen  ;  omniboBes  to  Dachwn  Stat. 

H.  Witng,  good  and  cheap,  at  thai 

StU.:  no  new.]    Rte.  S. 


Wbether  th«  traveller  stop  at  Nea- 
hansen  Sut.  or  at  Dachsen  Stat,  he  will 
find  the  Dtmoat  bcilitiea  for  viewing 
the FMUifKon  all  points.  Hemajcrou 


the  atone  bridge  aboTe  the  Falls,  and 
retnm  bj  Ferry  below  the  Falli. 
Out  adTice  i«  to  approach  them  first 
from  Lanfen  Castle  on  the  1.  bank. 
Thus  nothing  will  be  seen  of  it  imtii 
it  is  at  imce  preiented  in  its  moat 
mwiificenl  point  of  Tiew. 

A  will  take  at  leiMl  a  bonn  to  we 
the  fiilU  properlT. 

The  garden  of  the  CaatU  of  Lanfen 
ia  aitu^d  on  ajiigh  rock  orerlooking 
the  &I1;  a  charge  of  1  fr.  is  made  for 
eacli  pereon  admitted  to  the  castle  and 
the  walks.  Here  iaalaoaprinl.roomg 
uaaj'  |K«ttj  news  of  the  Bbine,  &c., 
may  be  found  for  sale,  also  maps  and 
fuide-books.  There  are  several  plat- 
forma  and  kiosks  in  the  gardens,  from 
which  riewt  of  the  &1]b  are  obtained, 
and  MTeral  flights  of  very  rude  atone 
and  wooden  step*  conduct  to  a  project- 


ing stage,  or  mde  balcony,  of  stout 
timbers,  U>e  Fischeti,  thrown  out,  like 
the  bowsprit  of  a  ship,  from  the  vertical 
cliff  to  within  a  kw  feet  of  the  fall.  It 
actually  overhangs  the  roaring  shoot, 
and,  though  perfectly  secure,  trembles 
under  the  impulse  of  the  water. 
Here,  covered  with  the  spray,  the 
traveller  may  enjoy  the  full  gran- 
deur of  this  hill  oficalert;  and  it  is 
only  by  this  close  proi '    ' 


the  swiftuess  of  an  arrow  above  hig 
bead  and  beneath  his  feet,  that  a  true 
<n  can  be  formed  of  the  stupen- 
dous nature  of  this  cataracL  The 
best  time  for  seeing  the  fall  is  about  8 
in  the  morning,  when  the  iris  floats 
within  the  spray  (provided  the  sun 
shines),  and  by  moonlight.  Tbe  river 
is  usuaUr  most  full  in  the  month  of 
July,  "fhe  Rhine,  above  the  faU,  Is 
about  300  ieet  broad)  the  height  of 
the  fikU  varies  from  flO  feet  on  one 
side  to  45  on  the  other;  but,  including 
the  rapids  above,  tbe  entire  descent  is 
not  less  than  100  feet.  Two  isolated 
pillars  of  rock,  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  divide  the  fall  into  3 
shoots.  Seen  from  behind,  these  pin- 
nacles appear  eaten  away  by  tbe  con- 
stant friction  of  tbe  water,  and  totter- 
ing to  their  fall ;  yet,  thoueh  the  rock 
is  soft,  tbe  waste  of  it  within  the  me- 
mory of  man  has  not  been  perceptible. 
lie  river,  after  its  leap,  forms  a 
large  semiciicolar  bay,  as  it  were  to 
reat  itself ;  the  sides  of  which  are 
perpetually  ohafed  hy  the  heaving 
billows.  Here,  in  fr«nt  of  the  fiU^ 
on  the  n.  bank,  stands  tbe  Ciutla  of 
Werth,  a  square  tower,  containing  a 
camera  obscura,  which  shows  the  &11 
in  another  and  a  very  singular  point 
of  view.  From  this  tower  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  of 
Laufen  stands,  boats  ply,  to  ferry 
visitors  aoToes,  charging  ^  fr.  eacb. 
The  boats  are  mnch  tossed  about  in 
their  passage,  bat  make  it  nithont 
risk.  The  Ixiatmen  below  the  falls 
will  land  adventurous  travellers  on 
the  central  rock  at  4  fr.  each;  and 
thoae  who  have  a  steady  head  may 
ascend  it,  and  view  die  fall  from  this 
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Tantage-gproimd.  These  boatmen  ap- 
pear to  enjoj  a  monopoly,  and  are 
insolent. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  illumi- 
nating the  falls. 

The  discharge  of  water  at  the  Falls 
is  about  80,000  cub.  ft.  per  second. 
When  the  river  is  at  the  highest,  it 
has  been  known  to  diminish  to  8000 
ft.  The  broken  «ature  of  its  bed  is 
such  that,  during  the  low  waters  in 
the  early  spring  of  1848  and  1858, 
men  were  able  to  cross  it  by  leaping 
firom  rock  to  rock.  An  iron  monu- 
ment commemorates  the  event. 

On  the  rocks  on  the  rt.  bank  are 
some  iron-works,  the  hanuners  of 
which  are  work^  by  the  fall.  The 
buildings  and  smoky  chimneys  ma- 
terially injure  the  beauty  of  the  falls. 
Immeoiately  above  the  falls  is  the 
stone  bridge  of  the  SchafFhausen  and 
Ztirich  Railway,  which  passes  near 
the  Castle  of  Laufen  and  the  falls. 
(Bte.  9.) 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  no  classic  or 
ancient  author  mentions  the  Bheinfall. 


SoHAFFHAUSEN  Stat.  at  the  Ober- 
thor,  near  the  Promenade.  (Irms :  in 
the  town— Couronne,  fair,  not  far 
from  the  station;  Post  (Schwam); 
Xion.  On  the  8.  side  of  the  Bhine, 
— Cerf  (Hirsch),  dean,  cheap.  For 
hotels  at  the  Falls  see  last  page^ 

Schaffhausen  (8700  Inhab.,  ProL) 
stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Bhine,  just  above  the  spot  where 
the  rapids  and  falls  commence,  which 
render  that  river  unnavigable  as  far 
as  Basle.  It  was  originally  a  landing- 
place  and  magazine,  at  which  the 
portage  of  goods  beg^  and  ended, 
and  owes  its  origin  and  name  to  the 
boat  or  skiff  houses^  here  erected.  It 
is  distinguished  above  almost  every 
other  town  in  Switzerland  by  the  an- 
tique architecture  of  its  houses,  whose 
fronts  and  projecting  oriel  windows 
are  decorated  with  carvings  and 
stucco-work.  Many  of  them  were 
oriffinally  entirely  covered  externally 
wiUi  fresco  paintings,  but  of  these 


there  are  now  few  examples :  the 
house  called  Zum  Bitter,  nearly  op- 
posite the  Couronne,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  those  that  re- 
main. The  houses  or  halls  of  the 
ancient  Guilds^  or  ZHnfte,  are  worthy 
of  attention  on  account  of  their  quaint 
inscriptions  and  allusive  ornaments. 
The  wall  and  turreted  gateways  of 
the  town  have  been  preserved,  and 
furnish  very  picturesque  subjects  for 
the  penciL  There  are  a  few  manu- 
factures of  iron,  silk,  and  cotton. 

It  is  almost  exclusively  on  account 
of  its  vicinity  to  the  celebrated  Falls 
of  the  Bhine  that  Schaffhausen  is 
visited.  It  has  little  resort,  except 
from  the  passage  of  travellers,  it  being 
one  of  the  portals  of  Switzerland,  and 
there  is  little  within  Uie  town  to  de- 
serve notice.  On  the  height  above 
it  rises  the  curious  eastle  culed  iftm- 
noth  (Munitio?).  Its  tower  has  walls 
of  great  thickness  (IB  feet),  built  in 
1564.  It  is  providea  with  bomb-proof 
casemates,  and  is  a  curious  specimen 
of  the  transition  style  of  fortification. 
There  are  subterranean  passages  under 
it.  The  whole  is  shown  (1  fr.  for  a 
small  party). 

Frederick  Duke  of  Tyrol  (Empty- 
purse)  conveyed  away  Pope  John 
aXTTT.  from  tine  justice  of  the  Council 
of  Constance,  1415,  and  kept  him  safe 
in  the  castle  of  Schaffhausen,  for 
which  he  was  placed  under  the  ban  of 
the  Empire. 

The  Minster — originally  the  Abbey 
of  All  Saints — ^was  founded  1052.  It 
is  a  building  in  the  Bomanesque,  or 
round  arched  style,  remarkame  for 
its  antiquity,  the  solidity  of  its  con- 
struction, and  as  exhibitmg  an  unal- 
tered specimen  of  that  style.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  are  supported  by 
single  circular  columns,  ancl  those  in 
the  centre  of  the  transept  by  square 
piers  of  the  most  massive  kind.  The 
cloister  attached  to  the  church  con- 
tains a  profusion  of  monuments  of  the 
magistrates  and  patrician  families,  but 
everything  is  covered  with  plaster  and 
whitewash. 

The  public  walks  (F&ufaii6)  out- 
side the  town  on  the  W.  side  com- 
mand fine  views  of  the  Bhine,  ^c. 
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There  are  baths  close  to  the  Rhine 
and  a  swimming-bath  in  the  river. 

The  celebrated  wooden  bridge  over 
the  Rhine,  of  a  single  arch,  365  feet 
in  span,  was  burnt  by  the  French  in 
1799,  and  is  replacea  by  one  of  ordi- 
nary Gonstmction.  A  model  of  the 
original  may  be  seen  in  the  town 
library:  the  architect  was  a  carpenter 
from  Appenzell,  named  Grubenmann. 

The  Town  library  contains  the 
collection  of  books  of  the  celebrated 
Swiss  historian  Mnller,  who  was  born 
here. 

Raibcays  to  Winterthur  and  Ziirich, 
to  Basle,  and  to  Constance. 

Diiigenca  to  Donaueschingen  and 
Freiboig  (on  the  road  to  Strasburg 
and  Frankfort). 

OmnibuB  to  the  Falls  (1  fr.)- 

The  FaUs  of  the  Rhine  are  about 
9  nules  below  Schaffhansen.  They 
are  eadly  accessible  by  the  2  rlys. 
N.  and  S.  of  the  river,  Nenhausen 
Stat,  on  the  N.,  and  the  Dach- 
sen  Stat,  of  the  Rly.  to  Zurich,  being 
but  10  min.  from  the  falls.  There  are 
now  good  hotels  on  both  banks. 


ROUTE  8. 

SCXLLFFHAUSEN  tO  CONSTANCE — RAIL. — 
LAKE  OF  CONSTANCE. 

There  are  2  routes,  both  recom- 
mendable.  A.  aloi^;  N.  bank  of  Rhine : 
rly.  5  trains  dailv,  1£  hr.  B.  road 
along  S.  side.  The  steamer  by  the 
river  has  ceased  to  run. 

A*  The  BaiUcay,  on  the  N»  aide  of  the 
Rhine,  takes  a  N.  direction  by  Her- 
blingen  Stat,  to  Thayingen,  where  it 
enters  Baden  and  proceeds  to  the 
Ixiwer  Lake  near  Raaolfssell. 

Swfen  Stat* — (/hn,  poor  and  eztor* 
tiooate).  Near  this  place  you  pass 
at  the  foot  of  EohenticieL  The  castle 
is  now  dismantled.    The  lofty   rock 


upon  which  it-  stands  gives  it  the  ap* 
pearance  of  an  Indian  hill-fort. 

Radolfszell  Stat.— {Inn :  Foste,  good) 
— a  desolate  town,  with  a  fine  church, 
in  the  true  German-Gothic  style. 

The  scenery  is  exceedingly  agree* 
able,  often  striking.  The  wooiu  abound 
in  most  splendid  butterflies.  Collec- 
tions of  these  insects  may  be  bought 
at  Sin^n,  and  also  at  Badol&sell. 

Rei&enau  Stat. 

Traversing  the  isthmus  between  the 
Lower  Lake  of  Constance  and  the  bay 
of  Ueberlin^en,  the  rly.  reaches  the 
Rhine  opposite  Constance,  having  first 
traversed  the  idand  on  which  stands 
the  convent  (now  a  manufactory) 
where  John  Huss  was  shut  up. 

The  Rhine  here,  suddenly  con* 
tracted  from  a  lake  to  a  nver,  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  in  order 
to  reach 

Constance  Stat.     (See  next  page.) 

B.  I%e  BwisB  Road  runs  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  past  the  Nunneries 
of  Faradies  and  katherinethal,  the 
former  belonging  to  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  the  latter  of  St.  Dominic;  but 
the  revenues  and  the  number  of  sisters 
in  botb  are  now  much  reduced.  The 
Austrian  army  under  the  Archduke 
Charles  crossed  the  Rhine  at  F<muiies 
1799. 

Die88enhofei^(lMn:  Adler). 

Wagenhaueet^'-^Inn :  Ochse,  dean 
and  fair). 

[1.  A  little  off  the  road  lies 

Stein  —  {Inns  :  Schwan  ;  Krone) 
— a  town  of  1270  Inhab.,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  belongine  to  Schaff- 
hausen,  united  by  a  wooden  bridge 
with  a  suburb  on  the  L  bank.  The 
Abbey  of  St,  George  is  a  very  ancient 
ecclesiastical  foundation.  The  owners 
of  the  ruined  castle  of  Hohenklingen, 
situated  on  the  rocky  height,  were 
originally  the  feudal  seieneurs  of  the 
town,  but  the  citizens  obtained  inde- 
pendence from  their  masters  by  pur* 
chase. 

3  miles  E.  of  Stein,  at  a  height  of 
between  500  and  600  feet  above  the 
Rhine,  are  situated  the  Quarries  of 
(Ehningeriy  remarkable  for  die  vast 
abundance  of  fossil  remains  of  terres- 
trial and  fresh-water  animals  found  in 
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them,  inclading  mammalia,  birds,  rep- 
tiles, fishes,  shells,  insects,  and  plants, 
some  of  them  identical  with  species 
now  living.  The  most  curious  disco- 
▼ery  is  that  of  the  perfect  skeleton  of 
a  fossil  fox,  made  by  Sir  Roderick 
Murchison:  a  very  large  tortoise  had 
previously  been  brought  to  light  The 
beds  of  rock  in  which  the  quarries  are 
worked  consist  of  marls,  limestones, 
shales,  and  buildine-stone.  They  lie 
immediately  above  the  formation  called 
Molasse,  and  differ  in  their  organic 
contents  from  all  other  fresh-water 
formations  hitherto- discovered.! 

Above  Stein  the  Rhine  expands  into 
a  lake  called  Untenee  Qower  lake) 
connected  again  bv  the  Bhine  at  its 
upper  extremity  with  the  large  Lake 
of  Constance.  Feldbach,  also  a  nun- 
nery, belonging  to  sisters  of  the  Cis- 
tercian order,  is  passed  before  reach* 
ing 

Steckbom  (Itms:  Lowe;  Sonne). 
**In  the  broad  part  of  the  Rhine, 
where  it  is  still  rather  a  lake  than 
a  river,  is  the  Isle  of  Eeichenau,  an- 
ciently famed  for  its  Benedictine  Mo- 
nastery, suppressed  in  1799,  founded 
by  one  of  the  successors  of  Charle- 
magne, of  which  the  Church  (partly 
Romanesque)  and  Treasury  remain. 
In  the  Treasury  are  to  be  seen  the 
shrine  of  St.  Fortunata,^an  ivory  cibo- 
rium,  a  cope,  a  crosier,*  and  a  missal 
of  the  10th  century."— F.  S. 

Ittnang^  a  small  village  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  river,  within  the 
territory  of  Baden,  is  the  birthplace 
of  Mesmer,  the  miMntor  of  animal  mag- 
netism. 

Near  the  viUas^e  of  Berlmgen  the 
pretty  chAUaa  of  the  Duchess  of  Dino 
appears;  and  a  little  further  that  of 
Jj-enenberfj,  once  the  residence  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  St  Leu  (Hortense, 
ex-Queen  of  Holland),  and  of  her  son 
Prince  Louis  (now  the  Emx>eror  Louis 
Napoleon),  before  he  made  his  at- 
tempt at  Strasbourg.  It  was  sold  in 
1843  to  a  Neuch&tel  eentleman,  and 
more  recently  repurdiased  by  the 
Bmperor. 

The  Castle  of  Gottlieben,  on  the  1. 
of  the  road,  built  by  the  Bishops  of 
Constance  1250,  on  the  Rhine,  at  the 


point  where  it  enters  the  Untersee,  is 
remarkable  for  having  been  the  prison 
of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague, 
who  were  confined  within  its  dungeons 
by  order  of  the  Emperor  Sigismund 
and  Pope  John  XXlTT.  The  latter 
was  himself  transferred  a  few  months 
later  to  the  same  prison,  byorder  of 
the  Council  of  Constance.  The  build- 
ing is  now  the  property  of  Count 
B^roldingen. 

Peterahauaen^  now  a  barrack  on  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Rhine  opposite  Con- 
stance, was  a  free  abbey  of  the  Empire. 

Constance.  7rm«;  Brochet  {HecKt)i 
Post  (Qolden  Adler,  highly  recom- 
mendeii) ;  Aigle  d'Or  ;  (Golden  Lowe, 
outside  the  territory  of  the  Customs 
League,  just  beyond  the  gate,  in  Swit- 
zerland, at  SIreutzlingen,  good).  j 

The   Angler   can   find    no    better     f  j 
quarters  in  Switzerland  than  at  Con- 
stance for  lake  fishing. 

Constance,  a  city  of  8000  Inhab., 
instead  of  40,000,  which  it  onoe 
possessed,  is  remarkable  for  its  an- 
tiquitjr,  since  its  streets  and  man^  of  | 
its  buildings  remain  unaltered  since 
the  15th  century.  Although  situated 
on  the  L  or  Swiss  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
it  belongs  to  Baden.  It  is  connected 
with  the  opposite  shore  by  a  lone 
iron  Bridge,  which  carries  both  road 
and  rly.,  and  occupies  a  projecting 
angle  of  eround  at  the  TV.  extremity 
of  the  Boaensee,  or  lake  of  Constance; 
its  agreeable  position  and  interesting 
historical  associations  make  amendS 
for  the  want  of  life  perceptible  within 
its  venerable  walls.  It  has  of  late, 
however,  revived  considerably;  the 
government  have  formed,  at  a  large 
expense,  a  Port  on  the  lake,  which 
fiusilitates  the  navigation,  while  it  is 
an  ornament  to  the  town:  and  several 
manufactories  of  cotton  and  muslin 
have  sprung  up.  The  ancient  bishop- 
ric, numbenng  87  bishops,  was  termi* 
nated  in  1802,  and  in  1805  Constance 
was  ceded  by  Austria  to  Baden. 

The  Minster  is  a  handsome  Gothie 
structure,  founded  1052,  rebuilt  in 
the  16th  century;  the  tower  with 
n>ire  of  open  work  in  1850-57,  with 
fine  open-work   turrets  in  the  W. 
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end;  the  doors  of  the  main  portal  are 
of  oak,  carred  with  the  f  assion  of 
oar  Lord,  executed  in  1470  by  one 
Simon  Bainder.  The  nave  is  sup- 
ported by  sixteen  pillars,  each  of  a 
single  block,  and  dates  from  the  13th 
century.  The  spot  where  the  "Arch- 
heretic  Huss"  stood,  as  sentence  of 
death  by  burning  was  pronounced  on 
him  by  his  nnrighteousjudges,  is  still 
pointed  out.  Robert  ll^allam.  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  who  presided  over  the 
English  deputation  to  the  council,  is 
bnned  here,  in  front  of  the  high  altar, 
under  a  tomb,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, as  being  of  Engliah  brasa^  which 
is  fiillyproTed  by  the  workmanship. 
It  was  probably  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land by  his  executors.  He  wears  the 
Order  of  the  Garter.  Beneath  the  ch. 
is  a  Tery  ancient  crypt^  with  a  passage 
leading  from  it  towards  the  riyer.  Two 
sides  of  the  ancient  cloisters^  whose 
arches  are  fiUed  in  with  beautiful 
tnMsery,  are  yet  standing.  On  the  E. 
side  of  the  cathedral  is  a  chapel,  per- 
haps a  baptistery,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  Gothic  Holy  Sepulchre. 

There  are  some  missials,  plate  relics 
in  the  Sacristy,  also  a  beautiful  Go- 
thic fireplace  and  piscina.  In  the 
Vestry-roGm  above  are  a  range  of  cup- 
boards or  presses  of  carved  oak,  none 
of  a  later  date  than  the  xvth  century. 
There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral,  W.  over  the 
lake  and  mountains  of  Tyrol,  and  E. 
over  the  valley  of  the  Rhme. 

The  Dominican  Convent^  now  a  cot- 
ton-printing establishmeot,  is  the  place 
where  Huss  was  confined.  The  stone 
chamber  itself  has  been  removed  Tat 
least  aU  that  remained  of  it)  to  ue 
Kaufhaus.  The  church  forms  a  pic- 
turesque ruin,  in  the  early  style  of 
German  Gothic.  The  chapter-house 
is  even  older.  The  cloisters  are  per- 
fect. The  little  island  upon  which  this 
building  stands  was  fortified  by  the 
Romans,  and  a  portion  of  the  wall, 
towards  the  lake^  can  yet  be  discerned. 
The  Rly.  crosses  it. 

In  the  Ball  of  the  Kaufhaus  (built 
1388,  as  a  warehouse^  close  to  the 
lake,  the  Great  Council  of  Constance 
held  its  sittings  1414-18,  in  a  laige 
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room  supported  bv  wooden  pillars. 
That  famous  assembly,  composed,  not 
of  bishops  alone,  like  the  ancient 
councils,  but  of  deputies,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  frt>m  the  whole  of  Chris- 
tendom, including  princes,  cardinals 
(30),  patriarchs  (4),  archbishops  (20), 
bishops  (150),  professors  of  univer- 
sities and  doctors  of  theology  (200), 
besides  a  host  of  ambassadors,  inferior 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  &c,  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
the  abuses  of  the  diurch.  It  exerted 
its  influence  in  curbing  the  Papal 
power,  by  deposing  the  infamous  John 
XXIIL  and  Benedict  XIIL,  and  by 
electing  in  their  place  Martin  V.  It 
was  by  the  act  of  this  coimcil  that 
John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague 
were  seized  and  executed,  in  spite  of 
the  safe-conduct  granted  to  the  former 
by  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  assembly. 

The  chairs  occupied  by  the  Em- 
peror and  Pope,  a  model  of  the  dun- 
geon, now  destroyed,  in  which  Huss 
was  confined  ;  it  is  of  the  same  size  as 
the  original,  and  in  it  the  actual  door 
and  other  fragments  have  been  incor- 
porated;— also  the  car  on  which  he 
was  drawn  to  execution;  the  figure  of 
Abraham,  which  supported  the  pulpit 
from  the  Minster,  and  which  the 
people  mistook  for  Huss,  and  de- 
taced  accordingly,  and  some  other 
relics  of  the  council,  still  remain  in 
the  hall,  besides  a  collection  of  Roman 
and  German  antiquities,  dug  up  in  the 
neighbourhood.  1  fr.  is  chained  for 
admission. 

The  house  in  which  ffuss  lodged, 
bearing  a  rude  likeness  of  him,  is 
pointed  out  in  the  Paul's  Strasse,  near 
the  Schnetzthor.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison,  soon  after  his  arrival,  a  the 
Franeisoan  Concent,  now  a  rtiln,  whence 
be  was  removed  to  a  more  irksome 
dungeon,  affording  scarcely  room  to 
move,  in  the  before-mentioned  Domi- 
nican Convent, 

The  field,  outside  of  the  town,  in 
the  suburb  of  Bruhl,  in  which  he  suf- 
fered martyrdom,  with  a  fortitude 
which  moved  even  his  juc^;es  and 
executioners  to  admiration — ^nsy,  even 
the  place  whece  the  stake  was  planted, 
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are  still  pointed  out;  and  rude  images 
of  Hubs  and  Jerome,  formed  of  clay 
taken  from  the  spot,  are  offered  for 
sale  to  the  stranger. 

Here  is  a  capital  Swimming  Bath 
at  the  Ecole  de  Natation  in  the  midst 
of  the  lake,  approached  by  a  long 
plank  bridge,  at  the  end  of  which, 
stuck  up  in  large  letters  visible  far 
off,  may  be  read  the  temperature  of 
the  waters. 

Excw9wn$  may  be  made  henoe  to 
Beichenau  (p.  24),  Meinau,  and  Heili- 
genberg.  The  island  of  Meinau^  about 
4  m.  N.  of  Constanoe,  is  a  well-culti- 
vated little  estate,  yet  with  no  want 
of  trees.  The  house  was  once  a  oom- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Order.  From  uie  terrace  of  the 
garden  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
over  the  lake,  of  the  mountains  of  the 
Vorarlberg  and  Appenzell,  among 
which  the  Sentis  is  pre-eminent. 
Nearer  at  hand  the  cultivated  Ger- 
man shores,  with  the  towns  of  Mors- 
berg,  Friedriohshaven,  &c.,  complete 
the  picture.  Meinau  is  approached 
by  a  wooden  foot-bridge  ^  m.  long, 
connecting  it  with  the  wore;  there  is 
an  inn  on  the  island. 

From  Hohenraia^  1  hour's  walk,  is 
a  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

RailuMtf  to  Sohauffnausen  and  Basle 
(Baden  hne). 

JXligmon  or  steamer  to  Bomana- 
horn,  thence  by  rail  to  Zilrich  ;  — 
steamer  to  Borschach,  thence  by  rail 
to  St.  Gall  or  Coire  (Railway  oirect 
to  Ziiridk  begun). 


Lah0  of  Congtance^  or  Boden  See» 
8  or  10  Steamboats  navigate  the  lake 
of  Constanoe.  The  time  and  place  of 
starting  are  promulgated  in  a  printed 
tariff,  which  wiU  be  found  hung  up 
in  all  the  inns  near  the  lake.  It  takes 
5  hours  to  go  from  Constance  to  Lin- 
dau,  and  3  to  Borschach  or  Fried- 
richshafen.  The  steamers  take  car- 
riages. The  numerous  stoppages,  and 
the  shifting  of  nassengers  from  one 
steamer  to  anotner,  are  annoyances 
for  which  travellers  must  be  prepared. 
The  lake  of  Constance,  called  by 
the  Germans  £oden  See^  and  anciently 


known  to  the  Bomans  imder  the  name 
Lacus  BriganOnus  (from  Brigantia,  the 
modem  Breeenz),  is  bordered  by  the 
territories  of  5  different  states — Ba- 
den, WUrtemberg,  Bavaria,  Austria, 
and  Switzerland,  and  a  portion  of  ita 
coasts  belong  to  each  of  them.  It  is 
about  44  m.  long,  from  Bregenz  to 
Constance,  and  30  from  Bregenz  to 
Friedrichshafen;  about  9  m.  wide  in 
the  broadest  part;  964  ft^  is  its  great- 
est depth ;  and  it  abounds  in  fish,  of 
which  25  species  have  been  enume- 
rated.   It  bes  1385  ft  above  the  sea. 

A  telegraph  iron  cable  has  been 
sunk,  ana  works  between  Borschach 
and  Lindau  at  293  feet,  and  between 
Bomanshom  and  Friedrichshafen  la 
nearly  900  feet  in  depth. 

Its  main  tributary  is  the  Bhine, 
which  enters  at  its  £.  extremity,  and 
flows  out  under  the  walls  of  Constanoe. 
The  accumulated  deposits  of  the  river 
have  formed  an  extensive  delta  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  and  are  an- 
nually encroaching  farther. 

Its  banks,  either  flat  or  gently  un- 
dulating, present  little  beauty  of 
scenery  compared  with  other  Swiss 
lakes;  but  they  are  eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  fertility,  and  its  S. 
shore  is  studded  with  a  picturesque 
line  of  ruined  castles  or  nill-forta  <^ 
the  middle  ^ges. 

At  its  £  extremity  it  displays 
alpine  features  in  distant  glimpses  of 
the  snow-topped  mountains  of  Vorarl- 
berg, but  tne  distant  Sentis  towers 
over  the  cultivated  slopes  which  border 
(he  lake,  and  is  a  fine  feature  all  the 
war  from  Constance. 

Its  waters,  on  an  average,  are  lowest 
in  the  month  of  February,  and  highest 
in  June  and  July,  when  the  snows 
are  melting:  it  sometimes  swells  afoot 
in  24  hours  at  that  season. 

On  quitting  Constance,  to  the  rt.  is 
the  suppressed  Augustine  convent  of 
Kreuzungen,  now  turned  into  an  agp- 
cultural  school,  with  70  or  80  pupils. 
The  edifice  dates  from  the  end  of  the 
30  years'  war,  in  the  course  of  which 
thenreceding  building  was  destroyed. 

Tne  Church  possesses  in  a  side 
chapel  some  curious  wood-carvings 
by  a  Tyrolese;  a  representation  of 
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the  Passion  -with  seyeral  hundred 
small  figures;  also  a  Test  embroidered 
withpeulsy  the  gift  of  Pope  John 
XXII.inl414.  Inn:  GoldenerLdwo 
(H.  DelisleX  dean  and  reasonable. 

The  canton  of  ThureoTiai  which 
occnpies  the  S.  shore  of  tne  lake  from 
Constance  to  Arbon,  is  distaneuished 
for  its  surpassing  fertiUtj.  Instead 
of  rocks  and  mountains,  and  alpine 
pastores,  the  characteristics  of  other 
pares  of  Switzerland,  this  canton  pre- 
sents richlj-cidtivated  arable  land, 
waving  with  com  and  hemp;  the  place 
of  forests  is  supplied  by  orchards;  it 
is,  indeed,  the  garden  and  granary  of 
Helvetia.  The  country  is  at  the  same 
time  thickly  peopled,  abounding  In 
Till^^  and  cheerful  cottages. 

The  nunnery  of  Miinsterlingen, 
abont  4  m.  further,  was  suppressed 
in  183&,  and  converted  into  an  hos- 
pitaL  The  surviving  sisters  are  al- 
lowed to  occupy  one  wing  of  the 
building  during  their  lifetime.  The 
old  convent  near  the  water  was  the 
scene  of  the  reconciliation  between  the 
Bmjperor  Sigismund  and  Duke  Pre- 
denck  of  Austria,  1418. 

Bomanakom(Kt&.  10)— (H.  Bodan)— 
terminus  of  the  Rly.  from  Winterthnr 
and  Zurich.  It  is  the  port  of  com- 
munication by  steamer  with 

FHedrichahafen,  on  the  N.  shore  of 
the  lake^  where  is  the  Villa  of  the 
Kine  of  Wurtemberg,  in  which  he 
usuAUjT  nasses  a  part  of  the  summer. 
At  Pneorichshafen  (Inns:  Dentsches 
Hans,  at  the  Rly.  station;  Hdtel 
Nestle,  nearer  the  steamers,  good  and 
moderate;  Eonig  von  Wiirtemberg; 
Sonne;  Krone)  is  the  terminns  of  the 
Stuttgard  fily.,  which  joins  the  Baden 
Sly.  at  BruchsaL  See  Handbook  fob 
South  Gbbmaity. 

Jr^on  {Inns:  Kreutz;  Traube),  a 
waJled  town  of  660  Inhab.,  close  upon 
the  lake.      The  Romans  under  Au- 

Eistns  built  a  fort  here,  upon  the 
gh  road  from  Augst  and  W  indisoh 
to  Bregenz,  which  they  called  Arbor 
Felix*  It  was  abandoned  by  them  to 
the  Allemanni  in  the  5th  century. 
The  Castle^  on  an  eminence  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  was  built  1510,  but  its 
tower  is  sold  to  rest  on  Roman  foun-  I 


dations.  The  belfry^  detached  from 
the  church,  is  boarded,  not  walled,  on 
the  side  nearest  the  castle,  in  order 
that  no  force  hostile  to  the  lords  of 
the  castle  should  be  enabled  to  shelter 
themselves  in  it,  or  annoy  the  castle 
firom  thence.  The  monk  of  SC  Gail 
is  said  to  have  died  at  Arbon  (640), 
and  the  place  was  a  fhvourite  residence 
of  Conradin  of  Hohenstaufen. 

LindcM  (/nm :  Bayrischer  Hof ; 
Krone)  is  the  terminus  of  the  Bava- 
rian Rly.,  5  hrs.  from  Augsburg.  See 
Handbook  fob  South  Gjsbkant. 

Bregenz  (/mw:  Oesterreichischer 
Hof ;  Post  or  Goldener  Adler ; 
Schwarzer  Adler;  Krone),  the  chief 
place  in  the  Vorarlberg.  Pedestrians 
intending  to  travel  from  Switzerland 
into  the  Tyrol  may  find  it  a  good  plan 
to  pass  their  heavy  luggage  at  the 
Austrian  custom-house  here,  and  for- 
ward it  by  dilieenoe  to  Innsbruck  or 
Botzen.  (See  fite.  66,  and  Handbook 
fob  South  Germany), 

Rorschach  (Rte.  65).  Rly.  Terminus 
of  the  Railways  to  St  Gall  (Rte.  65) 
and  to  Coire  up  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  (Rte.  66).  A  short  distance 
from  Rorschach  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhine,  E.  of  which  is  the  Vorarlberg 
in  Austrian  territory. 
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ROUTE  9, 

SCHAFFHAUSEN  TO  ZURICH — BHEINFALL 
RAILWAY. 

Stations.  Eng.  m. 

SchaffhauMn. 

Dnchsen  8 

Andelfingen     •    .     •    •    •      7 

Winterthur 18 

Effretikon   ......  M 

WalUsellen 30 

Zttrlch 35 

The  Rly.  station  at  Schaffhausen  is 
just  outside  the  town  on  the  S.W. 
After  leaving  the  town,  the  rly,  con- 
tinues on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine 
for  about  2  m.,  till  just  above  the 
falls,  when  it  turns  and  crosses  the 
river  by  a  very  long  stone  bridge. 
Immediately  afterwards  it  enters  a 
tunnel  and  passes  under  the  Castle  of 
Laufen,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
pieces  of  rlv.  scenery  in  the  world.  On 
emerging  from  the  tunnel,  which  is 
short,  a  rapid  view  of  the  falls  may 
be  caught  on  the  rt. 

Dachsen  Stat.  (Hotel  Witzig)  is 
about  10  min.  walk  from  the  Falls 
of  the  Rhine  and  Schloss  Laufen 
hotel.  (See  Rte.  7.)  The  rly.  keeps 
for  a  short  distance  on  the  ciitk  close 
to  the  Rhine,  but  high  above  it,  form* 
ing  a  road  wonderfully  picturesque, 
but  frightfully  expensive  to  the  rly. 
engineer,  ana  then  quits  the  Rhine 
and  proceeds  through  a  fertile  coun- 
try somewhat  uninteresting,  but  with 
occasional  fine  views,  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Thur,  making  a  g^at 
bend  in  order  to  cross  that  river 
near 

Andelfincien  Stat, 

The  Rly.  now  ascends  a  consider- 
able incline,  in  order  to  cross  the 
ridge  between  the  valley  of  the  Thur 
and  the  valley  of  the  Toss,  and  affords 
a  fine  view  on  the  rt.  before  descend- 
ing into  the  broad  and  fertile  valley  of 
the  Toss. 

Winterihw  Junot.  Stat,^(Buffet  at 
Stat.  Inns:  *Adler, nearest  the  Stat, 
good;  Wilder  Mann,  good; — Sonne) 
— an  industrious  manufacturing  town 
of  6600  Inhab.  (chiefly  Protestants), 
consisting  of  two  long  parallel  streets, 
crossed    oy   eight   smaller   ones   at 


rieht  angles.  The  Neto  School  is  the 
ouy  conspicuous  buildine. 

The  weaving  of  muslin  and  the 
printing  of  cotton  are  the  most  thriv- 
ing branches  of  industry  here. 

This  is  the  junction  station  of  the 
Borachach  and  St,  Qall  line  with  the 
Romanahom  line  (Rte.  10). 

On  the  banks  of  the  Toss,  about 

3  m.  on  the  L  of  the  road,  and  nearly 

4  m.  from  Winterthnr,  rises  the 
Castle  of  Kybwrg^  now  the  property  of 
Princess  Sabansky,  memorable  in  his- 
tory as  the  seat  of  a  powerful  family 
of  counts,  who,  between  the  9th  and 
13th  centuries,  gained  possession  of 
the  N.  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
Rhine  and  lake  of  Constance,  and 
numbered  as  their  dependants  and 
vassals  100  lords  of  minor  castles, 
now  for  the  most  part  in  ruins.  The 
line  becoming  extinct  in  1264,  their 
domains  fell  to  the  share  of  Rudolph 
of  Habsburg ;  and  the  Austrian  ni- 
mily,  though  long  since  deprived  of 
them,  still  retains  among  its  titles 
that  of  Count  of  Kybur^. 

The  ancient  Domimcan  Convent 
of  Toss,  on  the  road,  now  converted 
into  a  factory,  was  the  chosen  retreat 
of  the  Empress  Agnes  after  the  mur- 
der of  her  father,  Albert  of  Austria. 
Here  her  daughter-in-law,  St  Eliza- 
beth of  Hungary,  took  the  veil,  and 
died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity  :  her 
monument,  with  the  arms  of  Hun- 
gary, is  visible  in  the  existing  church. 
The  cloisters,  built  with  the  church 
in  1469,  are  ornamented  with  frecos 
paintings  of  Bible  subjects. 

After  leaving  Winterthur  the  rly. 
follows  the  rather  picturesque  valley 
of  the  Toss,  passing  between  steep 
green  hills,  leaving  Kyburg  on  the  )., 
and  then  follows  anotner  stream  into 
the  valley  of  the  Qlatty  up  which  on 
the  1.  there  is  a  fine  view  of  Glamisch 
and  other  mountains. 

Walliaclien  Junct,  Stat. 

[Here  the  branch  Rly.  np  the  manu- 
facturing valley  of  the  Glatt  to  Buti, 
and  thence  to  Coire  by  Wallenstadt, 
joins.] 

Shortly  after  leaving  Wallisellen  a 
long  tunnel  under  the  nill  of  Weid  is 
traversed;  on  emerging  from  it  the 
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is  crossed,  and  after  making 
some   Tery   sharp   eoryes   the   Kly. 


ZSbich.  —  Inns:  Hotel  Banr,  a 
lam,  handsome,  comfortable  house, 
wi£  a  reading-room :  and  a  2nd 
house,  a  aoieter  hotel,  with  ear- 
den,  and  au  £aeUsh  comforts,  close 
to  the  lake,  with  a  fine  view,  called 
U.  Baiir  an  Lac.  These  are  two  of 
the  best  Inns  in  Switzerland,  and 
JC  Banr  is  the  most  polite  and  atten- 
tire  of  landlords.  Charges:  Table- 
dliote  at  5,  4  frs.;  B.,  2  frs.;  rooms 
looking  orer  the  lake,  3  firs.;  bougie, 
1  fr.;  sitting-room,  6  to  10  frs.  In 
the  reading-room  the  Times,  Galignani, 
and  2  American  papers.  H.  Belle- 
rue,  on  the  lake,  good.  H.  Bilhars,  for- 
formerlj  H.  Bddevue,  in  the  town. 
Schwttxerhof,  on  the  rirer,  below  the 
bridge,  cheap.  Zuricher  Hof  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  tne  Limmat,  new  of  the 
lake.  Schwerdt  (Epee).  Faucon, 
large  house.  Storck,  commercial. 
There  is  a  good  cafi^  restaurant  in 
the  Hotel  Baur. 

Since  the  branch  Rly.  has  been 
opened  firom  Waldshut  to  Turgi  stat, 
on  the  Swiss  N.  E.  line  from  Bssle  to 
Ziiridi,  passengers  taking  the  fast 
morning  train  from  Frankfort  m9,y 
reach  Ziirich  in  the  day  without 
stopping,  or  eren  changing  carriages 
at  Basle. 

Zoricfa,  the  most  im^rtant  manu- 
facturing town  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  capital  of  a  canton  disting^shed 
above  all  others  for  prosperous  in- 
dnstrr,  has  20,000  Inhab.,  or,  include 
xng  Its  suburbs,  45,000,  nearly  all 
Protestants,  and  lies  at  the  N.  end 
of  the  lake  of  Ziirich,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Limmat,  just  where  it 
issues  oat  of  the  lake  in  a  rapid  and 
healthful  stream,  clear  as  crystal,  and 
another  river,  the  Sihl,  flows  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  town.  A  Boman 
station,  lUrtctim  (?),  on  this  spot,  pro- 
bably g^ye  rise  both  to  the  town  and 
its  name.  The  canton  became  one  of 
the  Swiss  confederacy  in  1351.  The 
Befbrmation  occasioned  more  bitter- 
ness here  than  in  any  other  canton, 
and    the    domestic    quarrels    have 


alwa^  been  very  violent.  The 
flourishing  condition  of  the  town  is 
visible  in  the  improvements  going 
forward  in  it,  and  in  the  numl^r  of 
the  new  buildings  in  and  around  it. 
The  banks  of  the  Lake  (described  in 
Rte.  13)  and  the  Limmat,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  hills,  are  thickly  dotted 
over  with  houses,  now  united  with  the 
town  itself  by  the  removal  (in  1833) 
of  the  useless  and  inconvenient  ram- 
parts, and  forming  a  wide  circle  of 
suburbs.  This  unfortunate  town  was 
the  scene  of  a  battle  in  Sept.  1799, 
when  37,000  French  under  Massena 
drove  out  the  Russians  under  Korsa- 
koff and  compelled  them  to  fall  back 
upon  the  Rhme  with  a  loss  of  8000 
men. 

Apart  from  its  aereeable  situation, 
and  thriving  manuiactures,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  Ziirich.  There 
are  no  fine  building  here:  that  of  the 
most  consequence  is  the  Gross  MUnster^ 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Limmat,  sur- 
mounted by  2  W.  steeples.  It  is  vene- 
rable from  its  age,  and  worthy  of  re- 
spect from  having  been  the  scene  of 
Zwingli's  bold  preachings  of  Reforma- 
tion in  the  church,  and  amendment  of 
morals.  It  is  a  massive  Romanesque 
edifice  of  the  11th  and  12th  centys. ; 
very  plain  within  and  without,  but  in« 
teresting  in  the  eye  of  the  architect 
and  antiquary.  It  nas  no  W.  entrance, 
and  ends  square  to  the  E.  Its  nave  is 
supported  on  souare  pillars  and  round 
arches:  beneath  it  is  a  very  perfect 
crypt.  See  its  very  fine  N.  doorway 
with  detached  shafts  and  the  adjoining 
cloisters  raised  upon  small  low  triple 
arches,  with  slender  columns  and  capi- 
tals of  various  patterns,  admirably 
carved. 

The  Frau  MUnster,  close  to  the  Min- 
ster Bridge  (13th  centy.),  and  the 
Barfitsser  Ksrche  are  worthy  of  the 
architect's  attention. 

The  house  in  which  Zvomgli  passed 
the  last  six  ^ears  of  his  life  is  still 
standing  :  it  is  No.  185  in  the  Grosse 
Stadt. 

The  CA.  of  St.  Peter  (with  the  large 
clock),  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
had  for  its  minister,  for  23  years, 
Lavater^  the  author  of  the  renowned 
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work  on  Physiognomy,  who  was  bom 
at  Zurich.  On  the  capture  of  the 
town  by  the  French  army,  he  was  shot, 
within  a  few  steps  of  his  own  door, 
by  a  French  soldier,  to  whom,  but 
two  minotes  before,  he  had  n?en  wine 
and  offered  money,  and  whue  he  was 
in  the  act  of  assisting  another  soldier 
who  had  been  wounded.  A  high  re- 
ward was  offered  by  Massena,  the 
French  commander,  ror  the  discovery 
of  the  moiderer :  but  XAvater  refused 
to  inform  against  him.  After  linger- 
ing through  three  months  of  excru- 
ciating agony,  Lavater  expired,  Jan.  2, 
1801,  at  the  parsonage  :  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  simple  stone  in  the  church' 
yard cf  St,  Anne,  where  Ebel,  author  of 
the  Swiss  Guide,  and  Escher  von  der 
linth  (Rte.  13),  are  also  buried. 

In  the  council-chamber  of  the  Rath' 
kautf  a  massiTC  square  building  oppo- 
site the  Sword  Inn,  where  the  Diet  used 
to  meet,  is  an  extravagant  painting  of 
the  Oath  at  Gnitli,  by  Ilenry  Fuaeii 
(properly  Fussli),  who  was  bom  here. 

The  Town  Library^  close  to  the  New 
stone  bridge,  in  a  building  formerly 
a  church  ( Wasseriurche),  contains,  in 
addition  to  45,000  printed  volumes  and 
MSS.,  100  Tols.  of  autograph  letters 
of  early  Reformers ;  3  Latin  letters  of 
Ltufy  J<me  Orey  to  Btillinger,  in  a  beau- 
tifuUy  clear  and  regular  hand — a  few 
grammatical  errors  have  been  re- 
markedin  them ;  Zwingli's  Greek  Bible, 
with  marginal  notes  (chiefly  Hebrew) 
by  himself ;  a  Roman  inscription,  giv- 
ing the  ancient  name  of  Zfirich,  2\ri- 
CHtn  ;  a  bust  of  Lavater,  by  Danneoker; 
a  portrait  of  Zwingli  and  his  daughter, 
by  HoMtt  Asper ;  a  model  in  relief  of  a 
large  part  of  Switzerland,  interesting 
and  superior  to  that  at  Lucerne  ; 
some  very  curious  fossils  from  (Eh- 
ningen,  including  one  described  by 
Schenchaer  as  a  numan  skull,  though 
in  reality  a  portion  of  a  salamander — 
fossUs  of  the  Glarus  slate,  chiefiy 
fishes,  from  the  Plattenberg.  Here 
are  placed  a  number  of  antiquities 
founa  among  the  remains  of  Sviss 
Lake  DwelHngi,  of  which  Professor 
Keller  is  the  exponent. 

The  Old  Anenal  (Altes-Zeughaus), 
near  to  Baur's  Hotel,  contains  some 


ancient  armour ;  also  a  cross-bow, 
said  to  be  (  ?)  that  with  which  WUliam 
Tell  shot  the  apple  from  his  son's 
head;  Zwingli's  battle-axe.  A  sword 
of  William  Tell,  and  a  battle-axe 
borne  by  Ulric  Zwingli  at  the  battle 
of  Kappel  (R.  16),  are  of  very  doubt- 
ful authenticity:  though  the  ma- 
lice of  the  enemies  of  Zwingli  may 
have  led  to  the  assertion  that  ne  took 
active  part  in  the  fight,  it  is  believed 
that  he  assisted  his  countrymen  merely 
with  exhortations  and  consolations  of 
religion; — and  several  tattered  stand- 
ards, taken  by  the  Swiss  from  their 
enemies,  including  one  of  Charles  the 
Bold  of  Burgundy.  This  collection  is 
inferior  to  those  m  several  other  Swiss 
cantons. 

In  1832-3  a  University  was  esta- 
blished at  Zurich,  and  many  profes- 
sors, expelled  from  other  countries 
for  their  political  opinions,  have  re- 
paired hitner  as  teachers.  As  yet 
the  number  of  students  is  not  great. 
The  building  of  the  suppressed  Au- 
gustine convent  has  been  appropriated 
to  its  use,  and  considerable  acfditious 
to  it  have  been  made.  The  lAhnwy 
contains  many  original  M8S.  of  the 
early  reformers  ;  and  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History  some  good  specimens 
of  Swiss  minerals  and  fossils,  together 
with  the  Herbarium  of  John  Gessner, 
and  a  zoological  collection. 

The  Federal  Folytechnical  School 
is  established  here.  There  were  60 
pupils  in  1835,  and  546  in  1862. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
about  Ziirich  is  its  Promenades  and 
points  of  view.  One  of  the  best  of 
them  isan  elei'ated  mound,  once  form- 
ing pert  of  the  ramparts,  and  called 
Cats^  Bastion  (Kutz),  now  included  in 
the  Botanical  Garden^  which  is  prettily 
laid  out  in  walks  and  shrubberies,  and 
opened  to  the  public  without  restric- 
tion, a  privilege  not  abused  :  it  com- 
mands a  deligntfhl  view  of  the  town, 
lake,  and  distant  Alps.  Nothing  can 
be  more  delightful .  than  the  view  at 
sunset  from  this  point,  extending  over 
the  smiling  and  populous  shores  of 
the  beautiful  lake  to  the  distant  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  the  Alps  of  Giarus, 
Uri,  and  Schwytz,  tinged  with  the 
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most  delicate  pink  by  the  sinking 
rays.  The  most  prominent  and  in- 
teresting of  the  Alpine  peaks  seen 
from  this,  beginning  at  the  E.,  are  the 
Sentis  in  Appenzeil,  barely  visible ; 
Glamisch,  Dodi,  Klariden  m  Glarus, 
Achsenbnrg,  Bossberg,  and  Uri  Roth- 
stock.  The  collection  of  Alpine  Plants^ 
embracing  700  species,  well  deserves 
the  attention  of  botanists. 

The  ffohe  Promenade,  a  raised  ter- 
race, stretching  above  the  lake  from 
the  heights  £.  of  the  town,  also  com- 
mands a  good  view,  but  more  confined 
than  the  former. 

Environs,  a.  The  Gasthaus  ZwWeid, 
1  hr.  walk  on  the  Baden  road,  com- 
mands a  magnificent  view  of  the  Alps, 
the  town,  and  the  vale  of  the  Limmat. 

6.  The  Uetliberg,  2792  ft.  5  m.  W.  of 
the  town,  one  of  the  Albis  rang^  com- 
mands a  complete  panorama,  and  is 
easily  accessible  in  1  h.  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill  and  another  hour  to  the 
top.  The  Inn  on  the  top  is  good  and 
contains  10  rooms;  it  is  visited  for  the 
sake  of  the  view  at  sunrise,  but  should 
be  avoided  on  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  is  generally  crowded.  Pedestrians 
might  prefer  sleeping  there,  to  spend- 
ing an  idle  afternoon  in  Ziirich.  From 
the  Uetliberg  to  the  Albis  Inn  (Rte.  16) 
is  an  agreeable  walk  of  3  hrs. 

c.  On  the  triangular  piece  of  ground 
at  the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  Sihl, 
N.  of  the  Rly.  Stat.,  planted  with  shady 
avenues,  is  a  simple  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Solomon  Gessner,  author 
of  *  The  Death  of  Abel,'  who  was  a 
native  of  Zurich. 

Zurich  is  historically  remarkable  as 
the  place  where  the  Iteformation  first 
commenced  in  Switzerland,  under  the 
guidance  and  preaching  of  Ulric 
Zwingli,  in  1519.  It  had  already,  at 
an  earlier  period,  afforded  safSs  and 
hospitable  shelter  to  Arnold  of  Brescia, 
when  driven  out  of  Italy  for  inveigh- 
ing against  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  the  asylum  of  many 
eminent  English  Protestants  banished 
by  the  persecutions  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary :  they  met  with  a 
friendly  reception  from  its  inhabitants 
.  during  Uieir  exile.    The  first  entire 


English  version  of  the  Bible,  by  Miles 
Coverdale,  was  printed  here  in  1535. 

Ziirich  is  the  native  place  of  Ham- 
merlin  the  reformer;  of  Gessner  the 
poet,  and  Gessner  the  naturalist ;  of 
Lavater;  and  of  Pestalozsi  the  teacher. 

The  principal  Manufactures  are 
those  of  silk,  the  weaving  of  which 
occupies  many  thousands  m  the  town 
and  along  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
There  are  one  or  two  large  cotton- 
factories.  The  Papierhof  is  a  large 
paper  mill,  1  m.  8.  of  the  city  on  the 
river  Sihl.  The  cotton  and  suk  goods 
made  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
other  parts  of  uie  canton,  are  the 
object  of  an  extensive  commerce  w^ith 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  compete  in 
price  with  English  goods.  Mr.  Escher's 
lai*ge  mamifacU)ry  of  machinery  em- 
ploys 700  persons,  including  several 
English  overseers.  Most  of  the  iron 
steamers  plying  on  the  Swiss  lakes 
are  made  oy  him,  and  boats,  eng^es 
and  all,  are  actually  carried  in  pieces 
by  carts  over  the  St.  Gothard  to  the 
Italian  lakes.  Many  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  ZQrich  have  the  reputa- 
tion of  great  wealth,  without  much 
polish;  hence  the  expression,  "Gros- 
sier  comme  un  Zurichois."  Those  in- 
habitants, however,  with  whom  the 
traveller  comes  in  contact,  arecertainly 
more  polished,  and  ready  to  oblige, 
than  the  generality  of  German  Swiss. 

A    fine  Hospital  behind  the    new 

Eromenade,  an  Orphan  House  (Waisen- 
aus),  an  Asylum  for  blind  and  deaf 
(Blinden  Institut),  and  a  stone  bridge 
over  the  river,  have  risen  up  within  a 
few  years. 

Emjlish  Service  on  Sundays  in  St. 
Ann's  Church. 

The  Musettm  Club  contains  a  capital 
reading-room,  where  Galignani,  The 
Times,  John  Bull,  Examiner,  Athe- 
n»um,  and  Literary  Gazette,  Quarterly 
and  Edinburgh  Reviews  are  taken  in  ; 
besides  more  than  300  of  the  best 
Continental  journals.  TraveUers  can 
be  introduced  for  a  few  days  by  a 
member.    Open  8-12  a.m.  and  2-6  p.m. 

Those  who  enter  Switzerland  on 
this  side  will  do  well  to  provide  them- 
selves with  maps,  &c.,  here. 

Leuthold  (next  door  to  H.  Banr, 
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speaks  TSnglwh)  has  a  good  collec- 
tran  of  guide-books,  maps,  prints,  sta- 
tioikery,  &a  He  is  the  publbher  of 
aa  ezodleiit  map. 

Bookaeilen — ^Meyer  and  Zeller ;  Orell, 
Fnessfi&Co.;  8chah«litz. 

KertZj  chemist,  in  the  Wein  Plats, 
makes  np  English  prescriptions. 

Fiarer  is  well  recommended  as  a 
Toitmier  and  job-master. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  build- 
ing, fiioed  with  Doric  pillars,  near  the 
Fnu-Munster   Kirche,    opposite   H. 


Ba^  in  the  lake  near  the  Bau- 
sehanae,  the  parity  of  which  is  not  to 
be  surpassed. 

Eaawayt — ^To  Basle;  terminus  on 
the  Schfitaenplatz ;  to  Romanshom 
and  Schaffhansen ;  to  St.  GaU  and 
Sorschach;  to  Goire;  to  Berne;  to 
Zog  and  Liioeme. 

St&mdfoaU  go  many  times  a  day 
firomZarich  to  the  other  end  of  the  lake 
(fiapperschwyl)  and  also  to  Schme- 
rik<m  and  back.  The  Rigi  top  may 
be  reached  from  Zurich  in  9  hrs.,  and 
Lucerne  in  7  hrs.,  taking  the  steam- 
boats to  Horgen,  and  afterwards  across 
the  lake  of  Zng  (Rte.  15);  but  the 
rlwy.  to  Zng  is  quicker. 


ROUTE  10. 

E0MAH8HORN   TO  ZilRICH,  B7  WINTEa* 
THDH, — RAILWAY. 

£Dg.m. 


Booiandiora. 

Welufelden  Stat.     , 

14 

MfUlheim  Stat  .     , 

19 

Frmuenfeld  StaL 

25 

Wintertfaar  Stat.     • 

35 

WalUaallen  Stat. 

46 

OrlikoD  StaL      .     . 

4S 

ZOrichStat..    .     . 

61 

lUfmoMhom  (H6Cel  Bodan),  terminus 
of  the  N.E.  Bly*9  ^d  station  ibr  the 
steamers  from  Friedrichshafen,  Lin- 
dau,  and  Bregenz, — a  small  villa^  on 
the  lake  of  Constance.  From  a  chlteau 


on  the  heights  above  it  there  is  a  fine 
view  over  the  lake  (Rte.  8). 

Weinfelden,  celebrated  for  its  wines. 
The  oouncU  of  the  canton  Thurgau 
sits  here. 

Jfuiiheim, — A  wooden  tower  has 
been  erected  on  the  summit  of  Hoken- 
ram,  a  hill  near  this,  on  account  of 
the  extensive  view.    (See  p.  26.) 

Frauenfeld  —  {Inns:  Krone,  best: 
Hirsch) — the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Thur^ovie  (Germ.  Thurgau),  has 
3956  Inhab.^  and  is  situated  on  the 
river  Murg,  which  sets  in  motion  the 
wheels  of  several  cotton,  dyeing,  and 
printing  mills.  It  is  a  mean  andun* 
mterestmg  little  place.  The  Cost/e, 
on  a  basement  of  rock  fronting  the 
Murg,  was  built  in  the  11th  century, 
by  one  of  the  vassals  of  the  Counts  of 
Kyburg. 

On  a  hill  to  the  8.  of  the  town 
stands  the  Capuchin  Convent,  founded 
in  1595,  now  occupied  by  only  7  or  8 
brothers. 

WinUrtkvr  Junct,  Stat,  (see  Rte.  9). 

ZiiBicu  (Rte.  9). 


ROUTE  12. 

ZURICH  TO  BBBNE,  BAILWAT. 

Sng<  in. 
Zttrich. 

Baden 15 

Aaran 31 

Hcnogenbochsee  ....    60 
Berne .80 

The  distance  is  about  80  m,  Tho 
road  is  very  circuitous:  as  far  as 
Olten  it  is  the  same  as  to  Basic 
(Rte.  6).  At  Olten  it  joins  the  Basle 
and  Berne  line  (Rte.  5).  The  **  fast 
train  "  takes  very  nearly  4  hrs.,  and 
most  of  the  others  a  much  longer 
time. 

BmsB  (Rte.  24). 


c  3 
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EOUTE  13. 

ZURICH  TO  RAOATZ,  BY  THE  LAKES  01* 
ZURICH  AND  WALLENSTADT. — RAIL. 

Whole  distance,  64  Eng.  m. 

Eng.  BL 
Zflrlch. 

Rapperachwyl  (by  wmter)  about  19 

UznAch  (by  potd  or  rly.)  .    „  9 

Weeen  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „  11 

Wallemtadt  (by  rly.)      .    „  W 

Bugatx  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    ..  13 


M 


Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  fine  soe- 
nerj  will  prefer  the  lakes  to  the  rlj. 
The  steamer  on  the  Lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt  is  given  up,  but  travellers  in 
aettled  weather  will  do  well  to  hire  a 
boat  at  Wesen  or  Wallenstadt,  taking 
the  rly.  again  to  prosecute  their 
Joumeyif  they  are  BO  disposed.  little 
will  be  lost  by  taking  the  rly.  be- 
tween Rapperschwyl  and  Wesen,  or 
between  Wallenstadt  and  Ra^ts. 

There  are  three  or  four  trains  daily 
each  way :  travellers  have  no  difficulty 
in  makinff  the  journey  partly  by  water 
and  partly  by  rly.,  so  as  to  arrive  at 
their  journey  s  end  by  daylight. 

Steamboats  traverse  the  Lake  of 
ZUrichf  to  and  fro,  many  times  a  day, 
in  2  to  2}  hours.  Steamer  also  once  a 
day  to  Schmerikon  and  back.  They 
xi vzag  from  one  side  of  the  lake  to  the 
other,  to  take  in  and  let  out  passengers 
at  the  Afferent  towns. 

[Diiigences^  &c.,  at  Horgen  for  Zug 
and  Arth  on  tlie  way  to  the  Rigi 
(Rte.  15);  and  at  Bichterswyl  for  £in- 
siedeln  and  Schwytz.3 

The  Lake  of  .Zurich  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  grandeur  of  scenery;  that 
must  be  sought  for  on  the  silent  and 
savage  shores  of  the  lakes  of  Lucerne, 
Brienz,  and  Wallenstadt ;  but  it 
has  a  charm  peculiarly  its  own  — 
that  of  life  and  rich  cultivation.  Its 
borders  are  as  a  beehive,  teeming 
with  population,  and  are  embellished 
and  enlivened  at  every  step  by  the 
work  of  man.  The  hills  around  it 
are  less  than  3000  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  descend  in  gentle  slopes 
down  to  the  water's  ^ge ;  wooaed 
on  their  tops,  clad  with  vineyards, 


orchards,  and  gardens  on  their  slopes, 
and  carpeted  with  verdant  pastures, 
or  luxuriantly  waving  crops  of  gnin 
at  their  feet  But  the  principaf  fea* 
tnre  in  this  landscape  is  the  number 
of  human  habitations :  the  hills  from 
one  exU'emity  to  the  other  are  dotted 
with  white  houses,  villas  of  citisena, 
cottages,  and  £arms,  while  along  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  high 
road,  they  gather  into  frequent  clusters 
around  a  church,  forming  villages 
and  towns  almost  without  number. 
Every  little  stream  descending  firom 
the  hill  is  compelled  to  do  duty  by 
turning  some  mill ;  at  the  mouths 
of  the  valleys  enormous  factories  are 
erected,  and  thus  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  on  either  side,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  one  vast  and  almost  unmter« 
rupted  village. 

The  effect  of  this  lively  foreground 
is  heightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Sentis,  Dodi, 
and  Glamisch,  which  are  seen  at 
different  points  peering  above  the 
nearer  hills.  The  charms  of  the 
Lake  of  Ziirich  inspired  the  Idylls  of 
Gessner:  they  are  celebrated  in  an 
ode  of  Klopstock,  and  in  the  prose 
of  Zimmerman.  The  lake  is  a  long 
and  narrow  strip  of  water,  about  26 
miles  in  lengtn  from  Ziirich  to 
Schmerikon,  and  not  more  than  3 
broad  at  the  widest  part,  bet^i'een 
Stafa  and  Wiidenschwyl  The  princi- 
pal river  falling  into  it  is  the  Linth, 
which  issues  out  at  Zurich,  under  the 
name  of  Limmat 

Scarcely  any  of  the  villa^s  or 
towns  on  the  lake  are  remansable, 
except  as  the  seats  of  flourishing  in- 
dustry. A  few  only  of  the  principal 
places  are  enumerated  below,  with 
their  distance  by  land  from  Zurich. 
The  banks  are  distinguished  as  rt. 
and  1.,  in  reference  to  the  course  of 
the  Limmat 

L  The  high  ridge  rising  on  the  W. 
of  Ziirich,  and  boraering  the  lake  for 
more  than  12  miles,  is  the  Albia, 

rt  Kussnacht — (/wi;  Sonne) — a  vil- 
lage of  2114  Inhab. ;  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  its  namesake  on  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne,  famous  in  the  his- 
tory of  Telt 
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L  BSacMihm:  behind  this  are  the 
bmtlu  of  Njrdelbad,  with  a  bath-house 
called  Belvoir,  340  ft.  aboTe  the  lake. 

Tt»  Meikn  (/mu  .*  Lowe  ;  Sonne) 
—a  T^arj  considerable  village  of  3036 
Isfaahi,  i^ieflr  silk-weavers,  with  a 
Gothic  choreh,  biult  1490-9.  In  the 
Jake  opposite  Meilen  the  first  disco- 
Teiy  of  those  ancient  lacustrine  dwell- 
iag-plaoes,  which  have  attracted  so 
moen  attention,  was  made  in  1854  by 
M.  Ferdinand  KeUer,  of  Zurich.  Their 
remains  consisted  of  hundreds  of 
wooden  piles,  of  weapons  of  stone 
and  of  bronze,  of  earthen  vases,  rudely 
wov«i  atulb,  and  bones  of  various 


L  Thalwtfl^Iim:  Adler.)  An  ele- 
gant choreh  has  been  built  on  a  ter- 
raee,whence  there  is  a  lovely  panorama 
of  the  lake,  with  the  mounts  of  Ap- 
peaseU  and  Glarus  in  the  background. 

lAvaier  is  said  to  have  written  a 
portion  of  his  work  on  Physiognomy  at 
the  parsonage  of  the  village  of  Ober- 
Bieden,  about  3^  m.  farther  on. 

L  Horgen — (/luu.*  Meyerhof,  good, 
pleasant  garden;  Lowe,  clean).  Here 
passen^rs  bound  for  Lucerne  or  the 
mfit  by  Iway  of  Zug,  disembark  and 
cross  the  hills  (Bte.  15). 

L  W3dgn9chicyl — (/n».*  Seehof,very 
fiair)— a  pretty  village  pf  4357  Inhab., 
containing  silk  fKtories.  Above  it 
stands  the  casUe,  formerly  residence 
of  the  bailiff  (oberamtman),  now 
private  property. 

LBichtertwyi — (/na;  Drei  Koniee). 
Here  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  fac- 
tories on  the  borders  of  the  lake. 
The  village  is  built  on  the  boundary 
line  of  cantons  Ziirich  and  Schwytz ; 
behind  it,  the  road  to  Einsiedeln 
ascends  the  hills.  The  pilgrims  bound 
to  that  celebrated  shrine  usually  dis- 
embark here.  (See  Rte.  72.)  Diligences 
thither  in  the  morning,  on  arrival  of 
steamers  in  2^  hrs.,  and  afternoon  to 
Schwytz.  Zmmierman  resided  here 
as  physician,  and  in  his  work  on  '  Soli- 
tncte  justly  praises  the  extreme 
beauty  of  RlchterswyL 

rt.  8tafa — (/nas:  Krone;  Sterne) — 
an  industrious  village,  the  largest  on 
this  side  of  the  lake,  with  3500  Inhab., 
by   whom  much  silk  and  cotton  is 


woven.  Gothe  resided  here,  1797. 
The  extremity  of  the  lake  beyond  this 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  canton 
Ziirich.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  of 
its  banks,  bence  to  the  town  of  Ziirich, 
a  distance  of  16  miles,  is  not  less  than 
12,000. 

On  approaching  Rappersohwvl  and 
its  long  bridge,  the  pretty  little  isle 
of  Aufnau  becomes  a  conspicuous  fea- 
ture and  ornament  to  the  landscape. 
It  has  some  celebrity  as  the  retreat 
and  burial-j>lace  of  Uiric  Von  Hutten, 
a  Franconian  knight,  the  friend  of 
Luther  and  Franz  of  Sickingen,  dis- 
tinguished equally  for  his  talents 
ana  chivalrous  bravery,  but  withal  a 
bit  of  a  rou£.  His  satirical  writings 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  spread 
of  the  Reformation,  but  raised  up 
against  him  such  a  host  of  enemies 
that  he  was  forced  to  fly  from  the 
court  of  Charles  Y.,  and  take  refuge 
from  their  persecution,  first,  with 
Franc  of  Sickingen,  and,  after  his 
death,  in  this  little  island.  ZwingU 
had  procured  for  him  an  asylum  here, 
in  the  house  of  the  curate,  where  he 
died  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival 
(1523\  at  the  age  of  36.  He  was 
buried  by  a  faithful  friend,  but  all 
record  of  the  spot  in  which  he  lies 
has  long  since  disappeared. 

The  Bridge  of  Rappersohioyl  is  one 
of  the  longest  In  the  world :  it  ex- 
tends from  the  town  to  a  tongfue  of 
land  on  the  opposite  side,  completely 
across  the  lake,  a  distance  of  4800 
ft.,  or  more  than  |  of  a  mile.  It  is 
only  12  ft.  broad,  is  formed  of  loose 
planks  laid  (not  nailed)  upon  piers, 
and  is  unprovided  with  railing  at  the 
sides,  so  that  only  one  carriage  can 
safely  pass  at  a  time.  It  was  origin- 
ally constructed  by  Leopold  of  Aus- 
tria, 1358  :  the  existing  bridge  dates 
from  1819. 

A  small  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
out  into  the  lake  at  liapperschwyl,  a 
little  below  the  bridge,  outside  the 
gate  of  the  town,  to  receive  passengers 
and  merchandise  from  the  steam- 
boat. A  Federal  Arsenal  has  been 
built  here. 
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The  Raiiway  runs  quite  away  from 
the  Ztirich  Lake  by 

Wallisellen  Junot.  Stat,  where  the 
line  to  Winterthur  diverges  I.5  next 
by  Dubendorf  and  Nanikon,  following 
the  Glatt  Thai,  a  valley  teeming  with 
manufocturing  industry ;  and  passing 

Uster  Stat,  and  Wetzikon  Stat,  re- 
markable for  the  lacustrine  deposits 
found  in  the  neighbourhood,  espe- 
cially at  Robenhauscn  by  the  small 
Pfamken  See.  Rude  structures  have 
been  found  6  ft.  below  a  layer  of 
peat,  and  with  them  bones  of  3  spe- 
cies of  urochs;  also  chamois,  bisons, 
-beavers,  boars,  &c.,  with  remains  of 
apples,  pears,  and  cherries.  View  of 
Alps  of  Glarus,  near 

Bubikon  Stat.  L  rises  the  Bachtel 
(3444  ft.  high),  with  an  Inn  on  its 
top. —  View.  The  Rly.  does  not  ap- 
proach the  Lake  of  Zurich  until  near 

rt.  Rapperschwyl  Stat.  (Inns :  H. 
du  Cygne  (Ruber's),  good  and  civil 
landlord  ;  D.  2  fr.  50  c,  D.  apart 
3  fr.,  B.  1  fr.  50  c,  Br.  1  fr.  ;— H. 
du  Lac;  —  Freihof,  in  the  town). 
This  is  a  very  picturesque  old 
town,  in  canton  St.  Gall  (2500  In- 
hab.),  still  partly  surrounded  by 
walls,  and  surmounted  by  an  Old 
C(tstle  (Der  Grafenburg).  The  Church 
contains  some  curious  sacred  vessels. 
Kear  it,  from  the  terrace  called  Lin- 
denhof,  a  fine  view  is  obtained.  It  is 
about  19  m.  from  Ziirich,  and  the  same 
distance  from  Wesen.  Roads  run  from 
hence  to  St.  Gall,  and  across  the  bridge 
to  Einsiedeln  (Rte.  72)  and  Glarus,  by 
Lachen  (Rte.  74). 

N.E.  of  Rapperschwyl  is  a  moun- 
tain caUed  the  Bachtel  (3674  ft), 
with  a  small  inn  at  the  top,  which  is 
visited  for  the  sake  of  the  waters  at 
Gyrenbad  and  of  view — inferior  to 
that  from  the  Rigl,  yet  commanding 
an  extensive  panorama.  The  summit 
is  most  conveniently  reached  from  the 
Ruti  Stat  (Rte.  14)  in  about  2*  hrs. 
Mines  of  lignite  are  worked  at  Diim- 
ten  and  Kcepfnach  at  the  foot  of  the 
Bachtel. 

Schmerikon  Stat,  (^Tnn:  Ross),  at  the 
E.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  Ziirich. 
The  castle  of  Grvnau,  on  the  rt, 
stands  on  the  ZmM,  a  little  above  its  | 


entrance  into  the  lake.  Pedestrians 
will  find  the  towing-path  along* 
the  Linth  canal  shorter  than  the 
carriage-road  from  Schmerikon  to 
Wesen. 

Uznach  Stat,  (^Tnn:  zum  Linth-hof, 
very  fair)  —  a  small  town  of  1203 
Inhab.,  on  an  eminence,  the  sum- 
mit of  which  is  occupied  by  a  small 
square  tower  of  the  ancient  castle 
and  by  that  of  the  church.  DiUgef%ce 
to  Lachen,  Einsiedeln,  Scfawyts,  and 
Brunnen  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
There  are  mines  of  brown  coal  at 
Oberkirch,  about  a  mile  from  Uznach, 
in  a  hill  1500  ft.  high.  Near  Usnach 
is  an  immense  cotton-mill,  driving 
24,480  spindles,  and  having  100  win- 
dows on  each  side.  It  is  snppUed 
with  water  from  a  mountain-torrent 
descending  immediately  behind  it 

Soon  after  leaving  Uznach,  the  val- 
ley of  Glarus  opens  out  into  view, 
with  the  snowy  mountains  near  its 
head,  a  very  beautiful  prospect  Out 
of  this  valley  issues  the  nver  Linth, 
an  impetuous  torrent,  fed  by  glaciers, 
and  carrying  down  with  it  vast  quan- 
tities of  debris,  which  had  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  25  years  Igo, 
that  its  channel  was  obstructed,  and 
its  bed  raised  many  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 
From  this  cause  arose  repeated  and 
most  dangerous  inundations,  which 
covered  the  fertile  district  on  its  banks 
with  stone  and  rubbish,  and  converted 
the  meadows  into  a  stagnant  marsh. 
Nearly  the  entire  valley  between  the 
lakes  of  Ztirich  and  Wallenstadt  was 
reduced  to  a  desert,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, thinned  in  numbers  by  annual 
fevers,  arising  from  the  pestilential 
exhalations,  abandoned  the  spot  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  was  relieved 
from  this  calamity  by  Mr.  Conrad 
Escher,  who  suggested  to  the  Diet,  in 
1807,  the  ingenious  plan  of  digging  a 
new  bed  for  the  waters  of  the  Linth, 
and  turning  it  into  the  lake  of  Wal- 
lenstadt, in  whose  depths  it  might  de- 
posit the  sand  and  g^vel  nviiich  It 
Drought  down,  without  doing  any 
damage.  He  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  improve  the  issues  of  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  digging  a  na- 
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▼igable  canal  from  it  to  the  lake  of 
Zurich,  so  as  to  carry  off  the  waters 
of  the  Ldnth,  and  the  other  streams 
falling  into  it,  and  cause  it  to  drain 
the  interrening  Talley,  instead  of  in- 
undating it.  This  important  and  nse- 
fnl  pubue  work  was  completed  by 
Escher  in  1822,  and  has  been  attended 
with  perfect  success.  In  consequence 
of  it  the  Talley  is  no  longer  sterile 
and  unwholesome,  and  the  high  road 
to  Wesen,  which  was  often  cut  off  and 
Inoken  up  by  inroads  of  the  riyer,  is 
now  earned  in  a  straight  line  along 
its  rL  bank.  Immediately  opposite 
the  opening  of  the  yalley  of  the  Linth, 
at  whose  extremity  the  mountains  of 
Glarns  now  appear  in  all  their  gran- 
deur, a  simple  Mcnummtal  Tablet  of 
black  marble  has  been  let  into  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  the  roadside,  to 
the  memory  of  the  public-spirited 
citi«&  who  conferred  this  great  bene- 
fit on  the  surrounding  country.  He 
earned  from  it,  in  addition  to  his 
name,  the  title  Von  der  Lmth,  the  only 
title  which  a  republic  could  properly 
confer,  and  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  more  proud  than  of  that  of 
count  or  baron.  The  total  cost  was 
60,000/.  The  linth  is  here  crossed 
by  a  bridge  <»lled  Ziegelbrucke,  over 
which  runs  the  road  to  Glarus.  (Rte. 
74.)  Near  it  are  a  cotton  manu- 
factory and  an  establishment  for  the 
education  of  the  poor  of  the  canton 
Glarus.  It  is  called  the  Linth  Co- 
Umy,  because  it  owes  its  origin  to 
a  cc^ony  of  40  poor  persons,  after- 
wards mcreased  to  180,  who  were 
brought  hither  by  charitable  indivi- 
duals from  the  over-peopled  villages 
of  the  canton,  and  setted  on  this  spot, 
which  vras  the  bed  of  the  Linth  pre- 
rious  to  Escher's  improvements,  in 
order  to  reclaim  it  by  removing  the 
stones  and  rubbish,  and  rendering  it 
fit  for  cultivation.  They  were  lodged, 
fed,  and  allowed  a  small  sum  for 
wages,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
subscription.  After  having,  by  these 
means  and  by  the  correction  of  the 
Linth,  described  above,  restored  the 
▼alley  to  a  state  fit  for  agriculture, 
and  having  been  saved  themselves 
from  starvation,  in  a  season  of  scarcity, 


they  were  dismissed  to  seek  their  for- 
tunes with  some  few  savings  to  begin 
the  world;  and,  what  was  of  more 
im^rtance,  with  industrious  habits, 
which  they  had  learned  while  settled 
here.  In  the  school  which  now  re- 
places the  colony,  40  children  from 
6  to  12  are  taugnt,  and  teachers  are 
also  instructed. 

The  Railway  runs  by  the  side  of 
the  Linth  Canal. 

Ziegelbrficke  Stat. 

Wesm  Jvnct.  Stat,  is  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  village  and  lake. 
Here  the  rly.  to  Glarus  branches  rt 

Wesen  (Inn:  ITpee)  is  a  village 
of  about  500  Inhab.,  at  the  W.  ex« 
tremity  of  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt, 
and  in  the  midst  of  scener}'  of  great 
magnificence. 

The  ascent  of  the  Speer  is  made  in 
S^  hrs.  from  Wesen :  it  commands  a 
noble  view.  From  the  summit  the 
traveller  may  reach  Nesslau  in  the 
Togpuburg  (Rte.  71)  in  2^  hrs. 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  without 
any  difficulties  fromWesen  toWildbaus 
(Rte.  7 1)  in  the  Tog^enburg.  It  crosses 
the  ridge  between  the  Leistkamm  and 
the  Guhnen,  and  may  be  accomplished, 
including  the  ascent  of  the  Gulmen, 
in  7  or  8  hours'  walking.  [A  car- 
riage may  be  hired  from  Wesen  to 
the  Riffi  by  way  of  Einsiedein  (Rte. 
72).  The  road  turns  out  of  that  to 
Zfirich  at  the  Iwij  Zum  Escher  Linth, 
crosses  the  canal,  andproceeds  through 
a  pretty  country  by  Galgenen  and  La- 
chen  (Ox,  a  good  inn),  where  it  falls 
into  the  route  from  Rapperschwyl.] 

LAKE  OF  WALLENSTADT. 

(More  properly  Wallensee.  48  ft. 
above  Lake  of  Zurich.) 

The  Railway  is  carried  along  the 
S.  shore,  through  10  tunnels  lighted 
by  openings  cut  through  the  rock. 
The  1.  side  of  the  carriage  should  be 
taken. 

There  is  no  carriage-road  on  either 
side  of  the  lake. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the 
Linth  canal,  the  only  outlet  for  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  was  a  small  stream 
called  the  Magg,  which  encountered 
the  Linth  after  a  course  of  about  2 
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miles,  and  was  arrested  by  the  debris 
and  stones  brought  down  by  that 
river,  so  that  not  onW  were  its  waters 
often  dammed  up  behind,  but  the  sur- 
face of  the  lake  was  raised  several 
feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  overflowed 
the  valley  both  above  and  below  it, 
and  laid  the  villages  of  Wallenstadt, 
at  the  one  end,  and  Wesen,  at  the 
other,  under  water  for  many  months 
during  the  spring.  By  Escher's  cor- 
rection of  the  course  of  the  Linth,  its 
waters  are  now  carried  into  the  lake, 
where  they  have  already  formed,  by 
their  deposit  of  mud  and  gravel,  a 
delta  nearly  half  a  mile  long.  Another 
canal,  deep  and  protected  at  the  side 
^dth  strong  dykes,  now  sun>lies  the 

Elace  of  the  Ma^g,  and  drains  the 
ike  of  Wallenstadt  into  that  of  Zurich. 
The  lake  of  Wallenstadt  is  about 
12  miles  long  by  3  broad;  its  scenery 
is  grand,  but  somewhat  wanting  in 
variety,  and  therefore  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
Its  N.  shore  consists  of  colossal 
cliifs  of  lime  and  sandstone,  regu- 
larly stratified,  and  so  nearly  preci- 
pitous that  there  is  room  for  no  road, 
and  onlv  for  a  very  £ew  cottages  at  their 
base,  while  their  steep  surrooe,  almost 
destitute  of  verdure,  gives  to  this  lake 
a  savage  and  arid  character.  The  S. 
side  consists  of  more  gradually  sloping 
hills  covered  with  verdure  and  over- 
topped by  the  tall  bare  peaks  of  more 
distant  mountains.  Here  there  are 
several  tillages,  and  a  ver^'  rough  and 
irregular  pam  runs  alon^  it.  The  lake 
has  the  reputation  of  bemg  dangerous 
to  navieate,  on  account  of  sudden  tem- 

Sests;  but  in  this  respect  it  does  not 
iffer  from  other  mountain  lakea.  In 
Jan.  1851,  however,  the  steamer  was 
submerged  by  a  squall,  and  every  soul 
on  board,  14  in  all,  perished.  It  was 
fished  up  from  a  great  depth. 

The  precipices  along  tne  N.  bank 
vary  between  2000  and  3000  feet  in 
height,  and  the  stranger  is  usually 
surprised  to  learn  that  above  them 
are  situated  populous  villages  and  ex- 
tensive pastures  crowded  with  cattle. 
Such  a  one  is  the  village  of  Amden, 
containing  3000  Inhab.,  nearly  2500 


feet  above  the  lake,  with  a  church, 
gardens,  and  orchards.  It  is  ap- 
proached by  one  narrow  and  steep 
path,  which  may  be  traced  sloping 
upwards  from  Wesen  along  the  face 
of  the  mountain.  Several  watei€alls 
precipitate  themselves  over  this  wall 
of  rock,  or  desoend,  by  ga^es  or  rents 
in  its  sides,  into  the  lake;  but  they 
dwindle  into  insignificanoe  by  the  end 
of  summer,  and  add  no  beauty  to  the 
scene.  The  principal  ones  are  the 
Beyerbach,  900  feet  nigh  (above  which 
lies  AmdenX  and  the  ^erenbach,  1200 
feet  high. 

The  hamlet  of  St.  Quinten  is  the 
only  one  on  this  side  of  the  laHe. 
At  the  mouths  of  the  streams  and 
gullies,  on  the  opposite  (S.)  side  there 
are  numerous  villages,  such  as  Terzen 
and  Quarten,  whose  names  clearly 
refer  to  the  ancient  military  occupar 
tlon  of  this  district  by  the  Komans. 

The  rl^.  on  quitting  Wesen  Stat., 
and  leavmg  rt  the  line  to  Glarus, 
twice  crosses  the  linth  Canal,  and 
is  then  carried  along  the  S.  side  o^ 
the  Wallenstadt  Lake,  whose  preci- 
pitous rock  sides  are  penetrated  by  9 
tunnels.  In  the  intervals  and  through 
the  embrasures,  grand  views  of  the 
lake.  The  very  heavy  outlay  that  must 
have  been  incurred  for  this  portion  of 
the  line  has  not  as  vet  shortened  the 
journey  from  Ziirich  to  Coire  by 
more  than  1  hr.,  as  there  is  a  continu- 
ous rly.  line  by  St  Gall  and  Ror- 
schach; but  if  the  projected  line  into 
Italy  by  the  Lukmanier  should  ever 
be  completed,  the  Wallenstadt  Rly. 
will  become  a  link  in  the  main  chain 
of  communication  between  Italy  and 
the  N.  of  Europe.    At 

Muhlehom  Stat.  (Here  is  a  homely 
little  /fin.)    A  boat  can  be  hired  here. 

Murg  Stat.,  at  the  month  of  a  small 
valley. 

Near  this  a  large  cotton-factory 
has  been  built  Bdiind  it  rises  the 
mountain  Miirtschenstock.  Its  sum- 
mit, 7270  feet  high,  apparently  in- 
accessible, is  traversed  tnrough  and 
through  by  a  cavern,  which,  though 
of  large  size,  looks  from  the  lake 
like    uie    eye    of    a    bodkin.      The 


SiciizerkmeL 


BOUTE  15. — ^ZURICH  TO  LUCERNE. 


39 


hoJe  IB  best  aeen  when  abreast  of 
the  TiUage  of  Muhlehom;  by  those 
sot  aware  of  the  fact,  it  might  be 
mtsMken  for  a  patch  of  snow.  This 
peak  is  said  to  oe  a  favonrite  resort 
of  chamois. 

The  N.£.  extremity  of  the  lake  is 
bounded  by  the  7  pictoresaue  peaks  of 
the  Sieben  Churfirsten,  or  KurfUrsten. 
At  their  feet  lies 

WiOeHsiadt  Sttd,—ltms:  Aigle  d*Or, 
near  the  lake,  tolerable ;  Hirs^  ^Cetf^ 
or  Poate) — a  scattered  township  of 
SOO  Inhab.;  nearly  ^  m.  from  the  lake, 
of  which  it  commands  no  view.  The 
flats  €i  the  Talley  around  and  above  it 
aie  marshy,  and  the  neighbourhood 
was  formerly  very  unhealdiy,  so  long 
as  the  irr^ularities  of  the  JLinth  ob- 
structed the  passage  of  the  waters  of 
the  lake.  WaUenstadt  is  a  dull  place, 
and  travellers  have  no  need  to  stop 
here. 

JTA  steep  and  rugged  path  by  the 
e  of  the  Churfirsten,  commanding 
magnificent  views,  leads  over  thelElin- 
terruck  in  6  hrs.  to  Wildhaus  (Rte.  7 1), 
whence  Appenzell  may  be  reached  in 
another  day  (Bte.  6811 

There  is  consideraoie  beauty  in  the 
scenery,  of  the  valley  of  the  Sees. 
There  are  rich  iron-mines,  interesting 
to  visit,  in  the  Gonzen  Mount  above 
Seex;  their  yearly  yield  is  50,000  cwt. 
As  the  ore  is  hematite,  everything  is 
reddest  that  belong  to  the  miners, 
even  their  cats.  A  good  climber  will 
enjoy  a  scramble  to  the  top  of  the 
Gonaen,  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  the  Bigi  dass*  A  ladder  of 
yt  steps,  chained  against  the  face  of  a 
cliff,  has  to  be  surmounted. 

Mels  Stat.  (Inn:  *Krone>.  The  rly. 
enters  the  Talley  of  the  Rhine  near 

Sargans  Jnnct.  Stat.,  some  way  from 

Sargans — (/ntu :  Bossli ;  Lowe),  a 
picturesque  old  town  of  723  Inhab., 
on  an  eminence  surmounted  by  a 
casde,  near  the  junction  of  the  roads 
from  St.  Gall  and  Ziirich  to  Coire. 
It  stands  upon  the  watershed  di- 
viding the  streams  which  feed  the 
Rhine  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  lake  of  WaUenstadt ;  and  this 
natural  embankment  is  so  slight 
about  200  paces  across  and  less  than 


20  feet  high)  that,  as  the  deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Rhine  are  con* 
stantly  raising  its  bed,  it  is  not  impos* 
sible,  though  scarcely  probable,  that 
the  river  may  change  its  course,  re* 
linquish  its  present  route  by  the  lake 
of  Constance,  and  take  a  shorter  cut 
b^  the  lakes  of  WaUenstadt  and  Zu- 
rich. It  was  calculated  by  Escher  von 
der  Linth,  from  actual  measurements, 
that  the  waters  of  Uie  Rhine  need  rise 
but  19^  feet  to  pass  into  the  lake  of 
WaUenstadt;  and  it  is,  indeed,  re- 
corded that  the  river,  swollen  by  long 
rains  in  1618,  was  prevented  taking 
this  direction  only  by  the  construction 
of  dams  along  its  banks.  Geologists 
argue,  from  the  identity  of  the  do* 
posits  of  gravel  in  the  valley  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  those  in  the  vale 
OS  Sees,  that  the  river  actuaUy  did 
pass  out  this  way  at  *one  time.  The 
rly.  from  Zurich  by  Winterthur,  St. 
Gall,  and  Rorschach  falls  in  here. 

The  remainder  of  this  route  up  the 
vaUey  of  the  Rhine,  by 

jRagatg  Stat.  (Rte.  66)  to 

Coire  Terminus^  is  described  in  Rte. 
66. 


ROUTE  15. 

ZliRICR  TO  LUCERNE  AND  THE  RIGT,*  BY 
HOBGEN,  ZUO,  AND  IMMENSEE. 

Eng.  m.    bra.  mln. 
ZBrfch. 
Horgeo  (steamer) .     .    S    as    1 
Zug  (diligence)      .     .  13i  «    S« 
Immenaee  (steamer)  .    6    =»    1 
Kiissnacht  (dlligenoe).    2k  =         30 
Lvoeme  (steamer)      .    5    as         30 

36    cs    T      0 

The  Rly.  from  Z&rich  to  Lucerne  is 
in  Rte.  16. 

This  is  a  very  pleasant  expedition 
in  fine  weather.  The  times  above  given 
are  those  actuaUy  occupied,  including 
stoppages,  which  are  of  course  consi- 
derable. Passengers  can  book  through 
from  Z&rich,  and  have  no  trouble  with 
their  luggage,  fare  7  ir.  40.  The 
steamers  are  so  arranged  as  to  meet 
•  See  Map,  p.  51. 
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the  diligences,  and,  what  with  hills 
and  stoppages,  a  tolerable  pedestrian 
can  cross  iroin  Homn  to  Zug,  and 
from  Immenaee  to  ICUssnacht,  as  fast 
as  the  diligence.  The  snmmit  of  the 
Rigi  may  be  reached  by  Immensee 
or  Arth  in  9  or  10  hrs.  n'om  Ziirich. 
Those  bound  for  this  excursion  will 
do  well  to  leare  Zurich  by  the  first 
steamboat  in  the  morning,  so  as  not 
to  be  hurried  in  the  ascent,  and  to 
find  rooms  at  Rigi  Kulm  Hotel.  Those 
who  neglect  this  precaution  should 
use  the  telegraph  to  secure  rooms. 

HbrgenClnns:  Meyerhoff,  pleasantly 
situated;  JLowe).  Up  to  this  place  see 
Kte.  1 4.  Passengers  are  made  to  walk 
nearly  ^  m.  from  the  quay  to  the  dili- 
gence office:  those  who  mean  to  hire 
a  carriage  to  Zug  (12  or  14  fr.)  should 
send  up  for  o^,e.  A  brown  coal  or 
lignite  is  found  here;  not  fit,  howerer, 
for  steam-boilers.  The  road  immedi- 
ately beg^s  to  ascend  by  a  series  of 
eigzags,  affording  fine  views  over  the 
lake;  and  from  a  spot  called  Boeke, 
about  i  m.  off  the  road,  a  still  finer 
view  is  obtained.  The  ascent  occu- 
pies full  1^  hr.,  after  which  the  descent 
IS  at  once  commenced,  the  road  run- 
ning for  the  most  part  along  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Sihij  crossing  it  at  the 
village  of 

SiMbrucke,  by  a  covered  bridge, 
which  conducts  from  canton  Ziirich 
into  canton  Zug.  [A  good  road  leads 
L  from  Sihbriicke  (2{  hrs.  on  foot) 
to  Egeri  and  its  lake  (Rte.  72).  The 
new  watering-place  of  Sohbnbrunn 
is  halfway.  Egeri  is  a  thriving  town, 
from  its  cotton  manufacture  and  em- 
broidery, (fnn:  Good  but  homely 
quarters  at  the  Wirthschaft  and  Brau- 
erei.)  The  Lake  of  Egeri  2383  fL,  is 
romantic  in  scenery.  Zug  may  be 
reached  from  Egeri  in  1}  hr.  by  fol- 
lowing the  river  that  issues  from  the 
lake  to  the  paper-mill;  then  crossing 
it  and  keepmg  above  Allenwinden.j 
From  the  ridge  which  succeeds,  the 
Rigi  and  Pilatus  mountains  are  first 
seen. 

Baar  (numerous  inns),  an  extensive 
village  with  a  large  cotton-milL  [A 
path  through  the  forest  leads  direct  to 
Schonbrunn.] 


Zug  (^Inns :  Hirsch  (Cerf),  good ; 
Lowe,  civil,  and  well  situated  ; 
Couronne  ;  BeUevue)  —  capital  of 
canton  Zug,  in  size  the  smallest 
state  of  the  ConfSdderation,  has  3323 
Inhab.,  and  is  prettily  situated  at 
the  N.R  comer  of  the  lake.  It  has 
an  antianated  look,  surrounded  by  its 
old  wads,  and,  being  without  trade, 
has  a  silent  and  deserted  air.  Its  in- 
habitants, exclusively  Roman  Catho- 
lics, are  chiefly  occupied  with  f^ricul- 
tural  pursuits.  The  rich  crops,  vine- 
yards, orchards,  and  gardens,  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  proclaim  a  soil 
not  ungrateful  to  the  cultivator. 

There  is  a  Capuchin  Concent  and  a 
Nunnery  here.  The  picture  by  Ca- 
racci  in  the  former,  mentioned  by  the 
guide-books,  is  none  of  his,  but  is  by 
an  inferior  artist,  JBlamingo,  and  of  no 
great  merit. 

There  are  some  old  arms  in  the 
Arsenal,  and  a  standard  taken  at 
Arbedo. 

The  Ch.  of  St.  Michael,  a  little  way 
outside  of  the  town,  like  many  of 
the  churches  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic cantons,  has  a  curious  bonehouse 
attached  to  it,  containing  many 
hundred  skulls,  each  inscrioed  with 
the  name  of  its  owner.  It  is  the 
custom  fbr  the  relations  of  the  dead 
to  cause  their  skulls  to  be  taken  up, 
cleaned,  labelled  with  their  names 
and  date  of  birth  and  death,  and  then 
placed  in  the  bonehouse!  The  church- 
yard in  which  it  stands  is  filled  with 
quaint  gilt  crosses  by  way  of  monu- 
ments, and  the  graves  are  planted 
with  flowers.  The  Cemetery  deserves 
a  visit;  the  display  of  armorial  bear- 
ings, coats,  and  crests,  even  on  the 
humblest  tomb,  is  remarkable. 

It  is  recorded  that  in  the  year  1435 
a  part  of  the  foundations  of  the  town, 
weakened  probably  by  an  attempt  to 
draw  off  part  of  the  water  of  the  lake, 
gave  way,  whereby  two  streets,  built 
on  the  gp*ound  nearest  the  water,  were 
broken  off  and  submerged  ;  26  houses 
were  destroyed,  and  45  human  beings 
perished  ;  among  them  the  chief  ma- 
l^istrate  of  the  town.  His  child,  an 
infant,  was  found  floating  in  his  cradle, 
on  the  surface  of  the  lake ;  he  was 
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resenedf  and  afterwards  became  lan- 
il^miwif^nn  of  the  canton. 

At  Jlelgenegg,  on  the  mouDtain 
aboTe  the  town,  a  pension  has  been 
built  by  the -proprietor  of  the  Belle- 
▼ne  in  Zu^,[  It  is  frequented  as  a 
watering-place;  pension  4  to  5  fr. 
a  da^,  is  reached  in  1^  hr.  by  a  good 
camage-ruad. 

SaiUcay  to  Lnoeme,  winding  round 
the  N.£.  and  N.  shores  of  the  Lake 
of  Zag  (Rte.  16). 

Passengers  for  Arth  or  Immensee 
maj  proceed  either  by  road  or  by 
itoeimer.  Time  for  dinner  is  allowed 
to  those  who  have  come  by  diligence 
from  Horgen  before  Uie  starting  ik 
the  steamers,  which  toud^  first  at 
Immensee  and  then  at  Arth.  (Bte.17.) 

An  excellent  road  to  Arth  winds 
ronnd  the  base  of  the  Bossberg, 
famous  for  the  catastrophe  caused  by 
the  fiill  of  a  portion  of  it  (See  R.  1 7.) 
Near  the  chapel  of  St  Adnan  a  small 
monument  has  been  erected  on  the 
spot  where  the  arrow  is  supposed  to 
have  &Uen  which  Henry  von  Hunen- 
berg  shot  out  of  the  Austrian  lines 
into  the  Swiss  camp,  before  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  beuing  the  warning 
words,  "Beware  of  Morgarten."  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
confederates  occupied  the  position  in- 
dicated, and  it  contributea  mainly  to 
their  rictory  on  that  memorable  field. 
Morgarten  (Rte.  72)  lies  within  this 
canton,  about  14  m.  W.  of  Zug,  on  the 
lake  of  EgerL 

Jr<A  —  Inns !  Schwarzer  Adler 
(Black  Eagle),  good,  but  bad  smells ; 
Hotel  du  Rigi-Hi  village  of  2129  Inh., 
occupies  a  charming  position  on  the 
lake  of  Zug,  between  the  base  of  the 
Bigi  and  the  Rossberg,  There  is  a  Ca- 
puchin convent  here.  In  the  Treasury 
of  the  Church  some  interesting  curi- 
osities are  preserved,  including  an 
ancient  and  richly-worked  crucifix 
and  chalice  of  silver,  which  belonged 
to  Charles  the  Bold,  and  were  left  by 
him  to  his  Swiss  conquerors  on  the 
field  of  Grandson,  besides  some  gaudy 
priests'  robes.  It  is  about  3  m.  by 
the  rocid  which  winds  along  the  base 
of  the  Rigi  to 

Immenaee,    Inn:  H*  du  Rigi,  com- 


fortable and  moderate.  Omnibus  to 
Kiissnacht 

The  Lake  of  SSvg,  whose  surface  is 
1340  feet  above  the  sea,  is  8  m.  long, 
and  about  f  broad.  Its  banks  are  low, 
or  gently-sloping  hills,  except  on  the 
S.  side,  where  the  Rigi,  rising  ab- 
ruptly Arom  the  water's  edge,  presents 
its  precipices  towards  it,  forming  a 
feature  of  considerable  g^tindeur,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Filatus  rising  be- 
hind it  The  Rufif  or  Ross'berg,  nsine 
in  the  SJS.  comer,  is  also  lofty  ana 
steep  ;  the  l^e,  at  its  base,  is  not  less 
than  1200  ft  deep. 

For  a  description  of  the  roadbetween 
Immensee  and  Lucerne  see  Rte.  17. 

^JkSCENT  or  THE  RIGI. 

The  kigi,  or  Righi  (J^egma  Mon- 
tium  is  only  a  fanciful  derivation  of 
the  name),  a  mountain,  or  rather 
group  of  mountains,  rising  between 
the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne,  owes 
its  celebrity  not  to  its  height,  for  it  is 
only  5905  ft  above  the  sea,  or  3537 
ft  above  the  Lake  of  Zug,  but  to  its 
isolated  situation;  which  converts  it 
into  a  natural  observatory.  It  has  also 
the  advantage  of  being  very  accessible; 
no  less  than  6  mule-paths  lead  up  to 
the  summit,  so  that  it  is  daily  resorted 
to  in  summer  by  hundreds  of  travellers 
of  all  countries  and  ages,  and  of  both 
sexes.  The  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tain is  composed,  like  the  Rossberg, 
of  the  breociated  rock  called  Nagel- 
flue.  Externally,  the  entire  summit 
is  clothed  with  verdant  pastures, 
which  support  more  than  3000  head 
of  cattle  in  summer,  and  the  middle 
and  lower  region  are  girt  round  with 
forests. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  at- 
mosphere at  high  elevations,  travel- 
lers should  prepare  themselves  for 
disappointment,  since  the  trouble  of 
an  ascent  is  often  repaid  with  clouds 
and  impenetrable  mist,  instead  of  a 
fine  sunrise  and  extensive  prospect 
He  is  wise,  therefore,  who,  in  fine 
weather,  manages  to  reach  the  eummit 
before  the  sun  goes  down — he,  at  least, 
has  two  chances  of  a  view.  It  not 
unfrequently  happens,  however,  that 
the  traveller  who  has  commenced  the 
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ascent  in  sunshine  and  under  a  clear 
sky  is  overtaken  by  clouds  and  storms 
before  he  reaches  the  top. 

Horses  and  Guides, 
There  are  5  principal  bridle-paths 
to  the  top  of  the  Big! : — 

a.  from  Goldau  or  Arth. 
6.  from  Immoiaee. 

c.  from  Kiissnacht. 

d.  from  Weggis  or  Fitsnau. 

e.  from  Gersau. 

The  summit  may  be  reached  in  10 
hrs.  from  ZUrich  by  Immensee  or 
Goldau,  and  in  4  or  5  hrs.  from 
Lucerne  by  Kiissnacht  (Rte.  17)  or 
Weggis.  At  all  these  places,  and  at 
most  of  the  villages  round  the  moun- 
tain, horses,  guiaes,  and  porters  may 
be  procured  at  prices  regulated  by 
tariff. 

The  usual  charge  for  a  horse  is  10  fr. 
to  the  top  (including  toll  for  road),  and 
6  to  return  next  day  by  the  same  road; 
7ji  by  a  different  road  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  with  a  orink- 
money  of  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  a-day  to  the  boy 
who  leads  the  horses.  A  porter,  to 
carry  baggage,  6  fr.  and  S  to  return. 
A  horse  may  be  hired  for  6  fr.  up  to 
the  conyent  of  Maria  sum  Schnee, 
below  which  is  the  steepest  part  of 
the  ascent.  Cfiaises  h  porteur  may  be 
procured  for  ladies  who  do  not  like  to 
ride  or  walk,  and  each  bearer  receives 
6  fr.  up  or  9  fr.  up  and  down.  At 
Weggis  and  elsewhere  a  boy  to  show 
the  path,  who  will  carry  a  light  knap- 
sack, may  be  hired  for  1^  or  2  fr.  In  the 
height  of  summer,  when  the  concourse 
of  visitors  is  immense,  those  who  are 
anxious  may  send  up  a  telegraphic  de- 
spatch from  Zurich  or  Lucerne  (charge 
1  fr.)  to  secure  beds  at  the  Rigi-kn&i 
inn,  and  for  a  franc  extra,  before  start- 
ting,  you  may  ascertain  the  number  of 
the  room  secured  for  you.  The  pedes- 
trian, unless  he  desire  to  be  relieved  of 
his  baggaee,  has  not  much  need  of  a 
guide,  as  the  paths  are  most  distinctly 
marked,  and  are  traversed  by  so  many 
persons  that  he  can  scareriy  miss  his 
way.  To  those  who  ride  on  horse- 
back, the  man  who  leads  the  horse 
will  serve  as  guide. 


a.  Ascent  from  Qoldau,  or  ArtK 

fan.  mill. 
Qoldau,  or  Arth 

Unter  Dachli ....    1       0 
Maria  zum  Sdinee    .    .    0     60 

Staffel 0      46 

Knim 0      40 

Oolduu  (Rte.  17)  may  be  reached 
from  Arth  in  20  min.  by  onmibus.  It  is 
generally  preferred  as  a  starting-point, 
and  all  tkinga  considered  it  is  the 
best,  because  the  ascent  from  Arth» 
before  it  Joins  the  Goldau  track,  is 
steeper  and  more  difficult  for  horses. 
There  is  an  advantage  in  ascending 
the  Rigi  from  this  side,  because  the 
path  runs  along  a  deep  gully  in  the 
interior  of  the  mountain,  the  sides  of 
which  protect  the  traveller  from  the 
afternoon  sun  (a  thing  of  importance  \ 
and  shut  out  all  view  until  the  summit 
is  reached,  where  it  bursts  at  once  upon 
the  sight:  the  other  paths  wind  round 
the  exterior  of  the  mountain. 

From  Goldau  the  path  strikes  at 
once  from  the  inn  of  the  Cheval  Blanc 
up  the  side  of  the  mountain;  at  first 
across  fields  strewn  with  blocks  from 
the  Rossberg,  which,  by  the  force 
acquired  in  their  descent  down  one 
side  of  the  valley,  were  actually  car- 
ried up  the  opposite  slope. 

Near  a  small  public-house,  called 
Unter  DdcMi,  where  the  guides  usually 
stop  to  give  breath  to  their  animals 
and  a  fflass  of  schnaps  to  themselves, 
the  patn  was  very  steep,  but  has  lately 
been  improved. 

This  IS  a  good  point  for  surveying 
the  Ikll  of  the  Rossberff  in  the  vale 
of  Goldau  below.  The  long  train  of 
rubbish  thrown  down  by  that  convul- 
sion can  be  traced  stretching  across 
to  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  which  it  partly 
filled  up  (see  Rte.  17).  The  steep 
footpath  from  Arth  falls  into  our  road 
here.  Here  begin  **  the  Stations,"  a 
series  of  13  rude  pictures  fastened 
upon  poles,  each  representing  an 
event  m  our  Lord's  Passion,  which 
lead  up  to  the  pilgrimage  eh.  Mary- 
of-the-Snow  or  KtOtterlu  At  the 
chapel  of  Malchus,  containing  the 
Bearing  of  the  Cross,  the  path  from 
Lowertz  falls  into  our  route,  and  soon 
afterwards  there  is  a  steep  path  on 
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the  rt.  leading  towards  the  Ctdnit 
bttt  avoidinfir  Maria  ziim  Schnee  and 
the  StafleL  I*edeaCriao8  sometimes  go 
that  way,  but  the  track  is  ill-marked 
and  the  groand  so  rough  that  it  is 
generallj  found  to  take  more  time 
Uian  the  r^^Iar  path. 

Maria  sum  Sdmee  is  a  little  ch.  much 
frequented  by  pilgrims,  especially  on 
the  5th  of  Augosti  on  account  of  the 
indulgences  granted  by  the  Pope  at 
the  end  of  the  17th  century  to  all  who 
make  this  pious  journey.  Adjoining  it 
is  a  small  hotpioe,  klosterli,  mhabited 
all  the  year  by  3  or  4  Capuchin  bro- 
thers, who  do  the  duty  of  the  church, 
being  deputed  by  the  fraternity  at 
Arth  on  this  service.  The  church  is 
sorrounded  by  a  group  of  inns  and  pen- 
sions, the  best  of  which  (the  Sonne  and 
SckustnU)  are  sometimes  resorted  to 
by  iuTalids,  who  repair  hither  to  drink 
goat's  whey,  and  might  even  afford  a 
homely  lodging  to  travellers  benighted 
or  unable  to  find  room  in  the  two  inns 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain :  the  others 
are  public-houses,  chiefly  occupied  by 
pilgrims.  A  very  steep  road  and  a 
very  long  half-hour*s  walking,  up 
sloping  meadows,  brings  the  tra- 
veller to  the  inn  called  Rigi-StaffeL 
(See  p.  45.) 

The  ascent  from  AriK  is  by  a  steep 
path  which  falls  into  the  Goldau  path 
in  about  an  hour,  as  above  mentioned. 

b.  Aaceni  from  Imm/ensee, 

This  track  is  rather  less  steep,  and 
about  a  mile  longer,  than  that  from 
Arth  or  Goldau;  but  as  it  lies  in  great 
part  along  a  projecting  ridge  or  spur 
of  the  mountain,  it  is  much  exposed 
to  the  afternoon  sun,  and  therefore 
very  hot.  Those  who  have  not  dined 
at  tne  inn  at  Immensee  may  find  good 
bread,  milk,  butter,  &c,  at  a  neat 
chalet  below  the  steeper  part  of  the 
ascent.  About  half  way  up  this  joins 
the  path  from  Kilssnacnt. 

c.  AaceiUfrom  KUsanaaht, 

KHaanacht  is  reached  by  steamer 
from  Lucerne,  and  the  ascent  reouires 
3  hrs.  to  mount,  2^  to  descend.  A 
mule-path,  aslong  as  that  from  Gk>ldau, 
and  in  some  places  more  steep.   A  toll 


is  paid  on  this  road  for  mulea.  By  a 
detour  of  ^  an  hour,  Tell's  Chapel  (see 
Bte.  17)  may  be  visited  in  going  or 
returning.  Leaving  Kiissnacht  and 
passing  on  the  L  (he  fuins  of  Gessler's 
Castle  (Rte.  17),  the  paUi  is  carried 
in  sigzags  up  the  steepest  part  of  the 
mountain,  through  forests,  and  across 
the  pastures  called  Seeboden.  The 
lake  of  Lucerne  is  in  sight  almost  the 
whole  way.  The  horse-path  emenees  on 
the  browof  ihehill  infrontof  theStafiel 
inn,  but  a  steep  foot-path  strikes  off 
to  the  1.  some  distance  below,  and 
leads  direct  to  the  very  top. 

d.  Atoentfram  Weggis, 


hn.  mln. 

Weggls. 
HetHgenkreati.     . 

..10 

Kaltlwd.    .     .     . 

..10 

bUffel    .... 

.     .     0    40 

Kulm     .... 

.     .     0    40 

It  is  best  to  deacend  from  the  Rigi 
top  io  WeggiAt  and  there  take  the 
steamer. 

Weggis,  Tnna:  Eintracht  ([Con- 
cordia); Lowe  (Lion) — asmall  villag^e 
on  a  Uttle  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rigi,  on  the  lake  of  the  Four  Can- 
tons, is  the  spot  where  those  who 
approflu^h  the  Rigi  by  water,  from 
Lucerne,  land.  It  supports  more  than 
40  horses,  and  guides  in  corresponding 
numbers.  The  steamer  to  and  from 
Lucerne  and  Fliielen  touches  here  6 
times  daily  Tf  hr.).  A  bad  path, 
winding  round  the  foot  of  the  Rigi, 
conuects  Weggis  with  Kiissnacht;  but 
the  chief  communication  is  carried  on 
by  water. 

The  mule-path  up  the  Rig^  from 
Weggis  is  steeper  than  the  three 
preceding:  3^  hrs.  up;  2^  down.  It 
strikes  up  the  mountain  immediately 
opposite  the  landing-place,  and  keep- 
ing to  the  rt.  winds  along  the  outside 
of  the  mountain,  in  constant  view  of 
the  lake,  passing,  first,  the  little  chapel 
of  Heiligonkreutx  (Holy  Cross),  and 
then  leading  up  to  a  singular  natural 
arch  (calledHochstein,  or Eelsenthor), 
formed  by  2  vast  detached  blocks  of 
nagelflue  (pudding-stone),  holding  sus- 
pended a  tnird,  beneath  which  the  path 
IS  carried.  Tliese  broken  fragments 
serve  to  illustrate  the  tendency  which 
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this  rock  lias  to  cleave  and  split,  and 
to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  a  sin- 

fular  torrent  of  mud,  which,  in  the  year 
795,  descended  from  the  flank  of  the 
Bigi  upon  the  Tillage  of  Weggis,  de- 
stroying 30  houses  and  buying  nearly 
60  acres  of  good  land,  it  aidvanced 
slowlpr,  like  a  lava-current,  taking  a 
fortnight  to  reach  the  lake,  so  that 
the  inhabitants  had  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  been  produced  by  springs,  or 
rain-water,  percolating  the  cracks  of 
the  naffelflue,  and  converting  the 
layer  of  day,  which  separates  it  from 
the  beds  beneath  it,  into  soft  mud. 
Had  there  been  any  g^at  fracture  in 
the  nagelflue,  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  mountain  would 
have  given  way'  and  slipped  down 
into  the  lake,  smce  the  strata  of  the 
Bigi  slope  at  a  very  steep  anele. 
Hm  this  been  the  case,  a  catastroMie, 
similar  to  that  of  the  Bossberg,  might 
have  ensued.  As  it  was,  the  softened 
clay  was  squeezed  out  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  the 
mountain,  and  formed  this  delu|;e  of 
mud,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

A  little  beyond  the  arch  the  path 
begins  to  turn  to  the  1.  or  N.,  and  tnen, 
at  the  point  where  the  branch-path 
diverges  to  Elosterli,  comes  to  the  Cold 
Bath  (kaltes  Bad),  where  a  source 
of  very  pure  cold  water,  41°  Fahr., 
issuing  out  of  the  rock,  supplies  the 
bathing  establishment  of 

BigiKaltbad,  4727  ft.  (3310  ft.  above 
Lake  of  Lucerne),  a  handsome,  well- 
furnished  BUel^  affordinpr  every  com- 
fort and  accommodation  for  140 
^ests;  house  well  warmed;  table- 
a*hdte,  and  good  cook;  a  fine  healthy 
situation,  overlooking  the  lake,  »nd 
sheltered  from  the  N.  andW.  (break- 
fast at  8,  dinner  at  12,  tea  at  4,  supper 
at  8).  Beading-room.  Baths  and 
whey.  Post  to  and  from  Lucerne 
daily.  Telegraph  stat.  The  season 
is  fixim  June  to  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. The  socieW  is  chiefly  Ger- 
man, and  good.  Walks  to  the  Kiln- 
zeli,  fronting  Pilatus  (10  min.),  and  on 
to  the  Bothstock,  grand  sunset  view, 
1}  h.;  to  the  Kulm,  1  hr.;   to  Klds- 


terli,  I  hr.;  to  the  Dossen,  1}  hr. ;  to 
Bigi  Scheideck,  2  hrs.;  to  the  Sta- 
lactite Caves  on  the  road  to  Fitznau, 

1  hr.;  to  Weggis,  1}  hr.;  to  Arth« 

2  hrs. 

It  was  once  the  custom  for  pati- 
ents at  the  KaJtbad  to  lie  down  in  the 
bath  with  their  clothes  on,  and  after- 
wards to  walk  about  in  the  sun  until 
they  dried  on  the  back;  but  this 
method  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
essential  to  effect  a  cure.  Close  to 
the  cold-bath  is  a  little  chapel  dedi- 
cated to  the  Yimn,  to  which  pilgrims 
repair,  and  in  which  mass  u  daily  said 
for  the  shepherds  on  the  BigL 

Tlie  sprmg  is  called  the  Sitters* 
Fountain,  from  a  tradition  that  3  fair 
sisters  sought  refuge  here  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  wick^  and  tyrannical 
Austrian  bailiff,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  amidst  the  clefts 
of  the  rocks  in  the  exercise  of  piety. 

The  path,  after  leaving  the  Kaltbad, 
keeps  a  N.W.  direction  till  it  reaches 
the  S.W.  angle  of  the  mountain,  leav- 
ing on  the  left  of  the  path  some  pro- 
jecting rours,  which  furnish  admirable 
points  of  view,  in  some  respects  supe- 
rior to  that  from  the  summit.  Then 
turning  N.£.  across  pastures,  the  path 
reaches  the  Staffel  (see  below). 

Whatever  route  may  be  chosen  for 
the  ascent,  there  can  bie  no  doubt  that 
the  descent  should  be  made  to  Weg- 
gis. The  varied  and  exquisite  views 
of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne  and  the  oppo- 
site ranges  of  Uri  and  Unterwalden 
are  often  found  to  leave  a  more  per- 
manent impression  than  the  panorama 
from  the  summit. 

e.  Ascent  from  Oersau, 
(Bte.  18.)  ^  hrs. 

Crossing  the  meadows,  and  by  a  cas- 
cade of  the  Boehrlibach,  and  amongst 
huge  blocks  of  fallen  rock,  the  little 
inn  of  Unter  Geschw&nd  is  reached 
(If  hr.).  After  passing  the  chapel  of 
St.  Joseph,  and  taking  care  to  keep 
to  the  L,  the  baths  and  hotel  are 
reached  of 

Rigi  Scheideck^  which  accommodates 
1 50  visitors.  Magnificent  view,  partly 
differing  from  that  from  the  Kulm. 
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Many  pleasant  walks.  The  Scheideck 
is  3  hn.  from  Gersaa,  and  thenoe  in 
1  hr.  Miria  una  Schnee,  on  the  Gol- 
dan  track,  is  reached. 

There  are  sereral  other  paths  up 
the  Rigi  more  or  less  fit  for  horses; 
one  of  the  most  interesting  is  that  to 
Fitxnctu,  From  the  StaTOlhaos  this 
path  diTei^Qs  1.,  passing  a  waterfall, 
Dehind  which  is  a  caTem,  the  vesti- 
bule of  which  is  100  ft.  deep,  and  it 
is  said  to  lead  to  others  penetrating 
throtigJi  the  mountain.  In  fitznau  on 
the  lake  of  Lucerne  is  a  neat  little 
/wft.  The  daughters  of  the  house 
are  good  singers.  Thence  by  boat  in 
1  hr.  to  Buochs.  Another  way  is 
from  Lowertz  (Rte.  17). 

Summit  of  the  Rigi, 

AH  the  principal  paths  conyerge 
and  unite  in  front  of  the  StaffelhauSf 
a  tolerable  inn,  cheaper  than  the  Kulm, 
perhaps,  but  kept  by  the  same  family. 
It  is  4  an  hour's  walk  below  the  Kulm, 
and  it  is  a  bad  plan  to  stop  short  of 
it,  since  those  wno  rest  here  must  get 
up  half  an  hour  earlier  next  morning 
ifthey  wish  to  catch  the  sunrise  from 
the  top. 

The  Kulm^  or  culminatingpoint  of  the 
Itigi,  is  an  irregular  space  of  ground 
of  some  extent,  destitute  of  trees,  but 
coreredwith  turf.  A  few  feet  from  the 
top  stands  the  Inn,  a  group  of  large 
buildings,  affording  good  accommoda- 
tion, considering  the  neight,  which  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  most  elevated  moun- 
tain in  Britain,  being  5676  ft.  above  the 
sea'level,  and  4270  ft.  above  the  Lake 
of  Lucerne.  An  enormous  building 
was  added  in  1857,  containing  a  vast 
salle-H-manger,  and  many  other  rooms. 
Unfortunately  it  is  so  near  the  top, 
and  so  hi^h,  as  partially  to  interfere 
with  the  view.  cXan/es.-  tea  or  break- 
last,  l^F.  fr.;  supper  (J  hr.  after  sun- 
set), without  wine,  4  f r. ;  bedroom, 
3  fr.;  servants,  1  fr.  About  20,000 
persons  are  said  to  visit  this  hotel  in  a 
year!  The arrangepaents  are  generally 
good,  but  complaints  of  inattention 
and  incivility  are  sometimes  made. 
It  is  fair  to  remember  that  the  constant 
pressure  of  a*  crowd  of  hungry  and 
impatient   guests   must   try  to    the 


very  utmost  the  patience  and  activity 
of  the  entire  household.  Travellers  not 
on  fbot  should  bring  cloaks  with  them, 
as  the  cold  is  often  intense;  and  the 
thermometer  marking  76^  in  Lucerne 
at  midday,  was  37^  on  the  Rigi  at  sun- 
set, and  31°  at  sunrise.  The  house  is 
warmed  with  stoves  even  in  summer. 
The  following  notice  is  hung  up  in 
every  room  : — •*  On  avertit  MMT  les 
etrangers  qu*il  est  dcfendu  de  prendre 
les  couvertures  de  lit  pour  sortir  au 
sommet;"  a  threat  which  seems  more 
likely  to  have  suggested  Ihan  pre- 
vented the  commission  of  so  comiort- 
able  an  offsnce.  In  1855  the  landlord 
paid  fbr  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
the  new  building  stands  (96  ft  by 
55  ft.),  no  less  than  54,000  fr.,  or 
more  than  2000A  to  the  canton. 

During  the  height  of  summer, 
when  travellers  are  most  numerous, 
the  Kulm  inn  is  crammed  to  over- 
flowing every  evening;  numbers  are 
turned  away  from  the  doors,  and  it 
is  not  easy  to  procure  beds,  food,  or 
even  attention.  In  the  evening  the 
g*uests  are  collected  at  a  table-aliote 
supper;  after  which  most  persons  are 
glaa  to  repair  to  rest.  It  takes  some 
time,  however,  before  the  hubbub 
of  voices  and  the  trampling  of  feet 
subside ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  a 
few  roystering  German  students  pro- 
long tneir  potations  and  noise  far 
into  the  night.  The  beds,  besides, 
are  not  very  inviting  to  repose;  and 
are  often  damp,  though  of  the  thou- 
sands who  annually  visit  the  Rigi 
none  ever  appear  to  suffer  from  it. 
Whether  the  inmate  have  slept  or 
not,  he,  together  with  the  whole 
household,  is  roused  about  an  hour 
before  sunrise  by  the  grating  sounds 
of  a  long  wooden  horn,  which  is 
played  until  every  particle  of  sleep  is 
dispelled  from  the  household.  Tnen 
commences  a  general  stir  and  com- 
motion, and  everybody  hastens  out 
with  shivering  limbs  and  half-open 
eyes  to  gaze  at  the  glorious  prospect 
of  a  sunrise  from  the  Rigi.  Fortu- 
nate are  they  for  whom  the  view  is 
not  marred  by  clouds  and  rain,  a 
very  common  occurrence,  as  the  leaves 
of  the  Album  kept  in  the  inn  will 
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testify.  Indeed  the  following  Tenes 
descnbe  the  fate  of  a  large  majority 
of  those  who  make  this  expeditaon: — 

■Nine  weary  nphUl  miles  we  sped. 

The  aettlng  ran  #  tee ; 
Balky  and  grim  he  went  to  bed» 
Sullcy  and  grim  went  we. 

Seven  aleepleaa  houra  we  toeaed,  aad  then, 

The  rising  aan  to  aee, 
Snllcy  and  grim  we  roee  again, 

Sullcy  and  grim  rose  he. 

Long  before  dawn  an  aflsemblage 
of  between  200  and  300  persons  is 
often  collected  on  the  Bigi  Culm, 
awaiting  the  sunrise,  to  enjoy  this 
magnificent  prospect  in  the  cold.    A 

§lare  of  light  in  the  £.,  which  gra- 
ueJlj  dims  the  flickering  of  the  stars, 
is  the  first  token  of  me  morning; 
it  soon  becomes  a  streak  of  gold 
along  the  horizon,  and  is  reflected 
in  a  pile  pink  tint  upon  the  snows  of 
the  Bernese  Alps.  Summit  after 
summit  slowly  catches  the  same  gulden 
hue;  the  dark  space  between  the 
horizon  and  the  Bigi  is  next  illumi- 
nated ;  forests,  lakes,  nillB,  rivers,  towns 
and  villages,  gradually  become  re- 
vesled,  but  look  cold  and  indistinct 
until  tiie  red  orb  surmounts  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  darts  his  beams  across 
the  landscape.  The  shadows  are  then 
rolled  back,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  scene  around  is 
glowing  in  sunshine.  The  view  is 
best  seen  during  the  Quarter  of  an 
hour  preceding  and  following  the 
first  appearance  of  the  sun;  after 
that  the  mists  begin  to  curl  up,  imd 
usually  shroud  parts  of  it  from  the  eve. 
The  most  striking  portion  of  tnis 
wonderful  panorama,  which  is  said  to 
extend  over  a  circumference  of  300 
m.,  is  undoubtedly  the  lakes  of  Lu- 
cerne and  Zug;  the  branching  arms 
of  the  former  extend  in  so  many  differ- 
ent directions  as  to  bewilder  one  at 
first,  and  both  lave  the  base  of  the 
mountain  so  closely  that  the  spectator 
might  fancy  himself  suspended  in  the 
air  above  them,  as  in  a  baIlo<m,  and 
think,  by  one  step  from  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  to  jplunge  into  them. 
The  peculiar  greenish  blue  tint  which 
sheets  of  water  assume  when  seen  from 
a  height  has  also  something  exceed- 


ingly beandftil.  Eight  other  lakes 
may  be  seen  from  the  Bigi,  but  they 
are  so  small  and  distant  as  to  "  look 
like  pools  ;  some  almost  like  water 
BpUt  upon  the  earth." 

On  the  N.  side  the  eye  looks  down 
into  ike  lake  of  Zug,  and  the  streets 
of  Arth;  at  the  end  of  the  lake  the 
town  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  the  spire 
of  the  Ch.  of  Kap]^],  where  Zwingli, 
the  Beformer,  fell  in  battle.  This  is 
backed  by  the  chain  of  the  Albis,  and 
through  gaps  in  its  ridge  may  be  dis* 
cemed  a  few  of  the  houses  of  the  town 
of  Ziirich,  and  two  little  bits  of  its 
lake.  Over  the  L  shoulder  of  the 
Bossbere^a  peep  is  obtained  into  the 
lake  of  JSgeri,  on  whose  shores  the 
Swiss  gained  the  victory  of  Morgarten. 
The  S.  horizon  is  boimded  by  the 
range  of  the  Black  Forest  hills. 

Tne  prospect  on  the  IV.  is  more  open 
and  map-like,  and  therefore  less  inte* 
resting.  Close  under  the  Bigi  lie 
Tell's  chapel,  on  the  spot  where  he 
shot  Gessler,  and  the  village  and  bay 
of  Kiissnacht.  Farther  off,  nearly  the 
whole  canton  of  Lucerne  expands  to 
view; — ^the  Beusswindingthrou^h  the 
midst  of  it.  Above  the  Benss  is  the 
lake  of  Sempach,  the  scene  of  another 
triumph  of  Swiss  valour.  Lucerne, 
with  its  coronet  of  towers,  is  distinctly 
seen  at  the  W.  end  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  L  of  it  rises  the  gloomy  Pilatus, 
cutting  the  sky  with  its  serrated  ridge. 
The  remainder  of  the  W.  horizon  is 
occupied  by  the  chain  of  the  Jura. 

On  ike  8.  the  mass  of  the  Bi|^  forms 
the  foreground,  and  touchmg«the 
opposite  mountains  of  Unterwalden, 
only  allows  here  and  there  a  small 
portion  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  be 
seen.  On  this  side  the  objects  visible 
in  succession,  from  rt.  to  1.,  are  the 
lakes  of  Alpnach  and  Samen,  buried 
in  woods,  dy  the  side  of  which  runs 
the  road  to  the  Briinig;  ^e  mountains 
called  Stanzer  and  Buochserhora,  and 
behind  them  the  magnificent  white 
chain  of  the  high  Alps  of  Berne,  Un- 
terwalden, and  Uri,  in  one  unbroken 
ridg^  of  peaks  and  glaciers,  including 
the  Jungft«n,  Figer,  Finster  Aar- 
horn,  the  Titlis  (the  highest  peak  in 
Unterwalden),  the  Uri  Bothstock,  and 
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the  Bristenstock,  between  wbich  and 
the  SeeUsberg  mnB  the  road  of  St, 
Gothard. 

On  the  E.  the  Alpine  chain  continues 
to  stretch  nninterraptedly  along  the 
horison,  and  includes  the  pre-eminent 
peaks  of  the  Dodi,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Griaons»  of  the  Glamiach,  in  can* 
ton  Glams,  and  of  the  Sentis,  in  Ap- 
pemeD.  In  the  middle  distance,  above 
the  lake  of  Xiowertay  lies  the  town  of 
Sehwjts,  the  cradle  of  Swiss  freedom, 
backed  br  the  two  singular  sharp 
peaks  called,  from  their  shape,  the 
AGtrea  (Mythen^  Above  them  peers 
the  craggj  crest  of  the  Gliirmsch;  and 
to  the  rt.  of  them  is  the  opening  of 
the  Huotta  Thai,  famous  for  the 
bloody  conflicts  between  Snwarrow 
and  SiUfisena,  where  armies  manoeuvred 
and  fought  on  spots  which  before  the 
shepheid  and  cnamois  hunter  alone 
used  to  tread.  Farther  to  the  L  rises 
the  mass  of  the  Bossberg, — the  nearest 
mountain  neighbour  of  the  Bigi.  The 
whole  scene  of  desolation  caused  by 
its  &11  (see  Rte.  17);  the  chasm  on  the 
top,  whence  the  ruin  came;  the  course 
orthe  terrific  avalanche  of  stones,  di- 
verging and  spreading  in  their  descent; 
the  lake  of  Lowerts,  partly  filled  up 
by  it,  and  the  pools  and  puddles  caused 
in  the  vaUey  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
watercourses,  are  at  once  displayed 
in  a  bird's-eye  view. 

The  Tery  distant  bare  peak  seen 
above  the  top  of  the  Bossberg  is  the 
Sends. 

J%e  Spectra  of  the  Sigi  is  an  atmo- 
spheric phenomenon  not  unfrequently 
observed  oa  the  tops  of  high  moun- 
tains. It  occurs  when  the  cloudy 
Tapours  happen  to  rise  perpendicularly 
£rom  the  valley  beqeath  the  mountain, 
on  the  side  opposite  to  the  sun,  with- 
out enveloping  the  summit  of  the  Bigi 
itsel£  Under  these  circums^noee  the 
shadows  of  the  Bigi  Kulm  and  of  any 
person  standing  on  the  top  are  cast 
upon  the  wall  of  mist  in  greatly  magni- 
fied proportions.  The  smidow  is  encir- 
cled Dy  a  halo,  assuming  the  prismatic 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  this  some- 
times doubled  wh^i  the  mist  is  thick. 

Two  melancholy  accidents  have 
occurred  on  the  top  of  the  Bigi: — in 
1820  a  guide  who  had  attended  an 


English  frmily  was  struck  dead  by 
lightning  as  ne  stood  watching  the 
clouds:  in  1826  a  Prussian  officer, 
who  had  reached  the  summit,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  children,  fell 
from  a  Tery  dangerous  seat  whic^  he 
had  selected  on  the  brow  of  a  preci- 
pice (the  only  spot  where  the  summit 
IS  really  a  precipice),  and  was  dashed 
to  pieces  at  the  bottom.  According 
to  another  account,  the  miserable 
man  threw  biipffftlf  off,  having  pre- 
viously announced  his  intention  of 
committing  suicide  to  his  wife,  who 
summoned  the  guide  to  arrest  him, 
but,  after  a  severe  struggle,  her  hus- 
band got  loose,  and  eff^ted  his  pur^ 
pose. 

BOUTE  16. 

ZfiBICH  TO  LUCERNE,  OyER  THE  ALBTS, 
OR  BT  SAILWAr. 

The  direct  Bly.  from  Ziirich  to  Zug 
and  Lucerne  (4  trains  daily  in  less 
tiiian  2  hrs.)  opened  1864. 

Statioos.  Eng.  m. 

Urdorf 

Boiwtetten 

Affoltern 

MetUnaodianasn 

Zug        

Chaam 

Bothkrents 

SiilkoQ 

Eblkon 

Lnoeme 

In  fine  weather  it  is  worth  while 
to  take  the  carriage-road  over  the 
Albis  for  the  sake  of  the  very  beau-^ 
tiful  view  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps, 
and  of  a  large  part  of  Switaerland, 
which  is  seen  firom  its  summit.  The 
distance  is  about  38  m.,and  the  diligence 
takes  more  than  6  his.  to  accomplish 
it.  The  road  skirts  the  shore  of  the 
lake  at  first,  but  at  Adliswyl,  4^  m.  it 
crosses  the  river  Sihl,  and  soon  i^r  in 
numerous  zigzags  begins  to  ascend  to 

4  m.  Ober'Ailna*  Inn :  Hirsch,  which 
affords  moderate  accommodation  and 
a  magnificent  prospect  The  best 
point,  however,  for  seeing  the  view, 
is  the  Signal  (Hochwacht,  called  also 
SchnabelX  a  height  off  the  road,  about 
a  mile  aboye  the  inn  :  it  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Zurichsee, 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  between 
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it  and  the  lake,  the  vale  of  the  Sihl 
intervenes.  Its  wooded  slopes  were 
the  favourite  retreat  of  the  pastoral 
poet  Gessner;  they  were  occupied  in 
1799  by  two  hostile  armies — that  of 
the  French  under  Massena,  who  en- 
camped on  the  slope  of  the  Albis,  and 
that  of  the  Russians,  who  occupied 
the  rt  bank  of  the  SihL  They 
watched  each  other  from  hence  for 
more  than  3  months  ;  until  Massena, 
by  a  masterly  movement,  crossed  the 
Limmat,  cut  off  part  of  the  Russian 
force,  and  compelled  the  rest  to  a  hasty 
retreat  On  the  W.  are  seen  the  little 
lake  of  Tiirl,  the  bath  at  Wengi, 
near  Aengst,  and  at  a  distance  of 
10  miles  the  beautiful  convent  of 
Muri  in  Argovie.  Not  fiur!^from  the 
lake  is  the  church  of  Elappel,  where 
Zwingli  died  ;  farther  off  the  lake 
of  Zue,  and  behind  it  tower  the  Rig^ 
and  Pilatus  mountains,  disclosing  be- 
tween them  a  little  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.  The  grandest  feature, 
however,  of  the  view  is  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps,  from  the  Sentis  to 
the  Jungfrau,  wnich  fills  up  <he  hori- 
zon.   It  nas  been  engraved  by  Keller. 

In  posting  yon  must  take  an  extra 
horse  (renfort^  either  from  Zurich  or 
Zug  up  to*  the-  summit;  1  post  is 
charged.  Th6  greatest  height  which 
the  road  atiaCna  is  2404  ft.  above  the 
sea,  1000  ft.- above- Zurich  lake,  after 
which  it  descends,  passing  on  the  rt. 
the  little  lake  of  TurL 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  W. 
slope  of  the  Albis,  from  its  summit  to 
Hansen,  near  which  village  is  3  m.  Albis- 
hnmnj  a  lars;e  and  handsome  water- 
cure  establishment,  in  which  travellers 
in  general  are  also  received  at  the 
rate  of  5  fr.  a  day,  board  and  lodging. 
It  is  a  pleasant  residence  from  the 
beauties  of  its  situation,  its  views  of 
the  Bernese  Alps,  and  the  salubrity  of 
its  air  and  water.  It  is  under  the 
management  of  Dr«  Brunner. 

Beyond  Hansen  the  road  passes 
1  m.  Kappel,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
which  has  obtained  a  wofiil  cele- 
brity in  Swiss  history  as  the  spot 
where  the  Confederates,  embittered 
against  each  other  by  religious  dis- 
cord, dyed  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  one  another,  and  where  Zwingli 


the  reformer  fell,  Oct  11th,  1531. 
Many  of  the  best  and  bravest  of  the 
citizens  of  Zurich  perished  on  that 
day  of  civil  broil.  Zwingli,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of 
the  time  and  country,  attended  his 
flock  to  the  field  of  cattle,  to  afford 
them  spiritual  aid  and  consolation, 
was  struck  down  in  the  fight,  and 
found  by  a  soldier  of  Unterwalden, 
who  did  not  know  him,  but  who, 
ascertaining  that  he  refused  to  call  on 
the  Virgin  and  samts,  despatohed  him 
with  his  sword,  ^s  body,  when 
recognised  by  his  foes,  was  Dumt  by 
the  common  hangman.  A  monummtj 
consisting  of  a  rough  massive  block  of 
stone  by  the  road-side,  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  tree  which  marked  the 
spot  where  he  felL  The  Gothic  church 
of  Kappel,  anciently  attached  to  a 
convent  suppressed  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Reformation, 
was  built  in  1280. 

In  descending  from  Ober- Albis,  Zng^ 
may  be  avoidewl  altogether,  and  the 
shorter  road  by  Knonau  taken. 

The  £lury,  from  SSwrich  (4  trains 
daily  in  2^  to  3  hrs.)  quits  the  line 
to  Olten  at  Altstetten  Junct  Stat, 
after  crossing  the  Sihl.  Beyond  Bon- 
stetten  Stat,  it  penetrates  a  tunnel. 
Near  Affoltem  Stat  1.  lies  the  Lake  of 
Tiirl  (see  above).  The  stream  of  the 
Lorze,  descending  from  the  Lake,  of 
Egeri,  is  crossed  before  reaching 

4}  m.  Zug  Stat.  (Rto.  15;. 

The  Rly.  to  Lucerne  skirts  the  N. 
shore  of  the  Lake  of  Zug,  by 

Chaam  Stat, {Inn:  Rabe).  At  Roth- 
kreutz  the  rlwy.  enters  the  valley  of 
the  Reuss,  which  is  crossed  by  a  long 
iron  bridge  beyond 

Ebi/um  Stat. 

LuCEBNE  Ttfrmmtw  (Luzem).  Inns  .• 
H.  des  Suisses  TSchweizer  Hof);^ 
Englischer  Hof ;  Doth  good ;  views 
from  the  windows  of  both  superb; — 
H.  du  RIgi,  comfortable,  enlarged  ; — 
Schwann,much  improved,  a  really  ffood 
house  and  civil  people.  These  4  Inns 
face  the  lake,  and  are  near  the  steam- 
ers. Balances  (Waage),  good;  very 
cheap;  en  pension,  5  fr.  a  day ;  good 

«  FfefbaiMisthKlrilen  ol^  186& 


EODTB  16.— LIJCERKl. 


60 


BOUTK  16. — ^LUCERNE.      BBIDQES.      THE  ARSENAL.  Sect.  I. 


Tavel  wine.  As  the  principal  hotels 
are  sometimes  full,  it  mav  be  useful  to 
gire  a  list  of  the  second-rate  houses, 
arranged  as  far  as  known  in  the  order 
of  merit — ^Rossli,  Adler,  Hirsch,  Moh- 
ren,  Kreuz,  Wilder  Mann.  In  and 
about  Lucerne  are  many  Pensions — 
Worlej's  English  Boarding-house, 
clean  and  comfortable.  Pension  Morel, 
comfortable;  Miiller's  Hotel  et  Pen- 
sion Seeburg,  half  an  hour's  walk 
from  the  town,  fine  views;  Kaufmann's 
and  Damman's  Pensions  are  also  well 
spoken  of. 

Lucerne,  chief  town  of  the  canton, 
lies  at  the  N.W.  extremitjr  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  is  divided  into  two 
parts  by  the  river  Reuss,  which  here 
issues  out  of  it.  Its  population  is  about 
11,600,  all  Roman  Catholics,  except 
about  680  Protestants.  Lucerne  is 
the  residence  of  the  Papal  Nuncio. 

It  is  not  a  place  of  any  considerable 
trade  or  manufactures,  but  their  ab- 
sence is  more  than  compensated  by  the 
exquisitely  beautiful  scenery  in  which 
it  IS  situated  on  the  borders  of  the 
finest  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss 
lakes,  between  the  giants  Pilatus  and 
Rigi,  and  in  sight  of  the  snowy  Alps  of 
Schwy tz  and  Engelberg.  The  town  is 
still  surrounded  on  the  land  side  by  a 
long  toall,  with  numerous  picturesque 
ioatch-towerSt  erected  in  1385 ;  but  its 
chief  peculiarity  is  its  bridges.  The 
lowest,  or  Mill-bridge^  is   hung  with 

Skintings,  nearly  washed  out,  of  the 
ance  of  Death :  the  second  or  Reuss- 
bnicke,  is  the  only  one  uncovered  and 
passable  for  carriages  ;  the  upper,  or 
KapeHhrUcke,  a  cool  and  shady  walk  in 
a  hot  day,  runs  in  a  slanting  direction 
across  the  mouth  of  the  Reuss,  whose 
clear  and  pellucid  sea-green  waters 
may  here  be  surveyed  to  great  ad- 
vantage, as  they  rush  beneath  it  with 
the  swiftness  oi  a  mountain  torrent. 
Against  the  timbers  supporting  the  roof 
of  this  bridge  are  suspended  77  pictures ; 
those  seen  in  crossmg  from  the'rt.  to 
the  1.  bank  represent  the  life  and  acts 
of  St.  Leger  and  St.  Maurice,  Lucerne's 
patron  saints.  The  subjects  of  those 
seen  in  the  opposite  direction  are  taken 
from  Swiss  history,  and  are  not  with- 
out some  merits  but,  being  lighted  only 


by  the  glare  reflected  upwards  from     ' 
the  water,  are  not  easily  custing^shefL     ^ 
Near  the  middle  of  the  Kapell-br&cke,     * 
rising  out  of  the  water,  stands  a  very     ^ 
picturesque  watch-tower,  called  Wcus-     ^ 
erthurm,  forming  a  link  of  the    old 
fortifications  of  the  town.    It  is  said 
to  have  once  served  as  a  light-house 
{Lucemd)  to  boats,  and  hence  soiub 
have  derived   the  present   name    of 
Lucerne.    The  HofbrOcke^  the  longest 
of  all  the  bridges,  was  entirely  re- 
moved, 1852  :   the  intervening  space      i 
between  it  and  the  shore  having  nen 
filled  up.    The  Hotel  des  Suisses  and 
Swan  and  a  fine  row  of  houses  stand  on 
this  space,  which  is  also  the  landing- 
place  of  the  steamboats. 

In  churches  and  other  public  build* 
ings  Lucerne  has  no  very  prominent 
objects.  The  church  of  St  Lcger^  also 
called  Hof-  or  Stiftskirche,  is  modem , 
except  the  two  towers,  which  date 
from  1506.  The  bells  in  it  are  fine 
and  curious.  The  adjoining  church- 
yard is  filled  with  quaint  old  monu- 
ments, and  the  view  from  the  cloister 
windows  is  fine. 

Post  and  Telegraph-oficc^  on  the  L 
bank  of  the  Reuss,  near  the  Jesuits'  ch. 

The  old  Arsenal  (2^ughaus),  near 
the  gate  leading  to  Berne,  is  one 
of  those  venerable  repositories  com- 
mon to  the  chief  towns  of  all  the 
cantons,  in  which  are  deposited  the 
muskets,  artillery,  &C.,  for  arming 
their  contingents  of  troops.  It  con- 
tains some  rusty  suits  of  ancient 
armour,  and  several  historical  relics 
and  trophies  of  Swiss  valour,  such  as 
the  yellow  Austrian  banner,  and  many 
pennons  of  knights  and  nobles,  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Sempach  ;  the  coat  of 
mail  stripped  from  tne  body  of  Duke 
Leopold  of  Austria,  who  fell  there  : 
the  iron  cravat,  lined  with  sharp  spikes, 
destined  for  the  neck  of  Gundoldingen, 
the  Schultheiss  and  general  of  the 
men  of  Lucerne,  who  cUed  in  the  hour 
of  victory.  Two  Turkbh  flags  were 
captured  at  the  battle  of  X^epanto*  and 
a  long  Moorish  standard  was  brought 
from  Tunis^  1640,  by  a  knight  of 
Malta,  who  was  a  native  of  Lucerne. 

Aii%TiOo\ieaiooUwtioiiofSvnsshirds<md      \ 
quadrupeds,  extremely  well  mounted. 


KOUTB  16. — L^KE  OF  LUCERNE. 


52 


ROUTE  16. — LUCERNE,    thorwaldsen's  LION.       Sect.  I. 


has  been  formed  hy  a  Mr.  Stanffer, 
and  is  exhibited  near  to  Thorwaldsen's 
Lion.  It  is  probab^.y,  after  that  of 
Berne,  the  most  complete  collection 
of  the  kind  to  be  seen  in  Switzerland: 
charge,  1  fr.  each  person. 

General  Pfyffer's  model  (in  relief)  of 
a  part  of  Switzerland  may  interest 
those  who  desire  to  trace  on  it  their 
past  or  future  wanderings.  It  is 
placed  in  a  well-lighted  room  near 
the  Engllscher  Hof.     1  fr.  admission. 

The  Gothic  FountamSj  which  are  to 
be  obserred  in  all  parts  of  Switzer- 
land, are  here  of  singular  beauty  and 
originality. 

The  English  church  service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  in  the  English 
ch.  near  the  Schweitzer  Hof.  The 
clergyman  depends  entirely  on  volun- 
tary contributions  of  visitors,  having 
no  stipend. 

Miiller  is  a  good  chemist. 

Physician,  Dr.  Stieger:  speaks  Eng- 
lish, and  is  attentive  to  his  patients. 

At  Eglin  Brothers,  in  the  Kapel 
Strasse,  books,  prints,  panoramas,  and 
maps  relating  to  Switzerland  may  be 

The  most  interesting  of  the  sights  of 
Lucerne  is,  without  doubt,  the  *Monu-' 
ment  to  the  memory  of  the  Swiss  Guards^ 
who  fell  while  defending  the  Royal 
Family  of  France  in  one  of  the  bloody 
massacres  of  the  first  French  Re- 
volution, August  10,  1792.  It  is 
situated  in  a  garden,  a  little  way 
beyond  St  Leger's  ch.  on  the  ZUricn 
road.  The  design  Is  by  Thorwaldsen, 
executed  by  Ahorn,  a  sculptor  of  Con- 
stance. It  represents  a  lion  of  colos- 
sal size,  wounded  to  death,  with  a 
spear  sticking  in  his  side,  yet  endea- 
vouring in  his  last  gasp  to  protect 
from  injury  a  shield  beanng  the  fleur- 
de-lis  of  the  Bourbons,  which  he  holds 
in  his  paws.  The  figure,  hewn  out  of 
the  living  sandstone  rock,  is  28  ft. 
long  and  18  high,  and  whether  as  a 
tribute  to  fallen  valour,  or  as  a  work 
of  art,  of  admirable  design  and  no 
mean  execution,  it  merits  the  highest 
praise.  It  is  the  most  appropriate 
monument  in  Europe.  Beneath  it 
are  carved  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  ;fell  in  defending  the  Tuileries, 


Aug.  10  and  Sept  2  and  3,  1792. 
The  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  this  brave 
band,  who,  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 
own  lives,  protected  Louis  and  his 
family  when  deserted  by  their  natural 
defenders,  almost  make  us  ^orst^t  that 
they  were  mercenaries.  There  is 
a  quiet  solitude  and  shade  about  the 
spot  which  is  partieularlv  pleasine 
and  refreshing.  The  rocks  around 
are  mantled  with  fern  and  creepers, 
forming  a  natural  framework  to  the 
monument ;  and  a  streamlet  of  clear 
water,  trickling  down  from  the  top  of 
the  rock,  is  received  into  a  basin- 
shaped  hollow  below  it,  forming  a 
mirror  in  which  the  sculpture  is  re- 
flected. One  of  the  very  few  survivors 
of  the  Swiss  Guard,  dressed  in  its  red 
uniform,  acts  as  guardian  of  the  mo- 
nument, and  cicerone  to  the  stranger. 
The  cloth  for  the  altar  of  the  little 
chapel  adjoining  was  embroidered 
expressly  for  it  oy  the  late  Duchess 
d'Angouleme. 

There  are  many  pretty  wUks  and 
points  of  view  near  Lucerne;  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  to  the  Lime-tree, 
under  which  is  a  dial  pointing  to  the 
mountains  on  the  horizon ;  another  is 
the  villa  called  Allemcvuden,  perched 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  outside  the 
Weggis  gate,  from  which  it  may  be 
reached  in  a  walk  of  15  minutes,  oy  a 
path  winding  up  the  hill  outside  the 
town  walls.  The  GOtchi,  close  to  the 
town,  and  Gibraltar,  both  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Reuss,  are  also  points 
which  command  a  fine  prospect 

At  Ki-ienzy  J  h.  S.W.  of  Lucerne,  are 
ironworks,  and  a  silk  manufacture. 
The  castle  of  Schaunzee  crowns  a  hUl 
behind  it 

Steamers  several  times  a  day  to 
Fluelen  and  the  other  villages  on  the 
lake.  From  Fluelen  diligences  JPi^- 
ceed  over  the  St.  Gotthard.  Tra- 
vellers book  from  Lucerne. 

Railways  to  Basle,  Berne,  Zug^  and 
Zurich. 

Exotrsions.— The  Rigi  summit  may 
be  reached  in  4^  hrs.  from  Lucerne — 
by  steamer  to  Weggis,  f  hr.  thence  to 
the  summit  on  foot  or  on  horse. 

No  one  should  leave  Lucerne  with- 
out exploring  the  beauties  of  its  Luke 


Switzerland,     route  16. — lucerne,    mount  pilatus. 
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(Rte.  1 8) — called  in  German  Vierwald- 
stadter  See — the  grandest  in  Europe 
in  point  of  scenery,  particularlv  tte 
fartner  end  of  it,  called  the  bay  of  Uri ; 
and  much  additional  pleasure  will  be 
deriired  if  the  trayeller  who  under- 
stands German  will  take   Schiller's 
•  Wilhelm  Tell*  as   a   pocket    com- 
panion, in  which  admirable  poem  so 
many  of  the  scenes  are  localizea.  Short 
excursions  may  with    advantage  be 
made  in  a  row-boat;  but  the  K  end 
of  the  lake,  and  especially  the  bay  of 
Uri,  being  exposea  to  sudden  gusts 
of  wind,  may  best  be  visited  from 
liuceme  in  the  steamer. 

Those  who  intend  to  traverse  the 
lake,  and  visit  the  Rigi,  and  to  re- 
tarn  afterwards  to  Lucerne,  should 
combine  the  two  expeditions,  which 
may  be  efiected  in  two  days,  thus — 
go  to  Kiissnacht  or  to  Arth  and  ascend 
from  Goldau,  descending  next  day  on 
the  opposite  side,  and  embarking  on 
the  lake,  either  at  We^gis  or  Gersau, 
pass  up  the  bay  of  Tin,  and  by  Tell's 
chapel,  returning  by  water  to  Lucerne 
the  2nd  CTening. 

**Moimt  Pilate,  This  most  interest- 
ing and  recompensing  ascent  can  now 
be  easily  accomplished  even  by  ladies. 
There  are  2  good  Inns  near  the  top, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  highest  ridge, 
bat  no  mide«path  connects  them  ;  the 
excellent  paths  that  reach  up  to  the 
rifj^ge,  from  Hergiswyl  on  the  N., 
Alpnach  on  the  S.,  are  separated  by 
40  feet  of  ladder,  which  the  Jealousies 
of  rival  inns  seem  to  maintain  as  a 
barrier.  The  views  from  Pilatus*  sum- 
mit are  even  finer  than  those  from  the 
Rigi,  especially  over  the  Alpine  chain. 
It  nas  altogether  7  summits,  exceed- 
ingly rugged  and  precipitous;  but 
S re-eminence  is  accorcled  to  the  Wid- 
erfeld.  The  new  road  to  the  Brunig 
passes  by  Hergiswyl  (^Trm:  «Rossli), 
which  is  reached  by  steamer  (or  row- 
boat  in  2  hrs.).  Here  horses  may  be 
procured*  A  bridle-path,  made  at  an 
expense  of  1000/.,  leads  first  through 
orchards  and  meadows,  and  then  along 
the  N.  side  of  the  mountain,  in  about 
4  hrs.  to  the  Joch  or  col,  6287  ft.,  con- 
necting the  Klimsenhom  with  the 
Oberhaupt.    Here  is  built  the 


Ildtel  of  the  Klimsenhoi-n  (2  houses 
belonging  to  the  same  landlord,  with 
an  attached  chapel).  Extensive  view 
from  the  Klimsenhorn,  10  min.  walk 
from  the  inn.  A  well-made  sigzag 
path  leads  onwards  to  the  foot  of  the 
Oberhaupt  (40  min.  walkl  where  it 
stops,  for  the  ridge  itself  cannot  be 
climbed  over.  It  is,  however,  bored 
through  by  a  nearly  vertical  fissure 
about  40  ft.  deep,  called  the  Krisiioch^ 
in  which  a  commodious  ladder,  or 
rather  rude  staircase,  is  placed.  On 
surmounting  this  the  traveller  emerges 
on  one  of  the  peaks,  from  which  the 
whole  range  of  the  Bernese  mountains 
suddenly  burst  upon  him,  having  been 

Previously  concealed  by  the  mountain, 
'here  are  few  more  striking  scenes 
in  all  Switzerland.  A  descent  of  5  min. 
by  an  excellent  path  leads  to  the 
Bellevue  Hotel,  6961  ft.,  very  comfort- 
able, a  small  library  of  books,  built 
on  the  depression  between  the  Ober- 
haupt ana  the  Esel.  The  view  from 
the  Esel,  10  m.  above  the  hotel,  is  the 
finest  of  those  accessible  by  paths.  A 
well-made  mule-path  lea£  from  tLo 
Belle vue  Hotel  to  Alpnach.  It  has 
even  been  used  as  a  cnar-road.  An 
English  lady  and  her  daughter  left 
Alpnach  in  a  char  with  1  horse  at 
3^  P.M.  (July  28,  1863),  and  reached 
the  Bellevue  Hotel  at  8  p.m. 

Unfortunately  Pilatus  is  very  sub- 
ject to  clouds,  otherwise  the  mountain 
is  far  more  interestine  than  the  Rigi, 
and  the  view  from  it  m  some  respects 
finer,  though  a  less  complete  pano- 
rama, and  the  grandeur  of  its  own 
serrated  outline,  which  fosms  so  im- 
portant a  feature  of  the  Rig^  view,  is 
of  course  wanting.  The  peaks  best 
seen  are  the  Wetterhom,  Viescher- 
horner,  Eiger,  Monch,  and  Jungfrau; 
the  Lake  of  Lucerne  lies  open  as  far 
as  Brunnen. 

A  traveller  lost  his  way  among  the 
rocks  above  Hergiswyl  and  was  killed 
in  1857. 

According  to  a  wild  tradition  of 
considerable  antiquity,  this  mountain 
derives  its  name  from  Pilate,  the 
wicked  governor  of  Judsea,  who, 
having  been  banished  to  Gaul  by  Ti- 
berius, wandered    about  among  the 
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mountains,  stricken  bj  conscience, 
until  he  ended  his  miserable  existence 
by  throwing  himself  into  a  lake  on 
the  top  of  vie  Pilatus.  The  moun- 
tain, in  consequence,  labours  under  a 
Tery  bad  reputation.  From  its  posi- 
tion as  an  outlier,  or  advanced  spard 
of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  it  collects 
the  clouds  which  float  over  the  plains 
from  the  W.  and  N. ;  and  it  lb  re- 
marked that  almost  all  the  storms 
which  burst  upon  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne father  and  brew  on  its  summit. 
This  almost  perpetual  assembling  of 
clouds  was  long  attributed  by  the 
sunerstitious  to  the  unquiet  spirit 
still  hovering  round  the  sunken  body, 
which,  when  disturbed  by  any  in- 
truder, revenG;ed  itself  by  sending 
storms,  and  oarkness,  and  hail  on 
the  surrounding  district.  So  pre- 
valent was  the  belief  in  this  super- 
stition, even  down  to  times  compara- 
tively recent,  that  the  government  of 
Lucerne  forbade  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  naturalist  Conrad 
Gessner,  in  1555,  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  special  order,  re- 
moving the  interdict  in  his  case,  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  researches 
upon  the  mountain. 

According  to  some,  the  name  Pila- 
tus is  only  a  corruption  of  Pileatua 
(capped),  arising  from  the  cap  of 
clouas  which  rarely  quits  its  barren 
brow,  and  which  are  sometimes  seen 
rising  from  it  like  steam  from  a 
caldron.  The  peasants  profess  to  be 
able  to  foretell  the  weather  from  the 
appearance  of  the  clouds  on  the  top, 
and  have  a  saying, — 

"  Wenn  Pilatus  trUgt  sein  Hut 
Dann  wird  das  Wetter  gut. 
Tiilgt  er  aber  oiiien  Degpn, 
So  giebt's  wohl  Hlcher  Regen." 

The  mountain  consists,  from  its  base 
to  its  summit,  of  nummulite  limestone 
and  sandstone ;  the  strata  incline  to 
the  S.,  and  abound  in  fossil  remains, 
especially  near  the  summit,  around 
the  BrUndlis  Alp  and  the  Castelen 
Alp. 
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{Set  Map,  p.  61.) 

A  good  jK>si-road  to  Schwytz.  Dili- 
gence starts  from  Kiissnacht,  passen- 
gers booked  on  board  the  steamers. 

Schwytz  may  also  be  reached  rather 
more  quickly  by  steaming  toBrunnen. 

The  road  to  kiissnacht  runs  nearly 
all  the  way  in  sight  of  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  and  of  the  Alps  of  Engel- 
bere  and  Berne  beyond.  On  a  head- 
land at  the  angle  of  the  jpreen  bay  of 
Kiissnacht,  stands  the  ruined  castle  of 
New  Habsbnrg,  destroyed,  1352,  by 
the  Lucemers. 

Kiissnacht^  Inns :  H.  du  Lac ;  Hirsch ; 
Rossli.  The  road  from  Kiissnacht  to 
Immensee  lies  through  the  celebrated 
IIoUow  Way,  and'  on  the  rt.  a  ruined 
wall  is  pointed  out  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  Gessler*8  Castle.  The  ffollcw 
Way  (Hohle  Gasse)  is  a  narrow  green 
lane,  overhung  with  trees  growing 
from  the  high  banks  on  each  side. 
Here  Tell,  after  escaping  from  Gess- 
ler's  boat  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  lay 
in  wait  for  his  enemy,  and  shot  him 
as  he  passed,  from  behind  a  tree,  with 
his  unerring  arrow.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  researches  into  the 
archives  of  Kiissnacht  have  clearly 
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proTed  tliat  the  rain  called  Gessler'g 
C«stle  neTer  belonged  to  him.  The 
**  Hollow  Way"  has  been  much  filled 
up  in  making  the  new  roadL 

On  emerging  from  the  Hollow  Way 
THPs  Chapel  is  seen  by  the  roadside.  By 
a  singolar  anomaly  a  place  of  worship, 
orisinally  dedicated  to  **  The  Fourteen 
Helpers  in  Need"  (Our  Sayiour,  the 
YiT^gin,  and  Apostles),  now  commemo- 
rate a  deed  of  blood,  which  tradition, 
tnd  its  supposed  connection  with  the 
origin  of  Swiss  liberty,  appear  to  have 
nactified  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  so 
that  mass  is  periodically  said  in  it, 
while  it  is  kept  in  constant  repair,  and 
bears  on  its  outer  waU  a  fresco  repre- 
■enting  Gessler's  death. 

Tnunenaee,  Comfortable  little  Inn. 
The  road  now  skirts  the  lake  of  Zug 
(Rte.  15),  or  the  tourist  may  take  the 
iteamer  to  Arth ;  and  2  m.  farther  is 

GoUaa — Inn ;  Bossli  (Cheyal  Blanc) ; 
good,  eiyil  people. 


FALL  OF  THE  R098BEBO. 

,    "  Moantaina  have  (kllen, 
LeaTlng  a  gap  in  the  clouda,  and  with  the 

tboek 
Hatkimg  their  Alpine  brethren ;  filling  up 
The  ripe   green    valleys  with  deatraetion's 

aplintera. 
Damming  the  riyera  with  a  sadden  dash, 
Which  ernahed  the  waters  into  mist,  and  made 
Their  fimntaina  And  another  channel — ^thas, 
Tha%  in  Its  old  age,  did  Mount  Rosenberg.** 

Bj/ron, 

On  approaching  Goldau  the  tra- 
yeBer  may  perceiye  traces  of  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  which  buried  the 
original  and  much  larger  yillage  of 
that  name,  and  inundated  the  yalley 
for  a  considerable  distance  with  a  de- 
luge of  stones  and  rubbish.  The  moun- 
tain which  caused  this  calamity  still 
remains  scarred  from  top  to  bottom  : 
and  nothing  grows  upon  its  barren 
surface ;  but  in  the  course  of  years  the 
yalley  itself  has  in  many  places  be- 
come green,  and  the  fallen  recks  bear 
trees,  Uchens,  and  yegetation,  and  the 
mat  similarity  to  mountain  yalleys 
m  general  shows  how  often  in  past 
iges  such  catastrophes  must  haye 
happened,  though  no  record  of  them 
has  oeen  presenred. 


The  Rossberg,  or  Rufiberg,  is  a 
mountain  4958  ft  high;  the  upper 
part  of  it  consists  of  a  conglomerate 
or  pudding-stone,  formed  of  rounded 
masses  of  other  rocks  cemented  to- 
gether, and  called  by  the  Germans 
Naeelflue,  or  KaQ-rock,  from  the 
kn^s  and  protuberances  which  its 
surface  presents,  resembling  nail- 
heads.  From  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  of  rock,  it  is  yery 
liable  to  become  cracked,  and  if  rain- 
water or  springs  penetrate  these  fis- 
sures they  will  not  fiul  to  dissolye  or 
moisten  the  unctuous  beds  of  clay 
which  separate  the  nagelflue  from  the 
strata  below  it,  and  cause  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  detach  themselyes  m>m 
the  mass.  The  strata  of  the  Rossbei^ 
are  tilted  up  from  the  side  of  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  slope  down  towards 
Goldau  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  The 
slanting  direction  of  the  seams  which 
part  the  .strata  is  well  seen  on  the 
road  from  Arth.  If,  therefore,  the 
clay  which  fills  these  seams  be  washed 
out  by  rains,  or  reduced  to  the  state 
of  a  yiscous  or  slimy  mud,  it  is  eyident 
that  such  portions  of  the  rock  as  haye 
been  detached  from  the  rest  by  the 
fissures  aboye  alluded  to,  must  slip 
down,  like  the  masses  of  snow  which 
fall  from  the  roof  of  a  house  as  soon 
as  the  lower  side  is  thawed,  or  as  a 
yessel  when  launched  slides  down  the 
inclined  plane  purposely  greased  to 
hasten  its  descent  Withui  the  period 
of  human  records  destructiye  land- 
slips had  repeatedly  fallen  from  the 
Rossberg,  and  a  great  part  of  the 

Siles  of  earth,  rock,  and  stones,  which 
eform  the  face  of  the  yalley,  derive 
their  origin  from  such  catastrophes 
of  ancient  date;  but  the  most  de- 
structiye of  all  appears  to  have  been 
the  last  The  yacant  space  along  the 
top  of  the  mountain  caused  by  the 
descent  of  a  portion  of  it,  calculated 
to  haye  been  a  league  long,  1000  ft 
broad,  and  100  ft  thick,  and  a  small 
fragment  at  its  farther  extremity, 
which  remained  when  the  rest  broke 
off,  are  also  yery  apparent,  and  assist 
in  tellin?  the  story.  The  long  and 
wide  inclined  plane  forming  the  side 
of  the  mountain,  now  ploughed  up 
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and  scarified  as  it  were,  was  pre- 
TiooBly  covered  with  fields,  woods, 
and  houses.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  still  standing  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  precipice  which  marks  the  line 
of  the  fracture. 

The  catastrophe  is  thus  described 
in  the  narrative  published  at  the 
time  by  Dr.  Zay,  of  Arth,  an  eye- 
witness:— 

**  The  summer  of  1806  had  been 
very  rainy,  and  on  the  1st  and  2nd 
September  it  rained  incessantly.  New 
crevices  were  observed  in  the  flank  of 
the  mountain,  a  sort  of  cracking  noise 
was  heard  internally,  stones  started 
out  of  the  ground,  detached  fragments 
of  rocks  rolled  down  the  mountain; 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  a  large  rock  be- 
came loose,  and  in  falling  raised  a 
cloud  of  black  dust.  Toward  the 
lower  part  of  the  mountain,  the 
ground  seemed  pressed  down  from 
above;  and  when  a  stick  or  a  spade 
was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  itself.  A 
man,  who  had  been  digging  in  his 
garden,  ran  away  from  mght  at  these 
extraordinary  appearances;  soon  a 
fissure,  larger  than  all  the  others,  was 
observed ;  insensibly  it  increased ; 
springs  of  water  ceased  all  at  once 
to  flow;  the  pine-trees  of  the  forest 
absolutely  reeled;  birds  flew  away 
screaming.  A  few  minutes  before 
five  o'clock  the  symptoms  of  some 
mighty  catastrophe  became  still 
stronger;  the  whole  surface  of  the 
mountain  seemed  to  glide  down,  but 
so  slowly  as  to  affora  time  to  the 
inhabitants  to  go  away.  An  old  man, 
who  had  often  predicted  some  such 
disaster,  was  quietly  smoking  his 
pipe  when  told  by  a  young  man,  run- 
ning by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the 
act  of  fidling;  he  rose  and  looked 
out,  but  came  into  his  house  again, 
saying  he  had  time  to  fill  another 
pipe.  The  young  man,  continuing  to 
fly,  was  thrown  down  several  times, 
and  escaped  with  difiiculty;  looking 
back,  he  saw  the  house  carried  off  aQ 
at  once. 

**  Another  inhabitant,  being  alarmed, 
took  two  of  his  children  and  ran  away 
with  them,  calling  to  his  wife  to  fol- 


low with  the  third;  but  she  went  in 
for  another,  who  still,  remained  (Ma- 
rianne, aged  five) :  just  then,  Fran- 
cisca  XJlrich,  their  servant,  was  cross- 
ing the  room,  with  this  Marianne, 
whom  she  held  by  the  hand,  and  saw 
her  mistress;  at  tnat  instant,  as  Fran- 
cisca  afterwards  said,  *  The  house  ap- 
peared to  be  torn  from  its  foundation 
(it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  round  and 
round  like  a  tetotum ;  I  was  some- 
times on  my  head,  sometimes  on  my 
feet,  in  total  darkness,  and  violently 
separated  from  the  child.'  When  the 
motion  stopped,  she  found  herself 
jammed  in  on  all  sides,  with  her  head 
downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain.  She  supposed  she  was 
buried  alive  at  a  great  depth ;  with 
much  difficulty  she  disengaged  her 
right  hand,  and  wiped  the  blood  from 
her  eyes.  Presently  she  heard  the 
faint  moans  of  Marianne,  and  called 
to  her  by  her  name;  the  child  an- 
swered that  she  was  on  her  back 
among  stones  and  bushes,  which  held 
her  fut,  but  that  her  hands  were  free, 
and  that  she  saw  the  light,  and  even 
something  green.  She  asked  whether 
people  would  not  soon  come  to  take 
them  out.  Francisca  answered  that 
it  was  the  day  of  judgment,  and  that 
no  one  was  left  to  help  them;  but  that 
they  would  be  released  by  death,  and 
be  happy  in  heaven.  They  prayed 
together.  At  last  Francisci^s  ear 
was  struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell, 
which  she  knew  to  be  that  of  Steinen- 
berg:  then  seven  o'clock  struck  in  an- 
other village,  and  she  began  to  hope 
there  were  still  living  oeings,  and 
endeavoured  to  comfort  the  child. 
The  poor  little  girl  was  at  first  cla- 
morous for  her  supper,  but  her  cries 
soon  became  fainter,  and  at  last  quite 
died  away.  Francisca,  still  with  her 
head  downwards,  and  surrounded  with 
damp  earth,  experienced  a  sense  of 
cold  in  her  feet  almost  insupportable. 
After  prodigious  efforts  sne  suc- 
ceeded m  disengaging  her  legs,  and 
thinks  this  saved  her  life.  Many 
hours  had  passed  in  this  situation, 
when  she  again  heard  the  voice  of 
Marianne,  who  had  been  asleep,  and 
now  renewed  her  lamentations.    In 
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the  mean  time  the  unfortunate  father, 
who,  with  much  difficulty,  had  saved 
himself  and  two  children,  wandered 
about  till  daylight,  when  he  came 
among  the  ruins  to  look  for  the  rest 
of  his  £unily.  He  soon  discovered 
his  wife,  by  a  foot  which  appeared 
above  ground:  she  was  dead,  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  His  cries,  and  the 
noise  he  made  in  digging,  were  heard 
by  Marianne,  who  called  out.  She 
was  extricated  with  a  broken  thi?h, 
and,  saying  that  Francisca  was  not  far 
oS,  a  farther  search  led  to  her  release 
also;  but  in  such  a  state  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of:  she  was  blind  for 
some  days,  and  remained  subject  to 
convulsive  fits  of  terror.  It  appeared 
that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least, 
had  been  carried  down  about  1500 
feet  from  where  it  stood  before. 

**  In  another  place,  a  child  two  years 
old  was  found  unhurt,  lying  on  its 
straw  mattress  upon  the  mud,  without 
any  restige  of  the  house  from  which 
he  had  been  separated.  Such  a  mass 
of  earth  and  stones  rushed  at  once  into 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  although  5  m. 
distant,  that  one  end  of  it  was  filled 
up,  and  a  prodigious  wave  passing 
completely  over  the  island  of  Schwan- 
au,  70  feet  above  the  usual  level  of 
the  water,  overwhelmed  the  opposite 
shore,  and,  as  it  returned,  swept  away 
into  the  lake  many  houses  with  their 
inhabitants.  The  village  of  Seewen, 
situated  at  the  farther  end,  was  inun- 
dated, and  some  houses  washed  away; 
and  the  flood  carried  live  fish  into  .the 
village  of  Steinen.  The  chapel  of  Olten, 
built  of  wood,  was  found  half  a  league 
from  the  place  it  had  previously  occu- 
pied, and  many  large  blocks  of  stone 
completely  changed  their  position. 

**  The  most  considerable  of  the  vil- 
lages overwhelmed  in  the  vale  of  Arth 
was  Goldau,  and  its  name  is  now 
affixed  to  the  whole  melancholy  story 
and  place.  I  shall  relate  only  one 
more  incident : — A  party  of  eleven 
travellers  from  Berne,  l>elonging  to 
the  most  distinguished  families  there, 
arrived  at  Arth  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  set  off  on  foot  for  the  Rigi 
a  few  minutes  before  the  catastrophe. 
Seven  of  them  had  got    about  200 


yards  a-head, — the  other  four  saw 
them  entering  the  village  of  Goldau; 
and  one  of  the  latter,  Mr.  R.  Jenner, 
pointing  out  to  the  rest  the  summit  of 
the  Rossberg  (full  4  m.  off  in  a 
straight  hne),  where  some  strange 
commotion  seemed  taking  place,  which 
they  themselves  (the  four  behind) 
were  observing  wiui  a  telescope,  and 
had  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  some  strangers  just  come 
up;  when,  all  at  once,  a  flight  of 
stones,  like  cannon-balls,  traversed 
the  air  above  their  heads;  a  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  the  valley;  a  frightful 
noise  was  heard.  They  fled  1  As 
soon  as  the  obscurity  was  so  far  dissi- 
pated as  to  make  objects  discernible, 
they  sought  their  friends;  but  the  vil- 
lage of  Goldau  had  disappeared  under 
a  neap  of  stones  and  ruDbish  100  feet 
in  height,  and  the  whole  valley  pre- 
sented nothing  but  a  perfect  chaos! 
Of  the  unfortunate  survivors,  one  lost 
a  wife  to  whom  he  was  just  married, 
one  a  son,  a  third  the  two  pupils  under 
his  care :  all  researches  to  discover 
their  remains  were,  and  have  ever 
since  been  fruitless.  Nothing  is  left 
of  Goldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  found 
about  a  mile  off.  With  the  rocks  tor- 
rents of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rollers;  but  they  took  a  different  di- 
rection when  in  the  valley,  the  mud 
following  the  slope  of  the  ground  to- 
wards the  lake  of  Lowertz,  while  the 
rocks,  preserving  a  straight  course, 
glanced  across  the  valley  towards  the 
Kigi.  The  rocks  above,  moving  much 
faster  than  those  near  the  ground, 
went  fSeu-ther,  and  ascended  even  a 
great  way  up  the  Rigi ;  its  base  is  co- 
vered with  large  blocks  carried  to  an 
incredible  height,  and  by  which  trees 
were  mowed  down,  as  they  might 
have  been  by  cannon. 

*'  A  long  track  of  ruins,  like  a  scarf, 
hangs  from  the  shoulder  of  the  Ross- 
berg, in  hideous  barrenness,  over  the 
rich  dress  of  shaggy  woods  and  green 

Sastures,  and  grows  wider  and  wider 
own  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz  and  to 
the  Rigi,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  m.  Its 
greatest  breadth  may  be  3  m.,  and 
the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fully 
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equal  to  that  of  Paris,  taken  at  the 
external  boulevards,  or  about  double 
the  real  extent  of  the  inhabited  city. 
I  notice,  however,  that  the  portion  of 
the  strata  at  the  top  of  the  Kossberg, 
which  slid  down  into  the  valley,  is 
certainly  less  than  the  chaotic  accu- 
mulation below;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  part  of  it  comes 
from  the  soil  of  tne  valley  itself, 
ploughed  up  and  thrown  into  ridges 
like  the  weaves  of  the  sea,  and  hurled 
to  prodigious  distances  by  the  impulse 
of  the  descending  mass,  plunging  upon 
it  with  a  force  not  very  inferior  to 
that  of  a  cannon-ball." 

The  effects  of  this  terrible  convul- 
sion were  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
villages  Goldau,  Bussingen,  and  Ro- 
then,  and  a  part  of  Lowertz;  the  rich 
pasturages  in  the  valley  and  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain,  entirely  over- 
whelmed by  it  and  ruined,  were  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  150,000/.;  Ill 
houses,  and  more  than  200  stables 
and  chalets,  were  buried  under  the 
debris  of  rocks,  which  of  themselves 
form  hills  several  hundred  feet  high. 
More  than  450  human  beings  nerished 
by  this  catastrophe,  and  whole  herds 
01  cattle  were  swept  away.  Five  mi- 
nutes sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.  The  innabit&nts  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were 
first  roused  by  loud  and  grating 
sounds  like  thunder :  the^  looked  to- 
wards the  spot  from  which  it  came, 
and  beheld  the  valley  shrouded  in  a 
cloud  of  dust ;  when  it  had  cleared 
away,  they  found  the  face  of  nature 
changed.  The  houses  of  Goldau  were 
literuly  crushed  beneath  the  weight 
of  superincumbent  masses.  Lowertz 
was  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  mud. 

The  daneer  of  further  calamity 
from  the  faU  of  other  portions  of  the 
mountain  is  by  no  means  past,  even 
now.  On  July  3rd,  1823,  a  shepherd 
boy  climbed  up  to  the  peak  of  the 
Bossberg,  called  Spitzbiihel,  to  gather 
herbs.  In  crossing  over  towards  Zue 
he  came  to  a  fissure,  which  he  leap^ 
across ;  but  on  his  return  he  found  it 
BO  much  widened,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  repeat  his  jump,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit  to  reach 


home.  By  the  6th  of  July  the  rent 
had  increased  to  a  width  of  40  or  50 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  nearly  twice 
that  number  of  feet.  Great  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  lest  the 
mass  thus  separated  should  in  falling 
take  the  direction  of  the  Inn  and 
Church  of  Goldau :  however,  on  the 
1 1  th,  after  the  crack  had  widened  to 
1 50  ft.,  with  a  depth  of  120,  and  a  length 
of  200,  down  came  the  hugelTragment; 
it  was  shattered  to  pieces  in  its  faU^ 
and  threw  up  the  waters  of  the  lake 
of  Lowertz  5  ft.,  but  did  no  damage. 

Those  who  desire  a  near  view  of 
the  landslip  should  ascend  the  Gnyp- 
enstock,  whose  summit  may  be  reached 
in  3  hours  from  Arth. 

The  church  and  one  of  the  inns 
at  Goldau  stand  on  the  site  of  the 
village  overwhelmed  by  the  Rossberg; 
its  inhabitants,  thus  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  security,  are  said  to  have 
been  remarkable  for  the  purity  of 
their  manners  and  their  personal 
beauty.  The  church  contains  two 
tablets  of  black  marble  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  some  of  the  sufferers, 
and  with  particulars  of  the  sad  event. 
The  high-road  traverses  the  talus  or 
debris,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Rossberg  far  up  the  Rigi  on  the 
rt.  It  ascends  vast  hillocks  of  rub- 
bish, calculated  to  be  30  feet  deep 
hereabouts;  but  near  the  centre  of  the 
valley  probably  200  feet»  and  winda 
among  enormous  blocks  of  stone  al- 
ready beginning  to  be  moss-grown, 
and  with  herbage  springing  up  be- 
tween them.  Among  these  mounds 
and  masses  of  rock  numerous  pools 
are  enclosed,  arising  from  springs 
dammed  up  by  the  fafien  earth. 

Lowertz^  orLauerz,  standing  on  the 
mamn  of  the  lake  round  which  our 
road  is  carried  on  a  terraced  embank- 
ment, lost  its  church  and  several  of  its 
houses  in  the  same  catastrophe.  The 
lake  was  diminished  by  one  quarter 
in  consequence  of  the  avalanche  of 
mud  and  rubbish  which  entered  it, 
and  its  waters  were  thrown  up  in  a 
wave  70  feet  high  to  the  opposite  bank, 
so  as  to  cover  the  picturesque  i^and, 
and  sweep  away  a  small  chapel  which 
stood  upon  it.    The  ruined  Casih  of 
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SokwanoHj  8tiQ  existing  upon  it>  has 

an  lustorical    interest   from    having 

been  destroyed  at  the  first  rising  of 

the   Swiss   Confederates  in  1308,  to 

arenge  an  outrage  committed  by  the 

Seigneur,  in  carrying  off  a  damsel 

against  her  will,  and  detaining  her  in 

confinement.    "  There  is  a  wild  and 

sombre    tradition    attached   to    this 

island,  that  'once  a  year  cries  are 

heard  to  come  from  it,  and  suddenly 

the  ghoet  of  the  tyrant  is  seen  to 

pass,  chased  by  the  vengeful  spirit  of 

a  pale    girl,    bearing  a   torch,    and 

shrieking  wildly.    At  first  he  eludes 

her  swiftness;  but  at  length  she  gains 

upon  him,   and  forces  him  into  the 

lake,  where    he  sinks  with    doleful 

struggles;   and,  as   the  waves  dose 

over  the  condemned,  the  shores  ring 

with  fearful  and  unearthly  yellings. 

[Near  the  village  of  Lowertz  another 
footpath  strikes  up  the  Rigi,  which  is 
shorter  than  going  round  by  Goldaufor 
travellers  approaching  from  Schwytz 
or  Bmnnen.  About  3  m.  above  Low- 
ertz it  falls  into  the  path  from  Gol* 
dan.  (Bte.  15.)  The  Kigi  Kulm  may 
be  reached  by  it  in  3  hours.] 

Seevoen — {Inn:  ZumKreutz) — a  vil- 
lage at  the  E.  extremity  of  the  lake, 
is  resorted  to  on  account  of  its  chaly- 
beate springs.  Baths,  &c.,  have  been 
established  here.  A  direct  road  to 
Bmnnen  here  turns  to  the  rt ;  it  is 
1^  m.  shorter  than  that  by  Schwytz, 
but  is  not  good. 

Schwytz — (^Inns:  Rossli,  clean  and 
reasonable; — H.  Hettinger;  Pension 
Tiitz,  10  min.  walk,  comfortable,  and 
prettily  situated) — is  a  mere  village, 
though  the  chief  place  in  the  canton — 
••  the  heart's  core  of  Helvetia" — ^from 
which  comes  the  name  Switzerland, 
and  contains  5748  Inhab.  (nearly 
an  Koman  Catholics,  including  the 
acyoinine  scattered  houses  and  vil- 
lages, which  all  belong  to  one  parish. 
It  lies  picturesquely,  about  3  m.  from 
Bnamen  (Kte.  18),  its  port  on  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  at  the  foot  of  the  very 
conspicuous  double-peaked  mountain, 
caUed  Mythen  (Mitres),  the  loftiest 
of  whose  horns  is  5860  feet  above  the 
sea;  and  they  flank  the  summit  of  the 
Hacken  Pass. 


A^oining  the  Parish  Chvurch^  a  mo- 
dem building,  finished  in  1774,  is  a 
small  Gothic  chapel,  called  Kerker^ 
erected,  according  to  tradition,  at  a 
time  when  admission  to  the  church 
was  denied  the  people  by  a  ban  of  ex- 
communication from  the  Pope.  It 
was  built  in  neat  haste,  half  of  it 
within  three  £iys,  and  the  mass  was 
secretly  administered  within  it. 

In  tne  Cemetery  of  the  parish  church 
is  the  grave  of  Aloys  Keding,  the  pa- 
triotic leader  (Landeshauptman)  of 
the  Swiss  against  the  French  Repub- 
licans, in  1 7  98.  **  Cuj  us  nomen  summit 
laus,"  says  his  epitaph. 

The  Raikhaust  a  building  of  no  great 
antiquity  nor  beauty,  in  which  the 
Council  of  the  canton  holds  its  sittings, 
is  decorated  with  portraits  of  43  Lan-? 
dammen,  and  a  painting  representing 
the  events  of  the  early  Swiss  history. 

The  Arsenal  contains  banners  taken 
by  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten,  and 
others  borne  by  them  in  the  battles  of 
Laupen,  Sempach,  Kappel,  Morat, 
&c. ;  also  a  consecrated  standard  pre- 
sented by  Pope  Julius  IL  to  the 
Schwytzers. 

The  Archiv  (record-office)  is  a  tower 
of  rough  masonry  several  stories  high, 
and  was  probably  once  a  castle;  its 
walls  are  remarkably  thick,  and  be* 
neath  it  are  dungeons. 

Schwytz  possesses  a  Capuchin  con* 
vent,  and  a  iJominlcan  nunnery,  found* 
ed  in  1287.  A  Jesuit  convent  and 
Ch.,  built  1847,  on  the  hill,  has  never 
been  occupied. 

Model  ox  the  valley  of  Muotta,  illus- 
trating the  French  and  Russian  cam- 
paign at  M.  Schindlem's. 

Diligences  to  Lucerne,  Ziiricb,  Rich- 
terschwyl,  Einsiedeln,  St.  Gall,  and 
Glarus. 

The  Schwytzers  first  became  known 
in  Europe  about  the  year  1200,  in  a 
dispute  which  the  natives  of  this  dis- 
trict had  vrith  the  tenants  of  the 
monks  of  Einsiedeln.  The  holy  Fa- 
thers, concealing  from  the  Emperor 
the  very  existence  of  snch  a  race  as 
the  men  of  Schwytz,  had  obtained 
from  him  a  ?rant  of  their  possessions, 
as  waste  and  unoccupied  lands.  The 
Schwytzers,    however,  were  able   to 
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maintain  their  own  property  by  their 
own  swords,  nntil  at  length  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  n.  confirmed  to  them 
their  rights. 

The  name  Swiss  ^Schwytzer)  was 
first  given  to  the  innabitants  of  the 
three  Forest  cantons  after  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  their  earliest  victory,  in 
which  tne  men  of  Schwytz  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  prominently  distin- 
guished themselves  above  the  others. 

At  Iback,  a  village  on  the  Muotta 
(through  which  the  road  to  Brunnen 
passes),  may  be  seen  the  place  of  as- 
semblage where  the  Cantons-Landes- 
Gemeinde — consisting  of  all  the  male 
citizens  of  the  canton — formerly  met 
in  the  open  air  to  choose  their  magis- 
trates, from  the  Landammans  down 
to  the  lowest  oflicer.  Here  they  used 
to  deliberate  and  vote  on  the  affairs 
of  the  state,  decide  on  peace  or  war, 
form  alliances,  or  despatch  embassies 
— a  singular  example  of  universal 
suffrage  and  the  legislation  of  the 
masses.  The  business  was  opened  by 
prayer,  and  by  the  whole  assembly 
Kneeling,  and  taking  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  legislative  duties. 
According  to  the  Constitution  of  1833, 
the  General  Assemblies  of  the  canton 
are  now  held  at  Rothenthum,  on  the 
road  to  Fiinsiedeln.  At  present  the 
meeting  of  the  Circle  only  is  held 
here. 


ROUTE  18. 


THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNB.   LaCERNE  TO 

FLUELEN.     {See  Map,  p.  51). 

Steamers  5  times  a  day  (1863)  be- 
tween Lucerne  and  Fliielen  (26  Eng. 
m.)  and  back — to  Weggis  in  J  hr.— 
Beckenried  in  \i  hr.— Gersau  in  1  f  hr. 
— Brunnen,  2^  hrs. — Fliielen  in  3  hrs. 
Fare — Ist  class,  4  fr.  60,  to  Fliielen. 
Return-tickets  for  3  days  6  fr.  Pas- 
sengers for  Schwyz  and  for  the  St. 
Gotthard  line  are  booked  on  board. 

The  scale  of  charges  for  conveying 
carriages,  including  embarking,  is 
fixed  by  tariff  in  the  Indicateur. 

Boats  may  be  hired  at  all  the  ports 
on  the  lake,  and  are  convenient  when 
the  steamer's  time  is  not  suitable.  The 
charges  are  fixed  by  tariff,  which  may 
be  seen  at  the  inns,  but  the  men'  ex- 
pect a  bonnemain. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  daneers 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  arising  m>m 
storms:  sudden  and  tempestuous  winds 
no  doubt  do  sometimes  occur  ;  but  the 
boatmen  can  always  foresee  the  ap* 
proach  of  a  storm,  and  are  very  care- 
ful not  to  subject  themselves  to  any 
risk.  The  clumsy  flat-bottomed  boats 
are  only  fit  for  the  dead  calm  which 
eenerally  prevails,  and  would  be  use- 
less if  tnere  was  often  bad  weather ; 
yet  instances  of  accidents  are  hardly 
known — either  the  boatmen  will  not 
stir  out,  or  put  into  shore,  which  is 
always  near,  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  bad  weather.  Those  who 
trust  themselves  on  the  lake  in  boats 
should  implicitly  follow  the  advice  of 
the  boatmen,  and  not  urge  them  to 
venture  when  disincli|ied,  neither  they 
nor  their  boats  being  fit  for  bad 
weather. 

The  rcinds  on  the  lake  are  singularly 
capricious  and  variable,  blowing  at  the 
same  dme  from  opposite  quarters  of 
the  compass  in  different  parts  of  it, 
so  that  tne  boatmen  say  that  there  is 
a  new  wind  behind  every  promontory. 
The  most  violent  is  the  S.  wmd,  or  Fohn, 
which  occasionally  rushes  so  furiously 
down  the  bay  of  Uri  as  to  prevent  the 
progress  of  any  row-boat,  and  renders 
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it  difficult  for  eyen  a  steamer  to 
loake  headway.  During  fine  weather, 
in  summer,  the  north  wind  hlows 
alon^  the  bay  of  Uri  fh>m  ten  to  three 
or  four,  after  which  it  dies  away,  and 
ia  suooeeded  by  the  S.  wind.  The 
boatmen, in  comingfrom  Lucerne, en- 
deavour to  reach  JBliielen  before  the 
wind  turns. 

The  Lake  of  Lucerne^  or  of  the  Four 
Forest  Ccadona  (Vier-Waldstadter- 
See),  so  called  firom  the  cantons  of 
Uri,  Unterwalden,  Schwytz,  and  Lu- 
cerne, which  exdusiVlily  form  its 
shores,  is  distinguished  above  eyery 
lake  in  Switzerland,  and  perhaps  in 
Borope,  by  the  beauty  and  sublime 
eranoeur  of  its  scenery.  It  is  hardly 
kas  interesting  from  the  historical 
recollections  connected  with  it.  Its 
shores  are  a  classic  reeion — the  sanc- 
tuary of  liberty  ;  on  them  took  place 
thoee  memoraole  events  which  gave 
freedom  to  Switzerland  —  here  the 
first  Confiederacy  was  formed ;  and, 
above  all,  its  borders  were  the  scene 
of  the  heroic  deeds  and  signal  ven- 
geance of  William  Tell,  on  which 
account  they  are  sometimes  called 
Tail's  Country. 

The  lake  lies  at  a  height  of  1406  ft 
above  the  sea-level :  it  is  of  very  ir- 
regular shape,  assuming,  neair  its  W. 
extremity,  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
various  bays,  branching  in  different 
directions,  are  navigatM  by  separate 
lines  of  steamers,  and  are  each  named 
after  the  chief  town  or  vUla^  situated 
on  them :  thus  theW.  branch  isproperly 
the  lake  of  Lucerne ;  then  come  the 
bays  of  Alpnach  on  the  S.,  Kiissnacht 
on  the  N.,  Buochs,  stretching  E.  and 
W.  ;  and  lastly,  the  bay  of  Uri,  run- 
ning N.  and  S.,  entirely  enclosed 
urithin  the  mountains  of  that  canton. 

Quitting  Lucerne,  the  steamboat 
soon  arrives  abreast  of  a  promontory 
on  the  L,  called  Mejj^gennom,  close 
off  which  lies  a  small  island,  the  only 
one  in  the  lake.  A  Frenchman,  the 
Abb6  BeynaJ,  took  upon  himself  to 
raise  upon  it  a  monument  to  the 
founder  of  Swiss  liberty  ;  it  consisted 
of  a  wooden  obelisk,  painted  to  look 
like  granite,  with  Tell's  apple  and 
arrow  on  the  top.    This  gingerbread 


memorial  of  vanity  and  bad  taste  was 
luckily  destroyed  by  lightning.  Thus 
far  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  undu- 
lating hills,  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
dottea  with  houses  and  villas — a  smil- 
ing scene  to  which  the  dark  ridge 
of  Pilatus  adds  a  solitary  feature  of 
grandeur.  After  doubling  the  cape 
of  the  Meggenhom,  the  bay  of  Kuss« 
nacht  opens  out  on  the  X,  that  of 
Alpnach  on  the  rt.,  and  the  traveller 
finds  himself  in  the  centre  of  the 
cross  or  transept  (so  to  call  it)  of  the 
lake.  From  this  point  Mount  Pilate 
is  seen  to  great  advantage — clouds 
and  darkness  almost  invariably  rest 
upon  his  head,  and  his  serrated  ridee 
and  gloomy  sides  have  a  sullen  air  m 
the  midst  of  the  sunny  and  cheerful 
landscape  around.  The  superstitions 
connected  with  this  mountain  are 
mentioned  in  Rte.  16. 

Looking  up  the  bay  of  Kiissnacht 
the  ruined  castle  of  Keu  Habsburg  is 
seen  on  the  1.  perched  on  a  cliff ;  and, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  village 
of  Kiissnacht,  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
counts  of  that  name.  The  colossal 
mass  of  the  Rigi  occupies  the  other 
side  of  the  bay.  Its  sides  are  girt 
with  forests,  oelow  which  runs  a 
fringe  of  fields  and  gardens,  dotted 
with  cottages  ;  while,  above,  it  is 
clothed  to  its  very  summit  with  ver- 
dant pastures,  feeding  a  hundred 
flocks; — an  agreeable  contrast  to  his 
opposite  neighbour  Filate. 

After  weathering  the  promontory 
of  Tanaenburg,  a  spur  or  buttress  de- 
scending from  the  Rigi,  the  village  of 
Weggia  appears  in  sight :  it  is  the 
usual  port  of  embarkation  for  travel- 
lers returning  from  the  Rig^,  and  may 
be  reached  in  about  an  hour  from  Lu- 
cerne. The  high  precipices  opposite 
Weggis  belong  to  canton  Unterwalden, 
but  tne  narrow  ledge  of  meadow  at 
their  base  is  in  canton  Lucerne. 

Two  rocky  headlands  projecting 
from  the  Rigi  on  one  side,  and  the 
Burgenburg  on  the  other —  signifi- 
canUy  called  the  Noses  (Nasen) — now 
appear  to  close  up  the  lake  ;  but  as 
the  boat  advances,  a  narrow  strait, 
not  more  than  1^  m.  wide,  is  disclosed 
between  them.    Once  through  these 
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narrows,  and  the  noses  seem  to  have 
oyerlapped  each  other,  and  the  tra- 
veller enters,  as  it  were,  a  new  lake 
shut  out  by  high  mountains  from  that 
which  he  has  traversed  before.  This 
oval  basin  is  called  the  Ouif  of  Buochs, 
from  the  little  village  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  on  its  S.  shore,  behind 
which  rise  two  grand  mountains,  the 
Buochser  and  Stanser-Hom. 

Beckenried  {Inn :  Sonne  ;  Mond  ; 
Krone;  Adler),  a  very  thriving  place, 
many  houses  in  construction,  was 
once  the  place  of  assembly  of  the 
council  of  the  4  cantons.  The  steamers 
here  land  passengers  bound  for  Buochs 
(3  m.)  or  Stcmz  (6  ul).  Carriages 
may  be  hired  here,  and  there  is  an 
omnibus  daily  for  Longem  and  the 
Brunig  (Rte.  19). 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  from  Beck- 
enried to  Griitli,  by  a  charming  path, 
leading  in  2^  hrs.  by  Emetten,  'the 
Seelis-see  and  the  village  of  Seelis- 
berg.  A  splendid  view  of  the  lake 
from  the  top  of  the  ascent  between 
Beckenried  and  Emetten. 

On  the  opposite  shore,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Rigi,  nestles  the  little  village 
Oersctu  —  (/nii  and  Pension:  Sonne, 
small,  but  clean^ — which,  with  the 
Fmall  strip  of  cultivated  and  meadow 
land  behind  it,  formed,  for  four  cen- 
turies, an  independent  state,  undoubt- 
edly the  smallest  in  civilized  Europe. 

\\A  entire  territory  consisted  of  a 
slope  leaning  affainst  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  produced  probably  by  the 
earth  and  rubbish  washed  down  from 
above,  by  two  mountain  -  torrents 
breaking  out  of  ravines  behind  it. 
The  whole  extent  of  land  cannot  mea- 
sure more  than  S  m.  by  2,  which 
would  make  a  very  small  parish  in 
England ;  scarcely  an  acre  of  it  is 
level  ground,  but  it  is  covered  with 
orchards,  and  supports  a  population 
of  1348  souls,  dwelling  in  174  houses, 
82  of  which  form  the  village. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  people  of 
Gersau  bought  their  freedom  irom  a 
state  of  villenage  in  1890,  with  a  sum 
of  690  lbs.  of  pfennings,  scraped  to- 
gether after  10  years  of  hard  toil,  to 
satisfy  the  Lords  of  Moos,  citizens  of 
Lucerne,  whose  serfs  they  had  pre- 


viously been.  They  maintained  their 
independence  apart  from  any  other 
canton,  and  governed  by  a  landam- 
man  and  council,  chosen  from  amone 
themselves,  until  the  French  occupied 
Switzerland  in  1798,  since  which  they 
have  been  united  with  the  canton 
Schwytz.  Though  Qersau  possessed 
a  criminal  jurisdiction  of  its  own,  to^ 
gether  with  a  gallows  still  left  stand- 
ing, no  instance  of  a  capital  execution 
occurred  during  the  whole  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  state. 

There  is  softiething  very  pleasing 
in  the  aspect  of  Gersau  on  the  margin 
of  its  qmet  cove,  shrouded  in  orchards 
and  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
by  the  precipices  of  the  Rigi ;  for, 
although  there  is  a  path  hence  to 
Brunnen,  and  another  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  they  are  difficult  and 
little  used.  Its  picturesque,  broad- 
brimmed  cottages  are  scattered  among 
the  fields  and  chesnut  woods  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  the  slopes ;  some 
perched  on  sloping  lawns,  so  steep  that 
they  seem  likely  to  slip  into  the  lake. 
A  road  has  been  made  from  Gersau 
along  the  lake  to  Brunnen,  and  a  path 
leads  up  the  Rigi  by  the  Rigi  Sckei- 
deck  Inn  (Rte.  15V 

The  steamer  calls  off  Gersau,  which 
is  reached  in  1|  hr.  from  Lucerne. 
As  soon  as  it  is  left  behind,  the  sin- 
gular bare  peaks  of  the  Mythen 
TMitres)  start  up  into  view, — at  their 
root  the  town  of  Schwjrtz  is  built,  3  m. 
inland,  and  in  front  of  them  stands 
the  village  of 

Brunnen  —  (/fins ;  Golden  Adler ; 
Cheval  Blanc ;  the  Pension  Auf  der 
Mauer,  at  Gutsch,  is  well  spoken  of, 
as  afibrdlng  quiet,  cottage  accommoda- 
tion, and  ^kkI  cooking) — the  bustling 
port  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  built  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Muotta.  Its  position 
in  reference  to  the  surrounding  scenery 
is  one  of  the  most  fortunate  on  the 
lake,  commanding  a  view  along  two 
of  its  finest  reaches.  Mt.  Pilatus  is 
well  seen  from  this.  The  warehouse, 
called  Bust,  bears  on  its  outer  walls 
a  rude  painting  of  the  three  Con- 
federates, to  commemorate  the  first 
alliance  which  was  formed  on  this 
spot  between  the  Forest  Cantons  in 
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1315,  after  the  battle  of  Morgarten. 
Aloys  Kedinghere  raised  the  standard 
of  revolt  against  the  French  in  1798. 
[Those  who  intend  to  ascend  the 
Kigi  from  this,  usually  take  a  char  to 
Goldau    (charge    9   firs.)  :  —  for  pe- 
destrians there  is  a  shorter  footpath 
frooi  Lowerta  (see  Rte.   17).     The 
Stoss,  2^  hrs.  to  the  S.E.  of  Brunnen, 
and  especially  the  Frohnalp,  1}  hr. 
&  from  the  Stoss,  command  magnifi- 
cent views.    The  Frohnalp  Pension  is 
nearly  opposite  Seelisberg;  it  is  ele- 
rated  ana  ainr.] 

Diligences  for  St.  Gall,  Einsiedeln, 
and  Zug. 

Opposite  Brnnnen,  the  lake  of  the 
Pour  Cantons  changes  at  once  its  di- 
rection and  its  character.    Along  the 
bay  of  Uri,  or  of  Fliielen  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  it  stretches  nearly  N. 
and  S.    Its  borders  are  perpendicular, 
and  almost  uninterrupted  precipices  ; 
the  basements  and  buttresses  of  co- 
lossal mountains,  higher  than  any  of 
those     which    overlook     the    other 
branches  of  the  lake;  and  their  snowy 
summits  peer  down  from  above  the 
clouds,  or  through  the  gullies  in  their 
sides,  upon  the  dark  g^ulf  below.    At 
the  point  of  the  promontory,  opposite 
Brunnen,  stands  a  small  mn,  called 
Treib,  with   a  little  haven  in  front, 
in  which  boats    often   take   shelter. 
The  small  village  of  Seelisberg  stands 
on  the  8lox)e  of  the  mountain  above 
Treib ;   just  beyond   which    is    the 
popular  Pension  (and  Curhaus)   of 
^onnenberg,  1  hr.  from  Treib,  2J  hrs. 
fiNom  Beckenried,  and  by  a  steep  climb 
of  i  hr.  from  Grutli.     It  is  about 
1300  feet  above  the  lake,  and  is  filled 
to  overflowing   during    the    season. 
New  milk  every  mommg  at  6.    Son- 
nenberg  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
brow    of  a   precipice,    immediately 
under  the  Oberbauen  or  Seelisbei|;er 
Kulm  (3  hrs.   ascent),  and  the  Uri 
Bothstock,  and  looks  directly  down 
on  the  bright  waters  of  the  lake.    It 
is  surrounded  by  fragrant  fir- woods, 
and  many  pretty  walks  lead  from  it. 
One  may  bathe  in  the  lake  of  Seelis- 
bei^.  Panorama  from  the  Seelisberger 
KuSn,    practicable    for    good    lady 
walkers,  is  first  class.     There  is  a 


footpath  from  Treib  to  Pluelen  over 
the  mountains  by  Seelisberg,  Bauen, 
Isenthal,  and  Seedorf.  There  is  a 
similar  and  eaually  difficult  path  from 
Schwyts  to  Morsebach,  Sisikon  (or 
Sissigen),  Tellenruth,  to  Altorf,  which 
was  nevertheless  traversed  by  the 
French  General  Lecourbe,  witn  his 
army,  in  pursuit  of  Suwarrow,  in  the 
night,  by  torchlight,  in  1799.  The 
want  of  Doats  to  transport  his  forces 
across  the  lake  compelled  him  to  this 
daring  exploit.  On  turning  the  comer 
of  the  promontory  of  Treib,  a  singular 
rock,  called  Wytenstein,  rising  like  an 
obelisk  out  of  the  water,  is  passed,  and 
the  bay  of  Uri,  in  all  its  stupendous 
g^ndeur,  bursts  into  view. 

*'It  is  upon  this  that  the  superiority 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  all  other 
lakes,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  scenes 
upon  earth,  depends.  The  vast  moun- 
tains rising  on  every  side  and  closing 
at  the  end,  with  their  rich  clothing  of 
wood,  the  sweet  soft  spots  of  ver£int 
pasture  scattered  at  their  feet,  and 
sometimes  on  their  breast,  and  the 
expanse  of  water,  unbroken  by  islands, 
and  almost  undisturbed  by  any  signs  of 
living  men,  make  an  impression  whi6h 
it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt  to  con- 
vey by  words.** — Sir  James  Mackintosh, 

After  passing  the  Wy tenstein  about 
a  mile,  tne  precipices  recede  a  Httle, 
leaving  a  small  ledge,  formed  by  earth 
fallen  from  above,  and  sloping  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  A  few  walnut 
and  chesnut  trees  have  here  taken 
root,  and  the  small  space  of  level 
ground  is  occupied  by  a  meadow  con- 
spicuous amone  tne  surrounding 
woods  from  the  brightness  of  its  ver- 
dure. This  is  Grutli  or  Mtli,  the 
spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  the 
rendezvous  of  the  3  founders  of  Swiss 
freedom,  —  Werner  Stauffacher,  of 
Steinen,  in  Schwytz  ;  Emi  (Arnold) 
an  der  Halden,  of  Melchthal,  in  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  Walter  Furst,  of  At- 
tinghansen,  in  Uri.  These  **  honest 
conspirators'*  met  in  secret  in  the 
dead  of  night,  on  this  secluded  spot, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1307,  to  form 
the  plan  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  oppression  of  their  Austrian 
governors.    They  here  **  swore  to  b^ 
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faithful  to  each  other,  but  to  do  no 
wrong  to  the  Count  of  Habsburg,  and 
not  to  maltreat  his  governors." 

**  These  poor  mountaineers,  in  the 
14th  cent.,  furnish,  perhaps,  the  only 
example  of  insurgents  wno,  at  the 
moment  of  revolt,  bind  themselves  as 
sacredly  to  be  just  and  merciful  to 
their  oppressors  as  to  be  fctithful  to 
each  otner  ;**  and,  we  ma^  add,  who 
carried  out  their  intentions.  The 
scheme  thus  concerted  was  carried 
into  execution  on  the  following  new 
year's  day  ;  and  such  was  the  origin 
of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

According  to  popular  belief,  which 
everywhere  in  Switzerland  connects 
political  events  with  notions  of  reli- 
eion,  the  oath  of  the  Grutli  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  miracle,  and  3  springs 
gushed  forth  from  the  spot  upon  which 
the  3  confederates  had  stood.  In  token 
of  this  every  stranger  is  conducted  to 
a  little  hut  built  over  the  3  sources  of 
pure  water,  and  is  invited  to  drink 
out  of  them  to  the  memory  of  the  3 
founders  of  Swiss  freedom*  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  3  sources  are  not 
merely  1  split  into  3  ;  but  few  would 
search  to  aetect  **  the  pious  fraud.** 

The  view  from  Griitli  is  deliehtful. 
A  small  scar  may  be  observed  from 
hence  on  the  face  of   the  opposite 

Erecipice  of  the  Frohnalpstock,  formed 
y  the  fall  of  a  piece  of  rock.  The 
fragment  which  has  left  such  a  trifling 
blemish  was  about  1200  ft.  wide ; 
when  it  fell  it  raised  such  a  wave  on 
the  lake  as  overwhelmed  5  houses  of 
the  village  of  Sissigen,  distant  1  mile, 
and  1 1  of  its  inhabitants  were  drowned. 
The  swell  was  felt  at  Lucerne,  more 
than  20  miles  off. 

The  immediate  shores  of  the  bay 
of  Uri  are  utterly  pathless,  since,  for 
the  most  part,  its  sides  are  precipices, 
descending  vertically  into  the  water, 
without  an  inch  of  foreground  be- 
tween. Here  and  there  a  small  sloping 
ledge  intervenes,  as  at  Griitli,  and  on 
one  or  two  other  spots  room  has  been 
found  for  a  scanty  group  of  houses,  as 
at  Sisikon,  Bauen,  Isleten,  &c.  The 
strata  are  singularly  contorted  in 
many  places. 
A  htUe  shelf,  or  platform,  at  the 


foot  of  the  Achsenburg,  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  lake,  called  the  2'ellen^ 
Platte,  is  occupied  by  Tell's  Chapel, 
and  may  be  reached  in  }  hr.  by  boat 
from  Griitli.  Here,  according  to  the 
tradition.  Tell  sprang  on  shore  out 
of  the  boat  in  which  Gessler  was  car^ 
ryin^  him  a  prisoner  to  the  dungeon 
of  Kiissnacht  (Rte.  15\  when  the 
sudden  storm  on  the  lake  compelled 
him  to  remove  Tell's  fetters,  in  order 
to  avail  himself  of  his  skill  as  steers- 
man :  thus  affording  the  captive  an 
opportunity  to  escape.  The  chapel, 
an  open  arcade  lined  with  rude  and 
faded  paintings,  representing  the 
events  of  the  delivery  of  Switzerland, 
was  erected  by  canton  Uri  in  1388, 
only  31  years  after  Tell's  death,  and 
in  the  presence  of  114  persons  who 
had  known  him  personally — a  strong 
testimony  to  prove  that  the  events  of 
his  life  are  not  a  mere  romance. 
Once  a  year,  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  Ascension,  mass  is  said  and  a 
sermon  preached  in  the  chapel,  which 
is  attended  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  who  repair  hither 
in  boats,  forming  an  aquatic  pro- 
cession. 

The  murder  of  Gessler  by  Tell, 
notwithstanding  the  provocation,  was 
a  stain  on  the  Swiss  revolution, 
marked  as  it  was  equally  by  the  just 
necessity  which  led  to  it  and  the  wise 
moderation  which  followed  it,  in  pre- 
venting the  shedding  of  blood,  so 
that  even  the  tyrannical  iMiiliffs  of  the 
Emperor  were  conducted  unharmed 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  there  set  free:  an  act  of  forbear- 
ance the  more  surprising  considering 
that  many  of  the  Swiss  leaders  were 
smarting  under  personal  wrongs  in- 
flicted by  these  BaHifib  or  Zwing* 
Herm. 

Tell,  acting  by  the  impulse  of  his 
individual  wrongs,  had  well  nigh 
marred  the  designs  of  the  confede- 
rates by  precipitating  events  before 
the  plan  was  properly  matured.  Yet 
there  is  something  so  spirit-stirring 
in  the  history  of  '*  the  mountain 
Brutus,"  that  there  is  no  doubt  the 
mere  narration  of  it  contributed  as 
much  towards  the  success  of  the  in- 
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sarreotion  and  tlie  fireedom  of  Switzer- 
land, bj  roudng  the  minds  of  a  whole 
people,  aa  the  deep  and  well-concerted 
scheine  of  the  3  conspirators  of  GriitlL 
It  ought  to  be  addea  that  there  have 
been  fierce  disputes  as  to  the  existence 
of  Tell,  and  that  a  similar  story  is  re- 
lated as  haying  occnrred  m  Denmark 
to  one  Toko  in  the  10th  cent. 

The  view  from  Tell's  chapel  is  ex- 
oeedinglj  fine.     The  following  are 
the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh 
on   this  scene: — **  The  combination 
of  what  is  grandest  in  nature,  with 
whatever  is  pure  and  sublime  in  hu- 
man conduct,  affected  me  in  this  pas- 
sage  (along  the  lake)  more  power- 
f  ufiy  than  any  scene  which  I  had  ever 
seen.     Perhaps  neither  Greece  nor 
Borne  would  have  had  such  power 
ov^r  me.    They  are  dead.    The  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  a  new  race,  who 
r^;ard  with  little  or  no  feeling  the 
memorials  of  former  ages.     This  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  place  in  our  globe 
where  deeds  of  pure  virtue,  ancient 
enough  to  be  venerable,  are  conse- 
cratra  by  the  religion  of  the  people, 
and   continue    to  command  interest 
and  reverence.    No  local  superstition 
so  beautiful  and  so  moral  anywhere 
exists.    The  inhabitants  of  Thermo- 
pyUe  or  Marathon  know  no  more  of 
inese  famous  spots  than  that  they  are 
so  many  square  feet  of  earth.    Eng- 
land is  too   exteilluve  a  country  to 
make  Bunnymede  an  object  of  na- 
tional affection.     In  countries  of  in- 
dustry and  wealth  the  stream  of  events 
sweeps  away  these  old  remembrances. 
The  solitude  of  the  Alps  is  a  sanc- 
tuary destined  for  the  monuments  of 
ancient   virtue ;    Griitli    and    Tell's 
chapel  are  as  much  reverenced  by  the 
Aipine  peasants  as  Mecca  by  a  devout 
Musselman ;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
3  ancient  cantons  met,  so  late  as  the 
year  1715,  to  renew  their  allegiance 
and  their  oaths  of  eternal  union." 

The  depth  of  the  lake,  opposite 
Tell's  chapel,  is  800  ft  After  round- 
ing the  cape  on  which  it  stands,  Flii- 
elen  appears  in  view.  On  the  W. 
shore  the  valley  of  Isenthal  opens 
out;  terminated  by  the  grand  snowy 
peaks  of  the  Uri  Rothstock  on  one  side. 


while  in  the  centre  the  vista  is  closed 
by  the  grand  conical  peak  of  the 
Bristenstoclu 

The  UH  Roihstocky  for  its  height, 
10,376  ft,  is  one  of  the  easiest  moun- 
tains in  Switzerland.  Those  who  wish 
to  ascend  it  may  take  a  boat  from 
Brunnen  or  Fliielen  tolsileten,  whence 
it  is  5  m.  to  Isenthal^  at  which  place 
there  is  tolerable  accommodation  for 
the  nijE^ht.  Next  morning  start  with 
one  of  the  Imfangers  as  a  guide  (5  fr. 
for  each  person),  and  return  at  night 

Fluelen^  the  port  of  the  canton  Uri, 
may  be  reached  by  steam  in  20  mi- 
nutes from  Tell's  cbapeL  Here  begins 
the  carriage-road  over  the  St  Go- 
thard.    (Kte.  34.) 

Omnibus  from  Altorf  to  meet  the 
steamer. 


ROUTE  19. 

THE    PASS   OF  THE   BRilNIG. —  LUCERNE 
TO  METEINGEN  OR  BRTENZ. 
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A  good  carriage-road  has  been 
made  across  the  Brunig:  its  beauties 
are  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  former 
path.     {See  Map,  p.  51.) 

From  Lucerne,  steamer  to  Stanstad 
35  min.;  on  to  Alpnacht,  20  min., 
55  min.  in  all;  fare  2  fr.  Diligence 
from  Alpnacht  over  to  Brunig,  to 
Brienz,  &c.  Passengers  booked  on 
board  the  steamer,  or  at  the  post-office. 
Lucerne.  X<eaving  Lucerne  in  the 
morning,  Brienz  is  reached  by  the 
diligence  in  time  for  the  steamers  to 
Interlaken,  and  thence  by  the  rly. 
on  to  Berne. 

From  Lucerne  the  traveller  by 
water  proceeds  through  a  strait  be- 
tween we  village  of  Stanzstad  on  the 
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L  and  the  spur  of  the  Pihttiu,  called 
Lopper,  on  the  rt.,  into  that  beautiful 
ana  retired  gulf  of  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  called  the  Lake  of  Alp- 
nach.  The  castle  of  Rotzberg,  on  its 
£.  shore,  is  remarkable  as  the  first 
stronghold  of  the  Austrians  of  which 
the  Swiss  confederates  gained  posses- 
sion on  New-year's  day,  1308.  One  of 
the  party,  the  accepted  lover  of  a  dam- 
sel within  the  castle,  being,  according 
to  the  practice  of  Swiss  lovers  even  at 
the  present  time,  admitted  by  a  ladder 
of  ropes  to  a  midnight  interview  with 
his  mistress,  a  nrl  living  within  its 
walls,  succeeded  in  introducing,  in 
the  same  way,  20  of  his  companions, 
who  found  no  difficulty  in  surprising 
and  overpowering  the  garrison.  The 
loves  of  J iigeli  and  Anneli  have,  from 
that  day  forth,  been  celebrated  in 
Swiss  song.  A  series  of  simultaneous 
risings  in  other  parts  of  the  Forest 
Cantons  proved  equally  successful, 
and  in  24  hours  the  country  was  freed 
from  the  Austrian  rule. 

Stanxstad  {Inns:  Zum  Winkelried; 
Bossli)  is  a  small  village  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  immMiately  op- 

fosite  Winkel,  under  the  Botzberg. 
t  is  distinguished  by  its  tall  watch- 
tower,  5  centuries  old.  In  1315,  a 
little  before  the  battle  of  Morg^rten, 
a  vessel  laden  with  Austrian  par- 
tisans was  crushed  and  swamped  by 
a  millstone  hurled  from  the  top  of 
this  tower. 

An  embankment  has  been  thrown 
over  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  Alpnach 
arm  of  the  lake,  with  a  bridge  (Achen- 
brucke)  in  the  centre,  which  can  be 
raised  to  let  the  steamer  pass,  between 
Stanzstad  and  the  Lopper.  Omnibus 
daily,  Stanzstad  to  Beckenried. 

Oestad,  or  AIpnach'am-Gestad,  at  the 
S.  end  of  the  bay  (1^  hr.  from  Winkel) 
(^Fnn:  Cheval  Blanc — not  good),  is 
the  principal  port  for  travellers  going 
to  or  coming  from  the  Briinig.  A 
1-horse  char  to  Lungem  costs  12  fr. 
and  drink-money  1  fr.;  a  2-hor8e  car- 
riage 20  fr.  and  2  fr.  drink-money. 

The  carriage-road  from  Lucerne  to 
Alpnach-am-Grestad  runs  across  the 
promontory  to  Winkel  on  the  lake, 
thence  skirting  it  to  Hergiswyl  (/nn, 


Bossli),  from  which  the  bridle-padi 
ascends  the  Pilatns  to  the  KHmsmhom 
hotel.  It  next  coasts  aronnd  the 
base  of  the  Lopper,  one  of  the  but- 
tresses of  Pilate,  to  the  Achenbrtkcke, 
and  continues  by  the  shore  of  the 
Alpnach  Lake  to  Gestad. 

Alfmach  (Inns:  Hotel  Pilate,  well 
spoken  of,  horses  for  the  ascent  of 
Pilatus     (to     the    BeUevue    Hotel)  ; 
SchlUssel).    It  is  a  scattered  village 
of  1400  Inhab.  at  the   foot   of  the 
Pilatus    (Bte.    17),    which    extends 
1^  mile  from   the  water-side.    The 
extensive  forests  which    clothe   the 
sides  of  that  mountain  belong,  for  the 
most  part,  to  Alpnach,  and  would  be 
a  source  of  wealtn  to  its  inhabitants  if 
they  could  be  got  at  more  easily.    It 
was  vnth  a  view  of  turning  to  account 
the    fine   timber  grovnng    on  spots 
barely  accessible  by  ordinary  means, 
owing  to  their  height  and  the  rug- 
gedness  of  the  ground,  that  the  oele- 
Drated   Slide   of  Alpnach   was    con- 
structed.   This  was  a  trough  of  wood 
formed  of  nearly  30,000  trees,  fast- 
ened together  lengthwise,  5  or  6  feet 
wide  at  the  top,  and  3  or  4  feet  deep, 
extending  from  a  height  of  2500  feet 
down   to  the  water's  edge.    It  was 
planned  and  executed  by  a  skilful 
engineer  from  Wurttemberg,  named 
Bupp.     The  course 'of  this  vast  in- 
clinea  plane  was  in  some  places  cir- 
cuitous; it  was  supported  partly  on 
uprights;  and  thus  was  carried  over 
3  deep  ravines,  and,  in  two  instances, 
passed  underground.    Its  average  de- 
clivity did  not  exceed  1  foot  in  17,  yet 
this  sufficed  to  discharge  a  tree  100 
ft.  long  and  4  ft  in  diameter,  in  the 
short  space  of  6  minutes,  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  trough,  where  it 
was  launched,  into  the  lake  below,  a 
distance  exceeding  8  Eng.  m.    The 
trees    were  previously  prepared    by 
being    stripped    of    their    oranches, 
barked,  ana  rudely  dressed  with  the 
axe.    The  bottom  of  the  trough  was 
kept  constantly  wet  by  allowing  a 
rill  of  water  to  trickle  down  it,  and 
thereby  diminish  the  friction.    Pro- 
fessor Playfair,  who  has  written  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  slide, 
says  that  the  trees  shot  downwards 
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with  a  noise  like  the  roar  of  thunder 
and  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  seemine 
to  shake  the  earth  as  they  pas8e£ 
Though  the  utmost  care  was  taken 
to  remoTO  every  obstacle,  it  sometimes 
happened  that  a  tree  stuck  by  the 
iniyVor.  being  arrested  sodde^y  in 
its  progress,  leaped  or  bolted  out  of 
the  trough  with  a  force  capable  of 
cutting  the  trees  g^wing  at  the  side 
short  o^  and  of  dishing  the  lo^  itself 
to  atoms.  To  prevent  such  accidents, 
watchmen  were  stationed  at  regular 
distances  alonff  the  sides  during  the 
operation  of  discharging  the  wood, 
and  a  line  of  signals,  similar  to  those 
in  use  on  modem  railways,  were 
established,  showing,  by  a  concerted 
signal,  when  anything  went  wrong. 
The  timber,  when  discharged,  was 
collected  on  the  lake  and  floated  down 
the  Beuss  into  the  Rhine,  where  it 
was  formed  into  rafts,  such  as  are 
commonly  met  with  on  that  river, 
and  sold  m  Holland  for  ship-building 
and  other  purposes.  Napoleon  had 
contracted  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
timber,  to  supply  his  dockyards;  but 
the  peace  of  1815,  by  diminishing  the 
demand,  rendered  the  speculation  un- 
profitable, and  the  slide,  having  been 
long  abandoned,  was  taken  down  in 
1819.  Similar  slides,  nearly  as  long, 
are  common  throughout  the  great 
forests  of  the  Tyrol  and  Styria.  (See 
Handbook  for  South  Qermany.)  In  1833 
some  French  speculators  constructed 
a  cart-road  up  the  Pilatus  into  the 
centre  of  its  lorests,  and  the  timber 
squared  or  sawn  into  planks  was 
brought  down  on  the  axle,  drawn  by 
20  or  30  horses  and  oxen. 

The  (7A.  of  Alpnack,  a  handsome 
modem  edifice,  with  a  taper  spire, 
was  built  with  the  timber  brought 
down  by  the  slide. 

In  the  canton  Unterwalden,  which 
we  are  about  to  traverse,  by  an  ancient 
law  every  inhabitant  was  bound  to 
guide  the  stran»3r  who  questions  him 
on  his  way,  without  fee  or  char^. 
The  road  ascends  the  valley  along  Uie 
left  bank  of  the  Aa,  about  6  m.  to 
Somen. 

l^Beckenried  to  the  BrUnig,  Becken- 
ried  is  a  village  of  1400  Inhab.,  beau- 


tifully situated  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
The  Soleil  is  a  good  and  clean  Inn,  It 
can  furnish  chars  or  horses.  The 
steamers  from  Fluelen  land  passen- 
gers at  Beckenried  and  at  Buochs. 

The  char  or  diligence  iroad  runs 
round  the  bay  of  Buochs,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Buochs.  (^Inns : 
Kreutz ;  Krone)  to 

Stanz  —  Inns :  Krone  (Crown)  ; 
Engel  (Angel) — capital  of  the  lower 
division  (ifidwalden)  of  canton  Un- 
terwalden, contains  1870  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Inhab.  It  was  in  the  Ratfihmis 
of  Stanz  that  the  venerable  Swiss 
worthy  Nicolas  Von  der  Flue  appeased 
the  burnin?  dissensions  of  the  con- 
federates, m  1481,  by  his  wise  and 
soothing  counsels.  In  the  existing 
building  there  is  a  picture  represent- 
ing him  taking  leave  of  his  family. 
In  the  market-place  is  a  statue  of 
Arnold  of  Winkelried,  a  native  of 
Stans,  with  'the  "  sheaf  of  spears'*  in 
his  arms.  (See  Rte.  4.)  His  house 
is  also  shown  here,  now  occupied  by  a 
family  named  Kaiser,  that  of  Win- 
kelried being  extinct.  It  is  a  large 
ancient  farm-house,  of  which  one 
portion,  including  a  low  archwajr  with 
groined  entrance  and  dwarf  pillars, 
may  be  as  old  as  the  time  of  Win- 
kelried. The  field  on  which  it  stands 
is  called  in  old  records  **the  mea- 
dow of  Winkelried's  children."  On 
the  outer  walls  of  the  bone-house, 
attached  to  the  handsome  Parish 
Church,  is  a  tablet  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  unfortunate  people  of 
Nidwalden  (386  in  number,  includ- 
ing 102  women  and  25  children)  who 
were  massacred,  in  defending  their 
homes,  by  the  French  in  September, 
1798.  In  that  year  this  division  of 
the  canton  was  the  only  part  of 
Switzerland  which  refused  the  new 
constitution  tyrannically  imposed  on 
it  by  the  French  republic.  The  an- 
cient spirit  of  Swiss  independence, 
fanned  and  excited  by  the  exhort- 
ations of  the  priests  (which  in  this 
instance  must  be  termed  fanatic,  as 
all  resistance  was  hopeless  and  use- 
less), stirred  up  this  ill-fated  com- 
munity to  engage  an  army  ten  times 
greater  than  any  force   they  could 
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oppose  to  it,  and  consisting  of  veteran 
troops.  At  a  time  when  the  larger 
and  more  powerful  cantons  had 
yielded,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
the  brave  but  miss^ided  men  of  Un- 
terwalden  and  Scnwytz  afforded  the 
solitary  proof  that  Swiss  bravery  and 
loye  of  nreedom  were  not  extinct  in 
the  land  of  TeU.  Their  desperate 
resistance,  however,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  fury  of  their  foes.  After 
a  vain  attempt  made  by  the  French  to 
starve  the  Unterwaldeners  into  sub- 
mission, **on  the  3rd  of  September, 
1798,  General  Schauenburg,  the  French 
commander,  directed  a  general  attack 
to  be  made,  by  means  of  boats  from 
Lucerne,  as  well  as  by  the  Oberland. 
Repulsed  with  great  spirit  by  the 
inhabitants,  only  2000  strong,  the 
attack  was  renewed  every  day 
from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  this  last  day,  towards 
two  in  the  afternoon,  new  reinforce- 
ments having  penetrated  by  the  land 
side,  with  neld-pieces,  the  invaders 
forced  their  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the 
people  rushed  on  them  with  very  in- 
rerior  arms.  Whole  families  perished 
together ;  no  quarter  was  given  on 
either  side.  18  young  women  were 
found  among  the  dead,  side  by  side 
with  their  fathers  and  brothers,  near 
the  chapel  of  Winkelried.  63  persons 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church 
of  Stanz  were  slaughtered  there,  with 
the  priest  at  the  altar.  Every  house 
in  tne  open  country,  in  all  600,  was 
burnt  down  ;  Stanz  itself  excepted, 
which  was  saved  by  the  humanity  of 
a  chef  de  brigade.  The  inhabitants 
who  survived  this  day,  wandering  in 
the  mountains  without  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  have  died  during 
the  ensnine  winter  if  they  liad  not  re- 
ceived timely  assistance  from  the  other 
cantons,  from  Germany  and  Enjgland, 
and  from  the  French  army  itself  after 
its  first  fury  was  abated.  — Simond, 

The  attack  upon  Stanzstad  was 
conducted  by  General  Foy,  afterwards 
so  prominent  a  leader  of  the  liberal 
party  in  France.  That  unfortunate 
village  was  totally  consumed. 

Kerns,  a  small  village  7  m.  beyond 


Stanz,  with  a  tolerable  Inn.  The 
pedestrian  may  either  make  a  short 
cut  to  Sachselen  avoiding  Samen,  or 
may  take  a  boat  at  Sarnen  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake  of  Sarnen.  A 
mite  and  a  half  beyond  Kerns  the  road 
from  Beckenried  meets  the  road  from 
Lucerne  at] 

Samen. — (/n»w ;  Samen  Hof ;  Aigle 
d'Or,  fair.)  This  village,  of  3000 
Inhab.,  is  the  capital  of  the  divi- 
sion of  the  canton  called  Obwalden, 
and  the  seat  of  the  Government. 
It  is  pleasingly  situated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  lake  of  Samen,  at 
the  foot  of  an  eminence  called  Lan^ 
denherg,  a  spot  memorable  in  Swiss 
history  as  the  residence  of  the  cruel 
Austrian  bailiff  of  that  name  who  put 
out  the  eyes  of  the  aged  Henry  an 
der  Halden,  father  of  one  of  the  he- 
roes  of  Griitli.  This  act  of  atrocity 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  popu- 
lar mind,  contributing,  with  otner 
events,  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Swiss 
insurrection.  On  New-year's  morn- 
ing, 1308,  20  peasants  of  Obwalden 
repaired  to  the  castle  with  the  cus- 
tomary presents  of  game,  poultry,  &c., 
f(fr  the  seigneur,  who  had  gone  at 
that  hour  to  mass.  Admitted  within 
the  walls,  they  fixed  to  their  staves 
the  pike-heads  which  they  had  con- 
cealed beneath  their  dress,  blew  a 
blast  as  a  signal  to  SO  confederates 
who  lay  in  ambush,  under  the  alders, 
outside  of  the  gate,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion, captured  the  stronghold  almost 
without  resistance.  No  vestige  of  the 
castle  now  remains:  the  terrace  which 
occupies  its  site,  and  commands  a 
most  beantifHil  view,  has  since  1646 
served  for  the  annual  convocations  of 
the  citizens  of  the  canton,  who  meet 
there  to  exercise  the  privileee  of  elect- 
ing their  magistrates.  Adjoining  it 
is  the  public  shooting-house,  for  the 

Eractice  of  rifle  shooting.  The  upper 
alf  of  the  village  was  burnt  some 
years  ago.  The  lower  half  is  very  old; 
and  there  is  a  bridge  across  the  river 
nearly  300  years  old,  constructed,  like 
many  of  the  Swiss  bridges,  on  the 
modem  principle  of  having  the  arch 
above  the  roaaway. 
The  HathhauSf  a  plain  edifice,  not 
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unlike  the  court-house  of  an  English 
county  town,  contains,  in  its  **busi- 
ness-uke  councdl  chambers,"  portraits 
of  the  landammen  from  1381  to  1824. 
**The  artists  hare  been  particularly 
successful  in  delineating  tine  beards. 
There  is  one  picture,  however,  better 
than   the  rest,  of  Nicholas  yon  der 
Tlfie,  one  of  the  worthies  of  Switzer- 
land, more  particularly  respected  in 
this    canton,  where    effigies  of   him 
abound.    He  enjoys  the  rare  reputa- 
tion  of  a  patriot,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  peace-maker,  having  spent  his 
life  in  allaying  the  bitterness  and  dis- 
sensions   between    his    countrymen, 
which,  at  one  time,  threatenod  the 
destruction  of  the  Helvetian  Bepubhc. 
After  an  active   life,  in    which    he 
acquired  a  good  reputation  as  a  soldier 
in  the  field,  and  an  adviser  in  council, 
at  50  years  of  age,  he  retired  from 
the    world    into    the    remote  valley 
of  Melchthal,  where  he  passed  his 
time  as  a  hermit  in  a  humble  cell,  in 
exercises  of  piety.     His  reputation, 
however,  for  wisdom  as  well  as  virtue, 
was  so  high  that  the  counsellors  of 
the  confederacy  flocked  to  him  in  his 
solitude  to  seek  advice,  and  his  sudden 
appearance  before  the  Diet  at  Stanz 
and    his   conciliating   counsels    pre- 
vented the  dissolution  of  the  confe- 
deracy.   After  enjoying  the  respect  of 
men  during  his  Ufetime,  he  was  ho- 
noured after  his  death  (1487)  as  a  saint 
The  valley  of  Samen,  bounded  by 
gently  slopmg  hills,  has  nothmg  Al- 
pine in  its  scenery ;  its  character  is 
quiet,  and  pastoral,  and  pleasing.  The 
successful  experiment  of  letting  off 
the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Lungern  has 
led  to  a  similar  project  of  reducing 
.that  of  Samen,  which  will  probably  be 
O^arried  into  effect  sooner  or  later. 

[The  Storegg  and  Jauchli  passes 
from  Samen  to  Engelberg  are  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  31.] 

The  road  skirting  the  E.  shore  of 
the  lake  traverses  the  pretty  village  of 
Sachselen  {Inns:  Kreutz,  good  ;  En- 
gel,  comfortable.)  Within  the  Parish 
Chirchf  Nicholas  von  der  Flue,  the 
jiermit  and  saint,  is  interred.  His 
bones  lie,  but  do  not  repose,  in  a 
|1ass  case  above  the  high  altar,  the 


shutters  of  which  are  opened  for  tra- 
vellers, and  are  also  withdrawn  at 
stated  seasons  in  order  to  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  crowds  of  pilgrims  who 
repiur  hither  to  pay  their  vows  to  the 
samt  Within  the  ribs,  where  the  heart 
was,  there  is  now  a  jewelled  cross,  and 
from  the  breast  hang  several  military 
orders  gained  by  natives  of  Unterwal- 
den  in  military  service,  but  offered  up  to 
the  use  of  the  dead  saint,  who  is  known 
to  the  peasants  by  the  name  of  Bruder 
Klaus.  There  is  a  wooden  figure  in 
the  transept,  clothed  with  the  saint's 
veritable  robes.  The  walls  are  lined, 
by  devotees,  with  votive  tablets  offered 
to  the  shrine  of  SL  Nicholas,  record- 
ing miracles  supposed  to  have  been 
performed  by  him. 

The  village  Oyswyl  was  half  swept 
away  in  1629  by  an  inundation  of 
the  torrent  Lauibach,  which  brought 
so  much  rubbish  into  the  valley  as 
to  dam  up  the  waters  of  the  Aa.  A 
lake,  thus  created,  lasted  for  130 
years,  when  it  was  finally  let  off 
by  an  artificial  canal  into  tne  lake  of 
Sarnen. 

[The  summit  of  the  Eothhom,  cele- 
brated for  its  view,  may  be  reached  in 
6  hours  from  Gyswyl;  the  path,  at 
least  for  the  first  3  hours,  is  good;  the 
descent  into  the  valley  above  Sorenberg 
is  not  so  good.    (See  Rte.  25  e.)] 

The  steep  ascent  of  the  KaiserstvJU 
requires  to  be  surmounted  before  the 
road  reaches  a  higher  platform  in  the 
valley  occupied  by  the  Lake  of  Lungern. 

This  lake  was  formerly  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  embowered  in  woods 
sweeping  down  to  its  margin,    and 

Sartly  enclosed  by  steep  banks.  The 
wellers  on  its  shores,  less  influenced 
by  admiration  of  its  picturesqueness 
than  by  the  prospect  of  enriching 
themselves  in  the  acquisition  of  500 
acres  of  good  land,  previously  buried 
under  water,  tapped  it  a  few  years 
ago,  lowering  its  surface  b^'  about  120 
feet,  and  reducing  its  dimensions — 
and  thereby  its  beauty — by  nearly  one 
half. 

The  cost  of  this  enterprise  was 
51,826  f.  (5000/.)  and  19,000  days' 
labour  performed  by  the  peasants. 


70 


BOUTE  20. — SABNEN  TO  ENGELBERG. 


Sect  I. 


Ltmgem  (^Inns:  Lowe,  good;  Hotel 
Briinig,  Post),  about  10  m.  from 
Samen,  the  last  village  in  the  valley, 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Briinig, 
and  at  the  S.  end  of  the  lake,  now  re- 
moved hj  the  drainage  some  distance 
from  it 

The  carriage-road  over  the  Briinig, 
leaving  the  old  mule-path  1.,  ascends 
in  well-constructed  zigzag  sweeps 
through  the  forest  until  it  reaches  the 
summit. 

[There  is  a  short  cut  for  pedestrians 
to  Brienz.]  From  this  the  ascent  of 
the  Wyierhorn  (5895  ft.)  may  be  made. 

The  culminating  point  of  the  pass 
of  the  Briinig  is  3294  fb.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  From  the  summit,  near  the 
frontier  of  canton  Berne,  a  charming 
and  first-rate  view  is  obtained  along 
the  entire  valley  of  Nidwalden, 
backed  by  the  Pilatus,  with  the 
liungern  See  for  a  foree^round,  form- 
ing altogether  one  of  tne  most  deli- 
cious scenes  in  Switzerland.  From 
the  brow,  the  valley  of  Hasli,  with  the 
Aar  winding  through  the  midst,  opens 
out  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  backed 
by  the  gigantic  and  snow-white  crests 
of  the  W etterhom,  Eiger,  and  others 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  in  front  of 
them  the  Faulhom. 

Close  to  a  small  tavern,  formerly  a 
toll-house,  from  which  there  is  a  nne 
view,  the  road  divides  :  the  carriage- 
road  on  the  rt.  leads  to  the  lake 
of  Brienz  ;  the  bridle  -  path  1.  to 
Meyringen,  seated  in  the  midst  of 
the  rich  flat  which  forms  the  bottom 
of  the  valley.  From  the  opposite  pre- 
cipices two  or  three  streaKS  of  white 
may  be  discerned:  these  are  the  Falls 
of  the  Reichenbach,  the  Oltschibach, 
and  others. 

1^  hr.  will  take  the  traveller  down 
to  Meyriwjen  (Rte.  25  d)  (5^  m.) ;  1  hr. 
TviU  take  him  down  the  steep  descent, 
by  the  new  road,  to  Brienzwyler 
bridge  on  the  road  from  Brienz  to 
Meyringen,  whence  it  ia  about  3  m. 
over«a  dull  flat  road  to 

Brienz,    (Bte.  25  E.) 
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8ABNEH  TO  ENOELBEBO  OB  XETRIKGEN, 
BT  THE  MELCHTUAL. 

Pedestrian  travellers,  bound  from 
Lucerne  to  Meyringen  or  Engelberg, 
may  vary  their  route  in  an  agree- 
able way  by  passing  through  the 
Melchthal,  which  opens  out  to  the 
E.  of  Sarnen  (Bte.  19).  At  its 
mouth,  close  to  the  chapel  of  St. 
Niklausen,  stands  an  isolated  tower, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  buildings  in 
the  canton,  dating  from  the  earliest 
Christian  times,  when  it  was  erected 
probably  as  a  belfry.  Melchthal  was 
the  native  place  of  Arnold  an  der 
Halden,  one  of  the  conspirators  of 
Griitli.  (Rte.  18.)  While  ploughing  his 
field  near  Schild,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  messenger  sent  from  the  bailiff 
Landenberg  to  seize  his  yoke  of  oxen. 
Enraged  by  the  insolence  of  the  ser- 
vant, and  tne  injustice  of  the  demand, 
Arnold  beat  the  man  so  as  to  break 
his  finger ;  and  fearing  the  tyrant's 
vengeance  fled  over  the  mountams  into 
Uri,  little  anticipating  that  his  rash  act 
would  be  visited  by  the  tyrant  upon 
his  father,  by  depriving  hira  of  sight. 
Nearly  opposite  to  St.  Niklausen  is 
the  Banft,  the  site  of  the  hermitage  of 
the  venerable  Nicolas  von  der  Fliie 
(see  Rte.  19).  The  scenery  of  the 
valley  which  lies  between  the  range 
of  the  HochstoUen  (highest  point 
8157  ft.)  and  the  Lauberstock  (8895 
ft)  is  very  agreeable.  Countless 
ch&lets  andhay-sheds  cover  the  slopes 
on  either  side. 

Three  ways  lead  from  the  Melchthal 
to  Engleberg. 

(a)  Storegg  Pass  (6709  ft)  turns  off 
L  just  beyond  the  bridge  1  m.  from 
Ranft  and  4  m.  from  Kerns  or  Sarnen. 
It  is  frequented,  but  difficult  to  follow; 
a  guide  should  be  applied  for  at  the 
cure's  of  Melchthal,  1  m.  farther  up 
the  valley.    A  steep  ascent  of  2  hrs. 
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leads  to  the  Col,  where  freauently 
snow  lies  in  patches.  Then  a  aescent 
of  ^  h.  to  the  Lutemsee,  a  small  lake 
which  is  left  on  the  L;  Uien  a  descent 
of  1  hr.  to  junction  of  Jaachli  road 
(see  below),  and  )  hr.  on  to  Engelberg. 
Hi)  Jauchli  Pass  (7136  ft)*  the  turn 
is  m>m  the  end  of  the  char-road,  1  m. 
be/ond  MelchthaL  Steep  zigzags  lead 
up  grassy  slopes  in  2  hrs.  to  the  Col, 
wnere  tnere  is  usually  snow.  The 
path  passes  through  a  narrow  gap, 
where  there  is  deep  moss  and  many 
flowers.  Then  a  aescent  of  l^  hr.  to 
junction  of  Storegg  route,  and  |  hr. 
on  to  Eneelberg. 

(c)  Following  the  Melchthal,  the 
Melchsee  (6432  ft)  near  a  group  of 
chUets  of  the  same  name  is  reached. 
The  stream  that  runs  from  it  is  lost 
in  the  eround  and  reappears  after  an 
intervu.  A  mountain-path  leads  from 
it  into  the  Gentelthal  about  1  hr. 
below  Engstlen. 


ROUTE  22. 

LUCERNE  TO  BEBKE  [OR  THUN],  BT 
TIIE  ENTLEBUCH  AND  THE  EHMEN- 
TIIAL,  AND  LANONAU  (rAIL), 

Poet  road.    6}  posts  =  57  Eng.  m. 
BaUwaif,  Langnau  to  Berne. 
Diligence,  Lucerne  to  Langnau,  in 
7  hrs. 


Schacben 
Eadiofaonatt 
Langnaa  Stat. 

B6I116       • 


Posts.    Eng.  m. 
11    s    10 

a       «a     18 
...   10 

li  »  11 


This  is  the  best  and  shortest  of  the 
two  carriage-TiMds  to  Berne,  and  may 
still  be  adopted  by  pedestrians,  or  by 
those  who  wish  to  see  two  of  the  finest 
pastoral  valleys  in  Switzerland.  A 
rly.  is  begim.  After  a  short  detour 
the  road  enters  a  narrow  valley, 
and  foUows  the  course  of  the  stream 


past  Krienz,  where  there  are  some 
iron-works,  and  then  falls  into  the 
valley  of  the  Kleine  £mme,  which  it 
follows. 

Schachen,  a  little  beyond  which  the 
Free  (Dorps  were  defeated  in  1845  by 
the  men  of  Lucerne. 

f'rom  Schachen  there  is  a  road 
over  the  Bramega  pass,  commanding 
a  fine  view,  and  udUng  into  the  main 
road  at  Entlebuch,  but  by  the  main 
road  it  takes  about  4  hours  from  Lu- 
cerne to  reach  the  village  of 

Entl^uch^  at  the  W.  foot  of  the 
Bramegg  (Inns  :  H.  du  Port,  Drei 
Konige),  prettily  situated  on  a  slope, 
with  the  torrents  Entle  and  Emme 
roaring  beneath  it. 

From  Entlebuch  is  a  road  formerly 
a  char-road,  not  marked  in  the  maps, 
to  Alpnach  (Rte.  19),  by  the  side  of 
the  Schlierenberg. 

The  vale  of  Entlebuch  is  about  30 
m.  lon^,  and  is  flanked  by  mountains 
covert  with  woods  and  pastures. 
The  men  of  the  valley  are  celebrated 
as  the  best  wrestlers  in  Switzerland. 
They  hold  4  or  5  great  wrestling- 
matches,  called  Schwing  Feste,  be- 
tween the  months  of  June  and  Oct. ; 
the  chief  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Sept., 
when  they  try  their  skill  against  the 
athletes  of  the  neighbouring  valleys. 
The  Bernese  highlanders  are  formid- 
able rivals.  The  Entlebuchers  have 
been  long  renowned  for  their  courage 
and  independence.  In  1405  Lucerne 
bought  this  valley  from  Austria,  and 
bought  up  the  feudal  rights  of  the 
nobles  over  it,  substituting  a  Lucerne 
bailli. 

Escholzmatt  (^Inns  :  Lowe,  good ; 
Krone)  is  a  scattered  village,  in  a 
very  hieh  situation.  A  little  way 
beyond  it  the  road  quits  the  Entle- 
buch, and  descends,  by  the  side  of  the 
Ilfis  torrent,  into  the  canton  of  Berne. 

Near  Triibschachen  is  a  handsome 
hospital  of  wood  for  100  orphans  and 
300  paupers. 

Langnau  {fnns :  Cerf,  quiet  and  good ; 
H.  sum  Emmenthal,  clean)  is  the  prin- 
cipal place  in  the  Emmenthal^  Pop.  t>0U0. 
An  extensive;  fertile,  and  industrious 
valley,  famed  for  its  cheeses  (made  on 
the  mgh  pastures  near  the  Xa^  of  t^ 
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hills,  and  exported  all  over  Germany), 
and  for  its  manufactures  of  linen.  Its 
meadows  are  of  the  brightest  yer- 
dure;  the  cottages  neat  and  substan- 
tial, with  pretty  gardens  before  them. 
The  Enmie,  which  traverses  it,  and  its 
tributaries,  at  times  conmiit  serious  de- 
yastations,  by  inundating  their  banks 
and  overspreading  them  with  gravel 
and  debris.  Such  an  occurrence  in 
August,  1837,  occasioned  by  a  thunder- 
storm, created  serious  injury,  destroy- 
ing many  houses  and  almost  all  the 
bridges:  several  lives  were  lost 

RaUway  from  Langnau  to  Berne,  3 
trains  daily  in  1  hr.  The  Ilfis  is 
crossed,  and  afterwards  the  Emme, 
before  reaching  Signau  Stat, — (Inn: 
Ours,  tolerable)  —  a  pretty  yiilage, 
with  a  ruined  castle  above  it. 

Next  follows  Ziiziwyl,  Konolfingen, 
T'agertsche  Stats.,  and  Worb  Stat.,  an 
industrious  village,  with  a  Gothic 
castle  above  it 

Giimling  Junct  Stat,  is  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Thun  (Bte.  25  a). 

Bebne  Terminus  (in  Bte.  24). 


BOUTE  24. 

LUCEBinfi  TO  BEBNE,  BT  RAILWAY. 

This,  although   involving  a  long 
detour,  is  still  the  quickest  mode  of 
reaching  Berne  from  Lucerne,  and 
takes  about  5  hrs. 
Lucerne  to  Olten.    (See  Rte.  4.) 
Olten  to  Berne.    (See  Rte.  5.) 
Bebne. — Inna:   three  large  houses 
near  the  rly.  and  close  to  the  Federal 
Hfdl  :    Zanringerhof   and    Schweiz- 
erhof,   clean,   good,    and   moderate; 
Bemerhof,   a  very  handsome  hotel; 
H.  de  TEurope,  good.    In  the  centre 
of  the  town  are  the  Falke  (Faucon), 
obliging  landlord  (charges— !Br.,  1^  fr. ; 
tea,  do. ;  B.,  2^  fr.;  table-d*h6te  at  1, 
3  fr. ;  at  5,  4  fr.); — H.  du  Maure  (Zum 
Mohren),  dean,  good,  and  moderate; 
H.  des  Boulangers  (PfisternY    The 
Abbayesj  or  houses  of  the  guilds,  such 
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as  the  Distelzwang,*  or  Abbaye  anx 
Gentilshommes,  and  the  Abbaje  da 
Sinse,  afford  comfortable,  quiet,  and 
moderate  accommodation  to  trayellers. 
There  are  several  Pensions,  of  which 
the  Pension  Jag?i  at  la  Villette  is 
well  recommended. 

The  sights  of  Berne  may  be  taken  in 
a  walk  through  the  town  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  :  —  Starting  from  the 
rly.  Stat.,  walk  £.,  and  straight  down 
the  principal  street,  called  in  consecu- 
tive portions  of  its  length  (Spitalgasse, 
MarKtgasse,  Klamgasse,  and  Gericht- 
igkeitsgasse),  along  its  arcades  and 
under  its  clock  towers,  to  the  Nydeck 
Bridge,  and  over  it  to  the  Bears  (1^  m. 
fipom  the  rly.  stat.).  In  returning  he 
must  diverge  200  yards  to  the  L,  to  see 
the  Milnster  platz  (Minster  and  view), 
and  again  to  the  Bundes  Rathhaus 
(Federal  Assembly).  TheMiinsteris 
halfway  between  the  rly.  stat,  the 
Bears,  and  the  Bundes  Rathhaus  close 
by  iL  Finally,  crossing  the  Aar,  as- 
cend to  the  Schanzli,  the  best  point 
of  view  near  Berne,  and  return  by  the 
new  Botanic  Garden  and  rly.  bridge 
to  the  station. 

Berne,  capital  of  the  largest  of  the 
Swiss  cantons  (Pop.  467,141;  all  but 
58,319  are  Protestants),  and,  since 
1849,  permanent  seat  of  the  Swiss 
Government  and  Diet,  and  residence 
of  most  of  the  foreign  ministers,  con- 
tains 29,016  Inhab. 

Berne  is  built  on  a  lofty  sandstone 
promontory,  formed  by  the  winding 
course  of  the  Aar,  which  nearly  sur- 
rounds it,  flowing  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  gully,  with  steep  and  in  places 
precipitous  sides  (staloen).  The  incon- 
'venient  ascent  and  descent  by  which 
the  town  could  alone  be  reached  from 
the  E.  formerly,  has  been  remedied 
by  a  lofty  Bridge  (Pont  de  Nydeck), 
partly  of  granite,  derived  ftom  erratic 
blocks  lying  on  the  Kirchet  hill, 
thrown  over  this  gully.  It  is  900  ft. 
long,  and  the  centru  arch  over  the  Aar 
150  ft.  wide  and  93  ft  high  (a  small 
toll  is  paid).  The  distant  aspect 
of  the  town,  planted  on  this  elevated 

•  Zwang,  a  local  word  for  gaild:  Dtetel, 
thistle,  the  emblem  of  the  gentlemen  who 
held  their  meetings  or  chib  under  this  sign. 


platform,  1700  ft.  above  the  sea,  is  im- 
posing; and  there  is  somethingstriking 
m  its  interior,  from  the  houses  aU 
being  built  of  massive  stone.  It  has 
this  peculiarity,  that  almost  all  the 
houses  rest  upon  arcades  (Lauben), 
which  furnish  covered  walks  on  each 
side  of  the  streets,  and  are  lined  with 
shops  and  stalls,  like  "  the  Rows  "  in 
the  city  of  Chester.  The  lowness  of 
the  arches,  however,  and  the  solidity 
of  the  buttresses  supporting  them, 
render  these  colonnades  gloomy  and 
close.  The  chief  street  of  shops  and 
business  runs  through  the  town,  along 
the  top  of  the  ridge.  Overhanging 
the  Aar,  and  removed  from  the  main 
streets,  are  the  more  aristocratic  resi- 
dences of  the  exclusive  patricians,  and 
look  really  like  ^  gentlemen's  houses  *' 
—  a  rare  thing  in  s  continental 
town. 

Rills  of  water  are  carried  through 
the  streets  to  purify  them,  and  they 
are  abundantly  furnished  with  Forni" 
tains,  each  surmounted  by  some  quaint 
e&gy.  One  of  these,  the  Kinderfres' 
ser-Brurmen  (Og^e's-fountain),  on  the 
Com-house-square,  receives  its  name 
from  a  figure  (probably  Saturn)  de- 
vouring a  chilo,  with  others  stuck  in 
his  girdles  and  pockets  ready  for  con- 
sumption. Some  bear  the  figures  of 
armed  warriors,  such  as  David:  an- 
other is  surmounted  by  a  female 
figure;  but  the  favourite  device  is  the 
Bear,  Thus,  the  upper  fountain  in 
the  principal  street  is  surmounted  by 
a  bear  in  armour,  with  breast-plate, 
thigh-pieces,  and  helmet,  a  sword  at 
his  side,  and  a  banner  in  his  paw. 
The  Schvtzen  Brunnen  is  the  figure  of 
a  Swiss  cross-bowman  of  former  days, 
attended  by  a  young  bear  as  squire; 
and  two  stone  bears,  larger  than  life, 
stand  as  sentinels  on  either  side  of  the 
Morat  gate. 

Along  the  line  of  the  principal 
street,  which  extends  from  the  Rly. 
Stat  to  the  Nydeck  Bridge  over  the 
Aar,  are  three  antique  watch-towers. 
The  Clock-toicer  (Zeitglochenthurm) 
stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  though,  when  originally  built, 
in  1191,  by  Berchtold  Y.,  of  Zahrin- 
gen,  it  guarded  the  outer  walL    Its 
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droll  clockwork  puppets  are  objects 
of  wonder  to  an  admiring  crowd 
of  gaping  idlers.  A  minute  before 
the  hour  strikes,  first  a  wooden  cock 
appears,  crows  twice,  and  flaps  his 
wings;  and  while  a  puppet  strikes 
the  hour  on  a  bell,  a  procession  of 
bears  issues  out,  and  passes  in  front 
of  a  figure  on  a  throne,  who  marks 
the  hour  by  gaping  and  by  lowering 
his  sceptre.  f*urther  on  in  the  street 
stands  the  Kdficht  TAurm  (casre  tower), 
now  used  as  a  prison;  and  beyond  it 
Christopher* 8  tower ^  also  called  Goliath's, 
from  the  figure  of  a  giant  upon  it. 
Projects  are  entertained  of  pulling 
down  these  curious  towers,  in  order 
to  widen  the  street 

The  great  charm  of  Berne  is  the 
riew  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  the 
town  and  every  eminence  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood command  in  clear  weather 
From  the *M^bwterPlaU^n\oflj terrace, 
planted  with  shady  rows  of  trees, 
overlooking  the  Aar,  behind  the  Min- 
ster, six  snowy  peaks  of  the  great 
chain  are  risible,  and  from  the  Enghe 
terrace,  outside  of  the  town,  at  least  a 
dozen  rise  into  view;  they  appear  in 
the  following  order,  beginning  from 
the  E.: — 1.  Wetterhom;  2.  Schreck- 
hom;  3.  Finster-Aarhom;  4.Eigher; 
5.  Monch;  6.  Jungf^au;  8.  Gletscher- 
horn;  9.  Mittaghom;  lO.BlumlisAlp; 

11.  In  the  middle  distance,  Niessen: 

12.  Stockhom.    (See  WoodcuL) 
There  cannot  be  a  more  sublime 

sight  than  this  view  at  sunset;  espe- 
cially at  times  when,  from  a  peculiar 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  slanting 
rays  are  reflected  from  the  Alpine 
snows  in  hues  of  glowing  pink,  jtt  is 
hardly  possible  to  g^ze  on  these  Alps 
and  glaciers  without  desiring  to  explore 
their  recesses,  which  enclose  some  of 
the  most  magnificent  scenery  in  Swit- 
zerland. The  P/a^form  itself,  supported 
by  a  massive  waU  of  masonry,  rises 
108  ft.  above  the  Aar;  yet  an  inscrip- 
tion on  the  parapet  records  that  a 
young  student,  mounted  on  a  spirited 
horse,  which  had  been  frightened  by 
some  children,  leaped  the  precipice, 
and  reached  the  bottom  with  no  other 
hurt  than  a  few  broken  ribs.  The 
horse  was  killed  on  the  spot.    The 


rider  became  minister  of  Kerzers,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  agel 

[Here  is  placed  a  bronze  Stahu 
of  Berchtold  K,  <jf  Zahringen,  founder 
of  Berne,  1847. 

The  ^Minster,  a  fine  Gothic  build- 
ing in  the  Flamboyant  style,  was 
bq^un  in  1421,  and  finished  1457, 
possibly  from  the  designs  of  Erwin 
of  Steinbach,  who  built  Strasburg 
Minster,  or  one  of  his  fSsunily ; 
and  many  of  the  ornaments,  such  as 
the  open  parapet  running  round 
the  roof,  and  varying  in  pattern  be* 
tween  each  buttress,  are  not  inferior 
in  design  or  execution  to  those  of 
Strasburg.  The  chief  ornament  is  the 
great  W.  portal,  bearing  sculptured 
reliefs  of  the  Last  Judgment,  flanked 
by  figures  of  the  wise  and  foolish  Vir- 
gins, &c  (date,  1475-85\  The  inte- 
rior is  not  remarkable;  out  the  Organ 
is  fine,  and  is  played  on  daily.  In  the 
windows,  and  on  me  roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  aristocratic  burghers 
of  Berne.  4  tall  windows  of  very  fine 
painted  glass  in  the  choir  deserve 
notice;  (date,  end  of  15th  cnty.), 
tf.  g,  the  so-called  •*  wafers-window,** 
with  a  symbolical  representation  of 
the  Eucharist.  The  stalls  in  the  choir 
(1512)  are  well  carved  with  figures  of 
the  Apostles  on  one  side,  and  prophets 
on  the  other.  Along  the  walls  are  tab* 
lets,  bearing  the  names  of  18  officers 
and  683  soldiers,  citizens  of  Berne, 
who  fell  fighting  against  the  French, 
at  Grauholz,  near  Zollikofen,  1798. 
There  is  also  a  monument  erected  by 
the  town,  in  1600,  to  Berchtold  of 
Zahringen,  founder  of  Berne. 

On  the  Miinster  Platz,  opposite  the 
W.  door  of  the  cathedral,  nas  been 
erected  a  bronze  3fonnmental  Statue  of 
Rudolph  V.  Erlach,  the  conqueror  at 
Laupen,  with  4  bears  at  the  corners. 

The  Museum  contains  one  of  the 
best  collections  of  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  Switzerland  to  be  found 
in  the  country.  It  is  open  to  the 
public  3  times  a  week  :  strangers  may 
obtain  admittance  at  all  times  by  pay- 
ing 1  fr.  for  1  to  3  persons. 
I      In  the  zoological  department  there 
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are  stnfied  specimens  of  the  bear  at 
all  ages.  Two  yoojig  cubs,  about  the 
size  of  kittens,  respectively  8  and  21 
days  old — hideous  and  nncouth  mon- 
sters— enable  one  easily  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  vulgar  error  that  the 
bear  was  licked  into  shape  by  its 
mother.  The  lynx  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  steinbock,  botl^  from  the  Bernese 
chain,  are  interesting  from  their  rarity ; 
these  animals  have  nearly  disappeared 
from  Europe.  Here  is  deservedly  pre- 
served the  skin  of  Barry,  one  of  the 
dogs  of  SL  Bernard,  who  is  recorded 
to  have  saved  the  lives  of  15  human 
beings  by  his  sagacity.  A  chamois 
with  three  horns,  one  growing  out  of 
the  nose  ;  a  specimen  of  a  cross  breed 
between  the  steinbock  and  domestic 
goat,  which  lived  7  years;  a  wild  boar, 
of  gigantic  size  and  oristling  mien,  are 
also  worth  notice. 

In  the  O/'nithologtcal  department  are 
the  lammergeyer  (vulture  of  lambs), 
the  feathered  monarch  of  the  Alps, 
and  inferior  in  size  to  the  condor  alone 
among  birds.  It  breeds  only  on  the 
highest  mountains. 

In  addition  to  the  native  birds  of 
Switzerland,  there  are  specimens  of 
several  foreign  and  tropical  birds  which 
have  found  tneir  way  into  Switzerland 
by  accident ;  viz.,  a  flamingo,  killed 
near  the  lake  of  Morat,  and  a  pelican 
from  Constance. 

The  geology  of  Switzerland  may 
be  well  studied  in  the  very  complete 
series  of  fossils  collected  by  M.  Stttder 
and  others.  There  are  a  number  of 
beautiful  specimens  of  aU  the  rarest 
and  finest  minerals  from  St.  Gothard. 
The  illustration  of  Swiss  Botany  is 
equally  complete. 

Several  plans  in  relief  of  various 
parts  of  Switzerland  will  prove  equally 
instructive  to  the  student  of  geography 
and  geology. 

Antiquities. —  Obe,  someKoman  anti* 
quities  dug  up  in  Switzerland ;  the  Prie 
Dieu  of  Charles  the  Bold,  and  part  of 
his  tent  hangings,  captured  by  the  Ber- 
nese at  Grandson ;  the  pointed  shoes 
worn  by  the  Bernese  nobles  in  the 
16th  century ;  some  dresses,  &c 
from  the  South  Sea  Islands,  brought 


over  b^  Weber,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  who  was 
of  Swiss  origin. 

The  ToKn  Library  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  40,000  volumes,  and  is  well 
stored  with  Swiss  history.  Ilaller, 
who  was  bom  at  Berne,  was  librarian. 
The  butter-market  is  held  beneath 
this  building. 

On  the  N.  side  of  the  town  is  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  by  the  archi- 
tects Deperthes  of  Bheims  and  Miiller 
of  Freiburg,  of  rich  Gothic ;  lined  in- 
side with  marbles. 

Behind  the  Com-haus  is  the  Picture 
Gallery,  in  an  old  desecrated  ch.  It 
contains  some  good  modern  paintings 
bv  Swiss  and  French  artists,  Robert, 
Calame,  Diday,  Girardet,  &c. 

The  Bundea '  Baihhcnts  or  Federal 
Council  Hall,  buUt  1857,  near  the 
Museum  and  Casino  Terrace,  bv  far 
the  largest  and  handsomest  building 
in  the  town  (Studer,  architect),  in- 
cludes aU  the  departments  of  the  Swiss 
Legislature,  the  Diet,  and  the  various 
Public  Offices.  The  Diet  {Buades- 
versammlung)  consists  of  2  booies,  the 
St^nde-raih  (44  Deputies  of  the  Can- 
tons) and  National-rath,  who  meet 
generally  in  July,  in  2  separate  haUs. 
The  debates  are  open  to  the  public. 
At  other  times  the  ouilding  is  shown 
by  the  doorkeeper.  In  m)nt  is  a 
marble  fotin^am,  with  statues  in  bronze 
of  the  Four  Seasons,  and  4  swans. 

Berne  is  celebrated  for  the  number 
and  excellence  of  its  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions :  they  are,  perhaps,  more  care- 
fully attended  to  tnan  any  in  £urope. 
There  is  a  public  granary  in  case  of 
scarcity,  two  orphan-houses,  an  Infir- 
mary, and  an  extensive  Hospital,  bear« 
ing  the  inscription  '*Christo  in  pau* 
peribus,"  The  new  Prison  and  Peni-> 
tentiary  is  an  enormous  building  and 
said  to  be  well  conducted. 

English  Cfiurch  service  is  performed 
twice  on  Sunday,  at  11  and  3^ 
o'clock,  in  the  chapel  of' the  Burger 
Spital. 

Since  1834  a  University  or  high 
school  has  been  established  at  Berne. 

The  bear  forms  the  armorial  badge 
of  the  town,  the  word  "  bern"  signify- 
ing **bear"  in  old  German,  and  he  is  as 
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ROUTE  24.— •BERNE.     THE  BEARS.      HISTORT. 


Sect  I. 


great  a  favourite  here  as  in  the  house 
of  Bradwardine.  Not  onl;f  is  his 
effigy  on  sign-posts,  fountains,  and 
buildings,  but  for  several  hundred 
years  living  specimens  of  the  favourite 
were  maintained  by  the  town,  until 
the  French  revolutionary  army  took 
possession  of  Berne,  1798,  and  the 
bears  were  led  away  captives,  and 
deposited  in  the  Jardin  des  Flantes, 
where  one  of  them,  the  celebrated 
Martin,  soon  became  the  favourite  of 
the  French  metropolis.  But  when  the 
ancient  order  of  things  was  restored  at 
Berne,  one  of  the  nrst  cares  of  the 
citizens  was  to  re|)lace  and  provide  for 
their  ancient  pensioners.  There  is  a 
foundation  for  the  support  of  the 
bears,  who,  after  having  been  reduced 
to  one  miserable  animal,  have  been 
renovated,  and  have  been  removed 
from  the  Aarberg  Gate  to  a  com- 
modious den  near  the  Nydeck  bridge. 
No  traveller  will  quit  Berne  without 
paying  them  a  visit,  unless  he  wishes 
to  nave  the  omission  of  so  important 
ik  sight  thrown  in  his  teeth  whenever 
Berne  is  mentioned. 

The  fortifications  of  the  town,  no 
longer  of  use  as  defences,  are  con- 
verted into  Promenades,  and  make  very 
agreeable  walks.  The  banks  of  the 
Aar,  seen  from  them,  especially  from 
the  Grosse  Scfumze,  are  most  pic- 
turesque;  and  the  Alps,  when  visi- 
ble, form  a  background  of  the  utmost 
sublimity. 

They,  however,  as  well  as  the  city 
of  Berne  itself,  are  better  seen  fVom 
a  terrace  widk  called  the  Enghe, 
about  20  min.  walk  to  the  N.  firom  the 
Rly.  Stat.,  outside  the  town  gate,  but 
not  crossing  the  river,  the  favourite 
resort  of  tne  citizens.  N.B.  Good 
coffee  and  krmpel  kuchen.  On  the  way 
to  It,  beyond  the  gate,  is  the  Shooting- 
house,  wnere  rifle  matches  take  place. 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  by  a  foot- 
path through  the  Enghe-wald  to 
Keichenbach  (Rte.  5),  once  the  re- 
sidence of  Rudolph  von  Erlach. 

Two  other  more  distant  and  ele- 
vated points,  most  advantageous  foe 
commanding  the  panorama  of  the 
Alps,  are  the  hill  of  Aitenherg,  ^  hr.'s 
walk  on  the  N.  of  the  town,  reached 


by  a  footbridge  across  the  Aar,  or 
more  easily  bv  the  railway-bridge,  or 
better  than  all  the  Schdnzii,  a  prome- 
nade with  a  large  cafe,  commanding 
a  very  fine  view,  at  the  end  of  the 
hill  nearest  the  railway-bridge.  More 
distant  fVom  Berne  is  the  Gurten,  a 
hill  about  4  m.  S.  of  the  town,  with  a 
still  more  extensive  view. 

At  Tiefenau  }  h.  N.  of  Berne,  is  an 
ancient  Gallic  battlefield,  whence  hun- 
dreds of  swords,  rings,  spearheads, 
&c.,  have  been  collected. 

The  Casino,  a  handsome  building  in 
the  Ober-Graben,  contains  a  reading- 
room,  supplied  with  newspapers,  a 
baU-room,  &c  There  is  also  a  Theatre 
in  the  town. 

Dalp  &  Co.  are  the  principal  book- 
sellers, and  keep  a  good  supply  of 
maps,  views,  and  costumes,  &c.,  of 
Switzerland.  J.  B.  Dill,  artist,  has 
published  elaborate  Panoramic  Views 
from  the  JEggischhom,  Sidelhom, 
Gdmer  Grat,  Niesen,  and  Grimsel. 
Travellers  about  to  ascend  these 
mountains,  will  do  well  to  obtain 
these  excellent  clue-vicws  at  Berne. 

Jacob  Konig,  near  the  Clock-tower, 
is  an  excellent  watchmaker. 

Passports. — The  Foreien  ministers 
to  the  Swiss  Confederation  reside  at 
Berne,  English  and  Austrian  ministers 
sign  passports  only  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, trom  10  to  11  or  12. 

History  of  Berne, — It  was  founded 
in  1191  by  Duke  Berchthold  V.  of 
Zfihringen,  and  was  so  called  by  him 
because  he  had  killed  a  bear  on 
the  spot,  and  both  he  and  the  bear 
are  still  held  in  great  respect  It 
joined  the  Swiss  confederation  in 
1353,  having  been  for  many  years  an 
ally.  Until  1798  it  held  Argau,  Vaud, 
and  other  districts,  as  tributaries,  and 
is  reported  to  have  governed  them 
tyrannically.  The  government  latterly 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  small  number 
of  aristocratic  families,  who  lost  their 
power  in  1798,  partly  recovered  it  in 
1814,  and  lost  it  again  in  1831.  The 
history  of  Berne,  which  is  very  curi- 
ous, is  well  related  in  the  Hist,  of  Sw. 
published  by  the  IT.  K.  S.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  a  Von  Erlach  lea  the 
Swiss  to  the  battle  of  Laupeu  in  1339, 
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And  A  Von  Erlach  led  them  against 

d.e  rrench  in  1798.    Until  1848  the  a.  Benu  to  nuK-BaiL 

SwiBS  gOYemment  was  earned  on  by 

Berne,  Zurich,    and  Lucerne  alter-        One  hour  by  rly.,  four  trains  a  day. 

natelv,  the  goyeming  canton  for  the        In  fine  weather  the  snowy  Alps  are 

year  being  (»uled  the  Yorort.  in  sight  nearly  the  whole  way.    The 

scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  is  very 
pleasine;  laid  out  in  pasture-lands, 
with  abundance  of  villages,  and  sub- 
stantial farm-houses,  with  broad  roofs, 
surrounded  by  neat  gardens.  The 
river  itself  runs  at  some  distance  on 
the  rt,  and  is  rarely  visible.  The 
principal  village  passed  on  the  way  is 
MUHsingen  Stat^  memorable  in  recent 
Swiss  annals  as  the  spot  where  the 

Seat  public  meetings  of  the  men  of 
e  canton  were  he&  in  1831  and  in 
1849,  which  adopted  new  constitutions, 
and  overthrew  the  rule  of  the  oli- 
garchy. 

The  Siockhom^  with  its  conical  peak, 
and  the  Nieaen,  two  limestone  moun- 
tains, forming,  as  it  were,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  nigh  Alps,  posted  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  lake,  become  con« 
spicuous  objects.  The  river  Aar  is 
crossed, 

Thun  Stat.,  on  1.  bank  of  Aar.  Pas- 
sengers bound  for  Interlaken,  and  not 
wishing  to  stop  at  Thnn,  proceed  1 
m.  further  (5  min.)  to 

Scherzlimgtn,  Terminus  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  where  travellers  step  on 
board  the  steamer  to  Neuhaus. 

Thun,  Fr.  Thoune  —  Ifwa  :  H.  de 
Bellevue,  outside  the  town— well  situ- 
ated in  a  garden  commanding  a  view 
of  the  Aar — belongs  to  MM.Knechten- 
hofcr,  who  are  sdso  proprietors  of  the 
steamboat,  rather  dear  ; — H6tel  and 
Pension  Baumgarten;  clean  and  plea- 
sant, in  a  nice  garden; — Freyenhof, 
within  the  town,  very  good,  frequented 
by  Swiss  officers,  but  no  food  is  served 
from  the  kitchen  before  the  hour  of 
the  table-d'hdte;— Faucon;— Kreuz; 
— Couronne. 

There  is  not  a  more  picttiresque 
town  in  Switzerland  than  Ulinn,  3800 
Inhab.  ;  situated  about  a  mile  from 
the  lake,  upon  the  river  Aar,  which 
here  rui^es  out  of  it  as  clear  as  crys- 
tal. Pre-eminent  above  the  other 
buildiners  rise  a  venerable  church, 
reached  by  a  staircase  from  the  Bridge 


ROUTE  26. 

THE  BERNEBE  OBERLAND. 

A.  BERNE  TO  THUN  AND  INTEBLAKEN. 

B.  ERTERLAKEN  TO  LATTTERBBUNNEN. 
G.  LAUTRRBRUNNEN    TO  GBINDELWALD 

— ^WENOEBN  ALP. 
D.  GRINDELW^ALD     TO      XETRINOEN  — 

GREAT  8GHEIDEGK — FAULHORN. 
£.   METEIKOEN  TO  BBIENZ  AND  THUN — 

QIE8BACH. 

It  was  in  this  magnificent  highland 
district  that  Byron  **  repeopled  his 
mind  from  nature,'*  and  gathered 
many  of  the  ideas  and  images  which 
he  has  so  exquisitely  interwoven  in 
his  tragedy  of  Manfred,  the  scene  of 
which  fies  among  the  Bernese  Alps. 

A  traveller  in  the  Oberland  should 
be  supplied  with  plenty  of  patience 
and  small  change.  I^owhere  are  the 
arts  of  mendicancy  better  under- 
stood, or  more  generally  practised. 
Numerous  gates  intercept  the  fre- 
quented foot-paths,  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a  straneer  children  run  out 
to  open  it  stretchmg  forth  their  hands 
for  alms.  At  one  shed  a  live  chamois, 
at  the  next  a  marmot  is  exhibited; 
every  echo  is  turned  to  profit  by  old 
men  with  horns,  or  young  men  with 
pistols  ;  troops  of  girls  produce  Ques- 
tionable noises  which  they  call  Alpine 
music  Each  traveller  must  choose 
for  himself  whether  to  resist  and  fret 
at  the  annoyance,  or  to  purchase 
peace  at  a  small  outlay  of  sous. 
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ROUTE  25  A. — ^THUN.     LAKE  OF  THUN. 


Sect.  1, 


up  the  hill-sides,  and  a  picturesque 
feudal  castle  of  the  Counts  of  Kyburg 
(1429).  The  town  seems  to  have  been 
of  great  importance  formerly,  and  in 
the  14th  centy.  reckoned  70  noble 
fiunilies  within  its  walls.  It  is  a  very 
curious  old  town,  but  contains  no 
particular  object  especially  worthy  of 
notice.  It  is  from  its  position  ana  its 
beautiful  environs,  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  places  of  residence  in  Swit- 
zerland, and,  being  a  starting-place 
for  those  who  visit  the  Bernese  high- 
lands, it  is  thronged  with  a  constant 
succession  of  travellers  through  the 
whole  summer. 

Here  is  the  Military  College  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation,  for  educating 
officers,  and  the  principal  artillery  and 
cavalry  barracks  of  the  country.  Re- 
Tiews  take  place  every  summer  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  Castle  of  Schadau  is  a  large  and 
singular  Gothic  castle,  built  (1850)  by 
M.  Bou^emont,  of  Paris,  between  the 
Aar  and  the  lake. 

The  view  from  the  Churchyard  ter^ 
race  **  alone  the  lake,  with  its  girdle 
of  Alps  (the  Blumlis  Alp  being  the 
most  conspicuous),  fine  glaciers,  and 
rocks  wooded  to  the  top,  is  mentioned 
by  Byron.  A  more  extensive  prospect 
is  gained  from  the  grounds  of  a  pretty 
country  house,  called  the  JacobshUbel, 
about  ^  mile  above  the  Hotel  Bellevue. 
The  Jungfrau,  Monch,  and  Eigher 
are  visible  from  hence.  The  Church' 
yard  of  JEschi^  about  3  hrs.  drive  from 
Thun,  on  the  S.  side  of  the  lake,  is  a 
charminff  excursion,  easily  made  and 
without  fatigue  (see  Rte.  37). 

M.  Knechtenhofer  has  built  a  chapel 
for  the  English  service  in  the  grounds 
of  his  hotel. 

The  charges  for  vehicles  and  saddle- 
horses  throughout  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land  have  been  fixed  by  a  tariff  which 
is  hung  up  in  the  principal  inns  and 
in  the  lake  steamers.  The  voituriers 
are  also  bound  to  produce  the  tariff 
when  called  upon  to  do  so.  The  gene- 
ral rate  is  10  nrs.  a  day  for  each  horse, 
but  this  rate  is  increased  or  diminished 
when  the  excursion  is  considered  to 
be  more  or  less  than  an  ordinary 
day's  journey. 


LakeofThtm — Thun  to  Interlahen 

Steamboats  ply  between  Thun  (Scherz- 
ligen)  and  Neuhaus  twice  a  day  to 
and  fro.  The  voyage  takes  up  l|  hr. 
Fare  2  fr. 

The  steamer  does  not  take  car- 
riages; but  a  good  carriage-road  runs 
to  Interlaken  (2  posts),  along  the 
S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The  distance, 
about  15  Eng.  m. 

It  is  a  pleasant  walk  along  the  N. 
side  of  the  lake.  After  Merlingen,  the 
path  rises  high  ;  it  is  easy  to  miss  it 
in  the  woods. 

The  lake  is  about  10  m.  long.;  1775 
ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  near  Thun  are 
occupied  with  neat  villas  and  cheer- 
ful gardens  ;  farther  on,  its  N.  shore 
is  precipitous.  Among  its  scanty  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  the  most  Important 
is  Oberhofen,  distinguished  by  the 
square  tower  of  its  castle.  It  was  the 
property  of  the  late  Count  Fourtales, 
Prussian  ambassador  to  Paris. 

The  S.  shore  is  more  striking.  Here 
the  two  remarkable  mountains,  the 
Stockhom^  with  a  sharp  peak  pro- 
jecting like  a  horn,  or  thorn,  and  the 
pyramidal  mass  of  the  Niesen,  with  its 
conical  top  and  white  Inn,  stand  sen- 
tinels at  the  entrance  of  the  Kander 
and  Simmenthal.  The  river  Kander, 
conducted  into  the  lake  by  an  artificial 
channel  formed  for  it  in  1714,  has 
deposited  around  its  mouth,  within 
less  than  a  century  and  a  half,  a  delta 
or  sand-bank  of  several  hundred  acrea. 
The  progress  and  extent  of  this  recent 
formation,  so  interesting  to  geologists, 
have  been  ably  investigated  by  Sir 
C.  LyelL 

lAscent  of  the  Nie»en.  An  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Thun  to 
the  summit  or  the  Niesen,  which,  fVom 
its  position,  commands  one  of  the  finest 
panoramic  views  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
A  carriage-road  of  7  m.  conducts  firom 
Thun  across  the  entrance  of  the  Sim- 
menthal to  Wimmis,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain.  The  ascent  from  Wim- 
mis to  the  summit  will  take  about  4^ 
hrs. ;  the  descent  3  hrs.  The  charge 
for  a  horse  firom  Wimmis  to  the  sum- 
mit and  down  again  on  the  same  day  is 


Switzerland.       route  25  A. — ascent  of  the  kiesen. 
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15  fr.  At  5  muLwalk  from  the  lum- 
mit  is  a  wooden  hotel,  makine  up  24 
beds.  It  maj  be  recommended  for 
its  cleanliness,  though  not  for  its 
cookery. 

The  fMor  Tiew  from  the  summit 
(7763  £ng.  ft.)  embraces  the  snowy 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  from  the 
Altels  and  Rinderhom  on  the  W.  to 
the  Wetterhom  on  the  £. — the  finest 
c^ject  being  the  Blumlis  Alp^  and  the 
range  extending  fr^m  thence  to  the 
Jungfrau.  The  more  distant  new 
comprises  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc 
and  the  Dent  du  Midi;  Monte  Rosa 
and  the  Matterhom  are  either  par- 
tially or  totally  hidden  behind  the 
peaks  of  the  Oberland.  Directly 
downwards  the  eye  rests  on  the  two 
lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienz,  on  the 
town  of  Thun,  and  the  villages  of 
Brienz  and  Interlaken.  A  panoramic 
view  has  been  published  by  Dill,  and 
is  hung  up  in  the  inn.] 

Spietz,  S.  At  the  foot  of  the  Niesen, 
on  a  projecting  tongue  of  land,  stands 
the  picturesque  casue,  founded,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  by  Attila  (?),  and 
belonging  to  the  family  of  Erlach*  At 
Spietzwyler  there  is  a  neat  Inn, 

N.  When  about  two-thirds  over  the 
lake,  a  projecting  promontory  of  pre- 
cipitous rock,  called  the  Nose,  is 
passed,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of 
the  Eigher  and  Monch,  which  fill  up 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  with  the 
white  mass  of  their  snow.  To  the 
rt  of  them  appears  the  Jungfrau« 

In  front  of  the  Nase  the  lake  is 
720  ft.  deep.  K.  Behind  the  village 
Merligen  runs  the  Justia  Thai:  at  a 
distance  of  between  2  and  2^  h.  walk 
up  ity  in  the  cliflb  forming  its  W. 
bomidary,  is  a  cave  called  Sohafioch^ 
which  in  the  height  of  summer  slways 
oontains  ice.  Such  ice  wells  are  not 
uncommon  in  the  Jura,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  For  as  air  when 
it  is  cold  is  denser  than  when  it  is 
warm,  all  depths  that  do  not  admit  of 
ventilation  become  receptacles  of  the 
coldest  air.  It  subsides  into  them,  and, 
once  there,  cannot  be  displaced.  This 
49ave  has  2  branches ;  that  in  which  the 
ioe  occurs  runs  straight  from  the  en- 
trance for  about  60  ft.,  when  it  suddenly 


narrows,  and  dips  down  12  or  15  ft.; 
near  the  extremity  is  a  gulf  filled 
with  water.    Lights  must  be  taken. 

N.  Farther  on,  in  the  face  of  the 
mountain  overhanging  the  lake,  is  the 
Cave  of  St,  Beatus,  above  a  small  cas* 
cade,  which  may  be  seen  leaping  into 
the  lake.  St.  Beatus,  according  to  tra- 
dition a  native  of  Britain,  converted 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Helvetia 
to  Christianitv.  Being  minded  to  take 
up  his  residence  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  a 
grot  weU  suited  to  a  hermit's  abode, 
which  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
occupied  by  a  dragon.  The  monster, 
however,  was  easily  ejected  without 
force,  and  simply  by  hearing  a  notice 
to  quit  addressed  to  him  by  StBeatus. 
Among  the  miracles  performed  by  the 
anchorite,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
must  be  mentioned  that  of  his  crossing 
the  lake  on  his  cloak,  which,  when 
spread  out  on  the  water,  served  him 
instead  of  a  boat.  A  rivulet  issues 
out  of  the  cave,  and  is  subject  to 
sudden  rises,  which  fill  the  cavern  to 
the  roof,  and  are  accompanied  by  a 
loud  report,  like  that  of  a  cannon.  It 
may  be  reached  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  from  the  shore. 

At  Neukmte  a  group  of  houses  and 
cabarets  at  the  end  of  the  lake,  about  1 0 
m.  from  Thun,  and  about  2^  m.  from 
Interlaken,  the  passengers  are  landed. 
There  is  a  b<x>king-ofiice  here  for 
taking  through  tickets  in  all  directions. 
A  long  array  of  carriages,  porters, 
guides,  and  horses,  wiU  be  found 
awaiting  their  disembarkation:  also  a 
diligence  which  runs  to  Interlaken; 
&re  1  fr.  One-horse  char,  2  frs. ; 
two-horse,  3  frs.  Those  bound  to 
Grindelwald  by  the  carrisge-road. 
would  take  their  char  or  carriage 
frx)m  here. 

Unteneen,  a  village  of  1000  Inhab., 
composed  (except  the  Castle  on  the 
market«place,  and  Rathhaits)  of  wooden 
houses,  many  of  them  brown  from  age, 
being  two  oenturies  old.  It  suffered 
from  an  inundation  Aug.  1851,  which 
swept  away  its  bridge  and  some  of  its 
houses,  and  the  landlord  of  H.  des 
Alpes  was  drowned  at  the  same 
time* 


80 


ROUTE  25  A. — INTERLAEEN. 


Sect.  L 


It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
t.veen  the  lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienz, 
whence  its  name,  and  that  of  its  im- 
mediate neighbour,  Interlaken,  both 
signifying  **  between  the  lakes."  In- 
terlaken  has  of  late  become  so  com- 
pletely a  fashionable  watering-place, 
that  those  who  wish  for  quiet  and 
e  :onomy  resort  to  the  pensions  here, 
of  which  there  are  several.  The  Hotel 
and  Peruum  Beausite  (4  fr.  25  c  a-day) 
is  very  well  spoken  of. 

The  manuflActory  of  Parquet  fioormgs 
of  MM.  Seller  is  worth  a  visit. 

*«*  Travellers  having  made  up 
their  minds  at  which  house  they  will 
put  up,  in  Interlaken,  should  insist 
on  being  driven  to  it,  and  not  be  de- 
terred by  being  told  that  «*itiafull" 
— a  common  trick  with  persons  inte- 
rested in  other  houses. 

Interlaken,  Inns:  H.  and  pension, 
Junefrau-Blick,  new,  1865,  and  very 
good,  stands  on  a  commanding  emi- 
nence a  little  way  out  of  the  town  ; 
far  the  largest  and  best  situated. 
It  is  raised  above  the  damp  air 
of  the  plaiiif  and  commands  views 
of  both  lakes.  H.  Belvedere,  good  ; 
Schweiser  Hof ;  Hotel  d'lnterlaken  ; 
H.  and  pension  des  Alpes  (H.  du  Lac, 
on  the  Lake  of  Brienz;  H.  Beau  Site; 
H.  Ritschard,  large,  good,  chiefly  Ger- 
man. There  are  at  least  a  dozen 
pensions  or  boarding-houses  here, 
where  travellers  are  received  for  one 
day,  paying  as  at  an  hotel,  or  for 
a  stay  of  5  or  even  3  days  en  pen- 
sion, at  lower  charges,  varymg  between 
5  and  6  fr.  a-day,  exclusive  of 
wine,  for  boarding  and  lodging.  The 
principal  pensions  are  Strubes; — the 
Casino  amjrds  as  good  accommoda- 
tion as  any  in  the  place;  —  Cam- 
pagne  Fesenegg,  near  the  Brienz 
roaid.  At  most  of  these  houses  there 
is  a  daily  table-dliote,  and  during  the 
season  balls  are  now  and  then  given 
at  one  or  other.  Pension  Ober,  very 
comfortable. 

In  1859  a  Kursaal,  designed  after 
the  fashion  of  those  at  the  German 
Baths,  with  restaurant,  reading-rooms, 
a  ball  and  concert  room,  play-tables, 


Ac.,  was  opened  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  visitors;  entrance  1  ft*.  Fortu- 
nately the  Bernese  government  has 
interdicted  the  hazard-tables,  which 
the  managers  desired  to  introduce. 

Interlaken  has  few  sights  or  lions 
for  the  tourist  or  passing  traveller, 
who  need  not  stop  here,  unless  he  re- 
quire to  rest  himself  Its  beautiful 
position,  however,  on  a  little  plain 
between  the  lakes,  in  full  view  of  the 
Jungfrau,  whose  snowy  summit  is 
seen  through  a  gap  in  the  minor  chain 
of  Alps,  its  vicinity  to  numerous  in- 
teresting sites,  and  some  of  the  most 
pleasing  excursions  in  Switzerland, 
together  with  its  cheapness  as  a  place 
of  residence,  have  spread  its  reputa- 
tion through  Europe,  and  have  con- 
verted it  into  a  sort  of  watering- 
place,  thronged  with  English,  German, 
American,  and  other  foreign  visitors. 
The  village  itself,  a  collection  of  white- 
washed lodging-houses,  with  trim  green 
blinds,  has  nothing  Swiss  in  its  cha- 
racter. Still,  however,  though  no  longer 
a  place  of  retirement,  Interlaken  must 
not  be  disparaged;  its  almost  endless 
widks  and  rides,  its  boating  parties  on 
the  two  lakes,  its  picnics  and  balls, 
would,  in  the  society  of  friends,  afibrd 
amusement  for  a  season.  In  front  of 
the  lodging-houses  runs  a  magnifi- 
cent Aventie  of  huge  Walnut-treeSf  most 
inviting  from  its  cool  shade. 

Excursions,  (a)  The  wooded  slopes  of 
the  Harder,  a  hill  on  the  opposite  oank 
of  the  Aar,  are  rendered  accessible  by 
easy  paths,  commanding  a  delightful 
view.  Keep  to  the  paths,  and  beware 
of  the  slippery  and  really  dangerous 
pprass  along  the  ridge  :  an  English 
lady  perished  here  in  1850.  (6)  The 
Rugen,  distance  about  2  m.,  commands 
a  very  beautiful  view.  Walks  and 
drives  have  been  cut  through  the  ad- 
joining woods,  (c)  The  old  Castle  of 
Unspunnen  is  within  an  easy  walk  even 
for  ladies;  while  (cf)  the  Giesbach  falls, 
(tf )  Lauterbrunnen,  with  the  Staubbach, 
and  (/ )  Grindelwald  with  its  glaciers, 
are  within  a  short  morning's  row  or 
ride,  (g)  The  top  of  the  Wengem 
Alp  may  be  reached  from  this  in  5  hrs., 
and  (A)  the  Faulhom  in  6  hrs.  (t;  The 
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Morgenberg;  sometiiiieB  called  Gumi- 
horn  (7400  fL),  is  easy  of  ascent,  and 
commands  a  remarkably  fine  view.  It 
is  the  extremity  of  the  range  which 
walls  in  the  lake  of  Brienz  on  the  S. 
{j)  The  "Schynige  Platte,"  which 
crown  the  L  portal  of  the  Laaterbrun- 
nen  valley.  The  view  from  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  that  can  be  obtained  of 
the  Oberland  range,  and  for  ladies  it  is 
the  easiest  of  access.  A  carriage  takes 
I  h.  to  Gsteig.  Hie  same  horses  are 
used  for  the  ascent,  which  leaves  the 
lianterbmnnen  road  immediately  be- 
hind the  oh.  of  Gsteig,  and  reaches  the 
Schynige  Platte  in  3  hrs.  {Inn,  small, 
good).  The  view  comprises  the  whole 
range  of  the  Oberlana  Mts.,  from  the 
WeUhom  to  the  Blomlis  Alp.  The 
mole-path  np  to  the  Inn  is  good,  thence 
a  rough  path,  not  fit  for  mules,  leads 
in  4  hr.  to  the  Taubenhom,  whence 
the  view  is  panonunic.  A  footpath, 
which  is  to  be  improved  into  a  mule- 
path,  leads  from  the  Sch.  Platte  in 
3^  hrs.  to  the  Faulhom.  {k)  Ano- 
ther interestine^  excursion  is  that  of 
the  Suleck,  whose  summit  may  be 
reached  in  '6^  hrs.  by  Isenfluh.  Many 
others  of  the  surrounding  mountains 
will  repay  an  ascent.  The  streams 
usaaUy  originate  in  small  elaciers,  not 
seen  from  the  valley.  They  are  de- 
scribed in  the  following  tour  of  the 
Oberland.  The  view  frt>m  the  church- 
vard  of  Aachi,  on  the  S.  shore  of  the 
lake  of  Thun,  forms  a  deserving  ob- 
ject of  a  day's  excursion.  You  leave 
the  carriage-road  to  Thun  at  Leis- 
sigen,  and  take  a  footpath  on  the  1. 
along  a  lane  for  5  m.  The  carriage 
may  wait  at  Spietz.  (See  Bte.  37.) 

At  Urfers  Subscription  Reading^ 
room  and  Library  'TheTimes,'  *Gali- 
gnani,'*D^ats,  &c.,  are  taken  in. 

The  English  Church  Service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  twice  in  the  Old 
church  by  an  English  clerr^man,  for 
whom  a  small  stipend  is  formed  by 
voluntary  contributions  among  his 
countrymen. 

Dr,  Mcni^  physician,  speaks  English, 
and  keeps  an  English  dispensary.  His 
goafs  vhey  establishment  is  much  re- 
sorted to  by  invalids. 


Mountain-^Bonies  may  be  hired  at 
Interlaken  at  11  fr.  a-day,  bonnemain 
included,  for  one  pony,  or  10  fr.  each 
when  several  are  taken.  The  Guides 
abound,  and  are  paid  by  tariff,  at  the 
rate  of  6  frs.  per  mem,  but  expect  1  fr. 
bonnemain.  Instances  of  gross  mis- 
conduct are  very  rare ;  but  there  is 
no  remedy  except  an  appeal  to  a  magis» 
trate,  who  usually  seems  to  consider 
the  tourist  fair  game. 

B.  Interlaken  to  Lauterhnmnen, 

About  2  hours'  walk— a  drive  of  U  h. 
Carriage  there  and  back,  with  a  halt 
of  2  hrs.,  one  horse,  8  fr.;  two  horses, 
15  fr.  After  passing  a  tract  of  ver- 
dant meadow-land,  on  which  great 
wrestling-matches  (one  of  which  has 
been  described  by  Madame  de  Stael) 
are  periodically  held,  the  road  passes 
on  the  rt.  the  Castle  of  Unspunnen: 
it  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state, 
but  a  square  tower,  with  a  flanking 
round  turret,  rise  picturesquely  above 
the  brushwood  surrounding  them.  It 
is  the  reputed  residence  of  Manfred, 
and  its  position  in  front  of  the  high 
Alps  renders  it  not  unlikely  that  Byron 
may  have  had  it  in  his  eye.  The  real 
owners  of  the  castle  were  the  barons 
of  Unspunnen,  a  noble  and  ancient 
race,  who  were  lords  of  the  whole 
Oberland,  from  the  Grimsel  to  the 
Gremmi  Burkard,  the  last  male  de- 
scendant of  this  family,  bad  a  beau- 
tiful and  only  daughter,  Ida,  who  was 
beloved  by  a  young  knight  attached 
to  the  Court  of  Berchtold  of  Ziih- 
rineen,  between  whom  and  Burkard 
a  deadly  feud  had  long  subsisted. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  youth- 
ful Rudolph  of  Wadenswyl,  despair- 
ing of  obtaining  the  father's  consent 
to  their  union,  scaled  the  castle-walls 
by  night,  carried  Ida  off,  and  made 
her  his  bride.  Many  years  of  bloody 
strife  between  the  two  parties  followed 
this  event  At  length  Rudolph,  tak- 
ing his  infant  son  by  Ida  along  with 
him,  presented  himself,  unarm^  and 
without  attendants,  to  Burkard,  in  the 
midst  of  his  stronghold.  Such  an 
appeal  to  the  old  man's  affections  and 
generosity  was  irresistible  $  he  melted 
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into  tears,  forgot  hU  wrongs,  and,  re- 
oeiving  his  children  into  nis  bosom, 
made  Rudolph's  son  the  heir  of  his 
Tast  possessions.  At  the  time  of  the 
reconciliation,  the  old  baron  had  said, 
**  Let  this  day  be  for  ever  celebrated 
among  us  ;"  and  rural  games  were  in 
consequence,  for  many  years,  held  on 
the  spot.  These  were  rcTived  in  1805 
and  1808,  and  consisted  of  gymnastic 
exercises,  wrestling,  pitchmg  the 
stone,  &0.,  in  which  tne  natives  of 
the  different  cantons  contended  with 
one  another,  while  spectators  from 
far  and  near  coUeetea  on  a  natural 
amphitheatre.  A  huge  fragment  of 
recK,  we^hing  184  lbs.,  wnich  was 
hurled  10  ft.  by  an  athlete  from  Ap- 
pensdl^  may  still  be  seen  half  buried 
in  the  ground. 

Leaving  behind  the  villages  of 
Wyiderswyt  and  Miihlinen,  whose 
inhalHtaats  ai»  sadly  afflicted  with 
goitre  (§  18),  the  road  plunges  into 
the  narrow  aad  sarage  g^rge  of  the 
torrent  Lfittchine.  Not  far  up,  the 
road  passes  a  «pot  ^  evil  repute  as 
the  scene  of  a  fratricide — ^just  the 

Elace  for  sneh  a  deed.**  It  was  marked 
y  an  inscription  la  tke  face  of  a 
projecting  rockf  called,  from  the 
murder,  the  BvU  fitone  (Bdee  Stein), 
or  Brother's  Stone.  The  encroach- 
ments of  the  river  upon  tke  road 
rendered  it  necessary  to  blast  a  por- 
tion of  the  rock  in  order  to  widen 
-the  carriageway,  in  doing  whidithe 
inscription  has  been  displaced.  The 
murderer  of  his  brother,  according  to 
the  story,  was  lord  of  the  Gastie  of 
Bothenflue,  which  stood  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  valley.  Stung  with 
remorse,  he  fled  away  from  the  sight 
of  man,  wandered  an  outcast  among 
the  vUds  like  Cain,  and  periled 
miserably. 

At  the  handet  of  Zweilfitsdhinen, 
about  two  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  the  valley.  It  divides  into  two 
branches:  liiat  on  the  L,  from  which 
flows  the  Black  L&tschine,  is  the  val- 
ley of  Grindelwald.  Tke  carriage- 
road  to  Grindelwald  (Rte.  c)  crosses 
the  bridge  and  leads  up  the  valley, 
terminated  by  the  gigantic  mass  and 
.everlasting  snows  of  the  Wetterhom 


(Bte.  25  d)  ;  that  of  the  rt,  traversed 
by  the  White  Ltitschine,  is  the  valley 
of  the  Lauterbrunnen,  and  it  ought 
to  be  visited  first. 

The  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen  is 
remarkable  for  its  depth,  its  con- 
tracted width,  and  for  the  precipices 
of  limestone,  nearly  vertical,  which 
enclose  it  like  wails.  Its  name,  lite- 
rally translated,  means  **  nothing  but 
fountains;"  and  is  derived,  no  cbubt, 
from  the  number  of  streamlets  which 
cast  themselves  headlong  from  the 
brows  of  the  cliffs  into  the  valley 
below,  looking  at  a  distance  like  so 
many  pendulous  white  threads. 

The  road  to  Lauterbrunnen  passes 
under  the  base  of  a  colossal  pred- 
pioe,  called  Hunnenflne,  whose  face 
displays  sin^pilar  contortions  in  the 
limestone  strata.  If  the  clouds  permit, 
the  summit  of  the  Jungfrau  now 
bursts  into  sight)  and  soon  after,  sur- 
mounting a  steep  slope,  we  reach 

Lauterbnmnen,  Inn :  Capricorn 
(Steinbock),  good,  rather  dear;  20 
horses  are  kept  here. 

This  village  contains  about  1350 
Inhab.,  dweUing  in  rustic  houses, 
scattered  widely  apart,  along  both 
banks  of  the  torrent.  It  lies  2450  ft 
above  the  sea,  so  sunk  between  pre- 
cipices that,  in  summer,  the  sun  does 
not  appear  till  7  o'clock,  and  in  win- 
ter not  before  12.  Only  the  hardier 
species  of  grain  gprow  here,  and  the 
climate  is  lumost  too  rough  for  pears 
and  apples.  About  30  shoots  of  water 
dangle  from  the  edge  of  the  ramparts 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  valley; 
and,  when  their  tops  are  enveloped  m 
cluuua,  appear  to  burst  at  once  from 
the  sky :  many  of  them  are  dried  up 
in  summer.  These  minor  falls,  how- 
ever, are  all  eclipsed  by  that  of  the 
Staubbachj  distant  about  ^  a  mile  from 
the  inn.  It  is  one  of  the  loftiest  falls 
in  Europe,  measuring  between  800  and 
900  feet  m  height;  and  from  this  cause, 
and  from  the  comparatively  small  body 
of  water  forming  it,  it  is  shivered  by 
the  wind  into  spray  like  dust  long 
before  it  reaches  the  bottom  (whence 
its  name — literally,  Dust^streum). 

Strangers,  who  expect  in  the  Staub- 
bach  the  rushing  and  roaring  rapidity 


Suoitxerlomd.         bottte  25  b. — the  staubbacu.    MUHRSif. 


83 


of  a  cataract,  will  here  be  disap- 
pointed; but,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
this  want  is  atoned  for  by  other  beau* 
ties  peculiar  to  this  falL  The  friction 
of  the  rock,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
air,  retard  the  descent  of  the  water, 
giving  it,  when  seen  in  front,  the 
appearance  of  a  beantifal  lace  veil 
anspended  from  the  precipice,  and 
imitating,  in  its  centre,  the  folds  of 
the  drapeiy.  When  very  fuU,  it 
shoots  out  from  the  rock,  and  is  bent 
by  the  wind  into  flickering  undula- 
tions. Byron  has  described  it  admi- 
rably, boui  in  prose  and  verse: — 

**  llie  torrent  is  in  shape,  curving 
over  the  rock,  like  the  taxi  of  a  white 
horse  streaming  in  the  wind — such  as 
it  might  be  conceived  would  be  that  of 
the  'pale  horse*  on  which  Death  is 
mounted  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
neither  mist  nor  water,  but  a  some- 
thing between  both :  its  immense 
height  gives  it  a  wave  or  curve — a 
spreading  here  or  condension  there 
—  wonderful  and  indescribable."  — 
JovonaL 

**  It  is  not  noon— the  snnbow*!  rays  still  arch 
The  torrent  with  the  many  hues  of  heaven, 
▲nd  roll  the  sheeted  silyer'a  wavinj;  column 
O'er  the  crags  headlonr  perpendicniar, 
And  fling  Its  lines  of  roaming  light  along, 
And  to  and  fh>,  lilce  the  pale  courser's  tail. 
The  giant  steed  to  be  bestrode  by  Death, 
As  told  in  the  Aporalypae."  Ma^td, 

The  Staubbach  is  seen  to  perfection 
before  noon,  when  the  iris  formed  by 
the  sun  falling  frtll  upon  it,  **like  a 
jrainbow  come  dovm  to  pay  a  visit — 
moving  as  you  move,"  and  the  shadow 
of  the  water  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
give  an  additional  interest.  At  other 
times  it  is  as  well  seen  from  the  inn 
as  from  the  nearest  point  which  can  be 
reached  without  becoming  drenched 
with  spray.  Wordsworth  has  called 
it  '*  a  sky-bom  waterfall;"  and  when 
the  clouds  are  low  and  rest  on  the 
sides  of  the  valley,  it  literally  appears 
to  leap  from  the  sky.  In  wmter, 
when  the  torrent  is  nearly  arrested 
by  the  frost,  a  vast  pyramid  of  ice 
is  formed  by  the  drippmg  of  the  water 
from  above,  increasing  gradually 
upwards  in  the  manner  of  a  stalag- 
mite, until  the  colossal  icicle  reaches 
nearly  half  way  up    the  precipice. 


There  is  a  smaller  npper-fSeJl  above 
the  one  seen  from  Lauterbrunnen. 
A  footpath  leads  up  to  it  in  f  of  an 
hour,  but  few  think  it  worth  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent. 

Ulrich  Lauener,  of  Lauterbrunnen,. 
is  a  celebrated  goide.  His  brethei; 
Johann  lost  his  life  in  pursuit  of 
chamois  on  the  preeipices  oi  the  Jung-, 
frau.  A  younger  brother,  Chcistian. 
Lauener,  is  a  good  and  steady  guid^. 

[A  very  Intereiting  *Excur»ion  may 
be  made  from  Lauterbrunneli  to  the 
range  immediatriy  £.  of  the  vUlage. 
About  200  yards  beyond  th^  village 
a  good  horse-road  ascends  rapidly  to. 
the  rt.,  crosses  the  stxeasi  of  the  Staub- 
bach above  the  falls,  and  reaches  in 
2^  fars.  the  highland  village  otMurren. 
*Inn  (H.  du  Silberhorn);  it  is  well  to. 
agree  about  prices  beforehand,  espe-. 
cially  if  you  stay  2  or  3  days.  The 
view  of  the  Oberland  chaii^  is  very  fine, 
and  is  further  improved  by  ascending 
to  a  point  about  half  an  hoiir  abov^  the 
uul.  The  Jungfrau  is  seen  from  top 
to  bottom,  better  than  from  Wengern 
Alp.  But  the  main  object  of  attraction 
is  we  adjoining  peak  of  the  Schilihorn 
(9799  Eng.  ft.),  commandins:  one  of 
the  finest  views  in  the  whole  range 
of  the  Alps»  It  may  be  reached  from 
Miirren  in  from  3  to  4  ^n.,  the  greater 
part  of  the  way  by  an  excellept  horse- 
path, but  at  the  end  over  sopie  8^ow» 
by  a  steep  and  rather  difficult  ascent, 
in  some  states  of  the  snow.  It  has  been 
frequently  accomplished  by  ladies, 
A  melancholy  catastrophe  occurred 
here,  1865 ;  Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  whil^ 
making  the  ascent  with  her  husbaiid, 
was  struck  dead  by  lightning.  Houn* 
taineers  may  descend  into  the  Seefinetu- 
Thai  (Bte.  36),  and  thence  into  the 
Upper  Valley  of  Lauterbrunnen. 
Guides  may  be  bad  In  abundance  at 
Miirren. 

Upper  Valley  of  Lauterbrunn, 

Of  the  multitudes  who  visit  Lau- 
terbrunn,  a  very  small  proportion 
trouble  themselves  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley,  the  scenery 
of  which  is  of  the  highest  order  of 
beauty.    The  fall  of  the  Schmadribach 
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is  quite  a  sufficient  object  for  a  day's 
excursion;  being,  in  truth,  inferior  to 
few  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  large  body 
of  water,  which,  issuing  from  the  gla- 
cier, throws  itself  immediately  over  a 
precipice  of  great  height,  and  again 
makes  two  more  leaps,  of  inferior 
height,  but  great  beauty,  before  reach- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  Talley.  The 
road  on  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  con- 
tinues nearly  on  a  level,  underneath 
the  magnificent  crags  of  the  Black 
Monk,  ^hile  numerous  cascades  of  the 
Staubbach  character,  leap  from  the 
lofty  crags  on  the  rt.  into  the  valley. 

The  curious  little  cascade  of  the 
Trummelbach,  issuing  from  a  deep 
ravine  under  the  Jungfrau,  may  be 
visited  by  the  way.  The  road  as  far 
as  Steckelberg,  about  1  hr.  from  Lau- 
terbrunnen, is  practicable  for  a  small 
char,  beyond  that  place  it  is  so  nar- 
row that  horses  can  alone  go  for  ano- 
ther (  hr.,  as  far  as  the  hamlet  of 
I^achsel  Lauinenj  opposite  which  will 
be  seen  the  remains  of  an  ava- 
lanche, called  by  the  same  name, 
which  fsdls  annually  from  the  Jung- 
frau, and  spreads  its  ruins  over  a 
surface  of  many  hundred  acres.  An 
hour  farther,  in  which  there  is  a  steep 
ascent  to  be  surmounted,  stands  a 
single  chftlet,  near  the  foot  of  the 
lower  fall;  from  which  there  is  ^an 
hour's  sharp  ascent  to  the  foot  or  the 
upper  fall.  Deciduous  trees  cease 
below  Trachsel  Lauinen;  thence  to 
the  fall,  the  way  lies  generally  through 
pine  forests,  and  the  pasturage  is 
abundant  to  a  much  greater  height 
High  above  tower  the  summits  of  the 
chain,  which,  branching  from  the 
Jungfrau,  is  continued  in  an  unbroken 
line  of  ice  to  the  Gremmi. 

If  the  path  hitherto  taken  to  the 
upper  fall  be  still  further  followed,  it 
leads  over  some  marshy  land  and,  in 
f  hr.  sharp  ascent  to  the  rt.,  to  the 
h^hest  pasturages  in  this  part  of  the 
Alps,  immediately  under  the  glaciers 
of  the  Breithom.  The  view  hence  is 
very  fine.  The  Steinberg  (Rte.  35) 
may  be  easily  reached  by  descending 
a  rather  faintly-marked  path  to  the  rt., 
leading  close  to  the  Tscfaingel  glacier, 
and  in  ^  hr.  to  a  cowhouse.    The  | 


stream  must  here  be  crossed,  and  the 
higher  path  followed,  when  the  Stein- 
berg is  attained  almost  on  a  level. 
The  view  from  this  point  is  mag- 
nificent, and  embraces  the  whole  range 
of  the  giants  of  this  portion  of  the 
Alps  from  the  Jungfrau  to  the  Blnmlis, 
in  close  proximity.  It  is  quite  possible 
to  descend  from  the  Steinberg  and 
ascend  the  Miirren  without  going  into 
the  valley.  I'he  path  is  not  difficult 
to  find,  as  it  is  tolerably  well  marked 
near  the  Steinberg  chdlet,  and  its 
direction  thence  easily  seen.  It  enters 
the  mule-road  to  Miirren  near  the  fine 
fall  of  the  stream,  issuing  from  the 
Sefinen  ThaL 


C.  Lauterbrunnen  to  Grindelwaldy — a.  By 
the  char-road.  b.  By  the  Wengez-n  Alp, 

Both  Lauterbrunnen  and  Grindel- 
wald  may  be  visited  in  one  rather 
lone  day  from  Interlaken,  returning 
in  the  evening.  If  the  Weneem  Alp 
route  is  chosen,  a  char  may  be  taken 
at  Interlaken,  and  the  saddle-horses 
may  be  used  to  draw  the  char,  saddles 
being  taken  with  it.  The  char  may 
then  be  left  at  Lauterbrunnen,  and 
will  be  run  down  by  boys  to  the 
junction  of  the  Grindelwald  road, 
where  it  will  be  found  by  the  tourists, 
who  will  in  the  mean  time  have 
crossed  the  Wengem  Alp,  and  come 
down  from  Grin&lwald  on  the  char* 
horses.  One  horse,  20  fr.;  two  horses, 
40  fr.  for  this  expedition. 

a.  By  the  high-road  the  time  oocu« 
pied  in  going  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Grindelwald  is  about  2  hrs. — the  dis- 
tance about  9  m.  It  is  necessary  to 
return  down  the  valley  as  far  as  the 
Zwei-Lutschinen,  then,  crossing  the 
White,  to  ascend,  by  the  side  of  the 
Black  Lutschine,  a  lone  ascent  through 
a  valley,  not  unlike  tnat  of  Simla  at 
the  base  of  the  Himalayas,  with  the 
precipices  of  the  Wetterhom  and  the 
peaks  of  the  Eigher  in  the  background. 
K^earer  to  Grindelwald  the  two  gla« 
ciers  appear  in  sight. 

6.  In  fine  weather  there  aro  few 
more  interesting  or  exciting  journeys 
on  horseback  among  the  Alps  than 
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that  OTer  the  Wengem  Alp,  or  Lesaer 
Scheideck,  Independently  of  the  glori- 
ous view  of  the  Jongfrau,  and  other 
giants  of  the  Bernese  chain,  it  is  from 
the  Weoffem  Alp  that  aTalanches  are 
seen  and  heard  in  gpreatest  perfec- 
tion, and  no  one  should  abanoon  the 
expedition  without  an  effort.  It  occu- 
pies 7  hrs.,  including  2  hrs.halt  at  the 
summit.  It  is  constantly  traversed  by 
ladies  on  horseback,  or  in  a  chaise  a 
porteur  (§  10).  Those  who  are  at  all 
able  to  walk  need  take  a  horse  to  the 
Bommit  only,  for  which  one  day  is 
charged ;  for  the  whole  journey,  1^ 

The  bridle-path  turns  off  at  thechapel 
nearly  opposite  the  Staubbach,  and 
after  crossing  the  river  ascends  steep 
zigzags,  which  lead  out  of  the  valley  ot 
Ijanterbrunnen,  in  order  to  surmount 
the  ridge  separating  it  from  that  of 
Grindelwald.  After  nearly  an  hour  of 
toilsome  ascent,  passing  the  houses  of 
a  scattered  hamlet,  it  reaches  a  more 
gradual  slope  of  meadow  land.  The 
valley  of  Lanterbrunn,  beneath  whose 
precipices  the  traveller  has  previously 
crept  with  some  little  awe,  presents 
from  this  height  the  aspect  of  a  mere 
trench;  the  staubbach  is  reduced  to 
a  thin  thread,  and  its  upper  fall,  and 
previous  winding,  before  it  makes  its 
final  leap,  are  exposed  to  view  and 
looked  down  upon.  The  path  winds 
to  the  rt.  round  the  shoulder  of  the 
hiU,  and  then,  becoming  steep  and  slip- 
pery, crosses  the  meadows  advancing 
towards  the  Jungfirau,  which  now 
rises  in  front  of  the  spectator,  with 
its  vast  expanse  of  snow  and  glacier, 
in  all  its  magnificence.  Not  only  its 
summit,  but  all  the  mass  of  the 
mountain  above  the  level  of  the  spec- 
tator, is  white  with  ^rpetual  snow 
of  virgin  purity,  which  breaks  off 
abruptly  at  the  edge  of  a  black  pre- 
cipice, forming  one  side  of  a  ravine 
sMKiTating  the  Jungfrau  from  the 
li^ngemAlp.  It  appears  to  be  within 
gun-shot  of  the  spectator — so  colossal 
are  its  proportions,  that  the  effect  of 
distance  is  lost. 

About  half  an  hour's  walk  short 
of  the  col  of  the  Lesser  Scheideck 
(where  also  there  is  an  Inn)  is  a  very 


tolerable  /im,  H.  de  la  Jvngfrau^ 
containing  20  beds  to  accommodate 
strangers  who  choose  to  await  the  sun- 
rise at  this  elevation,  on  the  brow  of 
the  ravine,  5350  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
directly  facing  the  Jungfrau.  From 
this  point  the  mountain  is  best  seen, 
as  well  as  the  avalanches  descending 
from  it.  The  precipice  before  alluded 
to,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  moun« 
tain,  is  channelled  with  furrows  or 
grooves,  down  which  the  avalanches 
descend.  They  are  most  numerous 
a  little  after  noon,  when  the  sun  and 
wind  exercise  the  greatest  influence 
on  the  glacier  in  loosening  masses  of 
it,  and  causing  them  to  break  off 

The  attention  is  first  arrested  by  a 
distant  roar,  not  unlike  thunder,  and 
in  half  a  minute,  a  gush  of  white 
powder,  resembling  a  small  cataract, 
is  perceived  issuing  out  of  «one  of  the 
upper  grooves  or  gullies;  it  then  sinks 
into  a  low  fissure,  and  is  lost  only 
to  reappear  at  a  lower  stage  some 
hundred  feet  below;  soon  after  an- 
other roar,  and  a  fresh  gush  from  a 
lower  guUy,  till  the  mass  of  ice,  reach- 
ing the  lowest  step,  is  precipitated 
into  the  gulf  below.  By  watchmg  at- 
tentively the  sloping  white  side  of  the 
Jungfrau,  the  separation  of  the  frag- 
ment of  ice  from  the  mass  of  the 
glacier  which  produces  this  thunder, 
may  be  seen  at  the  moment  when  dis- 
engaged and  before  the  sound  reaches 
the  ear.  Sometimes  it  merely  slides 
down  over  the  surface,  at  others  it 
turns  over  in  a  cake;  but  in  an  instant 
after  it  disappears,  is  shattered  to 
atoms,  and,  m  passing  through  the 
different  gullies^  apparently  gpround 
to  a  fine  powder.  Independent  of  the 
sound,  which  is  an  awfiu  interruption 
of  the  silence  lunially  prevailing  on  the 
high  Alps,  there  is  nothing  grand  or 
striking  in  these  falling  masses:  and, 
indeed,  it  is  difiicult,  at  first,  to  believe 
that  these  echoing  thunders  arise 
from  so  slight  a  cause  in  appearance. 
The  spectator  must  bear  in  mind  that 
they  are  at  the  distance  of  1  m.  from 
him,  that  at  each  discham  whole  tons 
of  ice  are  hurled  down  the  mountain, 
and  that  the  seeming  dust  to  which 
it  is  reduced  includes  block  s  capable 
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of  sweeping  away  large  trees,  if  snch 
occurred  in  their  course.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  summer  three  or 
four  such  discharges  may  be  seen  in 
an  hour;  in  cold  weather  they  are  less 
numerous ;  in  the  autumn  scarcely 
any  occur.  The  avalanches  finally 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Triimle- 
ten,  the  uninhabited  ravine  dividing 
Che  Jungfrau  from  the  Wengem  Alp, 
far  deeper  than  travellers  along  the 
male-track  have  any  idea  of;  and,  on 
melting,  send  forth  a  stream  which 
falls  into  the  Lutschine,  a  little  above 
Lauterbrunnen.  [Mr.  Galton  visited 
in  August,  1863,  the  principal  gully 
down  which  the  avalanches  find  their 
way  to  the  Triimleten  Thai,  and  found 
the  excursion  perfectly  practicable 
and  free  from  danger,  in  1^  or  2  hrs. 
firom  the  Inn.  llie  guides  in  1864 
pointed  out  a  still  easier  way.  The 
stream  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  is 
crossed  b^r  a  bridee;  then  a  talus  of 
snow  and  ice  that  has  fallen  from  the 
Gnggi  glacier:  thence  along  a  slope 
of  swanl  to  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the 
Jungfrau  by  the  side  of  the  gully. 
**  When  the  avalanches  appeared,  the 
sights  and  sounds  were  worthy  of 
the  scale  on  which  they  were  enacted. 
The  nerpendicular  fiul  of  the  de- 
tachea  masses  of  snow  and  ice  before 
they  reach  the  bead  of  the  gaily, 
must  be  2000  ft.  The  length  of  the 
gully  is  nearly  1000  ft.  more,  and 
the  talus  of  ice  debris  extends  throagh 
almost  2000  ft.  beyond.  Hence  £e 
entire  fall  of  the  avalanche  is  nearly 
5000  ft.  of  perpendicular  descent.  The 
avalanches  give  timely  notice  of  their 
coming  by  a  prodigious  roar  and  a 
menacing  cloud  of  snow-dust,  shot  out 
overhead  When  they  appeared  as 
an  ice  cataract  at  the  foot  of  the 
^ully,  the  hurtling  of  the  ice-balls 
in  the  air  (ground  mto  that  shape  by 
mutual  attraction),  and  their  crash 
when  they  fall  was  almost  frightfuL 
The  storm  was  irregular  in  its  out- 
bursts. Frequently  there  were  vast 
gushes  of  water,  due  to  some  sub- 
glacial  reservoir,  whose  foremost  wall 
had  partly  supplied  the  avalanche. 
When  fragments  of  snow  and  ice 
reached  the  talus  or  slope,  they  slide 


swiftly  and  steadily,  side  by  side,  with 
a  rustling  sound.  They  are  all  of 
them  rounded  balls,  mostly  of  about 
1  ft.  in  diameter,  and  never  exceeding 
1  yard.  There  weire  two  good  points  of 
view  by  the  side  of  the  talus;  one  was 
near  a  g^rge  which  interrupted  the 
regularity  of  its  course,  and  tne  other 
was  much  lower  down,  at  the  place 
whence  almost  the  entire  ice  cascade, 
as  well  as  the  talus,  could  be  seen  in 
one  long  straight  line.  But  by  far  the 
grandest  position  is  at  the  very  foot 
of  the  gully;  to  reach  this  requires 
help  from  a  guide.  Overhang^g  slabs 
of  rock  afford  a  niche  within  80  yards 
of  its  mouth,  Uiat  seems  perfectly  se- 
cure from  any  fall  of  snow  over  the 
face  of  the  cliff  that  is  likely  to  occur 
in  the  summer-time. 

A  large  party,  mostly  of  ladies  and 
children,  made  the  expedition  in  1864 
without  difficulty,  from  the  Jungfrau 
Hotel  to  the  side  of  the  avalanche 
path,  in  2|  hrs.,  all  delays  included. 
The  V  rode  for  1  hr.  6  min.,  and  leaving 
the  horses  to  await  their  return,  at  a 
group  of  mayens,  1450  ft.  below  the 
level  of  the  Jungfrau  Hotel,  walked 
the  rest  of  the  way.  Leaving  the 
Jungfrau  Hotel  the  route  follows  the 
main  road  towards  Lauterbrunnen 
for  22  min.,  then  turns  L,  down  to  a 
cattle-stable,  whose  large  roof  shows 
clearly  some  800  fit.  below  the  road, 
and  8  min.  short  of  the  Bellevue  H. 
Thence  down  a  grass-field,  bearing 
ri^ht  towards  Miirren,  which  is  con- 
spicuously perched  in  the  far  distance 
on  its  Alp.  Then  through  a  forest 
(part  of  tne  way  steep  and  slippery 
for  horses),  past  a  single  small  mayen, 
to  a  group  of  them  ;  here  the  horses 
must  be  lefL  Then  on  foot  over  a 
bridge,  and  onwards  bearing  to  the  rt., 
without  ascending,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  small  hill  opposite,  to 
the  side  of  the  Guggi  Racier,  or  ra- 
ther avalauche  path.  The  rte.  con- 
tinues for  5  min.  alongside  its  moraine, 
but  separated  from  it  by  a  torrent^ 
which  pours  into  an  ice  cavern.  Below 
this  cavern,  25  min.  from  the  mayens, 
the  glacier  is  crossed,  at  a  level  of 
160(1  ft.  below  the  Jungfrau  Hotel.  It 
is  1 20  yards  broad,  and  so  distant  from 


*  Ya  toppUng  cngs  of  k  _ 
Te  aoalanchn^  whom  a  brMth  drawi  down 
In  mountainooA  o'er  whelming,  come  and  croah 

met 
/  hear  y§  mamtntly  oAove,  beneath^ 
Crash  with  afireqtient  auMict;  but  ye  jmm. 
And  only  fkll  on  things  that  stQl  would  live ; 
On  the  yonng  flourishing  Torest,  or  the  hut 
And  hamlet  of  the  harmleM  vf  Ilai^er. 
The  miats  boil  ap  around  the  glaciers ;  elomdi 
Rue  curling  fkr  beneath  me,  white  and  aul- 

phnry, 
Lik€/oam/rom  the  nnaed  ocean  of  deep  hell!*' 
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the  ice  clifTs  thftt  fbed  it,  that  a  jMrBon 
need  hardly  hasten  his  usual  paoe,  even 
if  an  avalanche  were  to  detach  itself 
when  he  was  exactly  halfway  across, 
and  in  the  very  centre  of  its  path. 
The  opposite  side  of  the  valley  is  as- 
eendea  oy  a  goat-track,  dose  to  the 
rock  that  first  shows  signs  of  her- 
bage, reckoning  from  the  L  There 
18  nere  a  **  mauvais  pas "  up  which 
children  will  scramble  without  assist- 
ance. It  is  a  much  better  way  than 
that  which  was  described  by  Mr. 
Galton,  lower  down  to  the  rt. 

Henceforward  the  way  lies  for  20 
min.  over  thick  grass,  and  among 
rhododendron  bushes,  till  it  reaches 
the  side  of  the  ravine,  down  which  the 
avalanches  pour.  It  is  better  to  wait 
on  the  grass,  100  yards  from  its  brink, 
running  to  the  scene  as  soon  as  the 
avalanche  has  begun  to  fall,  and  is 
clearly  not  likely  to  overpass  the 
bounds  of  its  r^^ar  channeL  Its 
sides  bear  marks  of  being  swept  by 
ayalanches  in  the  spring,  but  they 
are  rarely,  though  sometimes,  touched 
by  the  foiling  snow  in  summer.  To 
reach  the  actual  foot  of  the  gorge 
through  which  the  avalanche  dashes, 
requires  a  scramble  up  to  a  somewhat 
hieher  terrace;  in  effecting  which  a 
smde  and  a  rope  would  be  required 
oy  all  except  good  mountaineers,  and 
might  be  acceptable  even  to  them.] 

A  part  of  Ix>rd  Byron's  <  Manfred* 
was  either  written  or  mentally  com- 
posed on  the  Wengem  Alp,  in  full 
yiew  of  the  Jungfrau.  He  says  in  his 
Journal,  "  Heara  the  avalanches  fall- 
ing every  five  minutes  nearly.  The 
clouds  rose  from  the  opposite  yalley, 
curling  up  perpendicular  precipices, 
like  the  foam  of  the  ocean  of  heU 
during  a  spring  tide — it  was  white 
and  sulphury,  and  immeasurably 
deep  in  appearance.  The  side  we 
ascended  was  not  of  so  precipitous 
a  nature;  but, on  arriving  at  the  sum- 
mit, we  lookeid  down  upon  the  other 
side  upon  a  boiling  sea  of  cloud,  dash- 
ing against  the  crags  on  which  we 
stood — these  crags  on  one  side  quite 
perpendicular.  In  passing  the  masses 
of  snow,  I  made  a  snowball,  and  pelted 
Hobhouse  with  iL" — Svcin  JourtuU, 


A  day  may  be  ei\jo^ably  spent  on 
the  TVengem  Alp  m  thoroughly 
taking  in  the  grana  scenery  which  it 
commands.  The  Lauberhom,  with  a 
more  extensive  and  varied  view,  may 
be  easily  reached  in  about  1^  hr.  from 
either  of  the  inns  on  the  pass. 

Beyond  the  Jungfrau  Hotel  the 
track  is  tolerably  level,  and  in  about 
2  miles  the  col  or  summit  of  the  pasir 
is  attained  ^6690  ft),  where  also  there 
is  a  tolerable  Inn  (H.  Bellevue).  The 
view  is  very  fine,  including,  besides 
the  Jungfrau,  the  Monch,  the  two, 
Eighers,  and  the  Wetterhom.  Tra- 
vefiers  should  on  no  account  omit 
walking  }  hr.  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
valley  riocal  jealousies  have  pre* 
vented  the  formation  of  a  footpath). 
They  should  walk  past  the  flagstaff, 
and  keep  gently  rismg,  following  the 
inns  ana  outs  of  the  small  spurs  in 
their  way,  and  past  a  watering-place 
for  cattle,  till  they  arrive  suddenly  on 
the  edge  of  a  clifF  overlooking  the 
Triimleten  Thai,  and  become  aware 
of  its  little  suspected  depths  and  the 
avalanche  debris  which  strew  its 
bottonu  The  grandeur  of  the  Jung- 
frau range  greatly  rises  in  the  estima- 
tion  of  those  who  have  seen  it  from  here. 
The '  Jungfrau^  or  Virgin,  received  its 
name  either  from  the  unsullied  purity 
of  the  snow,  or  because  its  crest  was 
long  deemed  inaccessible  to  human 
foot.  Like  most  of  the  other  peaks 
of  the  Alps,  she  has  lost  her  claim 
to  the  title  on  the  latter  score,  the 
highest  peak  having  most  probably 
been  reached  for  the  first  time  in 
1811,  and  again  in  1812,  by  the 
brothers  Meyer,  of  Aarau;  it  was 
again  attained  in  1828  by  6  peasants 
from  Grindelwald  ;    and,  in  August, 
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1841,  hy  M.  Agassis,  of  Neuchatel, 
accompanied  by  Professor  Forbes,  of 
Edinburgh,  ana  a  Swiss  and  French 
gentleman.    The  course  thej  pursued 
was  by  the  Ober- Aar  glacier  to  that 
of  Yiesch,  and  then  by  following  up 
the  Aletsch  glacier  from  the  Maijelen- 
see.    It  has  since  been  ascended  by 
M.  Studer  and  by  sereral  English 
travellers.    The  Jungfrau  rises  to  ao 
elevation  of  13,671  fL  above  the  sea- 
level.     The  SUber-homer,   ascended 
in   1863  by  Messrs.  Fellenberg  and 
Boedecker,  are  inferior  peaks  of  the 
Jungfrau.      Farther   on   appear  the 
Monch,  or  EJein  Eigher,  18,438  ft., 
and  the  Great  Eigher  (Giant),  13,044 
ft   On  approaching  Gnndenwald,  the 
Schreckhom  (Peak  of  Terror),  13,394 
ft^,  comes  into  sight.      The    sharp, 
needle-formed  point  of  the  Finster- 
*Aarhom,  the  highest  of  the  group, 
14,039  ft  above  ue  sea-level,  is  only 
visible  at  intervals  peering  above  his 
brethren.    The  glaciers,  which  cling 
around  these  peaks,  and  fill  up  the  de- 
pressions between  them,  extend  with- 
out interruption  from  the  Jungfrau 
to  the  Grimsel,  and  from  Grindel- 
wald,  in  canton  Berne,  nearly  to  the 
hamlets  of  Yiesch  and  Moril,  in  the 
Yalais.      The  extent  of  this  glacier 
field  has  been  calculated  at  1 15  square 
miles,  or  about  one-sixth  of  all  the 
glaciers  among  the  Alps. 

The  descent  to  Grindelwald  takes 
up  about  2^  hrs.,  milk,  strawberries, 
and  beggars  at  frequent  intervals  by 
the  wayside.  The  path  is  steep, 
and  for  20  min.  lies  over  marshy 
ground.  It  passes  within  sight  of  a 
forest  said  to  have  been  mown  down 
by  the  fall  of  avalanches,  but  more 
probably  decaying,  as  is  not  unusual 
on  the  higher  grounds  at  present. 
The  trunks,  broken  short  off  close  to 
the  spround,  still  stand  like  stubble 
left  by  the  scythe.  Byron  describes 
**  whole  woods  of  withered  pines — 
all  withered;  trunks  stripped  and 
barkless;  branches  lifeless;  done  by  a 
single  winter — their  appearance  re- 
minded me  of  me  and  mv  family.*' 

In  descending  into  the  vidley,  the 
Wetterhom  (ascended  by  Mr.  Wills  in 
1855)  is  seen  in  front,  and  on  the  L 


the  Faulhom,  surmounted  by  its  inn. 
On  the  rt,  low  down,  appears  the 
white  lower  glacier  of  Gnndelwald, 
issuing  out  of  a  gorge,  on  a  level  with 
the  hfU)itation8  of  the  valley. 

GrindelwaUL — Inns:  Bar  (Bear)  at 
the  W.  of  the  village;  Adler  (Eagle) 
at  the  £.  end.    Also  H.  du  Glacier, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  village  from 
Lauterbrunnen;  and  another  H.,  the 
Eiger,  between  the  Adler   and  the 
Bar.    The  pension  of  the  Adler  is  a 
charming  residence. 
^  The  village  of  Grindelwald,  con- 
sisting of  picturesque  wooden  cottages, 
widely  scattered  over  the  valley,  stands 
at  a  height  of  3250  ft  above  the  sea, 
from  which  cause,  and  from  its  vici- 
nity to  the  glaciers,  the  climate  of  the 
vauey  is  cold,  and  unstable  even  in 
summer.    Its  inhabitants  are  chiefiy 
employed  in  rearing  cattle,  of  which 
6000  head  are  fed  on  the  neighbouring 
pastures ;   and  many   act  as  guides. 
Peter  Bohren  is  perhaps  the   best 
Christian  BleuverandHildbrand  Burg- 
ner  are  also  recommended  for  difficult 
mountain  excursions.    Christian  Boh- 
ren has  been  well  spoken  of  as  a  gene- 
ral g^ide.    The  younger  females  pick 
up  a  few  halfpence  by  singing  Banz  de 
Yaches  at  the  inns,  and  most  of  the 
children    are  beggars  —  occupations 
arising  from  the  mfiux  of  strangers 
into  the  valley,  which  has  exercised 
an  injurious  influence  upon  its  monvb 
and  ancient   simplicity  of  manners. 
The  valley  has  not  been  inhabited 
above  400  years,  and  the  peasants 
assert    that    the    climate    becomes 
gradually  worse,  and  give  instances 
which  seem  to  bear  out  their  state- 
ment   It  is  certain  that  there  were  in 
former  days  several  paths  into  the 
Yalais  which   are  now  impassable; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  peasants  of 
Grindelwald  used    to    cross    to  the 
Yalais  to  be  married. 

Grindelwald  owes  its  celebrity,  as  a 
place  of  resort  for  travellers,  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  mountains  which  sur- 
round it  and  to  its  two  Glaciers  (§  16), 
which,  as  they  descend  into  the  yery 
bottom  of  the  valley  below  the  level 
of  the  village,  and  almost  within  a 
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etone's-throw  of  human  habitations, 
are  more  easily  accessible  here  than 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Three 
gigantic  mountains  form  the  S.  side 
of  the  Talley — the  Eigher,  or  Giant; 
the  Mettenberg  (Middle  Mountain), 
which  is,  in  fiact,  the  base  or  pedestal 
of  the  magnificent  peak  called  »chreck- 
hom;  and  the  Wetterhom  (Peak  of 
Tempests),  at  the  upper  end.  Be- 
tween these  three  mountains  the  two 
^aciers  of  Grindelwald  issue  out. 
They  are  branches  of  that  yast  field 
or  ocean  of  ice  mentioned  aboTO  as  oc- 
cupying the  table-land  and  highyalleys 
amidst  the  Bernese  Alps,  and,  being 
pushed  downwards  by  the  constantly- 
increasing  masses  above,  descend  far 
below  the  line  of  perpetual  snow  (}  16). 
Their  chief  beauty  arises  from  their 
being  bordered  by  forests  of  fir,  which 
form,  as  it  were,  a  graceful  fringe  to 
the  white  ice,  while  the  green  pas- 
tures, with  which  they  are  almost  in 
contact  near  the  base,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  their  frosen  peaks.  Though 
inferior  in  extent  to  those  of  Cha- 
mouni,  of  the  Aar  and  of  Aletsch, 
the  trareller  who  has  seen  eyen  them 
will  do  weU  to  explore  the  Glaciers  of 
Grindelwald, 

2^  Lover  Qlader^  also  called  the 
smaller,  although  four  times  as  large 
as  the  upper  one,  forces  its  way  out 
between  the  Eigher  and  Mettenberg, 
and  it  descends  to  a  point  only  8200 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A 
path  ascends  along  its  left  margin, 
beneath  the  precipices  of  the  Metten- 
berg;, and  past  a  ch&let  where  wine 
can  be  got,  commanding  a  view  of  the 
bristling  minarets  of  ice,  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  glacier,  and  affording 
means  of  paying  a  visit  to  its  middle 
portion,  which  is  one  of  the  pleasantest 
excursions  on  the  Alps ;  with  a  local 
guide  occupying  5  or  6  hrs.  in  the 
whole,  including  1  or  2  on  the  ice,  and 
not  fatiguing.  It  is  not  ^^dfor  timid 
persons,  as  the  path  skirts  some  for- 
midable precipices,  and  the  recent 
shrinking  of  the  ice  compels  travellers 
to  descend  by  a  ladder  of  perhaps  50 
steps,  clamped  to  the  face  of  the  cliff, 
a  small  fee  is  paid  for  descending  it; 


but  it  is  taken  by  ladies,  who  may  tide 
on  horseback  for  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  be  conveyed  to 
the  ladder  in  a  chaise  a  porteur.  It 
offers  to  those  who  cannot  mount  great 
heights  one  of  the  grandest  and  wudest 
glacier  views  imaginable,  the  cultivated 
valley  beine  completely  hidden,  and 
nothing  visible  but  the  enormous  peaks 
of  the  Eigher,  Schreckhorn,  Viescher* 
homer,  &c.,  which  form  a  superb  am* 
phitheatre,  very  little  inferior  to  the 
scene  from  the  Jardin.  In  1821  M. 
Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay,  was 
lost  in  one  of  die  crevices,  auspi* 
cions  were  entertained  that  the  gmde 
who  accompanied  him  had  murdered 
him,  and  search  was  immediately 
commenced  for  ^e  body.  After  12 
days  of  fruitless  attempts,  it  was  at 
length  drawn  out  by  a  guide  named 
Burgener,  who  was  let  down  from 
aboye  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  by  a 
rope,  with  a  lantern  tied  to  his  neck. 
The  watch  and  the  purse  of  the  un« 
fortunate  man  were  found  upon  him, 
so  that  the  suspicions  regarding  the 

Sude  were  proved  to  be  groundless, 
e  was  buned  in  the  church  of  Grin- 
delwald. 

In  foUowing  the  path  to  the  chtfet 
we  arrive  at  a  singular  depression  in 
the  rocks,  called  Martimdruok,  pointed 
out  to  the  traveller,  and  opposite  to  it, 
in  the  crest  of  the  Eigher,  a  small  hole, 
called  Martinslochj  through  which  the 
sun's  rays  shine  twice  a-year.  Once 
on  a  time,  according  to  toe  tradition, 
the  basin  now  occupied  by  the  Eis- 
meer  was  filled  with  a  lake,  but  the 
space  between  the  Mettenberg  and 
the  Eigher  being  much  narrower  than 
at  present,  the  outlet  from  it  was  con- 
stantly blocked  up,  and  inundations 
produced,  which  ruined  the  fields  of 
the  peasants  in  the  valley  below.  At 
length  St.  Martin,  a  holy  giant,  came 
to  tneir  rescue;  he  seated  himself  on 
the  Mettenberg,  resting  his  staff  on 
the  Eigher,  ana  then,  with  one  lusty 
heave  of  his  brawny  back,  not  only 
burst  open  the  present  wide  passage 
between  the  two  mountains,  but  left 
the  marks  of  his  seat  on  the  one,  and 
drove  his  walking-stick  right  through 
the  other. 
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A  Teiy  fine  avalanche  is  occa* 
rionallv  seen  from  this  path  to  fall 
from  tne  precipices  on  the  other  side 
of  the  glacier.  In  about  2  hrs*.  walk 
from  Grindelwald  the  path  reaches  the 
place  where  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  level  ice,  and  the  ladder 
is  descended.  The  path  thus  far  is 
the  beginning  of  the  Strahleck  pass 
(Bte.  27  a).  The  tourist  may  now 
take  a  promenade  on  the  ice  to  the 
ch&lets  of  Stiereck,  or  making  a  par- 
tial circuit  round  the  Mettenberg, 
elimb  it  as  high  as  he  has  a  mind.  At 
every  step  the  grandeur  of  the  ice- 
field in  front  of  him  increases. 

At  the  foot  of  the  lower  Glacier  i 
hr.  from  the  Inn,  is  a  grotto  hewn  in 
the  ice,  the  beauty  of  the  blue  light 
transmitted  through  its  walls  repays 
the  50  cents  the  maker  of  it  exacts 
from  visitors.  The  foot  of  the  gla- 
cier is  otherwise  as  dirty  and  unat- 
tractive as  the  feet  of  glaciers  usually 
are. 

An  extensive  quarry  of  ice  for  the 
markets  of  Paris  and  elsewhere  has 
been  established  here,  and  is  in  full 
operation  alter  the  busy  season  of 
the  year.  Hundreds  of  workmen  hew 
squared  blocks,  which  are  wheeled  to 
a  oottaee  on  the  west  end  of  Grindel- 
wald, thence  it  is  carted  to  Neuhaus, 
shipped  to  Thun,  and  taken  direct  to 
its  destination  by  rail. 

£rhe  glacier  passes  firom  Grindel- 
d  to  the  ^ggischhom  are  Are 
in  number,  and  occupy  respectively 
from  16  to  22  hrs.  actual  walking. 
Those  between  the  Monch  and  the 
Viescher  Homer,  and  between  the 
IfiSnch  and  the  Jnng^ran,  are  the 
shortest.  The  former  is  the  easier, 
the  latter  is  said  to  be  the  noblest  of 
alL] 

The  Upp^  Glacier  may  be  visited 
^ing  over  the  Scheideck.  The  ice  of 
Its  lower  portion  has  an  unusually 
dean  and  pure  surface. 


Ascent  of  the  FavJhcm. 

The  Faulhom  is  a  mountain  8674 
ft  above  the  sea-level,  situated  be- 


tween the  valley  of  Grindelwald  and 
the  lake  of  Bnena,  and  commanding, 
from  its  summit  ^n  excellent  near 
view  over  the  neighbouring  chain  of 
Bernese  Alps.  On  this  account  it  is 
ascended  in  the  summer-time,  like 
the  Riei,  by  travellers.  It  may  be 
reached  from  Grindelwald,  or  firom 
the  summit  of  the  great  Scheideck 
pass,  and  probably  this  year,  1865, 
nrom  the  Sch^iee  Platte,  by  hone; 
or  from  the  Giesbaeh,  on  the  lake  of 
Brienz,  by  foot. 

Ladies  who  do  not  ride  may  be 
carried  from  Grindelwald  in  <*  chaises 
h  porteurs,"  with  4  bearers  to  each 
chair,  at  6  frs.  each ;  or  if  the  party 
sleep  on  the  Faulhom,  9  frs.  A 
guide  to  the  top  is  well  paid  with 
6  f^,  or  9  if  they  remain  all  night : 
a  horse  15  frs.  up  and  down;  but 
30  fr.(an  extravagant  price)  is  chamd 
for  horses  from  Literiaken.  The  Inn 
on  the  summit  is  closed  in  October. 
It  has  24  beds  and  a  fair  larder,  but 
the  charges  are  sometimes  extrava- 
gant. In  the  height  of  summer  you 
must  secure  beds  beforehand,  or  be 
early  on  the  top.  The  path  from 
Grindelwald  leads  over  the  Bach 
Alp,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake, 
1000  ft  below  the  summit,  3^  hrs. 
from  Grindelwald.  The  view  of  the 
Bernese  Alps  from  the  top  forms 
the  chief  feature  of  the  panorama, 
which  in  this  respect  and  firom  the 
proximity  of  the  Faulhom  to  those 
snowy  giants,  far  surpasses  the  pro- 
spect from  the  Rigi.  On  the  other 
hand,  though  the  mkes  of  Thun  and 
Brienz  are  both  risible,  only  a  small 
strip  of  each  appears,  which  is  but  a 
poor  equivalent  for  the  wide  expanse 
of  blue  water  which  bathes  the  foot 
of  the  Rigi. 

There  is  a  footpath  from  the  top  of 
the  Faulhom,  passing  the  waterfall  of 
the  Giesbaeh  above  the  lake  of  Briens : 
the  distance  is  about  14  miles,  but 
it  is  slightly  marked,  and  not  to  be 
attempted  without  a  g^ide.  A  cir- 
cuitous but  tolerably  easy  path  leads 
in  2  hrs.  from  the  Faulhom  to  the  Tnn 
at  the  summit  of  the  Scheideck. 

Those  who  cannot  reach  the  sum« 
mit  of  the  Faulhom  will  be  well  re- 
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pud  for  mounting  its  slope  for  an 
iumr  or  two  on  the  road,  in  order  to 

S»t  the  fine  yiew  of  the  S.  side  of  the 
rindelwald  Talley,  which  cannot  be 
seen  from  Grindelwald  itself  or  from 
the  bottom  of  the  Talley. 

[A  &r  superior  expedition  for 
moderate  mountaineers,  and  not  much 
longer,  is  to  the  ton  of  the  Schwarts- 
hom,  from  Bosesiiaui,  or  from  the 
Gveat  Scheideck.  Take  a  rope.  The 
▼lew  extends  much  more  widely  to  the 
£.  The  mountain  is  some  1000  ft. 
higher,  and  is  more  isolated  than  the 
Fttolhom.] 

Du  Grindelwald  to  Reichenbach  or  Mey- 
rmgtn^  by  the  Qrtat  Scheideck, 

Honra. 
Grindelwald. 

ficbddeck 3 

BoteoUui   ......    a 

Beicbentach    .    .    «    .    .    3i 

U 

About  20  Eng.  m. ;  6  hrs.  fest 
walking.  On  horseback,  for  ladies, 
it  is  a  ride  of  at  least  9  hours,  in- 
cluding halts.    No  guide  is  required. 

[An  hour's  walk  up  the  yalleyfrom 
Grindelwald,  and  a  slight  detour  to 
thert  of  the  direct  path  to  Mejringen, 
leads  to  the  Upper  Glacier,  {See  above.) 

The  first  hour  from  Grindelwald  is 
through  the  meadows  in  the  valley; 
afterwards  the  ascent  is  easy,  and 
during  the  whole  of  it  the  Wetterhom 
(Peak  of  Tempests)  overhangs  the 
path,  an  object  of  stupendous  sub- 
umity.  It  rises  in  one  vast  preci- 
pice of  alpine  limestone,  apparently 
close  above  the  traveller's  head, 
though  its  base  is  more  than  a  mile 
off.  Avalanches  descend  from  it  in 
the  spring  and  summer  through  four 
different  channels,  sometimes,  though 
▼ery  rarely,  extending  to  the  pam, 
and  travellers  have  b^n  exposed  to 
danger  ftom  them.  Mr.  Wills,  in  his 
•  Wanderings  among  the  High  Alps,' 
has  given  an  interesting  account  of 
his  ascent  of  the  outermost,  or  most 
northerly,  of  the  thpee  peaks  of  the 
Wetterhom,  that  whose  sharp  sum- 
mit is  seen  in  passing  the  Great 
8cheideck. 


Upon  the  slope  in  front  of  the 
Wetterhom  a  man  usually  stations 
himself  to  blow  the  alpine  horn, 
a  rude  tube  of  wood,  6  or  8  ft.  long. 
A  fbw  seconds  after  the  horn  has 
ceased,  the  simple  notes  of  the  instru- 
ment are  caught  up  and  repeated  by 
the  echoes  m  the  vast  cuff  of  the 
Wetterhom,  aud  return  to  the  ear 
refined  and  softened,  yet  perfectly 
distinct,  as  it  were  an  aerial  concert 
warbline  among  the  cra^. 

The  view  down  the  vwley  of  Grin- 
delwald, from  the  Scheideck,  is  very 
striking :  its  green  pastures  contrast 
agreeably  with  the  bare  wall  of  the 
Wetterhom.  Beyond  it,  on  the  1., 
rises  the  sharp  crest  of  the  Eigher, 
resembling  the  up-turned  edge  of  a 
hatchet  On  the  Scheideck  (6480  ft 
above  the  sea-level)  stands  an  Inn, 
Steinbeck,  with  rough  sleeping  and 
indifierent  accommodation. 

The  prospect  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, into  the  vale  of  the  Keichenbach 
or  of  Rosenlaui,  is  not  so  remarkable. 
Two  small  glaciers  are  seen  sus- 
pended on  shelfs  of  the  precipitous 
range  connecting  the  Wetterhom  and 
WeUhom ;  further  on,  between  the 
Wellborn  and  Engel-horner  (angels' 
peaks),  the  Glacier  of  Bosenlaui  lies 
embedded.  By  a  detour  to  the  rt.  a 
curious  glacier,  the  Lower  Glacier  of 
Schwarzwald,  may  be  visited.  It  is 
composed  altogether  of  snow  and  frag- 
ments of  ice  uiat  fkll  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  Wetterhom  into  the  valley 
which  separatee  this  part  of  the  track, 
over  the  Scheideck,  from  the  mountain. 
1^  hr.  in  descending  from  the  Stein - 
bock  inn,  partly  through  a  wood  of 
firs,  brings  the  traveller  to  the 

Baths  of  Sosenlauiy  a  clean  7nn,  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale,  Bar,  2  hrs.  from 
the  summit,  very  prettily  situated,  near 
a  source  of  mineral  water,  resem- 
bling closely  that  of  Harrogate,  which 
supplies  baths.  Wood  carving  is  very 
well  executed  here.  A  few  yards  be- 
hind it  the  Keichenbach  torrent  issues 
out  of  a  cleft  in  the  rock.  About  20 
min.  from  the  baths  is  the  Glacier  of 
Rosenlaui,  which  is  smaller  than  those 
of  Grindelwald,  but  is  celebrated  above 
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lake,  the  road  crosses  vast  heaps  of 
debris,  covering^  acres  of  land  once 
fertile.  A  torrent  of  mud,  in  1797, 
destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  two 
Tillages  near  Eienholz ;  and  a  land- 
slip &om  the  Brienzergrat,  the  moun- 
tain immediately  behind  Brienz,  over- 
whelmed, in  November,!  824,40  acres  of 
land,  and  swept  6  persons  into  the  lake. 
Brienz — Inns :  L'Ours,  good  ;  near 
the  landing-place ;  Weisses  Kreutz 
(Croix  Blanche),  clean,  at  Tracht  (both 
rather  dear^.  There  is  also  an  hotel  at 
Kienholz,  tne  Bellevue,  about  a  mile 
from  Brienz,  towards  Meyringen. 
Carriages  may  be  hired  at  Brienz, 
over  the  Briinig  Pass  to  Luneern : 
also  to  Meyrineen  or  Beichenoach. 
The  landlord  of  1  Ours  is  an  intelligent 
man  who  speaks  German,  French, 
Bnglish,  and  Italian.  Brienz  is  a 
8m3l  village  at  the  E.  end  of  the  lake, 
on  a  narrow  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  remarkable  only  for  its 
beautiful  situation,  and  its  vicinity  to 
the  Giessbach  FalL  Ask  for  the  Zottet 
a  fish  of  the  lake  (gadus  mustela). 
This  is  a  good  place  for  buying 
carved  wood-ware.  From  Brienz  the 
traveller  may  ascend  the  Hothhom,  the 
highest  point  of  the  chain  running 
behind  (N.  of)  Brienz,  which  com- 
mands a  view  nearly  as  fine  as  the 
Faulhom.  Its  top  may  be  reached 
in  about  4  hours  dv  a  stout  walker, 
in  5  by  a  horse,  and  in  6  by  a  chaise  a 
porteurs.  The  upward  path  lies  at  first 
through  a  region  of  fine  forest-trees, 
chiefly  beech,  but  including  many 
oaks :  to  these  succeed  larch,  and 
above  them  one-third  of  steep  ascent 
over  a  bare  and  barren  track.  On  the 
ascent,  fine  views  are  obtained  through 
vistas  in  the  forest  of  the  Lake  of 
Brienz.  On  the  top  a  c?iA{et  was  built, 
but  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1846, 
and  is  not  rebuilt.  The  summit  is 
higher  than  the  Rigi,  and  not  so  high 
as  the  Faulhom.  It  takes  2  or  3  hrs. 
to  descend.  The  chief  features  of 
the  view  are — S.  the  range  of  Ber- 
nese Alps,  with  a  foreground  of 
the  lake  of  Brienz  close  under  the 
mountain,  and  a  peep  of  the  lake  of 
Thun  in  the  gap  aoove  Interlaken. 
lieaides  this,  the  vale  of  Meyringen, 


firom  the  lake  of  Brienz  up  nearly  to 
the  Grimsel,  the  range  of  the  Titlis  and 
Sustenhom,  the  lake  of  Samen,  with 
a  small  lake  that  may  be  seen  in 
the  foreground,  a  considerable  part 
of  the  Take  of  Lucerne,  the  Kigi 
rising  from  it,  and  a  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Zug,  are  visible.  Pilate  makes  a 
prominent  figure.  The  lake  of  Con- 
stance also  appears,  and  a  long  strip 
of  the  lake  of  NeuchateL  The  view 
of  the  high  Alps  from  the  Bothhom 
is  not  so  fine  as  that  from  the  Faul- 
hom, but  that  of  the  lower  country 
is  finer. 


Lake  of  BHmz^^Oiessbach  Falls, 

A  small  Steamer  runs  daily,  in  1 
hr.,  between  Brienz  and  Interlaken, 
touching  at  the  Giessbach  every  trip. 
If  the  traveller  misses  the  steamer,  or 
prefers  a  row-boat,  it  takes  about  3 
nrs^  including  a  digression  to  Giess- 
bach.   Boat^  10  fr.,  2  fr.  bonnemain. 

The  lake  of  Brienz  is  about  8  m. 
long ;  its  surface  is  1781  ft.  above  the 
sea  level ;  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Giessbach,  500  ft.  deep,  but  in  the 
deepest  part  2100  ft.  ?  Its  surface  is 
about  30  ft.  higher  than  the  lake  of 
Thun. 

There  is  a  carriage-road,  much 
improved,  but  rough  in  parts,  between 
Interlaken  and  Brienz.  By  this  and 
the  new  road  of  the  Briinig  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Interlaken  to  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne  is  open  for  carri- 
ages. There  is  also  a  very  pretty 
foot-road  alon^^  the  S.  side  of  the 
lake  by  the  Giessbach.  It  takes  25 
min.  to  row  from  Brienz  to  the  landing- 
place,  close  to  the  outlet  of  the  Giess- 
bacfif  where  travellers  begin  to  ascend 
the  very  steep  though  excellent  road, 
that  leads  in  20  min.  to  the  Falls, 
They  are  a  succession  of  cascades, 
leaping  step  by  step  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  and,  though  inferior 
in  height  to  the  Beichenbach,  surpass 
it  in  beauty,  and  in  the  adjuncts  of  a 
rich  forest  of  fir,  through  the  midst 
of  which  they  break  their  way.  The 
Giessbach  is  one  of  the  prettiest  of 
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waterfiklls:  there  is  nothing  wild 
aboDt  it,  and  the  immediate  contact 
of  green  turfy  knolls  and  dark  woods 
has  the  e£fect  of  a  park  scene.  It  is 
posaible  to  pass  bemnd  the  third  fall 
Dj  means  of  a  gallery  constructed 
henc«th  the  shelving  rock,  from  which 
it  casts  itself  down ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  landscape  seen  athwart  this  cur- 
taia  of  water  is  singular.  An  excel- 
lent hotel,  making  up  about  100  beds, 
has  been  openea  close  to  the  Falls. 
It  affords  by  &r  the  best  quarters 
in  the  Bernese  Oberland.  Paths 
hare  been  cut  through  the  woods  to 
Uie  beet  points  of  Tiew;  and  the  Falls 
are  lighted  up  with  Bengal  lights 
every  night.  vThe  effect  is  very  beau- 
tifnl,  it  is  like  a  fiury  scene  at  an 
opera,  1  fr.  per  head  is  charged  in  the 
Hotel  bills,  on  account  of  it.  The 
cottage  opposite  the  FaUs  was  for- 
merly inhabited  by  the  schoolmaster 
of  Brienz,  whose  family  and  him- 
self were  celebrated  as  the  best 
choristers  of  native  airs  in  Switser- 
land.  Good  specimens  of  the  Swiss 
manuiacture  of  carved  wood  may  be 
purchased  at  the  Giessbach. 

[There  is  a  path  from  the  Giess- 
bach to  the  top  of  the  Faulhom,  a 
walk  of  nearly  5  hrs^  and  difficult  to 
find.] 


ROUTE  26. 

PASSES  OF  THE  0RJM8EL  AND  FURCA — 
MSTBINOEN  OB  REICHENBACH  TO  H08- 
PENTHAL. 

Hoars. 
Meyringen  or  Reicbenbacb. 

Guttanen 3k 

Handek li 

Orlmael  Honioe  ....    2 
Mayenwaad  lun    ....     If 

Farca 2i 

Bealp a 

HospenUial li 

A  good  char-road  has  been  carried 
past  Beichenbach  Baths  over  the  Kir- 


chet  to  Imhof,  bevond   which  is  a 
much-frequented  bndle-path. 

This  is  an  important  line  of  com- 
munication to  the  tourist.  It  is 
striking  in  itself,  for  it  passes  the 
falls  of  Handek,  and  the  glacier  of 
the  Rhone.  Many  and  most  interest- 
ing excursions  diverge  from  it. 

To  those  coming  from  Briens  or 
down  the  Scheideck  (Rte.  25  d),  Rei- 
chenbaeh  is  the  best  starting  point,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  go  to  A^yringen. 
But  those  commg  across  the  Briinig 
or  from  Meyringen  cross  the  Aar  by 
a  wooden  bridge,  and  in  about  20  min. 
fall  into  the  Reichenbach  road. 

The  vale  of  Hasli  now  contracts,  and 
in  about  2  m«  is  crossed  by  a  mound 
or  hill  near  800  ft  high,  called  the 
Kirchety  which  appears  at  one  time 
to  have  dammed  up  the  waters  of  the 
Aar.     At  present  they  force  their 
way    through    a    singularly  narrow 
rent,    which   cleaves    the    eminence 
from   top  to  bottom.    At  this  point 
is  a  remarkable  arched  cavern,  called 
the  Fimster  Aar  Schluchtf  which  ex- 
tends   by    a    precipitous    but    quite 
practicable  descent,  from   the  sum- 
mit of  the  Kirchet  to  the  Aar.    It 
is  a  fissure   in    the  limestone  rock 
throurh  which  water   has   formerly 
flowed;  and  from  the  great  size  of 
the  opening,  it  would  seem  that  a 
stream  as  large  as  the  Aar  must  at 
one  time  have  passed  through  it.    It 
may  be  seen  without  oocasionine  the 
traveller  more  than  an  hour's  &lay. 
There  is  a  sis^-post  1.  of  the  road  to 
direct  him.    The  beauti^l  scenery  at 
the  upper  mouth  of  the  cavern,  and  the 
savage  grandeur  of  the  perpendicular 
rocks,  as  the  path  emerges  upon  the 
margin  of  the  Aar,  will  amply  compen- 
sate the  labour  of  the  descent.   On  the 
Kirchet  are  erratic  blocks  of  granite  on 
the  limestone,  the  origin  of  which  has 
been  discussed  by  M.  Agassis,  Prof. 
Bernard  Studer,  and  by  Prof.  Ramsay. 
(See  §  16).    The  path,  leaving  for  a 
short  time  the  river  on  the  1.   and 
the  char-road  on  the  rt.,  mounts  the 
steep    eminence    of   the  Kirchet   in 
zigzags,  and  then  descends  into  the 
retired  ^een  valley  of  Upper  Hasli, 
which   IS   in   the  form  of  a  basin. 
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■urroanded  by  hills,  and  was  on(% 
probably  a  lake.  [Two  valleys  open 
ont  into  it;  on  the  S.  that  of  Urbach, 
on  the  E.  that  of  Gadmen,  up  which 
runs  the  path  leading  by  the  pass  of 
the  Susten  (Rte.  32)  to  Wasen.  By 
taking  the  path  to  the  rt  on  descend- 
ing from  tne  Kirchet,  a  detour  may 
be  made  into  the  Urbach  Thai,  the 
scenery  of  which  is  wild  and  striking. 
An  ill-traced  path  along  the  W.  slope 
of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  leads  from 
the  opening  of  the  Urbach  Thai  to 
Guttanen.1  On  the  L  lies  the  village 
Im-GrundC  and,  crossing  the  Aar, 
another  village,  called /m-J7o/,  situated 
between  it  and  the  G^men  river,  is 
passed ; — all  in  the  little  plain.  The 
char  road  here  ceases.  From  Im-Hof 
(^Inn,  good  wine)  a  path  branches  off 
to  Engelberg  over  the  Joch  pass 
(Rte.  33).  Another  ravine  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  second  enlargement  of 
the  valley  called  Im-Boden.  Higher 
up  is  "  the  small  and  lonely  village  '  of 

Guttanen — /nn,  fair.  The  best  place 
for  a  midday  halt  to  rest  the  mules  is 

ffandek  ifnn,  clean  and  good).  It  is 
best  to  sleep  here  if  it  he  late,  and 
there  be  a  chance  of  the  Hospice  being 
crowded.  About  1^  hour's  walk  be- 
yond Guttanen.  It  stands  close  to 
the  Falls  of  the  Aar,  perhaps  the  finest 
cataract  in  Switserlan<iC  from  its 
height  (more  than  200  ft.),  the  quan- 
tity and  rush  of  water,  the  gloom  of 
the  gorge  into  which  it  precipitates 
itself  and  the  wild  character  of  the 
rocky  solitude  around  it.  It  is  also 
remarkably  easy  of  access,  so  that  the 
traveller  may  form  a  full  estimate  of 
its  grandeur;  surveying  it,  first,  from 
below,  through  the  vista  of  black 
rocks  into  which  it  plunges,  and  after- 
wards from  above,  8tret<min^  his  neck 
over  the  brow  of  the  precipice  from 
which  the  river  takes  its  leap,  and 
watching  it  (if  his  nerves  be  steady) 
till  it  is  lost  in  the  spray  of  the  dark 
abyss  below. 

The  view  from  this  point,  not  more 
than  5  or  6  ft.  above  the  fall  which 
few  will  hesitate  to  call  the  best,  is 
exceedingly  impressive  and  stimulat- 
ing. So  plentiful  is  the  rush  of  water 
that  it  reaches  more  than  halfway 


down  in  one  unbroken  glassy  sheet 
before  it  is  tossed  into  white  foam; 
and,  what  adds  to  its  beauty,  is,  that 
anot^r  stream  (the  Erlenbach  or 
Handek),  pouring  in  from  the  right 
at  this  very  spot^  takes  precisely  the 
same  leap,  mingling  its  tributary  wa- 
ters midway  with  the  more  powerful 
column  of  the  Aar.  Between  10 
o'clock  and  1  the  iris  may  be  seen 
hovering  over  the  falL 

The  dark  forest  of  fir  through 
which  the  route  has  wound  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  now  dwindles  away 
into  a  few  dwarf  bushes,  and  disap- 
pears entirely  a  little  above  Handek. 
To  them  succeed  the  scanty  vegeta- 
tion of  rank  grass,  rhododendron,  and 
lichen;  and  even  this  partial  covering 
disappears  prematurely,  in  some  places 
being  abraded  and  peeled  off.  There  is 
a  spot  about  2  m.  above  Handek,  called 
Bdse  Seite,  or  Helleplatte^  where  the 
path  crosses  the  bed  of  an  ancient  gla- 
cier which,  in  former  times  extending^ 
thus  far  down  the  valley,  has  ?rouna 
smooth  and  polished,  by  its  wei^t  and 
friction,  the  surface  of  the  sloping 
and  convex  granite  rock,  leaving,  here 
and  there  upon  the  surface,  horizontal 
grooves  or  furrows,  which  may  be 
compared  to  the  scratches  made  by 
a  diamond  upon  glass.  This  polished 
rock  (roche  montonn^)  extends  for  a 
space  of  nearly  \  m.  Professor  Agas- 
sis has  here  left  his  autograph  in  the 
granite.  It  used  to  be  customary  and 
prudent  to  dismount  here,  and  cross 
this  bad  bit  of  road  on  foot,  since  the 
surface  of  the  rock,  though  chiselled 
into  grooves,  to  secure  a  footing  for  the 
horses,  was  very  slippery ;  but  a  secure 
path,  and  a  stout  post  and  rail  on  the 
side  of  the  abyss,  is  now  carried  over 
the  slippery  rock.  The  valley  of  the 
Aar,  up  which  the  narrow  path  is  car- 
ried, looks  stern  and  forbidding  from 
its  sterility,  and  the  threatening  cliffs 
of  granite  which  overhang  it.  The 
Aar  is  crossed  several  times  by  dizzy 
bridges  of  a  single  arch,  formed  of 
granite  slabs  without  a  pairapet.  There 
is  but  one  human  habitation  between 
Handek  and  the  Hospice,  the  miserable 
ch&let  of  the  Raterichsboden,  where 
the  ravine  expands  once  more  into 
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a  basin-shaped  hoUow,  probably  once 
&  lake  bed,  with  a  marshy  biottom, 
affording  scanty  herbage  ror  a  few 
goats,  with  a  dismal  valley  leading 
to  the  mountain  Nagelis  Grattli  on 
the  left.  A  little  above  this  the  path 
quits  the  Aar,  which  rises  in  the 
Aar-glacier,  about  2  miles  higher  up 
on  the  rt,  and  ascending  a  glen, 
strewed  with  shattered  rocks,  reaches 
The  Hospice  of  the  Grimsel  (a  large 
mountain  Inn)  was  originally  a  con- 
ventual establishment,  and  after  the 
Reformation  was  supported  bv  the 
neighbouring  communes,  in  order  to 
sh^ter  those  who  travel  from  necessity, 
and  to  afford  a  gratuitous  aid  to  the 
poor.  It  is  now  daily  occupied  during 
the  summer  months  by  travellers  for 
pleasure,  sometimes  to  the  number  of 
200  at  once,  who  sit  down  at  a  table- 
d'hote  usually  about  7  o'clock  in  the 
evening:  the  &re  is  good,  the  bed- 
rooms very  small,  but  the  charges 
are  not  high.  It  is  often  so  full  in 
summer  that  those  who  arrive  late 
are  liable  to  fiure  ill,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  secure  smgie- bedded 
rooms.  It  is  a  massy  building  of 
roogh  masonry,  designed  to  resist  a 
weight  of  snow,  and  with  few  windows 
to  uSimit  the  cold.  It  contains  50  beds, 
in  cells  divided  by  thin  partitions, 
and  affords  good  fare,  better  far  than 
might  be  expected  in  a  spot  more 
than  6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  ana  removed 
by  many  miles  from  any  other  human 
dwelling.  The  establishment  includes 
a  man  cook,  a  washerwoman,  and  a 
cobbler,  and  they  have  clothes  to  lend 
to  drenched  travellers  while  their  own 
are  drying.  It  is  occupied  by  the 
innkeeper  who  rents  it  from  March 
to  November.  One  servant  passes 
the  winter  in  the  house,  with  a  suffi- 
cient provision  to  last  out  the  time 
of  his  banishment,  and  two  dogs,  to 
detect  the  approach  of  wanderers,  for 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  hos- 

Eice  is  resorted  to  by  traders  from 
[asli  and  the  Yalais,  who  exchanee 
the  cheese  of  the  one  valley  for  the 
wine  and  spirits  of  the  other.  Its 
situation  is  as  dreary  as  can  be  con- 
ceived, in  a  rocky  hollow,  about  700 
ft.  below  the  summit  of  the  pass,  sur- 
[5ttitr.] 


rounded  by  barren  slopes  and  steep 
precipices.  The  rocks  around  are 
Dare  and  broken,  scarcely  varied  by 
patches  of  snow,  which  never  melt 
even  in  summer,  and  by  strips  of 
e^rass  and  green  moss,  which  shoot  up 
between  the  crevices,  and  are  eagerly 
browsed  by  a  flock  of  150  goats.  A 
considerable  supply  of  peat  is  dug 
from  a  bog  withm  a  few  yards  of  the 
door.  In  the  bottom  of  this  naked 
basin,  close  to  the  house,  is  a  black 
tarn,  or  lake.  Although  entirely  co- 
vered with  deep  snow  m  winter,  it  is 
rarely  frozen,  as  it  is  supplied  from  a 
warm  spring.  Beyond  it  lies  a  small 
pasturage,  capable  of  supporting  for  a 
month  or  two  the  cows  oelonging  to 
the  Hospice,  and  the  servants  cross 
the  lake  twice  a-day,  in  a  boat,  to 
milk  them.  It  is  a  landscape  worthy 
of  Spitsbergen  or  Nuova  Zembla. 
This  wilderness  is  the  haunt  of  the 
marmot,  whose  shrill  whistle  fre- 
quently breaks  the  solitude  ;  and  the 
cnamois,  become  rare  of  late,  still 
frequents  the  neighbouring  glaciers  ; 
both  animals  contribute  at  times  to 
replenish  the  larder  of  the  Hospice. 

On  the  22nd  March,  18;>8,  the 
Hospice  was  overwhelmed  and  crushed 
by  an  avalanche,  which  broke  through 
the  roof  and  floor,  and  filled  all  the 
rooms  but  that  occupied  by  the  ser- 
vant, who  succeeded  with  difficulty  in 
working  his  own  way  through  the 
snow,  along  with  his  dog,  and  reached 
Meyringen  in  safety.  The  evening 
before,  the  man  haa  heard  a  myste- 
rious sound,  known  to  the  peasants 
of  the  Alps  and  believed  by  them  to 
be  the  warning  of  some  disaster  :  it 
appeared  so  like  a  human  voice  that 
the  man  supposed  it  might  be  8<  me 
one  in  distress,  and  went  out  with  his 
dog  to  search,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  snow.  The  next  morning  the 
sound  was  again  heard,  and  then  came 
the  crash  of  the  falling  avalanche. 
The  Hospice  has  been  rebuilt  and 
I  enlarged  since  a  fire  caused,  1852,  by 
an  incendiary  Tthe  landlord,  an  old 
man  62  years  of  age,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  renewal  of  his  lease,  which  ran 
out  1853).  His  crime  was  discovered, 
owing  to  a  change  of  wind,  bc^fore  the 
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building  was  destroyed,  and  theerimi- 
nal  tried,  and  sentenced  to  20  years' 
imprisonment. 

**  In  August,  1799,  the  Grimsel  be- 
came the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  re> 
markable  skirmishes  in  the  campaign. 
The  Austrians  were  encamped  upon 
the  Grimsel  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting the  French  from  penetrating 
into  the  Yidley  of  the  Rhone  by  means 
of  that  pass.  They  had  possession  of 
the  whole  declivity  from  the  summit 
of  the  pass  to  the  Hospice,  and  also 
of  the  platform  on  whicn  the  Hospice 
stands.  Their  force  consisted  of  rather 
less  than  1500  men.  The  French 
troops  under  General  Gudin,  con- 
sisting of  about  3600  men,  were  posted 
in  the  Oberhasli  valley  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Guttanen.  The  Aus- 
trian commander.  Colonel  Strauch, 
naturally  relied  upon  the  strength  of 
his  position,  whicn  had  not  only  the 
advantage  of  a  great  declivity,  but  of 
the  numerous  narrow  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  which  might  be  defended  by  a 
few  men,  protected  by  the  upright 
masses  of  granite,  against  a  large 
army.  The  French  General  also  con- 
sidered the  position  to  be  impregnable 
to  an  attack  in  front,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  in  a  situation  of  great 
anxiety  by  receiving  positive  orders 
from  Massena,  who  haa  then  the  chief 
command  of  the  French  army  in 
Switzerland,  to  force  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  on  the  14th  of  August. 
Fahner,  the  landlord  of  the  Inn  at 
Guttanen,  then  undertook  for  a  re- 
ward to  guide  the  French  over  a 
mountain  called  Nfigeli's  Gratli  to 
the  summit  of  the  Grimsel  at  a 
higher  level  than  the  Austrian  posi- 
tion. 

**  The  next  morning  early  Gudin 
confided  about  400  men  to  the  guid- 
ance of  Fahner  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  sent  a  small  detachment  over  and 
round  the  Sidelhom,  who  were  also 
to  descend  Arom  the  higher  parts  of 
that  mountain  upon  the  Grimsel,  and 
there  meet  the  party  guided  by  Fahner 
over  the  mountain  on  the  opposite 
side.  Gudin  himself  advanced  with 
the  main  body  of  his  troops  up  the 
Oberhasli  valley  to  the  platform  on 


which  the  Hospice  now  stands,  and 
attacked  the  Austrian  position  in  front 
— with  the  characteristic  impetuosity 
of  French  soldiers.  The  Austrian 
commander  was  convinced  that  the 
attack  could  not  succeed  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  drew  down  the  greater  part 
of  his  force  from  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  in  order  to  repel  it  with  ef- 
fect, and  some  sharp  fighting  ensued. 
Suddenly  the  Austnans  were  alarmed 
by  firing  on  the  heights  to  their  rear  : 
and  its  continuance,  together  with  the 
appearance  of  French  soldiers  in  that 
direction,  convinced  them  that  an  im- 
portant attack  was  commenced  in  a 
quarter  from  which  they  least  ex- 
pected it.  The  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear,  with  numbers  as 
unknown  as  the  means  by  which  they 
came  there,  induced  the  Austrians  to 
waver  ;  and  the  impetuous  advance  of 
Gudin  produced  a  panic  which  ended 
in  a  disorderly  flight  up  the  Grimsel 
in  the  direction  of  Obergesteln,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone.  On  the  summit 
of  the  Grimsel,  however,  they  again 
met  with  the  enemy ;  for  by  this  timo 
the  troops  despatcned  by  Gudin  over 
the  Sidelhom  had  nearly  reached  their 
destination,  and  had  almost  eflected 
their  junction  with  the  party  led  by 
Fahner ;  so  that  the  two  ends  of 
the  formidable  serpent  were  nearly 
brought  together  just  as  the  flying 
Austrians  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
pass.  The  soldiers,  finding  them- 
selves surrounded,  are  said  to  have 
beaten  their  sabres  and  muskets  to 
pieces  upon  the  granite  rocks  ;  and 
this  tradition  is  countenanced  by  the 
fact  that  fragments  of  arms,  evidently 
broken  by  violence,  are  still  occa- 
sionally found  at  this  very  spot.  The 
number  of  the  killed  is  supposed  not 
to  have  exceeded  150,  of  which  the 
French  composed  not  more  than  a  fifth 
part.  The  wounded  Austrians  were 
necessarily  left  to  their  fitte,  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  such  of  their  companions 
as  escaped  to  remove  them,  and  the 
French  troops  passing  directly  over 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The  land- 
lord at  the  Hospice  found  a  decayed 
musket  lying  by  a  skeleton  under  a 
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rock,  at  some  distance  from  the  scene 
of  the  skirmish." 

The  source  of  the  Aar  lies  in  two 
enormous  elaciers,  the  Ober  and  Unter- 
Aar-Gletscher,  to  the  W.  of  the  Ho- 
spice. The  IJnter-Aar  glacier  is  the 
asBt  worth  visiting,  and  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  ice  may  be  reached 
in  1^  hr.  from  the  Hospice.  It  is 
remarkable  for  the  evenness  of  the 
surface  of  ice  and  the  rareness  of 
crevasses  on  its  surface.  It  is  about 
14  m.  long,  and  from  1  to  2  broad. 
At  about  7  m.  from  its  lower  end  the 

f lacier   divides    into   two    branches, 
'he  rt.  branch  to  the  traveUer  ascend- 
ing the    glacier    is   the  Lauter  Aar 
Glacier;  the  L  branch,  the  Fmster  Aar 
Glacier.    The  two  are  separated  by  a 
steep  rocky    promontory    called    Im 
AbscAwung^  which  forms  the  base  of  a 
huge  ridge,  whose  other  extremity 
immediately    above    Qrindelwald    is 
called  the  Mettenberg.     The  highest 
summit  of  this    ridge  seen  by  the 
traveller  ascending  the  glacier  is  the 
formidable  peak  of  the  Schreckhorn. 
On  the  opposite  or  S.  side  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  is  the  still  more 
imposing  summit  of  the  Finster  Aar 
Horn,  the  highest  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Owing  to  its  great  dimensions,  and 
the  ease  with  which  it  may  be  tra- 
versed in  most  directions,  the  Unter 
Aar  Glacier  has  lone  attracted  those 
who  wished  to  study  thoroughly  the  sin- 
e:ular  phenomena  of  glaciers.   In  1827 
Hugi  erected  a  rude  hut  on  the  glacier 
near  the  foot  of  the  Abschwung.    In 
1840  the  remains  of  this  hut  were 
found  by  Agassis  to  have  advanced 
about  4600  ft    In  the  following  year 
M.  Agassis  and  a  party  of  scientific 
friends  established  themselves  in  an 
equally  rude  shelter,  on  the  medial 
moraine  of  the  glacier,  which  they 
styled  the  Hdtel  des   Neuchfttelois. 
Hfere  they  continued  during  several 
successive  seasons  to  carry  on  obser- 
vations, which  are  recorded  in  the 
works  of  M.  Agassis.    A  more  secure 
and  convenient  dwelling  was  finally 

£rovided  by  M.  DoUfuss-Ausset  of 
[ulhonse.  It  is  a  substantial  hut  on 
the  L.  bank  of  the  glacier,  called  the 
Pavilion. 


A  Panorama  of  the  Grimsel  and 
the  neighbouring  peaks  and  glaciers 
may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Sidelhom,  a  mountain  on  the  rt.  of  the 
path  leading  to  Brieg  and  the  Furca; 
Its  summit  may  be  reached  in  3  hours 
from  the  Hospice ;  and  from  the 
Todten  See  Hotel  the  trip  is  still 
shorter.  It  is  9500  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  The  ascent  is  not  very  difficult, 
and  the  view  magnificent.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  from  the  summit  of 
the  Sidelhom  to  the  Ober-Aar  glacier, 
and  thence  by  very  rough  ground 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  Unter-Aar 
glacier. 

Dill  of  Berne  has  engraved  the 
Panorama  of  the  Sidelhorn. 


Grimsel  to  Eospenthal  by  the  Furca. 

About  7i  hrs. «  say  19  Eng.  m.  It 
is  6^  hrs.  walk,  except  when  snow 
lies  thick,  when  it  may  take  8. 
The  bridle-path  is  by  no  means  dan- 
^rous,  and  not  very  difficult,  except- 
ing the  part  between  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  and  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone 
called  Mayenwand,  which  it  is  better 
to  cross  on  foot  than  on  horseback. 
Guide  not  necessary  in  fine  weather, 
except  to  show  the  path  in  one  or 
two  places. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  (75:^0  ft  above  the  sea,  700 
ft.  above  the  Hospice)  is  2  m.  from 
the  Hospice;  a  steep  path,  marked 
by  tall  poles  to  guide  the  wayfarer, 
leads  up  to  it  On  the  crest  lies 
another  small  lake,  called  Todten  See, 
or  Lake  of  the  Dead,  from  the  corpses 
of  French  and  Austrian  soldiers,  who 
were  killed  there  in  1799  being  thrown 
into  it  by  way  of  burial.  The  sterility 
of  the  surrounding  scene  gives  addi- 
tional appropriateness  to  the  name. 
An  Inn  nas  been  built  here  (exactly 
7000  ft.).  There  is  a  little-known 
pass  from  this  point  to  the  Gadmen- 
thai  (Rte.  27  6).  Along  the  crest  of  tho 
mountain  runs  the  boundary  between 
Berne  and  the  Yalais,  and  just  below 
it  the  path  divides,  that  on  the  rt. 
going    to    Ober«Gestlen    (Rtc.   28). 
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The  pedestrian  without  a  guide  should 
be  careful  which  path  he  takes.  The 
Obergestlen  path  leaves  the  lake  on 
the  1.,  the  Furca  path  leaves  it  on  the 
rt.  If  he  follows  tne  latter  he  will  soon 
see  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone  below 
him  as  a  guide. 

From  the  gloomy  little  Lake  of  the 
Dead,  skirting  along  the  brink  of 
a  precipitous  slope,  it  descends  very 
rapidly.  This  portion  of  the  way  is  the 
worst  of  the  whole,  being  very  steep, 
slippery,  and  muddy.  However,  it 
soon  brings  the  traveller  in  sight  of 
the  Glacier,  though  at  a  considerable 
depth  below  him.  On  attaining  the 
bottom  of  the  Mayenwand,  he  will  find 
a  really  good  hotel  (H.  du  Glacier 
du  Rhone),  kept  by  Seiler  of  Zermatt, 
a  good  centre  between  Furca,  Grimsel, 
and  iEggischhom.  [By  keeping  to  the 
L  on  the  descent  the  pedestrian  with 
a  guide  may  avoid  part  of  the  Mayen- 
wand, and,  crossing  the  glacier,  he 
will  fall  into  the  path  to  the  Furca.] 

About  ^m.  above  the  Inn  the  Rhone 
issues  out  to  day  at  the  foot  of  the 

Hhone  Glacier,  one  of  the  grandest 
in  Switzerland,  fit  cradle  for  so  mighty 
a  stream.  It  fills  the  head  of  the 
valley  from  side  to  side,  and  appears 
piled  up  aeainst  the  shoulder  of  the 
Gidlenstock,  whose  tall  peak  over- 
hangs it.  The  source  of  the  Rhone, 
in  a  cavern  of  ice,  is  about  5400  ft. 
above  the  sea.  If  you  pursue  a 
track  up  the  W.  side,  or  rt.  bank 
of  the  glacier,  you  come  suddenly 
upon  a  very  fine  waterfall,  rushing 
forth  from  the  gla(;ier,  and  dashing 
without  a  break  into  an  icy  cavern 
about  150  ft.  below,  sending  forth 
clouds  of  freezing  spray.  This  large 
body  of  water,  after  forming  a  pas- 
sage for  itself  under  the  glacier,  issues 
forth  from  the  cavern  at  its  fool. 

The  heights  above  the  sea,  in  Eng. 
ft.,  of  the  Hhone  at  various  points  in 
its  course  are  as  follows: — At  foot  of 
glacier,  5750;  at  Brieg,  2.S02;  at  Sion, 
looO;  at  Lake  of  Geneva,  1230;  at 
Fortde  TEcluse,  1066;  at  Seyssel,  802. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Furca, 
which  will  soon  be  made  a  char^road, 
ascends  along  the  £.  side  of  the  vast 
basin,  having  the  glacier  on  the  1. 


for  a  considerable  distance.  From 
this  point  the  best  view  is  obtained  of 
this  magnificent  sea  of  ice,  and  a  cor- 
rect idea  may  be  formed  of  its  ex- 
tent and  thickness  as  the  traveller 
passes  within  stone's  throw  of  its 
yawning  crevices.  The  path  then 
leaves  the  glacier  to  mount  upwards 
through  a  vallev  of  green  pastures  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Fork^ 
between  two  mountain  peaks,  f^m 
which  it  receives  its  name.  There 
are  numerous  tracks,  but  they  all 
lead  to  the  Furca.  From  this  point, 
8150  ft  above  the  sea,  near  the  Cross 
which  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
cantons  of  the  Valais  and  of  Uri, 
there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Ber- 
nese Chain,  the  Finster-Aar-Horn 
being  pre-eminent  among  its  peaks. 
The  top  of  the  Furca  is  never  alto- 
gether free  from  snow :  there  is  no 
plain  or  level  surface  on  it  On  the 
Furca  is  a  good  Infif  comfortably  fur- 
nished, with  25  beds.  [It  serves  as 
convenient  quarters  for  those  who 
would  enjoy  the  view  from  the  Furca 
Horn  (1  hr.  above  the  inn)  at  sunset 
or  sunrise.  A  more  difficult  enter- 
prise, fit  only  for  practised  mountain- 
eers, is  the  ascent  of  the  Galcnstock 
(about  11,900  Eng.  ft),  which  has 
been  lately  achieved  more  than  once 
by  travellers  starting  from  the  Furca 
Inn.]  The  descent  commences  as 
soon  as  the  crest  is  crossed,  over  the 
Sidli  Alp,  which  is  covered  with  pas- 
tures, but  monotonous  and  uninte- 
resting in  its  scenery,  and  destitute 
of  trees.  The  traveller  must  pick  his 
way,  as  he  best  may,  among  a  multi- 
tuae  of  deep  holes  cut  by  the  feet  of 
mules  and  cattle  to 

Realp  {fnn:  H.  des  Alpes).  Here 
the  Capuchin  monks  have  a  small 
chapel  and  hospice,  and  receive  tra- 
vellers. It  is  about  4  m.  of  level  walk- 
ing hence  to 

Hospenthal,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (Rte. 
34)  (Inns:  Meyerhof,  a  large  hotel, 
carriages,  saddle-horses,  and  g^dcs 
to  be  found  there;  Golden  Lion,  civil 
landlord),  or  2^  m.  farther  to  Ander- 
matt  (Rte.  34). 

The  road  from  the  Rhone  Glacier 
to  Ober-Gesteln  in  Route  28. 
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(Bte.  25c),  the  now  shrunken  glacier 
is  reached  and  followed;  or,  if  de» 
sired,  a  path  on  the  cliff  side 
may  be  pursued  for  some  distance. 
The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier  is  now  commenced.  Then 
some  very  steep  rocks  have  to  be 
climbed.  Soon  afterwards  the  glacier  is 
aeain  reached,  and  all  path  terminates. 
From  this  point  the  view  of  the 
Schreckhom,  which  rises  immediately 
over  you  on  the  left,  is  truly  magni- 
ficent. Continuing  along  the  glacier 
(which  is  here  without  crevasses, 
but  difficult  to  walk  on,  on  account 
of  its  steep  slone  from  the  left),  and 
passine  immeaiately  below  two  la- 
teral glaciers,  which  almost  overhang 
you,  a  nearly  precipitous  wall  of  snow 
is  reached,  forming  the  end  of  the  val- 
ley. At  this  point  you  turn  to  the  left, 
and,  ascendinff  the  glacier  a  few  hun- 
dred feet,  reach  a  shady  rid^  of  rocks 
rising  very  steeply,  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  former  route.  This  is  ascended 
for  about  1^  hr.,  when  a  platform  of 
snow  is  reached,  across  which,  after 
another  short  but  steep  ascent,  the 
summit  is  gained  in  ^  an  hour. 

The  summit  of  the  Strahleck  is,  in- 
deed, the  perfection  of  wild  scenery. 
Vegetation  there  is  none,  save  a  few 
of  the    smallest  gentianellas.      The 


ROUTE  27. 

PASSES  LEADING  TO  OR  FROH  THE 
ORIHSKL. 

Besides  the  mule-paths  leading  over 
the  Grimsel  there  are  several  passes 
in  different  directions,  suited  only  to 
those  who  are  in  good  condition  for 
walking,  and  well  accustomed  to  ice. 


a. — STRAHLECK — GKtNDELWALD  TO 
GRIMSEL. 

A  difficult  pass,  suited  only  to  skil- 
ful mountaineers.  In  fine  weather  it 
is  free  from  danger.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  grand  and  striking  in  the  Alps, 
and  is  now  not  uncommonly  performed. 
The  time  required  will  depend  alto- 
gether on  the  state  of  the  snow,  and 
may  vary  from  13  to  16  hrs.,  allow- 
ing for  a  short  halt  at  the  summit. 
It  is  perhaps  most  frequently  taken 
from  the  Gnndelwald  side,  but  those 
who  know  it  well  recommend  the 
opposite  course;  the  ascent  from  the 
Grimsel  is  less  considerable,  and  the 
Tiews  are  on  the  whole  finer.  The 
hard  day's  work  may  be  broken  by 
sleeping  in  the  highest  chalets  at  the 
foot  of  the  Viescherhorner,  3  easy 
hrs.  from  Grindelwald;  or  at  the  Pa- 
vilion by  the  Aar  Glacier,  if  the 
traveller  attacks  the  pass  from  the 
Grimsel  side. 

The  path,  on  leaving  Grindelwald, 
ascends  rapidly  on  the  1.  hand  of  the 
lower  glacier,  and  is  practicable  for 
horses  for  about  f  hour;  it  then 
becomes  a  footpath  overhanging  the 
glacier.  After  descending  a  ladder 
clamped  agunst  the  face  of  a  cliff 


height  is  about  10,500  English  ft.,  and 
it  lies  in  the  very  centre  of  the  highest 
group  of  the  Oberland  Alps,  being, 
m  fact,  the  ridge  which  connects  the 
Schreckhom  with  the  range  of  the 
Finster  Aarhom. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  to- 
wards the  Aar  Glacier  by  the  well- 
known  ice-wall  of  the  Strahleck  forms 
the  principal  difficulty  of  this  expedi- 
tion. In  certain  states  of  the  snow, 
nervousness  or  rashness  on  the  part 
of  any  single  traveller  might  endanger 
the  lives  of  an  entire  party;  but  when 
the  proper  precautions  are  taken  there 
is  no  real  risk.  Just  below  the  steepest 
part  a  wide  crevasse  or  hergschrvrul 
must  be  passed,  but  this  is  generally 
pretty  well  bridged  over  with  snow; 
the  slope  soon  becomes  less  steep,  and 
before  long  the  travellers  may  safely 
run  or  slide  down  to  the  nere  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  (Rte.  26).    From 
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the  foot  of  the  passaee,  the  Abschwnng, 
where  Professor  Agassiz's  hut  was 
situated,  may  be  reached  in  1^  hour: 
thence  to  the  hospice  of  the  Grimsel 
will  take  a  good  walker  3  hours,  two 
of  them  on  the  ice 

The  demands  of  the  guides  at  Grin- 
delwald  for  this  pass  should  not  be 
submitted  ta  On  one  occasion  thej 
asked  180  fr.  and  took  30  fr. 

This  pass  has  been  two  or  three 
times  crossed  by  English  ladies  with 
the  assistance  01  numerous  guides  and 
porters. 


6. — QADMENTHAL  TO  GRTMSEL. 

Though  this  is  a  very  beautiful  ex> 
cursion,  it  has  been  but  seldom  tra- 
versed, and  has  not  as  yet  received  a 
name. 

It  is  in  no  sense  a  short-cut,  as  the 
detour  by  the  valley  of  Ilasli  may  be 
made  in  much  less  time,  but  in  fine 
weather  it  is  an  interesting  excursion 
for  practised  mountaineers.  From 
Mithlestalden,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  valley  of  Gadmen  (Arnold  Kehrli, 
of  Miihlethal,  is  a  good  guide),  a  nar- 
row gorge  opens  to  the  S.,  down  which 
flows  the  stream  from  the  Trift  gla- 
cier. The  glacier  b  reached  in  2^ 
hrs.,  and  about  \  hr.  farther  a 
chalet,  called  Graggi,  is  seen  on  side 
of  the  glacier.  A  night*s  rest  on  clean 
hay  may  there  be  obtained,  and  it  is 
the  point  from  whence  the  Stemhaus- 
horn  (10,303  ft.),  the  highest  moun- 
tain immediately  overlooking  the  val- 
ley of  Hasli,  may  most  easily  be  as- 
cended. The  view  is  said  to  be  very 
fine.  From  Grdtg'  it  is  easy  to  reach 
Guttanen,  by  the  ridge  of  the  Furt- 
wang  and  the  Stemhaus  Alp,  but  moun- 
taineers will  prefer  to  traverse  the 
great  snow  wastes  which  lie  between 
the  ridge  of  the  Steinhaushom,  on  the 
W.,  and  the  still  higher  range  of  the 
Sustenhom  and  Galenstock,  on  the 
K.  For  nearly  an  hour  from  Graggi 
the  glacier  presents  no  difficulty;  it 
Ihen  rises  steeply  in  shattered  masses, 


and  it  is  necessary  to  climb  some 
steep,  but  not  very  difficult,  rocks. 
In  another  hour  the  upper  plateau,  a 
wide-spreading  snow-neld,  is  reached. 
Two  hrs.  of  enidual  ascent  lead  to  the 
summit  of  tne  flattened  ridge  which 
separates  the  Trift  from  the  Rhone 

§  lacier,  about  10,000  £ng.  ft.  in  height, 
rom  this  point  the  view  of  the  Ga- 
lenstock, a  pyramid  of  rock,  probably 
inaccessible  on  this  side,  is  very  flne. 
The  ridge  to  the  L,  between  the  Ga- 
lenstock and  Sustenhorn,  overlooks 
the  wild  valley  of  Goschenen,  a  tri- 
butary of  the  Reuss.  Time  permit- 
ting, it  would  be  worth  a  traveller's 
trouble  to  gain  that  ridge.  In  de- 
scending the  uppermost  part  of  the 
Rhone  glacier  it  is  advisable  to  keep 
to  the  L,  and  then  cross  the  glacier 
diagonally.  There  are  many  con- 
cealed crevasses.  The  most  direct 
course  to  the  Grimsel  leads  over 
much  rough  ground  by  a  small  lake 
called  **  Im  Sfuut;**  but  it  is  more  easy 
to  make  a  slight  circuit  by  the  Todten 
See.  Time  reauired  about  12  hrs. 
With  good  guiaes  a  traveller  might 
strike  to  the  1.  from  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  Rhone  glacier,  along  the  slopes 
of  the  Galenstock,  and  reach  the 
Furca  Inn  at  night 


C. — OBERAARJOCH — GRIMSEL  TO  THE 
JEOaiSCHHORN. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent 

§  asses  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  hard 
ay*s  work,  and  the  descent  of  the 
Viescher  glacier  is  very  difficult,  but 
the  grandeur  of  its  scenery  will  well 
repay  any  traveller  who  may  explore 
it  in  fine  weather. 

It  is  advisable  to  start  before  day- 
light from  the  GrimseL  As  far  as 
the  foot  of  the  Unteraar  glacier  the 
route  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Strah- 
leck  pass:  here  it  ascends  to  the 
ch&lets  at  the  foot  of  the  Oberaar 
glacier.  This  is  almost  as  easily 
traversed  as  the  lower  glacier  (27  a\ 
but  the  ascent  to  the  Col  (which  pre- 
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sents  no  difficulty  worth  mentioning) 
is  rather  more  rapid.  The  summit  of 
the  pass  is  reached  in  about  5^  hrs. 
The  Viesch  glacier  is  very  much  cut 
up  by  wide  crevasses  throughout 
nearly  its  entire  leneth,  but  the  worst 
part  may  be  avoided  by  a  circuit  over 
the  rockis  on  the  rt.  bank.  After  de- 
scendine^  for  about  2  hrs.  from  the 
Joch,  the  glacier  becomes  quite  im- 
practicable, and  it  is  necessary  to 
scramble  down  some  steep  and  drip- 

{»ing  rocks,  which  form,  in  fact,  the 
ower  slopes  of  the  Yiescherhorner. 
Beware  of  descending  too  low  at  the 
foot  of  the  glacier;  near  the  ch&lets 
of  Stock,  an  ascent  (of  no  difficulty) 
is  required  to  reach  the  level  of  the 
hotel  on  the  iEggischhorn  (Hte.  26). 
This  is  fkr  prererable  to  the  long 
and  fatiguing  descent  that  is  neces- 
sary to  reach  Viesch. 


d. — GRIMSEL  TO  MEYRIMOEN,  OVER  TnE 
LAOTERAAR  AND  GAULI  GLACIERS. 

**We  set  out  from  the  hospice  of 
the  Grimsel  a  little  after  5  a.m.  For 
some  distance  the  route  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Striedileck,  but,  instead  of 
turning  to  the  1.  up  the  Finsteraar 
glacier,  it  inclines  to  the  rt.  along 
the  Lauteraar  to  near  its  head,  where 
the  ridge  of  the  Lauteraarsattel  runs 
across  from  the  Schreckhom  to  the 
mountain  marked  in  Keller's  map 
Berglistock,  but  called  by  Anderegg, 
Schneehom.  Here  we  turned  to  our 
rt.  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the 
steep  ridge  of  rock  which,  running 
from  the  last-named  mountain,  forms 
the  boundary  between  the  Lauteraar 
and  Gauli  glaciers.  After  having 
reached  about  half  its  height,  we 
turned  again  to  our  rt.  for  some  dis- 
tance, parallel  to  the  Lauteraar  gla- 
cier, till  we  came  to  where  the  passage 
of  the  ridse  is  to  be  made.  The  ascent 
is  up  rode  and  loose  shingle  to  the 
summit,  which  is  very  narrow.  On 
the  northern  side  the  descent  is  down 
an  extremely  steep  slope  of  hard  frozen 
enow,  which  occupied  nearly  1  h.  be- 


fore we  reached  the  Oanli  glacier, 
down  which  we  slid,  and  before  2 
o'clock  were  off  the  ice.  The  route 
then  is  down  the  Urbach  Thai,  and  in 
parts  is  very  steep.  At  Hof  we  struck 
in  upon  the  roaa  to  Me^ringen,  and 
reacned  that  town  a  little  after  6 
o'clock,  having  been  IS  hrs.,  including 
stoppages,  in  coming  by  this  pass  from 
the  Grimsel;  5^  hrs.  were  upon  the 
ice."— i2.  F, 

[From  the  head  of  the  Lauteraar 
glacier  it  is  possible  to  reach  Rosen- 
laui,  instead  of  descending  to  Mey- 
ringen.  An  account  of  the  passage 
is  given  in  Desor's  *  Excursions  et 
Sejours  dans  les  Alpes.'  It  appears  to 
be  a  very  difficult  expedition,  and 
should  be  undertaken  only  in  the 
finest  weather,  and  with  experienced 
guides.] 


ROUTE  28. 

GRIMSEL  TO  DRIRO,  BT  0BERGE8TELEN 
^THB  .fiGGISCUHORN. 

On  reaching  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  Pass  (Rte.  26)  the  path  leads 
to  the  rt.,  whilst  the  Rhone  Glacier 
and  Furca  path  goes  to  the  1.  It  is 
a  walk  of  2^  hrs.  from  the  Grimsel  to 
Ober-Gestelen ;  but  the  new  char-road 
makes  a  detour  by  the  glacier  and 
source  of  the  Rhone  (Rte.  26).  Below 
the  glacier,  the  Rhone  plunges  through 
a  magnificent  gorge  hefore  reaching 
Oberwald. 

In  all  the  villages  along  the  road 
horses  and  chars  may  be  had. 

06«nfviW.— The  descent  of  the  Upper 
Valflis  from  Oberwald  to  Brieg,  a  ais- 
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tance  of  8  hrs.  (about  27  m.),  is  tame 
and  uninterestins  for  the  first  part  of 
the  way,  below  which,  especially  about 
Viesch,  its  scenery  is  singularly  beau- 
tifuL  The  peak  of  the  Weisshom  is 
a  noble  object  as  far  as  Yiesch,  and, 
though  40  m.  off,  seems  to  block  up 
the  valley.  Looking  up,  the  Gal- 
lenstock  appears  in  view  with  like 
grandeur.  The  road  runs  along  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone.  [From  Ober- 
wald  a  path  diverges  over  the  col  of  the 
Gerenhorn  to  the  Ntifenen.] 

1  f  m.  Ober-Oestelen  (Fr.,  Haut  Ch&til- 
lon)  (/nn,  Cheval  Blanc ;  clean  and 
civil),  the  highest  village  butone(Ober- 
wald  being  the  highest)  in  the  Upper 
Valais,  4360  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 
It  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone,  about  8  m.  below  its  source  in 
the  glacier.  It  is  the  depot  for  the 
cheese  transported  out  of  canton  Berne 
into  Italy,  and  is  a  place  of  some 
traffic,  as  it  lies  at  the  junction  of  the 
4  bridle-roads  over  the  Grimsel,  Furca, 
Niifenen,  and  Gries  (Rte.  62). 

In  1720,  84  men  were  killed  here 
by  an  avalanche,  and  lie  buried  in 
one  grave  in  the  churchyard. 

1 J  m.  Ul'ichen.  [Opposite  this  the 
valley  of  Eginen  opens  out  —  up  it 
runs  the  path  leading  over  the  Gries 
and  the  Nufenen  (Rte.  63).]  The 
Upper  Valais  (Ober-Wallis)  is  very 
populous,  and  numerous  unimportant 
villages  are  passed  in  rapid  succession. 
One  of  the  largest  is 

2^  m.  MUisier,  containing  about  400 
Inhab.,  and  a  good  Inn,  La  Croix  d*Or, 
in  full  view  or  the  peak  of  the  Weiss- 
horn,  a  neighbour  of  Monte  Rosa.  The 
landlord's  nephew,  Antonio  Guntren, 
is  a  trustworthy  guide,  well  acquainted 
with  the  Gries  pass.  18  fr.  for  horse 
and  carriage  to  Brieg;  20  fr.  to  Visp. 
From  Miinster  the  ascent  of  the 
I^ffelhom  (10,268  Bug.  ft)  may  be 
made  in  about  4  hrs.  The  view  of 
the  Finsteraar  Horn  is  said  to  be  sin- 
gularly fine,  but  in  other  respects  the 
position  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
^ggischhorn.  The  natives  of  the 
Upper  Valais  are  a  distinct  and 
apparently  superior  race  to  those  of 
the  Lower.    The  language  is  German.  | 


The  Romans  never  penetrated  into  the 
higher  part  of  the  Rhone  valley. 

1}  m.  Rechingen^  a  handsome  ch. 

4  m.  Niederwald  {Inn\  fountain  of 
excellent  water  by  roadside. 

4  m.  Viesch  (a  very  fair  country  /»n, 
du  Glacier)  lies  at  the  entrance  of  a 
side  valley,  blocked  up  at  its  upper  ex- 
tremity by  the  Viescn  glacier,  above 
which  rise  the  peaks  called  Viescher- 
Horner.  There  exists  a  tradition  that  a 
path  once  led  up  this  valley  to  Grindel  • 
wald :  it  is  now  entirely  stopped  by 
the  glacier,  and  this  circumstance  is 
supposed  to  prove  a  great  increase  of 
the  mass  of  ice. 


^The  JSggischhom, — Scarcely  known 
to  travellers  before  1854,  this  has 
become  one  of  the  head-quarters  of 
members  of  the  Alpine  Club,  and 
other  lovers  of  high  Alpine  scenery. 
It  owes  this  rapid  rise  in  part  to  its 
admirable  position,  and  partly  to  the 
excellent  accommodation  found  at  the 
new  Inn,  first  opened  in  1856,  which 
certainly  affords  more  of  comfort  and 
convenience  than  are  to  be  obtained 
elsewhere  at  an  equal  height  and 
under  similar  natural  difficulties.  The 
vast  snow-fields  which  cover  the  south- 
ern flanks  of  the  higher  Bernese  Alps 
send  down  two  great  glaciers  to- 
wards the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The 
lesser  of  these,  the  Viesch  glacier, 
has  been  already  referred  to  (Rte. 
27  c).  The  greater  of  them,  the 
Aletsch  glacier — the  most  considerable 
ice-river  in  the  Alps,  or  perhaps  in 
the  world  —  originates  in  the  vast 
basin  which  is  enclosed  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Aletschhom,  the  Jungfrau,  the 
Monch,  the  Trugberg,  and  the  Wal- 
liser  Viescherhorner.  Its  length,  from 
the  Monch  Sattel  to  the  source  of  the 
Massa  at  its  base,  is  fully  20  m.,  with 
a  breadth  varying  from  1  to  nearly  4 
ra.;  and  by  its  extent  and  the  uni- 
formity of  its  slope,  it  far  better  de- 
serves the  name  of  a  Mer  de  Olace,  or 
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Eis  Meer,  than  any  other  glacier  in 
the  Alps. 

From  the  Moneh  Sattel,  between 
the  Monch  and  the  Jungfrau,  the 
main  stream  of  the  glacier  preserves 
for  12  or  13  m.  a  nearly  straight 
course,  a  little  E.  of  S.,  until  it  abuts 
against  a  steep  pyramidal  mountain, 
wnich  lies  exactly  in  the  course  of  the 
ice-stream.  By  this  it  is  deflected  to 
the  rt.,  or  S.W.;  its  slope  becomes 
somewhat  more  rapid,  and  its  bed 
narrower,  till  it  finally  disappears 
from  sight  in  a  deep  rarine,  from 
whence  issues  the .  torrent  of  the 
Massa.  The  mountain  which  thus 
turns  aside  the  flow  of  the  Aletsch 
glacier  is  the  ^ggischhom.  Its  sum- 
rait  (9656  Eng.  n.)  commands  a  full 
view  of  the  entire  course  of  the  gla- 
cier, and  of  the  grand  range  of  peaks 
which  surround  it,  in  itself  an  unsur- 
passed combination  of  grand  natural 
objects;  but  besides  these  the  pano- 
rama which  it  presents  in  clear 
weather  includes  nearly  or  quite  all 
the  highest  summits  of  the  Alps. 
Taken  in  the  order  in  which  they 
present  themselves,  we  have  Mont 
Blanc, »with  his  attendant  aiguilles; 
the  Grand  Combin,  or  Graflreneire; 
the  Weisshorn,  Matterhom,  Dom, 
Monte  Rosa,  Laquinhom,  Weissmies, 
Monte  Leone;  the  range  extending 
from  thence  to  the  St  Gothard;  the 
distant  Todi,  seen  beyond  the  Furka 
pass;  the  Galenstock,  Oberaarhorn, 
and  Finsteraarhom,  succeeded  by  the 
group  already  enumerated.  There  is 
probably  no  other  spot  at  all  easy  of 
access  irom  which  all  these  summits 
are  risible  *  at  the  same  moment 
Among  other  objects  of  interest  the 
Viesch  glacier,  which  is  rather  an 
ice-cataract  than  an  ice-river  (Rte. 
27  c),  should  not  be  overlooked.  It 
presents  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
tranquil  and  scarcely  rufiled  flow  of 
the  great  Aletsch  glacier. 

Looking  downwards  some  2000  ft. 
below  the  summit,  another  remark- 
able and  almost  unique  object  is  seen, 
which,  however,  requires  a  nearer 
visit  in-order  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
Immediately  N.  of  the  ^ggischhom 
the  ridge  separating  the  Aletsch  and 


Viesch  glaciers  is  depressed  into  a 
flat  plateau,  2  or  3  m.  in  length,  and 
nearly  ^  m.  wide.  On  one  side  the 
Aletsch  glacier  rises  above  the  level 
of  the  plateau  in  steep  cliffs  of  ice, 
forming  a  barrier  which  prevents 
the  outflow  of  water  on  that  side. 
Hence  the  waters  which  accumulate 
in  summer,  from  the  drainage  of  the 
surrounding  mountains,  form  a  small 
lake  called  the  Marjelen  See^  upon 
whose  ice-cold  surface  the  blocks  of 
ice  that  fall  away  from  the  cliff's  float 
as  miniature  icebergs  The  ice-cliffs 
rise  about  50  ft  above  the  water,  and 
are  grounded  in  30  ft  below  water.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  lake  from  unduly 
encroaching  upon  the  adjacent  pastures 
a  channel  has  been  dug,  by  which  the 
surplus  waters  escape  m  the  opposite 
direction,  and  join  the  torrent  from 
the  Viesch  glacier.  From  time  to 
time  the  onward  movement  of  the 
Aletsch  glacier  opens  some  sub-gla- 
cial channel,  by  wnich  a  great  part  of 
the  waters  escape  beneath  the  ice, 
leaving  a  whole  fleet  of  icebergs 
stranded  on  the  shores  of  the  lake. 

Hotel.  On  the  S.E.  slope  of  the 
-^ggischhom  fat  about  7000  ft). 
M.  Wellig,  an  enterprising  native  of 
the  Valais,  has  opened  an  hotel, 
which,  considering  the  difficulties 
that  have  had  to  be  overcome  to  se- 
cure the  most  ordinary  supplies,  must 
be  pronounced  excellent  The  host 
is  extremely  obliging  and  attentive, 
and  has  a  fair  knowledge  of  cookery, 
and  the  charges  are  reasonable.  Some 
good  wine  is  kept  in  the  cellar.  About 
40  beds  are  made  up;  and  as  the 
house  is  sometimes  quite  full,  a 
numerous  party  should  write  before- 
hand to  secure  rooms. 

There  are  4  ways  of  reaching  the 
JEggischom. — 1,  from  Viesch,  2  hrs.; 
2,  from  Lax,  2\  hrs.;  3,  from  Morill, 
by  the  Rieder  Alp,  5  J  hrs. ;  4,  from 
the  Bel  Alp,  4i  hrs.  The  first  3  can 
be  made  on  horseback  the  whole  way, 
but  the  easiest  is  from  Viesch.  A 
good  horse-track  has  now  been  con- 
structed as  far  as  the  hotel.  For 
nearly  an  hour  the  path  mounts  by 
zigz<igs  through  a  pine-forest,  whose 
shade    affords    protection   from    the 
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sometimes  oppressive  heat  of  the  sun. 
The  track  is  intersected  by  slides, 
which  serve  for  the  small  sledges, 
in  which  cheeses,  hay,  &c.,  are  con- 
veyed from  the  upper  pastures  to  the 
viUage  of  Viesch.  Above  the  forest 
the  path  mounts  by  eentle  slopes 
over  pastures.  The  views  are  not 
very  striking,  but  a  little  to  the  L 
of  the  path  there  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  g^rand  ranges  which  circle 
round  Saas  and  Zermatt,  the  most 
conspicuous  and  beautiful  object  being 
the  exquisitely-pointed  pyramid  of 
the  Dom,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Saas  Grat  (Bte.  122).  The  path 
winds  round  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  ^g^chhom,  and  in  2  hrs.  from 
Viesch  the  traveller  reaches  the  hotel. 
Many  excursions  may  be  made 
from  the  w£ggischhorn. 

a.  The  first  object  of  attraction  is, 
of  course,  the  view  from  the  summit 
of  the  mountain.  1|  hr.  easy  walk. 
This  should  be  seen  not  once  only, 
but  several  times,  in  order  to  enjoy 
it  under  different  conditions  of 
colouring  and  illumination.  The 
path  to  the  summit  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  care  of  M.  Wellig, 
but  the  upper  part  is  steep  and 
slippery,  and  the  top,  formed  of 
huge  shattered  blocks,  with  rifts  be- 
tween, affords  but  awkward  footing. 
Unpractised  mountaineers  should  take 
a  guide,  especially  after  fresh  snow, 
and  not  disdain  his  proffered  hand,  as 
slight  but  disagreeable  accidents  often 
occur. 

6.  The  next  object  of  attraction  is 
the  Ifarjelen  See,  2  hrs.  easy  walk,  a 
mule-path  is  in  progress,  already  de- 
scribed. A  boat  is  to  be  put  upon  its 
waters.  This  excursion  is  generally 
combined  with  a  visit  to  Uie  Aletsch 
glacier,  which  is  easy  of  access,  and 
in  great  part  free  from  dangerous 
crevasses.  It  is  <mly  after  walking 
some  miles  upon  Its  surface  that  a  true 
impressioa  can  be  formed  of  the  vast 
extent  of  this  sea  of  ise. 

c  A  rather  longer  exeursion  may 
be  made  by  travellers  bound  for 
Bnegf  by  rejushing  the  Aletsch  gla- 


cier, either  from  the  Marjelen  See, 
or  descending  to  it  from  tne  summit 
of  the  mountan  (a  steep  slope,  re- 
quiring caution);  then  following  the 
downward  slope  of  the  glacier  for  3 
or  4  m.,  till  opposite  to  a  slight  de- 
pression in  the  ridge  on  its  I.  bank. 
This  is  reached  without  difficulty,  and 
from  thence  the  descent  to  Moril,  on 
the  high  road  from  Viesch  to  Brieg, 
by  gprassy  ^opes,  steep,  but  not  diffi- 
cult, and  by  occasional  rocks,  is  a  very 
ag^eable  walk.  There  is  a  chalet 
inn  on  the  Rieder  Alp,  where  refresh- 
ments may  be  had  on  the  way  down. 

d.  A  much  more  considerable  expe- 
dition is  to  reach  the  Monch  Sattel,  or 
depression  separating  the  Monch  from 
the  Jungfrau.  Ropes,  veils,  and  dark 
spectacles  should  be  taken,  but  there 
is  no  serious  difficulty  to  be  encoun- 
tered. The  distance  is  considerable, 
and  the  walk  to  and  fro,  especially  if 
there  be  much  fresh  snow,  is  a  fa- 
tiguing one.  The  contrast  afforded 
by  the  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Col,  looking  over  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land  and  uie  plain  of  Switzerland, 
after  having  been  so  long  confined  to 
the  Polar  scenery  of  the  uppSr  part 
of  the  glacier,  is  said  to  oe  very 
striking.  It  appears  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  descending  the  preci- 
pices which  on  the  farther  side  face 
the  Wen^m  Alp,  but  2  different 
passages  m  this  direction,  from  the 
Aletsch  glacier  to  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land,  have  been  accomplished  by 
English  travellers.  The  first  of  these 
was  effected  in  August,  1858,  by  the 
Rev.  C.  Hudson,  mt.  Birkbeck,  and 
Mr.  Joad,  with  2  excellent  guides, 
Melchior  Anderegg  and  Victor  Tair- 
raz,  of  Chamouni.  They  ascended 
the  Aletsch  glacier  nearly  to  the  base 
of  the  Monch,  and,  following  the 
branch  which  separates  the  Monch 
from  the  Trugberg,  passed  the  night 
on  the  snow,  under  a  tent,  at  a  height 
of  about  11,500  ft.  above  the  sea. 
From  this  point  they  soon  reached  on 
the  following  morning  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  the  Monch  with 
the  range  called  the  Vieacher  Grat. 
From  thence  the  descent  to  the  lower 
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glacier  of  Griadelwald  is  a  work  of  con- 
siderable difficulty  and  some  danger. 
The  difficulties  would  probably  be 
less  serious  if  the  pass  were  made 
from  the  Grindelwala  side,  but  it  can- 
not be  recommended  to  ordinary  tra- 
Tellers.  The  second,  and  still  more 
difficult  passage,  was  accomplished 
in  1859,  by  the  Ber.  Leslie  Stephen 
and  Mr.  Mathews,  with  Ulrich 
Lanener  and  2  Chamouni  guides. 
They  ascended  from  the  Wengem 
Alp,  between  the  Eiger  and  the 
Monch,  and  reached  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  those  peaks,  after 
580  steps  had  been  cut  in  one  ice-slope 
by  the  nrst-named  guide.  They  "were 
forced  to  pass  the  night  on  the  upper 
Aletsch  gmcier,  and  reached  the  hotel 
on  the  ^ggischhorn  the  next  day. 

The   .£ggischhom  has  been    the 
starting-pomt   from   whence    the   3 
highest    summits   of    the    Oberland 
group  have  been  attained.    The  Fin- 
Bteraarhom    (14,039  £ng.    ft.)    was 
first  ascended  in  1841,  by  Herr  Sol* 
eer,  of  Basle,  with  a  euide  named 
Jaun,  of  Meyringen.    Tne  next  sue* 
oesaful  ascent,  of  which  an  account 
is    given    in    *  Peaks,    Passes,    and 
Glaciers,'  was   effected  in   1857,  by 
the  Bev.  J.  F.  Hardy,  Messrs.  Ken- 
nedy, Ellis,  St  John  Mathews,  and 
W.  Mathews,  all  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  with  5  guides.     Several 
successAu  ascents  have   been   since 
made.    The  Aletschhom  was  for  the 
first  time   ascended    by  Mr.  F.  F. 
Tuckett,  with  (3?)  guides,  in  1859. 
Only  of  late  it  has  been  known  that 
this  peak,  which  is  not  visible  from 
ihe  Bernese  Oberland,  being  wholly 
situated   in  the  Yalais,  is  the  2nd 
in  height  of  the  Alps    of  Central 
Switaerland  (13,803  Eng.  ft).     The 
history  of  the  successful  attempts  to 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Jungfirau  has 
been  already  referred  to  (Rte.  25  c). 


or  the  Baths  of  Leuk,  may  take  a 
route  over  the  Aletsch  and  Lotsch 
glaciers,  a  day's  journey 'over  ice  and 
snow,  but  not  presenting  any  serious 
difficulty  (Rte.  60\ 

Ordinary  travellers  will  prel^r  to 
return  to  the  high  road  at  Viesch.] 
And  thence  proceed  to 

1^  m.  Laax  (Croix  Blanche,  good). 

5  m.  MOrUl  {Trm:  Venals). 

The  stream  of  the  Massa,  issuing 
from  the  AletAch  Glacier,  here  joins 
the  Rhone.  The  volume  of  its  waters 
is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
glacier  stream  in  the  Alps. 

Bel  Alp,  A  good  and  very  popular 
Inn  has  been  ouilt  on  the  Bel  Alp 
(formerly  called  the  Lusgen  Alp\  one 
of  the  S.  spurs  of  the  Aletscnhom, 
and  but  a  short  distance  above  the 
Aletsch  Glacier.  There  is  a  pleasant 
walk  to  it,  often  traversed  by  ladies 
in  4^  hrs.  (of  which  ^  hr.  is  across  the 
Aletsch  Glacier),  from  the  JEggisch- 
horn  Hotel.  It  passes  by  the  Ch&let 
Inn  on  the  Kieder  Alp.  The  Bel  Alp 
is  also  reached  in  3^  nrs.  fVom  Brieg 
by  a  bridle-path  ascending  from 
Naters.  Excursion  from  the  Bel 
Alp  to  the  Sparrehom  (otherwise  the 
Belhom),  3  nrs.  up:  horses  go  two- 
thirds  of  the  way.  v  iew  magnificent, 
like  that  from  the  ^ggischhorn. 

4  m.  Naters,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
lies  in  a  beautiful  situation  and  in  a 
milder  climate,  where  the  chestnut 
begins  to  flourish.  Above  it  rises  the 
rumed  castle  of  Auf  der  Fliih,  or 
Supersax. 

A  wooden  bridge  leads  across  the 
Rhone  to  the  gpreat  high  road  at 

1  m.  Brieg  (ihn,  Post),  at  the  foot  of 
the  Simplon  (Rte.  59). 


[Travellers  who  have  already  seen 
the  Pass  of  the  Simplon  may  reach 
Domo  d'Oasola  by  the  Binnen  Thai 
and  Crodo,  in  the  Val  Antigorio 
(Bte.  61).    Those  proceeding  to  Sion, 
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ROUTE  31. 

8TANZ  TO  ENGELBERO.  ENGELBERO  TO 
ALTORF,  BY  THE  SURENEN  PASS.  THE 
TITLIS. 

A  walk  of  1 2^  to  13  hrs.  The  best 
plan  is  to  sleep  at  Engelberg  and  cross 
the  pass  next  day. 

There  is  a  good  char-road  from 
Stanz  (Rte.  1 9)  to  Engelberg  (4^  hours' 
walk;  car,  1  horse,  12  fr.;  ditto  2,  20 
fr.);  thence  to  Altorf,  across  the  pass, 
a  horse- path. 

The  road  from  Stanz  to  Engelberg 
follows  the  course  of  the  Aa  up- 
wards, gradually  ascending,  and  pass- 
ing Wolfenschiess  with  its  ruined 
castle,  and  Grafenort,  where  there  is 
a  small  inn.  Beyond  this  the  valley 
contracts.  The  road  is  carried  up  a 
steep  ascent  nearly  6  m.  long,  tra- 
versmg  thick  woods,  amidst  scenery 
of  the  nighest  sublimity.  In  the  midst 
of  it,  in  the  depth  o^  the  yalley,  lie 
the  village  and  Abbey  of  Engelberg — 
{Lnns :  Hotel  and  Pension.  Miiller, 
good,  clean,  and  moderate,  whey  cure; 
Engel)— 3220  ft.  above  the  sea.  It  is 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  moun- 
tains topped  with  snow,  and  based  by 
precipices  from  which,  in  winter  time 
and  in  spring,  numerous  avalanches 
are  precipitated.  At  their  base,  upon  a 
veroant  slope,  contrasting  agreeably 
with  rock  and  snow,  the  Benedictine 
Abbey  rises  conspicuous  amone  the 
ordinary  habitations  of  the  vulage. 
It  was  founded  in  1120,  and  received 
from  Pope  Calixtus  II.  the  name  of 
Mons  Angelontm,  from  a  tradition  that 
the  site  of  the  building  was  fixed  by 

angels — 

•*  Whwe  aathentie  lay. 
Sang  Trom  that  bearenly  (ground,  in  middleair. 
Made  known  the  spot  where  Piety  should  raise 
A  holy  •tmctura  to  th' Almighty**  praise." 

Wordtuxnih. 

Having  been  three  times  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  existing  edifice  is  not  older 
than  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
"  The  architecture  is  plain  and  unim- 
pressive, but  the  situation  is  worthy  of 


the  honours  which  the  imagination  of 
the  mountaineers  has  conferred  upon 
it."  The  convent  is  independent  of  any 
bishop  or  sovereign  but  the  Pope  him- 
self, or  his  legate  :  its  revenues,  once 
more  considerable,  were  seriously  di- 
minished by  the  French,  but  it  still 
possesses  valuable  alpine  pastures,  and 
the  cheeses  produced  on  them  are 
stored  in  an  adjacent  warehouse  and 
cellars.  It  contains,  at  present,  only 
19  brothers:  it  has  a  large  Church 
and  a  Library  of  some  value,  rich  in 
Swiss  early  printed  books  and  illu- 
minated M!SS.  ;  the  roof  of  the  apart- 
ment in  which  it  is  placed  has  Deen 
cracked  by  an  earthquake.  Travel- 
lers are  received  and  entertained  in  the 
convent — those  of  the  poorer  classes 
gpratuitously. 

The  Titlia,  the  chief  of  the  moun- 
tains which  overhang  this  romantic 
solitude,  rises  on  the  S.  of  the  con- 
vent to  a  height  of  7000  ft  above 
the  valley,  and  10,690  ft  above  the 
sea-leveL  Its  principal  peak  is  fre- 
quently ascended,  but  more  easily 
from  the  inn  in  the  Engstlen-Thal 
(Bte.  33)  than  from  Engelberg.  The 
first  hour  from  Engelberg  can  be 
accomplished  on  horses,  after  which 
there  is  a  sharp  ascent  for  an  hour 
through  woods;  the  path  then  con- 
tinues over  pastures  which  gradually 
become  rocics  mixed  with  patches  of 
snow,  and  the  last  hour  is  over  a 
snowy  ridge.  The  ascent  occupies  6 
or  7  hours.  It  is  covered  with  a  cap 
of  snow  or  neve,  from  which  numerous 
avalanches  fall  in  spring. 

The  view  is  superb.  The  Susten- 
horn,  Galenstock,  Thierberge,  Fins- 
teraarhom,  Schreckhomer,  and  all  the 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  are  seen 
to  perfection.  The  position  of  the 
mountain  is  so  favourable  that  the  eye 
wanders  over  an  almost  countless 
number  of  peaks  and  glaciers. 

The  Passes  of  the  Storegg  and  of  the 
Jauchli  (Rte.  19)  lead  by  the  Melch- 
thal  to  Burenen  in  5  and  6  hrs.  respec- 
tively. 

The  Pass  of  the  Joch  (see  Rte.  33) 
leads  from  Engelberg  to  Meyringen 
in  10  hrs. 
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From  Engelbei^  to  Altorf,  by  the 
Pass  of  the  Swenen,  is  a  walk  of  8 
hrs.  When  there  is  fresh  snow  on 
the  pass  9  or  10  hrs.  should  be  al- 
lowed. When  ladies  are  of  the  party 
it  is  better  taken  from  Enp^elberg  than 
from  Altorf,  as  it  is  difficult  to  hire 
^ood  mountain  horses  at  the  latter 
place.  The  footpath  reaches,  after 
about  3m.,  the  dairy  belonging  to  the 
eonyent,  called  Herrenreuti,  where 
good  cheese  is  made  :  50  cows  are 
attached  to  it ;  the  pastures  are  re- 
fireshed  by  more  than  20  springs 
rising  upon  them.  From  the  steep 
sides  or  the  Hahnenberg,  on  the 
K.E.,  a  beautiful  waterfall  bursts 
forth,  called  Datschbach.  The  path 
now  winds  round  the  base  of  a  pro- 
jecting mountain,  beyond  which  the 
ralley  makes  a  bend  in  a  N.E.  direc- 
tion, and,  following  the  course  of  the 
Aa  torrent  for  about  6  m.,  crosses  it, 
and  then  turns  nearly  due  E.  The 
Stierenbach,  the  principal  feeder  of 
the  Aa,  is  now  seen  descending  in 
a  pretty  cascade  into  the  deep  abyss. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  below  the  summit 
stand  a  few  chalets,  and  beyond  them 
the  traveller  has  generally  to  traverse 
patches  of  snow,  to  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  or  Surenen  Eck,  a  narrow  ridge 
7548  ft  above  the  sea,  not  more  than 
5  ft  wide,  between  the  Blakenstock 
on  the  1.  and  the  Geissberg  on  the  rt 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  ascent 
the  Titlis  shines  forth  an  object  of  the 
greatest  magnificence,  and  a  long  line 
of  peaks  and  glaciers  extends  from  it 
nninterruptedly  to  the  Surenen.  An- 
other view  now  opens  out  on  the  oppo- 
site side  into  the  valley  of  Schacnen, 
bounded  in  the  extreme  distance  by 
the  snowy  top  of  the  Glarnisch  in 
canton  Glarus.  On  the  side  of  the 
Surenen,  lying  within  the  limits  of 
canton  IJri,  the  surface  of  snow  to 
be  crossed  is  often  greater,  and  the 
descent  is  steeper.  Traversing  the 
snow,  and  a  desolate'  tract  covered 
with  broken  rocks  beyond,  the  chdlets 
of  Waldnacht  are  passed;  and  then, 
by  the  gorge  of  Boghy,  the  path  is 
conduct^  into  the  valley  of  the  Reuss, 
forking  off  on  the  rt.  to  Erstfeld,  for 
those  who  wish  to  ascend   the    St. 


Gothard— and  on  the  1.  to  Attinghau- 
sen,  for  those  who  are  bound  to  Altorf. 

In  1799  a  division  of  the  French 
army,  under  Lecourbe,  crossed  this 
pass  with  cannon  to  attack  the  Aus- 
trians  in  the  valley  of  the  Reuss,  but 
were  soon  driven  back  the  same  way 
by  the  impetuous  descent  of  Suwar* 
row  from  t-he  St.  Gothard. 

AHorf  (file.  34). 


ROUTE  32. 

PASS  OF  THE  8USTEN,  PROM  MEYRTXGEN 
OR  REICIIKNBACH  TO  WASEN. 

12^  hrs.  11  hrs.*  fast  walking. 

In  1811,  when  the  Valais  was 
added  by  Napoleon  to  the  French 
empire,  a  char-road  was  constructed 
from  Meyringen  to  Stein,  and  on  the 
side  of  canton  Uri  from  Wasen  to 
Ferningen,  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  canton  Berne  to  convey  their  pro- 
duce into  Italy  through  the  Swiss  ter- 
ritory. It  has  fallen  out  of  repair 
in  many  places,  and  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  a  bridle-path.  It  'is  a  fine 
pass  ;  the  Gadmenthal  being  very 
grand,  in  parts  somewhat  like  the 
Trosachs,  on  a  grander  scale.  Charge 
for  a  horse  30  fr.,  for  a  guide  10  fr.; 
but,  as  the  pass  is  much  frequented,  no 
guide  is  required  in  clear  weather.  It 
enables  a  stout  pedestrian  to  proceed 
in  one  long  day  from  Meyringen  to 
Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard,  but  the 
distance  is  almost  too  much,  and  it  is 
usual  to  stop  for  the  nigrht  at  Stein. 
The  word  Sust  means  toll  or  custom- 
house, whence  the  name. 

The  route  of  the  Grimsel  is  followed 
from  Meyringen  as  far  as  Im  Hof 
(Rte.  26),  where,  quitting  the  side  of 
the  Aar,  the  path  follows  the  course  of 
the  Gadmen,  ascending  the  valley 
called,  at  its  lower  extremity,  Muhli- 
thal,  and  higher  up  Nessel-thal.  Here 
the  narrow  Trift-thal  opens  from  the 
S.,  with  fine  glimpses  of  the  Triften- 
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stock  and  gletscher,  up  which  lies  a 
glacier  pass  to  the  Grimsel  (Rte.  27  6). 
Beyond  this  the  valley  is  named  Gad- 
menthaL 

The  road  passes  through  a  fine 
grove  of  venerable  sycamores,  above 
which  the  Titlis  rises  superbly,  before 
yon  reach  in  4^  hrs. 

Oadmen.  (^Ttm:  Bear,  shaded  by 
sycamores,  clean  and  tolerable.)  This 
village  of  550  Inhab.  is  3750  ft.  above 
the  sea-level,  and  is  composed  of  3 
distinct  groups  of  houses,  Eck,  Am- 
buhl,  and  Ooermatt,  }  mile  higher 
up.  The  char-road  was  not  carried 
further  than  the  chalets  of  Steinen, 
and  a  portion  of  it  was  destroyed  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  sudden  ad- 
vance  of  the  glacier  of  Steinen,  which 
30  years  ago  was  more  than  a  mile 
distant  from  it,  descending  from  a  val- 
ley on  the  S.  The  appearance  of  the 
elacier  is  remarkable,  as  it  assumes  a 
fan  shape  at  its  termination.  At  the 
foot  of  the  Steinen  glacier  is  a  clean 
little  Inn,  7  hrs.  are  required  from 
Meyringen  to  Stein,  5^  descending  to 
Heyringen.  From  hence  the  ascent 
of  the  Sustenhom  may  be  effected  in 
6  hrs.  The  height  is  ll,5<t0  £ng.  ft. 
From  the  inn  at  Stein  a  steep  ascent 
of  1|  hour  brings  the  traveller  to 

The  top  of  the  Susten  Pass,  7446  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  view  is  very  fine  ;  the  serrated 
ridges,  and  the  many  pointed  peaks 
of  the  mountains  bounding  the  May- 
enthal,  through  which  the  descent 
lies,  especially  arrest  the  attention. 
There  is  alwavs  some  snow  on  the 
E.  declivity  of  the  pass.  The  first 
chalets  are  met  with  on  the  Hunds- 
alp.  The  stream  of  the  Maven-Beuss, 
issuing  out  of  the  Susten  glacier  (rt.), 
under  the  Susten  Horn,  is  crossed 
several  times,  until  at  the  Hauser- 
briicke,  a  considerable  distance  below 
Fernigen,  the  unfinished  char-road 
again  commences.  Near  Fernigen  the 
deeply  engulfed  and  foaming  Gurez- 
mittlerbach  is  crossed.  Lower  down 
is  the  village  of  Mayen,  or  Meyen,  3 
hrs.  descending  from  the  topof  the  pass, 
where  there  is  an  /nn,  not  so  good  as 
those  at  Gadmen  or  Stei  n.  Most  of  the 
houses  in  this  valley  are  protected 


from  the  descending  avalanches  by  a 
stone  dyke,  or  well-propped  palisade 
of  wood  raised  on  the  hul-side  behind 
them,  to  turn  away  the  falling  snow 
from  their  roofs.  Near  the  junction 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Mayen  and  the 
Beuss  are  shattered  remains  of  an 
hexagonal  redoubt  (schanze),  which 
was  fortified  by  the  Austrians  in 
1799,  and  stormed  and  taken  from 
them  by  the  French  under  Loison, 
who  forced  the  enemy  back  up  the 
vale  of  the  Reuss,  an^  after  five  as- 
saults, made  himself  master  of  Wasen, 
an  important  point.  A  very  steep 
and  rough  road  leads  in  one  hour  from 
Mayen  into  the  village  of 

Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (Rte. 
34).  Hours'  fast  walking/rom  Wasen : 
5  to  the  Pass  ;  }  to  Stein;  2  to  Gad- 
men;  2  to  Im  Hof;  1  to  Meyringen 
=:  total«  lOf  hours. 


ROUTE  33. 

THE  JOCH  PASS,  FROM  MEYRINOEH 
TO   ENOGLBEBG. 

Distance  about  10  hrs.  This  pass, 
though  practicable  for  horses,  and  a 
^ood  deal  used,  is  high  and  steep.  It 
IS  a  fine  pass,  with  considerable 
variety  of  scenery,  commanding  beau- 
tiful views  of  the  Titlis.  As  far  as 
Im  Hof  it  is  the  same  as  Rte.  26. 

That  village  is  reached  in  14  hr. 
from  Meyringen.  The  road  of  the 
Susten  is  followed  for  nearly  an  hour 
to  the  junction  of  the  torrent  from 
the  Gentel  Thai  with  the  Gadmen- 
bach,  A  rapid  ascent  follows,  till 
the  pBAtures  ftt  the  lower  extrenuty 
of  the  Grentel  Thai  are  reached,  in 
which  is  a  pure  spring,  verv  gratefhl 
after  the  hot  ascent  from  Wyler.  From 
this  point  the  path  continues  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream  on  a  very 
gradual  rise  for  1^  hour,  and  then 
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crossing  reaches  the  lower  pastures  of 
the  JEngstlen  Alp.  Another  ascent  of 
1^  hr.  by  a  rough  path,  partly  through 
pine  forest,  leads  to  EngsUln  Alp  Irm 
(about  6100  ft.),  capital  country  inn; 
Givil  and  intelligent  landlord,  often 
overBowing  with  guests.  The  posi- 
tion is  a  very  fine  one,  and  the  views 
of  the  adjoining  range  of  the  Titlis, 
and  of  the  OMrland  Alps,  magni- 
ficent. Many  excursions  may  be 
made  from  hence,  but  the  most 
interesting  is  the  ascent  of  the  Titlis. 
(See  Rte.  31.)  From  this  convenient 
starting-point  it  is  not  very  fatigu- 
ing, and  has  been  accomplished  by 
English  ladies.  A  practised  moun- 
taineer will  easUy  reach  the  summit 
in  5  hrs.  and  return  in  3^,  but  it  is 
well  to  allow  ample  time  to  enjoy  the 
view  from  the  top.  The  landlord  will 
find  good  and  cheap  glides.  Near  to 
the  Inn  is  a  remarkable  intermittent 
Spring^  called  Wunderbnamen.  It  flows 
from  spring  to  autumn,  always  running 
from  8  A.M.  to  about  4  P.H.,  when  it 
ceases. 

[An  easy  and  beautiful  pass  called 
the  Sattli  (Little  Saddle)  leads  hence 
in  4  hrs.  to  Gadmen  (^  hr.  extra  should 
be  allowed  by  those  coming  from 
Gadmen).  The  path  skirts  the  rocks 
at  the  extremity  of  the  Engstlen  See, 
and  thence  ascends  gradually  to  the 
summit  (If  hr.);  the  view  hence  over 
the  Thierberge,  Triftenhom,  Susten- 
hom,  and  the  glaciers  is  very  fine. 
On  the  Gadmen  side  the  descent  is 
so  steep,  that  mules  would  be  unable 
to  pass,  but  they  could  go  the  whole  of 
the  reverse  way,  i,e.  from  Gadmen  to 
the  EngsUenAlp.  The  downward  path 
takes  a  direction  to  the  1.  and  leaas  to 
a  shepherd's  hut  (|  hr.).  Here  2 
roads  diverge,  one  to  the  1.  leads  to 
Obermatt  and  Stein  (Rte.  32),  the 
other,  to  the  rt,  to  Gadmen  and  Im 
Hof.  The  remainder  of  the  descent 
is  rather  less  steep  and  is  very  pic- 
turesque, passing  through  fir-woods 
and  over  open  fields  commanding 
beautiful  views  of  the  valley,  &c.] 


Engelberg, — the  horse-path,  scarcely 
marked,  leading  to  the  L  of  the  Trub 
See;  the  other  and  shorter  one,  only 
practicable  on  foot,  continuing  along 
a  ridge  in  the  direction  of  Engelberg 
for  a  short  distance,  and  then  descenf 
ing  abruptly  on  the  rL  to  a  plain,  on 
which,  at  ^  m.  on  the  left,  is  situated 
the  Triib  See,  fed  by  glaciers  descend- 
ing from  the  Ochsenberg  on  the  rt. 
It  is  necessary  to  bear  away  to  the 
rt.-hand  extremity  ofthis  plain,  where 
there  is  a  gap,  from  which  a  very 
rough  and  precipitous  path,  called  the 
Pfaifenwand,  descends  for  20  minutes 
over  grass,  and  afterwards  debris,  to 
the  pastures,  crossing  which  it  enters 
the  forest  for  ^  hour,  and  shortly 
reaches 
Engelberg  (Rte.  31). 


There   are   two    paths    down   to 


ROUTE  34. 

THE  PABS  OF  ST.  OOTHARD,  FROM  FLU- 
ELEN,  ON  THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE,  TO 
BELUNZONA. 

8^  posts  s=  70  miles. 

Distances  from  Fliielen  to  Bellin- 

sona: — 

Swiss  posts.  £ng.  in. 

FlUelen  to  Amsteg     .     .  Ij  .  .  10 

Amsteg  toAudermatt      .  1|  •  .  Ui 
Andermatl  to  St.  GoUiard 

Pass li  .  .  11 

St.  Gothaid  Pass  to  Airolo      j  .  .    8 

Airolo  to  Faido      .     .     .  l{  .  ..  10 

Faido  to  Bodio      ...  1  .  .    0 

Bodlo  to  BeUlnzoiuk    .     .  U  .  .  13^ 

8i  TO 

These  are  the  true  distances:  some- 
what more  is  charged  by  the  post- 
masters. 

Steamers  4  times  a  day  from  Lu- 
cerne, reaching  Fliielen,  and  thence 
diligences  (places  in  which  must  be 
secured  in  liucerne  or  on  board  the 
steamer)  start  2  or  3  times  a  day  for 
BelUnzona  in  15  hrs.,  Milan  in  25. 
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By  the  diligence  some  of  the  finest 
portions  of  the  route  are  passed  in  the 
dark.  From  the  coupe,  which  contains 
3  places,  something  of  the  scenery 
may  be  seen  ;  from  the  corner  places 
in  the  interior,  a  very  little;  from  the 
middle  places,  nothing  whatever.  A 
single  traveller  may  sometimes  induce 
the  conducteur  to  give  him  his  place 
outside.  The  road  is  very  dusty,  so 
that  this  is  not  an  unmixed  advantage. 
There  is  no  banquette. 

The  innkeepers  on  both  sides  of  the 
pass  undertake  to  forward  travellers 
m  post  carriages,  and  with  post  horses, 
for  a  fixed  moderate  charge.  From 
Fluelen  or  Altorf  the  price  of  a  carriage 
and  2  post-horses  to  Hospenthal  is  30 
fr.,  to  Airolo  60,  to  Faido  75,  to  Bellin- 
zona  100,  to  Magadino  115,  to  Lugano 
125,  and  to  Como  150  fr.,  not  including 
the  pour-boire  of  2  fr.  to  the  postilion 
at  each  stage,  or  the  extra  horses  for 
crossing  the  mountain.  These  extras 
will  amount  to  about  25  fr.  more  for 
the  entire  journey.  It  will  save  trouble 
to  fix  the  entire  amount  before  start- 
ing, and  obtain  a  written  agreement 
from  the  inkeeper  to  be  shown  at 
each  stage.  The  service  is  well  ap- 
pointed. Lohnkutschers  or  vettuHni 
abound  at  Fliielen,  and  some  of  them 
are  generally  on  board  the  steamers 
looking  out  for  custom.  They  perform 
the  whole  journey  to  Como  for  about 
250  fr.,  inchiding  all  charges,  in  3 
days,  reaching  Como  on  the  3rd,  in 
time  for  the  last  rly.  train  for  Milan. 
It  is  well  to  have  this  last  point 
secured  in  a  written  agreement,  which 
should  also  stipulate  that  the  driver 
is  to  stop  at  tb»  inns  which  the  tra- 
veller may  select.  These  carriages  are 
more  comfortable  than  those  furnished 
by  the  postmasters,  and  will  accom- 
modate 6  persons. 

Pedestrians  should  drive  as  far  as 
Amsteg,  where  the  ascent  properly 
begins. 

On  this  pass  many  rare  minerals 
are  found,  and  may  be  purchased 
better  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Switzerland. 


This  was   anciently    perhaps  the 


most  frequented  passage  over  the 
Alps,  as  it  offered  tne  most  direct  and 
practicable  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Basle  and  Ziirich,  from  North- 
em  Switzerland  and  W.  Germany,  to 
Lombardy,  and  the  important  cities  of 
Milan  and  Genoa.  Not  less  than 
16,000  travellers  and  9000  horses 
crossed  it  annually  on  an  average, 
down  to  the  commencement  of  the 

S resent  century;  but  being  only  a 
ridle-path,  it  was  almost  entirely 
abandoned  after  the  construction  of 
the  carriage-roads  over  the  Simplon 
and  Bernardin.  Deprived  of  the  trajBfic 
across  it,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages traversed  by  the  road,  chiefly 
innkeepers  and  muleteers,  were  re- 
duced to  ruin,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
canton,  which  before  drew  20,000 
florins  annually  from  the  tolls  upon  it, 
were  seriously  diminished.  The  can- 
tons of  Uri  and  Tessin,  through  which 
this  road  runs,  at  length  became  snfii- 
cientlv  alive  to  their  own  interests  to 
perceive  the  necessity  of  converting  it 
mto  a  carriage-road,  and  thus  render- 
ing it  fit  to  compete  with  the  rival 
routes  as  a  channel  of  communication 
and  of  transport  for  merchandise. 
In  consequence,  in  1820  the  work 
was  begun,  and  in  1832  finally  com- 
pleted and  opened.  The  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, formed  in  Uri  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cantons.  The  construction 
of  the  road  was  intrusted  to  an  en- 
gineer of  Altorf,  named  Miiller. 

The  poverty-stricken  canton  of  Uri 
had  scraped  together,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, funds  suflicient  to  execute  her 
portion  of  the  undertaking,  but  a 
storm,  such  as  had  not  been  known  in 
the  memory  of  man,  bursting  on  the 
summit  of  the  pass,  in  August,  1834, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  swept 
away  nearly  one-third  of  the  road, 
together  with  bridges  and  terraees 
without  number,  which  had  been 
constructed  with  so  much  labour, 
cost,  and  difficulty.  A  similar  tem- 
pest in  1839  effected  nearly  equal  de- 
struction. Considering  the  previoos 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  can- 
ton, it  is  surprising  how  soon  the 
mischief  was  repaired. 


Switzerland.         route  34. 


GOTHARD.      FLUELEN. 
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At  present  the  road  is  excellent, 
not  inrerior  in  its  construction  to  any 
other  of  the  great  Alpine  highways. 
Its  points  of  chief  interest  are  the 
Devu's  Bridge  and  the  Italian  scenery 
of  rugged  mountain  and  rich  valleys. 

The  passage  is  usually  free  from 
snow  for  4  or  5  months  of  the  year ; 
and  in  the  depth  of  winter  carriages 
are  safely  transported  across  on  open 
sledges,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-storm,  when  the  roaa  is  some- 
times blocked  up  for  a  week.  In  1 860, 
4-1,000  fr.  were  spent  in  keeping  the 
road  clear  of  snow.  It  is  still  one  of 
the  best  routes  for  Italy. 

The  canton  of  Uri  and  the  valley 
of  the  Reuss  possess  an  historical 
celebrity,  as  the  theatre  of  the  me- 
morable campaign  of  1799,  when  the 
armies  of  the  three  nations  of  France, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  dispossessing 
each  other  in  turns,  marched,  fought, 
and  manceuvred,  on  heights  whence 
the  snow  never  disappears,  and  pre- 
Tiously  deemed  accessible  only  to 
goatherds  and  hunters.  In  the  month 
of  June,  in  the  above-named  year, 
the  Austrians,  aided  by  the  natives  of 
Uri,  had  expelled  the  French  from 
the  valley.  Satisfied  with  the  pos- 
session of  it,  they  passed  nearly  2 
months  in  entire  inactivity,  when,  by 
a  combined  movement,  planned  by 
Massena,  they  were  attacked  at  all 
points  by  French  corps,  poured  in 
upon  them  from  the  lake  or  Lucerne, 
which  was  crossed  by  a  flotilla  of 
boats,  and  from  every  western  passage 
leading  over  the  Alps  and  into  the 
Talley  of  the  Reuss.  Lecourbe  crossed 
the  Surenen,  Loison  the  Susten,  and 
Gudin,  with  a  large  force,  fought  his 
way  over  the  Grimsel  and  Furca, 
threatening  the  Austrians  in  front, 
in  flank,  and  in  the  rear.  In  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  on  the 
14th  of  Aigust,  and  wnich  lasted  5 
hours,  thev  ware  driven  step  by  step 
up  the  valley,  as  far  as  Andermatu 
On  the  two  lollowing  days  the  French 
pursued  them  out  ot  the  valley  of  the 
Kenss  into  the  Orisons  by  the  Ober- 
alp,  where  a  bloody  encounter  took 
place.  A  little  more  than  a  month 
after  this,  intelligence  was  brought 


to  Lecourbe,  the  French  commander, 
that  another  large  army  had  appeared 
at  the  S.  foot  of  the  St  Gothard. 
While  still  at  a  loss  to  imagine  to 
what  European  power  it  might  be- 
long, fresh  tidings  announced  that  it 
was  the  veteran  Suwarrow,  who,  at 
the  head  of  a  Russian  armv  of  18,000 
foot  and  5000  Cossack  horse,  had 
broken  up  from  his  encampment  in  the 
plains  of  Lombardy,  and  now  began  to 
force  the  passage  of  the  St  Gothard. 
The  French  retired  slowly  but  stea^ 
dily  before  him  as  far  as  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  where  Lecourbe,  after  re- 
moving all  the  boats  from  Fliielen, 
entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Seedorf,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Reuss.  Suwarrow,  whose  object  was 
to  unite  himself  with  the  Russian 
army  before  Ziirich,  of  the  defeat  of 
which  by  Massena  he  had  not  yet 
heard,  here  found  himself  without 
the  means  of  transporting  his  army, 
threatened  on  all  sides  by  enemies. 
He  took  little  time  to  consider,  but 
immediately  planned  and  executed 
his  wonderful  and  almost  incredible 
retreat  over  the  Kinzig  Kulm  and  into 
the  valley  of  Muotta;  and  though  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  the  French  in  his 
rear,  finally  conducted  his  army  into 
the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  loss  of 
3000  men,  of  whom  far  more  perished 
from  cold,  fatigue,  and  hunger,  than 
from  the  enemies*  bullets.  (See  Rtes. 
73,  76.) 


Fliielen — (Italian  Fwra — Tnns:  Ad- 
ler,  Croix  Blanche,  both  opposite  the 
steamboat  pier) — the  port  of  canton 
Uri,  at  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  of 
the  Four  Cantons,  is  a  small  village  in  a 
not  very  healthy  situation.  The  ma- 
laria from  the  marshy  ground  pro- 
duced by  the  deposits  of  the  Reuss  at 
its  entrance  into  the  lake  has  been 
abated  by  means  of  works  undertaken 
on  a  large  scale  to  deepen  the  mouth 
of  the  Reuss,  and  thus  drain  the  upper 
country.  Conveyances  and  Foat^horsea 
may  always  be  had  here. 

The  Steamer  touches  here  five  tim^ 
a  day  from  Lucerne,  and  returns  after 
a  short  stay;  it  takes  carriages.    (See 
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Kte.  18.)  A  pier,  alongside  of  which 
the  steamers  are  moored,  offers  a  con- 
Tenient  landing-place.  About  2  m. 
off  lies 

^/<o»Y—/nn9:  Adler,  good;  Schliis- 
sel  (Clef  d*Or),  civil  people  ;  Bar; 
Lowe  ;  Krone ;  Aigle,  good.  This 
is  the  capital  of  the  canton  Uri, 
the  poorest  and  least  populous  in 
the  'Confederation,  numbering  alto- 
gether only  13,500  souls:  it  is  a  dull, 
ufeless  village  of  2426  Inhab.,  without 
trade  or  manufactures,  and  still  exhi- 
biting signs  of  the  conflagration  of 
1799,  which  reduced  the  larger  part 
of  it  to  ashes.  It  was  the  eanj  home 
of  the  g^reat  Guelph  family,  and,  if 
credit  is  to  be  g^ven  to  tradition,  it 
was  on  the  open  square  in  the  centre 
of  Altorf  that  William  Tell  shot  the 
apple  from  off  his  son's  head.  The 
place  where  he  stood  to  take  aim 
18  marked  hy  a  plaster  statue  of  Tell( !), 
a  gift  of  the  riflemen  of  Zurich.  The 
lime-tree,  upon  which  Gessler's  cap 
was  stuck,  for  all  men  to  do  obeisance 
to  it  as  they  passed,  and  to  which  the 
child  was  bound,  to  serve  as  a  mark 
for  his  father's  bolt,  existed  a  withered 
trunk,  down  to  1567,  when  it  was  cut 
down  and  replaced  by  a  fountain. 

The  tall  Totr^r,  ornamented  with 
rude  frescoes,  representing  Tell  and 
Gressler,  has  been  stated  erroneously 
by  some  writers  to  occupy  the  site  of 
the  lime-tree;  but  it  is  proved  by  re- 
cords still  in  existence  to  have  been 
built  before  the  time  of  Tell. 

On  quitting  Altorf  the  road  crosses 
the  mouth  of  the  vale  of  Schachen, 
traversing,  by  a  bridge,  the  stream  in 
which,  according  to  tradition,  William 
Tell  lost  his  life  (1350)  in  endea- 
vouring to  rescue  a  child  from  the 
waterMl  of  Burglen.  He  plunged  in, 
and  neither  he  nor  the  child  was  seen 
after.  Tell  was  a  native  of  the  Schach- 
enthal,havinebeen  bom  in  the  village 
of  Biirglen  (&n  and  Pension,  William 
Tell,  much  resorted  to,  in  a  delight- 
ful site),  a  little  to  the  I.  of  our  road. 
The  small  Chapel,  backed  by  an  ivy- 
dad  tower,  rudely  painted  with  the 
events  of  his  life,  was  built  in  1522  on 
the  spot  where  his  house  stood,  near 


the  churchyard.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  valley  are  considered  the  finest 
race  of  men  in  Switzerland.  A  path 
runs  up  it,  and  across  the  Klausen 
Pass  (Kte.  76)  to  the  baths  of  Stach- 
elberg,  in  canton  Glarus,  and  another 
over  the  Kinzig  Kuim  (Rte.  75),  into 
the  Muotta  Thai. 

On  the  L  bank  of  the  Reuss,  op- 
posite its  junction  with  the  Schachen, 
stands  Attinghausen,  the  birthplace 
of  Walter  Furst,  one  of  the  three 
liberators  of  Switzerland:  his  house 
is  still  pointed  out  Above  it  rise  the 
ruins  of  a  castle,  whose  baronial 
owners  became  extinct  in  1357,  when 
the  last  of  the  race  was  buried  in  his 
helmet  and  hauberk.  At  Bdtzlmgen^ 
3  m.  above  Altorf,  the  parliament 
(Landesgemeinde)  of  the  canton  Uri 
is  held  every  year,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the 
state.  Every  male  citizen  above  the 
age  of  20,  except  a  priest,  has  a  vote. 
The  authorities  of  the  canton,  on 
horseback,  with  the  Landammann  at 
their  head,  preceded  by  a  detachment 
of  militia,  with  military  music,  and 
the  standard  of  the  canton  attended 
by  the  beadles  in  their  costume  of 
yellow  and  black,  and  by  two  men  in 
the  ancient  Swiss  garb  of  the  same 
colour,  bearing  aloft  the  two  cele- 
brated buffiilo-homs  of  Uri,  march  to 
the  spot  in  procession.  From  a  semi- 
circular hustings,  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  business  of  the  day  is  pro- 
claimed to  the  assembled  crowd,  and 
the  different  speakers  deliver  their 
harangues,  after  which  the  question 
is  put  to  the  vote  by  show  of  hands. 
When  all  affairs  of  state  are  de- 
spatched, the  Landammann  and  other 
public  officers  resign,  and  are  either 
re-elected  or  others  are  chosen  in 
their  place.  It  is  possible  that  altera- 
tions nave  been  made  in  these  things, 
under  the  great  political  changes 
which  have  recently  taken  place  in 
Switzerland. 

Afrer  leaving  Altorf  the  road  passes 
through  pretty  meadows  shaded  with 
fine  walnut-trees  as  far  as  Amsteg. 
1.  rises  the  rocky  wall  of  the  Windselle, 
a  continuation  of  the  Klariden-Orat, 
and  Scheerhom.    A  flat  surfiftce  on 
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the  precipice  returns  a  Tery  distinct 
echo.  A  little  way  from  Klus,  a  vil- 
la^ half-way  to  Amsteg,  the  wild 
defile  of  the  Surenen  opens  rt.  (Rte. 
SI).  At  Klus  the  road  approaches 
the  margin  of  the  Reuss,  and  beyond, 
at  the  hamlet  of  Silinen,  it  is  partly 
cut  through  the  rock,  passes  under  the 
ruins  of  a  tower,  by  some  supposed  to 
be  the  castle  of  Zveing  Uri  (I^BStraint 
of  Uri),  the  construction  of  which  by 
the  tyrant  Gessler,  to  overawe  the 
peasants,  roused  the  suspicion  and  in- 
dignation of  the  Swiss;  so  that  it  was 
demolished  bv  them  in  1308,  on  the  first 
outbreak  of  the  revolt  against  Austria. 

Amsteg  (^Trms  :  *Croix  Blanche  ; 
Hirschfgood  country  inn;  Stem),  de- 
lightfully situated,  and  although  not  a 
post  station,  it  is  a  convenient  place  for 
those  to  stc^  at  who  cross  the  lake  by 
the  afternoon  steamer  Arom  Lucerne. 
It  stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maderaner 
or  Kerttelen  Thal^  which  stretches  £. 
as  far  as  the  base  of  the  Clariden 
Grat,  a  valley  little  visited,  but  well 
worth  exploring;  abounding  in  water- 
falls and  glaciers,  and  magnificent 
pine  forests.  [A  track  leads  to  Disentis 
over  the  Kreuzli  Pass  (see  Rte.  83), 
and  an  ice-path  over  the  Clariden 
Grat  to  Stachelberg ;  '6i  hrs.  to  chilets 
of  Waldibalm  in  the  Maderaner  Thai, 
3^  hrs.  up  a  fiunt  track  high  above  1. 
of  Hiifi  Glacier,  to  where  the  ice  is 
taken,  3^  h.  to  the  Grat ;  8  hours, 
including  stoppages,  by  a  circuitous 
route  (which  might  be  shortened  by 
crossing  the  Grat  under  the  Catscha- 
ranis  and  descending  by  the  Sand 
Fun),  to  Sand  Alp  ch&lets.  After 
this,  3  hrs.  to  Stachelberg.  Guides, 
Ch.  Aylmer,  P.  Peru,  and  M.  Ander- 
matten. — Alp.  Joum,,  iii.  184.  N.B. 
An  inn  is  opened  in  the  Maderaner 
Thai,  near  the  foot  of  the  Hufi 
Glacier.] 

At  the  bridge  of  Amsteg  the  road 
first  crosses  the  Reuss  and  now  begins 
to  ascend,  having  on  the  1.  hand 
the  river  below,  in  a  deep  channel, 
dashing  from  rock  to  rock  in  an 
almost  uninterrupted  cataract,  and 
above  the  huge  mass  of  the  Bristen- 
stock,  rising  in  tiers  of  almost  per- 
pendicular precipices.    The  traveller 


from  the  high  road  may  trace  the 
scene  of  the  somewhat  perilous  ad- 
venture recounted  by  Mr.  Kennedy  in 
'  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers.' 

Intschi,  A  second  bridee  carries  it 
back  to  the  rt.  bank  ;  and,  after  tra- 
versing a  wood,  a  third,  called  PfkfTen- 
sprung  (priest's  leap),  from  a  fable 
of  a  monk  having  leaped  across  it 
with  a  maiden  in  his  arms,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  torrent  Mayenbach, 
descending  from  the  Susten  Pass  (Rte. 
32),  which  joins  the  Reuss  imme- 
diately below. 

Wasen  CInna:  H.  des  Alpes;  Ochs, 
fair),  a  village  of  550  Inhab.,  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Reuss,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mayeuthal.  Winding  from  side  to  side, 
the  road  slowly  toils  upward  to  Qosche" 
nen,  where  a  narrow  valley  opens  to 
the  W.,  through  which  the  torrent  of 
the  Odsohenen  Eeuas  descends  f^m  one 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Galenstock. 
Here  the  main  valley  assumes  a 
more  savage  character,  contracting 
into  the  narrow  ravine  of  Schollinen, 
bounded  for  nearly  3  m.  by  impending 
cliffs  of  ffranite.  One  vast  fragment, 
skirted  by  the  road,  was  dropped 
here,  according  to  the  popular  legend, 
by  the  devil,  and  is  thence  called 
I'enfelstcin.  This  defile  is  a  scene  of 
desolation  and  awful  grandeur;  the 
walls  of  rock  seem  almost  to  exclude 
the  light  of  day,  scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  is  to  be  seen,  and  nothing 
heard  but  the  wild  dashing  of  the 
Reuss  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice 
below  the  road,  from  which  hoarse 
sounds  this  part  of  the  valley  gets  the 
name  of  KrachenthaL  The  road 
hereabouts  is  much  exposed  in  spring 
to  danger  from  avalanches.  Here  and 
there  niches  are  cut  in  the  rock  to 
shelter  passers,  and  a  part  of  the  road 
is  roofed  by  a  stone  gallery.  The  re- 
mains of  the  former  road  are  seen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley.  The 
difficulties  of  the  ascent  are  next  over- 
come by  the  skill  of  the  engineer,  who 
has  constructed  a  series  of  complicated 
zigzag  terraces,  first  on  one  side  of  the 
Reuss  and  then  on  the  other,  b  v  means 
of  which,  and  of  numerous  bridges, 
the  traveller  at  length  reaches 
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midst  of  the  most  stem  but  ma|^i- 
lioent  scenery  of  the  whole  pass.  The 
Keuss  leaps  down  into  the  head  of  this 
savage  gorge  in  a  lofty  cataract,  and 
in  the  very  midst  of  its  din  and  spray. 
Very  precipitous  rocks  of  granite, 
remarkable  for  the  stem  nakedness  of 
their  surface,  hem  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  on  both  sides;  those  on  the  left 
bank  leaving  not  an  inch  of  space  for 
the  sole  of  a  foot  at  their  base,  except 
what  has  been  hewn  out  of  it  by 
human  art.  For  ages  this  mast  have 
been  a  complete  cul-de-sac,  until,  by 
human  ingenuity,  the  torrent  was 
bridged  and  the  rock  bored  through. 
The  old  bridge,  a  thin  segment  of  a 
circle,  spanning  a  terrific  abyss,  had 
originally  an  air  at  once  of  boldness 
and  fragility,  much  of  which  it  has 
lost  by  the  contrast  with  the  towering 
and  more  solid  structure  that  has  now 
entirely  superseded  it,  and  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  domineer  over  it  The  single 
arch  of  slight  masonry,  suspended  in 
the  air  at  a  height  of  70  ft.  above 
the  Reuss,  with  scarce  a  parapet  at 
the  side,  and  with  barely  oreadth  to 
allow  two  persons  to  pass,  almost 
seemed  to  tremble  with  the  rushing 
of  the  torrent  under  the  feet  of  the 
traveUer.  Modem  improvements  have 
deprived  the  bridge  and  its  vicinity  of 
much  of  its  terror  and  sublimity.  A 
commodious  and  gradually  sloping  ter- 
race, hewn  out  otthe  solid  rock  at  the 
foot  of  the  precipice,  leads  to  the  broad 
and  massive  new  bridge  which,  though 
nearer  to  the  fall  than  the  old,  may  be 
passed  without  the  slightest  emotion 
of  the  nerves,  thanks  to  its  solidity 
and  high  parapets.  It  is  of  granite; 
the  arch  25  fL  span:  it  was  finished 
1830.  The  construction  of  this  part 
of  the  road  presented  great  difficulties 
to  the  engineer  from  the  hardness  and 
smoothness  of  the  precipitous  rocks 
and  the  want  of  easy  access  to  them : 
indeed,  the  mines  necessary  for  blast- 
ing the  granite  could  only  be  formed 
bv  workmen  suspended  by  ropes  from 
above,  and  dangling  in  the  air  like 
spiders  at  the  end  of  their  threads. 
The  ancient  bridge  was  first  founded 
by  Abbot  Gerald,  of  Einsiedeln,  in 
1118,  so  that»  in  the  naming  of  it,  the 


devil  has  received  more  than  hijs  due: 
it  has  been  allowed  to  remain  beneath 
the  new  bridge,  though  no  longer  of 
any  use.  During  the  extraordinary 
campaign  of  1799,  the  Devil's  Bridge 
and  the  defile  of  the  Schellinen  were 
twice  obstinately  contested  within  the 
space  of  little  more  than  a  month.  On 
the  14th  of  August  the  united  French 
column,  under  Lecourbe  and  Loison, 
having  surprised  the  Austrians,  drove 
them  up  the  valley  of  the  Reuss,  as 
far  as  this  bridge,  which,  having  been 
converted  into  an  entrenched  position, 
was  defended  by  them  for  some  time. 
The  ancient  Devil's  Bridge  was  ap- 
proached from  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  by  a  terrace  abuttmg  against 
the  precipice,  interrupted  in  one  place 
by  a  chasm.  The  road  was  contmued 
over  this  upon  an  arch  of  masonry 
which  supported  a  sort  of  cause- 
way. At  last  even  {his  was  car- 
ried by  the  French,  who,  in  their  im- 
petuous pursuit,  followed  their  ene- 
mies across  this  arch.  In  a  moment, 
while  a  crowd  of  combatants  were 
upon  it,  it  was  blown  into  the  air,  and 
hundreds  were  precipitated  into  the 
abyss  below.  During  the  night  the 
Austrians,  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  another  French  force  in  their  rear, 
evacuated  altogether  the  valley  of  the 
Reuss.  On  the  24th  of  the  following 
September  the  tide  of  war  took  an 
opposite  turn.  Suwarrow,  pouring 
down  from  the  summit  of  the  St. 
Gothard,  at  the  head  of  5000  horse 
and  18,000  foot,  compelled  the  French, 
in  their  turn,  to  retire  before  him. 
The  progress  of  the  Russians  was  ar- 
rested here  for  a  short  time,  as  they 
found  the  road  broken  up,  the  Umer- 
loch  filled  with  rocks,  and  the  passage 
down  the  valley  interrupted  by  the 
gap  in  the  causeway  oeyona  the 
bridge,  caused  by  the  blowing  up  of 
the  arch.  A  murderous  fire  from  the 
French  swept  away  all  who  ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  chasm ;  but 
the  Russian  columns,  eager  for  ad- 
vance, by  their  pressure  pushed  the 
foremost  ranks  into  the  foaming  Reuss. 
The  impediments  in  the  road  were 
soon  removed;  an  extemporaneous 
arch    was    constructed    by    binding 
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together  beams  of  wood  with  officers* 
scarfe ;  and  orer  this  the  Russian 
army  passed,  pursuing  the  enemy  as 
far  as  Altdorf.  This  is  the  picturesque 
version  of  these  actions  in  some  modern 
histories ;  the  truth,  however,  seems 
to  be  that  the  bridge  (as  its  venerable 
appearance  testifies")  was  not  blown 
up,  but  that  one  of  the  arches  leading 
to  it  was  destroyed ;  and  the  Aus- 
trians  took  up  so  strong  a  position, 
that  the  French  were  unable  to  force 
the  pass,  and  waited  a  day  or  two  till 
they  had  sent  troops  over  the  moun- 
tains, threatening  the  flanks  and  rear 
of  the  Austrians,  who  then  retreated. 
Nearly  the  same  thing  took  place 
when  the  Russians  advanced  ;  in  fact, 
these  passes  were  never  forced  if 
tolerably  defended,  but  the  attacking 
party  were  always  obliged  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  superior  numbers 
and  turn  the  passes,  coming  down 
upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy 
(see  Rte.  26).  For  correct  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  actions  among 
these  mountains,  only  Jomini,  the 
military  historian,  can  be  relied  on. 

Immediately  above,  after  passing 
the  Devil's  Bridge,  the  road  is  carried 
through  a  tunnel,  bored  for  180  feet 
through  the  solid  rock,  called  Umer' 
loch,  or  Hole  of  Uru  It  is  180  ft.  long, 
15ft.  high,  and  16  ft.  broad.  Previous 
to  its  construction,  in  1707,  the  only 
mode  of  passinj^  the  buttress  of  rocK 
which  here  projects  into  the  river,  so 
as  to  deny  all  passage,  was  by  a 
bridge,  or  shelf  of  boards,  suspended 
on  the  outside  by  chains  from  above. 
By  means  of  this  the  traveller  doubled, 
as  it  were,  the  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain, enveloped  in  the  spray  of  the 
torrent,  within  a  few  feet  of  which  the 
frail  structure  was  hung.  The  Gallery 
of  TJri  was  originally  constructed  by 
a  Swiss  engineer  named  Moretini ;  but 
was  only  passable  for  mules,  until,  in 
reconstructing  the  St.  Gothard  road, 
it  was  enlarged  to  admit  carriages. 

Out  of  this  gallery  the  traveller 
emerges  into  the  wide  basin-shaped 
pastoral  valley  of  Urseren,  which,  in 
contrast  with  the  savage  gorge  of 
Schellinen,  and  from  the  suddenness 
of  the  transition,  has  obtained  from 


most  travellers  the  praise  of  beauty 
and  fertility.  Taken  by  itself,  how- 
ever, it  has  little  but  its  verdure  to 
recommend  it :  owing  to  its  great 
height,  4356  ft.  above  the  sea^  scarcely 
any  trees  grow  in  it,  and  the  inha- 
bitants supply  themselves  with  com 
for  bread  from  more  fortunate  lands. 
The  lower  part  of  it  was  probably 
once  a  lake,  until  a  passage  was 
opened  for  the  Reuss  through  the 
rocks  of  Schellinen.  It  was  ori- 
ginally colonised,  it  is  supposed,  by 
the  Rhsetians.  The  usual  entrance  to 
it  was  by  the  pass  of  the  Oberalp. 
Its  inhaoitants  spoke  the  language 
of  the  Grisons,  and  the  valley  was  a 
dependence  of  the  abbot  of  Disentia. 
Down  to  the  1 4th  century  it  remained 
closed  up  at  its  lower  extremity,  and 
had  no  airect  communication  with  the 
lower  valley  of  the  Reuss.  About 
that  time,  however,  a  path  seems  to 
have  been  opened ;  and  the  men  of 
Urseren,  allying  themselves  with  those 
of  Uri,  threw  off  the  yoke  of  their 
former  feudal  lords.  A  mile  from  the 
gallery  of  Uri  lies 

Andermatt,  or  Urseren  (Ital.  Or- 
»era)—{Inn8:  Drei  Kbnige  (Poste) ; 
H.  du  St.  Gothard,  very  good  and 
moderate.  Dr.  Christin  is  tne  host). 
It  is  a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  and 
the  chief  place  of  the  valley,  4450 
feet  above  the  sea-level ;  20  min. 
walk  from  the  Devil's  Bridge.  The 
honey  and  cheese  made  on  the  sur- 
rounding pastures  are  excellent;  and 
the  red  trout  of  the  Oberalp  See 
enjoy  the  reputation,  with  hungry 
travellers,  of  oeing  the  finest  in  the 
world.  They  are  at  least  an  excellent 
dish,  either  at  breakfast  or  dinner.  The 
Church  of  St,  Colnmbamis  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  Lombards.  On  the 
slope  of  the  mountain  of  St  Anno, 
which  is  surmounted  by  a  glacier, 
above  the  village,  are  the  scanty  re- 
mains of  a  forest,  the  last  relic  of  that 
which  perhaps  at  one  time  clothed  the 
sides  of  the  valley  entirely.  "  1 1  is  of  a 
triangular  foftn,with  one  of  its  angles 
pointed  upwards  ;  and  is  so  placed  as 
not  only  to  break  the  fall  of  heavy 
bodies  of  snow,  but  to  divide  the 
masses,  throwing  them  off  on  its  two 
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sides.  It  is  now  a  slight  and  seem- 
ingly a  perishable  defence."  The  im- 
providence of  the  inhabitants,  at  an 
early  period,  had  reduced  it  to  a 
small  grove,  which  those  of  later 
times  had  learned  to  value  for  the  pro- 
tection it  afforded  to  their  dwellmgs 
from  falling  avalanches.  They  there- 
fore guarded  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
abstaining  from  cutting  down  a  stem 
of  it ;  but,  in  1799,  foreign  invaders, 
reckless  of  the  consequences,  felled  a 
ffreat  part  of  it,  and  consumed  it  for 
firewood,  or  to  repair  the  Devil's 
Bridge. 

Tms  was  but  one  of  the  evils  which 
that  calamitous  year  broueht  upon 
this  remote  and  peaceful  vaUey,  when 
the  armies  of  three  nations  chose  it 
for  the  arena  of  their  combate,  letting 
loose  the  furies — fire,  fiunine,  and 
slaughter — upon  its  unfortunate  inha- 
bitants. Suwarrow's  hordes  arrived 
at  Andermatt  in  that  year,  famished 
with  hunger.  Like  ravenous  wolves, 
they  seized  and  consumed  everything 
they  could  lay  hands  on.  They  ^preedily 
devoured  a  store  of  soap  which  they 
found  in  the  larder  of  the  mn ;  and,  cut- 
ting into  pieces  some  skins  which  had 
been  hung  out  to  dry  previously  to 
being  tanned,  boiled  and  ate  them 
also. 

A  char-road  stretches  up  the 
steep  lateral  valley  behind  Ander- 
matt, across  the  Olieralp  and  past  its 
lake,  to  Disentis,  in  the  Grisons. 
(Rte.  82.) 

The  vale  of  TJrseren  is  about  9  m. 
long,  and  nearly  1  broad.  It  contains 
4  villages,  and  1360  Inhab.,  who  gain 
a  subsistence  by  rearing  cattle  and 
keeping  dairies,  and  by  forwarding 
the  transit  of  goods  across  the  St. 
Gothard,for  which  purpose  300  horses 
are  kept  in  it.    At  Andermatt,  Hos- 

Sital,  and  Airolo,  are  many  mineral- 
ealers,  from  whom  specimens  may 
be  purchased  of  the  numerous  rare 
and  valuable  minerals  with  which 
the  range  of  the  St.  Gothard  abounds. 
The  variety  of  species *is  surprising, 
and  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralogist 
derives  some  of  the  rarest  substances 
from  these  Alps. 

On  the  1.  of  the  road,  in  going  to 


HApital,  two  rude  stone  pillars  may 
be,  or  lately  might  have  oeen,  seen ; 
they  are  the  potence  or  gallows  be- 
longing to  Andermatt,  cbtine  from 
the  time  when  the  ralley  of  U  rseren 
was  an  independent  state,  and  An- 
dermatt, the  chief  place  in  it,  enjoyed 
the  right  of  criminal  jurisdiction, 
now  removed  to  Altdorf.  It  is  cu- 
rious to  observe  to  what  an  extent 
the  possession  of  a  gallows,  and  the 
right  of  hanging  criminals  there- 
on, was  an  object  of  pride  in  an- 
cient times.  Such  relics  were  once 
found  throughout  Switzerland:  they 
seem  everywhere  to  have  been  pre- 
served almost  with  veneration,  and 
were  kept  in  constant  repair,  though 
destined  never  more  to  be  used. 

2  m.  above  Andermatt  is 

Hospenthal,  or  Bdpital — Irms:  Meyer- 
hof,  a  large  hotel  opened  in  1860, 
very  good;  pension  durine  the  sum- 
mer; guides,  horses,  and  carriages 
found  here; — Goldener  Lowe  (Golden 
Lion),  very  good.  Excellent  honey 
and  trout,  and  horses  and  good  car- 
riages. Though  not  a  post-station, 
this  is  a  preferable  stopping  place  to 
Andermatt. 

Hospenthal  receives  its  name  from 
an  hospice  which  no  longer  exists. 
Above  the  village  rises  a  venerable 
tower,  said  to  be,  like  the  church  of 
Andermatt,  a  work  of  the  Lombards. 

[The  mule -path  over  the  Furca 
(Rte.  26)  leads  hence  to  the  glacier 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hospice  of  the 
GrimseL  It  is  to  be  maae  a  char- 
road,  like  its  continuation,  the  road 
over  the  Oberalp  to  Disentis.] 

The  high  road  now  ouits  the  valley 
of  Urseren,  and  following  the  course 
of  the  Reuss,  begins  to  ascend  by  nu- 
merous zigzags  to  the  summit  of  the 
St.  Gothard,  which  may  be  reached 
in  about  2^  hours  from  Hospenthalf 
walking. 

Under  the  name  of  St.  Gothard  are 
comprised,  not  merely  the  depression, 
or  col,  over  which  the  road  passes,  but 
a  group  or  clump  of  mountains,  all 
exceedmg  in  elevation  the  snow-line, 
situated  between  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Valais,  Ticino,  and  Grisons;  and  con- 
taining the  sources  of  the  Rhine,  the 
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Rhone,  the  Reius,  and  the  Ticino,  all 
of  which,  with  inniiinerable  tributaries, 
rise  within  a  circle  of  10  miles,  de- 
scribed from  the  summit  of  the  Pass. 

The  rirer  Reuss  may  be  said  to  fall, 
rather  than  flow,  into  the  lake  of  the 
four  Cantons.  Between  Ursercn  and 
Fliielen  it  descends  3000  feet,  and  be- 
tween Urseren  and  the  top  of  the  Pass 
3000  more,  forming  asuocession  of  cata- 
racts. Near  the  summit  of  the  Pass, 
the  road  crosses  it  for  the  last  time  by 
the  bridge  of  Rodunt,  which  marks 
the  boundary  of  the  cantons  Uri  and 
Ticino.  The  source  of  the  Reuss  is 
in  the  small  lake  of  Lucendro,  a  short 
distance  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  summit  of  the  Pass  (6808  feet 
above  the  sea)  is  a  valley,  or  saddle- 
ahaped  depression,  in  the  great  granite 
ridge  of  tne  central  chain,  ovenooked 
by  snow-clad  peaks  varying  between 
8000  and  10,000  feet  in  height  It  is 
a  scene  of  the  most  complete  sterility 
and  desolation:  the  road  winds  among 
several  other  small  lakes  or  ponds, 
some  of  which  flow  N.,  but  the  greater 
part  are  feeders  of  the  Ticino,  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Pass.  They  may,  in- 
deed, be  regarded  as  the  head-waters 
of  that  river,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  canton  Tessin,  or  Ticino.  A  few 
minutes*  walk  below  the  summit  is 
the  Post'houMy  and  close  to  it  the 

Hospice^  a  massive  and  roomy 
building,  constructed  at  the  expense 
of  the  canton  Ticino,  which  has  also 
caused  several  houses  of  refuge  to 
be  built,  is  designed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travellers,  being  fitted 
up  roughly  as  an  inn,  containing 
15  beds,  under  the  management  of 
a  priest.  Attached  to  it  are  ware- 
houses for  goods.  From  Oct.  1, 
1860,  to  OcL  1, 1861, 14,693  poor  tra- 
vellers were  entertained  at  the  hospice 
at  a  cost  of  12,066  fr.  A  very  humble 
hospice  and  a  chapel  have  existed 
on  this  spot  ever  since  the  13th  cen- 
tury, owing  their  origin  to  the  Abbot 
of  Disentis,  who  stationed  a  monk 
here  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  as 
well  as  physical  wants  of  distressed 
travellers.  In  the  17th  century  St. 
Carlo  Borromeo  suggested  the  con- 
struction of  a  hospice  on  a  larger 


scale,  which,  alter  his  death,  was  exe- 
cuted by  his  brother.  This  building 
was  swept  away  in  1775  by  an  ava- 
lanche :  another,  which  succeeded  it, 
was  gutted  b^  the  French,  while  en- 
camped on  this  spot  in  1799-1800,  and 
every  particle  of  wood  burnt  as  fiieL 
This  older  hospice,  however,  is  still 
kept  up.  It  was  until  lately  the  only 
house  for  the  reception  of  travellers 
on  the  summit.  Tnere  is  an  Inn^  of 
a  humble  kind,  close  tQ  the  road. 

The  passage  in  winter  and  spring  is 
by  no  means  firee  from  danger:  the 
snow  is  sometimes  heaped  up  in  drifts 
40  feet  high  on  the  summit,  and  the 
descent  towards  Airolo  is  much  ex- 
posed at  times  to  tourmentes  and  ava- 
lanches (§17).  Although  communi- 
cation across  the  pass  is  seldom  in- 
terrupted for  more  than  a  day  or 
two  at  a  time,  ladies  or  deucate 
persons  should  not  attempt  the  pas- 
sage except  during  the  summer  or 
autumn.  A  year  seldom  passes  with- 
out the  loss  of  3  or  4  hves,  and  at 
times  melancholy  catastrophes  have 
occurred.  The  spot  called  Buco  dei 
Calanchetti  is  so  named  from  a  party 
of  glaxiers  from  the  Yal  Cafanca^ 
who,  persisting  in  pushing  on  from 
the  hospice,  in  spite  of  the  warnings 
of  the  inmates,  were  buried  here  be- 
neath the  snow.  In  1478  an  avalanche 
swept  away  a  troop  of  60  Swiss  sol- 
diers ;  in  1624  another,  which  fell 
from  the  Cassadra,  buried  300  per- 
sons $  and  one  in  1814  overwhelmed 
40  horses  laden  with  goods.  The 
new  line  of  road  is  carried  as  much  as 
possible  out  of  the  course  of  these 
dangers,  and,  though  it  is  unprotected 
by  any  covered  galleries,  accidents  of 
this  kmd  are  more  rare. 

The  descent  towards  Italy  displays 
much  skilful  engineering ;  ana  the 
difficulties  of  a  slope,  mucii  steeper  on 
this  side  than  on  the  other,  have  been 
overcome  by  a  series  of  28  zigzag 
terraces  not  exceeded  in  numbers  and 
tortuous  direction  on  any  other  Alpine 
pass.  They  begin  a  little  beyond  the 
hospice,  and  continue  nearly  all  the 
way  to  Airolo.  The  turnings  are  less 
sharp  than  on  many  other  passes ; 
and  a  carriage  drawn  by  horses  aocos- 
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tomed  to  the  work  may  trot  down  at 
a  quick  pace.  Near  the  uppermost 
sig^ag  the  words  Suwarrow  Victor,  in 
large  letters  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
record  the  success  of  the  Kussians  in 
gaining  the  Pass  from  the  French  in 
1799.  It  was  on  this  ascent  that  the 
Russian  gprenadiers  were  for  some 
time  arrested  by  the  fire  of  the  French 
riflemen  posted  behind  rocks  and 
trees.  The  aged  Suwarrow,  indignant 
at  being  foiled  .for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  caused  a  g^aye  to  be  dug,  and, 
lying  down  in  it,  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  be  buried  on  the  spot  where 
*'  his  children "  had  been  repulsed. 
This  appeal  was  responded  to  by  his 
soldiers  with  warmth,  and,  when  he 
once  more  put  himself  at  their  head, 
they  drove  the  republicans  from  their 
position.  The  gully  down  which  the 
road  passes  is  called  Val  Tretnola 
(Germ.  Triimmeln  Tha^,  Trembling 
Valley,  from  its  supposed  effect  on 
the  nerves  of  those  who  passed  it. 
Since  the  new  road  has  been  made,  its 
terrors,  whatever  they  were  previously, 
have  been  much  softened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, exposed  to  some  danger  from 
avalanches  in  spring.  A  very  pretty 
mineral,  namea  from  this  locality, 
where  it  was  first  found,  Tremolite, 
abounds  in  the  rock  of  the  valley,  and 
specimens  of  it  occur  even  in  the  walls 
and  loose  stones  at  the  road-side. 
The  old  road  lay  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Ticino  ;  the  new  keeps  on  the  rt. 
side  of  it,  and  before  reaching  Airolo 
makes  many  wide  sweeps  along  the 
flank  of  the  mountain,  up  into  the 
Val  Bedretto,  traversing  the  forest  of 
Piotella,  where  the  slate  rocks  are  full 
of  crystals  of  garnet.  The  view  up 
and  down  the  vale  of  the  Ticino  and 
over  the  mountains  on  the  opposite 
side  of  it  is  extremely  fine. 

Airolo  (Germ.  Eriels) — Inns:  Post, 
best ;  Tre  Re,  good.  Airolo  lies 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Tessin,  near 
the  junction  of  the  branch  flowing 
out  of  the  Val  Bedretto  with  that 
rising  on  the  St.  Gothard.  It  is  3871 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  its  inha- 
bitants, both  in  habit  and  language, 
are  Italian.  The  situation  at  the  foot 
of  St.  Gothard,  and  the  consequent 


transit  of  travellers  and  goods,  are  its 
chief  sources  of  prosperity.  It  pos- 
sesses a  relic  of  antiquity:  the  stump 
of  a  tower  called  //  CasUilo,  and  Casa 
dei  Pagani,  built,  it  is  said,  by  Desi- 
derius  King  of  the  Lombards,  a.d.  774. 
The  Lombard  kings  constructed  a  line 
of  similar  forts  from  this  all  the  way  to 
Como,  many  of  which  will  be  passed  by 
'the  traveller  in  descending  the  valley. 
The  summit  of  the  Pass  may  be 
reached  from  Airolo  by  a  light  carriage 
in  2^  or  3  hrs. ;  a  leader  must  be  taken 
up  to  the  Hospice  =s  1^  post  is 
charged ;  by  means  of  the  old  road 
and  short  cuts  a  pedestrian  may 
ascend,  and  even  descend,  in  less  time 
than  a  carriage. 

t [Several  mule-paths  meet  at  Ai- 
o.  1.  Up  the  Yal  Bedretto  to  tho 
Nufenen  Pass  (Rte.  63):  2.  By  the 
Uomo  Pass  into  the  Grisons  (Rte.  84) : 
3.  Into  the  Val  Formaiza  by  Hospital 
all'Acqua  (see  Rte.  62):  4.  A  sum- 
mer path,  and  difficult,  ascending  by 
the  K.W.  side  of  the  Val  Canaria,  past 
the  beautiful  waterfall  of  Calcaccia  (?), 
and  over  the  Nera  Pass  to  Andermatt. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Canaria  is  occu- 
pied by  a  small  lake;  the  scenery  is 
wild  and  rugged;  and  the  pass,  over 
which  there  is  no  defined  track,  is 
both  steep  and  difiicult.3  * 

At  the  mouth  of  the  picturesque 
glen  of  Stalvedro  is  a  Lombard  tower 
of  King  Desiderius,  near  Quinto. 
This  pass  was  defended  Sept.  1799,  by 
a  body  of  600  French,  against  3000 
grenadiers  of  Suwarrow's  army  for 
12  hrs.,  after  which  they  effected  their 
retreat  over  the  Niifenen  into  the 
Valais.  The  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Ticino  traversed  by  the  road  nrom 
this  to  Biasca  is  called  Val  Leventina 
— Lioincn  Thai  in  Germ.  A  few  miles 
lower  down  the  river  threads  another 
defile,  named  after  a  toll-house  within  it 

Daxio  Grande, — a  rent  in  the  Monte 
Piottino  (Platifer),  nearly  a  mile  long, 
and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  scenes 
on  the  whole  route.  The  old  carriage- 
road  threaded  the  depths  of  the  gorge, 
supported  for  a  great  part  of  the  way 
on  arches  and  terraces,  and  crossini^ 
the  river  thrice  on  bridges.  Durint^ 
the  storms  of  1834  and  of  1839,  the 
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swollen  Ticino  swept  away  nearly  the 
whole  of  these  costly  constructions. 
A  new  line  is  now  constructed  at  a 
higher  level  above  the  river,  out  of  the 
reach  of  inundations,  to  replace  that 
which  has  been  destroyed ; — a  proof 
of  the  immense  difficulty  of  maintain- 
ing a  road  over  the  Alps.  The  descent 
is  less  rapid  than  the  old  line ;  it  passes 
3  short  tunnels.  On  emer^ng  from 
the  last  of  these  a  waterfall  is  seen  on 
the  rt.  resembling  that  (now  defiinct) 
of  the  Pelerins  near  Chamouni, — a 
shoot  of  water  projected  forwards  and 
upwards. 

Chestnut-trees  first  appear  soon 
after  quitting  the  defile  of  Dazio,  and 
vines  are  cultivated  at 

Faido  —  (/ims ;  Angelo,  good  ; — 
Sole) — the  principal  place  in  the  val- 
ley, a  small  town  of  615  Inhab. 

There  is  a  pret^  waterfall  of  the 
Piumegna  opposite  Faido,  worth  visit- 
ing, especially  the  upper  hXL,  a  short 
waUc  from  the  inn. 

A  revolt  of  the  people  of  the  Val 
Leventina,  in  1755,  ag^ainst  their  ty- 
rannical lords  and  masters  the  cow- 
herds of  Uri,  to  whom  they  had  been 
subject  since  the  15th  century,  was 
terminated  on  this  spot  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  ringleaders,  whose  heads 
were  fastened  to  the  trunks  of  the 
vast  chestnut-trees,  in  the  presence 
of  3000  men  of  the  valley.  The  troops 
of  the  Confederation  had  previously 
surrounded  and  disarmed  this  UI- 
starred  band  of  rebels,  and  afterwards 
compelled  them,  on  bended  knees,  to 
sue  ror  mercy.  The  revolt  was,  perhaps, 
not  to  be  justified  ;  but  one  thine  at 
least  is  certain,  that  the  freedom  which 
had  been  the  boast  of  the  Swiss  repub- 
licans was,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  denied  by  them  to  the  states 
dependent  on  them,  who  groaned  under 
a  bondage  more  intolerable  than  that 
of  any  monarchical  despotism! 

A  footpath  runs  from  Faido  over 
the  Lukmanier  (Rt«.  85)  to  Disentis. 

Through  a  highly  cultivated  tract 
the  road  reaches  another  fine  defile 
full  of  chestnut-trees. 

Oiomioo  (Grerm.  Imis :  Inns,  H.  du 
Cerf,  clean ;  La  Corona,  dirty),  a 
village  of  700  Inhab.    A  high  tower: 

[JBuntz,'} 


the  C%.  of  Santa  Maria  di  Castello^ 
whose  substructure  is  said  to  exhi- 
bit traces  of  a  fort,  attributed  to 
the  Gauls  (?);  and  the  Ch.  of  San 
Nicholas  da  Mira,  renurded  by  the 
vulfipar  as  originally  a  neathen  temple. 
Boui  these  churches  are  certainly  ex- 
amples of  the  earliest  form  of  Christian 
buildings,  and  highly  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
''Service  is  not  performed  in  St. 
Nicholas,  though  it  is  kept  in  repair. 
The  architecture  is  of  the  rudest  Ro- 
manesque style,  and  the  E.  end  offers, 
perhaps,  the  most  unaltered  specimen 
of  the  choir  raised  upon  substructions 
that  can  hardly  be  caUed  a  crypt, 
found  in  the  ancient  Lombard 
churches  of  Italy,  distinguished  by 
staircases,  whereas  it  here  subsists  in 
its  primitive  form.  The  whole  neigh- 
bourhood is  exceedingly  picturesque, 
and  deserving  at  least  of  quite  as 
much  attention  as  many  places  which 
enjoy  much  more  extended  reputa- 
tion.^— ^F.  The  number  and  height 
of  the  church-towers  on  the  side  of 
the  Alps,  even  on  spots  where  wealth 
and  population  appear  most  scanty, 
are  among  the  most  strikine  features 
of  this  country.  Instead  of  oeing  sur- 
mounted by  spires,  as  in  the  lS)man 
Catholic  valleys  of  the  neighbouring 
Grisons,  they  are  here  piled  story  upon 
story  in  the  Italian  fiisnion,  sometimes 
reaching  even  to  an  eighth  tier,  and 
endine  m  a  ridge  root 

Hauway  to 

JBodio  (Inn:  Post),  a  heap  of  large 
rocks  (Sassi  Grossi)  serves  as  a  monu- 
ment of  the  victory  gained  here  in  1478 
over  the  Milanese  by  the  Swiss,  who 
had  made  a  foray  across  the  St.  Gothard 
as  fiur  as  Bellinzona,  under  pretext  of 
redressing  the  injury  done  by  the 
Milanese,  in  having  felled  some  trees 
belonging  to  canton  Uri.  The  winter 
had  set  in  with  severity,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  Swiss  had  returned  across 
the  pass  with  their  plunder,  leaving 
behind  only  about  600  men  under 
Captains  Strang^  of  Giomico,  and 
Troger  of  UrL  The  Milanese,  15,000 
strong,  pressed  forward  to  expel  the 
highland  invaders,  who,*  resorting  to 
stratagem  to  counteract  the  prepon- 
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derance  of  numbers,  laid  the  flat  land 
in  this  part  of  the  ralley  under  water, 
and,  placing  themselves  behind  it, 
awaited  their  enemies  at  the  foot  of 
some  rocks.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  the  water  fh>ze  bard,  and  next 
moroing,  while  the  adyanoe  of  the 
Italians  across  the  ice  was  naturally 
slow  and  Altering,  the  Swiss,  accus- 
tomed to  cross  their  native  glaciers, 
rushed  down  upon  them  in  a  furious 
charge,  uid  at  once  put  them  to  the 
rout.  Their  confiision  was  increased 
by  vast  masses  of  rock  hurled  from 
the  cliffs  above  by  parties  stationed 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  slaughter  was 
enormous.  According  to  some  aocoimts 
1400,  according  to  others  4000,  of  the 
Milanese  fell  on  this  occasion. 

The  Yal  Leventina  terminates  a 
little  beyond  PoUegio,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Blegno.  After  erossmg  that 
river  the  traveller  reaches 

Bictsca  (^Inn:  Union,  poor  and 
slovenly),  which  also  contains  a  very 
ancient  cAurcA,  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  hilL  A  chain  of  chapels,  or 
Via  Crucis,  leads  from  it  up  to  the 
Chapel  of  St  Petronilla,  whence  there 
is  a  pleasing  view. 

In  1512  an  earthquake  shook  down 
from  the  mountain  of  Yal  Crenone, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Vol  Blegno, 
so  vast  a  mass  of  earth  and  rock  that 
it  arrested  the  course  of  the  river,  and 
extended  high*  up  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley.  For  nearly  two  years, 
so  great  was  the  strength  of  this  dam 
that  the  waters  accumulated  behind  it 
into  a  lake  many  miles  in  extent,  in- 
undating numerous  villages,  and  driv- 
ing out  the  inhabitants  oy  the  rising 
flood.  At  length,  in  1514,  it  began  to 
flow  over  the  barrier,  which,  oeing 
thus  loosened  and  weakened,  suddenly 
gaye  way  about  Easter.  The  deluge 
thus  occasioned  swept  off  everything 
before  it — towns,  villages,  houses,  and 
trees,  as  far  as  Bellinzona  (a  part  of 
which  was  destroyed),  and  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  The  accumulated  debris 
of  rucks  and  mud  which  it  carried 
down  with  it  covered  the  cultivated 
land  with  desolation,  and  marks  of 
the  niin  thus  caused  may  be  still 
traced    along   the   valley.     Various 


causes,  conformable  with  the  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  times,  were  as- 
signed for  this  catastrc^he.  Some 
attributed  it  to  the  vengeance  of  God 
a^inst  the  sins  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Biasca,  called  forth  by  the  power  of  a 
Papal  Brief ;  others  traced  it  to  the 
influence  of  *' certain  magicians  from 
Armenia."  It  is  satismctorily  ac- 
counted for  b^  the  supposition  of  an 
earthquake,  smce  at  the  same  time  a 
similar  fkll  took  place  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  mountain,  wnich 
buried  the  village  of  Campo  Bagnino, 
in  the  Val  Calanka. 

1^  m.  from  Biasca  our  road  falls  into 
that  from  the  pass  of  the  Bemardin 
(Rte.  91). 

Below  the  imiction  of  the  rivers 
Moesa  and  Ticino  stands  JrbedOf 
memorable  in  history  for  the  severe 
defeat  which  the  Swiss  sustained 
here  from  the  Milanese,  conmianded 
by  the  celebrated  generals  Delia  Per- 
gola and  Carmagnola,  in  1422.  Near 
the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  called  Chiesa 
Rossa,  from  its  red  colour,  2000  Swiss 
lie  buried  under  8  large  mounds,  still 
distinguishable.  Defeat  was  |it  Uiat 
period  so  unusual  to  the  Swiss,  even 
from  a  greatly  superior  force,  that 
they  ret&ed  across  the  Alps  abashed 
and  discouraged. 

The  distant  aspect  of  Bellinzona, 
surrounded  by  battlemented  walls, 
which  once  stretched  quite  across 
the  valley,  and  overhung  by  no  less 
than  3  feudal  castles,  is  exceedingly 
imposing  and  picturesque.  It  looks 
as  though  it  still  commanded,  as  it 
once  did,  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
The  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and 
the  magnificent  forms  of  the  moun- 
tains around,  complete  the  grandeur 
of  the  picture. 

Bellinzona  (Germ.  Bellenz). — Inns: 
Angelo,  clean  and  good ;  H6tel  de 
ViUe,  very  fair  and  reasonablc^i 

Bellinzona,  situated  on  the  1*  bank 
of  the  Ticino,  here  restrained  bv  a 
long  stone  dam  ^Tondo  Ripario),  and 
crosised  by  a  briuge  of  14  arches,  con- 
tains 236 1  Inhab.,  and  is  one  of  the 
3  chief  towns  of  the  canton  Tessin, 
and  becomes  the  seat  of  government 
alternately  with  Lugano  and  Locarno, 


Switzerland, 


B017TB  34. — ^BBLUMZONA. 


123 


for  6  years  together.  Hie  view  of  it 
in  approaching  is  very  striking,  owing 
to  the  3  old  sastks  which  rise  above 
it,  and  still  seem  to  bar  all  passage. 
Within,  it  has  all  the  character  of  an 
Italian  town  in  its  narrow  and  dirty 
streets,  and  in  the  arcades  which 
run  under  its  houses.  It  stretches 
across  the  valley  to  the  river,  so  that 
the  only  passage  up  or  down  lies 
through  its  eates.  It  is  still  a  place 
of  oommercial  importance  as  an  entre- 
pot for  the  merchandise  of  Germany 
and  Italy — situated  as  it  is  at  the 
union  of  4  roads  —  from  the  St. 
Gothard,  the  Bemardin,   from  Lu- 

Sno,  and  from  Locarno,  on  the  Lago 
aggiore.  It  is  of  still  greater 
military  conseauence,  as  the  key  of 
the  passage  from  Lombardy  into 
Germany,  and  has  been  strength* 
ened  by  modem  fortifications.  It  be- 
came the  fruitful  cause  of  intrigue, 
contest,  and  bloodshed,  between  the 
crafty  Italians  and  the  encroaching 
Swiss.  The  latter  first  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  the  Yal  Leven- 
tina,  by  a  nominal  bargain  of  2400 
florins  paid  to  the  lord  of  Misoz,  and 
they  obtained  from  the  Empr.  Sigis* 
mond  a  confirmation  of  their  title. 
The  Duke  of  Milan,  PhUip  Maria  YU- 
oonti,  whose  ancestors  had  lost  this 
territory,  by  no  means  acquiesced  in 
this  transfer,  and,  seizing  a  favourable 
opportunity,  surprised  the  Swiss  gar- 
rison of  Bellinzona  by  a  Milanese 
force  under  Delia  Pergola,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  vaUev.  It 
was  this  event  which  led  to  the  battle 
of  Arbedo,  in  which  the  Swiss  re- 
ceived so  severe  a  check.  They 
afterwards  twice  gained  possession  of 
Bellinzona  and  its  subject  valleys  by 
hard  fighting,  **  bv  the  help  of  God 
and  their  halberts,'*  as  they  boastingly 
proclaimed,  first  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  next  from  the  French,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIL,  obtained 
temporary  possession  of  these  val- 
leys. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  16th  to 
the  end  of  the  ]  8th  century,  the  Swiss 
maintained  uninterrupted  possession 
of  Bellinzona,  governing  its  territory 
as  a  state  subject  to  the  cantons,  with  a 


rule  as  tyrannic  as  that  of  the  absolute 
dukes  of  Milan,  their  predecessors. 
Since  1814  it  forms  part  of  the  canton 
Ticino,  or  Tessin. 

The  three  picturesque  Castles  which 
still  seem  to  domineer  over  the  town, 
though  partly  in  ruins,  were  the  resi- 
dence of  the  3  Swiss  bailifib  deputed 
to  govern  the  district,  and  were  occu- 
pied by  a  garrison,  and  armed  with 
some  pieces  of  cannon.  The  largest, 
called  Castello  Chrande^  or  San  Michele, 
on  an  isolated  hiU  to  the  W.  of  the  town, 
belonged  to  canton  Uri,  and  now  serves 
as  an  arsenal  and  prison,  and  there  is 
a  fine  view  from  it.  In  a  tall  tower 
are  confined  the  prisoners  who  are 
condemned  to  imprisonment  for  life 
for  murder.  The  other  prisoners  are 
in  chains,  but  do  not  seem  unhappy : 
1  fr.  will  procure  admission  to  the 
prison  and  view.  Of  the  two  castles 
on  the  £.  the  lower  one,  Castello  di 
MezMO^  belonged  to  canton  Schwytz, 
and  the  highest  of  all,  Castello  Corbario, 
to  UnterwaldeQ  ;  they  are  both  unoc- 
cupied. 

There  remains  little  else  to  parti- 
cularise here.  The  principal  Church, 
in  the  square,  is  a  handsome  modern 
building  faced  with  white  marble,  and 
has  a  pulpit  ornamented  with  histori- 
cal bas-relieft.  There  are  several  con- 
vents here.  The  Ch,  of  8.  Biaggio  (St. 
Blaize),  in  the  suburb  Bavecchia,  out- 
side the  Lugano  sato,  is  said  to  be 
very  ancient,  A  lew  hours  of  Bellin- 
zona are  quite  enough,  and  Locarno 
is  a  more  pleasant  place,  and  the  inn 
asgood. 

From  Bellinzona  the  traveller  has 
the  choice  of  two  roads  to  Milan  :  by 
the  lAeq  Ma^iore  (Rte.  Ill),  or 
by  the  Lago  di  Lugano  (Bte.  115). 
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ROUTE  35. 

LADTERBRUNNEN  OR  Mt^RREN  TO  KIP- 
PEL OREANDER8TEO,  BY  THETSCHIN- 
GEL  GLACIER. 

The  passage  of  the  Tschingel  gla- 
cier has  deservedly  come  into  great 
repute  among  Alpine  travellers  during 
the  last  few  years.  The  pass,  espe- 
cially the  descent  into  the  Lotsch 
Thai,  is  somewhat  difficult,  and  none 
of  the  reco^ised  precautions  for 
glacier  traveSing  should  be  omitted. 
If  these  be  dufy  taken,  with  good 
guides,  there  is  no  danger.  A  good 
walker  may  easily  penorm  the  dis- 
tance, either  to  Kippel  or  Kandersfceg, 
in  1  day  from  Lauterbrunnen;  but 
both  in  order  to  get  early  on  the 
glacier,  and  to  leave  time  ror  enjoy- 
ing the  scenery,  which  is  of  the 
grandest  character,  it  is  advisable  to 
sleep  at  the  chalet  on  the  Steinberg 
Alp.  This  arrangement  gives  the 
traveller  time  to  enjoy  the  scenery  of 
the  upp«»r  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
and  visit  the  fall  of  the  Schmadri- 
bach  on  the  preceding  day,  and  a 
guide  may  be  sent  on  to  the  Steinberg 
chalet  to  prepare  the  supper. 

From  Lauterbrunnen  to  the  Steinberg 
Alp  is  a  walk  of  3  hrs.,  with  a  tolerable 

Sath,  the  latter  part  steep,  but  not 
ifficult.  From  MUrren  it  takes  rather 
less  time  by  a  pleasant  path  along 
the  hill-side,  passing  a  deserted 
silver-mine.  The  chtuet  was  of  the 
smallest  dimensions,  scarcely  allow- 
ing space  for  more  than  2  travellers 
to  stretch  themselves  on  the  floor, 
while  the  guides  and  herdsmen  stowed 
themselves  away  in  a  half-open  hay- 
loft; bat  a  moje  commodious  shed  has 
lately  been  completed.  The  £.  side  of 
the  lower  part  or  the  Tschingel  glacier 
is  reached  at  a  point  about  1  m.  from 
the  ch&let.  Immediately  above  this  the 
glacier  descends  a  steep  rocky  slope, 
making  at  the  same  time  a  bend, 
whose  convex  side  is  to  the  £.   As  the 


glacier  itself  is  quite  impracticable,  it 
IS  necessary  to  reach  its  upper  level 
by  climbing  the  rocks  on  the  western 
or  concave  side.  At  the  part  nearest 
to  the  bend  of  the  glacier  these  do  not 
appear  very  steep,  but  a  little  lower 
down,  and  immediately  opposite  the 
point  at  which  the  traveller  first  ap- 
proaches the  glacier,  they  appear  im- 
practicable; in  one  place,  indeed,  ab- 
solutely perpendicular.  A  practised 
mountaineer  will,  however,  not  fail  to 
remark  that  the  rocks  near  the  glacier 
have  all  their  edges  rounded,  and  their 
surface  smooth^,  and  he  will  gene- 
rally see  some  loose  blocks  of  ioe 
lying  at  their  base.  Either  indica- 
tion is  enough  to  show  him  that  the 
spot  is  one  which  must  be  carefully 
avoided.  Even  if  there  were  no 
danger,  the  smooth  rocks  are  far 
more  difficult  to  climb  than  the 
steeper,  but  rougher,  rocks  opposite. 
But  this  is  one  of  the  spots,  common 
in  the  high  Alps,  where  blocks  of  ice 
detached  from  the  edge  of  an  upper 
glacier  fall  at  intervals  over  the  rocks. 
There  is  but  little  chance  of  life  for 
one  who  finds  himself  in  the  track  of 
one  of  these  falling  blocks. 

The  passage  of  the  glacier  presents 
no  difficulty,  care  being  taken  to 
keep  well  out  of  the  range  of  the  ice- 
blocks,  whose  scattered  fragments  tra- 
vel some  way  over  its  surface.  A  steep 
bank  of  shattered  slate  on  the  W. 
bank  of  the  glacier  sometimes  ap- 

1>ears  difficult  to  unpractised  travel- 
ers. Above  this  is  the  very  steep 
face  of  rock  called  the  Tschingel  Tritt, 
which  is  ordinarily  considered  to  be 
the  main  difficulty  of  this  route.  It 
is  not  more  than  about  30  ft.  high, 
and  the  goatherds  and  other  natives 
are  accustomed  to  place  the  trunk  of 
a  pine-tree  leaning  against  the  rock, 
so  as  to  serve  as  a  rude  ladder.  This, 
however,  is  constantly  broken,  or 
carried  away  by  avalanches,  so  that 
it  more  commonly  happens  that  the 
traveller  has  to  ascend  by  climbing 
the  rock.  As  this  is  rough,  and  gives 
good  hold  both  for  feet  and  han£,  an 
experienced  cragsman  finds  no  parti- 
cular difficulty ;  but  the  guides  never 
fail  to  give  abundant,  and  even  super* 
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fluous  assistance,  while  they  often 
neglect  the  necessary  precajition  of 
the  rope,  against  the  more  real,  bat 
not  apparent,  dangers  of  the  upper 
glacier. 

Aboye  the  Tschingel  Tritt  the  as- 
cent continues  for  some  distance  up 
rather  steep  slopes,  till  about  2  hrs. 
from  the  cnalet  the  passage  of  the 
upper  glacier  commences.  If  not 
pressed  for  time,  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  make  a  slight  ddtour 
(scarcely  ^  an  hr.)  to  the  Gcanaohi- 
lUcke,  an  opening  in  the  ridge  on  the 
rt,  overlooking  the  Kien  Tnal  (Rte. 
S6\  and  beyond  it  the  plain  of  Switz- 
erland and  the  distant  range  of  the 
Jura.  A  portion  of  the  panorama 
from  this  point  of  view  is  published 
in  M.  Gottlieb  Studer's  *Topogra- 
phische  Mittheilungen.' 

In  about  2^  hrs.,  ascending  to  the 
S.W.  over  the  glacier,  the  col  or  pass 
is  reached,  between  the  Muthhorn,  a 
dome-shaped  summit,  rising  in  the 
midst  of  the  Tschingel  glacier,  and 
the  From,  or  BlUmiis  Alp,  which  forms 
the  northern  barrier  of  its  upper 
plateau. 

At  this  point  the  routes  to  Kippel 
and  Kanderstes  diverge.  In  the  di- 
rection which  Sie  track  has  hitherto 
followed,  the  snow  sinks  towards  the 
S.W.  into  a  glacier  valley  lying  be- 
tween the  Bliimlis  Alp  and  the  com- 
paratively low  and  uniform  range 
which  extends  from  the  Tsching^- 
hom  to  the  Balmhom  and  Altels. 
Over  this  latter  range,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  Berne  and  Valais, 
lies  the  route  to  Kippel,  in  the  Lotseh 
ThaL 

A  short  descent,  followed  by  a  new 
ascent  over  moderate  slopes  of  n^ve 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.,  leads  in 
about  an  hour  to  the  summit,  here 
called  the  Peter's  Grat.  One  wide 
crevasse  is  passed  near  the  top,  but 
the  glacier  shows  no  others.  The 
traveller  should,  however,  recollect, 
though  the  guides  often  forget  it, 
that  precaution  on  the  upper  ^aciers 
is  most  needed  when  no  oanger  is  ap- 
parent. Let  a  party  be  securely  tied 
together,  and  ihey  may  go  pretty 
nearly  where  they  please.  The  summit 


of  the  ridge  fs  somewhat  above  10,000 
ft.  in  height,  and  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view;  one  too,  which  is  new 
to  most  Alpine  travellers*  In  addi- 
tion to  the  grand  ranges  of  snowy 
mountains  which  have  oeen  in  view 
throughout  the  ascent,  the  traveller 
now  finds  himself  exactly  opposite  to 
the  chain  whose  two  extremities  are 
the  Aletschhom  and  the  Nesthorn, 
and  which  separates  the  LdUchthal 
from  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The 
mean  height  of  this  magnificent  range 
probably  exceeds  12,000  ft.  in  height, 
and  the  Nesthorn  or  Biettchhom  from 
every  point  of  view  is  a  most  striking 
and  attractive  object.  The  ascent  of 
this  peak,  which  probably  commands 
the  finest  panoramic  view  to  be  found 
in  the  entire  range  of  the  Alps,  unless 
that  of  the  Aletschhom  be  preferred 
to  it,  was  first  efiected  in  1859,  by  the 
Bev.  Leslie  Stephen,  with  2  or  3 
guides. 

The  broad  snow-coverod  ridge  of 
the  Peter's  Grat  throws  out  several 
arms  of  glacier  which  descend  into  as 
many  lateral  valleys  or  glens  of  the 
Lotschthal.  The  usual  course  is  to 
follow  the  E.  side  of  the  glacier  which 
descends  nearly  due  S.  from  the  point 
at  which  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is 
first  attained.  The  slope,  at  first 
gentle,  soon  becomes  more  steep.  The 
glacier  varies  extremely  according  to 
die  season  and  the  state  of  the  snow. 
It  is  sometimes  easy  enough,  some- 
times decidedly  difficult.  At  all  times 
beware  of  concealed  crevasses.  In 
descending  the  grand  views  of  the 
surrounding  peaks  are  for  a  time  con- 
cealed, and  their  place  supplied  by 
some  wild  rock  scenery  in  tne  steep 
and  narrow  glen  through  which  a 
torrent  rushes  to  join  the  Lonza  in 
the  main  valley  below.  In  descend- 
ing a  barrier  of  rocks  below  the  end 
of  the  glacier  keep  carefully  to  the 
track  which  is  known  to  the  guides  ; 
there  is  no  other  practicable  way. 

Where  the  paUi  emerges  into  the 
Lotschthal  there  a  fine  view  of  the 
Nesthorn,  and  of  the  great  glacier 
which  closes  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
valley,  [over  which  hes  the  glacier 
route    to  the  ^ggischhom   by  the 
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LStschsattel  (Bte.  60).  At  the  imme- 
diate foot  of  the  pass,  at  Flatten,  ac- 
oonunodation  may  be  had  at  the  house 
of  the  owd  ;  or  similarlj,  14  hr.  fur- 
ther at  Kippel.  This  pass  is  some- 
times made  by  takins  the  Peter's  Grat 
at  a  point  farther  W.,  and  descending 
into  the  Lotsohthal  by  the  W.  side  of 
the  tributary  glacier.  In  deciding 
the  route  it  is  best  to  rely  on  the  locu 
knowledge  of  the  guides.  In  a  ftiYour- 
able  condition  of  Sie  glacier  the  pass 
from  the  Steinberg  Alp  to  Flatten  may 
be  made  in  84  hrs.,  but  it  may  require 
1  or  2  hrs.  more. 

Descent  to  Kandersteg, — ^From  the 
col,  at  which  the  two  routes  diverge, 
which  forms  the  proper  limit  between 
the  Tsching^l  and  Kander  Glaciers, 
the  n^y^  at  first  inclines  with  a  gentle 
slope  towards  the  Gasteren  Thai,  This 
gradually  becomes  steeper,  and  after 
an  hoar's  descent  the  increasing 
width  of  the  crcTasses  makes  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  glacier  for  the 
rocks  on  its  o.  or  l.-hand  bank.  Here 
there  is  a  spring,  at  which  it  is  usual 
to  halt  for  refreshment.  A  steep 
and  rough  descent  without  serious 
difficulty,  and  a  short  passage  oyer  the 
lower  end  of  the  glacier,  lead  in  2^  or 
3  hrs.  from  the  summit  to  the  highest 
chfilets  of  the  Oasteren  Thai  The 
scenery  of  this  wild  and  savage  yalley 
is  of  the  highest  order,  and  well 
deserves  an  excursion  from  Kan- 
dersteg by  those  who  do  not  cross 
the  pass.  A  tolerable  track,  used  by 
the  herdsmen,  leads  in  2  hrs.  from  the 
ohAlets,  sometimes  called  Gasteren- 
dorf,  or  Im  Selden,  where  milk,  cheese, 
and,  in  case  of  lieed,  hay  to  sleep 
upon,  may  be  obtained,  to  Kandersteg 
(Rte.  37).  Time,  about  9  hrs.  from  the 
Steinberg  ch&let,  exclusive  of  the 
detour  to  the  GamschilUcke  and  of 
stoppages.  The  Laueners  of  Lauter- 
brunnen  are  excellent  guides.  J. 
Kronig  is  also  well  spoken  of.  In  the 
lidtschthal  Joseph  Appener  is  well 
known  and  reoommenoed. 


ROUTE  36. 

LAUTERBRUmrBK  OB  Mt^RREN  TO  KAN- 
DERSTEG, BT  THE  PASSES  OF  THE 
8EEFINEK  FURKE,  AND  DirNDENORAT. 

This  path  is  not  practicable  for 
mules,  but  there  is  probably  no  route 
among  the  Alps  so  free  from  danger, 
which  leads  through  such  a  succession 
of  magnificent  scenery.  The  two 
passes,  nowever,  if  taken  in  one  day, 
make  it  very  laborious,  and  the  de« 
scent  into  the  valley  of  Oeschinen  ia 
awkward  after  dark;  the  traveller, 
however  good  a  walker  he  may  be, 
will  do  well  to  allow  himself  14  hrs. 
of  daylight. 

On  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  there  is 
a  choice  of  routes  t  one  by  the  valley, 
following  the  char-road  to  Stechel- 
berg,  and  then  turning  to  the  right  up 
the  course  of  the  stream  which  drains 
the  Seefinen  Thai;  the  other  plan, 
which  is  in  many  respects  pr^erable, 
is  to  mount  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Murren  (Bte.  25  b),  and  sleep  there, 
starting  in  good  time  on  the  following 
morning.  The  track  mounts  for  some 
distance  beyond  Miirren,  in  order  to 
turn  the  flank  of  a  ridge  which  de- 
scends here  frt>m  the  Schilthom  on 
the  rL  This  brings  the  tourist  to  a 
position  right  oi>posit6  the  Jungfran, 
at  about  the  height  of  the  Wengem 
Alp,  but  with  a  view  still  more  mag- 
nificent. The  great  chain  of  Alps 
from  the  Wetteniom  to  the  Breithom 
is  in  frx>nt,  its  continuation  through 
the  TsohiDgel  Horn  to  the  westward, 
as  also  the  Frau,  being  from  this 
point  of  view  shut  out  by  the  nearer 
precipices  of  the  Gspaltenhom.  Still 
farther  to  the  west  is  visible  the 
Furke;  and  descending  fr^m  it,  the 
torrent  and  the  yalley  of  the  Seefinen. 
The  ground  slopes  rapidly  away  from 
the  foot  down  to  the  depths  of  the  Am- 
merten  ThaL  The  Jungfrau  is  from 
this  point  of  view,  and  from  this  alone, 
measured  in  one  glance  ftom  the  snow 
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on  her  summit  to  the  level  road  at  her 
feet:  in  a  word,  of  her  13,718  fL  of 
altitude,  more  than  10,000  rise  at  once 
in  precipices  before  Uie  eye.     The 
track  now  winds  away  alone  the  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  falls  in  with  the 
▼alley  path  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass.     This  "Furke  is  a  very  remark- 
able depression  between  the  Schilt- 
horn  and  Gspaltenhom;  and  an  enor- 
mous buttress  of  the  latter  here  turns 
the  direction  of  the  route  from  W.  to 
8.  W.    The  ascent  is  rather  steep,  but 
the  ground  is  favourable,  and  dear  of 
snow;  which  lies,  however,  in  long 
slopes  to  the  left.    The  view  from  the 
summit  (height«8572  ft.)  is  very  fine, 
including  the  Faulhom,  and  below  it 
the  Wengem  Alp  and  its  hotel,  which 
is  easily  discernible.    The  upper  part 
of  the  Kien  Thai  is  seen  to  the  L, 
filled  up   by  the  Gamschi    glacier, 
over  which  it  is  said  to  be  possible 
to  gain  the  level  of  the  Tschingel, 
through  the  opening  called  the  Gam- 
schiliicke  (Bte.  85).    The  descent  into 
the    Kien    Thai  requires    rather   an 
awkward   circuit,  which  leads  to  a 
long  slope    of  slato    debris,  requir- 
ing caution  to  avoid  a  slip.  Next  suc- 
ceeds a  long  slope  of  snow,  and  then 
the  green  sward.  The  route  taken  by 
the  guides  leads  to  a  bridge  near  the 
hanuet  of  Tschingel,  so  low  down  the 
valley  as  to  increase  considerably  the 
toil  of  the  next  ascent;  and  if  the 
tourist  is  fatigued,  or  the  sun  much 
past  the  meridian,  he  will  do  well 
either    to    make    up    his    mind    to 
sleep  at  some  ch&lets  near  the  head 
of  the  Kien  Thai,  or  else  to  take 
the    opportunity    which    here    pre- 
sents itself  of  descending  to  the  char- 
road  at  Reichenbach.    The  ascent  of 
the  ridge  separating  the  Kien  Thai 
from  the  Oeschinen  Thai,  called  the 
iHindengrat,  is   steep,  but  over  ^ood 
ground,  and  a  view  is  soon  obtained 
of  the   pyramidal   Niesen,  and   the 
lake  of  Thun  beyond  it.    Near  the 
top   it   becomes  rather   rough,  and 
the  stones  are  succeeded  by  a  bed  of 
snow,  which  adds  a  eood  deal  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  last  half-hour  of  ascent: 
from  the  snow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
is  but  one  step,  and  the  next  is  down- 


hilL  Here  a  new  scene  of  magni- 
ficence opens.  The  glittering  frau, 
which  is  here  quite  close,  with  a  triple 
glacier  streaming  down  from  her  side 
into  the  gulfs  beneath,  and  farther  off 
the  Doldenhom,  and  the  beautiful  lake 
of  Oeschmm  encompassed  by.it,  form 
a  scene  unparalleled  in  uie  Alps; 
though  resembling  in  some  of  its 
features  the  lake  and  glacier  scenery 
near  the  summit  of  the  Maloya.  The 
descent  from  the  high  pastures  to  the 
level  of  the  lake  is  practicable  only  by 
one  route,  where  a  path  has  been  cut 
in  steps  here  and  there  along  the  faces 
of  the  rocks.  The  path  leads  along 
the  W.  shore  o/  the  lake  through  a 
pine  wood  beyond  it,  in  about  2  hrs. 
to  the  village  and  inn  of  Kandersteg. 
From  Miirren  to  Kandersteg  is  about 
10  hrs.  walk  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
Kandersteg  (see  £te.  37). 


ROUTE  37. 

PASS  OF  THE  OEMin,  THUN  TO  THE 
BATHS  OF  LBUK  (LoiOHE),  AND  TO 
LEUK  IN  THE  VALAIS. 

Staoden.  Eng.  m. 
Thun  to  FniUgen  .  .  .  .  4f  .  14 
Frutigen  to  Kandersteg  .  .  2|  •  8 
Kandersteg  to  Scbwarenbach  2t  .  8 
Schwarenbach  to  Leokerbod  ,  2k  ,  8 
Leukerbad  to  Leuk    •     .     .    2f    .      8 


15 


4« 


Carriage  from  Thun  to  Frutigen, 
20  fr.,  2  fr.  bonnemain.  Bil.  3  hrs., 
2  fr.  20.  A  pleasanter  route  is  to 
take  the  steamboat  to  Spietz  a  very 
pretty  place,  near  which  is  a  good 
country  Inn,  Schonegg.  Hence  a  walk 
of  10  miles  through  fields  leads  to 
Frutigen.  A  carnage  may  usually 
be  obtained  at  Spietz.     Char  from 
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Frutigen  to  Eandersteg  with  bonne- 
main,  8  fr.  50.  Horse  to  Leukerbad, 
20  fr.    To  Danben  See,  10  fr. 

[In  approaching  the  Gemmi  fr^m 
Interlaken  the  hi^h  road  to  Than  is 
left  a  little  beyond  Leissingen,  and  a 
char-road  mounts  the  hill  to  jEschi 
(see  further),  and  descends  from  thence 
to  Muhlinen,  about  4  leagues  from  In- 
terlaken. Pedestrians  may  make  a 
short  cut.] 

The  Gemmi  (pronounced  Ghemmi) 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  passes 
across  the  Alps.  Its  scenery  is,  per- 
haps, extraorainary  ratherthan  g^nd, 
There  is  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  side  whence  it  is  best  approached. 
There  is  a  good  char-road  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  beyond  Kandersteg,  to  the 
N.  foot  of  the  pass:  the  pass  itself, 
und  the  space  oetween  it  and  the 
Baths,  can  only  be  surmounted  on 
foot  or  on  horseback. 

The  first  part  of  the  route  lies 
along  the  beautiful  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Thun.  Near  the  tall  tower 
of  Strattling^n  it  crosses  the  Eander 
by  a  lofty  bridge.  That  river  ori- 
ginally avoided  the  lake  altogether, 
and,  flowing  for  some  distance  pa- 
rallel to  it,  behind  the  hill  of  Stratt- 
lingen,  joined  the  Aar  below  Thun, 
Owins^  to  the  Quantity  of  mud  and 
gravel  which  it  Drought  with  it,  and 
the  slight  inclination  of  its  channel 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  it  converted 
the  surrounding  district  into  an  un- 
healthy marshy  and  gave  rise  to  a 
project,  which  was  executed  in  1714 
at  the  expense  of  the  canton,  of  turn- 
ing the  nver  into  the  lake  of  Thun. 
This  was  effected  by  cutting  a  canal, 
3000  ft.  long,  and  272  ft  broad,  into 
which  the  river  was  turned;  and 
which,  seen  from  the  bridge  in  cross- 
ing, has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
natural  ravine.  By  this  change  of 
course  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar  has  been  drained  and  made  pro- 
fitable, while  the  deposit  of  sand  and 
stones  brought  down  by  the  river  into 
the  lake  has  so  accumulated  as  to  form 
a  delta  around  its  month,  extending 
already  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore 
and  annually  increasing. 

Wyler  (5  m.  from  Thun)  [a  road 


turns  1.  up  to  the  village  of  Ae$chi, 
The  ascent  of  ^  hr.  will  be  well  re<^ 
paid  by  the  view  from  the  churchyard. 
At  your  feet  the  Lake  of  Thun,  with 
a  peep  into  the  singular  Justis  Thai 
on  its  jS*.  side;  beyond  Thun  the  range 
of  the  Jura.  On  the  1.,  close  at  hand, 
the  rival  mountains  Niesen  and  Stock* 
horn  tower  above  the  Simmenthal. 
To  the  rt.  stretches  the  Lake  of 
Briens;  the  Rothhom  and  Pass  of  the 
Briinig  rising  from  its  shores,  topped 
by  the  Titlis.  To  the  S.  the  snowy 
giants  of  the  Oberland  rear  their 
massive  forms.  There  is  a  carriage 
road  from  ^schi  direct  to  Miihlinen.] 

The  road  passes  tlie  mouth  of  the 
Simmenthal  (Rte.  42),  guarded  on 
one  side  by  the  Stockhom,  and  on  the 
rt.  by  the  Niesen,  two  noble  moun- 
tains, between  which  the  valley  opens 
out  a  scene  of  exceeding  oeauty, 
with  the  castle  of  Wimmis  standing  as 
it  were  in  its  jaws.  [From  Wimmis 
the  Ascent  of  the  Niesen  is  made  in  5 
hrs.  (3  hrs.  to  descend) — a  horse-path 
all  the  way,  7280  ft.  high.  There  is 
an  Inn  with  12  beds,  5  min.  walk 
below  the  summit.  Grand  view  of  fer- 
tile valleys  and  snowy  Alps,  including 
Mt.  Blanc.  The  entire  range  N.  of 
of  the  Rhone,  from  the  Altels  to  the 
Wetterhom  is  in  sight.  Bill's  Pano- 
rama is  hung  up  in  the  Inn.] 

On  the  margin  of  the  lake  rises  an- 
other picturesaue  castle,  that  of  Spietz. 
Skirting  the  base  of  the  pyramidal 
Niesen,  we  enter  the  valley  of  Fruti- 
gen, which  is  remarkable  for  its  ver- 
dure and  fertility,  and  may  be  said  to 
exhibit  Swiss  pastoral  scenery  in  per- 
fection.    At 

Miihlinen  (10  m.  from  Thun)  is  a  nice 
little  Inn,  the  Bear.  At  Reichenhach 
the  Kienthal  opens  out  to  the  S.E. 
(Rte.  36.)  Ascendiin;  by  the  side  of 
the  Kander,  we  reach 

Frutigen  (Inns:  Helvetia  and  Post, 
both  very  &ir  and  reasonable;  g^des 
and  mules  for  the  Gemmi  may  be 
hired  here),  a  village  of  900  Inhab.: 
its  houses  are  for  the  most  part  not 
older  than  1826-7,  at  which  time  nearly 
all  were  destroyed  in  two  consecutive 
conflagrations.  Behind  it  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches;  that  on  the 
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W.  leads  to  the  Adelboden ;  that  on 
the  E.  (donrn  which  flows  the  Kander) 
to  the  Gemmi. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Niessen  may  be 
made  from  Friitigen  in  4  hrs.,  bat  the 
path  is  mnch  steeper  than  from 
Wimmis.] 

The  road  passes  nnderthe  castle  of 
Tellenborg,  the  former  residence  of 
the  amtman,  or  bailiff  of  the  district, 
and,  crossing  the  Kander,  proceeds 
np  its  rt.  bank.  The  snowy  Altels 
closes  the  valley. 

Kcmdersteg,  Inns.  There  are  two  Inns, 
1|  mile  apart  H.  de  TOurs,  best,  and 
conveniently  situated  for  the  Gemmi, 
being  placed  where  the  char*road 
ends,  and  the  bridle-path  begins. 
The  other  is  the  H.  Victoria,  oppo« 
site  the  entrance  of  the  OGschinen- 
thal.  N.B.  Retxim  chars  to  Than  may 
be  got  here  for  8  to  lO'frs.;  with  2 
horses,  12  to  20  frs.  Horses  to  cross 
the  Gemmi  to  the  baths  of  Leak  cost 
15  fr.  before  9  A.M.,  18  fr.  after;  10  fr. 
to  the  Daaben  See.  From  Kander* 
steg  to  Leukerbad  is  about  7  hrs.; 
the  path  is  easy  to  find,  and  except  in 
thick  weather  there  is  no  occasion  for 
a  guide.  Kandersteg  is  the  last  village 
in  the  yalley :  its  scattered  habitations 
contain  about  700  individuals.  It  is 
beautifully  situated  3280  ft.  above  the 
sea,  at  the  N.  base  of  the  Gemmi. 
Wood  cut  in  the  mountain  forests 
around  is  here  set  afloat  in  the  Kander, 
and  thus  conveyed  into  the  lake  of 
Than,  where  the  logs  are  collected  and 
separated  by  the  various  proprietors. 

{^Excursions. — a.  Those  who  have 
time  to  spare  should  on  no  account  omit 
to  walk  hence  about  3  m.  through 
a  sublime  gorge  (see  Rte.  36)  into 
the  side  Valley  of  (Eschinen^  running 
directly  E.  fh)m  Kandersteg,  where, 
hemmed  in  by  precipices  and  glaciers, 
the  V  will  find  a  beautiful  clear  lake, 
which  mirrors  on  its  smooth  surface 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Blumlis  Alp,  at 
whose  base  it  lies. — 6.  No  one  will 
regret  an  expedition  to  the  Gasteren 
Thai,  which  can  be  accomplished  in 
about  7  hrs.  No  g^ide  required.  The 
path  turns  off  close  to  the  H.  de  I'Ours, 
and  ascends  a  wild  gorge  with  over- 
hanging clifis.    In  the  middle  of  the 


gorge  a  frail  bridge  is  crossed,  and 
the  path  then  keeps  to  the  rt.  bank. 
50  m.  from  Kandersteg  the  wide  rreen 
Oasteren  Thai  opens,  surrounded  by 
precipices  and  waterfalls  and  snow 
mountains  above  them.  The  path  runs 
through  debris,  and  then  ascends  to  the 
village  of  Gasteren.  Soon  afterwards 
the  magnificent  Kander  Glacier  is 
seen  at  the  head  of  the  valley  (see  Rte. 
35).  Those  who  have  a  steady  head 
may  from  hence  ascend  the  Gemmi  by 
the  rugged  and  difficult  gorge  of  the 
Schwarzbach. — c.  A  path  of  no  gpreat 
difficulty  leads  W.  in  5  hours,  over  the 
Bonder-Grat,  to  Adelboden  {Inn  toler- 
able.) It  turns  outof  the  char-road  just 
above  Kandersteg,  crosses  the  grassy 
slopes  to  the  foot  of  some  rocks, 
which  it  surmounts  by  a  ladder.  From 
the  summit  (2  hrs.  50  min.  walk)  the 
view  is  fine,  comprising  the  Monch, 
Jungfrau,  and  Uie  wnole  of  Uie 
GSscninen-thal  and  lake.  From  Adel- 
boden to  Friitigen,  a  walk  of  2  or  3 
hours,  through  a  deep  but  rather 
monotonous  valley.  Above  Adelbo- 
den is  a  fall  of  some  magnitude. 
From  Adelboden  there  is  an  easy 
path  over  the  ffahnenmoos  pass,  in  3^ 
hrs.,  to  An  der  Lenk  (Kte.  89).1 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  H. 
de  rOurs  the  char-road  ceases ;  and 
the  ascent  of  the  Pass  of  the  Gemmi 
commences  in  earnest  behind.  The 
path  lies  for  the  first  1^  hr.  through 
forests  in  a  steep  ascent;  it  then 
passes  the  boundary  line  of  the 
cantons  fieme  and  Wallis.  A  new 
path  ascends  in  siezags  through  fir 
woods,  and  commands  a  fine  view  over 
the  grand  valley  of  Gasteren.  It 
then  emerges  upon  a  tract  of  open 
pasture  land,  rendered  desolate  by  the 
mil  of  an  avalanche  from  the  Rmder 
Horn  in  1782.  The  path  winds,  for  a 
considerable  distance,  among  the  frag- 
ments of  rock  brought  down  by  it. 
Farther  on  stands  the 

Solitary  Inn  of  Schwarenbach :  it 
affords  good  refreshments  and  rough 
sleeping  accommodation,  which  are 
often  acceptable  in  such  a  situation. 
Complaints  of  extortion  have  been 
made.  The  German  poet  Werner  has 
laid  in  this  gloomy  spot  the  scene  of  a 
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still  more  gloomy  trf^;edy, '  The  24th 
of  February.'  The  extravaeant  and 
improbable  plot  has  no  fonnoation  in 
any  real  event  which  happened  here. 

[From  this  Inn  Uie  ascent  of  Altels 
(11,923  feet)  may  be  made  in  aboat 
7  hm.  altogether.  The  ascent  is  up  a 
long  slope  of  ice,  is  dangerous,  and 
should  not  be  attempted  by  less  than 
3  men  tied  together.] 

About  2  m.  above  this  the  path 
reaches  and  winds  along  the  £.  mar- 
gin  of  a  small  lake  called  Dauben 
See,  supplied  by  snow,  not  by  springs, 
which  often  swell  it  so  as  to  cover 
the  path  :  for  8  months  of  the  year  it 
is  frozen.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
dreary  aspect  of  the  seared  and  naked 
limestone  rocks  which  form  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass :  they  seem  too  barren 
for  even  the  hardiest  lichens.  The 
culminating  point  traversed  by  the 
road  is  7540  ft  above  the  sea  le?el, 
and  about  1  hr.  from  Schwarenbach. 
From  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  L  of 
the  path,  a  superb  view  is  obtained  of 
the  chain  of  Alps  beyond  the  Rhone, 
separating  the  Yalais  from  Piedmont. 

The  highest  summits  in  the  view, 
reckoning  from  the  W.,  are  these: — 
1.  The  Pigne  d'AroUa,  N.W.  of 
the  CoUon ;  2.  the  Collon  itself, 
easily  recognised  by  the  deep  cleft 
in  its  side ;  3.  the  Dent  Blanche. 
Then  come  three  or  four  minor  peaks 
of  the  ranee  at  the  head  of  the  Einfisch 
ThaL  Above  this  range  are  seen — 
4.  the  Dentd'Erin ;  and,  5.  the  Cervin : 
both  peaks  of  bare  rock.  The  series  is 
termmated  by — 6.  the  Weisshorn,  the 
loftiest  and  nearest  mountain  visible ; 
and,  7.  the  Saas  Grat,  which  is 
in  itself  a  complete  group  of  snowy 
peaces.  It  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
views  in  Switzerland. 

Near  the  verge  of  the  descent 
stands  a  small  shed,  capable  of 
affording  partial  shelter  in  a  storm. 
A  little  lower  down  the  traveller 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice, from  which  a  plumb-line  might 
be  thrown  into  the  valley  below, 
nearly  1600  ft,  almost  without  teach- 
ing tne  rock,  so  vertical  are  its  sides. 
It  is  principallv  upon  the  faces  of  a 
buttress  of  tins  vast  wall  that  one 


of  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  the 
alpine  roads,  constructed  in  1736-41, 
by  a  par^  of  Tyrolese,  has  been 
carried.  Its  zigzags  have  been  in- 
geniously contrived,  for  in  many  places 
the  rocks  overhang  the  path,  and  an 
upper  terrace  projects  farther  out 
than  the  one  immediately  below  it. 
When  it  was  first  made  and  consisted 
merely  of  a  shallow  groove  in  the 
rock,  it  must  have  been  far  more 
striking  than  at  present  The  improve- 
ments that  have  been  carried  on  year 
after  year  have  ended  in  making  it  a 
roomy  and  perfectly  good  mule-path. 
It  however  needs  greater  protection  at 
the  side  by  garde-fous,  and  caution 
should  be  used  in  riding  down  this 
descent  A  French  lady  m  1861,  was 
riding  without  a  guide  at  her  mule's 
head,  and  becoming  terrified  at  one 
of  the  turns  of  the  road,  tried  hastily 
to  dismount,  and  fell  over  the  preci- 
pice and  was  dashed  to  pieces. 

The  wonders  of  this  descent  are 
greatly  increased  to  those  who  ap- 
proach it  from  the  side  of  Leuk. 

*'  The  upper  end  of  the  valley,  as 
you  look  towards  the  Gemmi,  has  all 
the  appearance  of  a  cul-de-sac  shut 
in  by  a  mountain  walL  Up  to  the 
very  last  moment,  and  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  discover  the  way  out,  or  to 
tell  whither  the  road  goes,  or  how 
it  can  be  carried  up  a  vertical  sur- 
face of  rock.  It  is  a  mere  shelf--in 
some  parts  a  mere  groove  cut  in  the 
face  of  the  huge  cliff,  just  wide 
enough  for  a  mme  to  pass ;  and  at 
the  turns  of  the  zigzags  you  con- 
stantly overhang  a  depth  of  nearly 
500  fL  Dovirn  uiis  difficult  road  in- 
valids are  carried  to  the  baths :  it  is 
the  only  way  of  approaching  them, 
from  the  N.,  unless  you  were  to  make 
a  alight  detour  of  200  m.  by  Berne, 
Friburg,  Vevay,  and  Martigny."  On 
the  face  of  a  rock,  near  the  K>ot,  is  a 
small  building  said  to  have  been  for- 
merly used  as  a  guard-house  to  give 
notice  of  any  invasion  Arom  the  Bern- 
ese side. 

The  following  clause,  relative  to 
the  transport  of  invalids,  is  copied 
from  the  printed  reg^ulations  issued 
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by  the  director  of  the  baths: — **  Pour 
une  personne  au-dessus  de  10  ans  il 
faudra  4  porteurs ;  si  elle  est  d*im 
poids  au-dessus  du  commun,  6  por- 
teurs: si  cependant  elle  est  d'un  poids 
extraordinaire,  et  que  le  commissaire 
le  juge  necessaire,  il  pourra  a^outer 
2  porteurs,  et  jamais  plus."  This  pro- 
vision for  excessive  corpulence  is  some- 
what amusing.  The  ascent  from 'the 
Baths  to  the  summit  takes  2  hrs. ;  a 
mule  costs  4J  fr.  up  and  down. 

Baths  of  Leuk  (^Leukerbad,  —  Fr. 
lAiiche).  Inns:  Hotel  des  Alpes,  best  in 
all  respects;  Belle vue;  H.  de  France; 
Couronne;  Union,  and  Brunner,  Bro- 
thers, cheap.  The  accommodation 
at  Leuk  is  good,  considering  that 
most  of  the  houses  are  of  wo<m,  not 
very  well  built,  shut  up  and  aban- 
doned from  October  to  May.  The  fare 
is  tolerable,  everything  but  milk  and 
cheese  bein^  brought  from  the  valley 
below.    A  bath  costs  2  fr. 

The  baths  consist  of  5  or  6  lodg^g- 
houses,  attached  to  a  hamlet  of  about 
300  Inhab.,  situated  4600  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  Le.  higher  than 
the  highest  mountain  in  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  valley  termi- 
nated on  all  sides  by  tremendous 
precipices,  which  will  remind  the  tra- 
veller of  a  cirque  in  the  Pyrenees.  The 
hot  springs  (117°  to  124°  F.)  annu- 
ally attract  a  number  of  visitors, 
chiefly  Swiss  and  French,  during  the 
season,  viz.  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  though  the  inns  are  open 
from  May  to  October.  From  the 
dreariness  of  the  situation,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  climate,  and  the  defects  of 
the  lodgine,  few  English  would  de- 
sire to  prolong  their  stay  here,  after 
satisfying  their  curiosity  by  a  sight 
of  the  place.  The  baths  and  acyacent 
buildings  have  been  three  times  swept 
away  by  avalanches  since  their  esta- 
blishment in  the  16th  century ;  and, 
to  guard  against  a  recurrence  of  the 
calamity,  a  very  strong  dyke  is  now 
built  behind  the  village  to  ward  off 
the  snow.  Such  danger,  however,  is 
past  before  the  bathing  season  begins. 
One  of  the  first  patrons  of  the  baths 
was    the    celebrated    Cardinal    and 


Archbishop  of  Sion,  Matthew  Schin- 
ner. 

The  springs,  to  the  number  of  10 
or  1 2,  rise  in  and  around  the  village, 
and  nine-tenths  of  them  run  off  into 
the  Dala  torrent  without  being  used. 
The  chief  spring  of  St.  Lawrence  bursts 
forth  out  of  the  ground  between  the 
inn  and  the  bath-house — a  rivulet  in 
volume  at  its  source,  with  a  tempera- 
ture of  1240  Fahr.  It  is  used  for  the 
baths  after  being  slightly  cooled.  The 
other  springs  vary  somewhat  in  tem- 
perature, but  little  in  contents.  They 
contain  only  a  small  portion  of  saline 
matter,  and  seem  to  owe  their  bene- 
ficial effects  less  to  their  mineral  qua- 
lities than  to  their  temperature  and 
the  mode  of  using  them.  The  patient 
begins  with  a  bath  of  an  hour's  dura- 
tion, but  goes  on  increasing  it  daily, 
until  at  length  he  remains  in  the  water 
8  hours  a  day — 4  before  breakfast, 
and  4  after  dinner.  The  usual  cure 
time  (kur)  is  about  3  weeks.  The 
want  of  the  accommodation  of  pri- 
vate baths,  and  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  ennui  of  such  an  amphi- 
bious existence,  if  passed  in  solitude, 
has  led  to  the  practice  of  bathing  in 
common.  The  principal  bath-house 
is  a  large  shed  divided  into  4  com- 
partments or  baths,  each  about  20  ft. 
square,  and  capable  of  holding  15  or 
20  persons.  To  each  of  these  baths 
there  are  two  entrances,  communi- 
cating with  dressing-rooms,  one  for 
the  kdies,  the  other  for  the  ^ntle- 
men.  Along  the  partitions  dividing 
the  baths  runs  a  slight  gallery,  into 
which  any  one  is  admitted,  eitoer  to 
look  on  or  converse  with  the  bathers 
below.  The  stranger  will  be  amazed, 
on  entering,  (admission  1  fr.),  to  per- 
ceive a  group  of  some  12  or  15  heads 
emerging  from  the  water,  on  the  sur- 
face of  which  float  wooden  tables 
holding  coffeecups,  newspapers,  snuff- 
boxes, books,  and  other  aids,  to  enable 
the  bathers  to  pass  away  their  allotted 
hours  with  as  small  a  trial  to  their  pa- 
tience as  possible.  The  patients,  a  mot- 
ley company,  of  all  ages,  both  sexes, 
and  various  ranks,  deficate  young  la- 
dies, burly  friars,  invalid  officers,  and 
ancient  dames,  are  ranged  around  the 
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sides  on  benches,  below  the  water,  all 
clad  in  long  woollen  mantles,  with  a 
tippet  over  their  shoulders.  It  is  not 
a  little  amusing  to  a  bystander  to  see 
people  sipping  their  breakfasts,  or 
reading  the  newspapers,  up  to  their 
chins  in  water — in  one  comer  a  party 
at  chess,  in  another  an  apparently  in- 
teresting tete-a'tete  is  going^  on;  while 
a  solitary  sitter  may  to  seen  reviying 
in  the  hot  water  a  nosegay  of  withered 
flowers.  The  temperature  of  the  bath 
is  preserved  by  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  constantly  flowing  into  it,  from 
which  the  patients  drink  at  times. 
Against  the  walls  are  hung  a  set  of 
regulations  and  sumptuary  laws  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  decorum 
in  tne  baths,  signed  by  the  burgo- 
master, who  enforces  his  authority  by 
the  threat  of  a  fine  of  20  fr.  for  the 
highest  offence  against  his  code. 

"Art.  7.  Personne  ne  pent  entrer 
dans  ces  bains  sans  etre  revetue 
d'une  chemise  long^e  et  ample,  d'une 
^toffB  grossi^re,  sous  peine  de  2  fir. 
d'amende. 

*<Art  9.  La  mSme  peine  sera  en- 
courue  par  ceux  qui  n'y  entreraient 
pas,  ou  n*en  sortiraient  pas,  d*une 
mani^re  decente.*' 

Four  hours  of  subaqueous  penance 
ore,  by  the  doctor's  decree,  succeeded 
by  one  hour  in  bed;  and  many  a  fair 
nymph  in  extreme  negligi,  with  stock- 
ingless  feet  and  uncoifed  hair,  may  be 
encountered  crossing  the  open  space 
between  the  bath  and  the  hotels. 
From  their  condition,  one  might  sup- 
pose they  had  been  driven  out  of  doors 
by  an  alarm  of  fire,  or  some  such 
threatening  calamity.  The  higher  pa- 
tients go  away  in  SeptemTOr,  and 
late  in  the  autumn,  when  only  the 
poorer  patients  remain,  the  sight  of 
the  bath  is  rather  disgusting. 

a.  The  principal  curiosity  of  the 
Beighbourhood  is  the  Zodel&rs  (Lei  ter). 
A  ]^th  through  the  woods,  on  the  L 
or  %.  side  of  the  Dala,  1^  m.,  half 
an  hour  from  the  baths,  leads  to 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  which,  as 
before  observed,  hems  in  the  valley  of 
Leuk  on  all  sides,  as  with  a  colossal 
wall.     Upon  the  sloping  pasturages 
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about  a  mile  above  the  summit  of  this 
precipice,  however,  stands  a  village 
called  Albinen;  and  the  only  mode  by^ 
which  its  inhabitants  can  communicate 
directly  with  the  baths  is  by  a  series 
of  8  or  10  ladders  placed  nearly  perpen- 
dicularly against  the  face  of  the  clinl  It 
can  hardly  t)e  called  difficult  to  climb  to 
the  top,  but  it  would  not  do  for  any  of 
weak  nerves  and  a  dizzy  head,  as  the 
ladders,  which  are  pinned  to  the  ere- 
vices  of  the  rock  by  hooked  sticks,  are 
often  awry,  and  rather  unsteady:  yet 
they  are  traversed  at  all  seasons,  day 
and  night,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  above — by  children,  as  well  as 
men  and  women,  often  with  heayy 
burdens.  The  use  of  the  ladders, 
which  the  nature  of  the  sides  of  the 
valley  renders  indispensable,  has  given 
rise  to  a  singular  modification  of  the- 
dress  of  the  female  peasants,  which 
here  includes  those  nether  habiliments 
confined  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  men  and  shrews.  Nor  are  they 
ashamed  of  this  portion  of  their  attire, 
as,  in  climbing   the  mountains,  the 

Setticoat  is  tucked  up,  and  the  wearers 
o  not  differ  in  appearance  from  boys. 
N.B. — There  is  an  easy  sloping 
path  from  Albinen  to  Inden. 

5.  A  day  may  be  well  devoted  to  the 
ascent  of  the  Torrent-horn^  a  mountain 
rising  £.  of  Leuk  baths,  if  the  weather 
be  clear.  Mules  can  reach  the  summit 
(9760  ft  above  the  sea)  in  3^  hours 
(10  fr.  and  bonne-main).  It  com- 
mands a  wonderfully  fine  panorama 
of  the  Alps — an  unbroken  series  of 
peaks  from  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Sim- 
plon  ;  with  the  Altels,  Gspalthom, 
and  Blumlis  Alp  on  the  K.  The 
Gemmi  road  lies  deep  below,  and  its 
summit  is  seen  through  a  gap  in  the 
chain.  The  ridge  ends  in  a  fright- 
ful precipice  surrounded  by  isolated 
rocks,  whose  sides  are  equally  vertical 
Pedestrians  will  require  a  guide  to 
find  the  path  up.  The  first  1200  ft. 
and  the  fast  700  are  a  steep  climb. 
Descent  in  2^  hours. 

The  rocky  pass,  called  Felsen  Gal- 
leric,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dala, 
on  the  way  to  Siders,  is  a  very  strik- 
ing scene.    (See  below.) 


Switzerland. 
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Maies  are  kept  at  the  baths,  under 
the  direction  of  a  commissaire,  to 
transport  travellers :  the  prices  are 
fixed  by  a  printed  tariff!  (§  10.) 


There  are  two  ways  from  the  baths 
of  Leak  to  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

a.  The  carriage  -  road  from  the 
Baths  to  the  Simplon  road  follows  the 
course  of  the  Dala  torrent  through 
one  of  the  finest  gorges  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  the  new  road  is,  for  its 
length,  one  of  the  finest  roads,  de- 
scending by  numerous  zigzags,  and 
crossing  the  river  by  a  solid  and 
lofty  bridge,  420  ft.  above  the  torrent, 
opposite  Albinen,  and  conducts,  in 
BDout  8^  m.  (2^  hrs.  walk),  to  Leuk. 
Toll  3^  fr.  for  a  small  carriage.  A 
slow  omnibus  goes  daily  from  the 
Baths,  once  in  winter  (?),  twice  in 
summer,  to  Leuk  and  Sion. 

Letik  (Inns :  Kreutz ;  Stem,  not 
good),  a  village  of  620  Inhab.,  tra- 
vers^  by  a  narrow  dirty  street,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone,  near  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Dala.  A  covered  bridge 
over  the  Rhone  connects  it  with  the 
Simplon  road  (Rte.  59).  Above  it 
are  ruins  of  two  castles,  destroyed  by 
the  Yalaisans  in  1414. 

6.  The  other  way,  a  mule-path  car- 
ried alone  the  W.  side  of  tne  valley 
of  the  Dala,  but  high  above  that  river, 
conducts  at  once  to  the  town  of  Sierre 
(Siders),  12  m.  distant,  and  is  a  short 
cut  for  those  who  wish  to  descend  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone  towards  Marti^y 
and  Geneva.  It  traverses  the  high 
pasturages,  and  beyond  them  a  forest 
of  larch;  and  passes  the  village  of 
Inden,  near  which  a  most  extensive 
view  is  gained  over  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  it«  towns,  villages,  farms,  and 
old  castles.  The  unsightly  debris 
brought  down  by  the  furious  torrents 
issuing  from  the  opposite  valley,  and 
the  wide  expanse  of  bare  gravel  over- 
flowed by  the  Rhone  in  spring,  and 
converted  into  a  river-channel — but 
in  summer  left  bare  and  arid — ^give  a 
desolate  character  to  the  scene. 


Between  Inden  (where  is  a  toll  of  1 
fr.  per  mule)  and  a  village  called 
Varen  the  road  makes  an  abrupt 
turn,  and  the  traveller  finds  himself 
beneath  the  shadow  of  a  tremendous 
overhanging  precipice,  forming  the 
comer  of  the  Loeche  valley.  The 
effect  of  approaching  it  from  the 
side  of  Sierre  is  grand  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  totally  unexpected,  after 
turning  a  comer  of  the  rock.  The 
path  is  carried  along  a  narrow  ledge 
m  front  of  the  cliff;  beneath  it  is  a 
gaping  abyss,  extending  nearly  down 
to  the  bed  of  the  Dala,  and  above,  the 
rocks  lean  so  far  forward  that  stones 
falling  from  their  tops  would  descend 
upon  the  road,  and  it  is  therefore 
partly  protected  by  a  roof  This  spot 
IS  called  the  Qallerie,  and  was  the 
scene  of  a  bloody  combat  in  1799, 
when  the  Yalaisans  defended  this 
spot  for  several  weeks  against  the 
French,  effectually  checking  all  at- 
tempts to  pass,  by  rolling  down  stones 
and  logs  from  above. 

A  rough  and  steep  descent  leads 
from  this,  in  about  1^  hour,  to 

Sierre^  upon  the  Simplon  road  (Rte. 
59). 


ROUTE  38. 

TUBTKAN  AND  KIPPEL  TO  KANDEBSTEQ, 
BT  THE  LOTSCU   PASS. 

This  pass  between  the  Yalais  and 
the  canton  Berne  was  formerly  in 
much  use,  and  remains  of  the  mule- 
path,  which  was  then  carried  across 
the  entire  way,  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  Gemmi 
road  more  than  a  century  ago,  this 
has  been  let  to  fall  into  decay,  and 
the  extension  of  the  glaciers,  which 
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«eem8  to  have  been  universal  in  this 
part  of  the  Alpine  chain,  has  destroyed 
part  of  the  old  route.  The  pass  is 
not  difficult  in  good  weather,  but  it  is 
better  suited  for  a  mountaineer  than 
an  ordinary  tourist  It  may  be  ac- 
complished in  8  hrs.  ^ood  walking,  so 
Uiat  a  traveller  wishing  to  avoid  the 
indifferent  accommodation  at  Kippel 
may  start  from,  or  arrive  at,  Tour- 
temagne  (Rte.  59)  in  the  same  day. 

The  Lotschthal  has  been  neglected 
by  Alpine  travellers  till  latefy,  and 
no  inn  has  yet  been  opened,  but  it 
abounds  in  fine  scenery  and  leads 
to  several  interesting  passes  (Rtes. 
35,  60).  Mines  of  argentiferous  ga- 
lena are  worked  in  it.  It  is  approached 
from  Tourtemagne  on  the  Simplon 
road. 

2  miles  above  Tourtemagne  a 
bridge  over  the  Rhone  leads  in  1 
min.  to  the  village  of  Gampel  (^fftn, 
homely),  at  the  mouth  of  the  narrow 
and  steep  valley  of  the  Lotschthal, 
rising,  not  in  terraces,  but  with  a 
rapid  and  continuous  ascent  After 
Gampel  a  steep  ascent  up  the  L  bank 
of  the  Lonza  succeeds  (now  mastered 
by  a  good  road),  commanding  fine 
views  over  the  Rhone.  The  path  next 
enters  a  gorge.  About  an  hour  from 
Gampel  there  is  a  fall,  not  visible 
from  the  road,  of  no  great  height, 
but  a  large  volume  of  water.  Beyond 
the  (4  m.)  chapel  of  Koppigstein, 
which  is  constantly  swept  away  by 
avalanches,  you  (1  m.)  cross  the  Lonxa 
to  its  rt.  bank.  A  group  of  cottages 
soon  appears  in  a  lovely  scene  of 
meadow,  wood,  and  rock,  overhung  by 
superb  peaks,  after  which  the  cha- 
racter ot  the  valley  is  more  cheerful 
as  far  as 

1  ^  m.  Ferden  (^Tnn,  homely),  where  it 
turns  sharply  to  the  east  At  the  angle, 
the  view  along  both  branches  of  the 
valley  is  superb;  the  upper  portion  is 
wider  and  longer  than  tnat  which  has 
been  passed,  extending  to  the  great 
Lotscngletscher,  a  branch  of  the  sea  of 
ice  around  the  Jungfrau,  overhung  by 
the  Lauterbrunn  Breithom  on  one  side, 
and  the  Schienhom,  an  offset  of  the 
Aletschhorn,  on  the  other;  while  on  the 
S.  the  Nesthom  and  other  very  lofty 


mountains  rise  steeply  in  icy  peaks. 
The  cure's  house  at 
Kippel^  15  min.  from  Ferden,  affords 

Eoor  accommodation  for  sleeping,  but 
as  hitherto  been  the  usual  lodging  of 
visitors  to  this  valley.  Joseph  Appener 
is  a  good  g^ide.  The  cure  was  an 
active  mountaineer,  but  is  now  an  old 
man.  Few  or  none  of  the  people  can 
speak  anything  but  their  own  German 
patois.  It  is  said  that  equally  good 
accommodation  can  be  obtained  1^  hr. 
(4  miles)  higher  up,  at 

Flatten^  which  is  reached  through 
magnificent  larch  woods,  after  whi^ 
on  ascending  to  the  Loetschberg  there 
is  about  2^  lirs.  over  pastures,  bare 
stony  slopes,  and  beas  of  snow,  to 
the  Col  (8796  ft.),  overhung  by  the 
grand  precipices  of  the  Bum-nom, 
which  forms  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Altels  group.  [*«  By  giving  2  or  3  hrs. 
more  to  the  excursion,  a  high  peak 
to  the  E.,  called  the  Hbch'hom^  may  be 
ascended.  Oar  guide  did  not  sug- 
gest it  till  we  had  nearly  reached  the 
Col,  from  which  it  is  1^  hr.,  chiefly 
over  ice.  Some  fearfully  steep  slopes 
are  to  be  crossed,  from  which  the 
^e  plunges  down  right  into  the 
Gasterenthal,  5000  to  6000  ft  be- 
neath. A  singular  and  most  striking 
scene  occurs  in  passing  round  an  in- 
sulated steeple  of  rock,  rising  out  of 
the  ice,  with  a  pool  of  clear  blue  water 
at  its  foot.  Between  it  and  the  peak 
lies  a  narrow  isthmus  of  ice,  sloping 
steeply  down  on  either  side  ;  after 
passing  this,  the  icy  shoulder  of  the 
mountain  is  to  be  wound  round,  with 
empty  space  on  two  sides  ;  and  then 
the  utst  ascent  up  a  sharp  pile  of 
stones,  takes  15  min.  The  view  i« 
superb.  To  the  S.  and  S.W.  Monte 
Rosa,  the  Matterhom,  and  Mont 
Blanc  towering  fiEtr  above  nearer 
mountains,  are  me  leading  objects.  To 
the  E.  the  Tschingel-horn  and  other 
points  of  the  chain  on  which  we  stood, 
extending  to  the  Jungfrau  and  the 
Aletschhorner.  To  the  W.  a  sea  of 
lower  mountains  towards  the  Simmen- 
thal,  and  an  extensive  view  over  the 
Bernese  lowlands.  Retracing  our 
course  for  a  good  way,  we  then  de- 
scended over  Dare  rocks  and  beds  of 
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snow  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Balm- 
gletscber,  and  reached  in  a  ahort  2  hrs. 
from  the  Hoch-hom  the  point  where 
the  direct  route  across  the  Lotschberg 
quits  the  glacier,  after  lying  across  it 
probably  for  1^  to  2  m.  Thence  there 
18  about  1^  hr.  of  very  steep  descent 
into  the  Gasterenthal.  The  river  is  to 
be  crossed  by  a  bridge,  which  must 
not  be  missed  :  thence  to  Kandersteg, 
about  2  hrs."— iE7.  TT.] 

Even  without  making  the  excursion 
to  the  Hochhom,  the  view  from  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  extremely  fine, 
decidedly  superior  to  that  from  the 
Gemini,  or  any  of  the  passes  over  the 
chain  to  the  £  of  it.  In  descending 
into  the  Gasterenthal  there  are  some 
long  slopes  of  snow,  giving  opportunity 
for  a  glitaade ;  when  the  glacier  is 
reached,  which  now  covers  over  the 
old  track,  it  is  advisable  to  keep  to  its 
L  hand  or  W.  side,  nearest  to  the  rocks 
of  the  Altels,  which  towers  over  the 
valley.  AAer  nearly  an  hour's  descent 
over  the  glacier  the  track  emerges 
into  the  Gasterenthal  near  to  the 
chAIets  of  Im  Selden  (Rt^  35).  The 
view  of  the  surrounding  peaks  and 
the  Kander  glacier  descending  from 
the  high  plateau  at  its  upper  ex- 
tremity is  magnificent  (see  Kte.  35). 
The  lower  end  of  the  Gasterenthal 
is  crowded  with  huge  blocks,  some 
of  them  probably  brought  down  by 
avalandies,  while  others  have  been 
transported  by  ice  from  the  peaks  at 
the  head  of  the  valley.  In  2  hrs.  the 
traveller  reaches  Kandersteg  (Bte. 
37> 


KOUTE  39. 

PJLB8  Of  THE  RAWTL. — ^THUV,  OB  W- 
TEBLAKEN,  TO  SION  OB  8IEBBE. — 
THE  aBIMMI. 

The  pass  of  the  Rawyl  begins  a^ 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
pass,  a  good  halting-place,  about  36 
m.  from  Thun;  diligence  twice  a  day 
from  Thun  to  Zweisimmen,  thence 
3  hrs.  walk  to  An  der  Lenk  ;  thence 
to  Sion,  over  the  mountain,  is  Mlj 
10  hrs.,  or  to  Sierre  11  lirs.  It 
is  traversed  sometimes  on  horseback, 
but  is  better  calculated  for  the  pedes- 
trian. From  Sion  to  the  top  of  Uie 
pass  there  ie  a  good  mule-path,  re- 
cently much  improved.  Nothing  hot 
a  little  milk  is  to  be  had  between  An 
der  Lenk  and  Sion,  therefore  provi- 
sions ought  to  be  taken.  The  scenery 
on  both  sides  of  the  pass  resembles 
that  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Gemmi. 

The  village  of  An  der  Lenk  may 
be  reached  from  the  lake  of  Thun, 
by  following  the  Simmenthal,  along 
which  there  is  a  good  char-road,  or 
by  the  Biemtigen  Thai  and  the  pass 
or  the  Grimmi,  a  route  accessible  only 
to  pedestrians;  or,  thirdly,  by  Ern- 
tigen,  the  Enestligen  Thai,  and 
Adelboden.  Tne  scenery  by  the 
Diemtie^n  Thai  is  inferior ;  and 
there  is  little   saving  of  time.      In 

fung  from  Interlaken  the  way  by  the 
ngstligen  Thai  is  decidedly  shorter 
for  pedestrians. 

a.  The  road  up  the  Simmenthal  is  de- 
scribed (Bte.  42)  as  far  as  Zweisimmen. 
Thence  the  char-road  is  continued, 
bearing  to  the  L  up  the  Ober  Sim- 
menthal, about  10  m.,  to  An  der  Lenk. 

b.  The  route  by  the  Diemtigen  Thai 
leaves  the  Simmenthal  at  Lattenbach 
10  m.  from  Thun.  A  path  there 
strikes  off  up  the  Diemtigen  Thai, 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  dnivel,  and 
follows  its  1.  bank  through  Diemtigen 
and  Narrenbach,  then  recrosses  it  to 

Thiermatten,  where  there  is  an  inn, 
about  4  hrs.  from  Lattenbach,  or  4^ 
from  Wimmis,  from  whence  a  path 
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moants  the  valley  bj  the  rt.  bank. 
About  a  mile  beyond  this  it  again 
passes  the  stream,  and,  learing  it  on 
the  L,  gradoally  ascends  to  the  pass 
of  the  Grimmi  (5580  ft).,  3  hrs.  nrom 
Thiermatten.  Desoending  throueh 
the  Fermel  Thai  (a  fertile  ralley,  omy 
6  m.  long),  it  reaches 

Matten,  in  the  Upper  Simmenthal, 
on  the  char-road  leading  from  Zvrei- 
simmen  to  An  der  Lenk,  4  m. 

c.  The  route  by  theEngstligen  Thai 
^uits  the  road  of  the  Gemmi  at  Fm- 
tigen  (Rte.  37),  where  the  torrent 
from  that  ralley  joins  the  Kander  (5.^ 
hrs.  from  Interlaken).  From  Fru- 
tigen  it  is  a  walk  of  4}  hrs.  to  Adtl- 
b^en,  where  there  is  a  small  Inn  near 
the  church.  A  pedestrian  in  good 
training  who  has  started  early  from 
Interlaken,  may  reach  An  der  Lenk 
in  the  same  day  by  the  low  pass  of 
the  Hahnenmoost  3  hrs.  walk  to 

An  der  Lenk — Trms :  Bad-Hohliebe, 
excellent,  landlord  speaks  English: 
Bar;  Stem;  Krone,  clean  and  reason- 
able, attentive  host ;  beautifully  situ- 
ated near  the  base  of  the  Wildstrubel 
(10,716  Eng.  ft.)  Strong  sulphureous 
springs,  temp.  48°  F.,  much  used  by 
the  Swiss,    3309  ft.  above  sea. 

The  Simmen  rises  about  6  m.  above 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  of  Riizliberg,  from  a  source 
called  the  Seven  Fountains.  In  the 
source  itself  there  is  little  to  compen- 
sate for  the  trouble  of  the  ascent  to 
it,  but  the  scenery  around  it  is  ot 
great  grandeur.  Bietween  it  and  An 
der  Lenk  the  Simmen  forms  several 
cascades.  There  is  a  char-road  for 
about  3  m.  from  An  der  Lenk  towards 
the  Sieben  Brunnen.  An  interesting 
account  of  glacier  excursions  about 
An  der  Lenk,  including  two  ascents  of 
the  Wildstrubel,  and  a  passage  over  the 
glaciers  between  this  and  the  Gemmi 
pass,  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Hinchliff 
m  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers.' 

The  path  to  Sion,  is  passable  for  a  char 
for  about  3  m.  Instead  of  proceeding 
towards  the  source  of  the  Simmen, 
it  ascends  the  L  bank  of  its  tributary, 
the  Iffigenbach;  and  the  gorge  of  that 
torrent,  flanked  by  vast  precipices,  is 
in  places  very  grand. 


The  solitary  traveller  should  beware 
of  losing  time  by  crossing  a  tempting 
bridge  about  hal^ay  to  Iffigen,  a 
little  below  a  very  picturesque  water- 
fall. 

Iffigen^  a  gproup  of  farm-houses,  one 
of  which  is  a  tolerable  Inn,  at  the  N. 
base  of  the  Rawyl,  near  which  the 
Iffigenbach  makes  a  very  fine  &11,  is  a 
go^  2  hrs.  walk  from  L«nk.  Another 
2^  hrs.  will  bring  you  to  the  cross  on 
the  summit  by  proceeding  steadily. 

A  series  of  zigzags  mounts  the  steep 
side  of  the  mountain  above  Iffigen.  The 
path  has  been  excellently  constructed 
over  this  part  of  the  pass,  and  work- 
men are  constantly  employed  in  keep- 
ing it  in  repair.  The  small  cascades 
that  used  to  fall  on  the  path  from  the 
rock  above,  have  been  diverted,  and 
the  way  throuehout  is  so  broad  that 
the  most  timid  person  need  not  fear 
any  uneasiness.  From  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  looking  N.,  a  fine  view 
expands  over  the  valley  of  An  der 
Lenk,  and  the  mountains  of  the  Sim- 
menthal covered  with  fine  pastures  and 
farmhouses.  Crossing  a  bed  of  snow, 
the  path  leads  up  to 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Rawyl,  marked  by  a  cross  (7960  fu). 
The  summit  is  probably  2  m.  broad, 
covered  with  loose  shattered  frag- 
ments of  slate,  and  almost  utterly 
bare  of  vegetation.  When  clouds  lie 
on  the  pass,  a  stranger  cannot  trace  the 
path  over  the  stones,  which  is  tedious 
from  the  number  of  gullies,  and  the  al- 
ternately crumbUngandslippery  nature 
of  the  soil,  consisting  of  clay-slate, 
which  sradually  changes  into  clay.  A 
small  uike  is  reached  before  the  tra- 
veller K&ins  the  brow  of  the  S.  decli- 
vity of  the  mountain,  consisting  of 
precipices  similar  to  those  on  the  side 
of  Berne.  The  view  hence  of  the 
mountains  on  the  S.  side  of  the  vale  of 
the  Rhone,  especially  of  the  Mat- 
terhom  and  its  glaciers,  is  sublime. 
A  zigzag  path  conducts  down  the 
cliffs  to  ue  chalets  of  Bawin  in  1  hr. 
15  min.  The  descent  is  good,  the 
path  having  been  recently  recon- 
structed. Close  to  these  chalets  two 
large  bodies  of  water  burst,  one  on 
either  hand  from  the  cliffs,  forming 
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fine  fbUs.  That  on  the  rt  has  an  un- 
coinmonlj  line  and  singular  appear- 
ance, bursting  out  of  a  black  cleft  in 
the  face  of  a  broad  and  precipitous 
rock,  in  5  or  6  distinct  columns,  and 
afterwards  forming  a  fine  wild  tumble 
of  foaming  water.  Though  appa- 
rently clear  when  issuing  from  the 
rock,  it  has  no  sooner  touched  the 
eronnd  than  it  becomes  a  river  of 
liquid  mud,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  a  short  way  below  separated  from 
the  torrent,  and  conducted  very  in- 
geniously along  the  &ce  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  at  one  part  a^rainst  a  per- 
pendicular cliff,  till,  aner  a  course 
of  several  miles,  it  jfertilises  the 
meadows  near  Ayent. 

Two  paths  branch  off  at  the  chft- 
lets  of  Rawm;  the  one  leading  in  5J 
hrs.  to  Sierre ;  the  other,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  stream,  through  Ayent 
to  Sion  in  4}  hrs.  The  walk  from 
the  chlUets  of  Rawin  to  Sierre  is  very 
fatiguing,  owing  to  the  frequent 
ascents  and  descents.  For  nearly  half 
an  hour  from  Rawin,  the  rt.-hand  path 
runs  nearly  on  a  level :  it  next  rises 
for  some  distance  to  turn  a  rocky  bar- 
rier, and  then  descends  on  Ayent.  Foot 
passengers  can  avoid  this  ascent  by  fol- 
lowing the  bank  of  the  water-course 
before  mentioned,  which  saves  nearly 
an  hour.  The  most  dangerous  part 
takes  10  min.  or  ^  hr.  to  traverse. 
The  only  way  of  passing  is  along  trees 
supported  on  cross  bars  against  the 
fiice  of  the  precipitous  rocks  at  a  con- 
siderable height  above  the  stream. 
The  scene  here  is  very  g^and.  The 
rock  hanes  over  on  the  rt.  side,  and  on 
thel.  recedes  beneath  to  a  depth  of  1000 
ft  The  trees  are  placed  singly  above 
the  bed  of  the  watercourse,  and  are  not 
more  than  a  few  inches  wide,  and  not 
very  firmly  secured,  which  increases 
the  danger.  This  track  should  not 
he  attempted  by  persons  in  the  least 
liable  to  riddiness  or  nervousnessr 

The  other  and  longer  road  is  prac- 
ticable for  mules  from  Sion  up  to 
the  top  of  the  pass.  For  some  dis- 
tance It  lies  amidst  forests  of  fir. 
It  unites  with  the  footpath  before 
reaching 

Ayent  (accommodation  at  the  cur  fa). 


about  3  hrs.  walk  from  the  summit, 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Grimseln. 

Sion  (Rte.  56),  in  1^  hr. 

At  Sion,  experienced  guides  and 
mules  may  be  obtained  for  the  ascent 
of  the  Bawyl,  called  Bavou^  in  the 
patois  of  the  Yalais. 


ROUTE  40. 

LENK  TO  LAUENEN,  BY  THE  TftDTTLIS- 
BERG. — ^LAUBNEN  TO  OSTEIO,  BY  THE 
CHBINE17. 

This  is  a  mule-road  of  5^  hrs.,  and 
does  not  require  a  guide.  Beyond 
the  church  of  An  der  Lenk,  the  path, 
after  traversing  meadows  and  groves 
and  pastoral  scenery  with  the  magni- 
ficent glaciers  of  the  Wildstriibel  and 
the  Wudhom  in  sight,  begins  to  as- 
cend on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley  to 
the  Ober  Stafibl,  a  plain  which  is 
reached  in  2^  hrs.  An  hour  more 
brings  the  traveller  to  the  pass  of 
Triittlisberg  (about  5900  ft.),  between 
the  Dauben  and  the  Stublen.  A  steep 
descent  leads  in  1^  hr.  to 

Lauenen  (Inn:  Bar,  rough,  but  not 
uncomfortaDle),  whence  in  2  hrs.  over 
the  Chrinen  (5000  ft.).  [Saanen  may 
be  reached  in  2  hrs.  from  Lauenen 
(Kte.  42)  by  a  good  char-road  through 
very  pleasing  scenery.] 

Qsteig.  Inn :  Hirsch,  dear  and  dirty, 
but  not  so  bad  as  it  looks.    (Bte.  41.) 
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ROUTE  41. 

I>A88    OF  THE    8ANET8CH    (iN    FRENCH 
SENIN). — BAANEN  TO  SION. 

About  12  hn. 

This  is  a  long,  steep,  and  tedious 
horse-pass,  but  not  danjrerous  except 
in  very  bad  weather.  The  village  of 
Saanen  (or  Gessonay),  and  the  road 
between  it  and  Thun,  are  described  in 
Rte.  42.  Char-road  from  Saanen  to 
Gsteig,  about  11  m. 

At  Btaad  the  path  turns  S.  by  the 
▼alley  of  the  Scutne,  the  upper  end  of 
whicn  is  called  Gestig-Thal,  to 

Gsteia  (Ch4telet  in  French),  (frm 
tolerable),  the  highest  village  in  it, 
situated  close  under  the  lofty  and  pre- 
cipitous Mittaghom,  and  near  the 
foot  of  the  Sanetsch,  the  most  west- 
erly of  the  passes  over  the  Bernese 
chain. 

[From  Gsteig  there  is  an  easy  pass 
by  the  Col  de  PxlUm  (5150  ft.),  which 
leads  to  the  new  Hotel  des  Diablerets 
(Rte.  48),  and  to  Les  Bes  in  the  Val 
d'Ormond  dessus,  whence  there  is  a 
beautiful  path  to  Bex  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix,  and  a  char-road  by  Sepey  to 
Aigle  and  the  lower  Valais.] 

it  is  advisable  to  sleep  at  Gsteig, 
from  which  Sion  is  distant  10  easy 
hrs.,  or  8  hrs.  hard  walking.  The  pass 
rises  from  this  place  in  a  very  preci- 
pitous manner,  and  often  resembles  the 
pass  of  the  GemmL  f  hr.  above 
Gsteie  the  Saane  makes  a  beautiful 
fall,  clearing  the  face  of  the  rock  by 
at  least  100  ft.  In  the  evenine  it  is 
crowned  by  an  iris.  The  path  con- 
tinues by  the  side  of  the  Saane  up  to 
its  source.  Lovely  view  looking  back 
on  Gsteig.    After  a  climb  of 

2  hrs.  a  grassy  plain  is  entered, 
which  is  surrounded  with  abrupt 
rocky  mountains,  and  which  iMds  by 
a  gentle  ascent  of  an  hr.  to 


The  Aimmtf,  7365  ft.  above  the 
level,  a  wild,  rocky,  solitary  plain  3  or 
4  m.  long,  called  Kreutzboden,  barely 
relieved  by  a  fSsw  patches  of  vegetation. 
To  the  W.  the  Sans  Fleuron  glacier 
descends  frt>m  the  Oldenkom  (ascended 
in  1857  by  Mr  Hinchliff  and  Mr. 
Bradshaw  Smith),  near  to  the  summit 
the  Kreutsboden.  The  pass  is  not 
a  g^and  one,  but  the  mountains  of 
the  great  chain  of  the  Alps  are 
finely  seen,  from  Mt.  Velan  and 
Mt.  Combin  to  the  Dent  d'Erin  and 
the  Bent  Blanche,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Matterhom.  But  neither 
that  remarkable  peak  nor  any  ]Murt  of 
the  Weisshom,  Kothhom,  or  Monte 
Rosa,  are  visible.  The  whole  of  the 
straight,  steep  Val  d'Erin  from  the 
Valais,  and  tne  glacier  of  Ferp^e, 
are  seen  directly  in  front  On  the 
other  side  the  descent  is  steep  but 
grassy  all  the  way  down  to  the  pine 
forests,  through  which  the  road  to  Sion 
is  tedious,  but  not  unpleasing. 

2  m.  fr^m  the  summit  the  Morge  river 
is  crossed,  and  after  4  m.of  bad  winding 
road,  passing  a  chAlet,  is  again  crossed 
by  the  Pont  Neuf,  a  substantial  stone 
foot-bridge  200  ft  above  the  bhick 
stream.  "There  is  a  very  pleasing 
yet  erand  view  from  this  point  The 
black  slate  rocks  rise  on  the  £.  to  a 
heiriit  of  about  2500  ft.  Portions  of 
rock  have  been  detached  and  stand 
upright  from  the  valley,  each  the 
height  of  a  small  mountam.  The  hill 
on  the  W.  is  covered  with  fir-trees. 
A  white  horizontal  line  will  be  ob- 
served on  the  face  of  the  slate  moun* 
tain  (rt.) ;  this  is  the  wall  of  a  water- 
course c<Mistructed  at  the  sole  expense 
of  a  farmer's  wife  to  supply  her  natire 
village  with  water  for  irrigation,  of 
which  she  had  felt  the  want  in  her 
lifetime,  and  for  which  she  left  the 
whole  of  her  fortune  at  her  death." 
The  descent  continues  for  abdut  5  m. 
through  the  ravine  of  the  Moreo. 
Near  its  mouth  is  a  ruined  castle, 
and  fine  view  oyer  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  the  Matterhom,  &c.  The 
only  villaee, 

(jhand<3in(liumble  Irm,  good  vnne) 

is  the  first  place  from  Gsteig  where 

I  refreshments  can  be  procured.    Here 
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Mid  »t  Sa^iese  are  many  narrow  lanes^ 
throng  which  the  way  is  intricate  to 
find.  Fine  view,  as  you  descend,  of  the 
8  catties  of 

8ion  (Bte.  56).  {Time  from  8ion: 
walking  to  Chandolin  H\a,;  to  sum- 
mit of  pass,  4  hrs.;  to  Gsteig,  d^  hrs.) 


BOUTE  42. 

THUK  TO  VBVAY,  BY"  THB  SIMMEN- 
THAL  ;  BA  AlfEN,  CHITEAU  D'OEZ, 
ASTD  ORaTERES  : — PASS  OF  THE  DENT 
DE  JAMAN. 

26^  leagues  »  79  £ng.  m. 

L6flgQ6fli  Sng.  n. 
Thon 
Wdssenbnrg  .  • 
ZweiBimmen  .  . 
Btaaxea  (GeaMoay) 
CbAteaa  d'Oez .  . 
MontboTooi .  .  • 
Balle  .... 
Veray    .... 
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An  excellent  carriage-road  has 
been  made  through  the  Sinmienthal, 
but  it  has  lately  &llen  into  disuse 
owing  to  the  rly.  communication  by 
Berne.  The  inns  and  the  means  of 
trayelling  are  not  good.  The  ralley 
abounds  in  rich  cultivation,  fields,  or- 
chards, and  garden  meadows  reaching 
to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  with  houses 
and  villages  lying  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  varied  with  fir  forests,  rocky 
gorges  and  open  basins,  entirely  of  a 
pastoral  character. 

A  diligence  with  9  seats  starts  every 
morning  from  Thun,  and  reaches 
Saanen  (Fr.  Gessonay)  in  9  hrs.    A 


lighter  vehicle  with  6  places  only  leaves 
Saanen  in  the  mommg,  and  reaches 
Vevay  in  about  10  hrs.  Those  who 
can  walk  or  ride  will  prefer  to  reach 
Vevay  from  Ch&teau  d  Oex,  or  Mont* 
bovon,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 

6  m.  The  entrance  to  the  Simmen- 
thai  lies  between  the  Stockhom  on  the 
rt  and  the  Kiesen  on  Uie  L,  and  is 
approached  from  Thun  by  the  road 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake  fsea 
Rte.  37),  and  the  banks  of  the  Kanoer, 
as  far  as  its  junction  with  the  Simmeo, 
a  little  below  the  picturesque  castle 
of  Wimmis,  which  our  road  passes 
on  the  1.  Brothansi  is  iU>out  1  m.  from 
Wimmis,  at  foot  of  Niesen.  7rm,  Hirsclk 

About  34  m.  farther  is  Erlenbcuik 
{Tnn,  Krone).  From  this  parsonage 
Latrobe  started  on  those  Alpine  expe- 
ditions which  he  has  described  in  so 
admirable  and  interesting  a  manner  in 
his  Alpewtook  (aai  exo^ent  English 
guide  with  a  foreign  name).  The 
Stockhom  (3  hrs.  ascent)  rises  almost 
immediately  behind  the  village  of  £r* 
lenbach. 

4^m«  W<»s8tfn6iir^  [has  a  rough  conn* 
try  Inn  (Post),  where  mules  may  be 
faired,  and  chairs  with  bearers,  to  ooA* 
vey  persons  who  do  not  choose  to  walk, 
to  the  Sulphur  Baths  of  WeisserAurg^  be* 
tween  2  and  3  m,  from  this.  There  is 
an  ascent  immediately  on  leaving  the 
village,  but  after  that  the  path  winds 
through  a  beautiful  and  picturesque 
defile,  narrowing  at  every  step  into  a 
profound  chasm,  till  suddenly  the  Old 
bath-house,  singularly  situated  in  its 
recesses,  bursts  upon  the  view.  This 
large  buildine  is jmaced  in  a  little  nook 
between  the  boiling  torrent  Biintschi 
and  the  rocks,  leaving  barely  space 
sufficient  for  the  house  and  baths. 
This  building  is  now  almost  excln* 
sively  occupied  by  peasants,  as  a  large 
new  hotel  and  bath-house  of  a  superior 
class  has  lately  been  opened.  This  is 
said  to  be  very  well  kept  by  an  atten- 
tive landlord,  and  the  charges  are 
reasonable.  The  scenery  around  is 
highly  picturesoue,  but  inaccessible  to 
all  but  stout  climbers,  except  along 
the  road  to  Weissenburg.  The  waters 
are  said  to  contain  magnesia,  soda, 
and  iron,  and  are  considered  efficado'^  ~ 
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in remo^nginternal  olMtructions.  The 
source  is  situated  about  i  m.  higher  up 
in  the  gorge,  and  the  water,  which  has 
a  temperature  of  above  82o  Fahr.  con- 
reyea  to  the  baths  in  wooden  pipes 
carried  along  the  face  of  the  precipice. 
Some  way  up  the  ravine  the  pea- 
sants have  formed  a  pathway  out  of 
it  to  the  upper  pastures,  by  cutting 
notches  or  rude  steps  in  the  face  of  the 
rock,  and  partly  by  attaching  ladders 
to  it.  By  this  means  they  scale  a  dizzy 
precipice  between  200  and  300  ft.  high. 
The  pedestrian  bound  for  the  upper 
Simmenthal  need  not  retrace*  his  steps 
to  Weissenburg,  as  there  is  a  short 
cut  direct  from  the  baths  to  Oberwyl, 
on  the  high  road.] 

4^  m.  BoUingen  {Inn:  Biur ;  trout-fish- 
ing here),  a  village  situated  2600  ft 
above  the  sea,  a  little  to  the  S.  of  the 
old  castle  of  Simmeneck.  The  ruined 
oastle  of  Laubeck  overlooks  the  road, 
which  is  now  carried  round  the  emi- 
nence, avoiding-  a  steep  ascent.  The 
eorge  of  Laubeck  is  a  scene  of  gran- 
deur. Near  Beidenbach  there  are  coal- 
mines. [Two  paths  lead  from  Beiden- 
bach to  BuUe,  each  in  about  8  hrs. 
One  over  the  Klus  is  steeper  and  more 
mountainous ;  the  other,  by  Bader^ 
moos,  through  lower  country,  with 
pastoral  scenery  alternating  with  pine 
forests.  Either  path  leads  down  the 
valley  of  the  Jaun  and  shortens  the 
journey  to  BuUe  by  about  4  leagues.] 
The  river  is  crossed  S  times  before 
reaching 

6^  m.  Zumsimmen,  a  village  of  1 200 
Inhab.,  composed  of  old  brown  and  red 
wooden  houses  (no  good  Inn:  Lion; 
KroneX  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
great  and  lesser  Simmen.  The  Castle 
of  Blankenburg  crowns  the  height 
about  a  mile  above  it.  Until  the 
democratic  revolutions  in  canton 
Berne,  it  was  the  residence  of  the 
landvog^  who  now  occupies  his  own 
humble  farm-house  beside  it.  It  is 
stiU  the  seat  of  the  government,  and 
the  prison.  [A  char-road  1.  runs  hence 
past  (3  m.)  St  Stephan  {Fnn:  Alter 
SchweitcerX  to  (2^  m.)  Matten  and 
(3}  m.)  An  der  Lenk  (see  Bte.  39).] 

The  road  to  Bulle  and  Yevay  now 
quits  the  Simmenthal  by  a  very  steep 


ascent,  through  beautiful  scenery,  in 
which  rugged  peaks  of  limestone  are 
interspersed  with  grand  forests  of  pine, 
and,  turning  to  the  S.W.,  crosses  an 
elevated  tract  of  pasture-land  called  the 
Saanen-Moser,  till  it  descends  upon 

9  m.  Socmen  (Fr.  Oessonay) — Inns : 
Grosslandhaus  ;  H.  de  Kranich  ; 
rOurs),  the  principal  place  in  the 
pastoral  valley  of  the  upper  Saane 
(Sarine),  whose  inhabitants  are  al- 
most exclusively  cattle -owners,  or 
occupied  in  their  dairies,  and  in  manu- 
facturing excellent  cheese,  exported 
to  all  parts  of  the  world  as  Gruyeres 
cheese.  A  kind  peculiar  to  the  valley, 
too  delicate  to  Dear  exportation,  is 
called  Fotschari-kase.  [The  ascent  of 
the  Sanetsch  Pass  (Bte.  41)  is  made 
from  this.  There  is  also  a  pleasant 
footpath  leading  to  Gruy^re  over 
Grubenberg  in  2f  hrs.;  then  by  Ab- 
latsehen  li  hr.;  then  bv  Jaun  1^  hr« 
(Bellegarde  in  French),  /nti,  clean* 
And  lastly  down  the  valley  of  the 
Jaun. 

The  road  beyond  this  is  hilly.  A 
little  below  Saanen  we  pass  out  of 
Berne  into  canton  VaucL  German, 
the  language  of  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  -valley,  is  soon  exchanged  for 
a  French  patois,  in  the  lower  por- 
tion, which  is  called  Pays  d'en  haut 
Bomand.  The  first  Vaudois  village,  2} 
m.,  is  Bougemont  (Germ.  Bothberg 
— Inn:  Kreutz).  Its  chateau  was  for- 
merly a  convent 

H  m.  Chdteau d* Oex  (Oeach) — {Inns: 
L'Ours ;  Maison  de  Ville) — a  village 
of  612  Inhab.,  3030  ft  above  the  sea, 
rebuilt  after  a  conflagration  which 
almost  entirely  consumed  it  The 
chateau,  after  which  it  is  named,  is 
replaced  by  a  church  on  the  height 
where  once  it  stood.  The  road  next 
crosses  the  Saane  to  1^  m.  Moulms, 
[Hence  a  path  strikes  off  leading  into 
Uie  Val  des  Ormonds  (Bte.  43)  by  the 
Monette,  and  also  into  that  over  the 
Dent  de  Jaman.]  At  1^  m.  a  turn  to 
the  L  leads  across  the  river,  passing 
to  Bossinieret  the  Pension  kept  by  Mr. 
Henschoz.  It  is  highly  praised ;  cnarge 
for  bed  and  boara,  4  fr.  50  c.  a  day. 
The  pass  of  the  Tine  between  rery 
I  grand  rocks  and  pines  leads  to 
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4  m.  Monthcffxm — (Bubenberg.  Imt : 
DeDt  de  Jaman,  fair,  clean,  and  ciril) 
— which  Byron  calls  "a  pretty  scraggy 
Tillage,  with  a  wild  river  and  a  wocfden 
bridge:"  it  is  situated  in  canton  Frey- 
burg.  A  few  horses  are  kept  here  for 
hire.  It  is  better  to  order  them  firom 
Vevay  the  day  before. 

[A  horse^path  over  the  his'hly  inte- 
resting Pass  o^Z>mt  de  Jamanl J ommen 
Pass),  4890  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  de- 
scending upon  the  Lake  of  Geneva 
above  Montreuz,  will  bring  the  tra- 
veller to  Vevay,  a  walk  of  5  hrs. 
After  reaching  the  Col.  and  descend- 
ing about  ^  hr.  the  path  divides, 
the  rt.  leading  to  Vevay,  the  1.  to 
Montreux.  Guide  needless.  Byron, 
who  crossed  this  path,  describes 
the  whole  route  as  *'  beautiful  as 
a  dream."  **  The  view  from  the 
highest  points  (we  had  both  sides  of 
the  Jura  before  us  in  one  point  of 
view,  with  alps  in  plenty)  comprises, 
on  one  side,  the  greatest  part  of 
Lake  Leman  ;  on  the  other,  the  val- 
leys and  mountain  of  the  canton  of 
Freiburg,  and  an  immense  plain,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neuch&tel  and  Morat 
and  all  which  the  borders  of  the 
Lake  of  Geneva  inhirit  The  music 
of  the  cow's  bells  (for  their  wealth, 
like  the  patriarch's,  is  cattle)  in  the 
pastures,  which  reach  to  a  heieht  far 
above  any  mountains  in  Britain,  and 
the  shepherds  shouting  to  us  from 
craff  to  crag,  and  playing  on  their 
reeoB,  where  the  steeps  appeared  al- 
most inaccessible,  with  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  realized  all  that  I  have 
ever  heard  or  imagined  of  a  pas- 
toral existence — much  more  so  than 
Greece  or  Asia  Minor,  for  there  we 
have  a  little  too  much  of  the  sabre 
and  musket  order,  and  if  there  is  a 
crook  in  one  hand,  you  are  sure  to 
see  a  gun  in  the  other ;  but  this  was 
pure  and  immixed — solitary,  savage, 
and  patriarchal.  As  we  went  they 
played  the  *Banz  de  Vaches*  and 
other  airs  by  way  of  farewelL  I  have 
lately  repeopled  my  mind  with  nature." 
— Byron  a  Journal. 

The  view  from  the  Col  commands 
great  part  of  the  lake,  but  to  see  the 


Oberland  range  yon  must  dimb  the 
Dmi  itself,  2  hrs.  from  the  CoL  From 
Vevay  to  the  Col  is  4  hrs.  walk.] 

The  carriage-road  from  Montbovon 
to  Veva^  makes  a  very  long  detour  : 
descending  the  valley  of  the  Saane, 
and  ciroUng  around  the  base  of  the 
Moliaon  (6181  ft.),  the  highest  moun- 
tain in  canton  Freybur?,  it  passes 
under  the  hills  crowned  by  the  castle 
and  town  of 

7  m.  Oruy^es  (German,  Greyerz)— 
Inns:  not  good.  This  dirty  little 
mouldering  town  of  375  Inhab.  is  ex- 
tremely picturesque  from  its  position 
on  the  face  of  a  hill,  the  top  of 
which  is  crowned  by  the  Castle^  very 
commanding  from  its  situation,  and 
well  preserved.  Its  owners,  the  Counts 
of  Gruydres,  were  sovereigns  of  the 
surrounding  district  down  to  1554^ 
when  the  family  became  bankrupt, 
and  the  creditors  seized  and  sold  tne 
lordship  to  Berne,  so  that  the  last 
descendant  died  in  a  strange  land. 
The  castle  has  been  sold  to  M.  Rory, 
who  has  repaired  it  with  taste. 
The  gloomy  antiquity  of  the  in- 
terior corresponds  with  the  cha- 
racter of  its  watch-towers,  battle- 
ments, and  loop-holes  as  seen  from 
without.  The  walls  are  14  ft  thick, 
the  halls  vaulted  and  dimly  lighted 
by  small  windows :  in  one  is  a  fire- 
place at  which  oxen  were  roasted 
whole.  The  torture  chamber  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  contained  the  rack, 
which  had  been  used  within  the  pre- 
sent eentary  to  inflict  punishment. 
The  Ch.  of  St.  Thiodulei\2fA)  contains 
a  monument  with  marble  effigies  of 
a  Count  of  Gruyeres,  in  singular  cos- 
tume. The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
are  a  lazy  set,  many  of  them  pensioners 
of  a  very  rich  Hospital  here. 

The  language  spoken  by  the  people 
of  the  district,  a  dialect  of  the  Bo- 
mansch  (called,  in  German,  Gruverin- 
Welsch),  is  thought  to  prove  their 
descent  from  the  Burgundians.  It  is 
a  subject  worthy  the  attention  of  tra- 
vellers. The  ^strict  is  also  famous 
for  its  cheeses^  and  supplies  from  its 
rich  pastures  a  great  part  of  the 
40,000  centners  (cwt)  of  cheese  whir^* 
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canton  Freyburg  manufactores  yearly, 
and  which  is  chiefly  exported  under 
the  name  of  Gruy^re, 

The  watch-tower  of  La  Tour  de 
Treme  was  cm  outpost  of  the  Counts 
of  Gruyeres. 

3  DL  Buile  (Boll)--(/nn8:  Cheval 
Blanc ;  Maison  de  Y ille) — one  of  the 
most  industrious  towns  in  the  cantoo. 
It  contains  2000  Inhab.,  and  is  the  chief 
depot  for  the  Gruyere  cheese  made 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Saarine  and  of 
Charmey,  and  in  the  elevated  plateau 
of  which  it  is  the  centre.  It  i8  2300 
fk.  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  and  if 
the  ages  inscribed  on  the  tombstones 
form  any  test,  it  must  be  one  of  the 
healthiest  places  in  the  world.  There 
is  a  curious  old  chateau,  but  the  town 
is  modem,  having  been  burnt  in  1805. 
The  bise  or  N.E.  wind  blows  keenly 
over  the  plateau.  It  is  distant  about  1 8 
m.  from  Freyburg,  and  the  same  from 
Vevay.  A  diligence  daily  to  Bomont 
Stat,  on  the  my,  from  Freyburg  to 
Vevay. 

[From  BuUe  or  Gruyeres  may  be 
made  the  ascent  of  the  MoUaon  (QlSl 
ft),  commanding  a  magnificent  view.] 
^  Our  course  now  turns  S.  along  the 
hi^h  road  between  these  two  places, 
skirting  the  W.  base  of  the  Moleson  to 

11  m.  Chatel  St  Denis  (Kastels)— 
(Tim ;  Maison  de  Yille) — a  picturesque 
village  with  an  elevated  castle  on  the 
h  bank  of  the  Veveyse.  ^  m.  S.  of 
it  the  road  enters  canton  Vaud. 

An  excellent  road,  admirably  en- 
|;ineered,  carried  by  an  easy  descent 
m  zigzags  down  the  steep  hill  towards 
the  beautiful  lake  Leman,  conducts 
the  traveller  to 

8  m.  Ftfoay  (Ete.  56).  The  view  from 
this  road  is  nearly  as  fine  as  from 
the  Jaman,  so  that  you  have  no  reason 
to  rerret  the  enormous  bends  which 
it  makes,  though  they  lengthen  the 
journey  by  several  miles. 

[A  secluded  route  leads  from  Thun 
to  Gruy^re  as  follows:  2^  hrs.  Wat- 
terwyl,  2  hrs.  Gumigel,  2}  hrs. 
Schwefelbad,  4  hrs.  Schwarz  See  or 
Lake  of  Omeinaz,  2^  hrs.  Yalsainte, 
8  hrs.  Gruydre. 

The  Baths  of  6fttm^<?/(3782  ft.)  are 
much  frequented  by  the  Bernese.  The 


country  is  high  and  wooded.  Schwe- 
felbad, or  Batn  of  Ganterist,  is  a  de* 
caying  establishment  in  a  treeless 
country.  The  lake  of  Omeinaz  (3464 
ft.)  is  deservedly  called  the  Schwarta 
See.  Hospitable  quarters  at  a  ne* 
e^lected  bathing  establishment  on  its 
W .  shore.  The  surrounding  landscape 
is  charming.  The  Valsainte  is  a  mo- 
nastery in  a  smiling  valley.] 


ROUTE  43. 

CHItEAU  d'OEX  to  AIOLE  or  BEX,  BT 
THE  YALLET  DES  OBMOND8. 

A  bridle-path  (carriage-road  in  pro- 
grcM)  diverges  to  the  1.  from  the 
high  road  (Rte.  42)  at  Moulina,  near 
Chftteau  d*Oex,  and  leads  in  6  hrs. 
by  Comballaz  to  Sepey,  whence  there 
is  a  good  carriape-road,  by  a  long  in- 
cline  of  6|  m.,  to  Aigle. 

The  bridle-path  mounts  steeply  for 
i  hr.  Thenceforward  it  is  a  char- 
road,  and  pretty  level.  In  1}  m.  our 
path  turns  off  to  the  rt,  and  imme- 
diately crosses  a  stream  by  a  bridge. 
[The  road  that  is  quitted  leads  through 
the  V,  dEtivaz,  whence  easy  moun- 
tain-paths lead  into  the  Ormond  Des- 
sns.]  Hence  1}  m.  by  Lecherettef  a 
scattered  village  on  the  rt.  (where 
milk  and  wine  can  be  had).  It  is 
skirted,  not  passed  through.  In  ^  m. 
another  stream  is  crossed;  then  1  m. 
to  Zes  Mosses,  a  straggling  village  on 
elevated  meadows.  [The  elevated 
Lac  Lioaon  is  well  worth  a  visit. 
Turning  to  the  1.  from  Les  Mosses,  it 
may  be  reached  in  1  hr.  Ascend 
from  it  iu  i  hr.  the  Chausse  (7996  ft.), 
for  the  sake  of  its  erand  view  over 
the  Diablerets,  Dent.du  Midi,  and  Lac 
Lemao.  Hence  by  a  new  road,  and 
amidst  pine-forests,  rushing  cascades/ 
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'valleys,  and  movntains,  the  trayeller 
arriTes  at  Sepej  throogh  the  pictu- 
resqnc  ralley  of  Lea  Ormonds.!  In 
1|  m.  the  road  forks  (the  1.  hand 
branch  crosses  the  stream,  and  takes 
in.5^  m.  to  Plans  des  Iiles  [see  be- 
low]) ;  our  way  is  to  the  rt.,  and  leads 
in  j[  m.  to  Comballax,  A  rustic  but 
comfortable  Irm  and  Fension  (6000  ft.) 
^charge  5  fr.  a  day),  much  frequented 
m  summer  for  its  mountain  air  and 
sulphureous  mineral  spring  of  some 
celebrity.  It  is  seldom  fh«  from 
snow  before  the  end  of  June.  There 
IS  not  much  view  firom  the  place, 
though  many  pretty  excursions. 

2  m.  Sepey  {Inna :  r£toile  (fair^,  is 
one  of  3  pensions  of  a  homely  kind, 
moderate  in  their  charges,  as  well  as 
in  accommodation,  frequented  by 
Swiss,  who  resort  to  them  from  June 
to  the  end  of  August).  It  is  a  primi- 
ti-?e  town.  The  houses  are  entirely 
composed  of  wood ;  most  of  them  are 
eaired,  and  covered  with  verses  and 
texts  from  the  Bible. 

The  pasturages  in  this  valley  are 
eelebrated,  and  the  cheese,  cream, 
and  butter  of  Lea  Ormonds  ("  Ormond 
Dessus  "  al)ove  Sepepr,  and  *'  Dessoas  " 
below  it)  equal  any  m  the  canton. 

Sepey  may  also  be  conveniently 
reached  from  Bte.  42  by  turning  on 
at  Samen,  and  takine  a  char  to  Gsteig 
(in  French,  Chfttelet),  8^  m.  Thence 
a  bridle>path  over  the  Col  de  Filhn  to 
a  level  tract  in  the  valley  of  the  Ot' 
mond  Dessus  (3}  hrs.),  called  Plan  des 
Isles,  where  there  is  a  veryf favourite 
Pension  and  Hotel,  H.  des  Diablerets. 
Here  the  char-roaid  begins.  It  is  bad 
at  first,  but  improves  towards  Sepey. 
1^  m.  VersVEglise  {Pension  and  Inn: 
Cerf,  small  but  £ur;,  thence  6  m.  to 
Sepey. 

Another  way  of  reaching  Sepey  is 
to  start  as  above,  but  to  leaye  the 
char-road  at  Feutersoeyj  6  m.  from 
Gsteig,  and  }  m.  after  the  bridge  over 
the  stream ;  thence  to  turn  rt  ap  the 
valley,  and  make  for  the  (4  m.)  Lake 
cf  Arnen  (5072  ft.).  Food  may  be  had 
at  the  ch&lets  by  its  side,  but  the 
people  are  extortionate.  The  lake  is 
beautifully  placed  within  wooded 
slopes  and  rocky  shores.    Thence  the 


pedestrian  may  find  his  way  for  him- 
self oyer  the  hills  to  the  Plan  dea 
Isles,  which  lies  (4  m.  in  a  direct 
Ime)  S.W. 

The  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Or- 
mond Dessus  is  S.  of  the  road  over  the 
Col  de  Pillon.  It  is  surrounded  by  a 
precipitous  range  of  limestona-rocks, 
shaped  like  a  horseshoe  |  not  unlike 
the  Cirque  of  Gavamie,  in  the  Pyre- 
nees, over  which  dash  6  or  6  water- 
falls, while  behind  rise  the  snow  and 
peaks  of.  the  Diablerets.  This  scene 
IS  well  worth  a  yisit,  [By  the  Col  de 
la  Croix  the  traveller  may  descend  by 
Grion  to  Bex,  a  stat  on  the  Rhone 
Ely.] 

Aigie,  6)  m.  from  Sepey.  The  de- 
scent is  made  in  any  kind  of  carriage 
in  1  hr.,  the  ascent  in  2}  hrs.,  by  a 
road  remarkable  for  its  beauty  of  con-, 
stniction.  It  was  commenced  by  the 
Vaudois  Government  in  1836,  with 
the  intention  of  connecting  the  Sim- 
plon  with  Thun,  Interlaken,  and  the 
German  cantons  at  Ch&teau  d'Oex, 
but,  owing  to  the  enormous  expense 
attending  its  formation,  and  the  con- 
tinual needful  repairs,  from  snow  and 
other  causes,  it  has  not  been  continued 
farther  than  Sepey.  The  road  is 
wide,  and  its  an-aldual  and  easy  ascent 
around  the  siaes  of  a  seemingly  im- 
practicable mountain,  to  a  height  of 
nearly  3000  ft,  reflects  high  credit  on 
the  engineer  who  superintended  the 
work,  M.  Pichard,  a  Vaudois.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  valley,  beneath  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  rusnes  the  Grande 
Eau  in  a  continual  series  of  torrents 
and  cascades.  In  the  distance,  near 
Aigle,  the  snowy  tops  of  the  Dent  du 
Midi  glisten  in  contrast  to  the  dark 
forests  of  the  Ormonds ;  and  the  Deut 
du  Chamossaire,  to  the  N.,  rears  its 
grey  peak  aboye  the  pasturages  and 
chalets  that  are  everywhere  scattered 
on  the  mountain-sides. 

Aigle  (^Inns:  a  new  inn  close  to 
the  station;  Victoria,  very^  good),  a 
Stat,  on  the  Simplon  Rly.,  is  the  best 
starting-point  for  exploring  the  Valley 
des  Ormonds.  There  are  numerous 
paths  among  these  mountains  by  which 
the  roate  may  be  varied. 

Half  a  day  may  be  spent  in  a  very 
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Sleasant  trip  from  Sepey  to  Bez  or 
lUon,  by  crossiog  the  Grande  Eau  on 
the  bridge  1  m.  below  Sepej,  to  the 
S.E^  ascending  the  opposite  slopes  to 
the  Forclaz,  then  to  a  pleasant  cascade 
and  the  Lake  des  Chavcmnes  (5876  ft.), 
S}  hrs.  (this  little  sheet  or  water  is 
near  2  odiers  of  less  note),  and  by  fine 
ibrests.  The  chftlets  of  Bretaye,  im- 
mediately above  it,  afford  cream  and 
milk.  The  top  of  the  Pointe  de 
Chamossaire  (6900  ft.)  is  well  worth 
ascent,  for  its  fine  panorama.  1^  hr. 
descent  from  Bretaye  leads  to  Ch^ 
Blares  (4000  ft.),  a  village,  where  the 
eh&let  of  the  brothers  Amiguet  is 
always  crowded  by  visitors,  as  well  as 
the  neighbouring  Ch&let  Villard,  in  the 
fiice  of  the  finest  Alps  of  Savoy.  2 
hrs.  from  Ch^si^res  will  lead  down  to 
Bex. 


ROUTE  45. 

BERNE  TO  LAUSANNE  (AND  VEVAT), 
BY  FRETBURG  (RAIL). 

SUttoDB.  Distaooe. 

Biimplatz  ...••.. 

Freyburg 

BomoDt 

Oron 

Ghexbres  (Vevay)    .... 
Laiuanne 

4  Trains  daily  to  Freyburg  in  1}  hr. 
— to  Ghexbres — Vevay  in  3-3J  hrs. ; 
to  Lausanne  in  3i-4  hrs. 

Quitting  Berne  8tat.,  the  chain  of 


Bernese  Alps  and  mouitains  of  the 
Simmenthai  appear. 

Biimplatz  Stat.  The  Sense,  which 
divides  canton  Berne  from  Freyburg, 
and  comes  from  Schwefelbad  and 
Omeinaz  Lake  (Rte.  42),  is  crossed. 

Flamatt  Stat. 

[Diligence  twice  a-day  to  4  m.  Laa- 
pen,  by  Keueneck  (/nn,  IDrsch),  on  the 
Sense.  It  is  famous  for  the  battle  in 
which  the  Swiss  confederates,  under 
Rudolph  of  Erlach,  defeated  the 
mailed  chivalry  of  Burgundy  and 
Suabia,  1339.  A  tower,  erected  1853, 
with  a  short  inscription  to  comme- 
morate the  victory  stands  near  the 
spot  where  the  main  battle  raged.3 

Tunnel  beyond  Flamatt  StAt. 

Balliswyl  Stat.  Here  is  the  (}reat 
Viaduct  by  which  the  Sarine  is 
crossed.  U  is  of  cast-iron,  3000  tons 
being  used  in  its  construction:  length 
between  abutments,  1094  SL;  height 
above  water,  259  ft. 

On  entering  canton  Freyburg  the 
ffauze  wings  and  dark  dress  of  the 
^male  peasantry  of  Berne  are  ex- 
changed for  broad-brimmed,  flapping 
straw  hats  and  red  petticoats ;  while 
the  numerous  crosses  at  the  road- 
side announce  a  Roman  Catholic 
canton. 

Skirting  the  old  walls  we  soon 
reach 

Freyburg  Stat.,  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  town,  near  the  Jesuits'  College. 
Walk  from  this  through  the  town  and 
cross  the  Suspension  Bridge^  thence  rt. 
to  the  bridge  over  the  Gotteron,  cross 
it  and  descending  the  valley,  pass  the 
Iioretto  chapel,  whence  the  view  is 
very  pleasing,  and  re-enter  the  town 
near  the  ArsenaL 

The  appearance  of  Freyburg  from 
the  Berne  road  and  the  wire-bridge 
is  singularly  striking  and  picturesque, 
as  the  road,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  steep  hill  overlook- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Saarine,  brings 
the  traveller  suddenly  in  view  of  the 
antique  battlements  and  numerous 
towers,  crowning  the  summit  of  a 
precipitous  rock  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  gorge.  Near  the  top  of  the  hill 
is  seen  a  staring  modem  building, 
like  a  manufactory,  with  5  stories  and 
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many  windows,  once  a  Jesuits*  Pen- 
sionnat ;  not  far  from  it  the  former 
Jesuits'  college  and  convent ;  next, 
the  Gothic  tower  and  church  of  St. 
Nicholas ;  beyond  appears  the  susjpen- 
sion-bridge,  hung  by  4  ropes  of  iron 
across  the  river,  ana  linking  together 
the  two  sides  of  the  valley.  Previous  to 
its  construction  the  only  way  of  reach- 
ing the  town  from  Berne  was  by  de- 
scending the  steep  hill  on  the  one  side, 
and  following  numerous  circuitous  zig- 
zags which  led  to  die  water  side.  The 
road  then  crossed  the  river  3  times  b^ 

3  different  low  bri^s,  after  which  it 
immediately  ascencled  another  slope 
equfJly  steep.  A  diligence,  or  heavy 
carriage,  performing  wis  meandering 
and  difficult  route,  required  not  much 
less  than  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
town ;  at  present  the  traveller  rolls 
luxurioudy  over  Uiis  beautifiil  bridge, 
and,  without  either  ascending  or  de- 
scending, is  transported  in  2  minutes 
through  a  breach  formed  in  the  old 
houses,  on  the  edge  of  the  'precipice, 
into  the  centre  of  the  town.  A  mo- 
derate toll  for  every  person,  horse,  and 
carriage,  is  paid  on  crossing. 

FaETBURQ. — (Inns:  Zahringer  Hof, 
close  to  the  bridge,  very  good;  B., 
2  fr. ;  table-d*hote  at  12^,  3fr. ;  at  5, 

4  fr.;  tea  1^  fr.  Beer  excellent.  The 
view  of  the  two  bridges  from  the  plat- 
form behind  is  very  fine.  H.  des 
Merciers  (ICramem)  near  the  church, 
good  and  cheaper:  H.  de  Freiburg^.) 

Freyburg  (10,560  Inhab.,  chiefly 
Rom.  Cath.),  the  capital  of  canton 
Freyburg,  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  windings  of  the  Saarine 
(Saane).  Many  of  the  houses  stand 
on  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice  over- 
hanging the  river,  ana  their  quaint 
architecture,  the  long  line  of  embat- 
tled walls  stretching  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  varied  by  the ,  chain  of  feudal 
watch-towers,  and  gateways  of  the 
ancient  fortifications  which  still  exist 
in  a  perfect  state,  together  with  the 
singular  and  romantic  features  of  the 
gorge  of  the  Saarine,  make  the  distant 
view  of  the  town  at  once  imposing  and 
highly  picturesque.  The  narrow  dirty 
streets  and  mean  buildings  of  the  in* 
terior  do  not  altogether  correspond 


vnth  these  outward  promises  of  in« 
terest. 

The  pleasure  of  rambling  about 
Freyburg  is  materially  diminished  by 
notices  in  every  direction  of  warn- 
ing against  trespassers. 

Freyburg  was  founded  in  1175,  by 
Duke  Berchthold  of  Zahringen,  father 
of  him  who  founded  Berne,  and  was 
long  a  free  town.  In  1343  it  entered 
into  alliance  with  Berne,  but  after- 
wards became  subject  to  the  Dukes  of 
Savo^ ;  but  having  again  become  free, 
was  in  1481  admitted  into  the  Swiss 
confederation. 

The  Stapenskm  Bridge,  the  longest 
of  a  single  curve  in  the  world,  was 
completed  and  thrown  open  in  1 834w 
The  engineer  who  constructed  it  is 
M.  Chalev,  of  Lyons.  Its  dimensions, 
compared  with  those  of  tfate  Henai 
bridge,  arct  as  follows: — 

Length.    EleyatioQ.    Breadth. 

Freybarg.  • .  .906  ft.        ISU  ft.        S2  ft.  1 1  in. 
Menai MO  ISft  25 

It  is  supported  on  4  cables  of  iron 
wire,  each  containing  1056  wires,  the 
united  strength  o^which  is  capable  of 
supporting  3  times  the  weight  which 
the  oridge  will  ever  be  likely  to  bear, 
or  3  times  the  weight  of- 2  rows  of 
waggons,  extending  entirely  across  it. 
The  cables  enter  the  ground  on  each 
side  obliquely  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  are  then  carried  down  ver* 
tical  shafts  cut  in  the  rock,  and  filled 
with  masonry,  through  which  they 
pass,  being  attached  at  the  extremity 
to  enormous  blocks  of  stone.  The 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
almost  exclusively  Swiss ;.  the  iron 
came  from  Berne,  the  limestone  ma- 
sonry ^m  the  quarries  of  the  Jura, 
the  wood-work  nrom  the  forests  of 
Freyburg:  the  workmen  were,  with 
the  exception  of  one  man,  natives  who 
had  never  seen  such  a  bridge  before.  It 
was  completed  between  1830  and  1838, 
at  an  expense  of  about  600,000  fr. 
(24,000/.  sterling),  and  in  1834  was 
subjected  to  various  severe  trials  to 
prove  its  streng^th.  First,  15  pieces  of 
artillery,  drawn  by  50  horses,  and  ac- 
companied by  300  people,  passed  over 
it  at  one  time,  and  were  collected  in 
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as  close  a  body  as  possible,  first  on  the 
centre,  and  then  at  the  two  extremities, 
to' try  the  effect  of  their  concentrated 
weight.  A  depression  of  a  metre  (39^ 
inches)  was  thus  produced  in  the  part 
most  weighed  upon,  but  no  sensible 
oscillation  was  occasioned.  A  few 
days  after  the  bridge  was  opened  by 
the  bishop  and  authorities  of  the  town, 
accompanied  by  about  2000  persons, 
who  passed  over  it  twice,  in  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  a  military  band, 
and  keeping  step.  The  passage  of  2 
or  3  heavy  carriages  or  carts  across  it 
causes  only  the  slightest  perceptible 
oscillation;  and  notning  is  more  ex- 
traordinary in  this  beautiful  structure 
than  the  combination  of  stability  with 
such  apparent  fragility.  The  bridge 
has  now  stood  for  upwards  of  20 
years,  and  certainly  does  not  contain 
one-tenth  of  the  iron  used^  in  suspen- 
sion bridges  of  English  construction. 
It  is  well  seen  from  the  platform  of 
the  Zahringer  Hof,  from  the  old  road 
below  it,  and  from  the  singular  gorge 
of  Gotteron. 

Another  Wire  Bridge,  640  feet  long 
and  317  high,  has  been  suspended 
across  the  gorge  of  Gotteron,  on  the 
opposite  siae  of  the  river  Saarine.  It 
was  finished  in  1840.  Though  not  of 
such  large  dimensions  as  that  built  in 
1834,  it  is  very  curious,  as  the  wire 
xjables  are  attached  immediately  to 
the  solid  rock  on  each  side  and  the 
point  of  suspension  is  higher  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  half  a  bridge.  The 
object  of  this  moide  of  construction  is 
econoniy,  the  expense  of  building  piers 
of  solid  masonry  from  the  bottom  of 
the  vaUey  being  saved. 

The  Colhijiate  Chtrch  of  SL  Nicholas 
is  rather  a  handsome  Gothic  building, 
chieiiy  in  the  Flamboyant  style  (date 
1285-1500).  The  exterior  was  carefully 
restored  in  1856.  The  portal  under 
the  tower  (date  1452)  is  surmounted 
by  a  curious  bas-relief,  representing 
the  Last  Judgment.  In  the  centre 
stands  St.  Nicholas,  and  above  him  is 
seated  the  Saviour;  on  the  L  hand  an 
angel  is  weighing  mankind  in  a  huge 
pair  of  scales,  not  singly  but  by  lots, 
and  a  pair  of  iipps  are  maliciously 


endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  scale, 
and  make  tne  other  kick  the  beam; 
below  is  St.  Peter,  ushering  the  good 
into  Paradise.  On  the  rt.  nand  is  the 
reverse  of  this  picture — a  devil,  with 
a  pig's  head,  is  dragging  after  him,  by 
a  chain,  a  crowd  of  wicked,  and  car* 
ries  a  basket  on  his  back,  also  filled 
with  figures,  apparently  about  to  pre- 
cipitate them  into  a  vast  cauloron 
suspended  over  a  fire,  which  several 
other  imps  are  stirring.  In  the  cor- 
ner is  Hell,  represented  by  the  jaws 
of  a  monster,  filled  up  to  the  teeth 
with  evil-doers,  and  above  it  is  Satan, 
seated  on  his  throne. 

The  Organ,  built  by  the  late  Aloys 
Moser,  a  native  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  finest  instruments  in  Europe. 
The  organist  is  allowed  to  play  on  it 
for  the  gpratification  of  travellers  only 
at  a  fixed  hour,  8^  p.m.,  except  on  cer- 
tain feast  days.  Tickets  are  obtained 
at  the  hotels.  His  fee  is  1 1  fr.  for  a 
party  at  any  other  time.  The  perform- 
ance terminates  with  the  imitation  of 
a  storm,  introducing  the  howling  of  the 
wind,  and  the  roaring  of  the  thunder, 
interspersed  with  a  few  flashes  of 
lightmng  from  *  Der  Freischutz.*  The 
instrument  has  64  stops  and  7800  pipes, 
some  of  them  32  ft.  long. 

Down  to  1847  cauton  Freyburg 
presented  a  remarkable  instance  of  a 
state  with  a  constitution  purely  demo- 
cratic, in  which  the  chief  influence 
was  exercised  by  the  hierarchy.  The 
to^vn  of  Freyburg  was  a  stronghold  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood :  it  is 
the  see  of  a  bishop,  who  still  styles 
himself  Bishop  of  Lausanne,  although, 
since  the  Reformation,  the  canton 
Vaud  is  cut  off  from  his  diocese.  It 
contained  no  less  than  9  convents 
(5  for  monks  and  4  for  nuns),  12 
churches,  and  10  chapels.  The  Jesuit?, 
while  interdicted  from  most  other 
states  of  Europe,  were  here  openly 
tolerated,  having  been  recalled,  in 
181 8,  by  a  decree  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  the  canton. 

The  Jesuits*  Conxeni,  or  college,  was 
founded  in  1584  by  Father  Canisius, 
who  died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity  at 
the  age  of  77,  and  is  interred  in  the 
Jesuits'  church,  awaiting  the  honours 
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of  canonisation,  which  have  been,  it  is 
said,  lon^  promised  to  his  remains. 
Henry  I  v.  of  France  subscribed  to- 
wards the  buildin?  of  the  church,  and 
presented  the  hi^  altar,  little  aware 
of  his  coming  fiite  from  the  dagger  of 
a  Jesuit.  The  college  was  suppressed 
by  a  decree  of  the  Diet,  1847.  The 
building  of  the  convent  is  of  very 
humble  kind,  rather  mean  than  other- 
wise, and  contains  nothing  remark- 
able. Its  walla  are  lined  with  bad 
portraits  of  the  generals  of  the  order 
of  Jesus,  and  of  the  rectors  of  the 
establishment        •    • 

The  Pensionnaf,  or  Jesuits'  School, 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  the 
town,  situated  on  a  spot  overlooking 
the  other  edifices,  was  destined  for 
the  reception  of  about  400  pupils, 
many  of  them  children  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  noblesse  of  France  and  Ger- 
many, who  were  sent  hither  for  their 
education.  The  School  and  Convent 
have  been  turned  into  a  Cantonal 
sct&ool  since  184S  ;  but  the  loss  of  the 
Jesuits'  School  is  felt  severely  by  the 
trsadesmen  of  the  town,  who  were  also 
th^  owners  of  the  building. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  Freybnrg 
is   the  ancient   trunk  of  a  Lime-tree, 

Slanted,  according  to  tradition,  on  the 
ay  of  the  battle  of  Morat,  in  1476. 
The  story  relates  that  a  ^oung  Frev- 
burgois,  who  had  fought  m  the  battle, 
anxious  to  bring  home  the  good  news, 
ran  the  whole  way,  and  arrived  on 
this  spot,  bleeding,  out  of  breath,  and 
80  exhausted  by  ftitigue,  that  he  fell 
down,  and  had  barely  time  to  cry 
**  Victory!"  when  he  expired.  The 
branch  of  lime  which  he  carried  in 
his  hand  was  immediately  planted, 
and  grew  into  the  tree,  of  which  this 
decayed  trimk,  20  ft  in  circumference, 
is  the  remains.  Its  branches  are  sup- 
ported by  stone  pillars. 

Near  to  it  is  the  ancient  Raikhang, 
a  building  of  no  consequence,  but 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  Duke  of 
Zahringen*s  castle. 

A  long  flight  of  steps  leads  from 
this  down  to  the  lower  town  and  river 
side:  it  is  called  the  Rue  Court  Chemin, 
and  the  roofs  of  some  of  its  houses 


serve  as  pavement  for  the  street  above 
it  called  Rue  Grande  Fontaine, 

The  canton  Freyburg  is  singularly 
divided  between  the  German  and 
French  languages;  and  the  line  of 
separation,  extending  from  the  S.E. 
comer  to  the  N.W.,  passes  through 
the  town  of  Freybnrg,  so  that  in  the 
upper  town  French  is  spoken,  and  in 
the  lower  German.  This  distinction, 
however,  is  wearing  out 

The  walls  and  gates  of  the  town 
are  perfect  specimens  of  ancient  forti- 
fication, and  contribute,  along  with  the 
general  air  of  antiquity,  to  carry  back 
me  spectator  to  a  remote  state  of 
society.  One  tower,  near  the  Pre- 
fecture (thrown  across  the  street,  and 
now  converted  into  a  prison),  has  ac- 
quired the  name  of  La  Mautaise  Tour^ 
because  it  contained  the  rack.  Though 
the  torture  had  been  disused  in  the 
canton  for  many  years,  it  was  not 
legally  abolished  until  1830! 

The  romantic  character  of  the 
winding  goi^  of  the  Saarine,  on 
whose  margin  Freyburg  is  planted, 
has  been  before  alluded  to.  Close  to 
the  old  bridge  of  Berne,  another  gorge, 
deep  sunk  between  rocks  of  san£tone, 
called  Gorge  de  Gotteron,  opens  into  tlio 
Saarine.  It  is  a  wild  spot  with 
strange  old  tumble-down  mills  on  the 
stream,  and  the  wire  bridge,  spanning 
the  ravine  high  over  head  with  ils 
web-like  filaments,  increases  its  pic- 
turesque character.  The  larger  sus- 
pension-bridge is  also  well  seen  from 
it 

About  3  m.  lower  down  the  valley 
of  the  Saarine  is  the  Grotto  of  St.  Mag- 
dalene,  a  hermitage  and  chapel  cut  out 
of  the  sandstone  rock,  by  a  native  of 
Gruy^res  named  Dupre,  between  1670 
and  1680.  Its  wonders  have  been  ex- 
aggerated by  the  guide-books,  and  it 
is  scarce  worth  a  visit 

Diligences    twice    daily   to    Moraf, 
about  10  m.  (Rte.  46),  corresponding 
>  with   the    steamer   to  NeuchAtel,  to 
BuUe  and  Payeme. 

On  quitting  Freyburg  Stat,  the 
train  overlooks  (1.)  the  deep  valley  of 
the  Sense,  and  the  Mont  Molesor. 
1.  See  the  Nunnery  of  La  Fille  Dier, 
on  uearing 
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Iiomont8tat,{Inns:  Cerf;  Couronne), 
pictaresqaely  seated  on  a  hill  above 
the  Glane.  The  Castle  was  founded 
by  the  Kings  of  Burgundy  in  the  lOtb 
centy.,  and  has  a  round  Tbicer  of  solid 
masonry  of  that  age  worth  notice. 
Soon  ailer  leaving  l&mont,  a  glimpse 
of  Mont  Blanc  may  be  gained,  and, 
beyond 

Vanderens  Stat,  of  the  Jura  range. 

Rue  {Inns :  H.  de  Ville  ;  Fleur  de 
Lys)  is  a  picturesque  town,  with  castle, 
in  the  vale  of  the  Broye. 

Oron  le  Chdtelet  Stat, 

Chexbres  Stat*  This  is  the  station 
for  Vevay. 

[^Omnibuses,  to  and  from  every  train ; 
fare  1  fr.,  luggage  extra;  a  arive  of 
rather  more  than  1  hr.  The  return 
(ascent)  takes  longer.    Fine  views.] 

On  emerging  from  the  rly.  tunnel 
beyond  Chexbres,  a  magnificent  view. 
The  Lake  of  Geneva,  Valley  of  Rhone, 
Dent  de  Jaman,  and  other  mountains 
beyond. 

Grand  Yant  Stat. 

Xa  Conversion  Stat,  near  the  vil- 
lage Lutry. 

A  long  viaduct  of  9  arches  next 
carries  the  line  over  a  valley  through 
which  runs  the  viaduct  of  the  Geneva 
and  Lausanne  Rly.  (W.  of  Switz- 
erland). The  2  lines  unite  before 
entering 

Lausanne  Junct,  Stat,  (in  Rte.  55). 
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BERNE  TO  LAUSANNE,  BY  MORAT  AND 
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The  most  expeditious  route  from 
Berne  to  Lausanne  is  by  rly.  (Rte. 
45).  Those  who  enjoy  driving  through 
a  fine  fruitful  country,  with  much 
pleasing  hill  scenery,  and  several  ob- 

iects  of  interest  on  the  way,  may  ad- 
lere  to  the  old  carriage-road,  and  will 
find  it  agreeable  to  break  the  journey 
by  sleepmg  at  Payeme.  Diligence  to 
Morat  m  3  hrs. 

Soon  after  leaving  Berne  a  distant 
view  of  the  Alps  is  obtained  on  the  1. 
The  Saarine  is  crossed  by  a  covered 
Bridge  at 

Ouminenf  and  a  little  forther  on  the 
road  enters  Canton  Freyburg. 

Aforat  —  Germ.  Murten  —  (Inns : 
Couronne  ;  Croix  Blanche)— a  thriv- 
ing town  of  2300  Inhab.,  situated  on 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Morat, 
on  the  high  road  from  Berne,  Basle, 
and  Soleure,  to  Lausanne.  Steamboat 
across  the  lake,  down  the  river, 
through  Neuchatel  L.  to  XeuchAtel.  Its 
narrow  and  somewhat  dism^  streets 
are  overlooked  by  an  old  Castle ;  and  it 
is  still  partly  surrounded  by  feudal 
fortifications — the  same  which,  for  10 
days,  withstood  the  artillery  of  Charles 
the  Bold. 

**  There  is  a  spot  shoald  not  be  pusl'A  In  vain — 
Mont  I  tiie  proad,  the  patriot  fleld  I    Where 

man 
May  gaze  on  ghastly  trophies  of  the  alain, 
Nor  blush  for  those  who  conquer'd  on  that 

plain. 
Here  liurgnndy  bequeathed  his  tombless  host, 
A  bony  heap  through  ages  to  remain ; 
Themselves  their  monument."  Byrwt. 


SwUzerland. 
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The  battle  of  1476,  which  has  ren- 
dered the  name  of  this  otherwise  in- 
s^nificant  town  fiunons  all  over  the 
world,  was  fought  under  its  walls. 
The  Swiss  were  drawn  up  alone  the 
heights  a  little  to  the  S.W.,  and  no- 
thing could  resist  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  loss  of  theBureundians 
was  immense  :  1 5,000  deaa  bodies 
were  left  on  the  field,  and  thousands 
perished  in  the  lake.  The  bodies  of 
the  slain  Were  collected  by  the  Swiss 
in  an  Ossuary,  which,  after  standing 
300  years,  was  destroyed  in  1798  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  Burgundian  Legion 
in  the  Bevolutionary  French  army, 
anxious  to  efface  this  record  of  their 
ancestors'  disgrace  and  defeat.  The 
ringleaders  were  the  band  of  the  75th 
halt-brigade. 

It  sliould,  however,  be  recollected 
that  tlie  Swiss  were  not  here  defend- 
ing their  own  coimtry,  but  were  in- 
yading-  the  territories  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  of  which  the  present  Pays  de 
Vaud  then  formed  part,  because  the 
nobles  there  had  taken  the  part  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that  the  war 
with  Charles  of  Bure;undy  had  been 
partly  occasioned  by  the  intrigues  and 
bribery  of  Louis  XL 

Byron^  who  visited  the  spot  in  1816, 
says — **  A  few  bones  still  remain,  not- 
withstanding the  pains  taken  by  the 
Buigundians  for  ages  (all  who  passed 
that  way  removing  a  bone  to  their 
own  country)*  &nd  the  less  justifiable 
larcenies  of  the  Swiss  postilions,  who 
carried  them  off  to  sell  for  knife- 
handles — a  purpose  for  which  the 
whiteness,  imbibed  by  the  bleaching 
of  years,  had  rendered  them  in  great 
request.  Of  those  relics  I  ventured 
to  bring  away  as  much  as  may  have 
made  a  quarter  of  a  hero,  for  which 
the  sole  excuse  is,  that,  if  I  had  not, 
the  next  passer-by  might  have  per- 
verted them  to  worse  uses  than  the 
careful  preservation  which  I  intended 
for  them." — Bi/ron, 

Since  Byron  visited  the  spot,. the 
scattered  remains  have  been  collected 
and  buried,  and  an  obelisk  has  been 
set  up  over  them  Tin  1822),  by  the 
canton,  at  the  roaa-side,  about  }  m. 
8.  of  Morat,  on  the  site  of  the  bone- 


house.  The  inscription  belonging  to 
it,  and  one  or  two  cannon,  made  of 
iron  hoops,  used  in  the  battle,  are 
still  preserved  in  the  Town-house  of 
Morat. 

The  best  view  of  the  battle-field 
and  lake  is  from  the  hill  of  Munch' 
vcyler^  near  an  enormous  lime-tree, 
36  ft.  in  circumference,  and  90  ft. 
high,  still  in  full  vigour  and  luxuri- 
ant foliage :  it  is  probably  at  least  600. 
years  old,  since,  ac^cordmg  to  tradi- 
tion, the  Swiss  held  a  council  of  war 
before  the  battle  under  its  shade.  Ac- 
cording to  Ebel,  the  tree  is  36  ft*  m 
diameter;  and  the  American,  Cooper, 
in  consequence,  took  a  long  walk  up 
the  hill,  under  a  hot  sun,  to  see  it.; 
"  There  we  went,  dragging  our  weary 
limbs  after  us,  to  discover  that  for 

*  diam^tre '  we  ought  to  have  read 

*  circonference.'     I  wish  the  erratum 
had  been  in  his  book  instead  of  mine." 

The  lake  of  Morat  is  about  5  m. 
long  and  3  broad:  it  is  separated  by 
a  narrow  flat  tract  of  land  from  the 
lake  of  Neuch&tel,  but  empties  itself 
into  it  through  the  river  Broye. 
[About  5  m.  beyond  Morat  is 
Avenches  —  Germ.  Wifiisburg  — 
{Tims:  Couronne;  Hotel  de  Ville),  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1650  Inhab., 
situated  in  the  S.W.  angle  of  the  area 
once  occupied  by  Aventicunif  the  Ro- 
man capital  of  Helvetia.  It  appears 
to  have  existed  before  the  time  of 
Caesar,  it  attained  the  height  of  its 
prosperity,  and  a  population  of  60,000 
souls,  in  the  reign  of  Vespasian  and 
Titus;  and  it  was  destroyed,  first  by 
the  Alemanni,  and  afterwards  by  At- 
tila.  The  ancient  walls  may  be  traced 
for  nearly  4  m.,  in  some  places  14  ft. 
thick  and  15  ft.  high;  they  extended 
down  to  the  lake,  where  they  formed 
a  small  mole  and  harbour.  The  mo- 
dem town  fills  but  one-tenth  of  the 
space  they  enclosed — the  rest  is  mea- 
dow-land or  corn-field.  About  a  mile 
before  reaching  Avenches  the  road 
from  Morat  is  carried  through  a 
breach  in  these  ancient  fortifications. 
On  the  L  is  seen  a  tower,  which, 
though  ruined,  is  the  most  perfect  of 
the  Koman  edifices  here.  They  owe 
their  total  destruction  to  their  massy 
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masonry  having  been  for  ages  re- 
garded as  a  quarry  out  of  which  the 
neighbouring  houses  and  villages  have 
been  built.  Close  to  the  modem 
town,  on  the  1.  of  the  road,  a  solitary 
Corinthian  column,  37  ft.  high,  is  still 
standing,  and  has,  for  a  long  time, 
served  the  storks  as  a  pedestal  to 
build  their  nests  on,  whence  it  is 
called  the  Cigognier. 

*'  By  a  lone  tmll,  a  lonelier  colamn  retn 
A  grey  and  grief-wom  aspect  of  eld  days : 
*Tii  the  last  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  yean. 
And  looks  as  with  the  wild  l^ivildered  gaze 
Of  one  to  stone  converted  hy  amase, 
Yet  still  with  consciousness;  and  there  it 

stands. 
Making  a  marvel  that  it  not  decavs, 
When  the  coeval  pride  of  human  Viands, 

Levell'd  Aventicum,  hath  strew'd  her  subject 
lands." 

Other  traces  of  fallen  splendour, 
such  as  the  line  of  city  walls,  broken 
cornices,  inscriptions,  distinct  remains 
of  an  amphWieatre,  and  fragments  of 
an  aqueduct,  exist,  and  are  interesting 
evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  largest 
Boman  colony  in  Helvetia. 

Tacitus  has  recorded  the  history  of 
Julius  Alpinus,  the  chief  man  of  the 
city,  who  was  condemned  to  death  for 
aiding  and  abetting  an  insurrection 
against  the  Roman  £mp.  Vitellius,  in 
Ignorance  of  the  murder  of  his  rival 
Galba  (a.d.  69). 

1500  years  after  this  event  an  In- 
scription was  reported  to  have  been 
found  here,  bearing  these  words: — 
**  Julia  Alpinula:  Hie  Jaceo.  Infe- 
licis  patris  mfelix  proles.  Dese  Aven- 
tise  Sacerdos.  Exorare  patris  necem 
non  potui:  Male  mori  in  tatis  illi  erat. 
Vixi  annos  xxiii.  (I,  Julia  Alpinula, 
lie  here — unfortunate  child  of  an  un- 
fortunate parent,  priestess  of  the  God- 
dess Aventia.  I  failed  in  averting, 
by  iny  prayers,  the  death  of  my  father : 
the  Fates  had  decreed  that  he  should 
die  ignominiously.  I  lived  to  the  age 
of  23.)**  Byron  says — **  I  know  of  no 
human  composition  so  affecting  as 
this,  nor  a  history  of  deeper  interest. 
These  are  the  names  and  actions 
which  ought  not  to  perish,  and  to 
which  we  turn  with  a  true  and  healthy 
tenderness,  from  the  wretched  and 
glittering  detail  of  a  confused  mass  of 


conouests  and  battles,  with  which  the 
mina  is  roused  for  a  time  to  a  false 
and  feverish  sympathy,  from  whence 
it  recurs  at  length  with  all  the  nausea 
consequent  on  such  intoxication." 

"  ...  oh !  sweet  and  sacred  be  the  name  I— 
Jtilia — ^the  daughter,  the  devoted— (»ave 
Her  youth  to  Heaven  ;  her  heart,  beneath  a 

claim 
Nearest  to  Heaven's,  broke  o'er  a  father's 

grave. 
Justice  is  sworn  'gainst  tears,  and  hers  would 

crave 
The  life  she  lived  in ;  bnt  the  judge  was  just. 
And  then  she  died  on  him  site  could  not 

save. 
Tlieir  tomb  was  simple,  and  without  a  bust, 
And  held  within  one  urn  one  mind,  one 

heart,  one  dust.** 

The  critical  acnteness  of  an  English 
nobleman  (Lord  Mahon)  has  destroyed 
the  romance  of  this  story  by  proving 
incontestably  that  the  above  pathetic 
epitaph,  the  cause  of  such  poetic 
sympathy,  is  an  impudent  modem  for- 
gery of  the  17th  century,*  and  that 
no  such  person  as  Julia  Alpinula  ever 
existed. 

The  feudal  Castle  was  built  by  a 
Count  Wivilo,  in  the  7th  century, 
whence  Wiflisburg,  the  German  name 
of  Avenches.  The  country  here  is 
interesting  by  the  richness  of  the 
cultivation,  the  beauty  of  the  fruit- 
trees,  and  the  comfort  apparently  en- 
joyed by  the  population. 

At  Dorndklier,  2  m.  from  Avenches, 
a  road  strikes  off  on  the  rt  to  Frey- 
burg  (Rte.  45).] 

Payeme  —  German  PeterUngen  — 
(Inns:  Bar,  is  newer,  but  not  better 
than  the  Hotel  de  Ville).  There  are 
two  churches  in  this  walled  town — 
the  one,  now  turned  into  a  JTalle  an 
Ble,  is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  ancient.  Bertha  Queen  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  founder  of  it  and  of  the  ad- 
joining convent  (suppressed  since  the 
Reformation,  and  now  a  school),  was 
buried  in  it  The  curiosity  of  the 
place  is  Queen  Bertha*s  Saddle,  a 
cumbrous  machine  kept  in  the  parish 
church,  from  which  it  appears  that, 
in  her  days,  it  was  the  mshion  for 
ladies  to  nde  en  cavalier ;  but  Bertha 
spun  as   she  rode,  having  a  distaff 

*  See  '  Quarterly  Review,'  June,  184C. 
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planted  on  the  pummel.  In  the  same 
church  is  Bertha's  tomb,  an  antique 
sarcopha^s  discoyered  1818,  now 
covered  Avith  a  slab  of  black  marble. 

A  carriaj^-road  runs  from  Payeme 
by  Estavayer  to  Yverdun,  partly  near 
the  lake  of  KeuchateL  That  to  Lau> 
sanne  ascends  the  valley  of  the  Broye, 
passing  Henniez,  to 

Lncens  (Lobsingen),  with  a  castle, 
formerly  a  hunting-seat  of  the  Bishop 
of  Lausanne. 

From  Lucens  the  high-road  leads 
to 

Moudon — Germ.  Mih1e7i-^(^Tnn:  H. 
yictoria,  not  good.)  This  town  (1500 
Inhab.)  was  the  Boman  Minidnnytm, 
hence  its  modern  name.  A  Gothic 
church,  recalling  the  Cathedral  of 
I/ausanne,  is  worth  notice. 

[At  the  village  of  Ctronge,  a  road 
turns  off  on  the  1.  to  Vevay.J 

The  stage  from  Moudon  to  Lausanne, 
about  15  m.,  consists  of  nearly  7  of  long 
and  incessant  ascent,  and  5  of  descenL 
Extra  horses  (Renfort)  are  required 
for  the  first  From  the  summit  and  S. 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  for  that  is  the  name 
of  the  hill,  a  beautiful  view  expands 
over  the  Leman  Lake;  and  in  clear 
weather  the  snows  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  high  Alps  border  the  horizon. 

It  is  a  drive  of  3  hrs.  from  Moudon 
to 

Lausanne  (Bte.  5.5). 


Keuch&tel  may  be  reached  from 
Berne: — a.  By  railway  to  Bienne,  2^ 
or  3  hrs.  (Rte.  1);  thence  by  rly,  to 
Neuchatel  (but  there  is  delay  owing  to 
the  trains  not  corresponding).  6.  By 
rail  to  Freybnrg,  and  diligence  thence 
to  Estavayer,  on  the  Lake,  which  is 
crossed  by  steamer  to  Neuchatel. 
c.  By  Mofat  and  lake  steamer,  Rte. 
19.  (f.  By  the  Post^road  diligences 
travel  daily  in  5}  hrs. 

The  road  passes  by  Seedorf,  a  village 
named  from  the  pretty  little  lake,  to 

Aarberg  {fnn:  Krone)  on  the  Aar; 
an  old  castUf  at  times  surrounded  by 
the  river.  Near  the  ch.  is  the  old 
palace  of  the  Counts  of  A.,  who  sold 
the  town  to  Berne,  1351.  3  m.  higher 
up  the  river  is  Lyss  Stat,  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Bienne. 

The  road  to  Neuch&tel  is  carried 
through  Siselen  and 

Anet,  or  Ins  {Inn:  Bar),  a  village 
on  an  eminence,  from  which  the  Alps 
are  well  seen  in  clear  weather,  with 
the  lakes  of  Morat  and  Neuch&tel 
near  at  hand.  The  lake  of  Bienne 
lies  about  3  m.  to  the  N.  of  this  place. 
You  overtook  from  this  the  Aarberger 
moor,  a  tract  of  morass,  9  m.  loi^  by 
6  m.  wide,  which  has  never  been 
drained,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
embanking,  firetiege  (Bratteln)  is  a 
watering-place  at  Uie  foot  of  hills 
2^  m.  N.  of  Anet.  An  excellent 
road  from  Anet  to  Morat,  opens 
a  ready  communicatioa  between  Neu- 
chatel and  Freyburg.  Skirting  the 
hill  of  Jolimont,  we  cross  the  river 
Thiele,  or  Zihl^  through  which  the 
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waters  of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel  are 
discharged  into  that  of  Bienne.  It 
forms  Uie  boundary-line  of  cantons 
Berne  and  Neuch&tel.  The  Castle, 
close  to  the  bridge,  is  now  a  prison. 
A  road  runs  from  this  to  Erktcfi  (Cer- 
Her),  a  town  of  1000  Inhab.,  on  a  spur 
of  the  Joii/nont^  which  projects  into 
the  lake  like  a  wall  or  causeway, 
nearly  as  far  as  Rousseau's  Island, 
The  castle  of  Erlach  was  the  cradle 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name: 
among  its  members  was  ]^udolph,  the 
hero  of  Laupen  in  1339. 

TheRlwy.  from  Bienne  to  Neuchatel 
is  reached  near  St.  Blaize  Stat,  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel, 
[Pr^farger,  near  St.  Blaize,  is  a  lunatic 
asylum  for  130  patients,  with  exten- 
sive grounds.  The  highest  class  pays 
5  fr.  daily  for  food;  the  2nd  class  pay 
2  fr.;  and  Neuchatelois  only  75  c.  At 
Montmirail  is  a  Moravian  institution 
for  educating  ladies.]  The  road  con- 
tinues along  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the 
Chaumont,  as  ficur  as 

NedohAtel  Stat.,  high  up  above 
the  lake  fGerm.  Neuenburg)— (/nns: 
Hdtel  Believne,  a  large  building  close 
to  the  lake,  the  best :  Br.  from  1  fr.  50  c. 
upwards;  D. at  1,3 fr.;  at4,5fr.:  pen- 
sion, summer  and  winter.  Faucon.  H. 
des  Alpes,  at  the  waterside,  good.  H. 
de  Commerce,  or  Ancre.  H.  du  Lac, 
dean),  the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
(10,537  Inhab.  Frot.),  is  built  upon  the 
steep  slope  of  the  Jura  mountains,  and 
along  a  narrow  shelf  of  alluvial  de- 
posits brought  down  by  the  river 
Seyon,  gained  by  embankments  from 
the  water,  and  by  turning  the  river 
into  a  tunnel  cut  for  500  ft.  through 
the  rock.  Several  streets  have  been 
built  on  the  land  thus  acquired. 
Except  as  the  threshold  of  Switzer- 
land, it  has  little  to  interest  the  pass- 
ing traveller:  it  has  but  little  trade, 
and  not  much  activity,  except  on 
market-days.  Still,  to  one  newly  ar- 
rived in  the  country,  the  first,  and, 
under  all  circumstances,  glorious  view 
of  the  Alps  from  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  above  the  town,  and  occasionally 
from  the  upper  windows  of  the  hotels, 
must  appear  magnificent ;  and  should 
the  sky  be  clc^r,  Neuch&tel,  with  its 


picturesque  old  castle,  its  numerous 
white  country-houses,  its  vine-clad 
hills,  and  its  blue  expanse  of  lake, 
will  be  pronounced  beautiful. 

The  French  princes  of  the  house  of 
Chalons  (Longueville)  were,  at  least 
nominally,  the  sovereigns  of  this 
little  state  :  though  the  subjects 
maintained  jealously  their  privileges 
and  liberties,  allowing  their  princes 
but  very  limited  authority.  When  the 
house  of  Chalons  became  extinct  in 
1707,  the  King  of  Prussia  was  chosen, 
as  the  nearest  descendant  by  the  female 
line  of  the  former  lords  of  Neu- 
chatel, to  be  sovereign  or  stadtholder. 
The  sovereignty  of  the  house  of  Bran- 
denburg was  interrupted  by  Napoleon, 
who  made  Marshal  Berthier  Prince 
of  Neuchitel,  but  was  resumed  in  1 8 1 5, 
and  continued  until  lately.  Though 
long  an  ally  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
Neuchatel  was  not  formally  incorpo- 
rated as  a  member  of  the  Confederation 
until  1814.  There  was  a  great  struggle 
in  1848  between  the  aristocratic  and 
the  democratic  parties,  the  latter 
assisted  occasionally  by  French  sym- 
pathisers from  across  the  frontier. 
The  constitution,  as  settled  in  1848,  is 
upon  the  regular  French  republican 
model. 

In  Sept  1856  the  watchmakers  of 
Locle,  headed  by  several  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, rose  in  arms  with  the  intention 
of  putting  down  the  new  constitution 
and  increasing  the  power  of  the 
King  of  Prussia.  The  diet,  however, 
marched  bodies  of  men  into  the  canton 
and  put  down  the  insurgents,  not 
without  bloodshed.  This  affair  had 
for  some  time  a  very  threatening  ap- 
pearance, but  was  finally  settled  under 
the  mediation  of  the  great  powers, 
the  prisoners  taken  by  the  Diet  being 
liberated,  and  the  King  of  Prussia 
renouncing  his  rights  and  title. 

The  Old  Castle  on  the  height,  now 
converted  into  government  offices,  was 
originally  the  residence  of  the  French 
princes. 

The  Church,  adjoining  the  castle, 
is  a  Gothic  building  of  the  12  th  cen- 
tury: but  the  £.  end,  in  the  round 
style,  is  older.  Within  the  chancel  is 
a  Gothic  monument,  including  15  life* 
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sized  effigies,  erected  1372  bj  one  of 
the  Counts  of  Neuchfttel;  there  is  also 
a  monument  to  Farel,  the  reformer, 
who  was  buried  on  the  terrace  in  front, 
bat  the  situation  of  his  grave  is  un- 
known. There  is  a  pleasing  view  from 
this  terrace. 

In  the  Palais  Rougemont,  or  Mua^e^ 
N.E.  of  the  town,  is  the  Picture  Gallery y 
containing  some  very  good  productions 
of  modem  artists,  chiefly  native  of 
French  Switzerland,  as  :  —  Calumets 
Monte  Rosa.  Rosenlaui,&a;  Ch,  Girar- 
det.  Lady  Claypole,  and  Cromwell; 
Tschaggany,  a  Flemish  bridal  pro- 
cession ;  Leopold  Robert  (a  native  of 
Chaux-de-Fonds),  Ch.  of  St.  Paul  at 
Borne  after  the  Fire,  Roman  Oxen, 
also  portraits  of  Frederick  the  Great 
and  other  Prussian  sovereigns. 

The  Gymnasium,  a  handsome  build- 
ing near  the  lake,  erected  by  the 
town,  as  a  public  school,  contains  a 
very  interesting  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  including  good  collections  in 
zoology,  conchology,  and  geology.  The 
specimens  of  rocks  and  fossils  illus- 
trating the  structure  of  the  Jura 
mountains  are  very  complete  and  in- 
structive. This  institution  owes  much 
to  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Professor 
Agassiz,  a  native  of  Orbe  in  Yaud, 
whose  discoveries  in  the  history  of 
fossil  fishes  have  thrown  so  much 
light  on  that  branch  of  study.  The 
town  has  also  built  a  Ladies*  School 
(1853),  where  a  good  cheap  educa- 
tion is  given  to  girls.  The  Public 
Library  contains  30,000  vols.,  and 
among  the  MSS.  2000  letters  written 
by  J.  J.  Rousseau,  1760-1770. 

A  fine  view  fi^m  the  Observatory, 
i  hr.  N.E.  of  Neuch&tel.  Sicimming- 
bath  in  the  lake,  E.  of  the  Bellevue  H. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  this 
town,  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its 
own  citizens,  are  on  a  very  splendid 
scale.  In  1786  one  David  Pury  left 
his  whole  fortune  of  4,000,000  of 
livres  (166,000/.)  to  endow  an  hos- 
pital and  poorhouse,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  native  town.  He  had 
quitted  it  a  poor  lad,  without  money 
or  friends,  had  gradually,  by  industry 
and  talent  for  business,  increased  his 


means,  becoming,  in  turn,  jeweller, 
owner  of  mines,  banker,  and,  finally, 
millionnaire,  at  Lisbon,  where  he  died. 
His  statue  has  been  set  up  in  front  of 
the  Gymnasium  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  Hospital  Pourtales  is  a  similar 
monument  of  the  benevolence  and 
public  spirit  of  a  townsman.  It  la 
open  to  people  of  all  religions  and 
countries  alike. 

Several  of  the  richest  bankers,  mer- 
chants, &c,  in  France,  are  Neuch&- 
telois  by  origin, 

Those  who  would  emoy  one  of  the 
finest  distant  views  of  the  Alps,  with 
the  l^kes  of  Neuchatel,  Morat,  and 
Bienne  in  the  foreground,  and  the  long 
range  of  the  Jura  on  the  N.,  should 
ascend  to  the  sununit  of  the  Chavmont, 
the  hill  immediately  above  NeuchateL 
It  is  1^  hour's  walk,  and  a  good  car- 
ria^  road  leads  thither  in  1^  hour. 
It  IS  3580  feet  above  the  sea-leveL 
The  view  comprehends  the  whole 
array  of  Alps,  from  the  Titlis  to 
Mont  Blanc,  and  is  said  to  be  finel 
even  than  that  from  the  Weissenstein. 
It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  atmosphere  is  seldom  perfectly 
dear.  Inn  on  the  top,  H.  du  Chateau, 
charges  moderate,  landlord  attentive. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  about  2 
m.  above  the  town,  lies  the  largest 
boulder-stone  known  on  the  Jura;  it 
is  called  Pierre  h  Bot  (toad-stone),  and 
is  situated  in  a  wood,  near  a  farm- 
house; it  is  62  feet  long  by  48  broad, 
and  is  calculated  to  contain  14,000 
cubic  feet.  It  is  of  g^nite,  similar  to 
that  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from 
which  part  of  the  Alps  it  probably 
came,  as  there  is  no  similar  rock 
nearer  at  hand;  yet  it  exhibits  no 
symptoms  of  attrition,  all  its  angles 
bieing  perfectly  sharp.  The  entire  S. 
slope  of  the  «Jura,  a  limestone  forma- 
tion, is  strewed  with  these  g^nite 
blocks,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
the  stone,  must  have  all  been  derived 
from  the  high  Alps.  Their  presence 
in  this  spot  was  long  a  mystery,  but 
is  now  pretty  generally  attributed  to 
the  operation  of  enormous  glaciers 
covering  a  large  portion  of  Switzer- 
land and  carrying  these  blocks  on 
their  surface,  or  else  to  the  operatioA 
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of  floating  icebergs  operating  as  rafts 
on  a  great  lake  or  inland  sea. 

"Those  who  dislike  so  long  a  walk 
may  enjoy  extensive  and  beautiful 
views  of  tne  Bernese  Alps  and  Mont 
Blanc  from  the  Noiraigue  Stat,  of 
the  Pontarlier  Rly.  (Rte.  51),  or 
from  the  Hantes  -  Geneveyes  stat. 
of  the  Chaux-de-Fonds  Rly.  (Rte. 
60). 

The  Gorge  of  the  Seyon,  immedi- 
ately behind  Neuch4tel,  is  a  singular 
scene,  and  those  who  find  little  to 
amuse  them  in  the  town  will  not  re- 
pent a  walk  to  explore  it,  though  its 
recesses  are  only  to  be  reached  by 
scrambling  and  climbing.  It  is  a 
deep  narrow  fissure,  cleaving  the 
centre  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura,  and 
allowing  the  river  Seyon  to  escape 
ft*om  the  Val  de  Ruz  into  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel.  The  section  it  presents 
of  the  strata  of  the  Jura  limestone 
will  prove  particularly  instructive  to 
the  geologist.  In  one  spot  they  may 
be  observed  curved  and  fractured, 
probably  by  the  upheaving  force  from 
oelow,  which  first  broke  this  crevice 
in  the  mountain.  Though  in  winter  a 
furious  torrent  sweeping  everything 
before  it,  it  is  reducea  in  summer  to  a 
noisome  driblet  of  water,  exhaling 
unwholesome  effluvia.  A  tunnel,  de  la 
Tt-one  du  Sei/on,  has,  in  consequence, 
been  made  through  the  rock  at  the 
bend  before  alluded  to,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  its  waters  entirely  clear  of 
the  town  into  the  lake,  at  a  consider- 
able distance  S.  of  its  former  outlet. 
This  public  work  was  executed  out 
of  the  Pury  fund  without  levying  any 
imposts  on  the  t4>wnsfolk. 

The  principal  produce  of  the  can- 
ton is  wine;  the  best  sorts  resemble 
ordinaire  Burgundy.  The  red  wines 
of  Cortaillod  and  Derridre  Moulins, 
and  the  white  grown  between  Auver- 
nier  and  St.  Blaise,  are  most  in  repute; 
they  are  agreeable  as  sparkling  wines. 

The  chief  mrtwifacttire  is  that  of 
watches  and  clocks,  of  which  nearly  a 
million  are  exported  annually  :  the 
central  seats  or  it  may  be  said  to  be 
the  valley  of  Chaux  de  Fonds  and 
Locle  (Rte.  50)  ;  but  much  is  done  in 
the  town  of  Neuch&te1|  in  Sonvillier, 


Sonceboz,  and  the  large  villages  of 
the  Val  St.  Imier ;  Sonvillier  making 
60,000  watches  yearly,  and  St.  Imier 
a  still  larger  number.  Most  of  the 
watches  sold  at  Geneva  are  made  in 
the  canton  of  Neuchatel ;  the  dealers 
at  Geneva  contracting  for  all  the  good 
ones,  and  leaving  the  bad. 

liailioaf/s  to  £ocle  and  Chaux  de 
Fonds; — to  Paris,  by  Pontarlier  and 
Dijon  (this  is  the  most  direct  and 
the  shortest  route  from  Paris  to  Switz- 
erland);— to  Tverdun,  Lausanne,  and 
Geneva; — to  Bienne,  Basle,  and  Lu- 
cerne. So  that  it  is  brought  into  easy 
and  rapid  communication  with  all  the 
great  towns  in  Switzerland.  The 
station  is  on  a  height  above  the  town, 
and  may  be  reached  by  shady  by- 
paths. 

Steamers  cross  the  lake  from  Neu- 
chatel to  Mornt  and  Estavayer,  on 
the  way  to  Freyburg  and  Berne, 
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ROUTE  49. 

BTENNE  TO  YVERDUN  AND  LAUSANNE, 
BY  THE  LAKES  OF  BTENNE  AND  NEU- 
CIIXTEU — ^R  A ILWA  Y. 

Bienne  to  Neuchatel,  18  m.,  Rly. 
If  h. 

Neuch&tel  to  YYerdiin,  23  m. 
Rly.  li  h. 

Yverdun  to  Lausanne,  26 (  m.  Rly. 
Hhr, 

Bienne  is  described  in  Rte.  3. 

The  rly.  to  Neuch&tel  passes  near 
Ntfd  lUy  a  Tillag^c  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  with  a  picturesque  castle,  flanked 
by  round  towers  and  surmounted  by  a 
tall  square  keep.  The  lords  of  Nydan, 
an  extinct  branch  of  the  former  lords 
of  Neuch&tel,  were  foes  of  Berne ;  their 
stronghold  now  bears  on  its  front  the 
Bernese  bear,  painted  of  colossal  di- 
mensions, and  is  converted  into  the 
caJitonal  salt-warehouse.  From  the 
slope  of  the  hill  near  Belmont  a  good 
Tiew  is  obtained  of  the  lake  and  of 
St.  Peter's  Isle,  rt.,  near  a  fir-wood, 
rises  an  obelisk,  by  way  of  monument 
to  the  Swiss  who  fell  here  doing  battle 
against  the  French  1798. 

The  Zihl  (Thiele),  which  drains  the 
lake  of  Bienne,  passes  near  Nidau. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  railway 
steamers  have  ceased  to  navigate  the 
lake  of  Kienne.  The  trains  run  along 
its  W.  bank  and  command  a  fine  view 
of  it:  but  the  Jura  chain  is  hid. 

Twann  Stat,  (//in.  Bear).  Row 
boats  may  be  had  here  to  visit  the 
island. 

The  Lake  of  Bienne  (German  Bieler 
See)  is  about  10  m.  long,  and  nearly 
3  broad.  It  is  8  feet  lower  than  the 
lake  of  Neuchatel,  whose  waters  it 
receives  at  its  S.  extremity  by  the 
Thiele,  discharging  them  again  at  the 
K.E.  comer,  through  a  continuation 
of  the  same  river.  Its  banks  are 
neither  bold  nor  striking,  but  it  pos- 
sesses much  quiet  beauty  of  scenery, 


although  it  owes  its  celebrity  chiefly 
to  Rousseau's  residence  on  it,  and  to 
his  somewhat  extravagant  praises. 
The  Isle  St.  Pierre,  on  which  he  took 
refuge  for  2  months,  in  1765,  after  his 
proscription  at  Paris,  and  his  pre- 
tended stoning  at  Metiers  (Rte.  51), 
is  situated  about  6  m.  from  Bienne. 
Boats  may  be  hired  at  almost  all  the 
villages  on  the  lake  to  row  to  it. 
Carriages  may  be  sent  on  from  Bienne 
to  Gleresse,  a  village  opposite  the 
island,  to  wait.  The  island,  a  pretty 
object,  is  a  ridge  of  sandstone,  rising 
12  ft.  above  the  lake,  and  prolonged 
southwards,  under  water,  to  the  hill 
called  Johmont.  It  is  crowned  by  a 
grove  of  magnificent  old  oaks,  the 
shade  of  whicn  in  summer  is  most  re- 
freshing. 

Rousseau's  room  is  preserved  nearly 
as  he  left  it,  except  that  its  walls,  doors, 
shutters,  and  windows  are  scribbled 
over  with  names  of  all  nations.  To 
escape  the  importunities  of  curious 
visitors  he  used  to  climb  up  by  a  stove, 
through  a  trap-door  (still  shown) 
into  the  garret,  and  frequently,  when 
informed  by  his  host  that  a  party  had 
come  expressly  to  see  him,  refused  to 
appear — "  Je  ne  suis  pas  ici  dans  une 
menagerie." 

The  most  extensive  peat-moss  in 
Switzerland  lies  on  the  S.E.  shore  of 
the  lake  of  Bienne.  The  Gothic  abbey 
of  St.  Jean  is  now  a  manufactory, 
where  the  peat  is  condensed  and 
transmuted  into  benzine  oil,  petro- 
leum, and  pigments.  An  ancient 
lacustrine  ■village  has  been  dug  out  of 
the  peat,  1000  ft.  from  the  present 
shore. 

Nenreville  Stat.  (Germ.  Kencnstadi) 
[Inns:  Couronnc,  or  Pension  Grether, 
out  of  the  town  on  the  S.  side,  sur- 
rounded by  as  much  shade  as  the  vine- 
yards will  afford),  a  thriving  little  town 
of  1 200  Inhab.  f  here  French  is  spoken), 
on  the  edge  of  the  lake,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Chasseral,  whose  stmimit  (4955  ft) 
may  be  reached  in  4  hrs. ;  by  carriage 
roatd  to  the  village  of  Nodz  3  hrs., 
path  thence  to  summit  1  hr. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
near  its  S.  extremity,  stands  Erlach 
(Cerlier),    at  the  foot  of  the  Joli- 
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mont,  a  hill  of  sandstone,  which 
sends  out  the  spur  prolonged  into  the 
Isle  St.  Pierre,  producing  shallows 
covered  with  reeds  stretching  into  the 
lake.  This  hill  is  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  snakes  to  be  found  upon  it. 

Lcmdenm  Stat,  is  the  picturesque 
old  Swiss  town  near  the  mouth  of 
the  very  shallow  river  Thiele^  or 
Zihlj  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  lake  of  Neuch^tel  find  their  way 
into  the  lake  of  Bienne.  After 
passing  under  a  wooden  bridge  and 
then  under  an  ancient  stone  bridge, 
close  to  which  is  the  castle  of  Thiele, 
the  river  becomes  exceedingly  nar- 
row and  crooked,  and  difficult  to  na- 
vi^te. 

The  lake  of  Neuchfttel  is  about  25 
m.  long  and  7  m.  wide;  475  ft.  deep, 
and  1420  ft.  above  the  sea:  the  lake  of 
Bienne  is  3  ft.  lower.  The  Jura 
mountains  form  one  side  of  the  lake, 
the  other  side  is  comparatively  flat; 
and  the  scenery,  though  not  unpleas- 
ing,  is  tame. 

Emerging  from  a  tunnel  the  train 
reaches 

St.  Blaize  Stat.  The  line  continues 
to  rise  until  it  overlooks  the  whole  lake. 

Neuciiatbl  Junct.  Stat,  (Bte.  48). 

The  Svoiss  Western  Railtvay,  Trains 
to  Lausanne  in  2},  3^  hrs.  At  first 
our  line  runs  side  by  side  with  that 
to  Pontarlier ;  about  a  mile  from 
Neuchatel  the  railroad  crosses  the 
glen  of  Serrieres  by  a  lofty  viaduct. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  runs  the 
road,  over  a  handsome  stone  bridge 
built  by  Marshal  Berthier.  Near  it  is 
a  little  hamlet,  composed  of  a  group 
of  water-mills,  turned  by  a  re- 
markable stream,  rising  in  the  head 
of  the  dell  and  falling  mto  the  lake, 
after  a  course  of  not  more  than  ^  a 
mile.  Though  it  remains,  as  it  were, 
but  a  few  minutes  above  ground,  it 
rises  in  sufficient  force  and  volume  to 
turn  a  wheel  within  200  yards  of  its 
source,  and  subsequently  sets  in  mo- 
tion several  others,  botn  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  It  is  fed  from 
reservoirs  within  the  mountain,  and 
is  probably  to  be  identified  with 
some  of  those  singular  streams  which 


bury  themselves  in  various  places 
among  the  cavernous  range  of  the 
Jura. 

The  rly.  descends  towards 

Auvemier  Junct.  Stat.,  where  that 
to  Pontarlier  turns  rt.  Our  line  also 
quits  the  lake  to  rejoin  it  beyond 
Bevaix. 

[About  3  m.  farther  is  Columbier, 
once  the  seat  of  the  Scotch  Marshal 
Keith,  the  friend  and  general  of 
Frederick  the  Great ;  he  was  gover- 
nor of  Neuchatel.  Cortaillod,  by  the 
water-side,  produces  one  of  the  best 
wines  in  the  canton.  The  village 
Boudri,  on  the  Reuse,  was  the  birth- 
place (1764)  of  the  demagogue  Ma- 
rat] 

Bev&lx  Stat. 

Gtorgier  St.  Aubin  Stat.  From  this 
the  ascent  of  the  Creux  du  Vent  (Rte, 
51)  may  be  made.  rt.  is  the  well-pre- 
served castle  of  Vaiimarcust  beyond 
which  the  canton  de  Vaud  is  entered. 

Concise  Stat.  {Inn:  Ecu  de  France). 
More  than  800  stone  axes,  chisels, 
and  other  tools  were  dredged  up  from 
the  lake  near  this  in  1861. 

Near  Coroelles,  at  the  road-side 
stand  3  upright  blocks  of  granite  8  to 
10  ft.  high,  by  some  supposed  to  have 
been  raised  by  the  Swiss  as  a  memo- 
rial of  the  victory  of  Grandson,  but 
more  probably  of  Druidic  origin. 

Grandaon  Stat, — (Inn:  Lion  d'Or) 
—a  town  of  890  Inhab.  The  rly. 
passes  through  the  enclosure  of  the 
venerable  Castle^  now  converted  into 
a  snuff-manufactory,  on  an  eminence 
above  the  lake.  It  is  historically 
remarkable  because  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Grandson  it  resisted  for  10 
days  the  assaults  and  artillery  of 
the  Burgundian  army.  When  at 
length  the  ^rrison,  reduced  by  fam- 
ine and  invited  by  the  offer  of  free 
Eardon,  by  a  spy  or  deserter  who 
ad  entered  the  castle  by  stealth,  sur- 
rendered it,  Charles,  with  a  ferocity 
peculiar  to  his  character,  caused  them 
to  be  stripped  and  hung  by  hundreds 
on  the  surrounding  trees,  and  as  many 
more  to  be  drowned  in  the  lake.  But 
two  days  after,  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
1476,  he  expiated  this  atrocious  crime, 
and  experienced  the  vengeance  of  the 
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Swiss,  in  tlie  memorable  defeat  of  his 
host,  50,000  strong,  by  the  army  of 
the  confederates,  amounting  to  not 
much  more  than  \  of  that  number  ; 
and  was  himself  compelled  to  fly  for 
his  life  across  the  mountains,  with 
only  5  followers.  The  spoil  of  his 
camp,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
victors,  included  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
600  standards,  all  his  jewels  and  re- 
galia, costly  hangings,  and  military 
chest ;  on  that  day  gold  and  diamonas 
were  dealt  out  to  the  Swiss  by  hand- 
fiils.  In  this  battle,  however,  as  in 
those  of  Morat  and  Nancy,  the  Swiss 
were  invading  the  then  territories  of 
the  Dukes  of  Savoy  or  of  Burgundy. 
The  scene  of  the  battle  lay  between 
Concise  and  Corcelles;  but  the  final 
rout  of  the  Burgundians  was  at  the 
little  river  between  the  battlefield 
and  Grandson. 

The  Chivrch  of  Grandson  isof  10th  or 
11th  centy.  The  prior's  stall  of  wood 
is  worth  notice.  Farel  preached  the 
reformed  doctrines  from  its  pulpit. 
There  is  a  path  over  the  hills  from 
Grandson  to  Metiers  Travers. 

The  rly.  skirts  the  lake  and  crosses 
the  Thiele. 

TverdunStat,  (Grer.  rferteny—flrms: 
H.  de  Londres ;  Croix  Fedenue),  a 
town  of  5029  Inhab.,  at  the  S.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel,  at 
the  spot  where  the  Orbc  (thenceforth 
called  Thiele)  hMa  into  it  It  is 
built  upon  the  site  of  the  Roman 
Ehrodmumij  whose  name,  with  a  little 
change,  it  still  inherits. 

The  Castle,  built  in  the  12th  cen- 
tury by  Conrad  of  Ziihringen,  is  in 
the  middle  of  the  town,  and  is  modern- 
ised and  uninteresting.  It  became 
the  school-house  and  residence  of 
Pestalozzi,  from  1805  to  1825.  Al- 
though the  founder  of  a  system  of 
education,  and  of  many  schools  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  he  was  a  very 
bad  practical  schoolmaster  himself; 
and  this  establishment,  the  head- 
quarters as  it  were  of  his  system, 
turned  out  a  signal  failure. 

There  are  some  pretty  promenades 
by  the  side  of  the  lake,  and  the  town 
is  sufficiently  nicturesque. 

A  very  delightful  excursion  may 


be  made  from  this  up  to  the  Lac  de 
Joux  (Rte.  52). 

Diligence  to  Ste.  Croix,  noted  for 
the  manufacture  of  musical  boxes 
(50,000  in  a  year). 

From  Yverdun  the  rly.  proceeds 
through  a  fertile  and  thrivmg  country, 
along  the  valley  of  the  Thiele,  with 
fine  views  of  the  Jura  range  to  the 
W.,  and  often  a  view  of  snow-peaks 
to  the  S.  and  £.  Before  coming  to 
Chavomay  8Uxt,  the  fine  castle  of 
CKampmont  will  be  observed  on  the 
rt  [From  Chavomay  Stat,  branch 
rail  to  Orbe  (Rte.  52).]  Soon  after 
this  the  rly.  passes  by  two  short 
tunnels  through  the  low  range  of  hills 
which  separates  the  valley  of  the 
Thiele,  or  Ori)e,  from  that  of  the 
Venoge,  and  descends  the  valley  of 
the  Venoge,  The  ch.  of  Cossonay  is 
prettily  situated  on  a  height,  and  the 
rly.  passes  through  a  fine  country  to 

Bussigny  June.  Stat,  whence  one 
branch  of  the  rly.  goes  to  Morses 
and  Geneva  (Rte.  53),  the  other 
through  some  green  and  pleasant  val- 
leys, without  any  extensive  view,  to 

Xjausamne  Juhct.  Stat.  (Rte.  55), 
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ROUTE  60. — ^ueuchItel  to  chaux  de  fonds.    .      Sect  I. 

Through  a  tunnel  under  the  Col  des 
Leges,  which  the  high-road  sur- 
mounts; close  to  it  is 

Ck>nTers  Stat.  Another  tunnel  be- 
fore 

Chaux  de  Fonds  Stat. — (Fnns:  Fleur 
de  Lys,  Balances,  Lion  d'Or,  all  indif- 
ferent)—a  town  of  18,000  Inhab.,  in  a 
bleak,  upland,  and  desolate  Talley, 
bare  of  wood  and  nearly  destitute 
of  water,  and  from  its  ?reat  eleva- 
tion of  8070  fL  above  Uie  sea,  ca- 
pable of  producing  only  a  scanty  crop 
of  oats.  The  village  covers  an  area 
not  less  than  that  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, each  cotta^  being  an  isolated 
cube,  surrounded  by  a  croft  or  garden 
half  an  acre  or  an  acre  in  extent;  it 
was,  however,  burnt  in  1794.  Its 
inhabitants  are  reputed  to  be  very 
rich.  It  is  the  chief  seat  of  the  manu- 
facture of  clocks  and  watches.  This  is 
not  carried  on  in  large  factories,  but  in 
the  separate  dwellings  of  the  workmen. 
Each  man  usually  makes  only  one 
particular  piece  of  machinery,  leaving 
even  the  finishing  of  it  to  others.  The 
number  of  persons  here  and  at  Locle, 
and  in  the  neighbouring  district,  en- 
gaged in  different  branches  of  watch- 
making is  about  12,000 ;  the  wa^es 
vary  from  2^  fr.  to  1 0  fr.  a  day.  The 
number  of  gold  and  silver  watches 
made  in  Locle  and  registered  at  the 
Board  of  Control  in  1861,  was  216,830. 
This  is  not  the  actual  number  made, 
which  amounted  to  600,000.  In  1774 
the  total  number  of  watches  made  was 
300.  There  are  two  subterranean  miih 
here,  turned  by  the  stream  of  the 
valley  pre^dous  to  its  sinking  under- 
grouna ;  the  rocks  have  been  blasted 
to  afford  space  for  the  mills ;  but 
those  at  Locle  are  even  more  curious. 
Diligences  to  Porentrui; — to  Sonceboz, 
by  the  Val  St.  Imier. 

The  DoubSf  which  separates  Switzer- 
land from  France,  traverses  one  of 
those  singular  fissures  common  in  the 
Jura  limestone,  and  descends  in  a  fall 
(le  Saut  du  Doubs)  80  ft.  high.  Above 
the  fall  the  river,  dammed  up  by  rocks, 
spreads  out  into  a  sort  of  lake;  below, 
for  the  space  of  nearly  6  m.,  it  runs 
between  rocks  800  or  1000  ft  high, 
presenting  to  the  pedestrian  both  here 


ROUTE  50. 

keuchItel  to  chaux  de  fokds 
andle  locle. 

About  20  m.  Railway  by  La  Chaux 
de  Fonds  to  Le  Locle  in  about  3  hrs. 

Diligence  from  Neuch&tel  to  Le 
Locle  by  Les  Fonts. 

[The  high-road  to  Chaux  de  Fonds 
runs  directly  through  the  profound 
chasm  of  the  Seyon  (Rte.  48). 

Vallengin  —  {Inn  :  Couronne)  —  is 
the  principal  place  in  the  fertile  Val 
de  Buz — 430  Lihab.  Its  Castle  (now 
a  prison)  is  in  part  as  old  as  the  1 2th 
century :  its  base  is  washed  by  the 
Seyon.  The  Churchy  a  perfectly  re- 
gular Gothic  structure,  was  built  by 
a  Count  of  Vallengin,  on  his  return 
from  the  crusades,  in  consequence  of 
a  vow  made  to  the  Virgin  in  a  storm 
at  sea  that  he  would  build  a  church 
upon  the  water ;  accordingly  the  stream 
of  the  valley  is  conducted  under  the 
building. 

A  steep  and  long  ascent  up  the 
Tete  de  Hang  leads  to  Hants  Gene- 
veys.] 

On  quitting  Neuch&tel  Stat,  the 
rly.  (1600  ft.  above  the  lake)  com- 
mands fine  views  I.  over  to  the  Alps. 
It  crpsses  the  Seyon  and  near  the 
viaduct  over  the  valley  of  Serri^res 
penetrates  a  tunnel  1850  ft.  long. 
Fine  Alpine  view  on  emerging. 

Corcelles  Stat.,  2  short  tunnels. 

Chambrelieu  Stat.  See  from  it  the 
line  to  Fontarlier  (Rte.  51),  nearly 
1000  ft.  below.  The  direction  of  the 
line  is  now  reversed  from  S.W.  to  N., 
passing  over  the  2  small  tunnels  just 
mentioned. 

JfdtUs  Geneveys  Stat,  (H6tel  Bey- 
baud),  2944  ft.  above  the  sea,  the 
summit  level  of  the  line. 

rt.    grand    view   of  Mont   Blanc. 
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and  lower  down,  as  fkr  as  Gonmois 
and  St.  Ursitz,  many  scenes  of  beauty 
and  interest 

The  Bly.  makes  another  bend  to 
reach 

Le  Locle  Stat. — (^Tnn :  Trois  Rois) — 
another  scattered  Tillage,  occupied  by 
an  industrious  populatioii  of  9336 
souls;  the  men  chiefly  watchmakers, 
the  women  lacemakers;  rebuilt  since 
a  fire  which  consumed  it  in  1833. 

The  little  stream  of  the  Bied,  which 
traverses  the  valley,  loses  itself,  at  a 
short  distance  from  Locle,  in  a  chasm 
iu  the  rock.  This  outlet,  however, 
proved  insufficient  to  drain  the  valley; 
and  the  district  around  the  town  was, 
in  consequence,  inundated  at  the 
season  of  the  melting  of  the  snows — 
and  not  much  better  than  a  morass  at 
any  time.  To  remedy  this  evil,  a 
tunnel,  950  ft.  long,  was  pierced 
through  the  screen  of  solid  limestone- 
rock  which  encompasses  the  valley  in 
1802-6,  and  this  now  effectually  carries 
off  into  the  Doubs  the  previously  stag- 
nant waters.  At  Col  des  Roches,  a 
short  distance  from  this  artificial 
drain  or  emissary,  and  about  a  mile 
from  T-iOcle,  the  river  disappears  in  a 
natural  opening,  sinking  into  the  heart 
of  the  mountain,  through  a  vertical 
abyss,  more  than  100  ft.  deep.  This 
water-power,  or  privilege,  as  an  Ame- 
rican would  call  It,  is  not  lost;  but,  in 
order  to  render  it  available,  water- 
wheels  have  been  constructed  within 
the  cavernous  cleft,  whose  powerful 
machinery,  impelled  by  the  falling 
stream,  moves  a  com  and  saw  mill. 
"  You  go  down  flights  of  broken  and 
slippery  stairs,  cut  in  the  rock,  to  these 
mills,  placed  one  under  another,  in  very 
frightful  situations  undoubtedly,  but 
rendered  more  so  to  the  imagination 
of  the  beholder  from  the  circum- 
stances of  darkness  and  ignorance  of 
the  means  by  which  the  works  are 
secured,  by  the  noise,  the  unfathom- 
able depth  below,  &c." — Simond. 

An  excursion  to  Saut  du  Doubs  can 
be  made  in  two  ways.  1 .  A  pretty 
char-road  leads  from  La  Chaux  de 
Fonds  to  the  Planchettes ;  thence  to 
Moron  in  ^  hr.,  and  to  the  Saut  f  hr.,  I 
ftlong  the  bank  of  the  river,  returning  | 


by  Lea  Brenets  and  Le  Locle.  2.  A 
good  carriage-road  goes  from  La 
Chaux  de  Fonds  to  the  Locle,  thence 
to  the  mill  of  the  Col  des  Roches,  Im 
Roche  Fendue,  the  elegant'' village  of 
the  Brenets. 

A  special  festival,  called  the  File  da 
Saut  du  DoubSf  is  celebrated  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month  of  July, 
and  draws  thither  sometimes  100  boats 
with  music  and  feasting. 

Za  Roche  Fendue  is  an  aperture  bored 
in  the  rock,  dividing  Switzerland  from 
France,  commenc^  1779,  and  only 
lately  finished,  by  which  the  road  to 
Besan^n  is  shortened  by  6  m.:  it 
opens  a  singular  view  over  the  Yal  de 
Doubs. 

There  is  another  road  from  Locle 
to  Neuch&tel,  by  Chaux  de  Milieu, 
Les  Fonts,  the  heights  of  La  Tourne, 
and  Corcelles. 
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BOUTE  51. 

PONTARLIEIt  (in  FRANCE)  TO  NEU- 
chItel,  BT  XOTIEBS  TBAVEBS. 

Aboat  32  Eng.  m.  BaUway  (Franco- 
Snisse)  opening  the  most  direct  com- 
munication between  Paris  and  W. 
Switzerland;  3  trains  daily  in  2}  hrs. 
It  passes  through  scenery  of  great 
interest. 

Pontarlier — (^Itms:  La  Poste,  good; 
H.  National;  La  Croix  Blanche) — the 
last  town  in  France.  [See  Handbook 
of  France']. 

The  Railroad  first  ascends  by  the 
side  of  the  river  Doubs,  and  through 
the  pass  of  La  Cluse,  which  may  be 
called  a  mountain  gateway  between 
France  and  Switzerland,  to  St  Pierre 
de  Joux.  The  defile  is  commanded  by 
Qrt.)  the  Chateau  de  Joux^  situated  on 
the  summit  of  a  precipice,  at  the  foot 
of  which  the  roads  m>m  Pontarlier 
and  Salins,  and  those  from  Neuch&tel 
and  Geneya,  by  Jougne,  tmite.  It  has 
been  strengthened  ?reatly  by  new 
works  and  a  detached  fort  (1.).  This 
frontier-fort  was  the  prison  of  the  un- 
fortunate Toussaint  rOuverture,  when 
treacherously  carried  off  from  St. 
Domingo  bv  command  of  Napoleon. 
He  ended  his  days  here,  some  say  bpr 
violent  means;  but  the  sudden  transi- 
tion from  the  climate  of  the  tropics  to 
a  dank  dungeon  on  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  sufficiently  explains  the  cause  of 
his  death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
Here  also  was  confined,  previously, 
another  remarkable  prisoner,  iftra- 
beauj  who  was  sent  hitner  by  virtue  of 
a  lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by  his 
fother,  "I'Ami  des  Hommes,"  as  he 
called  himself  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
own  family,  as  he  proved  himself. 
Mirabeau,  having  by  his  insinuating 
manners  obtained  leave  from  the  go- 
vernor to  visit  the  town  of  PontarHer 


Ob  parole,  made  love  to  Madame  de 
Monnier,  the  young  wife  of  an  old 
magistrate  there,  and  eloped  with  her 
to  Holland.  She  was  the  Sophie  to 
whom  he  addressed  some  of  nis  ob« 
scene  writings. 

Between  the  villages  of  Verri^res 
de  Joux  and  Verridres  de  Suisse,  the 
French  frontier  is  crossed.  The  Cus- 
tom-house r^ralations  on  this  part  of 
the  French  m>ntier  are  more  than 
usually  rigorous.  Passengers  by  rly. 
avoid  this  inconvenience. 

The  country  now  becomes  exceed- 
ingly romantic — the  hills  clothed  with 
forests,  the  valleys  carpeted  with  tibe 
richest  verdure,  and  sprinkled  vrith 
neat  cottages  in  the  picturesaue  style 
of  architecture  peculiar  to  the  chain 
of  the  Jura  and  Alps.  Cheese,  nearly 
as  good  as  that  of  Gruydres,  and  sold 
under  that  name,  is  made  on  the  up- 
land pastures  of  the  Jura. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  into  the  Val  Travers  is 
through  another  narrow  gorge,  called 
La  Chafne,  because  the  passage  was 
at  one  time  stopped  by  a  massy 
chain  drawn  across  the  road,  and 
fastened  to  staples  in  the  rock.  This 
primitive  fortification  is  said  to  have 
been  a  relic  of  the  Burgundian  wars, 
intended  to  arrest  the  artillery  of 
Charles  the  Bold. 

At  the  village  of  St  Sulpice  the 
river  Reuse,  "vmich  waters  the  Val 
Travers,  rises  out  of  the  rock.  This 
abundant  source  is  said  to  be  the  out- 
let of  the  Lac  d'Etali^res,  situated 
about  10  miles  off,  among  the  hills. 

Fieurier  {Inn:  Couronne,  good) 
(2600  Inhab.),  built  on  both  sides  of 
the  Keuse,  thrives  by  the  manufacture 
of  watches. 

Bovaresse  Stat.,  Travers  Stat  Here 
is  a  tunnel. 

Couvet  Stat  Omnibus  to  Metiers. 
Diligence  daily  to  Le  Locle  by  Les 
Ponts.  Distilleries  of  Kirschwasser. 
At  Presta,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river, 
is  a  mine  of  asphalte  worked  by  a 
Parisian  company.  Stratum  12  ft. 
thick.  Far  down,  on  the  opposi  te  side 
of  the  ▼alley  lies 

Afotiera  Travere — (Inns:  Hotel  de 
Ville,  good;  Maison  de  Commune)~7 
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a  dean,  thriying  village  inhabited  by 
watch  and  lace  makers,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Beuse.  It  was  the  place 
of  residence  of  Jean  Jacoues  Rousseau 
after  his  banishment  from  Geneya. 
In  the  house  occupied  by  him  his 
desk  is  shown,  at  which  he  wrote  his 
celebrated  '  Lettres  de  la  Montaene ;' 
and  up  stairs,  in  a  wooden  gallery, 
two  peeping-holes,  through  which  he 
coula  oDserre  people  out  of  doors 
without  being  seen  himself.  He 
quitted  the  place  under  the  pretence 
of  haying  been  persecuted,  and  be- 
cause the  boys  threw  stones  at  his 
windows. 

The  Val  Trayers  is  highly  pic- 
turesque. 

Noiraigae  Stat.  [From  this  the 
ascent  of  the  Creux  de  Vent,  4800  ft., 
may  be  made  in  1  hr. ;  descent  by 
St.  Aubin  or  Boudry.  **  Its  summit 
is  hollowed  out  into  a  yast  and  pro- 
found cavity,  500  ft.  deep,  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  limestone  rock 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.**  It 
is  more  than  2  m.  in  diameter.  '*  At 
times,  when  a  change  of  weather  is 
impending,  the  crater  of  the  moun- 
tain is  seen  to  become  suddenly  filled 
with  a  cloud  of  white  yapour,  work- 
ing and  rising  and  falling  with  an 
easy  but  perceptible  motion,  until  the 
whole  hoUow  presents  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  caiddron  oi  boiling 
vapour,  which  seldom  rises  above  the 
edge.  If  any  escape,  it  is  by  the 
opening  towards  the  defile ;  and  I 
have  seen  it  repeatedly  issue  in  a 
thin  white  line,  and  float  gradually 
down  the  centre  of  the  valley  till 
imperceptibly  diminished  and  dissi- 
pated.'*— Latrdibe, 

The  echo  -produced  by  firing  a  gun 
within  the  Creux  de  vent  is  like  a 
scattered  fire  of  musketry,  or  a  suc- 
cession of  discharges  from  a  battery ; 
and  the  hollow  may  be  called  tne 
very  cradle  of  the  winds,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  perpetually  blowing  from 
It.] 

The  view  now  opens  of  the  Lake  of 
Keuchfttel,  rt;  for  below  is  seen  the 
viaduct  of  the  Tverdun  Railway, 
while  high  up  overhead  is  the  Stat. 


of  Chambrelieu  of  the  Ghaux  de 
Fonds  Rljr. 

Auvemier  Stat.  Here  we  meet  the 
Neuch&tel  and  Yverdun  Line  (Rte. 
49),  and  the  two  run  side  by  side.  Near 
this  fine  views  of  the  Lake  and  the 
Alps.  Gradual  ascent  to  the  lofty 
viaduct  over  the  gorge  of  Serri^res. 
Above  the  gorge  the  Castle  Beaure- 
gard is  seen. 

The  rly.  line  along  the  valley  of 
the  Reuse  has  encountered  and  over- 
come very  considerable  engineering 
difficulties.  3  viaducts  and  1 1  tunnels 
occur  in  a  space  of  21  m. 

NeuchItbl  JuNcr.  Stat,  and  Ter- 
minus (Rte.  48),  high  up  above  the 
lake.  By  shady  waUcs  the  pedestrian 
may  descend  to  the  lake  into  the 
town,  avoiding  the  dusty  road. 
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ROUTE  62. 

TVEBDUN,  OR  LAUSANNE,  TO  THE  LAC 
DB  JOUX. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  pretty  ex- 
cursion of  two  days,  well  worth  taking 
by  those  who  wish  to  see  the  best 
Jura  scenery. 

There  are  dtlijnences  to  Le  Pont^  in 
the  Yallee  de  Joux,  from — a,  Cos- 
sonay;  6,  Chavomay. 

a.  Gossoniy  Stat.  TRte.  49).  From 
this  a  diligence  wiui  only  two  seats 
starts  once  a  day,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  train  from  Lausanne,  and  reaches 
liC  Font  in  4  hrs.  up  (3  hrs.  down), 
passing  over  a  high  ridge,  whence 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

Ze  Pent  (see  below). 

6.  Chavomay  Stat,  (Rte.  49).  From 
this  an  omnibus  goes,  on  the  arrival 
of  most  trains,  to  Orbe,  2  m. ;  whence 
diligence  once  a  day  to  Le  Pont,  13  m. 
The  diligence  is  very  slow,  and,  stop- 
pages included,  not  less  than  5  hrs. 
are  consumed  between  Chavomay  and 
Le  Pont. 

After  leaving  Chavomay  Stat,  the 
road  crosses  numerous  branches  of 
the  Orbe  and  Noxon,  through  a  fiat 
valley  to 

Orbe  (Inn:  Ecu  de  France,  fair  and 
cheap;  Maison  de  Ville;  Guillaume 
Tell),  a  very  picturesque  and  ancient 
town  of  1927  Inhab.,  built  on  a  hill 
nearly  insulated  by  the  Orbe,  which 
is  crossed  by  3  bridges.  The  lower 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  the  Valine  de 
Joux,  is  of  great  antiquity  ;  the  upper 
and  modem  one,  of  a  single  arch,  1 24  ft. 
span,  is  in  use  at  present.  Orbe  was 
tne  Roman  station  Urhijcnum^  and  a 
place  of  importance  in  the  middle  ages, 
under  the  Burgundian  Kings,  who 
had  a  Boyal  Ctistle  here.  The  fair  but 
craelBrunehilde,  Queen  of  the  Franks, 
.took  refuge  here,  with  her  grand- 
daughter, out  was  carried  a  prisixier 


to  Worms,  and  there  barbarously  put 
to  death.  The  three  sons  of  Lothaire  I. 
met  here,  in  855,  to  divide  his  king- 
dom. In  1475  the  Swiss  took  Orbe 
by  assault;  but  the  Gtstle  made  a 
lengthened  resistance.  The  garrison, 
yielding  st^  by  step,  disputed  the 
possession  or  each  chamber,  stair,  and 
passage.  The  last  remnant  were  pur* 
sued  into  a  tower,  which  the  Swiss  set 
fire  toy  and  the  few  who  fell  into  their 
hands  alive  were  thrown  over  the 
battlements.  The  site  of  the  castle 
now  forms  the  public  promenade, 
whence  in  clear  weather  there  is  a 
fine  view  over  the  valleys  of  the  Orbe 
and  Noxon  to  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Two  towers  of  the  castle  are  still 
standing. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1639  to 
connect  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Neu- 
chfttel  by  a  canal  between  the  rivers 
Orbe  aiid  Venoge ;  it  was  cut  as  far 
as  Entre  Roche,  about  12  ol,  but  was 
never  carried  further. 

About  2  m.  above  Orbe,  near  Mont 
Charand,  is  a  cascade  of  the  Orbe. 

The  road  to  the  valley  of  Joux 
leaves  Orbe  by  the  new  bridge  span- 
ning the  ravine  of  the  Orbe,  and  soon 
begins  to  ascend  by  a  series  of  zig- 
zags, commanding  very  fine  views  of 
the  snowy  alps  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  the  Jura  range  on  the  other.  The 
country  through  which  the  road 
passes  is  fertile  and  pretty,  and  the 
road  in  beautiful  order. 

£omainmotier  is  a  small  village, 
most  picturesauely  placed  in  a  hollow. 
The  cnurch  or  its  old  abbey  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  interesting  in 
Switzerland;  the  nave  remains  as  it 
was  in  753.  The  road  now  follows 
the  green  and  pleasant  valley  of  the 
little  river  Nozon,  continually  ascend- 
ing for  1^  hr.  to 

Vaulion,  a  little  village  in  a  wider 
part  of  the  valley,  inhibited  by  shoe- 
makers, and  overhung  by  the  Dent 
de  Vaulion.  [The  diligence  stops  a 
long  time  here,  and  the  pedestrian 
will  do  well  to  ascend  the  Dent  de 
Vaulion  at  once,  walking  about  1^  m. 
along  the  high  road,  then  turning 
to  the  right  and  ascending  the 
mountain  wnich  lies  before  him,  de- 
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Bcending  from  the  snminit  by  another 
path  to  Le  Font]  A  series  of  zig- 
zags take  the  carriage-road  to  a  higher 
level,  where  little  but  short  grass, 
rocks,  and  firs  is  to  be  seen.  The 
road  is  beautifully  kept,  and  reminds 
the  traveller  strongly  of  a  large  Eng- 
lish park.  A  short  descent  through 
a  narrow  pass,  bordered  by  limestone 
cliffs  and  firs,  brings  us  to 

Ze  Pont  (Inn:  H.  de  la  Truite, 
tolerable),  a  little  village,  named  from 
a  bridge  across  the  channel  which 
connects  the  Lac  de  Joux  with  the 
small  Lac  des  Brenets.  It  is  very  pret- 
tily situated  at  the  N.  end  of  the  Lac 
de  Joux,  and  looks  like  an  English, 
village,  with  its  neat  roads,  good 
houses,  and  green  fields.  There  are 
glides,  but  only  one  or  two  horses, 
and  no  sidesaddles.  Care  should 
be  taken  in  walking  amongst  these 
mountains  to  avoid  old  wells  dug  for 
the  flocks,  and  imperfectly  covered. 
An  unfortunate  English  gentleman, 
named  Herbert,  was  drowned  in  one 
near  the  chalets  of  the  Mont  Tendre 
in  1 837,  and  is  buried  at  Mont  Richer. 

The  valley  in  which  the  Lac  de 
Jo'tx  is  situated  contains  two  other 
lakes,  Le  Ter  and  Brenets,  and  is  en- 
tirely shut  in  by  high  hills  ;  so  that, 
although  these  sheets  of  water  are  fed 
by  all  the  streams  of  the  valley,  they 
have  no  visible  outlet  above  gprouna. 
There  are,  however,  large  cavities  and 
orifices  in  the  beds  of  these  lakes, 
called  entonnoirSj  through  which  the 
waters  escape.  These  fissures  are 
sometimes  incapable  of  carrying  off 
the  waters,  and  thus  inundations  are 
caused  in  the  valley.  A  tunnel,  of  no 
very  great  extent,  might  drain  the 
lake  entirely.  The  Lac  de  Joux  is 
3210  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Its  quiet  aspect,  surrounded  by  grassy 
mountains,  limestone  cliffs,  and  woods 
of  beech  and  fir,  would,  if  it  were 
more  in  the  highway,  make  the  valley 
a  popular  resort.  Several  pleasant 
excursions  may  be  made. 

a.  To  ascend  the  Dent  de  Vaxdionj 
the  summit  of  which  is  not  visible 
from  Le  Pont,  go  along  the  high  road 
to  Vallorbe  for  about  a  mile,  until 
the  road  opens  into  a  little  valley. 


Cross  the  little  meadow  or  marsh,  and 
begin  to  ascend  through  the  woods  in 
a  N.E.  direction.  After  a  short  walk 
through  the  wood  the  path  follows  a 
little  valley  or  depression  of  green 
sward,  between  fir-trees  and  beeches. 
Beyond  this  there  is  no  r^ular  path, 
but  you  should  continue  to  ascend, 
and  the  top  (4930  ft.)  will  be  reached 
in  an  hour's  good  walking  from  Le 
Pont.  A  guide  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  but  without  one  you  veiU 
probably  lose  some  time.  Tne  N.W. 
side  of  the  summit  is  a  sheer  lime- 
stone precipice  of  some  1500  ft.,  look- 
ing down  into  the  green  valley  of  the 
Orbe.  N.  b  seen  the  range  of  the 
Jura,  E.  the  Bernese  Alps,  S.  the 
chain  of  the  Pennine  Alps  to  Mont 
Blanc  ;  the  rest  is  concealed  by  the 
Mont  Tendre.  S.W.  the  lake  and 
valley  of  Joux. 

6.  About  y)  min.  from  the  village 
of  AbbayCj  which  is  2  nu  from  Le 
Pont,  by  climbing  up  a  steep  and 
picturesque  ravine,  out  of  which  a  fine 
stream  issues,  a  cavern,  called  Chau- 
di^re  d*Enfer,  will  be  found,  into 
which,  by  crawling  and  using  a  rope, 
you  can  penetrate  about  200  yds.  to  a 
little  lake  or  pool.  There  are  other 
unexplored  recesses  in  the  cavern. 
Guide  at  the  inn,  2  fr. 

c.  Another  ascent  is  to  the  Mont 
Tendre  (5510  ft.).  The  path  to  it  goes 
up  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  ravine,  behind 
Abbaye;  and  the  ascent  occupies  3  hrs. 
from  Le  Pont.  The  view  fVom  its 
summit,  extending  to  Mont  Blanc  on 
the  one  side,  and  to  Soleure  on  the 
other,  will  repay  the  trouble  of  the 
ascent.  There  is  a  path  down  the 
opposite  side  of  the  mountain,  lead- 
ing, in  2  hrs.,  to  the  village  of  Mont 
Richer. 

d.  Instead  of  returning  direct  to 
Chavornay,  the  pedestrian  who  has 
ascended  the  Dent  de  Vaulion  may 
either  take  a  path  on  the  K.  shore  of  the 
Lac  de  Brenets,  or  follow  the  high  road 
to  Vallorbe,  and  visit  the  source  of  the 
Orbcj  which  rises  at  once  a  copious 
spring,  fed  no  doubt  by  subterraneous 
conduits  from  the  Lac  de  Joux.  Near 
the  source  is  an  extensive  cavern, 
called  Qrotte  des  Fees.    The  source  is 
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about  6  m.  ftom  Le  Pont,  round  the 
L.  Brenet.  By  starting  in  the  morning 
the  pedestrian  may  catch  the  diligence 
from  Salins  to  ChaTomay,  and  so 
return  by  the  pretty  vale  oi  the  Orbe. 

e.  Or  the  excursion  may  be  pro- 
longed by  either  shore  of  the  Lac  de 
Joux  to  Le  Brassus^  a  thriving  town 
of  watchmakers,  and  thence  to  L«s 
Sous»e$t  on  the  old  post-road  to  Geneva, 
descending  from  which  place  there  is 
a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

/.  Another  route  is  to  cross  from  Le 
Brassus  to  the  village  of  St.  Georges, 
by  the  Asile  de  Marcheiruz,  3  hrs. 
walk;  from  thence  3  leagues  by  a 
good  road  to  Rolle,  on  the  Lake  of 
Geneva  (Rte.  55). 


ROUTE  63. 

lyons,  or  macon,  to  geneva 
(railway). 

From  Macon  to  Geneva,  114  m.; 
from  Lyons,  100  m.;  3  trains  daily 
in  about  6  and  7  hrs.  The  rly.  from 
Lyons  and  that  from  Paris  (passing 
through  Macon)  join  at  the  AtMneu 


June.  Stat,  distance  28  m.  firom  Lyons, 
42  m.  from  Macon.  There  is  but  one 
express  train  each  way  daily. 

From  Amberieu  the  rly.  ascends 
the*  rocky  valley  of  the  little  river 
Serrant,  making  considerable  curves  to 

Tenay  ^ta^.,  beautifhlly  situated  at 
the  junction  of  three  valleys.  Soon 
after  this  the  road  passes  between 
lofty  cliffs  not  unlike  tnose  of  Clifton, 
and  by  a  series  of  little  lakes,  which 
occasioned  g^eat  difficulties  to  the 
engineers.    A  tunnel  is  passed  to 

RossUlon  Stat,  Here  the  summit 
level  is  reached,  and  the  road  emerges 
on  the  Swiss  side  of  the  Jura.  Lime- 
.stone  mountains  seem  to  close  round 
the  line,  and  there  is  a  magnificent 
view  of  distant  mountains.  The  road 
passes  under  the  Orcmd  Colombier^ 
which  overhangs 

Culoz  June,  St€tt,  {Inns:  Croix 
Blanche  ;  Union).  Here  the  line  to 
Chamb^ry  and  Turin  (Rte.  153) 
branches  off.  The  rly.  to  Geneva 
henceforward  keeps  close  to  the 
Rhdne,  only  leaving  at  one  point  in 
order  to  cut  off  an  angle. 

Seysael  Stat,,  on  the  Rhdne.  Here 
are  quarries  which  furnish  asphalte. 

BiUiat  Stat,  1  m.  hence  is  the  Mal^ 
pertuis  (*'pertuis"  means  a  gorge),  an 
abyss  even  more  imposing  than  the 
Peri€  du  Rhone  (see  further  onX  The 
river  quietly  flows  at  a  depth  of  600  ft. 
between  walls  of  rock,  sometimes  not 
more  than  14  ft.  apart.  The  gorge  of 
the  Valscrene  is  crossed  on  a  viiuluct 
near 

Bellegarde  Stat,  The  last  town  in 
France,  and  French  custom-house. 
Behind  the  H.  de  la  Poste  is  the  cele- 
brated Perte  du  Rh6ne  (Rte.  53  e%  and 
not  far  off  the  Fort  de  fEcluse,  con- 
spicuous from  the  old  coach-road.  The 
Swiss  territory  is  entered  at  Challex, 
7  m.  from 

Geneva  Termimaj  at  end  of  Rue  de 
Mt.  Blanc,  leading  to  the  lake  and 
bridge. 

Geneva.  {Oerm.  Genf ;  RaL  Gi- 
nevra.)  Inns :  H.  de  la  M^tropole,  an 
immense  establishment  opposite  the 
Jardin  Anglais,  a  first-rate  hotel. 
^L'Ecu  de  Geneve,  capital;  Hotel  des 
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Bergues;  Couronne,  well  managed, 
mocferate,  civil  landlord — three  excel* 
lent  inns,  facing  the  lake.  Hotel  Vic- 
toria, near  the  rly.  stat.,  l9t  class ; 
H.  Schweitzerhof ;  H.  Beaurivase  and 
d'Angleterre  ;  H.  de  la  Paix ;  H.  du 
Rhdne  (bad  smells),  reasonable,  2nd 
class  ;  La  Balance,  most  comfortable 
as  a  2nd  class  inn.  Restaurant^  Richter 
(Lion  d'Or),  good.  Cafh^  Du  Nord 
(also  restaurant),  facing  the  lake,  one 
of  the  best  in  Switzerland;  La  Poste. 

Passports  are  never  required  at 
Geneva. 

A  vxdk  through  Geneva  f^m  the 
Bljr.  Stat,  to  the  Bridge  of  Mt.  Blanc. 
View  of  the  mountain  from  Quai  du 
Mt.  Blanc;  Jardin  Anelais;  lleliefof 
Mt.  Blanc;  Pierre  de  Niton;  Public 
Library  in  RueVerdaine;  Cathedral; 
House  of  Calvin,  11,  Rue  des  Cha- 
noines;  House  of  J.  J.  Rousseau,  40, 
Grande  Rue;  Musee  de  1'  Acad^mie; 
H.  de  Yille  ;  Arsenal  opposite  Athe- 
naeum; along  the  promenade  of  La 
Treille  to  the  Botanic  Garden,  by  the 
Theatre  to  Mus^  Rath;  Place  Neuve; 
Fountain  of  the  Escalade  (see  His- 
tory) at  end  of  Rue  des  Allemands; 
by  the  Quais  to  Rue  Mt  Blanc. 

Geneva,  thoueh  the  capital  of  the 
smallest  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  except 
Zug,  is  the  most  populous  town  in 
the  Confederation,  since  it  contains 
41,756  Inhab.  (9322  Rom.  Catholics, 
and  14,795  foreigners).  It  is  well 
situated,  at  the  W.  extremity  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  at  the  point  where 
**  the  blue  waters  of  the  arrowy 
Rhone''  issue  out  of  it.  The  river 
divides  the  town  into  two  parts;  the 
smaller  on  the  rt  bank  being  called 
Quartier  St  Gervais.  The  intensely 
blue  colour  of  the  waters  of  the  Rhone, 
alluded  to  by  Byron,  is  certainly  very 
remarkable,  and  resembles  nothing  so 
much  as  the  discharge  of  indieo  from 
a  dyer's  vat  The  cause  of  it  nas  not 
been  satisfactorily  explained.  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  attributed  it  to  the 
presence  of  iodine.  The  extreme 
parity  lasts  but  for  a  short  space, 
since  a  mile  below  the  town  it  is 
polluted  by  the  admixture  of  the 
waters  of  the  turbid  Arve. 

Geneva,  when  seen  from  the  lake. 


presents  a  very  imposing  appearance, 
m  consequence  of  improvements,  made 
since  1830,  for  whicn  it  is  indebted,  in 
no  slight  degree,  to  the  circulation  of 
the  ^old  of  English  travellers  among 
its  mhabitants.  Several  new  Quar- 
ters have  started  up  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone  and  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  displaying  handsome  fronts  of 
tall  houses,  lined  with  broad  ouays 
towards  the  lake.  The  Quai  de  Mont 
Blanc  is  a  continuation  of  Quai  des 
Bergues,  and  forms  a  row  of  magni- 
ficent houses.  On  the  S.  bank  of 
the  Rhone  the  unsightly  houses  which 
lined  the  margin  of  the  lake  hare 
been  refaced  .and  beautified,  while  a 
broad  belt  of  land  has  been  rained 
from  the  water,  and  converted  into 
a  line  of  Quais.  The  Quais  on  both 
sides  are  connected  by  three  handsome 
Bridges^  thrown  across  the  lake.  The 
longest  of  these,  completed  1863,  leads 
from  the  Rlwy.  and  Quai  du  Mont 
Blanc  to  the  Grand  Quai  and  English 
Garden  on  S.  side  of  the  Lake.  Another 
bridge  is  united  with  a  small  island, 
formerly  a  part  of  the  fortifications, 
now  occupied  by  a  very  inferior  statue 
of  Rousseau,  b  v  Pradier,  Since  1 848  the 
fortifications  have  been  razed,  those 
near  the  Porte  de  Rive  partly  thrown 
into  the  lake,  so  as  to  form  another 
new  Quai,  occupied  by  new  streets  and 
houses.  -  The  ancient  Porte  Neuve  has 
been  demolished,  and  several  new  and 
handsome  buildings  have  been  erected 
outside  the  site.  Geneva  is  divided  into 
the  upp^er  and  lower  town  ;  and  this 
distinction,  arising  from  the  uneven 
nature  of  the  ground,  is  perpetuated 
in  the  rank  and  condition  of  tiie  in- 
habitants of  the  two  divisions.  The 
upper  town  consists  almost  entirely  of 
the  large  and  handsome  mansions  of 
the  burgher  aristocracy,  heretofore 
the  senators  and  magistrates  of  the 
republic,  between  whom  and  the  in- 
haoitants  of  the  lower  town,  consisting 
of  shopkeepers,  a  strong  social  line 
is  drawn.  The  Quartier  de  St.  Ger- 
vais is  the  abode  of  the  workmen, 
the  seat  of  democracy  after  the  French 
pattern — the  Faubourg  St  Antoine  of 
Geneva : — its  streets  are  narrow,  its 
houses  lofty,  and  it  has  something  of 
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the  air  of  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh. 
The  feuds  arising  between  the  high 
and  low  town  were  not  few,  nor  void 
of  interest;  indeed,  they  would  fill  a 
long  and  amusing  historical  chapter: 
they  often  led  to  bloodshed;  but  the 
democrats  below  generally  brought 
their  exalted  neighbours  to  reason  by 
the  simple  exp^ient  of  cutting  off 
the  water-pipes,  taking  especial  care 
to  guard  the  nydraulic  macnine  which 
furnished  the  supply  to  the  upper 
town,  and  which  is  situated  in  their 
quarter.  The  disputes  are  now  be- 
tween the  upper  town  and  St.  Gervais, 
the  lower  town  siding  sometimes  with 
one,  sometimes  with  the  other. 

On  the  island,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rhone,  not  far  from  the  Hydraulic 
Machine,  traces  may,  it  is  said,  be 
discovered  of  a  Roman  structure,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  foundations  of  one  of 
the  towers  erected  by  Julius  Caesar,  to 
prevent  the  Helvetians  crossing  the 
river.  The  earliest  mention  of  Ge- 
neva occurs  in  his  Commentaries, 
where  it  is  described  as  **the  last 
fortress  of  the  Allobroges,  and  nearest 
to  the  Helvetian  frontier." 

Although  Geneva  is  deservedly  a 
great  focus  for  travellers  of  all  na- 
tions, it  possesses  within  it  few  objects 
of  interest  to  the  passing  stranger. 
As  a  town,  it  is  not  very  prepossess- 
ing; it  has  no  fine  public  builmngs;  in 
short,  scarcely  any  sights.  It  is  owing 
to  its  beautiful  environs,  to  its  vicinity 
io  Chamouni,  to  the  charming  scenery 
of  its  lake,  and  to  its  position  on  the 
high  road  from  Paris  to  Italy,  that  it 
has  become  a  place  of  so  much  resort. 

The  Cathedral,  or  Ch,  of  St.  Pierre 
is  of  an  extreme  simplicity  of  archi- 
tecture. Its  fine  Corinthian  portico 
added  on  the  outside  is  a  blemish 
where  it  is  placed,  but  its  interior 
possesses  interest  as  a  very  early  and 
uncorrupted  specimen  of  the  Gothic 
of  the  11th  century.  It  contains  the 
monuments  of  Agrippa  d'Aubignv, 
the  friend  of  Henry  IV.,  and  g^na- 
father  of  Mad.  de  Maintenon,  and 
that  of  the  Due  Henri  de  Rohan,  a 
leader  of  the  French  Protestants  in 
the  reien  of  Louis  XIII.,  slain  near 
Rheinfeiden,  1638.   A  statue  of  plaster 


now  replaces  one  of  marble,  ruthlessly 
destroyed  at  the  French  Revolution. 
The  canopy  of  the  pulpit  is  the  same 
under  which  Calvin  preached. 

A  Som,  Catholic  Church  in  the  Gothic 
style  has  been  built  near  the  rly.  staU; 
and  a  synagogue  {Temple  Juif)  in  the 
Saracenic  style  near  the  Porte  Neuve. 

Thie  English  Church,  near  the  Bergues 
Hotel,  built  by  subscription,  on  the 
site  of  the  former  fortifications 
(granted  by  the  Swiss  Government), 
was  consecrated  and  opened  in  1853 
by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  Mr. 
George  Haldimann  gave  1000/.  to- 
wards it.  Service  is  performed  every 
Sunday  at  11  and  6. 

The  Palais  Electoral,  outside  the 
Porte  Neuve,  is  a  handsome  building 
for  elections,  exhibitions,  meetings, 
and  festivals. 

The  Botel  de  ViUe  has  been  weU 
restored. 

The  Musie  Rath,  so  named  after  its 
founder,  General  Rath,  who  left  the 
reversion  of  his  fortune  to  it,  is  a 
building  in  the  Greek  style,  close  to 
the  Porte  Neuve,  open  daily  from  1 1 
to  3;  it  contains  a  collection  of  pic- 
tures and  other  works  of  art,  the 
greater  part  by  native  artists.  Among 
the  Generese  painters,  Calame,  Diday, 
Hornung,  and  Topfer  deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

The  Mmee  d^Histoire  Naturelle,  No. 
209,  Grande  Rue,  is  chiefly  interest- 
ing to  the  student  as  containing  the 
geological  collections  of  Saussure,  the 
fossil  plants  of  MM.  Brongniart  and 
Decandolle,  and  the  collections  of  M. 
Necker.  It  is  principally  filled  with 
the  native  productions  of  Switzerland, 
and  contains  specimens  of  the  chamois, 
of  the  Bouquetin,  the  dog  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, of  all  the  fishes  of  the  rivers 
and  lakes  of  this  country ;  among 
them  the  ferra,  the  lotte,  and  a  trout 
weighing  43  lbs.  from  the  lake  of 
Geneva.  There  is  the  skin  of  an  ele- 
phant, which  lived  in  a  menagerie  in 
the  town,  but  at  length  becoming 
unruly  was  shot. 

There  is  also  a  cabinet  of  antiqm' 
ties;  some  of  them  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, such  as  a  metal  buckler, 
with  fine  bas-reliefs,  discovered  in  the 
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bed  of  the  Aire,  inscribed  **  Largitas 
Valentiniani  August!;"  some  instru- 
ments of  sacrifice  found  near  the  rocks 
of  Neptune  in  the  lake,  &c.  &o.  Also 
the  lantern  dropped  in  the  town  ditch 
by  one  of  the  Sayoyard  soldiers  en- 
gag^  in  the  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
scSe  the  walls  in  1602  (see  below). 
In  the  same  building  is  the  Society 
de  Lecture,  a  circulating  library  of 
40,000  vols.,  and  a  large  reading- 
room  for  periodicals.  Foreigners  are 
easily  admitted  to  the  latter. 

The  Ptfblic  Library^  Rue  Verdaine, 
attached  to  the  College,  a  scholastic 
looking  buUdine,  of  no  architectural 
pretensions,  behind  St.  Pierre,  founded 
DY  Cfdrin,  contains  70,000  volumes. 
The  following  curiosities  are  shown 
to  all  who  desire  to  see  them: — S94- 
MS.  letters  of  Calvin,  almost  illegible, 
but  with  fair  transcripts  (there  is  one 
addressed  to  Lady  Jane  Grey  while  a 

Erisoner  in  the  Tower);  44  vols,  of 
is  MS.  sermons  between  1549  and 
1560;  12  vols,  of  letters  addressed  to 
him,  and  many  important  documents 
relating  to  the  Council  of  Basle;  se- 
veral volumes  of  letters  of  Theodore 
Beza;  the  manuscript  of  the  '  Noble 
Le9on,'  a  work  of  the  ancient  Wal- 
denses;  part  of  the  account-book  of 
the  household  of  Philip  le  Bel,  for 
1308,  written  with  a  style  upon  waxed 
tablets,  but  now  almost  efiieu^;  a 
translation  of  Quintus  Curtius,  with 
beautiful  illustrations,  taken  along 
with  the  baggage  of  Charles  the 
Bold  at  Morat.  The  Discourses  of 
St.  Augustine,  a  MS.  on  papyrus  of 
the  7th  century.  Letters  of  St.  Vin- 
cent de  Paul,  J.  J.  Rousseau,  &c 
The  library  is  opened  every  day 
but  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from  11 
to  4,  and  on  Tuesday,  to  ccmsult  books, 
from  1  to  3. 

A  new  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the 
gift  to  the  town  of  Madame  Eynard, 
cfdled  AthenoBum,  is  a  beautiful  build- 
ingnear  the  Botanic  Garden. 

The  Botanic  Garden  behind  the 
theatre,  and  near  the  Porte  Neuve, 
deserves  mention,  as  having  been 
laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
eminent  botanist  DecandoUe  ;  but  the 
funds  are  so  limited  that  the  collection 


of  plants  is  of  no  ereat  importance. 
The  ground  it  occupies  has  also  painful 
historical  associations.  On  this  spot, 
in  1794,  took  place  fusillades  and 
butcheries  too  horrible  to  be  detailed, 
in  which  the  blood  of  the  most  respect* 
able  citizens  of  the  town  was  shed, 
condemned  to  execution  by  a  band 
of  wretches,  most  of  whom  were  their 
fellow-citizens,  though  directed  by  a 
deputy  from  the  Comite  du  Salut 
Public  at  Paris. 

Besides  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Rousseau,  which  are  connected  with 
Geneva — the  one  by  adoption,  the 
other  by  birth — it  is  the  birthplace 
of  many  illustrious  men,  whose  repu- 
tation may  be  styled  European.  The 
list  induaes  the  names  of  Isaac  Ca* 
saubon;  of  Lefort,  the  friend  and 
councillor  of  Peter  the  Great;  of 
Necker,  the  weak  and  ill-starred  mi- 
nister of  Louis  XVL,  and  father  of 
Madame  de  Stael;  of  the  naturalists 
Saussure  (who  first  ascended  Mont 
Blanc),  Bonnet,  De  Luc;  and  Huber, 
the  biographer  of  the  bee  and  ant; 
Decandolle,  the  botanist;  of  Delolme 
and  Mallet  du  Pan,  writers;  of  Gal- 
latin, U.S.;  of  Rossi,  the  Pope's 
minister,  assassinated  at  Rome  in 
1849;  of  Dumont,  the  friend  and 
adviser  of  Mirabeau  and  Jeremy 
Bentham;  and  Sismondi,  the  historian. 
Among  the  livins  there  are  Neckar, 
the  G^eologlst ;  Do  la  Rive,  the  chemist; 
Alphonse  de  Candolle,  and  Edmond 
Boissier,  botanists;  Plantamour,  as- 
tronomer; Maunoir,  the  oculist; 
and  Merle  d'Aubigne,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  Reformation,  and  a 
preacher  at  the  Oratoire. 

Geneva  may  be  regarded  as  the 
intellectual  metropolis  of  Switzer- 
land; and  strangers  who  choose  it  as 
their  residence,  if  provided  with  good 
introductions,  will  find,  among  the 
upper  classes,  a  very  agreeable  society, 
including    many    individuals    distin- 

fuished  for  their  literary  and  scienti- 
c  acquirements. 

The  staple  manufacture  of  Geneva, 
from  which  it  derives  its  chief  com- 
mercial prosperi^,  is  that  of  vatches, 
musical  boxes,  vjni.  jevcellery.  The  first 
watch  was  brought  to  Geneva  in  1587, 
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and  at  the  end  of  the  last  century 
4000  persons  were  employed  within 
the  town,  and  2000  without  the  walls, 
on  this  manufactare.  At  present  the 
number  is  diminished  to  less  than 
3000,  though,  from  improvements  in 
the  mechanical  processes  and  increased 
skill  of  the  workmen,  the  number  of 
watches  made  is  much  greater  than 
before,  100,000  being  now  manufac- 
tured annually.  Upwards  of  50  watch- 
makers' and  70  jewellers'  workshops 
are  kept  in  constant  employment  m 
the  town  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated 
that  in  good  years,  75,000  ounces  of 
gold,  5000  marks  of  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones  to  the  value  of  a  million 
of  francs,  are  used  in  them.  A  com- 
mittee of  master  workmen  with  a  syn- 
dic at  their  head,  called  comrnission  de 
surveillance^  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  inspect  every  workshop 
and  the  articles  made  in  it,  to  guard 
against  fraud  in  the  substitution  of 
metals  not  of  legal  alloy,  and  thus  to 
prevent  any  deterioration  in  a  branch 
of  industry  productive  of  so  great  an 
advantage  to  Geneva.  Among  the 
best  establishments  for  jewellery  and 
watches  is  that  of  Hossel  et  Fils,  Rue 
du  Rhone;  Hesse  and  Metford,  Grand 
Quai,  14;  Liodet;  also  Mr.  Geo.  Roch, 
5,  Rue  du  Rhone.  A  good  watch  costs 
from  300  to  500  francs. 

At  the  French  custom-house,  musi- 
cal snuff-boxes,  of  Genevese  manu- 
facture, and  watches  pay  a  duty  of 
onlv  5  fr.  each.  Smuggling,  once  car- 
ried on  to  an  enormous  extent  between 
the  Swiss  and  French  frontiers,  has 
greatly  diminished,  owing  to  the  mo- 
difications of  the  Frendi  tariff. 

Theatrical  performances,  for  <sen- 
turies  interdicted  in  Geneva  by  one 
of  the  austere  laws  of  Calvin,  are  now 
tolerated,  and  a  Salle  de  Spectacle  has 
been  built  close  to  the  Porte  Nenve. 
Voltaire  greatly  shocked  the  preju- 
dices of  the  citizens  by  acting  plays, 
as  it  were  under  their  very  nose,  at 
Les  Belices  and  Ferney.  Rousseau 
writes  to  him,  **  Je  ne  vous  aime  pas  ; 
vous  avez  corrompu  ma  republique  en 
loi  donnant  des  spectacles."  A  Con' 
servatoire  de  Musique  has  also  been 
erected. 

[Switz.'] 


A  very  well  executed  model  of  Mont 
Blanc,  the  work  of  an  artist  named 
Sene,  who  employed  10  years  apon  it, 
is  placed  in  a  building  erected  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  Jardin  Anglais.  It 
IS  interesting  to  study  either  before  or 
after  a  visit  to  Chamouni. 

On  the  grand  Quai,  close  to  the 
port  where  the  steamers  land,  a  Xtm- 
nimetre  (lake  measure)  has  been  erect- 
ed to  mark  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  which  amounts  to 
50  inches  or  more,  and  makes  a  very 
great  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
me  town. 

At  the  BoucherieSf  near  the  Post- 
office,  the  town  maintains,  at  thepub- 
lic  expense,  a  brace  of  Eagles.  Ijiese 
birds  are  the  armorial  oearings  of 
Geneva,  as  the  bear  is  of  Berne. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  edifice 
on  the  Place  Bel  Air,  Rue  de  la  Corra- 
terie.  The  Electric  Telegraph  Office  is 
on  the  First  Floor. 

There  is  a  most  respectable  Genevese 
Club,  called  the  Cercle  de  la  Rive. 

A  British  Consul  was  appointed  for 
Geneva,  1646.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  2, 
Rue  Centrale,  opposite  Post-office, 
the  gentleman  who  fills  llie  office,  is 
most  obliging  and  anxious  to  be 
useful 

An  American  (TJ.S.)  Consul  resides 
here. 

Railways :  to  Paris  by  Macon  in 
15  hrs.;  to  L^'ons  or  Paris  by  Fort 
r£cluse  (Paris  time  kept);  to  Lau- 
sanne, Berne,  Sion,  on  the  Simplon 
Route ;  to  Neuchatel,by  Morges  (Berne 
time). 

Steamboats  twice  a  day  along  the  N. 
shore  of  the  lake  to  Lausanne  and 
Villeneuve  in  5  hours.  Twice  along 
the  S.  shore  in  connexion  with  the 
Sion  Rly.  at  Bouveret. 

To  Chamoimi, — Diligences  daily  at 
7, 7),  andS,  from  Grand  Quai,  making 
the  journey  in  9  or  10  hours. 

Voituriers  charge  for  a  carriage  with 
one  horse  1 5  fr.,  with  two  horses  30  fr. 
per  diem  (Kolhker,  Aux  Paquis,  lets 
carriages). 

Post'horses — 120,  R418  du  Cendrier. 
i  a  post  extra  Is  charged  on  quitting 
Geneva. 

Genera  is  lighted  with  gas  (1845). 

I 
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The  coal  is  brought  from  St  Etienne. 
The  English  traveller,  especially  if  he 
be  leaving  Switzerland,  will  do  well  to 
provide  himself  here  with  those  little 
English  comforts  which  he  will  not 
iind  beyond  the  next  custom-house. 
At  the  shop  of  Archinard  and  Bordier, 
in  the  Rue  Basse,  all  kinds  of  English 
cutlery  and  household  goods  may  be 
had  genuine.  Mrs.  Lang,  8,  Rue  Mt. 
Blanc,  for  "articles  -fiiglais"  and 
needlework.  The  Demoiselles  Lacour, 
in  the  Grande  Rue,  are  celebrated  for 
gloves  and  ladies'  shoes;  Clerc  Bon- 
net, Quai  des  Bergues,  has  the  best 
supply  of  cigars,  tobacco,  and  snuff. 
Brachard,  Grande  Rue,  and  Wesel, 
opposite,  are  good  stationers.  Briquet 
has  published  good  maps.  Bastard, 
Rue  des  Allemands,  a  good  chemist. 

Monroe,  bookseller,  :i2.  Grand  Quai, 
has  a  reading-room,  and  keeps  a  store 
of  maps,  euides,  English  books,  &c.; 
and  a  visitors'  and  strangers'  book. 
Good  tea  and  Palmer's  biscuits  may  be 
had  of  Monroe. 

Dr.  Coindet  is  an  eminent  and 
friendly  physician.  Dr.  Lombard  also 
is  well  informed,  kind,  and  expe- 
rienced: both  studied  at  Edinburgh. 

There  Is  also  a  resident  English 
physician.  Dr.  Metcalf,  3,  Quai  du 
Mont  Blanc.  G.  Baker  keeps  an  Eng- 
lish pharmacy.  The  extremity  of  the 
Quai  du  Mont  Blanc,  or  the  Isle  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau,  formerly  the  Isle 
des  Bergues,  is  a  good  point  of  view 
to  see  the  lake  and  Mont  Blanc. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  way  beyond  the  Porte  Neuve, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  died  here  in 
1 829,  ana  near  to  him  DecandoUe  the 
botanist,  Dumont,  and  Pictet,  are 
buried.  The  site  of  Calvin's  grave  is 
unknown. 

In  the  bed  of  the  lake  lie  many  gra- 
nitic boulders,  transported  from  the 
high  Alps.  Two  of  these,  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  the  port  of  Geneva,  and 
a  little  to  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  are 
so  large  as  to  project  above  the  water. 
They  are  called  Pierres  de  Niton,  from 
a  tradition  that  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  them  to  the  god  Neptune  by  the 
Romans.  Indeed,  instruments  of  sacri- 
fiise  have  been  found  near  them. 


History.  Geneva  is  of  Roman  origin. 
In  the  middle  ages  up  to  1530  Geneva 
was  governed  by  its  bishop,  with 
whom  the  citizens  had  many  struggles. 
In  1401,  the  Counts  of  Savoy  b^».me 
powerful  enough  always  to  obtain  the 
bishopric  for  one  of  their  own  family. 
One  portion  of  the  citizens,  leagued 
together  under  the  name  of  Eidgenoa- 
sen  (from  which  "  Huguenot "  is  pro- 
bably derived),  after  many  struggles 
with  the  Counts  or  Dnkes,  in  1518 
concluded  an  alliance  with  Freyburg 
and  soon  afterwards  with  Berne,  and 
in  1530  compelled  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  sign  a  treaty  by  which  they  re- 
gained their  independence.  The  strug- 
gles between  the  different  classes  of 
citizens  in  the  following  250  years 
are  exceedingly  curious.  After  a  sort 
of  reign  of  terror  Geneva  was  annexed 
to  France  in  1798.  In  1814  it  became 
a  member  of  the  Swiss  confederation, 
and  the  aristocratic  government  was 
re-established,  but  after  many  changes 
a  democratic  government  was  esta- 
blished in  1 846,  every  citizen  having  a 
a  vote.  In  1846  the  town  had  a 
balance  in  hand  of  300,000  fr.;  it  now 
owes  23,000,000  fr.,  besides  an  un- 
known floating  debt,  an  annual  deficit 
of  800,000  fr.,  and  a  municipal  debt  of 
6,000,000  fr.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
should  be  said  that  many  public  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out 
under  the  new  government. 

Geneva  may  oe  said  to  possess  an 
historical  interest  for  intelligent  tra- 
vellers, far  greater  than  that  to .  be 
derived  from  the  individual  objects  of 
curiosity  contained  within  its  walls. 
The  influence  which  she  has  exer- 
cised, not  only  over  Europe  but  over 
the  world,  by  means  of  her  children, 
or  those  whom  she  has  adopted  as 
her  citizens,  is  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  limited  extent  of  a  territory 
which  one  may  traverse  from  end 
to  end  in  a  morning's  ride.  Vol- 
taire ridiculed  its  diminutiveness  by 
saying,  *'Quand  je  secoue  ma  per- 
ruQue  je  poudre  toute  la  republique ;" 
ana  the  Emperor  Paul  called  the  dis- 
putes of  its  citizens  a  tempest  in  a 
tumbler  of  water :  yet  from  Geneva 
emanated   those   religioiis   doctrines 
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from  which  Scotland,  Holland,  and  a 
lar^  part  of  France,  Germany,  and 
Switzerland,  derive  their  form  of 
faith,  and  which  were  transported  by 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  to  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  Here  also 
were  sown  those  political  opinions 
which  bore  fruit  in  the  English  revo- 
lution under  Charles  I.,  in  the  Ame- 
rican and  the  French  revolutions. 

It  was  in  the  year  1536  that 
John  Cakiriy  the  reformer,  passed 
through  the  town  a  fugitive,  on  his 
way  from  Italy  to  Basle.  Two  years 
haa  not  elapsed  since  the  Genevese 
had  abolished  Roman  Catholicism, 
expelled  their  bishop,  and  adopted 
the  Keformation.  Farel,  who  was 
the  means  of  introducing  it,  was  then 
preaching  at  Geneva,  and,  aware  of 
Calvin's   talents    and   powerful   elo- 

2uence,  entreated  him  to  remain. 
!alvin  obeyed  the  call,  and,  m.  a 
short  space,  the  itinerant  preacher 
and  foreigner  was  raised  to  be  the 
dictator  of  the  republic,  ruling  its 
turbulent  democracy  with  a  sway  not 
more  mild  than  that  of  the  dukes  of 
Savoy  and  bishops  of  Geneva,  under 
which  the  citizens  had  groaned  for 
ages,  and  from  which  the  Reforma- 
tion had  at  length  released  them. 
From  the  pulpit  of  St  Peter's  Church, 
which  became  at  once  the  tribune 
and  judgment-seat  of  the  reformer, 
he  denounced  the  prevailing  immo- 
rality of  the  town  with  such  elo- 
quence and  force  that  proflig^y  was 
obliged  to  hide  its  head.  His  hearers, 
running  into  an  opposite  extreme, 
adopted  a  rigorous  and  puritanical 
austerity  of  manners,  and  every  trans- 
gression of  Calvin's  code  of  morals 
was  visited  with  punishment  of  the 
utmost  severity. 

But  Calvin's  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  pulpit;  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Consistory,  of  which 
one  third  of  the  permanent  members 
were  ministers,  and  the  remainder 
laymen  holding  office  for  a  year  only. 
This  council  assumed  an  authority 
far  more  despotic  than  that  of  the 
bishops:  it  exercised  the  power  of  an 
inquisition,  to  examine   mto   men's 


private  lives,  and  into  the  afiairs  of 
families  of  whatever  rank. 

The  sumptuary  laws  enacted  by 
Calvin  were  severe,  but  were  rigidly 
enforced  by  the  Consistory.  They 
contained  such  enactments  as  the  fol- 
lowing: a  dinner  for  ten  persons  was 
limit^  to  five  dishes;  plush  breeches 
were  laid  under  interoict;  violations 
of  the  sabbath  were  followed  by  a 
public  admonition  from  the  pulpit ; 
adultery  was  punished  with  death; 
and  the  gamester  was  exposed  in  the 
pillory,  with  a  pack  of  cards  tied 
round  his  neck. 

Calvin  was  equally  rigorous  in  the 
maintenance  of  orthodoxy.  Servetus, 
condemned  by  him  for  holding  anti- 
trinitarian  doctrines,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  disseminate  in 
Geneva,  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in 
the  Champ  de  Bourreauj  the  ancient 
place  of  execution  outside  the  walls. 
The  hole  in  which  it  was  planted  is 
now  filled  up,  and  the  destination  of 
the  spot  is  changed. 

Geneva,  thus  become  the  metro- 
polis of  Calvinism,  and  ''the  Rome 
of  Protestantism,"  was  resorted  to  by 
many  foreigners,  who  sought  refuge 
here  from  religious  persecutions  in 
their  own  ooimtry.  Among  a  num- 
ber of  English  and  Scotch  exiled  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  was  John  Knox.  He  was  made 
a  citizen  of  Geneva  in  1 558,  and  did 
not  finally  quit  it  till  15(50.  Calvin 
died  in  1564,  at  the  age  of  55,  after 
23  years  of  uninterrupted  power:  he 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Plain  Palais,  but  he  forbade  the  Ge- 
nevese to  mark  the  spot  where  his 
remains  were  laid  with  a  monument. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  many 
years  after  his  authority  within  the 
town  had  been  destroyed,  was  en- 
gaged in  repeated  open  contests  with 
the  citizens  ;  nor  did  he  omit  to 
maintain,  vrithin  the  walls,  spies  and 
secret  partisans,  in  the  hopes  of  gain- 
ing possession  of  it  by  surprise.  The 
street  called  Corraterie,  at  the  period 
in  question,  a.d.  1602,  the  town  ditch, 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  memo- 
rable of  these  attempts,  known  in 
Swiss  history  as  the  Escalade.     The 
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inhabitants,  lulled  to  security  by  a 
display  of  pacific  intentions  on  the 
part  of  the  reigning  Duke  Charles 
Emanuel,  had  neglected  all  precau- 
tions to  guard  against  an  attacK,  even 
though  warnings  had  been  given 
them  of  approaching  danger.  On  the 
night  of  Dec  20th  the  townsfolk  were 
aroused  from  sleep  by  the  firing  of 
musketry,  and  by  an  alarm  that  the 
enemy  was  already  in  possession.  It 
appeared  that  a  sentinel,  in  goinjB^  his 
rounds  with  a  lantern,  had  xallen 
among  a  party  of  armed  men,  who 
had  quickly  despatched  him,  but  not 
before  his  cries  and  the  report  of  his 
matchlock  had  aroused  the  rest  of 
the  guard.  It  was  quickly  disco- 
vered that  a  party  of  Savoyards,  200 
itrong,  detacned  from  a  still  larger 
force  of  2000  men,  who  had  ap- 
proached the  city  in  the  darkness,  and 
were  posted  on  the  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  oistance  beyond  the  walls,  had 
descended  into  the  fosse  of  Corraterie, 
and  by  the  aid  of  scaling-ladders, 
paintea  black,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  had  surmounted 
the  ramparts,  were  proceeding  in 
small  parties  to  burst  open  the  Porte 
Neuve,  and  thus  admit  their  asso- 
ciates on  the  outside.  The  Savoyards 
had  already  despatched  a  messenger 
announcing  to  tneir  commander  the 
capture  of  the  town ;  but  the  citizens, 
though  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
were  by  no  means  seized  with  the 
panic  which  such  an  occurrence  was 
likely  to  produce.  Every  man,  armed 
as  he  might  be,  issued  out  into  the 
streets ;  tne  small  body  of  Savoyards 
who  had  gained  the  ramparts  were 
quickly  overpowered;  the  first  guu 
nred  trom  tne  walls,  by  a  chance 
shot,  swept  away  three  of  the  scaling- 
ladders  ;  and  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side, on  approaching  the  Porte  ^euve, 
found  that,  instead  of  being  blown 
up,  it  was  strongly  guarded,  with  the 
portcullis  down.  Many  anecdotes 
are  told  of  the  prowess  of  the  towns- 
people on  that  nij^ht;  and  an  iron 
saucepan,  with  which  an  old  woman 
knocked  down  a  soldier,  is  still  pre- 
served in  the  arsenal,  along  with  a 
piece   of   the  scaling-ladders.     The 


storming  party,  thus  unexpectedly 
attacked,  and  at  the  same  time  cut 
off  from  their  friends,  were  quickly 
killed  or  made  prisoners.  Those  who 
fell  alive  into  the  hands  <tf  the  Geiie- 
vese  were  hung  next  day  as  house- 
breakers :  67  heads  were  planted 
along  the  ramparts,  but  many  more 
than  these  fell  in  the  ditch  and  out- 
side the  town.  The  venerable  Theodore 
Beza,  at  that  time  80  years  old,  gave 
out  from  the  pulpit  next  day  the 
124th  Psalm,  which  has  been  sung 
ever  since  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Escalade. 

Jean  Jacques  Kousseau,  son  of  a 
watchmaker  of  Geneva,  first  saw  the 
light  in  a  house  in  the  Rue  du 
Cheval  Blanc  The  accident  of  his 
being  shut  out  of  the  town  one 
evening,  on  his  return  from  a  walk, 
induced  him  to  fiy  from  his  native 
town,  as  he  feared  to  face  his  master 
next  morning.  His  book,  the  Emiie, 
was  burnt,  m  conformity  with  an 
order  of  the  Council  of  Geneva,  by 
the  common  hangman,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  ViUe,  in  1762.  The 
instigators  of  this  act  were  Voltaire 
and  the  Council  of  the  Sorbonne, 
who,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  in 
this  instance  acted  in  unison.  The 
Council  at  the  same  time  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  author. 


Environs  of  Geneva. 

Omnibuses  run  to  Carouge,  St,  Julien, 
Lancy,  Troinex,  and  Femey,  every 
hour,  and  to  Yandeuvre  and  Sacconex 
5  times  a  day.  There  is  an  American 
tramway  also  to  Carouge:  350,000 
persons  were  conveyed  by  it  in  the 
first  3  months. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that 
Geneva  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  its 
beautiful  situation  on  the  marg^  of  an 
enchanting  lake,  whose  gently-sloping 
banks  are  scattered  over  with  villas, 
surrounded  by  g^ardens,  and  looking 
more  like  English  country-houses 
than  any  to  be  round  in  other  parts  of 
the  ConUnent. 

The  rides,  walks,  and  views  in  the 
vicinity   are  delightful,  and   almoti 
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endless;  but  the  great  charm  of  every 
prospect  is  the  Mont  Bianc^  and  the 
range  of  Alps  of  Savoy,  when  they 
deign  to  show  themselves,  which  they 
do  not,  in  "perfect  distinctness,  more 
than  60  times  a  year  on  an  average. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  lovely  sight 
than  that  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  sur- 
rounding Aiguilles,  tinged  with  the 
pink  hue  which  the  departing  sun 
sheds  upon  them  in  certain  states  of 
the  atmosphere. 

a.  The  jttnctwm  of  the  Arte  tcith  the 
Rhone  is  well  worth  visiting,  and  is  best 
seen  either  from  the  tongue  of  land 
between  the  two  rivers,  which  is 
reached  on  foot  over  the  wire  bridge 
tc>  the  rt.  of  the  Porte  Neuve,  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhone  by  the  gas- 
works, or  from  the  grounds  of  a 
country-house  called  Chatellaine,  or 
Campagne  Matthieu,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Khone,  about  1^  m.  beyond  the 
Porte  de  Coruavin.  On  the  way  to  it, 
Les  Delices,  a  country-house  of  Vol- 
taire, is  pa^ed. 

The  Arve,  a  wide  torrent  fed  by 
the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
looks  like  a  river  of  mud.  The  pellucid 
blue  waters  of  the  Rhone,  driven  on 
one  side  by  the  furious  entrance  of  its 
new  allj',  for  a  long  time  refuse  to  mix 
with  it,  and  the  line  of  separation  be- 
tween the  blue  and  white  water  is 
distinctly  marked.  At  length  the  Arve 
gains  the  mastery;  and  the  Rhone, 
once  polluted,  does  not  recover  its  per- 
fect purity  before  reaching  the  sea. 

6.  On  the  S.E.  side  of  Geneva  rises 
the  Mont  6^a/ertf,a  long  line  of  limestone 
precipices,  seeming  to  impend  over  the 
town,  though  it  is,  in  reality,  5  m.  off, 
and  within  the  Sardinian  territory. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Edin- 
burgh may  be  reminded  of  Salisbury 
Crags  in  looking  at  it.  The  S.  side  of 
this  mountain  is  a  gentle  slope,  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  and  sprinkled 
with  houses.  Tne  whole  of  this  vast  in- 
clined plane,  facing  the  Alps,  is  strewn 
over  with  fragments  of  rock,  identical 
with  that  of  which  Mont  Blanc  is  com- 
posed (p.  Ix.).  The  largest  of  these 
masses  is  7  ft.  long. 


The  summit  of  the  Sal^ve  (4560  ft.), 
more  than  3100  ft.  above  the  lake,  is 
frequently  scaled  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Geneva,  who  make  picnic  parties  to 
enjoy  the  view  from  its  summit.  The 
shortest  road  to  it  is  by  Carouge  and 
Veyrier  (taking  the  junction  of  the 
Arve  on  the  way :  there  is  a  shorter 
road  back,  3  m.) ;  whence  a  very 
steep  path,  practicable  only  on  foot, 
partly  formed  by  steps  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  called  Pas  de  CEchelle,  leads 
up  through  a  remarkable  gap  in  the 
mountain  to  the  village  of  Monetier 
(pronounced  Monte)  2f  m.  Those  who 
cannot  walk  may  reach  Monetier  by  a 
carriage-road,  which  makes  a  detonr 
of  8  m.  from  Geneva,  through  the 
beautiful  village  of  Momex,  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain.  The  pleasantest 
way  is  to  be  driven  to  Monetier,  thence 
to  ascend  the  Petit  or  the  Grand  Said  ve 
on  foot,  and  to  descend  the  Pas  de 
TEchelle  on  foot  to  Veyrier,  whither 
the  carriage  may  be  sent  round  to  wait 
fur  the  party. 

At  Monetier  is  a  comfortable  stop- 
ping-place, the  Hotel  and  Pension 
Reconnaissance,  commanding  beauti- 
ful views,  kept  by  civil  people,  and 
prices  reasonable.  From  thence  to 
the  top  is  about  an  hour.  Near 
the  top  are  the  Chalets  des  Treize 
Arbres  (3850  ft.),  so  called  from 
the  presence  of  a  few  trees.  The 
view  extends  S.  up  the  valley  of 
the  Arve  over  the  Mole  to  Mont 
Blanc ;  £.  over  a  vast  expanse  of  the 
lake ;  N.  to  the  town  of  Geneva,  the 
Rhone,  and  the  Jura  behind;  W.  the 
eye  follows  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
as  far  as  the  gap  in  the  Jura  mountain, 
through  which  the  river  forces  its  way 
into  France.  The  stonv  path  has  been 
superseded  by  a  good  carriage-road, 
made  at  the  expense  of  a  Genevese, 
Mr.  Naville,  whose  residence,  Grange 
Gaby,  crowns  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. Danger  formerly  arose  from 
attempting  to  descend  through  a 
promising  cleft  or  gorge,  where  a 
very  steep  slope  ends  in  an  abrupt 
precipice.  For  any  one  accustomed 
to  mountains  there  is  no  danger  what- 
ever; but  in  1853  one  English  gentle- 
man  was  killed,  and  his  companion 
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broke  his  thigh,  in  wandering  about 
on  the  mountain,  after  losing  their 
way.  This  cleft,  called  the  Orande 
Gorge,  is  freauented  by  botanists, 
who  there  fina  several  rare  plants. 
The  ascent  was  formerly  difficult,  but 
a  sort  of  path  has  now  been  made. 

c.  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
2  m.  from  Geneva,  and  a  little  to  the 
L  of  the  high  road  to  Thonon,  is  the 
Campagne  Diodati,  Lord  Byron's  resi- 
dence in  1816,  where  he  wrote  'Man- 
fred,' and  the  third  canto  of  *  Childe 
Harold.'  Deodati,  professor  of  theo- 
logy, it  will  be  remembered,  was  a 
friend  and  correspondent  of  Milton, 
who  visited  him  here. 

On  the  oppsite  side,  on  the  hill  of 
Pregny,  is  the  very  commanding  seat 
of  Baron  Kothschild,  built  with  more 
mi^nificence  than  taste;  fine  Views 
from  the  grounds:  it  is  visited  by 
application  at  the  banker  Ferrier*8, 
place  du  Molard,  Geneva. 

d,  Femey,  the  residence  of  Vol- 
taire, is  situated  within  the  French 
territory,  about  5  m.  N.  of  Geneva,  on 
the  road  to  Paris  by  Gex.  On  the 
way  thither,  near  Grand  Sacosnex, 
an  eminence  presents  one  of  the  best 
points  of  view  of  Mont  Blanc 

Voltaire  resided  for  nearly  20  years 
at  Ferney,  from  1759  to  1777.  He 
may  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  the 
villa^,  which,  before,  his  time,  con- 
sisted of  but  6  or  8  hovels.  He  col- 
lected industrious  colonists,  introduced 
useful  manufactures  among  them,  and 
improved  his  estate,  of  about  900  acres, 
by  draining,  &C.,.  besides  buildisg  on  it 
the  Chateau,  which  still  exists,  but  has 
been  so  much  altered  by  its  present  pro  • 
prietor,  that  few  traces  of  the  philoso- 
pher DOW  remain.  Ob  the  \  haadr  &s  you 
enter  tbe  gates,  stands  the  Church,  ori- 
gimilly  inscribed  with  the  words  "Deo 
erexit  Voltaire,"  now  used  as  a  hayloft. 
The  ITieatre  stood  opposite,  in  which 
his  own  tragedies  were  acted  by  ama- 
teurs, but  it  has  been  pulled  down. 

The  situation  of  Femey  is  charm- 
ing, in  full  view  of  the  Alps  and  of  Mont 
Buinc;  but  the  windows  of  the  house, 
excepting  those  of  the  Library,  were 


turned  directly  away  from  the  land- 
scape. In  the  garden  is  a  long  ber^ 
ceau  walk,  closely  arched  over  with 
clipped  horn-beam — a  verdant  cloister, 
with  gaps  cut  in  it  here  and  there,  ad- 
mitting a  elimpse  of  the  prospect. 
Here  Voltaire  used  to  walk  up  and 
down,  and  dictate  to  his  secretary. 
Among  the  trees  of  the  grove  round 
the  house  is  an  elm  planted  by  his  own 
hand  in  1763 :  it  was  struck  by  light- 
ning in  1824. 

e.  Perte  du  Rh^ne, — The  excursion 
to  the  Perte  du  Rhone  at  Bellegarde, 
on  the  French  frontier,  may  be  recom- 
mended. The  distance  is  about  16  mV, 
and  it  may  be  reached  in  1  hr.  by  the 
rly.  The  carriage-road  from  Col- 
longes  to  Bellegarde  is  very  fine. 
You  enter 

**  where  the  fwift  Rhone  cleaves  his  way 

between 
Heights  which   appear  as  lovers  who  have 

parted." 

The  lofty  Vuache  on  the  side  of 
Savoy,  ana  the  huge  mass  of  the 
highest  part  of  the  Jura  chain,  slope 
precipitously  down  to  the  torrent  of 
the  Rhone.  The  road  hangs  midway 
in  this  prodigious  passage;  and  the 
Fori  de  CEcliise,  the  fortress  which 
gives  its  name  to  the  pass,  commands 
this  entrance  of  France.  Infinite  la- 
bour and  expense  have  been  used  by 
tbe  French  government  to  strengthen 
this  position  since  its  destruction 
by  the  Austrians,  1814.  Additional 
batteries  have  been  hewn  in  the  rock 
above  the  lower  fortress,  and  these 
communicate  with  the  guard-rooms 
below  by  a  broad  staircase,  of  more 
than  10(>0  steps,  hewn  inside  the  solid 
mountain.  Leave  may  sometimes  be 
obtained  fipom  the  governor  to  view 
the  fortress;  but  at  any  rate  the  road 
passes  through  it,  and  enables  the  tra- 
veller to  see  something  of  its  remark- 
able defences. 

From  CoUonges  to  Bellegarde 
{Hdtel  de  la  Poste)  the  road  sweeps 
along  the  wild  gorge  through  which 
the  Rhone  pours.  At  Bellegarde  it 
crosses  the  narrow  and  rocky  bed  of 
the    Valserine.     The   traveller  wiU 
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walk  from  the  inn  to  the  Parte  da 
Khone  Q  of  a  mile);  he  will  find 
plenty  ot  squalid  guides  to  show  him 
the  spot  where  the  river,  which  he  has 
accompanied  from  the  clear  cistern  of 
its  waters  through  the  rough  mountain 
pass,  plunges  at  (mce  beneath  an  ac- 
cumulation of  broken  rocks  which  have 
fallen  from  above  and  covered  its  bed 
from  side  to  side.  When  the  waters 
are  tolerably  low,  as  in  the  spring  or 
winter,  the  whole  river  is  absorbed  for 
a  distance  of  120  yards;  but  the  Sar- 
dinian government,  to  facilitate  the 
floatage  of  timber,  &c.,  has  blown  up 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  covering 
rocks  and  laid  bare  the  channeC 
The  b^d  of  the  Valserine  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  scarcely  less  curious  tnan 
the  Ferte.  It  is  also  deeply  cut  in  the 
rock,  but  not  so  deep  as  the  bed  of  the 
Rhone,  consequently  has  to  make  a 
leap  to  join  it.  At  the  junction  are 
some  very  picturesque  mills  (^Moulin 
de  Mussel),  one  of  which  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  a  falling  rock,  1844. 
It  is  worth  while  to  descend  firom  the 
garden  of  the  inn  into  the  worn  chan- 
nel of  this  little  river,  which  is  almost 
dry  in  summer  time,  except  where  a 
runlet  of  its  water  burrows  into  the 
clefts  and  fantastic  bends  of  the  cal- 
careous rock.  The  Malpertuis  (p. 
164)  should  be  seen  if  possible. 

/.  Another  pleasant  excursion  may 
be  made  to  I/Ivoime,  where  the  river 
Yersoix  takes  its  rise  in  a  pretty  g^tto 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jura;  and  people  go 
to  eat  the  snutU  delicate  trout  which 
are  taken  in  it.  M.  Paul  Vidart*s 
great  hydropathic  establishment  is 
here.  The  view  from  the  terrace  of 
the  Chateau  d'lvoune  is  very  fine.  The 
best  road  to  go  is  by  Uoppet  and 
Celigny  (where  the  waterfaUs  should 
also  he  visited),  and  to  return  by  Per- 
ney.  The  distance  from  Geneva  to 
D'lvoune  is  12  m. 

g»  Les  Voiron9 — a  wooded  chain  of 
mts.  in  Savoy,  E.  of  Geneva.  A  good 
Hotel  at  the  top.  Omnibus  at  5  p.m., 
from  Rue  de  Rive,  No.  3,  to  La  Bergue, 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  in  1^  hr. 
3  hrs'.  walk  or  ride  to  the  top. 


h,  TheReuillet,apointofMt  Jura, 
5643  ft.,  only  11  ft.  lower  than  the 
Cret  de  la  Keige,  the  highest  point  in 
the  whole  chain.  Drive  to  St.  Genix, 
and  sleep  at  Thoiry.  Next  day  break- 
fast at  the  chalet  of  Narderau,  and 
walk  along  the  top  of  the  chain,  de- 
scending to  Gex  in  time  for  omnibus 
to  Geneva.  Take  provisions.  The 
views  are  very  fine. 

Chamouni  and  the  shores  of  Lake  Lemon 
maybe  explored  in  4  days  from  Geneva 
— thus,  1st,  by  early  steamer  to  Lau- 
sanne or  Vevay — by  2nd  steamer  on 
to  Yilleneuve—in  tne  evening  by  the 
rly.  to  Marti^y;  2nd,  by  we  Tete 
Noire  or  Col  de  Balme  to  Chamouni 
(Rte.  138);  3rd,  at  Chamouni;  4th, 
back  to  Geneva. 
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ROUTE  65. 

GENEVA  TO  VILLENEinTE,  BY  LAUSANNE, 
VEVAV,  AND  CHILLON.  LAKE  OF 
OENEVA. — RAILWAY. 

6}  posts  =  5^  Eng.  m. 

Eng^m. 
Geneva. 
Goppet      ••••..    10 

KoUe 13 

Morges 9 

.  lAiuanna  ......'  8 

Vevay Hi 

YUleneaTe     .....      • 

Rlv.  to  Bassigny  and  Lausanne. 
As  m  as  Coppet  it  belongs  to  the 
Lyons  and  Geneva  Co.  From  Coppet 
it  belongs  to  the  Western  Rly.  of 
Switzerland.  The  continuation  of 
this  line  from  Lausanne  to  Villeneuve 
and  Sion  was  opened  for  traffic  ini 
1862.  But  for  those  who  are  not  in  a 
violent  hurry  a  far  more  pleasant 
route  is  by 

Steamboat — Steamers  leaye  Geneva 
and  Villeneuve,  at  the  two  extre* 
mities  of  the  lake,  twice  a  day.  They 
make  the  voyaee  from  one  end  to- 
the  other  in  aboot  5  hours.  The 
steamers  do  not  Me  carriages.  They 
stop  to  land  and  receive  passengers  at 
Coppet,  Nyon,  Bolle,  Morges,  Ouchy 
(the  port  off  Lausanne),  3  hrs.,  Vevay 
4  hrs.,  and  Villeneuve  —  all  situated 
on  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
described  below.  Another  steamer 
plies  betwees  Geneva  and  the  towns- 
(Mft  the  S.  (Savoy)  side  of  the  lake 
(Rte.  57.) 

£aks  Lemon,  in  a  Calm, 

*ClMr,  jriacM  LemMi  1  thy  contrasted  lake, 
Vtmi  tha  wfld  worM  I  dwelt  in,  b  a  thing 
Whieh  warns  me,  with  its  stillness,  to  forsake 
Earth's  troubled  waters  for  a  purer  spring. 
This  quiet  sail  is  as  a  noiseless  wing 
To  waft  me  tkotot  distraction  ;  onee  I  loved 
Torn  ocean's  roar,  but  thy  soft  marmuring 
Sounds  sweet  as  if  a  Sister's  votse  rvprovcd. 

That  I  with  stem  delighta  sLouU  e^r  have 
beea  so  moved. 


It  is  tlM  bttsh  of  night,  and  all  between 
Thy  margin  and  the  mountains,  dusk,  yet 

cle^r. 
Mellowed  and  mingling,  yet  distinctly  teen. 
Save  darken'd   Jura,  whose  capt   heights 

appear 
Precipuouslv  steep;  and  drawing  near. 
There  breathes  a  living  fragrance  Jrom  the 

shore. 
Of  flowers  yet  fresh  with  childhood ;  on  the 

ear 
Drops  tlie  light  drip  of  the  suspended  oar. 
Or  chirps  the  gnssbopper  one  good-night  carol 

mure. 

•  *•••• 

At  intervals,  some  bird  fkt>m  ont  the  brakes 
Starts  into  voice  a  moment,  then  is  still. 
Hiere  seems  a  iIoatin»  whisper  on  the  bill. 
But  tliat  is  taney,— for  the  slarlight  dews 
All  silently  their  teaxa  of  love  instil. 
Weeping  tuemselves  away." 

Lake  Lemon,  in  a  Storm. 

**  The  sky  is  chaaged  1  —  aad  such  a  cbange  I 

Oh  night. 
And  storm,  and  darkness,  ye  are  wonJrooa 

strong, 
Yet  lovely  in  yoar  strength,  as  is  the  light 
or  a  dark  eye  tn  woatan  i     Kar  along. 
From  peak  to  peak,  the  rattling ciags  among 
Leaps  the  live  thunder  I    Not  from  one  loue 

clond. 
But   eveiy  mountain   now  hath    found   a 

tongue, 
And  Jura  answers,  throngh  her  misty  sh rood. 
Back  to  the  joyons  Alps,  who  call  to  her  aloud  1 

Now,  where  tlie  swift  Rhone  cleaves  his  way 
l>etween 

Heights  which  appear  as  lovers  who  have 
parted 

In  hate,  whose  mining  depths  so  Intervene 

That  they  can  meet  no  more,  though  broken- 
hearted ! 

Though  in  their  souls,  which  thus  each  other 
thwarted. 

Love  was  the  very  root  of  the  fond  rage 

'Which  blighted  their  life's  bloom,  and  then 
departed: 

Itself  ezvired,  but  leaving  them  an  age 
Of  years  all  winter^— war  wiibin  themselves  to 
wage. 

Now,  where  the<yiisk  fthone  thus  hath  cleft 

hi*  way,  ^stend: 

Tlie  mightient  of  the  storms  hath  ta  en  his 
For  here,  not  one,  but  many,  make  tlicir 

play,  [hand. 

And  fling  their  thunder-holts  ftom  hand  lo 
Flashing  and  cast  around  :  of  sU  the  band. 
The  brightest  through  these  parted  hills  hath 

fork'd 
His  lightnings, — as  if  he  did  understand. 
That  in  such  gaps>as  i^esolation  work'd. 
There  the  hot  shaft  should   blast  whatever 

therein  lurk'd. 

And  tliia  is  in  th»  night : — Moat  gloriooa 

night  1 
Thou  wert  not  sent  for  slumlwr!  let  me  be 
A  shaier  in  thy  fierce  and  tu  delight,*-- 
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A  portion  of  tlw  tfloipeit  and  of  theel 
How  the  lit  lake  ahines«  a  phosphoric  tea. 
And  thebt&r  rain  onmetdandnfr  to  the  earth  I 
And  now  axaJn  't  is  blaclc, — and  now,  the  f^Iee 
Uf  the  load  hills  shakes  with  its  mountain- 
mirth. 
As  if  they  did  rejoice  o'er  a  yoang  earthquake's 
biith. 

Sky,  moanUina,  river,  wind%  lake^  light- 
nings! ye  I 

With  niifht,  and  doads,  and  thunder,  and  a 
soul 

To  make  these  felt  and  feelings,  well  may  be 

Tkinus  tliat  have  made  me  watchful ;  the  far 
roll 

Of  your  departing  voices  is  ihe  knoll 

Of  what  in  me  is  sleepless,— if  1  rest. 

Dut  wliere  of  ye,  oh  tempests  I  Is  tlie  goal  ? 

Are  ye  like  those  within  the  liiiman  breast? 
Or  do  ye  find,  at  length,  like  eagles,  some  high 
nest  ?"  Byrum. 

The  Lake  of  Geneva,  called  by  the 
Bomans  Lacus  Lemanus,  has  nearly 
the  shape  of  a  half-moon,  ite  homa 
being  turned  towards  the  S.  It  is  the 
largest  lake  in  Switxerland,  being  55 
m.  long,  measured  close  to  its  N.  shore, 
and  alK^ut  40  m.  along  its  S.  bank;  it 
is  6  m.  wide  at  the  broadest  part  (be- 
tween Rolle  and  Thonon),  and  its 
greatest  depth  (between  Evian  and 
Oachy)  is  900  ft.  Its  surface  is  about 
1 1 42  It.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  but 
the  height  often  varies  in  the  year 
more  than  50  inches,  being  usually 
lowest  in  the  winter,  between  Jan.  and 
April,  and  highest  in  Aug.  and  part  of 
July  and  Sept,  owing  to  the  supplies 
then  derived  from  the  melting  snows 
and  glaciers.  Besides  these  periodical 
variations,  the  Lake  is  subject  to  other 
more  arbitrary  changes  of  level,  called 
Beiches,  This  phenomenon  consists  of 
a  sudden  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  in 

5 articular  parts  of  the  lake,  indepen- 
ently  of  tne  agency  of  the  wind  or  of 
any  other  apparent  cause.  It  is  most 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva. 
During  these  oscillations  the  waters 
sometimes  rise  5  ft.,  though  the  usual 
increase  is  not  more  than  2;  it  never 
lasts  longer  than  25  minutes,  but  it  is 
generally  less.  The  cause  of  these 
seiches  has  not  been  explained  with 
certainty,  but  they  are  observed  to 
occur  most  commonly  when  the  clouds 
are  heavy  and  low.  The  lake  never 
freezes  over  entirely,  owing  to  its 
great  depth}  but  in  severe  winters 


the  lower  extremity  is  covered  with 
ice.  The  sand  and  mud  brought 
down  b^  the  Khone  and  deposited 
around  its  mouth  have  caused  consi- 
derable encroachments  upon  its  upper 
extremity :  even  within  tne  recoros  of 
history  rorte  Valais  stood  on  its  mar- 
gin, and  its  basin  is  reported  to  have 
originally  extended  upwimis  as  fiur  as 
Bex. 

**  Mon  lac  est  le  premier,**  are  the 
words  in  which  Voltaire  has  vaunted 
the  beauties  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva; 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that,  though 
it  wants  the  gloomy  sublimity  of  the 
Bay  of  Uri  and  the  sunny  sohness  of 
the  Italian  lakes,  with  their  olive  and 
citron  proves,  it  has  high  claims  to 
admiration.  It  also  possesses  great 
variety  of  scenery.  Tne  vine-covered 
slopes  of  Valid  contrast  well  with  the 
abrupt,  rocky  precipices  of  Savoy. 
Near  Geneva  the  hilb  subside,  admit- 
ting an  exquisite  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
whose  snowy  summit,  though  60  m. 
distant,  is  often  reflected  in  its  waters. . 

'*  Lake  T^eman  woos  me  with  its  crystal  fkoe, 
The  mirror  where  the  stars  and'  mountains 

view 
The  stillness  of  their  aspect  in  each  trace 
Its  clesr  depth  yields  of  their  far  height  and 

hae." 

At  its  £.  or  upper  extremity  it  extends 
to  the  very  base  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  by  their  close  vicinity  nve  its 
scenery  a  character  of  increased  mag- 
nificence. 

The  boats  on  the  lake  are  very  pic- 
turesque, having  lateen  sails  like  the 
craft  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
generally  calm,  but  not  the  dead  calm 
of  the  mountain  lakes  ;  occasionally 
the  bize,  a  cold  £.  wind,  is  very  strong, 
and  causes  considerable  motion  in  the 
steamers  from  Geneva  until  they  get 
beyond  Lausanne.  The  S.W.  wind 
is  described  as  still  stronger.  These 
are  the  only  winds  which  materially 
affect  the  lake. 

Among  the  fish  of  the  lake  tronts 
are  rare;  the  Lotte,  on  which  Rous- 
seau's Julie  makes  her  last  repast,  is 
described  as  "  une  esp^co  de  barbeau, 
asses  fade,  peu  cher,  et  commun.** 

Biy,  to  Lauaanne,  6  trains  daily 
in  1^  to  24  hrs. 

I  3 
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The  raSNiray  embaDkment  has  been 
carri^  along  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
thus  in  many  places  marring  its  beauty, 
and  interrupting  the  view,  from  the 
sloping  banks  and  houses  built  on 
them. 

The  first  part  o^  the  road  out  of 
Greneya  Ues  among  villas  and  pleasure 
grounds  not  unlike  English  country- 
seats.  Few  spots  in  Europe  present  so 
many  admirable  sites  for  a  dwelling 
as  the  shores  of  Lake-  Leman  in  full 
view  of  Mont  Blanc*  At  S^heron, 
on  the  lake.  Sir  Robert  Ftel  has  a 
villa,  and  at  Pr^ny  ia  Baron  Adolph 
Bothschild's  superb*  chitteau.  After 
a  mile  or  two  Mont  Blanc  is  hid 
behind  the  intervening  mountains  of 
Yoirons,  and  does  not  reappear  until 
near  Nyon. 

The    parish    of    VeraoiXf   through 
which  the  Iroad  passes,  formerly  be- 
longed to    France.     The    Duke    de 
Choiseul,  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  irri- 
tated with  some  proceedings  of  the 
.inhabitants  of  Greneva,.  proposed  to 
raise  a  rival  city  at  Versoix  which 
should  deprive  Geneva  of  its  trade. 
A  pier  was  projected  into  the  lake  to 
form  a  port,  a  grand  Place  wa6>  laid 
down,  streets  running  at  right  angles 
were  marked  out;  but  beyond  this  the 
plan  was  never  carried  into  execution. 
Hence  the  verses  of  Voltaire  : — 

**  A  Veiwrix  notti  aYona  des  raes*. 
Mais  nous  n'avons  paa  de  malaonc.** 

A  little  beyond  Versoix  (now  an  in- 
considerable village)  we  pass  out  of  the 
canton  of  Geneva  into  that  of  Vaud. 

Coppet — (Inn:  Ange) — a  small  vil- 
lage of  600  Inhab.,  only  remarkable 
for  the  Chateau,  imme<uately  behind 
it,  but  so  placed  as  to  command  no 
view  of  the  lake.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Madame  de  Stael  Vemet 
It  is  a  plain  edifice,  forming  three 
sides  of  a  square,  the  front  towards 
the  lake  being  flanked  with  a  tower 
at  each  end.  It  was  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Stael  the  auUior,  as  well 
as  of  her  father,  the  French  minister 
I^eoker.  There  are  portraits  of  her 
by  David,  of  her  parents  M.  and  Ma- 
dame Necker,  and  a  marble  bust  of 
M.  Bocca,  Madame  de  Stael's  second 


husband.  One  room  is  pointed  oat  as 
the  study  in  which  the  authoress  of 
Corinne  composed  many  of  her  works. 
Her  inkstand  and  desk  are  still  pre- 
served. The  grounds  are  traversed 
by  shady  walks;  and  a  clump  of  trees 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  in  a  field  a  little 
to  the  W.  of  the  house,  shrouds  from 
view  a  sort  of  chapel  in  which  Necker 
and  his  daughter  are  buried. 

Nyon  {fnn:  Couronne ;  not  good), 
a  town  of  2682  Inhab.,  stands  on  a 
heip^ht  ;  but  its  suburbs,  through 
which  the  high  road  runs,  extend 
down  to  the  lake.  It  was  the  Roman 
Novidunum.  From  the  Terrasse  des 
Marroniers  near  the  fine  old  chateau 
once  the  seat  of  the  Bailli  de  Nyon, 
there  is  a  very  fine  view. 

[An  excellent  carriage-road  ascends 
the  Jura  from  this  in  zigzags  to  St. 
Cergues,from  which  the  Z>o^,the  high- 
est summit  of  this  part  of  the  chain  of 
the  Jura,  can  be  most  easily  ascended. 
Mules  and  guides  can  be  procured  at 
the  small  Inn  of  St.  Cerg^es,  which 
affords  tolerable  accommodation  for 
a  night.  The  ascent  requires  about 
3  hours;  but  it  is  neither  fatiguing 
nor  dangerous.  "Perhaps  there  is 
no  mountain  in  Switzerland  which 
better  repays  the  traveller  for  his 
fatigue,  and  no  view  more  wonder- 
fully extensive  and  admirably  di- 
versified than  that  which  it  com- 
mands."] 

Rolfe^  {Inns:  Couronne;  Tete Noire.) 
The  hills  around  this  village  are  co- 
vered with  vineyards,  producing  a  to- 
lerable wine.  One  of  tne  best  Vaudois 
wines  is  grown  on  the  slope  between 
RoRe  and  Aubonne,  called  La  C6te. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  is 
discerned  the  Gulf  of  Thonon,  and 
the  snowy  head  of  Mont  Blanc  peer- 
ing over  the  mountains  of  the  Ch^ais, 
is  visible  all  the  way  from  Morges  to 
Geneva.  A  little  further  on  the'rocks 
of  MeiUerie  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Valais  appear. 

[A  few  miles  above  Rolle  is  Ath 
bonne — Inns:  Couronne;  Liond'Or)— 
an  ancient  town  of  1667  Inhab.,  (with 
an  Eastern-looking  Castle,  Byron 
says  of  it — "The  entranoe  and  bridg« 
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something  like  that  of  Durham :  it 
commancb  hy  far  ihe  fairest  view  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva  (and  of  Mont 
Blanc  behind  it)  )  a  grove  on  the 
height  of  very  noble  trees.  Here  Ta- 
vemier,  the  Eastern  traveller,  bought 
(or  built)  the  chateau,  because  the 
site  resembled  and  equalled  that  of 
Erivan,  a  frontier  city  of  Persia. 
Here  he  finished  his  voyages.**  The 
Church  contains  the  monument  of  the 
brave  Prench  Admiral  Duquesne,  the 
conqueror  of  De  Buyter^the  chas- 
tiser  of  the  Turkish  and  Algerine  cor^ 
sairs,  whose  services  Louis  XIV.  re- 
fused to  recompense,  and  whose  body 
that  monarch  for  a  lone  time  denied 
to  his  son, —exiled  to  Aubonne  by  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  be- 
cause Duquesne  was  a  Protestant,  and 
refused  to  adopt  the  king's  religion. 
Aubonne  is  less  than  3  m.  distant  from 
the  lake.  On  the  hills  sloping  down 
towards  the  lake  called  La  C6te,  be- 
tween Aubonne  and  Nyon,  gpnows  the 
best  Swiss  wine,  called  ie  Moulart, 

The  Sirjn^  de  Bovujy — ^above  Au- 
bonne, 2730  ft  above  the  sea-level —is 
a  celebrated  point  of  view.] 

Morges  Stat,  (^Inn:  La  Couronne.) 
Close  to  the  small  port  of  this  little 
town  of  2800  Inhab.  rises  the  pictur- 
esque Castie  of  WufflenSf  distinguished 
by  its  tall  wnite  square  donjon  and 
group  of  minor  turrets,  built  of  brick, 
with  deep  machicolations,  probably  in 
the  13th  cent.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  by  Queen  Bertha  in  the  10th 
cent.  The  carriaee-road  continues 
near  the  shore  of  the  lake.  The  rly. 
turns  inland  to 

Bnasigny  Junct  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
from  Yveidun  (Rte.  49)  and  Berne 
joins.  Most  of  the  trains  from  Geneva 
to  Yverdun  go  on  to  Lausanne,  and 
then  back  again  to  Bussigny. 

The  distant  view  of  Lausanne, 
seated  on  sloping  hills  and  sur- 
mounted by  its  cathedral  and  castle, 
is  pleasing.  Between  it  and  the  lake, 
at  the  dutanoe  of  \  m.,  stands  tlie 
suburb  or  village  of  Onchy,  which 
may  be  termed  the  port  of  Lausanne. 
(Inns :  A  very  laree  house,  the  Hdtel 
ae  BeaRrivage,  un&r  the  management 


of  Mr.  Alex.  Rufenacht,  formerly 
landlord  of  the  H.  des  Bemies  at 
Geneva ; — Ancre ; — H6tel  and  Pension 
Bachoffher,  good;  both  houses  kept 
by  an  English  landlady.  Families 
may  live  here  en  pension  at  the  rate 
of  30  or  40  fr.  a  week  each  person.) 
Lord  Byron  wrote  the  'Prisoner  of 
Chillon '  in  the  Ancre  inn,  in  the  short 
space  of  t(oo  days,  during  which  he  was 
detained  here  by  bad  weather,  June, 
1816  :  **  thus  adding  one  more  death- 
less association  to  the  already  immor- 
talized localities  of  the  lake."  Om- 
nibuses run  between  Ouchy  and 
Lausanne  in  connexion  with  the* 
steamers — ^fare  ^  fr.,  or  1  fr.  with 
luggage. 
Lausanne  Stat, 

Lausanne,  (fnns:  Faucon,  very 
good;  Hotel  Gibbon,  finer  position, 
good  and  clean,  but  bustling;  Hotel 
Richeraont,  near  the  rly.  stat^  a  Pen- 
sion ;  Bellevue,  quiet,  reasonable,  and 
finely  situated;  H.  duNord:  ail  these 
are  first-class  hotels.  2nd  CUtss  Inns : 
Raisin,  Trois  Suisses.  H6tel  du 
Grand  Pont,  in  the  town,  commerciaL) 

Lausanne,  capital  of  the  canton 
Vaud,  contains  20,515  Inhab.  (670 
Roman  Cath.V  The  Pays  de  Yaud 
(Germ.  Waadtland)  was  originally 
subject  to  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  but, 
having  been  conquered  by  the  Bernese, 
remained  tributary  to  that  republic  for 
2icentys.,  until  1798,  when  it  acquired 
its  independence,  which,  however,  it 
retained  in  1814  only  by  the  payment 
of  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  then 
became  a  member  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation. The  constitution  was  ren- 
dered more  democratic  by  changes  in 
1830  and  1845  ;  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  cantons  the  most  imbued  with  the 
revolutionary  opinions  common  on  the 
continent  The  language  spoken  is 
French.  200,000  Inhab. ;  192,000  Prot 
The  town,  with  its  high  roofs,  castle, 
and  cathedral,  is  itself  picturesque, 
and  is  most  picturesquely  situated 
on  the  lower  slope  of  the  Mont  Jorat, 
which  sinks  gpradually  down  to  the 
lake,  intersected  by  several  ravines, 
giving  it  the  form  of  distinct  emin- 
ences.  From  this  cause  the  old  streets- 
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ranging  over  broken  g^ronnd  are  a 
series  of  ups  and  downs:  many  are 
very  steep.  A  causeway  and  viaduct, 
called  from  its  builder  Font  Pichard, 
or  Grand  Pont,  have  been  made  to 
span  the  valley  from  the  front  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon,  and  a  winding  road, 
carried  on  a  level  along  its  £.  bank, 
renders  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
cathedral  much  more  accessible  than 
formerly. 

The  Castle  and  Cathedral  are  on 
an  eminence  in  the  old  walled  town, 
which  is  still  called  the  Cite,  Start- 
ing from  H.  Gibbon,  and  keeping  to 
the  rt.  for  a  short  distance,  anjr  of  the 
streets  i^  the  hill  to  the  L  will  lead 
to 

The  Cathedral  (at  the  foot  of  the 
flight  of  8tep»  leading  to  it  from  the 
market-place  ask  for  the  keys  of  the 
door,  kept  at  the  sexton's  house,  No.  7), 
a  very  extensive  building,  and  in- 
ternally one  of  the  finest  in  Swit- 
aerland,  *'  was  founded  a.d.  1000,  and 
traces  of  the  original  edifice  may  be 
noticed,  bvt  the  actual  building  dates 
from  1275.  The  interior  is  smgular 
in  its  construction^  and  very  beau- 
tiful, though  much  altered  by  modem 
arrangements.    On  entering  the  nave, 

2  wide  arches  are  seen  od  the  right 
and  on  the  left ;  and  these  are  suc- 
ceeded, on  each  side,  by  6  narrower 
arches.  They  are  thus  described  by 
Mr.  Willis : — *  Each  alternate  pier  con- 
sists of  12  parts,  or  shafts—  namely, 

3  on  each  face  for  the  vaulting  of  the 
nave  and  side  aisles  respectively,  and 
3  for  the  pier  arches.  But  of  the  in- 
terposed ones,  the  first  has  coupled 
columns  for  the  pier  arch,  and  a  lateral 
sub-shaft  for  its  sub-arch ;  the  nest 
has  a  single  round  shaft  for  the  pier 
arch,  and  a  stout  detached  shaft  in 
front  of  it,  which,  running  up  to  the 
roof,  carries  3  vaulting  ribs  in  a  group 
upon  a  round  abacus ;  the  nest,  witn 
a  similar  arrangement  for  the  pier 
arch,  has  a  slender  shaft  in  front,  sup- 
porting the  simple  rib  of  a  six-partite 
vault,  of  which  this  is  the  only  com- 
partment, the  rest  of  the  nave  naving 
quadri-partite  vaults.' — The  circular 
apse,  at  the  eastern  end,  is  lingular 


and  complete,  both  as  a  oontinoation 
of  the  nave  and  of  the  aisles.  The 
Triforium  Gallery  is  carried  conti« 
nuously  along  the  nave,  the  transept, 
and  the  apse  ;  above  it  is  a  second 
gallery,  e^jually  complete,  but  it  is 
arranged  m  compartments  of  triple 
arches,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it 
to  conform  to  the  openings  of  the 
windows.  Within  the  central  tower, 
but  at  a  higher  level,  are  2  similar 
galleries,  equally  complete. 

The  transepts  are  quite  different. 
One  of  them  contains  a  fine  rose 
window.  The  central  tower  was 
struck  by  lightning  in  1825,  and 
the  spire  and  part  of  the  stalk  in 
the  choir  were  burnt.  The  whole  of 
the  stalls  were  thereupon  removed  to 
Chillon  Castle,  the  juM  taken  away, 
and  the  church  repaired  and  coloured 
internally  with  wash,  which  gives  it 
a  tame  and  monotonous  appearance. 

Among  the  monuments  within  the 
church  are  a  mailed  effigy  of  Otho  of 
Granson  • — the  tomb  of  Victor  Ame- 
deus  VIII.  (Voltaire's  *"  Bizarre 
Amedee  **\  who  was  Duke  of  Savoy, 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  P<^  under 
the  title  of  Felix  V.,  but  resigned 
in  succession  all  these  dignities,  pre- 
ferring to  end  his  days  as  a  monk 
in  the  convent  of  Ripaille,  on  the  op- 
posite shore  of  the  lake:  ft  is  much 
mutilated;  of  Bp.  W.  de  Menthonex; 
—of  Harriet  Stratford  Canning,  by 
Bartolini; — of  the  mother  of  the  Prus- 
sian Minister  von  Stein.  Most  of  these 
monuments  were  foolishly  removed 
fW>m  their  proper  places  in  1828. 

There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
terrace  at  the  W.  end  of  the  Cathedral, 
partiaUy  obetrueted  by  die  present 
prison,    formerly    the   Archbishop's 


Ascending  again  to  the  N.  of  the 
Cathedral,  we  reach  the  ChdteoM^  or 
CasUe^  a  picturesque,  massive  square 
tower  with  4  turrets  at  the  angles. 
It  waa  originally  the  residence  of  the 
Bishops  of  Lausanne,  but  is  now  eon- 
vertea  into  puUic  offlces,  and  entirely 
modernised  intemally.  Two  rooms, 
however,  have  been  restored — ^not  in 
the  best  taste— and  are  shown. 

Passing  out  under  the  6k±  archway 
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of  the  Ch&teau  to  the  N.,  you  may 
either  ascend  to  the  Signal,  which  lies 
straight  before  you,  or  turn  to  the  rt., 
and  walk  along  the  road  at  the  side 
of  the  ravine  of  the  F/on — a  walk 
which  shows  the  picturesque  buildings 
of  Lausanne  to  admnlaee — and  so 
return  to  the  town.  The  Urge  hand- 
some building  on  the  S.  of  the  Cite 
is  the  HospitaL 

In  the  College,  founded  1587,  not 
far  from  the  Cathedral,  ia  a  Cantonal 
Museum,  in  which  are  some  objects  of 
interest, — such  as  a  collection  of 
minerals  from  Bex  and  a  model  of  the 
salt-mines  there.  It  is  not  deficient  in 
the  other  branches  of  natural  history. 
A  specimen  of  the  silurus  glanis,  one 
of  the  largest  fresh-water  uhes,  came 
from  the  mke  of  Morat.  Many  anti* 
qiutiee  discovered  within  the  canton, 
at  Aventicum,  and  Celtic  remains 
from  the  S^ss  Lakes  and  the  borders 
of  the  Lake  Leman,  also  some  relics  of 
Napoleon,  his  Waterloo  saddle,  fowl- 
ing-piece, &c^  are  preserved  here. 

Tnere  ia  also  a  Picture  OaUery 
(MuttA  ArUmd)  opposite  the  Com 
Exchange,  containing  modem  and 
ancient  paintings. 

The  Blmd  Asybim,  founded  by  the 
late  Mr.  Haldimann,  an  English- 
man of  Swiss  descent,  is  admuubly 
managed  by  Mr.  HirzeL 

The  house  of  Gibbon^  in  which  he 
completed  the  History  of  Rome,  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  behind 
the  church  oi  St.  Francis,  aad  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  down  to 
Ouohy.  Both  it  and  the  tjarden  have 
been  entirely  changed.  The  waH  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon  occupies  the  site  of 
his  summer-house,  and  the  berceau 
walk  has  been  destroyed  to  make 
room  for  the  garden  of  the  hotel,  but 
the  terrace  overlooking  the  lake,  a 
lime  and  a  few  acacias,  remain. 

'^It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  the 
night,  of  the  27th  of  June,  1787,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  11  and  12,  that  I 
wrote  the  last  line  of  the  last  page 
in  a  summer»house  in  my  garden. 
After  laying  down  my  pen  I  took 
aeveral  turns  in  a  bercMO,  or  covered 


walk  of  acaoias,  which  commands  a 
prospect  of  the  country,  the  lake,  and 
the  mountains.  The  air  was  tem- 
perate, the  sky  was  serene,  the  silver 
orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
the  waves,  and  all  nature  was  silent." 
Gibbon's  Life. 

The  English  Church  service  is  per« 
formed  in  an  Enelish  chapel  built 
in  his  grounds,  on  the  road  to  Ouchy, 
by  the  late  Mr.  Haldimann. 

The  Poet  and  Telegraph  office  is  in 
the  Place  St^Fran^ois^  near  H.  Gibbon. 
Hignou  and  Co.,  7,.  Kue  de  Bourv, 
have  an  excellent  Reading-room  well 
supplied  with  English  papers,  and  a 
circulating  library. 

Railways  to  Yverdun  (Bte.49X  Ge- 
neva, and  Basle;  to  Freybnrg  and 
Beme.  The  Stat,  is  below  the  town, 
on  the  road  to  Ouchy. 

Steamboats  touch  at  Ouchy,  the 
port  of  Lausanne,  on  their  way  to 
either  extremity  of  the  lake. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Lausanne  ia 
famous  for  the  number  and  beauty 
of  the  walks  which  it  presents.  Here, 
and  throughout  the  wme-growing  dis- 
tricts boraering  the  lake,  strangers 
must  beware  of  the  alleys  and  narrow 
walks  between  walls  or  high  hedges, 
which  abound  in  every  direction.  Ap- 
pearing to  lead  np  a  hiU,  or  to  some 
fiftvouraUe  point  of  view,  they  are  con- 
stantly closed  at  the  end  by  a  gate, 
with  a  notice  against  trespassers.  The 
law  is  severely  enforced  against  any 
one  entering  a  vineyard  without  the 
owner's  permission.  jPartialandpleas- 
ii^g  glimpses  of  the  lake  are  obtained 
from  the  terraces  within  the  town,  and 
from  the  fine  boulevard  of  Montbenon, 
Just  outskie  the  walls,  on  the  old  road 
to  Cteneva  ;  but  far  more  extensive 
and  beautiful  prospects  are  presented 
from  the  heights  above  the  town.  The 
best  spot  for  an  extensive  survey  is 
the  elevated  platform  called  the  Signal, 
accessible  to  carriages.  It  lies  nearly 
N.  of  the  town,  directly  behind  the 
Ch&teau.  Near  it  is  the  extensive 
fiwest  of  Sauvabellin  (SUva  Belini\ 
in  which  it  is  said  the  Druids 
onoe  worshipped  the  god  Bel,  and 
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thence  its  name.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  oountry-seata  in  the  ri- 
cinity ;  that  of  Vemant  is  highly 
praised  ;  its  grounds  have  the  charac- 
ter of  an  Eneiish  |>ark,  with  the  Alps 
and  the  lake  in  addition.  Mont 
Blanc  is  not  visible  from  the  Signal, 
but  may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Jorat,  on  the  road  to  Berne. 

About  2  m.  out  of  Lausanne,  beyond 
the  Oalvaire,  on  the  Berne  road,  is 
the  CemeUrf  of  Pierre  de  Plain,  John 
Philip  Kemble,  the  tragedian,  is  bu- 
ried within  it.  His  tomb  is  a  plain 
iiat  slab,  one  of  9  or  10  in  a  row,  all 
English  graves.  The  house  where  he 
died  is  ciuled  Beau  Sit6 ;  the  planta- 
tions were  all  laid  out  by  himself. 

A  Celtic  burial-ground  has  been 
discovered  at  Bel  Air,  near  CheseauXf 
6  m.  N.  W.  of  Lausanne. 


The  Rly.  to  Yevay  runs  along  the 
slope  of  tne  Jorat,  here  covered  with 
vineyards  (Lavaux),  industriously  ter- 
raced high  up  the  hills  extending 
to  Yevay.  The  road  continues  in 
view  of  the  lake,  and  is  improved 
by  levelling  and  widening,  though  at 
times  narrow,  and  partly  enclosed 
between  the  walls  or  vineyards,  ren- 
dering it  very  hot  in  summer,  being 
unsheltered  by  trees.  Near  Yevay, 
the  gorge  of  the  Rhone  appears  m 
siffht,  overlooked  by  the  snowy  peaks 
(tf  the  Dent  de  Micu. 

At  Fully  an  inferior  sort  of  coal, 
abounding  in  sulphur,  is  dug  from  a 
mine  in  the  hill-side. 

Vevay  Stat,  (Germ.  Yivis)  Inns: 
Trois  Couronnes  (or  H.  Monnet), 
close  to  the  lake:  one  of  the  best  Inns 
in  Switzerland,  comfortable  and  clean : 
a  very  large  house;  reading-room 
well  suppliM  with  papers:  charges 
notout  of  proportion  with  the  comfort, 
but  the  traveller  will  frequently  find 
it  full,  and  the  other  hotels  are  far 
inferior.  From  Oct.  15  to  May  1  you 
may  live  here  moderately  en  pension, 
H.  du  Lac  Leman,  small,  clean,  and 
oomfbrtable :  view  over  lake.  Lodging 
1  fr.  ^  0. ;  dinner  3  f rs. ;  breaU^t 


1  to  2  frs. ;  servants  50  c.  TheChAteau 
de  Yevay  is  a  respectable  boarding- 
house.  Trois  Bois.  Above  the  town, 
in  the  village  of  Chardonnes,  is  a  good 
and  reasonable  pension,  H.  Bellevue. 

Vewxy,  the  Roman  Yibiscum,  is 
the  second  town  in  canton  Yaud, 
and  has  6600  Inhab.  It  is  prin- 
cipally distinguished  for  the  ex- 
ceeding beauty  of  its  situation,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Yeveyse, 
on  the  margin  of  we  Lake  Leman,  at 
a  point  where  the  scenery  of  its  banks 
is  perhaps  most  beautiful.  The  writ- 
ings of  Rousseau  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  its  celebrity  in  this 
resnect. 

Ibrom  the  little  terrace  at  the  end 
of  the  market-place,  or  from  the  roof 
of  the  Trois  Couronnes,  or,  better 
still,  from  the  villa  called  Hauteville, 
about  2  m.  above  Yevay,  the  eye  sur- 
veys on  the  E.  the  village  of  Cflarens, 
Montreux,  Chillon;  beyond  it  YiUe- 
neuve  and  the  gorge  of  the  Rhone, 
backed  by  the  gigantic  Alps  of  the 
Yalais,  the  Dent  de  Midi,  and  Pain 
de  Sucre  (neighbours  of  the  Great 
St.  Bernard);  while  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  lake  rise  the  rodcs  of 
Meillerie,  surmounted  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Dent  d*Oche,  and  the  vUlaee 
of  St  Gingou^h,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  The  walks  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  are  somewhat 
dull,  as  the  whole  country  consists  of 
vineyards,  surrounded  by  stone  walls. 

In  the  Ch.  of  St,  Martin,  a  little 
above  the  town,  situated  amidst  trees 
and  vineyards,  and  used  only  in  sum- 
mer (date  1438),  Ludlow  the  regicide 
is  buried,  as  well  as  Broughton^  who 
read  the  sentence  of  death  to  Charles  I. 
They  died  here  in  exile,  a  price  hav- 
ing been  set  upon  their  heads;  and 
repeated  applications  were  made  to 
the  canton  of  Berne  to  deliver  them 
up,  which  the  government  very  pro- 
perly refused  to  accede  to.  Ludlow*B 
houae  still  exists  on  the  road  to  La 
Tour  de  Peilz;  he  placed  over  his  door- 
way^ this  inscription — **  Omne  solum 
forti  patria.'*  The  tablet  is  removed 
to  England,  and  his  house  is  now  tha 
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Pension  Delessert  Most  of  the  bouses 
hare  had  new  fronts  added  towards 
the  lake.  Pleasant  walks  and  views 
fW)m  the  gardens  of  Mr.  Couvreci : 
the  Park  of  HauUcxlle  1^  m.  N.E. 

The  English  Ch,  service  is  performed 
on  Sundays  in  St  Clair  at  11  and 
3*30. 

Physician.  —  Dr.  Henri  Curchod, 
speaks  English. 

C.  Prost,  watch  and  chronometer 
maker  and  bijoutier,  is  in  good  repute 
here. 

Many  excursions  maj  be  made  firom 
Vevay  bv  land  or  water.  Boats  at 
1  fir.  the  hour.  CkUlon  is  a  morning 
drive  (the  route  may  be  varied  by 
taking  the  upper  road). 

Onrnibw  from  Yevay  to  Chexbres 
Stat,  to  meet  the  trains  from  Berne 
and  Freyburg.    Ascent  in  1^  br. 

The  railroad  from  Vevay  to  Frey- 
burg  by  BuUe  is  described  Bte.  45. 

Tne  wines  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vevay,  especially  of  the  sunny  dis- 
trict extending  hence  to  Lausanne, 
and  called  Lavaux,  enjoy  a  consider- 
able reputation  for  Swiss  wines.  The 
Romans  are  believed  to  have  first 
planted  the  vine  on  these  hills;  and 
the  discovery  of  a  stone  inscribed 
**^  Libero  Patri  Colliensi'*  proves  that 
they  had  erected  a  temple  to  Father 
Bacchus  at  CoUium,  a  little  village 
now  called  Gully,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  between  Vevay  and  Lausanne. 

A  society  or  guild  of  high  antiquity, 
called  T^6mij/tfc2M  Fi^ntfron^,  exists  at 
Vevay  to  promote  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine4  and  for  this  purpose  it  de- 
spatches every  spring  and  autumn 
<*  experts,"  qualified  persons,  to  sur- 
vey all  the  vineyards  of  the  district, 
and  upon  their  report  and  testimony 
it  rewards  the  most  skilful  and  indus- 
trious vinedressers  with  medals  and 
pruning-hooks  (serpes  dlionneur)  as 
prizes. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  handed 
down  from  very  ancient  times,  which 
is  possibly  a  relic  of  pagan  super- 
stition, this  socie^  celebrates  once  in 
15  or  20  years  a  festival  called  la  Fete 
des  Vignercns.  As  many  as  700  persons 
took  port  in  the  last  festival,  and  one 


of  the  ballet-masters  of  the  French 
opera  was  employed  to  drill  and  in- 
struct the  rustics  in  dancing.  The 
last  anniversaries  were  in  1833, 1851, 
and  1865,  and  multitudes  of  spectators 
Hocked  fh>m  all  parts  to  witness  them. 

The  beautiful  Pass  from  Vevay 
over  the  Dent  de  Jaman,  and  the 
road  thence  to  Thun,  in  Bte.  42. 

A  pleasant  shady  path  or  char- 
road,  interrupted  at  times  by  the 
Klwy.,  on  the  slope  of  the  hills,  above 
the  dusty  highway,  leads  in  6^  m.  to 
Montreux  and  Chillon. 

About  2  miles  ofi;  on  a  swelling 
eminence  overlooking  the  lake,  stands 
the  ancient  Castle  of  Blanay^  which  has 
belonged  to  the  same  family  for  700 
years.  Farther  on,  above  Clarens,  is 
Chatelardj  another  castle. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Vevay  the  ham- 
let of  La  Tour  de  Peilz,  with  a  castle 
built  at  the  water-side  in  the  13th 
century,  is  passed.    3  m.  farther  lies 

Clarens^  so  sentimentally  described 
by  Bousseau  in  the  Nouvelle  Ueloise. 
It  commands  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  views  over  the  laice — the  moun- 
tains of  the  Bhone  valley  and  of  the 
opposite  shore,  but  in  itself  is  a  poor 
village,  far  less  attractive  than  many 
of  its  neighbours,  and  it  probably 
owes  its  celebrity  to  a  well-sounding 
name,  which  fitted  it  for  the  ipBges  of 
a  romance.  Bousseau's  admirers  have 
puzzled  themselves  with  endeavouring 
to  identify  the  localities,  though  he 
has  himself  stated  that  they  are  **gros- 
sierement  alteres."  The  spot  on  which 
the  beautiful  **  bosquet  de  Julie"  is 
sought  for  is  now  a  potato-field. 
Byron  says  that  the  trees  were  cut 
down  by  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard, 
and  lavishes  some  unworthy  and  un- 
deserved abuse  upon  those  hospitable 
ecclesiastics;  but  he  has  forgotten  to 
ask  whether  the  bosquet  really  ever 
had  any  existence  except  in  Kons- 
seau's  imagination.  Byron,  indeed^ 
viewed  the  spot  with  a  poet's  eye, 
and  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery,  which  has  been 
accurately  described  by  Bousseau* 
called  up  all  the  poet's  enthusiasm 
and  inspiration. 
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ROUTE  55.*— CLAREN&   VONTREUX. 


Sect.  I. 


**  CUransI  fweet  CUrraa,  birthplaoe  of  deep 

Love  I 
-    Tbine  air  is  the  yonng  bieeth  of  paationate 
thought : 
Thy  trees  uke  root  in  Love ;  the  snows  above 
The  very  xiAciers  have  his  colours  cau](ht. 
And  sunset  into  rose-hues  sees  them  wrought 
.    Bv  rays  «vhich  sleep  there  lovingly :  the  rocks, 
The  permanent  crags,  tell  here  oiT  Love,  who 

sought 
fn  them  a  refiige  from  the  worldly  shocks 
Whtdi  stir  and  sting:  tbe  soul  with  hope  that 
woos,  then  mocks. 

**  Clarens  I    by  heavenly  feet   thy  paths  are 

trod— 
Undyinic  Love*a,  who  here  aseends  a  throne 
To  which  the  steps  are  moantains ;  where  the 

god 
Is  a  pervsding  life  and  lisht,— so  sfiown 
Not  on  those  nmmits  solely,  nor  alone 
In  the  still  cave  and  forest ;  o'er  the  flower 
His  eve  is  sparkling,  and  his  bieath  hath 

b{own. 
His  soft  and  summer-breath,  whose  tender 

power 
PasMt  the  strength  of  storms  in  their  most 

desolate  hour. 

**  All  things  are  here  at  him  i  ftom  the  black 
pines. 
Which  are  his  shade  on  high,  and  the  loud 

roar 
Of  torrents,  where  he  listeneth,  to  the  vines 
Which  slope  his  gieen  path  downward  to  the 

shore. 
Where  the  bow'd  waters  meet  him,  and  adore. 
Kissing  his  feet  with  murmurs ;  and  the  wood. 
The  covert  of  old  trees,  with  trunks  all  hoar. 
But  light  leaves,  young  as  Joy,  stands  where  it 
sumd, 
OiTering  to  him  and  hb  a  populous  solitude— 

'*  A  populous  solitude  of  bees  and  birds. 
And  Atiry-form'd  and  many-coloured  things. 
Who  woiship  him  with  notes  moresweet  than 

words. 
And  innocently  open  their  glad  wings, 
Fearlcas  and  ftill  of  life :  the  gush  of  springs. 
And  fkll  of  lofty  fountains,  and  the  bend 
Of  stirring  branches,  and   the  bud  which 

brings 
Tlie  swiftest  thought  of  beauty,  here  extend, 
Mingling,  and  made  by  Love,  unto6ne  mighty 
end. 

**  T  was  not  for  fletlon  dtose  Rousseau  this  spot. 
Peopling  it  with  affections ;  but  he  found 
It  was  the  scene  which  passion  must  allot 
To  the  mind's  purified  beings;   'twas  the 

ground 
Whereearly  Love  his  Psyche's  aoaeunboand. 
And  hallow'd  it  with  lovelinees :  't  Is  lone. 
And  wonderful,  and  deep,  and  hath  a  sound. 
And  sense,  and  sight  of  sweetness ;  here  the 

Rhone 
Hath  spread  hinaelf  a  eoneh,  the  Alps  have 

rear'd  a  throne." 

In   the    chyard  of  Clarens  (fine 
Yiews)   is  buried  Vinet    the  divine 


(d.  1847).  In  the  same  place  is  a 
monument  by  the  sculptor  Imhof. 

The  swelling  hills  and  vine-clad 
slopes,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
lake  nearly  all  the  way  from  Geneva, 
here  give  place  to  beetling  crags  and 
woody  precipices  rising  abruptly  from 
the  water's  edge.  The  road  sweeps 
in  curves  round  the  retired  bays  at 
their  feet. 

Vemex.  H.  du  Cygne,  good:  pen<^ 
sion,  4.  fr. 

Montrcfix,  H.  de  Montreoz.  Eng» 
lish  service  on  Sundays  at  the  parish 
church. 

This  villafi;e,  seated  on  an  eminence 
(L)  above  ue  road,  with  its  church 
spire  a  little  apart  from  its  houses,  is 
much  prettier  m  itself  and  in  its  sitna* 
tion  than  Clarens.  It  abounds  in  P«n- 
sions  long  established,  and  much  fre- 
Quented  by  foreigners.  The  best  of 
these  is  the  Pension  Vaultier,  in  the 
villaee  of  Montreux,  very  well  kept; 
another  which  is  well  recommended 
is  the  Hotel  des  Alpes,  at  the  hamlet 
of  Territet.  At  Vey taux,  an  increas- 
ing place,  is  also  the  H.  des  Alpes,  a 
larg^  edifice.  The  usual  charge  at 
these  pensions  is  5  f r.  a  day;  in  soma 
even  less. 

**  It  is  celebrated  as  the  most  shel- 
tered spot  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  remarkable  salu- 
brity of  its  climate  renders  it  desirable 
winter-quarters  for  invalids  who  can- 
not cross  the  Alps.  The  statistical 
researches  of  Sir  F.  d'lvemois  have 
shown  that  Montreux  is  the  place  in 
the  world  where  there  is  the  smallest 
proportion  of  deaths  and  of  imprudent 
marriages." — R. 

At  Olion,  at  a  considerable  height, 
directly  above  Montreux,  in  a  bracing 
situation  for  invalid.s  two  hotels  and 
pensions  have  been  established.  The 
largest  and  best  situated  of  these 
is  called  the  Rigi  Vaudois.  H.  du 
Midi  (Reuteler),  good  ;  charge  6  frs. 
a  day,  and  ^  fr.  for  service. 

A  good  pension,  with  a.fine  view, 
is  kept  by  K  Dufour-Delarottas,  a^ 
Bren,  an  hour's  walk  above  Mon- 
treux. • 

About  1)  m.  from  Montreux  stands 
the  picturesque  and  renowned  CaaiUol 


SuntzBrland. 
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Chillon  (Hotel  and  Pension  Bonnivard 
is  well  spoken  of)>  on  an  isolated  rock 
nearly  surrounded  by  deep  water,  but 
witbin  a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore  and 
of  the  road,  with  which  it  communicates 
by  a  wooden  bridge.  It  was  built  in 
1238  by  Amedeus  IV.  of  Savoy,  and 
was  long  used  as  a  state  prison,  where, 
among  other  victims,  many  of  the 
early  reformers  were  immured.  When 
Byron,  in  the  *  Prisoner  of  Cbiilon,''de- 
scribed  the  sufferings  of  an  imaginary 
captive,  he  was  not  acquaintea  with 
the  history  of  the  real  prisoner,  Bon- 
nivard, prior  of  St.  Victor,  who^  having 
renderea  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  fais  exertions  to 
firee  the  Genevese  from  the  Savoyard 
yoke,  was  seised  by  the  Duke's  emis- 
saries, and  secretly  carried  off  to  this 
castle.  For  6  long  years  he  was 
buried  in  its  deepest  dungeon,  on  a 
level  with  the  surfiice  of  the  lake. 
The  rine  by  which  he  was  attached 
to  one  of  the  pillars  still  remains,  and 
the  stone  tioor  at  its  base  is  worn  by 
his  constant  pacingr  to  and  firo.  Byron 
afterwards  wrote  toe  soomet  on  Bon- 
nivard, from  which  the  following  lines 
are  taken: — 

*  Chillon !  thy  prison  is  a  holy  pliM, 

And  thy  bmI  floor  an  skar ;  for 't  wa»  trod 

Until  his  Very  steps  have  left  a  trace 
Worn,  as  if  the  cold  pavement  were  a  sod, 

By  Bonnivard  I  May  none  those  marks  efFace  I 
'For  tliey  appeal  nom  tyranaiy  toGoA.** 

At  length,  in  1 536s  the  Swiss  wrested 
Ihe  Pays  de  Vaud  fi*om  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  of  Savoy.  Chillon  was 
the  last  place  which  neld  out  for  him; 
but  an  army  of  7000  Bernese  besieg- 
ing it  by  land,  while  tbe  valleys  of 
the  Genevese  assaulted  it  by  water, 
soon  compelled  it  to  surrender,  and 
Bonnivarti^  with  other  captives,  was 
set  f^ree.  The  changes  which  had 
occurred  during  the  years  of  his  im- 
prisonment almost  realised  the  legend 
of  the  Seven  Sleepers.  He  had  left 
#  Geneva  a  Roman  Catholic  state,  and 
dependent  on  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  he 
found  her  free,  and  a  republic,  openly 
professing  the  reformed  fiiith. 

The  castle  is  now  converted  into  a 
magazine  for  military  stores ;  but 
tiie  interior  of  the  building  is  curious 
and  well  preserved,  and  the  chapel  is 


particularly  interestine.  Strangers 
are  readily  conducted  over  other 
parts  of  It,  and  (independently  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the 
building)  will  find  much  to  interest 
them  in  it.  There  is  the  potence,  a 
beam,  black  with  age,  extended  across 
one  of  the  vaults,  to  which  the  con- 
demned were  formerly  hung.  The 
ottbiiette  is  also  shown,  whose  only  en- 
trance was  by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
above.  There  is  a  small  spiral  stair- 
case of  three  steps;  the  prisoner  found 
DO  fourth  step,  and  was  precipitated  to 
a  depth  of  80  feet.  The  dungeon  of 
Bonnivard  is  airy  and  spacious,  con- 
sisting of  two  aisles,  almost  like  the 
crypt  of  a  church ;  its  floor  and  one 
side  are  formed  by  the  living  rock, 
and  it  is  lighted  by  several  windows, 
throueh  which  the  sun's  light  passes 
by  reflection  from  the  surfoce  of  the 
lake  up  to  the  roof,  transmitting  partly 
also  the  blue  colour  of  the  tvaters. 
Formeriy  it  was  subdivided  into  small 
cells  by  partition  walls  between  the 
pillars.  Byron  inscribed  his  name  on 
one  of  the  pillars,  and  his  example 
has  been  foUowed  by  many  others,  as 
Dickens,  &o.,  but  it  is  far  more  last- 
ingly associated  with  the  spot. 

**  Lake  Leman  lies  by  Chillon's  walls ; 
A  thousand  feet  in  depth  below 
Its  msasy  waten  meet  and  flow  ; 
Thas  mueli  the  fathom-line  was  sent 
Fsom  Chillon's  snow-white  battlement  (?  ?) 
Which  round  about  the  wave  enthrals ; 
A  double  dungeon  wall  and  wave 
Have  made— and  like  a  living  giave 
Below  the  surfiwe  of  the  lake 
The  dark  vault  lies  wherein  we  lay  ; 
We  heard  It  ripple  night  and  day. 
In  Chillon's  dungeons  deep  and  old 
I'here  are  seven  columns  massy  and  gMff 
Dim  with  a  dull,  imprisou'd  ray, 
A  sonf)eam  which  hath  lost  its  way, 
And  through  the  crevice  and  the  cleft 
Of  the  thick  wall  b  fallen  and  left, 
Creeplnff  o'er  the  floor  so  damp, 
Like  a  marsh's  meteor  lamp:" 

It  is  by  this  castle  that  Rousseau 
has  fixed  the  catastrophe  of  his  He- 
loise,  in  the  rescue  of  one  of  her  chil- 
dren by  Julie  from  the  water;  the 
shock  of  which,  and  the  illness  pro- 
duced by  the  immersion,  is  the  cause 
of  her  death. 

Between  Chillon   and  Villenenve, 
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ROUTE  65. — VILLENEUVE. 


Sect  I. 


10  minutes'  walk  from  either,  and  a 
little  above  the  lake,  stands  the  Hotel 
Byron,  a  large  and  well-managed  hotel 
and  pension,  table-d'hote  liberal,  and 

f^reat  cleanliness  and  civility;  rooms 
ofty  and  airy.  Hotel  prices  for 
passing  travellers:  charge  for  pension, 
7^  fr.  a  day  in  summer,  5^  fr.  in  win- 
ter. This  is  the  best  stopping-place 
at  the  £.  end  of  the  lake.  There  are 
many  delightful  walks  and  rides  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

The  road  to  the  hotel,  from  the 
Villeneuve  Stat.,  crosses  the  rlwy. 
b^  a  bridge,  alongside  which  the 
rivulet  Tini^re  is  conveyed  in  an 
aqueduct.  This  is  classic  ground  in 
the  annals  of  geological  science;  for  it 
is  by  the  thickness  of  the  delta  formed 
by  this  little  stream,  through  which 
the  rlwv.  passes  in  a  cutting,  that 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  satisfac- 
tory proofs  of  the  antiquity  of  man 
has  been  obtained.  Not  only  has  the 
entire  delta  been  deposited  by  that 
rivulet,  but  it  has  also  been  equably 
deposited,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  regu- 
larity of  its  composition  exhibited  by 
the  rlwy.  section. 

Villenewe  Stat.  (TVins.*  AigleNoir; 
Croix  Blanche;  H.  du  Port,  clean  and 
low  charges)  is  a  small  and  ancient 
walled  town  of  1480  Xnhab.  (Pennilucus 
of  the  Romans),  situated  at  the  £.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake,  where  the  road 
quits  its  borders  to  enter  the  valley  of 
the  Rhone. 

About  a  mile  from  Villeneuve  lies 
a  small  island,  one  of  three  in  the 
lake :  it  is  thus  mentioned  by  Byron 
in  the  *  Prisoner  of  Chillon:' — 

'*  And  then  tliere  waa  a  little  isle, 
Whleh  in  my  very  face  did  smile. 

The  only  one  in  view ; 
A  small  f^nen  if  le,  it  aeem'd  no  more. 
Scarce  broader  than  my  dungeon-Aoor; 
But  in  it  there  were  three  tall  tree*. 
And  o'er  it  blew  the  moantain-bieeiie, 
And  by  it  there  were  waters  flowini;, 
And  on  It  there  were  young  11  o wen  growing. 
Of  gentle  breath  and  hue." 

The  commencement  of  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone  is  dreary  and  uninter- 
esting. The  low  ground  is  a  flat  allu- 
vial deposit,  formed  by  mud  brought 
down  by  the  river,  but  drainage  and 


other  improvements  have  redeemed  it 
from  the  state  of  a  barren  and  unwhole- 
some morass.  The  encroachments  of 
the  land  upon  the .  lake,  even  within 
the  period  of  historical  record,  have 
been  very  great.  Port  Valais,  Portus 
Valesise  of  the  Romans,  in  their  time 
stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but 
is  now  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
inland;  the  intervening  tract  has  been 
gained  since.  The  Rhone  itself  rushes 
along,  in  summer  burdened  with  mud, 
very  unlike  the  torrent  of  azure  and 
crystal  which  bursts  out  of  the  lake  at 
Geneva.  Upon  this  plain,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  Divico,  the 
first  Helvetian  chief  mentioned  in  his- 
tory, defeated,  B.a  107  (the  646th  year 
of  Rome),  the  Roman  forces  under 
Lucius  Cassius,  slaying  their  general 
and  compelling  his  army  to  pass  under 
the  yoke. 

The  top  of  the  mountain  above 
Yvome  was  thrown  down  by  an 
earthquake,  1584.  A  wine  of  some 
reputation  in  Switzerland  now  grows 
on  the  slopes 

It  is  worth  while  to  go  out  at 
night  and  see  the  process  of  catching 
trout  in  the  torrents,  affluents  of  .the 
Rhone,  by  means  of  a  lantern  and 
knifo.  The  fisherman  enters  the 
water  up  to  his  middle,  furnished  with 
an  oval  lantern,  water-tight,  and 
having  a  long  tube  projecting  Irom  its 
top,  which  serves  both  as  a  handle  and 
to  convey  air  to  the  flame.  This  h% 
plunges  mto  the  water  ;' and  when  the 
nsh,  attracted  by  the  light,  approach, 
he  slowly  raises  it  towards  the  surface, 
until  the  trout,  which  follow,  come 
within  reach,  when  he  deals  them  a 
deadly  blow  with  the  knife,  which 
sends  them  dead  to  the  bottom,  to 
reappear  in  a  few  minutes  and  be 
thrown  into  a  basket  which  the  man 
carries  behind  him.  In  this  ii'ay  a  con-: 
siderable  number  of  fish  are  caught. 


Switzerland. 
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ROUTE  56. 

VILLENEUVE  TO  SION,  BY  MARTI6NT. — 

RAIL. 

Hiles.  biB.  mln. 
Vlllenenve  to 

Bex 15        0    35 

St  Maurice  ....  —  o  25 
MarUgnySUt  ...  11  0  44 
SIoQ 18       0    50 


44 
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This  rlwy.  will  open  direct  rlwy. 
commanication  from  Faris  by  Geneva 
or  Basle  to  the  foot  of  the  Simplon, 
as  soon  as  the  section  from  Sion  to 
Brieg  shall  have  been  completed. 
The  rlwy.  is  far  preferable  to  the 
hot,  monotonous,  and  dusty  road  up 
the  Rhone  valley. 

Vaieneuce  has  been  described  Rte. 
55. 

From  ViUeneuve  the  rlwy.  goes 
through  the  flat  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
passing  partly  through  fertile  and 
well-cultivated  fields,  overshadowed 
by  fine  walnut-trees :  the  views  up 
the  ravines  to  the  1.  are  fine. 

Avjle  Stat,  —  (Zmw.*  a  laree  new 
Hotel  close  by  the  stat ;  also  11.  Vic- 
toria, very  good) — a  village  of  1650 
Inhab.  {Aquileia.^  Black  marble  is 
quarried  near  this.  The  Val  des 
Ormonds  opens  behind  Aigle.  (See 
Bte.  43.) 

Ollon  St.  Tryphon  Stat  Near  this 
rises  out  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  a 

^tofTfTf  60  ft.  high,  of  Roman  origin. 

between  St.  Tryphon  and  Colom- 
bi^res  the  Rhone  is  crossed  by  a 
suspension-bridge. 

Sex  Stat,  (pronounced  Sey^ — Inns : 

rUnion;  H.  aes  Bains:  neither  very 

.good :     they     comprise    boarding- 


houses  and  estabUshments  of  baths, 
supplied  from  a  sulphureous  spring 
rismg  in  the  vicinity,  which  causes  Bex 
to  be  resorted  to  as  a  watering-place 
in  summer.  4^  frs.  a  day  for  not  less 
than  a  week,  8  fr.  a  day  in  winter  for 
not  less  than  a  month,  but  wax-lights 
extra,  which  should  be  resisted  ; — Le 
Crochet,  moderate.  Guides,  horses,  and 
chars-^banc  for  excursions  among 
the  mountains  may  be  hired  here. 

Gharpentier,  the  naturalist,  is  bu- 
ried in  the  cemetery  of  Bex,  his  tomb- 
stone a  boulder. 

Bex,  a  village  of  3000  Inhab.,  situ- 
ated on  the  high  road  to  the  Simplon, 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  Salt  AJinss 
and  Salt  Works,  Salt  has  been  ob- 
tained from  brine-springs  here  since 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century.  For 
a  long  time  they  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant family  of  Augsburg  named- 
Zobel,  but  they  are  now  the  property 
of  the  government  of  the  canton. 
Down  to  1823  the  brine-springs  alone; 
furnished  the  salt,  and  they  were  gra- 
dually failing,  when  M.  Gharpentier 
suggested  the  plan  of  driving  shafts 
and  galleries  into  the  mountain  in 
search  of  rock-salt.  The  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  larg^  and  rich  vein 
of  the  mineral,  which  has  been  traced 
for  a  distance  of  4000  fu  and  for  a 
height  of  600  ft.,  varying  in  thickness 
from  2  ft.  to  50  ft.;  and  the  annual 
produce  of  salt  is  now  augmented  to 
20,000  or  30,000  quintals.  Strangers 
arriving  at  Bex  commonly  pay  a  visit 
to  the  mines,  which  are  situated  about 
2  m.  off  in  the  valley  of  La  Gryonne. 
A  carriage  road  leads  through  most 
beautiful  scenery  to  the  entrance  of 
the  mines.  The  salt  is  obtained 
either  from  the  brine-springs,  six  or 
seven  of  which,  of  various  degrees  of 
strength,  burst  forth  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  or 
from  the  rock-salt,  which,  after  being 
extracted  by  the  help  of  gunpowder, 
is  broken  into  pieces,  thrown  into 
large  reservoirs,  called  dessaloirs,  cut 
in  the  anhydrite  rock  (sulphate  of 
lime  without  water)  in  the  interior  of 
the  mountain,  and  there  dissolved  in 
water.  Each  reservoir  is  usually  filled 
with  water  3  times.    The  2  first  solu« 
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tions  (lessivages)  famish  a  liquor  with 
25  or  26  per  cent  of  salt;  the  3rd  is 
much  weskker,  having  onlj  5  or  6  per 
cent.  The  brine,  either  from  the 
sources  or  from  these  reservoirs,  con- 
taining above  20  per  cent,  of  salt,  is 
conveyed  in  pipes  made  of  fir-wood 
at  once  to  the  ooiling-house  (maison 
de  cuite);  that  which  is  less  strong 
must  be  subjected  to  the  process  of 
graduation  in  the  long  buildings  or 
sheds,  open  at  the  sides,  which  are 
passed  at  Bexvieux  and  Devins,  be- 
twe^n  Bex  and  the  mines.  These 
evaporating-houses,  or  iiviiaons  de  gra- 
dttaticmf  are  filled  up  to  the  roof  with 
stacks  of  fagots  of  thorn-wood,  over 
which  the  salt  water,  after  beine 
raised  to  the  roof  by  pumps,  is  allowed 
to  trickle  drop  by  drop.  The  sepa- 
ration of  the  water  in  passing  through 
colanders,  and  its  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere  as  it  falls,  produce  rapid 
and  considerable  evaporation  of  the 
watery  particles,  whue  the  gypsum 
dissolvea  in  it  adheres,  in  )>assing,  to 
the  twigs,  and  crystallizes  around 
them.  The  water  is  thus  made  to 
ascend  and  descend  several  times;  it 
becomes  stronger  each  time,  and  at 
length  is  brought  to  the  condition  of 
saturated  brine,  fit  for  boiling  in  the 
salt-pans.  It  will  easily  be  perceived 
how  much  fuel  is  thus  spared  by  not 
subjecting  the  weak  solution  to  the 
fire  at  first. 

The  principal  mines  are  those  called 
J}u  Fondemeni  and  Da  Bouillet;  the  latter 
contains  a  gallery  driven  horizontally 
into  the  mountain  for  6636  ft,  7^  ft 
high  and  5  ft  wide.  At  400  ft.  from  its 
entrance  is  the  round  reservoir,  80  ft.  in 
diameter  and  10  ft.  deep,  excavated  in 
the  rock,  without  any  support  to  its 
roof.  In  it  the  weak  water  is  col- 
lected, which  requires  to  undergo  the 
process  of  graduation.  A  littfe  far- 
ther on  is  another  irregular  reservoir, 
7933  ft  in  extent,  supported  by  pillars, 
and  destined  to  hold  the  stronger 
brine  fit  for  the  salt-pans  without  un- 
dergoing any  intermediate  process. 

Many  beautiful  minerals  are  ob- 
tained from  the  salt-mines  of  Bex — 
such  as  very  clear  crystals  of  selenite, 
-muriacite,  anhydrite,  &c. 


It  occupies  i  a  day  to  visit  the  salt- 
mines. The  neighbourhood  of  Bex 
abounds  in  pensions  and  little  moun- 
tain Inns,  where  fine  scenery,  pure  air, 
and  tolerable  living  are  obtained  at  a 
very  cheap  rate.  That  of  ♦Mont- 
chalet,  l^  m.  above  the  town,  on  the 
way  to  the  salt-works,  of  Madame 
Bernard  above  Frenicres,  the  Chalet 
Amiguet  at  Chesieres,  the  house  of 
Madame  Rosen  at  Ollon,  besides  those 
hereafter  noticed,  all  deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

[Many  interesting  expeditions  may 
be  made  from  Bex.  One  of  these,  by 
the  Col  de  la  Croix,  to  les  lies,  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  des  Ormonds,  passes 
by  Grion,  where  there  is  a  rustic  /n/i, 
and  the  Chalet  de  ViUard,  a  pension, 
recommended  for  its  beautiful  position 
and  good  accommodation,  not,  how- 
ever, equal  to  that  at  the  Hotel  des 
Diablerets.  (See  Rte.  43.)  Another 
interesting  excursion  is  to  the  Col  de 
Cheville,  at  the  foot  of  the  Diablerets. 
(Rte.  68.)  Starting  early  from  Bex 
a  practised  mountaineer  would  find 
an  interesting  excursion  by  ascend- 
ing to  the  small  glacier  de  Mar^ 
tinety  below  the  topmost  perpendicular 
crags  of  the  Dmt  de  Morcles  (9513 
ft)  In  favourable  weather  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Alps  would  bo 
obtainedj 

The  Railroad,  leaving  Bex,  ap- 
proaches the  Rhone,  ana  crossing  it 
joins  the  Savoy  Rly.  from  Houveret 
and  the  S.  side  of  Lake  Geneva  (Rte. 
57).  The  valley  is  here  almost  closed 
by  a  rocky  barrier. 

"  Joumeyinff  upwurd  by  the  llhone. 

That  there  catnedown  a  torrent  fh>m  the  Alps, 
I  enter'd  where  a  key  unlocks  a  kingdom : 
The  mountains  dosing,  and  the  road,  the  river 
Filling  the  narrow  space."  Roj/ers. 

The  BaUway  has  now  to  be  added  to 
these  to  complete  the  scene  presented 
to  the  traveller  at  the  old  sAdge  of  St. 
Maurice,  which  spans  the  rapid  riv€^ 
with  one  bold  arch  70  ft  wide,  leaning 
for  support  on  the  rt  side  upon  the 
Dent  de  Morcles,  and  on  the  1.  upon  the 
Dent  du  Midi,  whose  bases  are  pushed 
so  far  forward  as  barely  to  leave  room 
for  the  river. 

The  bridge,  erroneously  attributed 
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to  the  Romans,  is  not  older  than  the 
15th  century,  but  may  possibly  rest 
on  Roman  foundations.  It  unites  the 
canton  Yaud  with  the  canton  Valais; 
and  a  gate  at  one  end,  now  removed, 
formerly  served  to  close  the  passage 
up  and  down:  a  circumstance  alluded 
to  in  the  lines  of  Rogers.  Fortifica- 
tions were  erected  by  the  Swiss  in 
1832  and  1847,  above  we  road,  to  de- 
fend the  pass. 

No  one  can  cross  the  bridge  of  St. 
Maurice  without  being  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  cantons.  The 
neatness  and  industry  of  the  Vaudois 
are  exchaneed,  within  the  space  of  a 
few  hundred  yards,  for  filth  and  beg- 
gary, equally  apparent  in  the  persons 
and  habitations  of  the  Valaisans. 
Their  physical  condition  is  lament- 
able; no  part  of  Switzerland  is  afflicted 
to  a  greater  extent  with  the  maladies 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (§  18),  and  the 
victims  of  them  shock  die  traveller's 
sight  at  every  step. 

The  Railway  is  carried  past  the  old 
bridge  and  through  a  tunnel  in  the 
rock,  crosses  the  Rhone  by  an  iron 
bridge  to  reach  the 

St.  Maurice  Jttnct,  Stat., 

At  St.  Maurice  is  the  first  station 
of  the  Ligne  d'ltalie  Rly.,  which  is  to 
connect  ueneva  with  the  foot  of  the 
Simplon  pass  by  the  S.  side  of  the  lake. 
It  is  now  open  as  far  as  Sion.  Pas- 
sengers to  and  from  Bex  change  car- 
riages here. 

St,  Maurice — (/iwi:  *rUnion)  —  a 
town  of  1050  Inhab.,  occupying  the  site 
of  the  Roman  Agaunum,  squeezed  in 
between  the  mountain  and  the  L  bank 
of  the  Rhone.  It  owes  its  present  name 
to  the  tradition  that  the  Theban  Le- 
gion, under  the  command  of  St.  Mau- 
rice, suffered  martyrdom  here  by  order 
of  Maximian,  a.d.  302,  because  they 
refused  to  abjure  Christianity. 

The  Abbey,  the  oldest  Christian 
foundation  among  the  Alps,  estab- 
lished in  the  4th  century,  founded  in 
honour  of  St.  Maurice,  and  endowed 
by  Sigismond,  King  of  Burgundy,  was 
for  many  centuries  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  abbeys,  and  the  town 
itself  was  Uie  capital  of  one  of  the 


Burgundian  kingdoms.  In  the  Trea- 
sury are  preserved  (if  not  removed 
lately?)  an  agate  cameo  cup  of  an- 
tique Greek  art,  and  a  bottle  or 
ampoule  of  Saracenic  workmanship, 
presented  by  Charlemagne;  a  crosier 
of  gold,  in  the  shape  of  a  spire, 
the  niches  of  it  filled  with  figures 
an  inch  high,  most  elaborately  work- 
ed ;  a  chalice,  given  by  Bertha 
Queen  of  Burgundy,  and  several  be- 
sides, of  a  very  early  date.  The 
Church  was  much  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  17  th  cent.,  and  has  been  badly 
restored,  but  the  tower  is  unaltered, 
and  several  Roman  inscriptions  are 
built  into  its  walls. 

On  quitting  the  stat.  we  perceive 
on  the  right  Dank  of  the  Rhone  the 
Bath-house  of  Lacey,  erected  1831 
over  a  warm  sulphureous  spring  dis- 
covered in  the  nver  bed,  at  the  ex- 
pense pf  canton  Vaud.  The  water  is 
employed  in  supplying  medicinal 
baths,  the  healing  properties  of  which 
are  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  azote 
gas  contained  in  the 'water.  Upon  a 
projecting  platform  of  rock  consider- 
ably above  the  road,  rises  the  Hermit- 
age of  Notre  Dame  du  Sax.  Lower 
down  on  the  road  is  the  chapel  of 
Veriolez,  raised  on  the  precise  spot  of 
the  Theban  massacre  ( 1),  and  covered 
mth  rude  frescoes. 

In  the  autumn  of  1835  a  torrent 
of  mud  descended  from  the  Dent 
du  Midi  into  the  Valais  near  £vi- 
onaz.  It  cut  a  passage  for  itself 
through  the  forest  which  clothes 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  snapping 
the  stoutest  trees  short  off  like  twigs. 
It  covered  the  high  road  for  a  length 
of  900  ft,  interrupting  for  some  time 
the  communication,  and  overwhelmed 
many  fields  and  orchards,  and  some 
few  houses;  but  no  lives  were  lost, 
as  the  slow  progress  of  the  current 
allowed  every  one  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.'    On  the  25th  of  Au- 

fust  a  violent  storm  of  rain  had 
urst  upon  the  Dent  de  Midi,  accom- 
panied oy  thunder;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  lightning  struck  the  peak 
several  times.  It  is  supposed  that 
a  mass  of  the  mountain  was  loosened 
by  the   rain,    and  in  falling  broke 
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through  and  carried  down  with  it  a 
Gonsi&rable  part  of  a  glacier.  The 
rain  and  melting  ice  mixing  with  the 
fragments  and  with  the  debris  of  mo- 
raines converted  the  whole  mass  into  a 
thick  mud,  which  swept  slowly  down- 
wards like  a  lava  current.  The  sides 
of  a  cutting  through  which  the  line 
passes  well  shows  its  composition. 
Blocks  of  limestone  of  many  tons 
weight,  and  some  of  them  12  ft.  high, 
were  carried  along  with  it.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  the  stream  of  mud 
contained  scarcely  one-tenth  part  of 
water;  the  fluidity  of  the  mass  was  no 
doubt  promoted  by  the  character  of 
the  rocks  and  soil  which  covered  the 
mountain,  and  which  consisted  of  a 
black  splintery  limestone,  shale,  and 
loam.  The  wretched  hamlet  Evionaz 
occupies  the  site  of  an  old  town, 
Epaunum,  destroyed  by  a  similar 
mud-torrent  in  563. 

This  part  of  the  valley  has  a  dreary 
and  barren  aspect,  from  the  quantity 
of  bare  gravel  and  broken  rock  strewed 
over  it,  and  the  traces  of  the  terrible 
flood  of  1852  are  still  very  visible.  A 
steady  but  not  very  heavy  rain  began 
at  2  A.M.  16  Sept  1852,  and  continued 
without  intermission  for  36  hrs.  It 
seems  to  have  thawed  the  snow, 
for  by  18  Sept  the  rivers  had  swollen 
terribly  ;  the  bridge  at  Trient  was 
carried  away  and  deposited  in  a  fleld 
below,  and  the  valley  from  Martigny 
to  Bex  was  laid  under  water,  many 
of  the  flelds  being  covered  with  debris, 
and  ruined  for  years  to  come.  About 
2  m.  from 

Vernayaz  Stat.,  about  6^  m..  from 
St  Maurice,  3  from  Martigny,  is 
the  femous  Waterfall  of  the  Sallenche, 
which  here  descends  into  the  valley  of 
the  Rhone  out  of  a  narrow  ravine,  ap- 
parently excavated  by  its  waters.  The 
perpendicular  descent  of  the  stream 
is  about  280  feet,  but  the  final  leap 
of  the  cascade  not  more  than  120 
feet  It  is  a  fine  object,  both  from 
its  volume  and  height,  visible  from 
a  considerable  distance  up  and  down. 
It  is  best  seen  in  a  sunny  morning 
before  12  o'clock,  when  the  iris, 
formed  in  the  cloud  of  spray,  hovers 
over  it     The  neighbouring  village 


of  Mieville  sends  forth  an  impor- 
tunate crowd  of  beggars  and  self- 
appointed  guides  to  conduct  travellers 
from  the  road  to  the  fall,  a  distance 
of  a  few  hundred  yards. 

Near  Vernayaz  we  cross  another 
stream,  the  Trient,  descending  from 
the  Pass  of  the  Tete  Noire  (up  which 
a  mule-path,  very  interestmg  for 
its  scenery,  has  been  made,  con- 
verging upon  the  T§te  Noire  route 
to  Chamounix,  Rte.  141),  and  issuing 
out  of  a  singular  rent  in  the  side  of 
the  valley.  Some  visitors  climb  up  the 
L  side  ot  the  ravine,  and,  creeping  to 
the  edge,  look  down  into  the  chasm, 
whose  depths  are  worn  smooth  and 
hollowed  out  by  the  force  of  the  water. 
A  wooden  gallery  has  been  constructed 
from  which  travellers  can  obtain  a 
good  view  of  the  gorge  from  below,  in 
preference  to  the  \  hour's  climb  to  the 
top  :  charge  for  entrance  1  fr.  Hence 
to  Martigny  is  2  m. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  a  ,des- 
perate  action  was  fought  in  1841'  be- 
tween the  ultra -Catholics  of  the 
Upper  Valais  aided  by  Lucerne,  and 
the  men  of  the  Lower  Valais,  in 
which  the  latter  were  defeated  with 
considerable  slaughter,  and  their  t>ar- 
tisans  were  subsequently  banished  till 
1848. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Martigny,  upon 
a  commanding  rock,  rises  the  castle 
of  La  Bdtie  (irreverently  likened  by 
the  late  Albert  Smith  to  f*an  insol- 
vent lio^hthouse  ")  formerly  a  strong- 
hold of  the  archbishops  of  Sion ;  it  was 
taken  and  burnt  by  George  Supersax 
in  1518.  The  deep  dungeon  beneath 
its  tall  tower  is  only  accessible  by  a 
trapdoor  in  the  floor  of  the  chamber 
above.  The  river  Dranse  passes  out 
into  the  Rhone,  between  La  Batie  and 

Martigny  {Inns:  Grande  Maison, 
good  and  reasonable;  Cygne;  La 
Tour,  oldest;  Hotel  Clerc,  English 
service  here). 

Martigny  (Octodurus  of  the  Ro- 
mans) consists  of  two  parts — the  one 
situated  on  the  Simpfon  road,  the 
other,  Bourg  de  Martigny,  more  than 
a  mile  distant  up  the  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  Its  position  on  the  high 
road  of  the  Simplon,  at  the  termina- 
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tion  of  the  char-road  from  the  St 
Bernard,  and  the  mule-path  from 
Chamouni,  renders  it  the  constant 
resort  of  travellers.  The  scenery 
around  is  grand  :  a  flat,  open  val- 
ley border»l  bv  mountains  of  great 
bolduess.  It  Is  a  small  town  of 
no  prepossessing  appearance,  1520  ft. 
above  the  sea,  placed  near  the 
spot  where  the  Rhone  receives  the 
Dranse,  a  torrent  by  which  Martigny 
itself  and  the  village  of  Bourg  de 
Martigny  have  been  twice  nearly  de- 
stroy«l,  in  1545  and  in  1818.  Marks 
of  the  last  inundation  (Bte.  136)  are 
still  visible  on  the  walls  of  many  of 
the  houses  ;  and  the  massive  con- 
struction of  the  lower  walls  of  the 
post-house  is  designed  to  protect  it 
from  the  effects  of  similar  catastrophes. 
The  bridge  is  one  of  the  finest  spe- 
cimens of  the  Swiss  covered  wooden 
bridges,  with  the  arch  above  the  road- 
way. The  monks  of  St.  Bernard  have 
their  head-quarters  in  a  ccnzeni  within 
the  town,  irom  which  the  members 
stationed  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard 
are  relieved  at  intervals.  The  monas- 
tery of  the  Great  St.  Bernard  is  a 
journey  of  10  hours  from  hence. 
(Rte.  135.) 

[The  valley  of  Chamouni  mav  be 
reached,  in  7  or  8  hours  by  the  Tete 
Koire  (Bte.  141),  or  Col  de  Balme 
(Kte.  142).  The  Forclaz  and  the 
beautiful  view  from  it  is  an  easy 
walk. 

From  Martigny,  or  Sembranchier, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Dranse,  an  easy 
and  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  to  the  summit  of  the  Pierre  a 
Voir  r8123  ft.\  a  mountain  in  the 
range  between  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
and  the  ValdeBagnes,  5^  hrs.  to  ride 
up,  3  hrs.  to  descend  if  the  last  2 
leagfues  be  accomplished  in  sledges 
(traineatLc)  which  are  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose. Two  persons  sit  in  a  sledge; 
a  guide  acts  as  horse  and  runs  down 
with  it  over  the  grass.  It  is  an  amusing 
and  perfectly  safe  way  of  making  the 
descent.  An  I/otel  is  built  near  the 
summit.  There  is  a  good  mule-path 
all  the  way.  The  panoramic  view 
from  the  top  is  exceeaingly  grand  and 
comprehensiTe.     Guide,  5  fr.;  mule, 


8  fr.  It  can  be  ascended  ^ually  well, 
if  not  better,  from  Saxon  les  Bains, 
which  lies  immediately  at  it«  foot] 

At  Martigny  the  Rhone  makes  an 
abrupt  beno,  forming  nearly  aright 
angle.  For  many  miles  above  the 
town,  the  bottom  of  the  valley  through 
which  it  flows  is  a  flat  swamp,  ren- 
dered desolate  and  unwholesome  by 
the  overflowings  of  the  Rhone  and  its 
tributaries,  which,  not  being  carried 
off  by  a  suflicient  declivity  in  their 
beds,  stagnate,  and  exhue  an  in- 
jurious malaria  under  the  rays  of  a 
burning  sun,  and  generate  gnats  not 
much  inferior  to  mosquitoes.  Tra- 
vellers do  not  suffer  from  the  malaria, 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  are 
dreadfully  afllicted  with  goitre  (§  18), 
cretinism,  and  ague;  and  the  appear- 
ance of  decrepitude,  deformity,  and 
misery  arrests  the  traveller's  attention 
at  every  step.  A  tolerable  wine,  called 
Coquempin,  is  grown  upon  the  hills; 
the  low  flats  produce  little  except 
rushes,  rank  grass,  and  alders.  The 
mountains  which  here  bound  the  val- 
ley have  a  bare  and  desolate  aspect. 

Saxon  ks  Bains  Stat.  A  new  water- 
ing-place at  the  foot  of  the  Pierre  a 
Voir. 

Hiddea  Stat.  After  crossing  the 
Rhone  the  Railroad  passes  the  foot- 
path leading  to^the  Diablerets  (Rte. 
58),  and  soon  after  the  twin  castles 
of  Sion  appear  in  sight. 

[Hence  the  Haut  de  Cry  (9698  ft), 
on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley,  may  be  as- 
cended. It  was  the  scene  of  a  deplor- 
able accident  on  Feb.  28th,  1864.  A 
Russian  gentleman,  M  Boissonet,  and 
Mr.  Gosset,  with  4  guides,  including 
Joseph  Bennen,  started  for  its  ascent 
The  day  was  most  enjoyable,  and  the 
party  were  in  high  spirits,  and  had 
easify  arrived  to  within  400  ft  of  the 
summit,  when  the  snow-field  on  which 
they  were  crossing  diagonally  gave 
way  suddenly  above  them,  across  a 
belt  of  enormous  length.  The  huge 
avalanche  hurried  downward,  bearing 
the  party  with  it  During  the  de- 
scent Mr.  Gosset  was  once  over- 
whelmed, then  found  himself  again  on 
the  surface;  lastly,  when  the  motion 
ceased,  after  a  descent  of  1800  ft.,  he 
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was  again  buried  and  was  fast  suffo- 
eating.  The  snow  *'  regelated,"  to  use 
the  modern  term,  that  is  to  say,  com- 
pacted itself  into  ice  (See  Intr^..,  §  17) 
around  him.  His  hands  and  wrists  , 
were  fortunately  disengaged.  With 
failing  powers  he  contrived  to  scratch 
away  enough  ice  to  admit  air  to 
his  mouth.  Three  guides  were  hap- 
pily uninjured,  and  they  saw  and  re- 
leased him  ;  but  M.  Boissonet  lay 
dead  on  one  side  of  him,  and  poor 
Bennen  on  the  other.  Thus  perished 
Bennen,  the  very  best  of  Swiss  guides; 
the  companion  of  Prof.  Tyndall,  and 
of  so  many  other  meml)er8  of  the 
Alpine  Club,  and  the  leader  in  nu- 
merous first  ascents  of  Peaks  and 
Passes.  The  following  passage  by 
Mr.  Hawkins,  in  *  Vacation  Tourist,' 
has  proved  prophetic :  — **  Any  one 
who  has  watched  Bennen  skimmin? 
along  through  the  mazes  of  a  crevassed 
glacier,  or  running  like  a  chamois 
along  the  side  of  slippery  ice-covered 
crags,  axe  and  foot  keeping  time  to- 
gether, will  think  that  (as  Lauener 
said  of  his  brother  Johann,  who  pe- 
rished on  the  Jungfrau)  '  He  could 
never  fall,  nothing  would  ever  bring 
him  to  grief  but  an  avalanche.' " 

Ardon  Stat.^  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Vale  of  the  Lizerne.  Here  are  iron- 
works. 

Sion  Stat.  (Grerm.  Sitten),  —  Inns: 
Poste,  landlord  civil; — Lion  d*Or. 
There  is  a  comfortable  pension  2  min. 
walk  from  Sion,  kept  by  Madame  Mus- 
ton,  (Protestant).  Sion  has  no  less 
than  three  extensive   castles,  which 

five  the  town  a  picturesque  and  feu- 
al  aspect  from  a  distance.  Those 
who  have  time  may  ascend  in  20  min. 
to  the  highest  of  the  three.  Tourbillon^ 
the  castle  seen  on  the  L  in  advancing 
from  Martigny,  built  1492,  and  long 
the  bishop^s  residence,  is  now  a  com- 
plete ruin.  The  castle  standing  on 
the  southern  rock,  called  Valeria,  now 
serves  as  a  Catholic  seminary.  It  con- 
tains the  Old  Cathedral,  a  mixture  of 
Bomanesque  and  of  Early  Pointed  ar- 
chitecture. Among  the  objects  worth 
notice  are  a  very  perfect  roodloft  of 
the  13th  cent.,  a  votive  chapel  to  St. 
Catherine,  and  some  old  frescoes.  The 


present  cathedral  is  in  the  town  below, 
and  close  to  it  is  the  modem  Bishop's 
Palace.  The  third  castle,  called  Majo^ 
riOj  from  the  majors,  or  ancient  gover- 
nors of  the  Valais,  its  first  occupants, 
was  burnt  in  1788  by  a  conflagration 
which  destroyed  the  greater  part  of 
the  town.  In  the  Jesuits*  convent  is  a 
collection  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
Valais. 

The  Rospitai,  under  the  care  of  the 
Sceurs  de  Charite,  contains  many  vic- 
tims of  goitre  and  cretinism. 

Sion  contains  2590  Inhab.  and  is 
the  capital  of  the  Valais  (Germ. 
Wallis) — one  of  the  most  miserable 
and  melancholy  districts  in  northern 
Europe.  It  was  formerly  a  flourish- 
ing country,  as  the  ruins  of  the  nu- 
merous casUes  and  the  remains  of 
former  splendour  at  Sion  and  Visp 
attest;  and  in  the  commencement  of 
the  l$th  century  the  celebrated 
Matthew  Schinner.,  Bishop  of  Sion, 
was  a  powerful  prince,  whose  alliance 
was  courted  by  all  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe  —  principally,  it  is  true,  for 
the  sake  of  procuring  the  services  of 
the  Swiss  mercenaries.  At  present, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hotels, 
nothing  appears  prosperous  in  the 
Valais  itself  or  in  the  numerous  lateral 
valleys,  and  the  race  of  man  seems 
to  have  deteriorated.  It  is  said  that 
Sion  has  been  besieged  and  taken 
more  than  30  times,  and,  like  many 
Swiss  towns,  it  has  been  burnt  nearly 
down.  There  has  been  fighting  very 
lately  in  the  canton,  and  at  present 
the  democratic  party  prevail. 

The  Bailway  stops  at  present  at 
Sion.  Diligence  to  Brieg  twice  a  day, 
starting  on  arrival  of  the  trains. 

Oaawbus  daily  to  Leuk  Baths  (Rte. 
37). 

S.  of  Sion  the  Val  d'Erin  stretches 
far  into  the  main-chain  of  the  Alps 
(Rtes.  129,  131). 

Mule-path  to  Bex  rRte.  58). 

The  Simplon  roaa,  from  Sion  to 
Domo  D'Ossohi  (Bte.  59). 
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ROUTE  67. 

QET7EVA  TO  MARTIGNY,  BY  THONDN  AND 
MEILLBRIE,  ALONG  TII£  SOUTH  SHORE 
OP  THE  LAKE  OF  GENEVA. 

Steamers  twice  a  day  (touching  at 
Belotte,  Bellerive,  Asni^rea,  Her- 
mance,  ThonoD,  £viaii,  on  S.  ftbore 
of  lake),  in  5  hrs.  to  Bouveret,  whf  re 
passengers  take  the  rly.  to  Martigny 
and  Sion.  Post-road  from  Geneva  to 
Bouveret,  37  £ng.  m. 

This  is  the  original  Simplon  road, 
but  is  now  almost  deserted,  though 
from  Evian  to  Bouveret  the  scenery  is 
very  grand,  finer  than  that  of  the  N. 
shore.  Persons  taking  this  route  must 
remember  that  it  lies  through  French 
territory,  and  that  they  become  sub- 
ject to  a  visit  at  the  custom-house  and 
inquiries  for  passports. 

After  quitting  Geneva  by  the 
Quartier  de  Rive,  a  fine  view  opens 
out  rt.;  beyond  the  Sal^ve  rises 
the  Mole,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  is  terminated  by  the  Buet,  by 
Mont  Blanc  and  its  glaciers.  The 
shore  of  the  lake  is  dotted  over  with 
villas  of  the  Genevese.  One  of  these, 
near  the  village  of  Cologny,  the  Cam- 
vagna  Diodati,  is  interesting  as  having 
Deen  the  residence  of  Lord  Byron  in 
1816.  He  wrote  here  the  3rd  canto 
of  Childe  Harold  and  the  tragedy  of 
Manfred. 

Beyond  the  village  of  Corsier  the 
Genevan  territory  isieft,  and  we  enter 
the  ancient  province  of  Chablais,  now 
annexed  to  France,,  which  extends 
along  the  lake  as  far  as  St.  Gingough. 
A  monotonous  plain  is  traversed  in 
order  to  reach 

Douvame,     10  m.  farther  is 

Thonon — {Ftms:  H.  de  I'Europe, 
fair,  adjoining  the  Terrace;  Les  Ba- 
lances)—an  ancient  town  of  3740  In- 
hab.,  originally  capital  of  the  Chablais. 

On  quitting  Thonoa  we  pass  on  the 
left,  between  the  road  and  the  lake, 
HipaUle,  anciently  an  Augustine  coik- 
vent,  founded  by  Amedeus  VIIL  of 
Savoy,  in  which  he  passed  the  latter 

ISicitz,} 


portion  of  his  life,  having  assumed  the 
cowl  of  an  Augustine  monk.  He  ab- 
dicated, in  turn,  the  dukedom  of  Sa- 
voy, the  Piracy  (into  which  he  had 
been  installed  with  the  title  of  Felix 
v.),  and  the  bishop's  see  of  Geneva, 
He  resided  here  after  his  second  abdi- 
cation, .passing  his  time  not  in  the 
austere  penance  of  an  anchorite,  but, 
according  to  the  popular  belief,  in  ease, 
feasting,  and  dissipation.  Hence  the 
French  j^roverb  —  *•  Faire  Ripaille." 
Recent  historical  investigations,  how- 
ever, make  it  probable  that,  even  to 
the  last,  he  had  not  abandoned  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  that,  far  from 
being  inactive  and  exclusively  devoted 
to  luxury,  he  was  still  weaving  poli- 
tical intrigues.  The  castle,  with  7 
towersy  built  b^  Amedeus  for  himself 
and  the  six  knights  whom  he  chose  as 
companions,  has  nearly  disappeared. 
The  relic  of  the  convent  Is  converted 
into  a  £eirmhouse. 

A  long  bridge  of  24  arches  carries 
the  -road  over  the  Dranse,  a  torrent 
descending  from  the  mountains  of  the 
.Chablais,  and  augmented  to  a  large 
volume  by  the  melting  snows  during  a 
small. part  of  the  year. 

[There  is  aehar-road  np  the  valley 
of  the  Dranse  by  some  g^'psum-works, 
after  which  it  passes  through  nume- 
rous villages  to  La  Yemax,  3  hrs., 
and  by  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of 
A'llph,  to>  Jforzitie,  7  hrs.  from  Thonon. 
Ascending  -from  thence  nearly  due 
S.  either  by  the  Col  de  Jouxplane^ 
or  the  Col  de  Ooleze,  Samoens  in 
the  Val  de  Sixt  .(Rte.  143)  mapr 
be  reached  through  very  beauti- 
ful scenery  in  aboat  3^  hrs.  At  the 
Ch41ets  de  la  Gol^xe,  a  little  S.  of  the 
summit  (height  about  5600  Eng.  ft.), 
.refreshment  and  indifferent  night 
quarters  may  be  found  in  case  of  need. 
Tanninges  ( Rte.  143)  may  be  reached 
in  10  hrs.  from  Thonon,  by  St.  Jean 
d'Aulph  and  Gets.  A  rough  char- 
road.  Monthey  on  the  rly.  to  Mar- 
tigny may  be  reached  from  Morzine 
either  by  the  Col  de  Coux  (see  Rte. 
144),  or  by  the  Col  de  Champery,  which 
enters  the  Val  dTlKez  below  the  village 
of  Champ^ry.  Two  other  passes— 
the  Colde  Chesery,  from  Montriond  below 
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Morzine,  and  the  Col  cTAhondance, 
reached  by  the  E.  branch  of  the 
Dranse,  lead  to  Morgin  (an  Inn  with 
mineral  baths),  and  from  thence  in 
2}  hrs.  to  Monthej.] 

Through  groves  of  magnificent 
chestnut-trees  we  pass  Amphion,  H.  de 
Casino,  a  gay  watering-place  frequent- 
<ed  by  the  Genevese,  where  are  oaths 
supplied  bv  a  chalybeate  (?  sulphur) 
spring,  and  reach 

Evian  {Inns:  H.  des  Bains,  good; 
H.  Eaubonne,  near  the  lake  and  steam- 
boats;  H.  du  Nord ;  Poste :  in  all,  & 
hotels,  and  40  lodging-houses),  a  town 
of  3000  Inhab.,  at  the  water-side, 
much  improved  of  late,  and  resorted  to 
for  its  mmeral  waters.  Dr.  C.  Depraz, 
resident  physician,  may  be  trusted. 
He  servea  in  the  Crimea  on  our  me- 
dical staff.     Steamer  to  Lausanne. 

The  Hooka  of  Meillerxey  celebrated 
by  Rousseau  and  Byron,  were,  under 
the  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  with  the 
help  of  gunpowder,  blasted  to  form  a 
passage  for  the  magnificent  road  of 
the  Simplon,  which  is  here  carried 
partly  through  them,  partly  on  a  ter- 
race 30  or  40  fact  above  the  lake. 
Previous  to  it«  construction,  the  little 
village  of  Meillerie  was  barely  ac- 
cessible, except  by  boats.  Ablout  a 
mile  off  the  shore,  at  MeiUerie,  the 
lake  attains  its  greatest  depth,  920 
Fr.  ft.  Here  Byron  was  nearly  lost 
in  a  storm.  Kousseau,  in  the  N. 
Heloise,  has  conducted  St.  Preux  and 
Mad.  Wolmar  also  to  this  port  for  shel- 
ter from  a  tempest.  On  the  opposite 
shore  is  seen  Clarens,  and  the  white 
wall  of  the  castle  of  Cbillon  (Rte.  55). 

St,  Giwfough — (/»n:  Poste,  an  enor- 
mous building,  once  a  convent,  not 
good.  Mosquitoes  very  troublesome  all 
along  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake.  A  deep 
ravine  here  divides  Savoy  ft'om  the 
Swiss  territory  of  the  Valais;  tra- 
vellers entering  from  the  Yalais  are 
subjected  to  Firanch  custom-house  re- 
gulations here. 

Bouveret,  restaurant  at  Stat,  (rnn: 
La  Tour),  lies  Mrithin  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  here  a  broad,  flat, 
dreary  swamp.  Port  Valais,  in  the 
days  of  the  Romans,  stood  on  the 
waterside ;    all  the  gpround  between 


it  and  the  lake  has  been  pro- 
duced since  the  records  of  history,  by 
the  deposits  of  the  riverJ  At  Jrorte 
du  Siex  the  rocks  on  the  rt  encroach 
so  far  upon  the  Rhone  as  barely  to 
leave  a  passage  for  the  road  at  their 
ba.se.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
pass  in  ancient  times  to  construct  a 
fort  with  loopholes  for  arrows,  and 
embrasures  for  cannon,  which  effectu- 
ally closed  the  entrance  to  the  Valais, 
the  only  passaee  being  over  its  draw- 
bridge and  through  its  gate.  At 
Porte  du  Siex  is  a  bridge  over  the 
Rhone.  A  road  leads  from  it  to  Vil- 
leneuve  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake,  by  Chessel  and  Noville  across 
the  ]plam,  strewed  with  hillocks  and 
d^ns  of  limestone,  the  remains  of  a 
landslip  from  the  Grammont,  7000  ft. 
high,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhone, 
A.i>.  563.  A  huge  fragment  from  the 
summit  of  the  mountain  fell  down 
the  ravine  of  Evouettes,  all  across  the 
valley  as  far  as  Roche  and  Rennaz, 
burying  a  Roman  station,  so  as  to 
dam  up  the  Rhone  and  form  a  tem- 
porary lake,  reaching  up  to  the  rocks 
of  St.  Tryphons,  which  at  last  burst 
its  barrier  near  Porte  du  Siex. 

The  railway  has  been  completed 
from  Bouveret  to  Martigny  and  Sion. 
The  same  company  are  carrying  on 
the  line  from  Bouveret  to  Geneva 
along  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The 
lake  steamers  set  down  passengers 
for  the  railway;  station  on  the  wharf 
at  Bouveret. 

f  '■  Bouveret  lies  in  a  marsh,  avoid 
sleeping  here.  Four  trains  daily,  in 
J  hr.  to  St.  Maurice.  Steamer  daily 
to  Vevay. 

The  canal  of  Stockalper,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  road,  was  cut 
about  a  century  ago,  to  drain  this 
portion  of  the  valley.  At  Vouvry  is  a 
good  country  Irm, 

Vionnaz,  Above  this  village  are 
some  most  remarkable  boulders. 

Monthey  Stat.  {Inn:  Croix  d*Or, 
clean  and  moderate).  [Behind  this 
village  is  the  Val  d'llliez,  extending 
towards  the  Dent  du  Midi  ;  good 
road.  The  Dent  du  Midi  (Lonfats) 
is  an  excellent  hotel,  at  Champefy 
I  in  the  upper  part.    In  a  lateral  valley 
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opening  up  to  tb«  W.  2  m.  above  Mon- 
tney  are  tke  baths  of  Margin,  pension 
4^  fir.  a  daj,  aooommodation  indif- 
ferent]    (See  Bte.  144.) 

EvionoMh  Owine  to  an  abrupt  bend 
in  the  valley;  and  a  projecting  rock 
which  hides  the  upper  portion  from 
view,  the  road  comes  suddenly  upon 

St,  Maurice  Junct,  Stat.  (Kte.  56). 
Here  the  rly.  from  Geneva,  by  Lau- 
sanne and  Vevay  falls  in. 

Mariigny  (Kte.  56). 


ROUTE  58. 

BEX  TO  8I0N,  BY  THE  COL  DB 
GH^VILLE — DIABLEBET8. 

B.   M. 

Bex. 

Ortoo 2  li 

Soulalflx 1  45 

Anieindu 1  15 

Col  ....     .^   ....  0  46 

DerboreoM 10 

Brldg* •  40 

StBerovd 1  30 

SioD 1  40 

10  60 

This  is  a  highly  interesting  pass, 
both  from  the  geological  phenomenon 
of  its  Berg-fall,  or  mountain  slip,  and 
for  the  extreme  picturesqueness  of 
its  scenery ;  the  pass  is,  however, 
long,  ana  from  Grion  to  Avent 
there  is  no  inn  :  this  is  probably 
the  reason  why  the  whole  recnon  of 
the  Diablereta,  though  yieloing  to 
few  in  ruggedness  and  in  commanding 
views  over  the  Alps,  has  been  un- 
visited  and  neelected.  p]'he  Dia- 
blerets,  10,670  n.,  can  be  ascended 
from  Grion,  sleeping  one  night  at 
the  ch&lets  of  Anieindas:  guides  at 
Grion.1  As  the  pass  is  long,  it  is 
advisable  to  sleep  at  Grion,  2^  hrs. 
from  Bex;  or,  as  the  aooommodation 
there  is  indiffisrent,  some  will  prefer 
to  start  bofibze  daylight  in  a  char  for 
that  village.  Bex  is  described  in 
Bte.  56.    An  eabcaUent  canriage-road 


has  been  made  from  Bex  to  Grion, 
ascending  the  heights  by  numerous 
ligzaes;  the  pedestrian  will,  however, 
probably  cut  off  most  of  these  by 
takinff  the  old  mule-path  which  con- 
tinuafiy  crosses  the  carriage-road. 
Carriage  from'  Bex  to  Grion  8  fr. 
The  pedestrian  will  follow  the  river 
Avenyon  for  about  a  mile  to  B^vieux, 
where  are  some  salt-works:  the  road 
then  leaves  the  river,  and,  after  keep- 
ing rather  to  the  N.,  begins  to  ascend 
the  heights  on  .the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream;  part  of  the  road  is  beauti^ly 
shaded  by  woods  of  fir,  beech,  or 
walnut,  and  part  is  through  vineyards 
and  fields.  The  ascent  is  tedious  by 
the  road,  steep  and  ragged  by  the 
paths. 

Griom,  prettily  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  mountain  high  above  the  river, 
is  a  regular  Swiss  village.  There  are 
2  homely  but  cheap  inns  (Croix 
Blanche,  best)  and  a  boarding-house, 
where  as  many  as  50  persons  are 
accommodated  in  the  season.  The 
situation  is  healthy,  gottre  and  cretins 
unknown.  Side-sadcQes  are  to  be  had; 
a  mule  to  the  Col  7  fr.,  1  fr.  bonne- 
main.  There  is  little  advantage, 
however,  in  taking  a  mule  beyond  the 
Col,  as  it  could  not  be  used  during 
great  part  of  the  way  from  the  Col  to 
Avent,  where  mules  are  to  be  found. 
A  ^ide  charges  12  fr.  to  Sion,  but  a 
pedestrian  w^l  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains can  find  the  way  without  a 
guide.  After  leaving  Grion  the  road 
which  might  be  traversed  by  a  char 
for  the  first  2  hrs,,  keeps  high  above 
the  river,  and  enters  further  into  the 
valley  of  the  Aven^n,  running  nearly 
due  E.,  and  passing  by  numerous 
ch&lets  and  houses,  through  green 
meadows  surrounded  by  fir-trees  and 
overhung  by  precipices,  through  beau- 
tiful pastoral  scenery.  The  road  is 
tolerably  level,  and  aoout  1 J  hr.  from 
Grion  crosses  the  stream  to  the  1. 
bank,  then  goes  through  fine  shady 
woods  for  about  20  min.,  and  crossing 
the  stream  aA;ain  reaches  the  ohftlets 
of  Soulalex,  beantifnlly  situated  in  a 
green  plain  with  spruce  firs  all  round, 
I  and  tremendous  precipices  above  the 
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firs.  The  road  now  keeps  a  little  to 
the  L,  and  rapidly  ascends  a  narrow 
ravine  to  the  cnalets  of  AnzcindaSj 
which  are  situated  on  tolerably  level 
ground.  In  one  of  these  is  a  room 
where  it  would  be  possible  to  sleep, 
but  the  traveller  must  not  depend  on 
finding  food,  as  the  pass  is  little  used. 
From  this  a  moderate  ascent  over  the 
green  pasture  under  the  precipices  of 
the  Diablerets  leads  to  the  Col  de 
Ch^ville  (6686  ft.}.  Bj  ascending  the 
mound  on  the  rt.  of  the  Col,  a  fine 
view  is  obtained  of  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  to  Monteleone,  and  towards 
the  S.  of  the  bare  peaks  of  the  Tete 
de  Gro8  Jean  and  Grand  Moevrcm.  The 
descent  from  the  Col  turns  at  first  to 
the  rt.,  then  to  the  1.,  and  is  very  steep 
and  rugged;  there  is  no  particular 
path,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the 
the  way.  In  about  30  min.  from  the 
Col  the  chalets  of  Cheville,  on  a  tole- 
rably level  space  covered  with  rocky 
fragments,  are  reached.  A  little  Inn 
was  lately  built  here.  Keeping  along 
the  stream  a  short  distance  farther, 
and  then  bearing  to  the  rt.,  a  very 
steep  descent  through  trees  leads  to 
the  little  Lao  de  Derborenze^  and  the 
ch&lets  bearing  the  same  name.  The 
valley  here  is  nearly  filled  by  the 
wreck  of  the  fall  of  the  Mont  Diablerets, 
a  name  given  to  the  spot  by  the 
peasantry,  it  is  said,  because  the^ 
regard  it  as  the  vestibule  of  heU.  This 
mountain  is  composed  of  limestone 
strata,  much  deranged  and  steeply  in- 
clined. The  lower  beds,  being  soft 
and  shaly,  are  disintegrated  by  the 
infiltration  of  water  irom  the  vast 
glaciers  on  the  N.E. ;  and,  after  the 
supports  and  foundation  are  thus  re- 
moved, large  masses  are  detached  from 
the  mountain  into  the  valley  below, 
forming  eboulemens  of  the  most  tre- 
mendous kind.  During  the  last  cen- 
tury two  catastrophes  of  this  kind 
occurred,  in  1714  and  1749.  By  the 
former,  15  human  beings,  100  heietd  of 
cattle,  and  55  chalets  were  buried. 
Subterranean  noises,  produced  by 
the  commotion  in  the  mountain,  ffave 
warning  for  several  days  before- 
hand, so  that,  most  of  the  peasants 
and  their  cattle  removed  out  of  the 


way.  One  man  belonging  to  the 
village  of  Avent  was  overwhelmed 
in  a  chdlet  on  the  mountain,  but 
escaped  being  crushed  to  deatJi  by 
two  masses  of  rock  forming  an  angle 
over  it.  He  managed  to  support  life 
upon  a  store  of  cheese  laid  up  for 
the  winter,  and  with  water  from  a 
brook  which  found  its  way  throue^h 
the  fallen  rocks.  After  many  weexs 
passed  in  the  dark,  he  at  length,  by 
creeping  and  scratching  among  the 
rocks,  formed  a  passage  through  which 
a  gleam  of  daylight  appeared,  and 
through  it  succeeded  at  length  in 
working  his  way  out,  returning  to  his 
friends'  after  having  been  lost  for  •') 
months.  At  the  moment  of  the  fall, 
the  surrounding  district  shook  as  with 
an  earthquake,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust 
rose  high  into  the  air  from  the  friction 
of  it,  masses  of  rock  were  hurled  a 
distance  of  6  miles,  and  the  current 
of  air  produced  by  it  threw  down  trees 
which  were  not  touched  by  the  fall 
itself.  The  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  enjoy  daylight 
at  a  certain  season  of  the  year  several 
minutes  et^rlier  than  they  did  before 
the  event.  The  fall -of  1749  arrested 
the  course  of  the  Liseme,  forming  the 
little  lake  of  DerbOrehze. 

The  path  keeps  to  the  W.  side  of 
the  lake,  and  traverses  for  more  than 
an  hour  a  wilderness  of  rubbish  and 
fallen  rocks.  A  little  care  is  required 
to  keep  the  track.  The  scene  is  one 
of  the  utmost  desolation;  overhead 
towers  the  ridge  of  the  Diablerets, 
10,670  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  Three 
of  its  five  peaks  have  already  falU^n, 
and  the  two  which  remain  threaten, 
sooner  or  later,  to  follow.  The  moun- 
tain is  again  rent  with  fissures,  and 
scarcely  an  hour  passes  in  which  a 
slight  noise  is  not  heard  or  a  fragment 
of  stone  does  not  felL  The  accumu- 
lated debris  of  the  mountain  is  said  to 
cover  a  space  of  8  miles.  The  tra- 
veler will  be  reminded  strongly  of  a 
Cirque  in  the  Pyrennes.  The  path 
winds  round  the  mountain  to  the  rt., 
and  in  about  35  min.  from  Derbo- 
renze  crosses  the  Liserne  by  a  little 
bridge.  There  is  no  house  near  the 
spot;  in  fact  there  is  none  fh>m  Dor- 
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There  is  also  a  path  from  Ardon, 
on  the  rt.  bank  or  the  Liserne,  3  or 
4  m.  farther  from  Sion;  but  the  road 
is  said  to  be  as  lonj^  S3  that  by 
Conthej. 


Switzerland.  .     eoutb  69. — ^passage  of  the  sucplow. 

borense  to  Avent.  After  abottt  20 
min.  more  of  rocks  and  stunted  firs 
the  path  begins  to  rise  on  the  1.  bank 
along  the  precipioes  which  border  the 
Liseme.  For  the  next  2  m.  ihe  path 
is  a  mere  ledge,  sometimes  cut  out  of 
the  face  of  the  rock,  sometimes  built 
up,  and  overhanging  sheer  precipioes 
of  some  1200  ft.  down  to  where  U\e 
liseme  is  roaring  in  the  chasm  below. 
Though  there  is  no  danger,  the  path 
is  very  narrow  and  far  more  formi- 
dable than  that  of  the  GemmL  The 
path  now  passes  through  some  beau- 
tiful beech-woods,  still  upon  a  steep 
slope,  and  then  reaches  the  little 
chapel  of  SL  Bemhard,  whence  there 
is  a  fine  view  of  the  great  chain  of  the 
Alps.  Here  the  valley  of  the  liserne 
is  left;  the  path  tum^  to  the  £.  and 
descends  rapidly  to  the  village  of 
Ave  U8  about  20  min.  from  St  Bern- 
hard;  thence  to  Conthei/,  where  is  an 
inn;  and  thence  to  the  high  road  at 
the  bridge  of  the  Morge,  f3)out  2^  m. 
from  Sion.  A  guide  would  show  a 
pleasanter  way  through  by  -  paths 
from  AvenU 
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Route  reversed.  —  Mules  can  be 
taken  from  Sion  to  the  Col  (a  good 
7  hrs.),  and,  if  necessary,  on  to  Grion. 
The  pedestrian  should  take  the  dili- 
gence or  a  char  to  the  bridge  over  the 
Morge  or  to  Yetro^  He  will  see  his 
path  as  far  as  the  chapel  of  St.  Bern- 
iiard  plainly  marked  on  the  face  of 
the  mountain.  When  about  2  hrs. 
beyond  the  chapel  he  must  look  out 
fur  the  bridge  on  the  1.  and  cross  the 
Liseme.  The  path  ihroueh  the  rocks 
is  not  very  clear  after  this,  and  most 
travellers,  will  be  the  better  for  a 
guide.  Bearing  round  the  mountain 
to  the  1.,  he  wiUiind  the  Derborenze. 
Crossing  the  bridge  above  it,  the  ascent 
begins  immediately  behind  the  chftlets, 
and  is  very  steep  for  15  min.,  then 
along  a  little  valley  for  20  min.,  then 
very  steep  and  rugged  to  the  Col, 
turning  at  last  towards  the  rt.  From 
the  Cm  the  path  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Time  aotnally  occupied,  exclusive  of 
stoppages,  ascending  moderately,  de- 
scending faster — 


SIGN  TO 


Post-road:  SiontoDomo  d'Ossola 
8}  posts  =r  78  miles.  Kailway  in  pro- 
gress  from  Sion  to  Brieg. 

Bosta.    Eng.  m. 
Sion. 

Sferre     .    .     .     .  ]|.  a  10 

Turtnuoi     .     •    ^  1      ss      9 

YUp      ....  1      »     9 

Brieg     .     .    4    ..  I    -»      5i 

Berisal   .    ,     •     .  1      8      0 

Slmplon.     ...  If    as  16 

Isella     ....  1      B      9 

l>omod'OBMla.    .  H   »  Hi 

With  post-horses  the  jourbev  may 
be  accomplished  easily  in  1^  day, 
resting  Ist  night  at  Brieg,  2nd  at 
Domo. 

Until  the  Bailvfay,  Sion  to  Brieg,  is 
finished — JHligences  daily  to  Domo, 
and  thence  to  Arona,  where  the  rly. 
is  taken  to  Milan. 

Sion  is  described  in  Rte.  56. 

Passing  opposite  the  opening  of  the 
YfJ  d'Erm  or  £ringertbal  (see  Bte. 
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131),  through  scenery  rather  less 
monotonous  than  that  of  the  valley 
between  Martigny  and  Sion,  the  first 
town  reached  is 

Sierra  (Germ*  Siders). — Tfm:  Soleil 
(Post),  good.  1100  Inhab;  Smelting 
furnaces  here. 

[A  steep  but  romantic  path  leads  to 
the  Baths  of  Louche,  turning  out  of 
the  post-road  a  little  way  beyond  the 
town,  before  reaching  the  bridge. 
(Rte.  37.) 

Beyond  Sierre  another  valley 
stretches  S.  into  the  main-chain  of 
Alps,  the  very  interesting  Val  d'Anni- 
viers  or  Einnsch  ThaL  Its  entrance 
from  the  Valais  is  so  small  that  its 
very  existence  is  said  to  have  remained 
unknown  until  the  12th  century,  when 
the  Bishop  of  Sion  discovered  it, 
and  converted  its  inhabitants  from 
heathenism  1     (Rte.  129.)] 

The  post-road,  after  crossing  the 
Rhone,  and  winding  for  some  dis- 
tance among  irregular  hillocks,  passes, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  IHila,  the 
picturesque  village  of  Leuk  (Rte.  37). 

Pfynn  (adftn^s)  is  on  the  boundary 
between  the  German  language,  which 
prevails  above  this,  as  far  as  uie  source 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  French,  which 
is  spoken  below  this.  The  Pfinger 
Waid,  behind  Sierre,  is  a  strong  mili- 
tary position,  stoutly  defended  against 
the  French  in  179B. 

Siisten,  where  there  is  a  small  but 
comfortable  hotel, 

Touriemagne  (Germ.  Turtman.) — 
Inns :  ♦Postd  ;  Soleil,  fair.  The 
Turris  Mae^a,  from  which  the  place 
is  named,  is  now  used  as  a  chapel. 
15  minutes'  walk  behind  the  inn  is  a 
Cascade  of  some  repute.  The  volume 
of  water  is  cooriderable,  and  Hs  height 
by  actual  measurement  is  150  ft 
l!noagh  on  the  whole  infenrior  to  the 
fall  of  the  Sallenche  near  Martigny^ 
it  is  still  worthy  of  a  visit  by  those 
who  are  amateurs  of  waterfalls:  the 
scene  is  interesting  on  account  of  its 
entire  seclusion.  The  nelghbonrhood 
is  overspread  with  marshes  and  stag- 
nant pools,  and  the  road  is  frequently 
flooded  by  tlM  swollen  Rhone.    [The 


wild  gorge  behind  the  town  leads  np 
to  the  Turtman  Thai  (Rte.  129).] 


Visp  or  Vitpadi  (Fr.  ViSffe)  {In 
Post;  Soleil,  better  and  cheap).  Some 
persons  object  to  sleep  at  Visp,  owing 
to  an  apprehension  of  malaria  arising 
from  the  floods  in  the  Rhone  valley, 
and  at  some  seasons  this  fear  is  pro- 
bably well  fbiinded.  Travellers  boond 
for  Zermatt  (Rte.  127)  may  break 
the  journey  at  Stalden,  or  at  St. 
Nicholas,  or  Baada. 

A  noor  village  (2410  ft  above  the 
sea),  finely  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Visper-Thal,  up  which  the  Bal- 
frinhom  and  its  glaciers  are  to  be  seen. 
It  was  onoe  the  seat  of  numerous  noble 
families,  which  have  all  disappeared^ 
leaving  only  their  large  houses,  now 
inhabited  by  poor  people,  to  attest 
the  fact.  There  are  2  large  churches, 
the  upper  one  finely  situated.  The 
lower  en.  was  formerly  the  ch.  of  the 
nobles,  and  ultimately  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Blandraih^ 
the  last  of  the  noble  families.  The 
lands  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
have  suffered  severely  from  the  de- 
vastation of  the  Visp  and  the  Rhone, 
and  the  town  now  presents  a  miser- 
able appearance.  Its  misery  was  in- 
creased by  an  earthquake,  which 
began  on  July  25,  1855,  with  a 
very  severe  shock,  and  lasted  with 
diminished  force  for  several  months, 
leaving  only  7  houses  in  Visp  habit-> 
i^le,  and  forcing  the  inhabitants  to  en- 
camp. Nearly  all  the  ceilings  in  the 
town  fell,  amongst  others  that  of  the 
nobles'  ch.,  which  remained  in  ruins 
in  1859.  The  Poste  Inn  suffered  se- 
verely; and  cracks  in  many  of  the 
houses  are  still  to  be  seen.  Visp 
was  the  centre  of  the  earthquake, 
which  was  felt  over  an  area  of  300 
miles  N.  and  S.,  250  £.  and  W. 

The  Gamsen  and  other  torrents 
which  fall  into  the  upper  end  of  the 
Valais  are  very  dangerous  neigh- 
bours to  the  villages  and  cottages  on 
their  banks.  The  bed  of  the  river 
Visp  is  nearly  13  ft  above  a  part 
of  the  village,  and  the  Saltine  is 
nearly  11  ft  higher  than  Brieg.  The 
miserable  and  poverty-stricken  inha« 
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bitants  are  in  consequenee  oblieed  to 
construcfc  very  considerable  dvKes  to 
restrain  them,  but  even  these  aefenoea 
are  liable  to  destruction  every  2  or  3 
years. 

The  desolation  which  the  torrento 
spread  over  the  fields,  by  their  debris, 
will  attract  the  remark  of  every  tra- 
veller; and  the  evil  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, as  the  beds  of  the  torrents 
rise  as  fast  as  the  dykes  are'  raised  to 
restrain  them,  till  they  flow  along  the 
top  of  a  colossal  aqueduct  or  wall  of 
loose  rocks,  which  the  road  ascends 
and  descends  like  a  hiU. 

On  the  road  to  Brieg  glimpses  of 
the  Nesthorn  and  the  fine  range  of 
peaks  in  its  neighbourhood  are  occa- 
sionally to  be  had,  as  the  road  passes 
opposite  the  narrow  glens  that  open 
into  that  little-visited  range. 

The  ascent  of  the  Simplon  ori- 
ginally began  at  Glys,  a  village  dis- 
tinguished by  its  large  churd  and 
charnel  -  honse  filled  with  skulls  I — 
10,000  at  a  rough  coxnputation.  Now, 
however,  a  detour  of^about  1  m.  is 
made  to  pass  through 

Brie^ — Iims:  Poste;  H.  d* Angle- 
torre,  clean  and  good;  H.  dn  Sm- 
plon.  Brieg  is  the  usual  halting-place 
of  travellers  before  or  after  crossing 
the  Simplon.  It  is  a  small  town  of 
751  Inhab.,  situated  on  a  sunny  skype 
by  the  side  of  the  Saltine,  and  over- 
looking the  course  of  the  Bhone, 
which  bere  makes  a  sharp  bend.  The 
most  conspicuous  buildings  are,  the 
ch&teau  of  the  family  Stockalper, 
whose  4  turrets  are  crowned  with  tin 
cupolas,  and  the  Jesuits*  College.  There 
is  also  an  Ursuline  Convent 

[The  upper  valley  of  the  Bhone 
above  Brieg  is  accessible  by  a  good 
char-road  as  fiu*  as  the  Rhone  gl^ier. 
The  routes  to  the  Grimsel  and  Gries  ; 
to  the  iEggischhom  and  to  the  Bel 
Alp,  are  o&acribed  in  Rte.  28.1 

Por  the  passage  of  the  oSmplon 
Toituriers  charge  from  60  to  70  fr. 
from  Brieg  to  Domo.  The  distance  is 
about  44  Eng.  m.  Travellers  wishing 
to  send  luggage  into  Italy  by  the 
diligence  must  consign  it  at  the  Post* 
office  on  the  evening  before.  The 
keys  must  be  sent  tied  or  fiistened  to 


the  outside  of  each  piece 
otherwise  the  luggage  will  be  de- 
tained at  the  Italian  Custom-house 
at  Isella.    Luggage  often  miscarries.. 

On  foot  the  distance  may  be  short- 
ened, but  it  will  require  niU  12  hrs.' 
steady  walking.  The  footpaths  and 
short  cuts  require  a  guide.  N.B.  In 
September  the  diligence  does  not  reach 
the  finest  part  of  the  pass  till  dark. 

The  construction  «  a  route  over 
the  Simpion  was  decided  upon  by  Na» 
poleon  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Marengo,  while  the  recollection  of  his 
own  dimcult  passage  of  the  Alps  by 
the  Great  St  Bernard  (at  that  time 
one  of  the  easiest  Alpine  passes)  was 
fresh  in  his  memory.  The  plans  and 
surveys  by  which  the  direction  of  the 
road  was  determined  were  made  by 
M.  Ceard,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
works  was  executed  unaer  the  super- 
intendence of  that  able  enspineer.  It 
was  commenced  on  the  Itauan  side  in 
1800,  and  on  the  Swiss  in  IdOl.  It 
took  6  years  to  complete,  though  it 
was  barely  passable  in  1805,  and  more 
than  30,000  men  were  employed  on  it 
at  one  time.  To  give  a  notion  of  the 
colossal  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
bridges,  great  and  small,  constructed 
for  the  passage  of  the  road  between 
Brieg  and  Sesto,  amounts  to  611,  in 
addition  to  the  far  more  vast  and 
costly  constructions,  such  as  terraces 
of  massive  masonry  miles  in  length; 
of  10  galleriea,  either  cut  out  of  the 
liviag  rock  -or  buHt  of  solid  stone; 
and  of  20  houses  of  refuge  to  shelter 
travellers,  and  lodge  tne  labourers 
constantly  employed  in  taking  care  of 
the  poad.  Its  breadth  is  throughout 
at  -least  25  ft,  in  some  places  30  ft., 
and  the  slope  nowhere  exceeds  1  in  13* 

To  use  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  "the  Simplon  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  useful  works,  because  our  canals 
and  dodks  suroass  it  in  utility,  science, 
and  magnituoe,  but  thev  have  no 
grandeur  to  the  eye.  Ito  peculiar 
character  is,  to  be  toe  greatest  of  all 
those  monuments  that  ai  onee  dazjda 
the  imagination  by  their  splendour, 
and  are  subservient  to  genem  conver 
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Bxceptin^  the  Ctois,  this- 
was  the  firat  carriage-road  carrietl 
across  any  of  the  higher  passes  of  the 
Alps.  Its  cost  averaeed  about  5000/. 
a  mile.  In  England  the  average  cost 
of  turnpike-roads  is  1000/.  per  mile. 
It  was  the  wonder  of  its  day ;  but  the 
triumphs  of  modem  engineering  are 
greater.  The  object  of  Napoleon  in 
Its  formation  i«  well  marked*  by  the 
question  which,  on  two  different  occa- 
sions, he  first  asked  of  the  engineer 
sent  to  him  to  report  progress  — **  Le 
canon  quand  pourra-t-il  passer  au 
Simplon?" 

Tne  ascent  of  the  Simplon  beghis  at 
once  from  Brieg.    About  ^  mile  above 
the  town  the  road  leaves,  on  the  rt.,  the 
lofty  covered  bridge  over  the  Saltine, 
now  little  used,  since  most  vehicles 
make  the  detour  by  Bries  instead  of 
going  direct  to  or  from  Giys,  whither 
tiiis  bridge  conducts.     The  road  then 
makes  a  wide  sweep,  turning  away 
from   the    Glyzhom,    the   mountain 
which  bounds  the  valley  on  the  rt., 
towards  the  Breithom,  on  the  opposite 
side,  approaching  a  little  hill  dotted 
with  white  chapels  and  crowned  by 
a  calvary.    It  then  again  approaches 
the  gorge  of  the  Saltme,  skirting  the 
verge  of  a  precipice,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  the  torrent  is  seen  at  a  vast 
depth,  forcing  its  way  among  black 
and  bristling  slate  rocks,  whieh  seem 
still  shattered  by  the  convulsion  which 
first  gave  a  passage  to-  its  waters. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  ravine,  high- 
above  his  head,    the    traveller  may 
discern  the  glaciers  under  which  the 
road  is  earned,  but  which  he  will  re-^- 
quire  at  least  3  good  hours  to  reachj 
on  account  of  the  sinuosities  of  the 
route.     Looking  back,  he  will  per-^ 
ceive  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  as  far 
as  Turtman,  spread>  eut  as  a  map 
fit  his  feet;  Brier  and  Katers  remain 
long  in  sight.    It  is  a  constant  pull 
against  the  collar  from  Brieg  to  the 
bccond  refuge.    Here  the  roadj  car- 
ried for  some  distance  nearly  on  a 
level,  is  compelled  to  bend'  round  the 
valley  of  the    Ganther  until  it  can 
cross  the  torrent  whicht  traverses  it 
by  another  lofty  bridge,  called  Poni 
dx  Qcmther,     The  upper  end  of  this 


wild'  ravine  is  subject  to  avalanches 
almost  every  winter,  the  snow  of  which 
nearly  fills  it  up,  and  reaches  some- 
times to  the  crown  of  the  arch.  This 
bridge  is  left  uncovered,  from  the  fear 
justly  entertained  by  the  engineers 
that  the  terrific  g^sts  or  currents  of 
air  which,  accompany  the  fall  of  an 
avalanche  might  blow  the  arch  en- 
tirely away,  were  much-  resistance  of 
flat  timber-work  presented  to  it.  The 
road  originally  traversed  a  gallery  cut 
in 'the  rock  near  this,  but  it  has  oeen 
removed.  After  crossing  the  bridge 
the  road  turns  down  the  opposite  side, 
and  then  ascends  by  a  Jsigzag  to  the 
third  refkge,  called 

Bereaal,  or  Persal^BXk.  Ihti,  consisting 
of  2  buildings  connected  by  a  roof 
across  the  road,  where  16  post-horses 
are  kept,  affording  tolerable  fare  and 
beds.  It  may  be  reached  in  2-^  hours 
from  Brieg. 

The  first  ^iHery  which  the  road 
traverses  is  that  of  Schalbet,  95  ft. 
lone  —3920  ft.  above  Gl^s.  Near  this 
andbence  to  the  summit,  should  the 
sky  be  clear,  the  traveller's  attention 
will  be  riveted  by  the  glorious  view 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  bound  the 
Valais  and  form  the  rt.-hand  wall  of 
the  valley  of  the  Khone.  The  flitter- 
ing  white  peaks  of  the  Breithom, 
Aletsch-homer,  and  Viescher-horner, 
are  magnificent  objects  in  this  scene, 
while  below  them  two  strips  are  visible 
of  the  glaciers  of  Aietsch,  the  most 
cKtenstve  in  the  Alps. 

Fifth  Refuge,  called  Schalbet,^ 
**Here  a  picture  of  desolation  sur- 
rounds the  traveller.  The  pine  has 
no  longer  the  scanty  pittance  of  soil 
which'  it  requires  for  nourishment; 
the  hardy  but  beautiful  Aljpine  flower 
ceases  to  embellish  the  sterue  solitude; 
and  the  eye  wanders  over  snow  and 
gkcierv  fractured  rock  and  roaring 
cataract,  relieved  only  by  that  stupen- 
dous monument  of  human  labour,  the 
road'Hselfy  winding  along  tiie  edges  of 
precipices,  penetrating  the  primeval 
granite,  striding  over  the  furious  tor- 
rent, and  burrowing  through  dark  and 
dripping  grottoes  beneath  accumulated 
masses  of  ice  and  snow." — Jokmson. 

The  portion  of  the  road  between 
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the  fifth  refuge  and  the  summit  is  the 
most  dan^roos  of  all,  at  the  season 
when  avaUnches  fall  and  tourmentes 
arise,  on  which  account  it  is  proTided 
with  6  places  of  shelter  vis.  3  gal- 
leries, 2  refuges,  and  a  hospice,  wiuin 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  If  mile. 
The  head  of  the  gorge  of  Sohalbet, 
a  wild  recess  in  the  flanks  of  the 
Monte  Leone,  is  filled  up  with  glaciers, 
beneath  which,  along  the  edge  of  a 
yawning  abyss,  the  r<Md  is  necessarily 
conducted.  These  fields  of  everlasting 
ioe,  forming  the  Kaltwasser  glacier, 
in  the  heat  of  summer  feed  5  or  6 
furious  torrents,  the  sources  of  the 
Saltine,  and  in  winter  discharge  fre- 
quent avalanches  into  the  gulf  below. 
To  protect  this  portion  of  the  road  3 
galleries,  called,  from  their  vicinity  to 
the  glaciers,  Glacier  Galleries,  partly 
excavated,  partly  built  of  masonry 
strongly  arched^  have  been  con- 
structed. By  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance of  the  engineer,  they  serve  in 
places  as  bridges  and  aqueducts  at 
the  same  time,  the  torrents  being  con- 
ducted over  and  beneath  them  ;  and 
the  traveller  is  surprised  to  find  his 
carriage  suddenly  driven  in  perfect 
safety  underneath  a  considerable 
waterfalL  These  galleries  have  been 
recently  extended  far  beyond  their 
original  length,  for  greater  security. 
In  the  spring  the  avalanches  sliae 
over  their  roo& 

The  pedestrian,  ascending  from 
Brieg,  may  shorten  his  way  to  the 
summit  by  at  least  5  m.  by  following 
the  old  horse-track,  which  mounts  the 
gor^  of  the  Saltine,  and  entirely 
avoids  the  detour  to  BerisaL  The 
path  is  steep,  the  scenery  far  less 
interesting,  and  the  way  is,  or  was  a 
few  years  ago,  not  easy  to  find,  as  the 
old  path  had  in  some  places  been  car- 
riea  away.  An  unpractised  moun- 
taineer going  without  a  guide  mi^ht 
easily  get  himself  into  serious  diffi- 
culties. 

A  simple  cross  of  wood,  a  few  yards 
above  the  Sixth  Refuge,  marks  the 
highest  sumoAt  or  culminating  point  of 
the  road,  6580  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  About  ^  a  mile  beyond  it  stands 
the  New  Moepice^  founded  by  Napo- 


leon for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
but  left  unfinished,  for  want  of  funds, 
until  1840.  Externally  it  is  a  plain, 
solid  edifice,  containing  several  very 
neat  bed-rooms  for  masters,  a  draw- 
ing-room provided  with  a  piano,  a  re- 
fectory, a  chapel,  and  about  30  beds  for 
travellers  of  the  common  sort.  N.  B. 
There  is  neither  com,  nor  hay,  nor 
stabling  for  horses.  It  is  much  more 
comfortable  than  the  hospice  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  and  is  even  warmed 
with  a  heating  apparatus.  It  is  occu- 
pied by  3  or  4  brothers  of  the  Augus- 
tine onier,  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity as  those  on  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard. The  prior  is  the  amiable  father 
Barras,  whose  politeness  and  attention 
must  be  remembered  by  all  who  have 
visited  the  Great  St.  Bernard  within 
the  25  years  during  which  he  has  re- 
sided there.  Several  of  the  celebrated 
dogs  of  St.  Bernard  are  kept  here,  but 
they  are  rarely  employed  in  active  ser- 
vice. The  monks  are  very  happy  to 
show  the  mansion  to  travellers,  and  to 
lodge  and  entertain  them.  Those  who 
can  afford  it  will  always  leave  behind 
them  remuneration  at  least  equivalent 
to  that  which  is  paid  at  an  inn.  The 
establishment  is  similar  to  that  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  except  that  it  is 
more  limited  in  extent  and  funds.  (See 
Rte.  135.) 

From  the  Hospice  a  high  and 
difiicult  pass  leads  to  the  Saas  Thai. 
(Rte.  122.) 

A  large  open  valley  of  considerable 
extent,  bounded  by  snow-clad  heights, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  drained 
lake,  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
Simplon.  It  is  devoid  of  picturesque 
interest;  all  around  is  barrenness, 
though  rhododendrons  and  coarse 
herbage  grow.  Below  the  road,  on 
the  rt,  stands  a  small  Tower,  the  ori- 

final  Hospice  before  the  new  one  was 
uilt.  A  gradnal  but  continued  de- 
scent leads  past  the  Seventh  Refuge 
(ruined),  in  about  3  miles,  to  the  vil- 
lage of 

Shnphn  (Ital.  Sempkne),  Inns:  H. 
Fletschom,  far  the  best,  decent;  Poste. 
Beware  of  attempts  to  detain  travel- 
lers on  pretence  that  horses  are  want-, 
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ing,  and  to  pr^yent  their  resorting  to 
the  Fletschom,  which  is  100  yds. 
lower  down  than  the  Poste.  The 
traveller  should  here  supply  himself 
with  a  wooden  sabot  to  save  the  iron 
drag  of  his  carriage,  during  the  con- 
tinual descent  of  3  or  4  hours. 

By  a  well-constructed  bend,  the 
traveller  reaches  the  Qallerie  d*Algaby, 
the  first  excavation  on  the  Italian  side, 
about  9  leagues  from  Brieg  and  5' 
from  Domo  d'Ossola,  on  the  banks  of 
the  torrent  Doveria.  The  road  dives 
into  this  gallery,  and  then,  by  a  more 
gradual  slope,  enters  the  Gorge  of 
Gwido,  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
savage  in  the  Alps,  which  narrows 
and  deepens  at  every  step,  until  its 
precipices  >n  some  places  actually 
overhang  the  road,  which  is  squeezed 
in  between  them  on  one  s^le  and  the 
fretting  torrent  on  the  other.  It  is 
bound^  by  slate  rocks,  whose  smooth 
vertical  sides  deny  support  to  any 
vegetation  ;  only  now  and  then  a  tun 
of  grass  lodged  in  a  cleft,  or  a  fringe 
of  fir-trees  growing  above  the  gorge, 
and  visible  at  a  ^reat  height  on  the 
verge  of  the  precipice,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  tne  unvaried  surface  of 
black  rock.  The  base  of  these  cliffs 
and  the  bed  of  the  stream  are  in  places 
heaped  up  with  vast  shattered  tng* 
ments,  ruins  of  the  mountains  above ; 
while  loosened  masses  still  hanging  on 
the  slope  seem  to  threaten  the  pas- 
senger below. 

The  Doveria  is  now  orossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge  called  Ponte  Alto,  an 
approach  to  which  has  been  formed 
by  scarping  the  rock  with  gunpowder. 
Some  way  farther  a  vast  projecting 
buttress  of  rock  jntA  out  from  the 
mountain  on  the  L,  and  seem«  to 
block  up  all  further  passage.  It  in- 
deed formed  a  serious  imp^iment  to 
the  construction  of  the  road,  over- 
come, however,  by  the  skill  of  the 
engineer,  who  nas  bored  it  through, 
with  another  of  those  artificial  ca- 
verns. This  Gallery  of  Gondo  H  tfc^ 
longest  cut  through  solid  rock  in  the 
whole  Hue  of  th«  l^lmplon,  as  it 
vieasurea  59^  feet;  it  waA  also  the 
most  difficult  and  eostly  to  make, 
oa  aoconnt  of  tli«  eiitreme  hardness 


of  the  rock.  The  miners  were  sus- 
pended bv  ropes  to  the  face  of  tk« 
rock  until  a  lodgment  was  effected,  to 
commence  the  side  openings,  which 
now  serve  to  light  the  interior.  Op- 
posite one  of  them  is  seen  the  inscrip- 
tion *•  ^re  Ttalo,  1 805.     Nap.  Imp."* 

Close  to  the  very  mouth  of  this 
remarkable  gallery  the  roaring  water- 
fell  of  the  Prassinone  leaps  down 
from  the  rocks,  close  to  the  road, 
which'  is  carried  over  it  on  a  beauti- 
ful bridge.  Mr.  Brockedon,  an  artist 
of  skill,  as  well  as  a  traveller  of  es- 
perience,  remarks,  in  his  Excursions 
among  the  Alps,  that  the  scenery  of 
this  portion  of  the  Yal  Doveria,  in 
coming  from  Stritzeriand,  bursting 
suddenly  upon  the  traveller  as  he 
issues  from  the  gallery,  **  offers  per- 
haps the  finest  assemblage  of  objects 
to  excite  an  emotion  of  the  sublime^ 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  Alps.**  The 
traveller  should  pause  and  look  back 
after  proceeding  about  40  yards.  The 
rocks  rise  on  both  sides  m  straight 
as  walls,  attaining  the  summit  of  wild 
sublimity.  The  little  strip  of  skv 
above,  the  torrent  roaring  in  the  dark 
gulf  below,  the  white  foam  of  tbo 
waterfall,  the  graceful  arch,  and  tb« 
black  mouth  ot  the  cavern,  form  ft 
pidwre  which  has  been  spread  over 
the  world  by  the  pencils  of  all  our 
first  landscape-winters.  A  number  of 
zigzags  now  conduct  to  a  bridge  which 
was  carried  away  by  an  avalanche 
during  the  Areadftu  storm  which 
ruined  a  great  part  of  the  Simdk>n 
road,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1834.  Tha 
road  is  still  in  ^aees  very  narrow  and 
in  bad  order. 

Gmdo  (Guns),  the  iMt  village  in 
the  Valais,  oonsisto  of  a  few  miser- 
able huts,  grouped  round  a  singular, 
tall  bulling,  7  stories  high,  erected^ 
like  the  tower  at  SunploA,  by  tbe  old 
Brieg  fkmily  Stockalper,  in  ancient 
days,  for  the  refuee  of  travellers. 

An  hour's  walk  by  the  side  of 
the  torrent,  whkh  falls  in  a  eatcadtf 
down  the  rt.'^hMid  wall  of  th«  valley, 
leads  to  the  goM-mine  of  Zttrich* 
bergen,  whidh,  tho«gh  it  barely  pro- 
duces a  fow  i^artleles  of  the  pracioiw 
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metal,  is  still  worked  lii  the  hope  of 
gain.  In  the  winter  of  1842-3  the 
snow  was  drifted  to  such  a  depth  in  the 
gorge  below  Gondo,  that  the  sledges 
on  which  carriages  were  placed  passed 
about  100  ft.  above  the  road.  The 
trareller  enters  Italy  a  short  while 
before  reaching  the  Sardinian  village 
of 

Isilh  (/nil  good  and  clean,  though 
small),  where  th«  custom-house  and 
passport  office  are  situated. 

The  tempests  of  1834  and  1839  fell 
with  tremendous  violence  xxpou  this 
part  of  the  road,  which  thej  destroyed 
for  a  space  of  nearly  8  m.  Every  bridge 
of  stone  was  swept  away  ;  in  some  in- 
fttanoes,  even  the  materials  of  which 
the  bridge  was  built  disappeax^  and 
tiie  very  place  where  it  stood  was 
not  to  be  recognised,  and  it  was  manv 
years  before  the  road  was  repaired. 
The  Gallery  of  Isella,  a  narrow  arch 
of  rock  a  little  below  the  village,  was 
flooded  by  the  torrent  pouring  through 
it,  so  high  were  the  waters  swollen.  At 
the  month  of  the  Yal  Dovedro,  a  hand- 
tome  new  bridge,  which  supplied  the 
place  of  the  one  demolished  by  the 
torrent  over  which  it  passes,  was  Itself 
carried  off,  together  with  a  temporary 
wooden  one,  in  1850. 

Hereabouts  a  change  comes  over 
the  valley,  from  nakedness  to  the  rich 
green  foliage  of  the  chestnut,  which 
shades  the  road,  and  to  that  of  the 
dark  fir  which  clothes  the  summits  of 
the  hitherto  bare  mountains  above. 
The  last  gidlety  is  traversed  a  little 
before  reaching  Crevola,  where  the 
Doveria  is  crossed  for  tiie  last  time 
by  a  fine  lofty  bridge  of  2  arches, 
nearly  90  ft.  high,  previoiu  to  its 
flowing  into  the  river  Toecia,  or  TosA, 
which  here  issues  out  of  the  Yal 
Formazza,  and  the  Val  Yedro  termi- 
nates in  the  Yal  d'Ossola.  The  mule- 
path  firom  the  Gries  and  Grimsel, 
passing  the  falls  of  the  Tosa  (Rte.  62), 
falls  into  the  Simplon  route  at  CrevoM. 

It  is  now  that  the  traveller  really 
finds  himself  in  a  different  region 
and  in  an  altered  climate  :  the  softer 
hues  of  earth  and  sky,  the  balmy  air, 
the  trellised  vines,  the  rich  juicy  stalks 
of  the  maise,  the  almost  dealeningchiip 


of  the  grasshoppers  or  tree-crickets, 
and,  at  night,  the  equally  loud  croak- 
ing of  the  frogs — the  white  villages, 
with  their  tall,  square  bell-towers, 
also  white,  not  only  scattered  thickly 
along  the  valley,  but  perched  on 
every  little  jutting  platform  on  the 
hill-sides — all  these  proclaim  the  en- 
trance to  Italy, 

Domo  cTOsaoIa  (Inns :  H.  d'Es- 
nagne,  good  and  clean,  fair  cuisine; 
H.  de  V  ille  or  Ancienne  Foste),  a 
small  and  unimportant  town,  with 
few  points  of  interest,  save  that  it 
is  Italian— in  every  stone.  Houses 
with  colonnades,  streets  with  awn- 
ings, shops  teeming  with  sausages, 
macaroni,  and  garlic,  lazy-looking, 
loitering  lazzaroni  in  red  nightcapH, 
and  bare,  mahogany-coloured  legs, 
intermixed  with  mules,  burly  priests, 
and  females  veiled  with  the  mantilla, 
fill  up  the  picture  of  an  Italian  town. 

There  is  a  very  curious  Calvary 
above  the  town  well  worth  a  visit  by 
those  who  do  not  intend  to  see  Varallo. 

The  Hotel  Albasini,  highly  recom- 
mended as  a  pension  or  boarding- 
house,  stands  outside  the  town,  and  is 
approached  by  a  narrow  but  practi- 
cable carriage-road.  It  is  resorted  to 
on  account  of  the  baths  in  summer. 

Omnibus  daily  to  Pallanza. 

The  ascent  from  this  to  the  Hospice 
of  the  Simplon  occupies  7  hrs. 

Several  very  interesting  Excursions 
may  be  made  Arom  this  : 

a.  Up  the  lovely  Val  Amasca  (Rte. 
121),  by  F\k  di  Mulera,  to  Yanzone 
and  Macugnaffa, 

6.  To  the  Val  Yegezzo  (Rte.  11 2). 

e.  TotheFa]]8oftheTosa(Rte.62}. 

d.  To  Masera ;  the  ravines  near 
the  village  very  fine. 

e.  The  I^ake  Megorzo  and  PaF- 
lanza. 

Domo  d*OssoIa  to  Lago  Maggiore 
and  Arona  is  described  in  Rte.  111. 
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ROUTE  GO. 

TURTMAN  TO  THE  -ffXWISCHHORN, 
BT  THE  LOT8CH8ATTEL. 

This  pas6  may  well  be  combined 
with  either  of  the  passes  leading  >from 
the  canton  of  Berne  into  the  Lotsch- 
thai  (Rtes.  35, 38),  or  it  may  be  taken 
by  any  lover  of  high  Alpine  scenery 
approaching  the  ^ggischhom  from 
Sion  or  Turtman.    Nowhere  can  a 
long  day's  journey  over  snow  and  ice 
l>e  accomplished  with  so  little  risk  or 
difficulty,  and  but  few  passes   lead 
xhroughl  ecander  scenery..    None  of 
the  established  precautions  for  glacier 
travelling  shoulo,  however,  be  omitted. 
One  of  the  best  living,  mountaineers  : 
had  a  very  narrow,  escape  of  being 
lost  in  a  concealed  crevasse  on   the 
liOtschsattel  where    the  glacier  ap- 
peared absolutely   unbroken.    From 
kippel  to  the  iEggischhom  is  a  tole- 
rably hard  day's  work ;  but  it  is  said 
that  accommodation  can  be  as  well 
obtained  at  the  curb's  of  Flatten  as 
at  the  curd*s  of  KippeL    If  so,  the 
day's  journey  across  the  ice  wUl  be 
notably  diminished,  for  Flatten  is  1} 
hr.  higher  up  the  valley  than  Kip- 
pel.     With  tne  exception  of  a  small 
part    of   the  Lotschen    glacier,   the 
route  presents  ne  difficulties.      Ima 
very   nivourable  state   of  the  snow 
the  whole  distance  may  be  performed 
in  about   10  hrs.^  but,  if  the  snow 
be  soft  and  deep,  2  or  3  hrs.  more 
may  be  requirea.    As  well  in  order 
to    get  over  the    ascent  before  the 
sun  nas   told  upon   the  snow,  as  to 
secure  daylight  in  case  of  bad  weather 
coming  on  upon  the  vast  snow-fields 
of  the  upper  Aletsch  glacier,  it  is 
advisable  to  start  very   early    from 
Kippel.    About  3^  hrs.  walking  by  a 
tolerably  good   path   up   the  valley 
leads  to  the  point  on  the  N.  side  of 
the  Lotsch  glacier  where  it  is  usual 
to  take  to  the  ice.    The  lower  and 


uppermost  parts  of  the  Lotschgletscher 
are  freefrom  difficulty,  but  the  middle 
part  is  a  good  deal  crevassed.  An 
experienced  guide  has  no  difficulty, 
however,  in  finding  his  way,  and  the 
summit  of  the  pass  or  LdtschsatUl  is 
reached  in  about  6  hrs.  from  Kippel. 

The  scenery  here  is  extremely 
grand.  On  the  N.  side  of  the  Sattel 
IS  the  range  of  the  Gletscherhom  and 
Mittaghorn,  neighbours  of  the  Jung- 
frau;  to  the  S.  is  the  still    higher 

frol^^of  the  Aletschhom  and  Schien- 
om..    An  easy  descent  leads  over 
gently  sloping  snow-fields  to  the  main 
stream  of  the  Aletsch  glacier.    If  not 
pressed  for  time,  the  traveller  will  do 
well  to  push  on  to  a  point  near  the 
centre  of  the  main  glacier  from  whence 
diverge  4  great  andnearly  e^ualglacier 
highways,  each  about  2  m.  in  width, 
separating   the    surrounding   peaks. 
S.W.  is  the  glacier  which  has  just 
been  descended;  N.W.  is  the  branch 
from  the  Monch  Sattel,  between  the 
Jun^frau  and  Monch;    N.K  is  the 
glacier  coming  down  from  the  Griin- 
horn-lucke,  between    the  Griinhom 
and  Wannehomi  over  whidi  lies  the 
way  to  the  ascent  of  the  Finsteraar- 
horn;  finally,  to  the  S.£.  descends  the 
great  ice-stream  which  carries  down 
the  united  drainag^.of  the  other  three. 
These  vast  AlUcs  Blanches  are  sym- 
metrically placed  so  as   to  form  a 
cross,  or,  as  one  traveller  has  called 
it,  **The    Flace  de  la  Concorde  of 
Nature."    The  gpiides,  if  they  know 
the  glacier  well,  will  not  fail  to  point 
out  a  mere  speck  in  the  rocks  on  the 
1.  hand  in  descending  the  main  glacier, 
which    marks    the    position    of   the 
Faulberg  Cave,   where   -adventurous 
travellers    bent    on    ascending    the 
greater  peaks  around  usually  pass  the 
night.    On  reaching  the  cunous  Mar- 
jelen  See  the  path  on  its  N.  bank  is 
followed,  and  a  slight  ascent  is  re- 
quired before  reaching  the  ^ggisch- 
hom  Hotel.    (See  Bte.  28.) 


Switzerland. 
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ROUTE  -61* 

VIE8CH    TO    CBODO,  IN    TJLL    ANT10#- 
RIO,  BY   THE  nirNEM  THAL. 

There  is  no  frequented  pass  over 
the  range  separating  the  Valais  from 
Italy,  between  the  Simploo  (Rte.  59) 
and  the  Cries  Pass  (Kte.  62),  a  dis- 
tance of  above  80  m.  This  portion  of 
the  main  chain  is  very  little  known 
to  strangers,  or  even  to  the  peoi)le 
of  the  valleys  on  either  side.  It  is, 
however,  passable  in  man^  directions, 
though  the  passes,  excepting  only  the 
Albrun,  are  known  only  to  a  few 
herdsmen  and  chamois-hunters.  The 
short  valleys  of  Blinnen  and  Jtappen, 
which  fall  into  the  upper  valley  of  the 
It  hone  near  to  BekiiCjen  and  Aemen^ 
are  uninhabited,  and  uninterestinff  in 
point  of  scenery.  The  only  consider- 
able valley  on  the  S.E.  side  is  the 
Binnea  Thftl^  which  pours  its  torrent 
into  the  Rhone  a  little  below  Laax. 
AlK>ut  3  hrs.  ahove  the  mouth  of  the 
valley  it  divides  into  2  branches  :  the 
main  hranch,  mounting  nearly  due 
E.,  preserves  its  name ;  the  southern 
branch  is  called  the  Ueiiigenkreittz  Thai, 
from  the  hamlet  of  Heiligenkreatz, 
where  there  is  a  chapel  resorted  to 
by  pilgrims.  At  the  fork  of  the  main 
valley  is  placed  the  village  of  Binnen, 
where  rough  quarters  fbr  the  night 
may  be  obtained.  Both  the  hranches 
above  mentioned  are  formed  bv  the 
union  of  smaller  streams,  each  of  them 
leading  to  a  pass  over  the  chain. 
4  of  these  passes  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

a.  The  Albrun  Pass,  the  most 
easterly  of  the  4,  is  also  the  easiest 
and  the  most  circuitous  for  travellers 


bound  for  Crodo,  though  the  most  di* 
i«ct  for  those  who  wish  to  reach  For- 
maxza  and  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa. 

By  this  pass  there  is  a  paved  track, 
passable  for  horses,  from  Laax  to 
Crodo.  The  summit  is  a  table-land, 
wild  and  dreary  in  aspect.  The  track 
to  the  Val  Devero  and  Crodo  doubles 
^ack,and,  having  been  hitherto  nearly 
due  £.,  now  turns  to  the  W.  of  S. 
From  the  plateatt  it  is  possible  to  de- 
scend bv  a  steep  track,  passing  the 
lake  and  valley  of  Lebendue,  to  For- 
(Rte.  62). 


h.  The  most  direei  course  from 
Binnen  to  the  Val  Devero  is  by  the 
Col  delta  Rossa.  It  is  said  to  present 
no  difficulties,  and  joins  the  route  of 
the  Albrun  at  the  eh&lets  of  Ponte,  at 
the  head  of  die  Val  Devero. 

e.  A  more  interesting,  but  longer 
and  more  fatiguing  path,  is  that  by  the 
Krieg  Alp,  passing  close  to  a  remark- 
able tower  of  rock,  conspicuous  fh>m 
the  ^ggischhoro,  called  the  Knegalp- 
atoek.  The  vaUey  of  Heiligenkreutz 
forks  at  the  village  of  the  same  name ; 
the  S.  branch,  leading  to  the  Krieg 
Alp  Pass,  is  followed  up  to  tbe  base 
of  the  Kriegalpstock.  The  path  is 
not  difficult,  but  is  ill  marked,  and 
might  easily  be  missed  without  a 
guide.  From  the  summit  there  is  a 
steep  descent,  with  rocks  on  either 
side,  until  the  head  of  a  gully  or  ra- 
vine is  reached,  on  the  rt,  side  of  which 
the  descent  is  not  difficult.  There  is 
no  passage  to  the  1. 

These  3  routes  meet  at  the  ch&lets 
of  Ponte,  from  whence  there  is  a 
paved  mule-path  down  the  Val  De- 
vero, fatiguing  enough  to  the  feet. 
The  scenery  is  very  beautiful.  About 
halfway  there  was  a  little  country  Inn, 
called  the  Osteria  di  Devero,  where  a 
bed  could  be  had;  but  this  had  been 
dosed  in  1859,  and  the  Editor  has 
not  learned  whether  it  has  been 
since  re-opened.  Before  reaching 
Crweo,  the  first  village,  a  stream  is 
pissed  on  the  1.,  which  descends  from 
an  upland  glen,  inhabited  by  a  pe- 
culiar German-speaking  community. 
Their  village  is  called  Agaro,  or  Ager, 
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Passing  through  ^ne  woods  of  cheamit 
and  walnut,  Uie  path  fails  into  the 
road  of  the  Val  Antigorio  a  little 
abore  Craocggia^  where  poor  quarters 
and  civil  treatment  are  to  be  found. 
About  2  m.  farther  is  Crodo  (see  Rte. 
62).  It  is  a  long  day's  walk  to  reach 
Crodo  from  Viesch  by  any  of  these 
passes.  By  the  Aibrun  the  distance 
mar  be  accomplished  in  IS  hrs.'  steady 
walking  ;  the  route  by  the  Krieg  Alp 
requires  13  or  14  hrs.;  that  by  the 
Col  delU  Boesa  may  Cit  is  said)  be 
accomplished  in  2  or  3  hrs.  less  time* 

d.  To  the  lorers  of  high  Alpine 
scenery  themost  interesting  pass  out  of 
the  Binncn  Thai  is  that  of  the  RUter  or 
Booccurecch  PcMs^reached  from  Hdligen* 
kreutz  by  following  the  S.W.  branch 
of  the  valley,  called  the  Mdtti  Thai 
A  little  above  the  village  this  again 
divides  into  2  short  valleys,  or  father 
ravines,  of  which  the  one  lesiding  S.W^ 
called  the  Oiebel  T/iai^  is  followed  up 
a  steep  but  not  difficult  ascent.  When 
the  traveller  has  reached  what  he  had 
suppoeed  to  be  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  at  the  head  of  this  valley,  he 
finds  himself  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  an  immense  amphitheatre  or  cirque, 
about  f  m.  in  diameter,  and  sur* 
rounded  by  nearly  vertical  walls  of 
Tock,  whose  strata  lie  in  horisontal 
lines,  like  courses  of  masonry,  to  a 
height  of  1000  or  1200  ft  This  wall 
is  scaled  about  the  centre  of  the  am- 
phitheatre by  a  stiff  scramble,  and  the 
true  summit  of  the  Poiao  del  Boooarea* 
cio  (about  9500  ft.  in  height)  is  fioallj 
attained.  Ob  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tance on  the  8.  side,  m  travdler  is 
astonished  to  find  himself  at  the  warn' 
mit  of  another  amphitheatre,  still 
more  colossal  in  its  propovtioBS. 
A  nearly  circalar  space,  about  3  m. 
in  diameter,  is  surrounded  by  the 
highest  peaks  of  this  portiM  of  ths 
chain  —  the  Hillbom,  Borteihorn, 
Furkebaum;  and,  diief  of  diem  all, 
the  Moute  Leoae.  Pram  the  gaps 
between  these  peaks  9  gkunefs  de* 
soead,  aad  here  and  there  steep  slopes 
of  snow  rest  against  the  walls  of  the 
amphitheatre.  It  is  by  one  of  these 
SDoW-slopes  that  the  doocnt  Is  asoom- 


plished,  for  the  rocks  are  too  steep 
to  be  anywhere  practicable.  Several 
groups  of  ch&lets  rest  in  the  compara- 
tively level  space  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Cirque,  The  chief  of  these,  where 
there  is  a  small  chapel,  is  called  San 
Giacomo ;  another  group,  hieher  up, 
b  called  the  Alpe  Veglia.  If  the  tra- 
veller has  started  in  the  morning  from 
Viesch  or  Laax,  he  will  probably  find 
it  necessary  to  sleep  at  these  ch&lets ; 
but,  if  he  has  made  Binnen  his  start- 
ing point,  he  may  push  on  to  better 
quarters,  taking  one  of  the  herdsmen 
as  guide,  unless  he  he  already  well 
provided.  If  so  disposed,  he  may  re- 
turn into  Switzerland  by  the  elacaer 
which  descends  into  the  amphitneatre 
from  the  N.  side  of  the  Monte  Leone, 
over  which  it  is  said  that  the  Simplon 
road  is  reached  a  short  way  below  the 
Hospice,  without  encountering  any 
serious  difficulty.  In  the  opposite, 
or  due  E.  direction,  there  is  a  passage 
to  the  Val  Bondokr,  a  wild,  unin- 
habited gl<}n»  leading  into  the  Val  De- 
vero,  a  few  miles  above  Croveo.  The 
easiest  course,  however,  is  to  descend 
the  valley  through  which  the  Che- 
rasca  torrent  rushes  down  to  intersect 
the  road  of  the  Simplon  near  to  Isella. 
The  passes  above  noticed  deserve 
more  attention  than  they  have  yet 
received.  The  Val  Devero  abounds 
in  fine  waterfalls  and  in  picturesque 
points  of  view.  The  entire  range  is 
extremely  interesting  to  the  geologist. 


Switzerland. 
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ROUTE  62- 

PASS  07  THE  6RTB8:— OBER'^BSTCIR 
TO  DOMO  D'OSSOUky  BT  THE  VAL 
rORMAZZA  (pOMMATX  AND  TlIB 
FALLS  OF  TUX  TOIA. 

From  Ober-Gesteln  it  is  a  wieJk  of 
8  hrs.  over  the  Qries  to  Formazza, 
and  3^  from  thenee  to  Prraoiaw  A 
carriage -road  descends  the  ralley 
from  Premia,  where  a  country  carriage 
may  be  hired,  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  A 
guide  is  necessary  over  the  Col  as  far 
as  Fratva],  or  he  may  be  dismissed 
safely  when  yos  have  descended 
from  the  Col  }  or.  Thus  he  may  get 
home  the  same  day,  and  baek-hire 
be  saved. 

It  is  a  nrale-pcth,  not  dangerous, 
though  it  crosses  a  glacier,  except  in 
bad  weather,  when  there  is  much  snow 
on  the  ool,  but  rather  lonr  and  fatigu- 
ing. The  traveller  who  folh>ws  it  will  be 
rewarded  by  soenea  of  much  wildaess 
and  grandeur  in  the  Val  Antigorio 
and  Formacza.  The  pass  is  quite 
practicable  for  ladies,  who  may  ride 
acroas  the  glacier,  which  is  unnenally 
free  from  crevasaca. 

On  the  Italian  side  of  the  Pass 
the  best  halting-plaoe  is  at  the  Inn 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa,  cor  «t  the 
Gemaa  Inn  (RSasel)  at  Andermatt. 
The  Baths  of  Crodo  mn  toleraMy 
good  ([aaortats. 

In  cToasiiig  the  HfifeMn  or  CMss 
fitom  Brieg  it  is  iiseleM  to  gs  to  Ofoe#- 
Gesteln.    The  traveller  aswmdiHg  Uie 


Valais  can  pass  the  Rhone  by  abridge 
a  little  above  Miinster  (/rm  goodX  and 
reach  the  Effinenthal  in  an  hour.  The 
distance  to  Uie  pass,  however,  is  more 
by  3  or  4  m«  than  fh)m  Ober-Gee* 
teln. 

Below  Ober-Gesteln  (Hte,  28)  a 
bridge  leads  across  the  Khone,  and 
the  path  follows  the  1.  bank  as  far  as 
the  village  Im  Loch,  where  it  turns 
to  the  1.,  and  begins  to  ascend  the 
JSgiamtkal,  a  barren  and  uninterest- 
ing valley,  crossing  the  stream  of  the 
Ejg^iien  above  a  pretty  cascade  80  ft. 
high.  A  hard  cUmb  of  about  2  hrs., 
first  through  larch-wood,  then  across 
a  sterile,  stony  tract,  and  finally  over 
a  little  plain  of  green  meadow,  dotted 
with  the  ch&lets  of  Egina,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  foot  of  the  final  and 
most  difficult  ascent.  Near  this  point 
a  path,  striking  off  on  the  1.,  leads 
over  the  pass  of  the  Niifenen  (Rte. 
63)  to  Aircdo.  Here  vegetation  ceases^ 
snow  appears  first  in  patches,  and  at 
last  the  glacier  blocks  up  the  termi- 
nation of^the  valley,  and  the  path 
makes  a  short  cut  over  an  elbow  of  it. 
It  takes  about  20  min.  to  cross.  The 
direction  of  the  path  over  it  is  marked 
by  2  or  3  poles  stuck  upright  in  the 
ice.  Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
runs  the  frontier  line  semratiikg  Switx* 
erland  from  Sardinia.  The  summit  of 
the  pass  is  8340  ft.  above  the  sea. 

In  clear  weather  a  magnificent  view 
presents  itself  from  this  point  of  the 
chain  of  Bernese  Alps,  xhe  descent 
on  the  Sardinian  side  of  the  pass  (as 
usual  among  the  Alps)  is  steeper  than 
on  the  K.;  it  is  also  more  difficult 
The  upper  part  of  the  Piedmontese 
valley  <n  Formassa,  or  Frutval,  pre- 
sents four  distinct  stages  or  platforms^ 
separated  by  steep  ste]^,  or  dips,  from 
each  other.  The  first  is  called  Bettel- 
matt;  the  second  Morast  (morass^  on 
which  the  miserable  group  of  diaJets 
called  Kebrbiidii  (the  highest  winter 
habitations)  are  situated.  The  third 
is  Auf  derFrutt,  with  another  hamlet 
of  chalets,  and  a  small  diapeL  Before 
reaching  it,  the  traveller  mUs  in  with 
the  river  Toecio,  or  Tosa,  which  risei 
in  the  upper  extremity  of  the  falley, 
and  tentunates  in  the  Lego  Maggiore* 
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Beyond  the  hamlet  the  path  crosses 
to  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream,  and, 
descending^  the  fourth  steep  decli- 
vity, arrives  at  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa 
(a  good  Inn  has  been  built  here), 
the  approach  to  which  has  for  some 
time  previously  been  proclaimed  by 
the  increasing  roar  of  the  water. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
cataracts  among  the  Alps,  less  on 
account  of  its  form  than  for  its 
vast  volume  of  water,  in  which  it 
is  surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
Schaffhausen.  It  does  not  descend  in 
one  leap,  but  in  a  succession  of  steps, 
forming  an  uninterrupted  mass  of 
white  foam  for  a  length  of  perhaps 
1000  ft,  while  the  entire  perpen- 
dicular descent  is  not  much  less  than 
500.  Seen  from  below,  it  has  a  trian- 
gular appearance;  above,  not  more 
than  80  ft.  wide,  and  ^expanding  gra- 
dually towards  the  bottom.  It  is  the 
only  Swiss  fall  combining  great  height 
with  a  large  body  of  water. 

2  m.  below  the  Falls  is  the  village 
of  Frutval,  situated  on  thg  4th  pla- 
teau. 2  m.  farther  are  the  villages  of 
Gurf  (Grovello)  and  Zumsteg  (Al 
Ponte).  Peter  Sillig,  of  Frutval,  is 
said  to  be  a  good  guide.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  upper  part  of  the  valley, 
as  far  as  Foppiano,  are  of  German 
descent,  speaking  that  language,  and, 
according  to  tradition,  descendants  of 
a  colony  from  the  Entlebuch.  Owing 
to  this  intermixture  of  languages, 
almost  all  the  villages  have  a  German 
as  well  as  Italian  name. 

Fonnazza  (An  der  Matt),  about  28 
m.  from  Domo.  *Tnn :  Rossli  (Cavallo 
Bianco),  clean  but  rough.  Here  is  the 
principal  church  of  the  valley. 

[From  the  head  of  the  Val  For- 
raazza  there  is  a  pass,  called  the  Passo 
di  S.  Giacomo,  by  which  travellers 
from  Domo  d'Ossola  or  the  Simplon 
to  the  St  Gothard  may  reach  Airolo, 
bv  Hospital  all*  Acqua  in  the  Val 
B&dretto.  A  mule-track,  often  faintly 
marked,  leaves  the  Tosa  just  above 
the  fiklls,  and  leads  in  about  4  hrs.  to 
the  poor  inn  at  H.  all*  Acqua  (Rte. 
a3).  When  ftrce  from  clouds  the  view 
of  the  Gothard  range  from  the  top 


must  be  fine.  Another  track,  still 
less  frequented,  leads  from  Formazjsa 
to  Locarno  on  the  lia^  Maggiore,  by 
the  Val  Maggia.  It  takes  8  hrs. 
walking^ by  a  fatiguing  path  over  the 
Oriner  Furca  (7837  ft)  to  reach  Cevio 
in  Val  Maggia.  1  hr.  farther  amidst 
fine  scenery  is  Bignasco  (Inn,  Post), 
from  whence  a  country  diligence  daily 
starts  for  Locarno  (3^  hrs.).1 

The  lower  part  of  the  vale  of  the 
Tosa  abounds  in  exquisite  scenery. 
The  Gorge  of  Foppiano  (Germ.  Unter- 
Stalden),  5  m.  oelow  Formazza,  is 
particularly  grand.  Lower  down  it 
expands,  and  displays  all  the  softer 
beauties  of  high  cultivation,  luxuriant 
vegetation,  and  thick  population. 

Below  the  village  called  Premia^  3^ 
hrs.  from  Formazza,  where  there  is  a 
small  Inn  (ALL'  Agnello),  a  stream  de- 
scending from  the  W.  joins  the  Tosa, 
and  the  valley  changes  its  name  into 
Val  Antigorio. 

**  The  savage  grandeur  of  the  Val 
Formazza,  down  which  the  river  takes 
its  passage,  and  the  delicious  region 
through  which  it  rolls  in  the  val 
Antigorio,  cannot  be  painted  in  too 
glowing  colours.  In  these  high  val- 
leys, fully  exposed  to  the  power  of 
the  summer  sun,  there  is  truly  a 
*  blending  of  all  beauties.'  The  vine, 
the  fig,  and  the  broad-leafed  chest- 
nut, and  other  proofs  of  the  luxuri- 
ance of  the  soil  df  Italy,  present 
themselves  everywhere  to  the  eye, 
intermixed  with  the  g^ey  blocks  rest- 
ing on  the  flanks  and  at  the  feet  of 
the  high  granite  ridge,  out  of  whose 
recesses  you  have  not  as  yet  escaped. 
Instead  of  the  weather-stained  and 
simple  habitation  of  the  hardy  Val- 
laisan,  sheltered  by  the  black  belt  of 
forest  upon  which  alone  I  had  glanced 
yesterday,  I  now  saw,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  same  range,  the  sub- 
stantial Italian  structure,  virith  its 
regular  outline,  and  simple  yet  beau- 
tiful proportion,  and  the  villa,  the 
handsome  church,  or  the  stone  cot* 
tage»  surrounded  by  its  girdle  of 
vines — the  vine  not  in  its  stiff  and 
unpicturesqne  Swiss  or  Rhenish  dress, 
but  the  true  vine  of  Italy  and  of 
poetry,  tUnging  its  pliant  and  luxu- 
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riant  branches  over  the  rustic  Te> 
randa,  or  twinine  its  long  garland 
from  tree  to  tree/ —Xa<ro6tf. 

This  charming  valley  is  the  chosen 
retreat  of  numerous  retired  citizens, 
such  as  bankers,  jewellers,  &c.,  who 
have  built  themselves  villas  in  it. 
The  mica-slate  rocks  occurring  near 
Premia  and  San  Michele  are  stuck  as 
full  of  red  garnets  as  a  pudding  is  with 
plums.  There  are  several  timber-slides 
for  bringing  down  trees  from  the  high 
forests.  The  trees  are  floated  down  the 
Tosa,  and  thus  conveyed  to  Ikfilan. 
An  excellent  carriage-road,  finely 
engineered  (viaduct),  has  been  carried 
up  to  Premia  from  Domo  d'Ossola, 
4)  hrs.  good  walking. 

[For  passes  between  the  Tal  An- 
tigorio  and  Viesch  in  the  Yalais  see 
.Rte.,6i.] 

At  Crodo  (Germ.  Crot)  {Inn,  Leone 
d'Oro)  is  the  Italian  Custom-house.  2 
ra.  below  Crodo,  24  hrs.'  walk  below 
Premia,  are  the  Ifaths  of  Crodo^  a 
large  and  well-furnished  house,  opened 
184^8:  charge  en  pension  5frs.  a-day, 
baths  extra.  Tne  establishment  is 
not  very  well  managed,  and  passing 
travellers  are  chared  unreasonably. 
The  waters  contain  iron.  A  spring 
rises  in  the  gardens.  Near  this  are 
gold-mines.  Carriages  and  horses 
may  be  hired  here. 

Below  Credo  the  carriage  -  road 
crosses  the  river  twice  before  it  reaches 
San  Marco,  and  then  enters  the  Sim- 
plon  road,  at  the  lofty  and  beautiful 
bridge  of  Crevola,  near  the  Ceme- 
tery, at  the  junction,  of  the  Vedro 
with  .the  Tosa.    (fite.  59.) 

3  m.  farther  on  lies  I>otno  £Oa9olcL. 
(Rte.  59.) 


ROUTE  63. 

PASS  OP  THE  nUPENEN  (kOTEWA),  FROM 
OBEROESTELN  TO  AIBOLO. 

9  hours  >ss  26  £ng.  m.  This  is 
neither  a  difficult  nor  a  yery  fine 
Bass.  The  way  is  tolerably  clear,  and 
oy  travellers  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains  might  in  fine  weather  be  found 
without  a  guide.  It  is  a  horsepath, 
ascending  the  vale  of  Kginen,  as  in 
Rte.  62,  but,  before  reaching  the  Ones 
Glacier,  turns  to  the  L,  and  crosses 
the  ridge  of  the 

Nufenen^^  8022  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  Unlike  the  summit  of  the 
Gries,  which  is  covered  with  a  glacier, 
this  pass  has  -grass  on  its  very  top, 
which  oommands  a  fine  view  of  the 
S.  side  of  the  Bernese  Oberland 
mountains.  The  summit  is  a  ridge, 
sequirin^  20  min.  to  cross,  the  highest 
part  bemg  on  the  Valaisan  side. 
The  path  across  is  marked  by  poles. 
Tiiere  is  at  times  a  gpod  deal  of  snow 
on  the  other  side.  The  path  descends 
into  the  Val  Bedretto,  in  places 
faintly  marked,  and  scarcely  aistin- 
guishable  from  tracks  of  cattle.  On 
the  S.  slope  of  the  pass  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  river  Ticino  takes  its 
rise.  The  path  descends  along  its  L 
bank  to  the 

Hospice  air  Aequo,  a  house  of  refuge 
to  accommodate  travellers,  5000  n. 
above  the  sea,  dirty  and  full  of 
fleas,  3  hrs.  walk  from  Atrolo.  The 
Hospitaller  is  a  good  guide.  A  path 
ascending  rapidly  through  the  rough 
pine  forest,  crosses  the  valley  from 
this  S.  into  the  Val  Formazza  to  the 
Falls  ef  tke  Tosa,  8|  hrs.'  walk  (see 
Rte.  62).  The  Val  Bedretto,  from  its 
elevation,  has  but  an  inhospitable  cli- 
mate; long  winters,  and  frosts  n'' 
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uncommonly  in  the  height  of  summer, 
morning  and  evening.  It  is  clothed 
with  forests  and  pastures,  from  which 
its  612  inhabitants  derive  support  in 
summer ;  while  in  winter  the  males 
migrate  to  Italy,  to  seek  employment 
as  servants.  It  is  flanked  on  either 
side  with  glaciers,  and  is  dreadfully 
exposed  to  avalanches  (}  17).  The 
masses  of  fallen  snow  often  remain 
unmelted  on  the  margin<of  the  Ticino 
till  the  end  of  September.    At 

Bedretto  (small  Trm),  the  principal 
hamlet,  the  charch-tower,  wnich  has 
been  once  swept  away,  along  with  the 
parsonage,  is  now  protected  by  an 
angular  Duttress,  directed  towara  the 
siae  ft*om  which  the  avalanches  fiUl, 
BO  as  to  break  and  tarn  them  away. 
The  valley  leading  to  Airolo  is  very 
pleasing.  In  the  lower  part  of  the 
▼alley  a  scanty  crop  of  rye  is  grown. 

AirolOf  in  Bte.  34. 

Soute  reverted. — From  Airolo  the 

Sath,  which  is  good  and  partly  paved, 
escends  to  the  river,  crosses  it,  and 
ascending  to  ViUa  recrosses  the  river, 
and  chiefly  through  fields  reaches 

Bedretto.  Here  the  river  is  crossed  and 
recrossed  to  (1  hr.  20  min.)  Hospice  ail' 
Acqua.  Thence  to  the  highest  chalets 
1  hr.,  and  to  the  commencement  of 
the  summit  1  hr.  20  min. ;  2  hrs.  40 
min.  to  the  top  of  the  pass.  A  descent 
of  30  min.  leads  into  the  Gries  path  ; 
H  hrs.  Miinster  (Bte.  28).  Total, 
8  hrs.  50  min. 


BOUTE  65. 

ZliRICil  TO  ROBflCHACH,  BY  ST.  GALL 
-^RAILWAY. 


EDg.m. 

Zttridi  to  Wlnteiihor    . 

.     16* 

Winterthv  to  Wyl  .     . 

.    IH 

,,         toFlawyl   . 

.     27 

,,        to  SL  Gall  . 

.     36 

..        toRoradiAdi 

.     4S 

3  Trains  daily  in  about  4  J  hrs.  This 
rly.  is  continued  to  Coire  (Bte.  66). 
Tne  possible  eontiuuation  of  this 
line  over  the  Lukmanier  pass  seems 
the  most  feasible  of  all  projects  for 
crossing  the  Alps  by  rly. 

Zurich  to  WinUrtkur  Junct,  StaL,  in 
Bte.  9. 

The  rly.hereleaves  the  Romanshom 
line  and  follows  the  valley  of  the  Toss 
as  far  as  Elgg  7  m. ;  6  m.  fiiTther  it 
crosses  the  Murg  and  reaches 

WylSlat^  a  small  town  of  2000  Inhab. 
with  several  conrents  (Inn:  Sch5n- 
thai);  It  then  crosses  the  Thur  river  on 
a  lattice  bridge  448  ft  long,  and  beyond 
Flawy  1  Stat.  f/n«;  Rossli)  the  valley 
of  the  Glatt  by  a  lattice  bridee  of  9 
arches  380  ft  long  and  120  ft.  high. 

Brfiggen  Stat.  8  m.  from  St.  Gall 
the  vafley  of  the  Sitter  is  crossed  by  a 
wrought  iron  lattice  bridge,  of  clever 
device,  560  ft.  long,  in  4  arches  or  spans. 
It  is  raised  upon  cast-iron  piers  200  ft. 
above  the  river,  resting  on  stone  foun- 
dations. These  lattice  bridges  have 
been  extensively  used  upon  Irish  rlys. 

1.  Lower  down  the  stream  is  tne 
KiHttzeren  Briicke,  of  2  fine  stone 
arches,  erected  1810. 

A  long  Tunnel  is  then  passed  through 
close  to 

St.  Gall  Stat.  (St  Gallen).  — /nn» 
♦Hecht  (Brochet,  Zehnder's),  excel- 
lent, TOod  cuisine;  Lion,  very  eood, 
and  thoroughly  comfortable  ;  ^ssli 
(Cheval).  A  convenient  place  to 
make  excursions  from. 

St  Gall,  capital  of  the  canton,  is 
situated  in  an  elevated  valley  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream  called  the 
Steinach,  2081  ft  above  the  sea.  Pop. 
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1 5,000  (4900  Roman  Catholics).  It  is 
one  of  the  principal  seats  of  manu- 
facturing indastry  in  Switzerland.  The 
manufacture  of  Swiss  muslins  is  the 
most  flourishing,  but  the  spinning 
of  cotton  is  also  rapidly  increasing. 
There  are  extensive  bleacheries  in  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  slopes  are 
white  with  wdi>s.  The  embroidered 
curtains  and  ladies'  collars  are  very 
pretty  and  che«p  here. 

The  antique  walls,  however,  which 
etill  surround  the  town,  and  the 
ditch,  now  converted  into  gardens, 
teU  of  a  totally  difiEersnt  period  and 
state  of  society,  and  recall  to  mind 
the  ancient  history  of  St.  Gall.  If 
we  may  believe  the  legend,  it  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  7th  century 
that  St  Grallns,  an  Irish  monk,  left 
his  convent  in  the  island  of  lona, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  tra- 
veUing  over  a  large  part  of  Europe 
convertinr  the  heathens,  finall;^  set- 
tied  on  uie  banks  of  the  SteinachT 
then  a  wilderness  buried  in  priamval 
woods,  of  which  bears  and  wolves 
seemed  the  rightful  tenants  rather 
than  men.  He  taught  the  wild  peo- 
ple around  the  arts  of  agriculture,  as 
well  as  the  doctrines  of  true  religion. 
The  humble  cell  which  the  Scotch 
missionary  had  foimded  became  the 
nucleus  of  civilization :  and  fifty  years 
after  his  death,  when  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  miracles  reported  to 
have  been  wrought  at  his  tomb,  drew 
thousands  of  pi^rims  to  the  spot,  it 
was  replaced  oy  a  more  magnificent 
edifice,  founded  under  the  auspices  of 
Pepin  THeristaL  This  abbey  was 
one  of  the  oldest  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blishments in  Germany.  It  became 
the  asylum  of  learning  during  the 
dark  ages,  and  was  the  most  cele- 
brated school  in  Europe  between  the 
8th  and  10th  centuries.  Here  the 
works  of  the  authors  of  Rome  and 
Greece  were  not  only  read  but  copied; 
and  we  owe  to  the  labour  of  these  ob- 
scure monks  many  of  the  most  valu- 
able classical  authors,  which  have  been 
preserved  to  modem  times  in  MSS., 
treasured  up  In  the  Abbey  of  St.  Gall  { 
among  them  Qutntilian,  Silius  Itali- 
cus,  Ammian  Marcellinus,  and  part  of 


CHcero,  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  13th  century  St. 
Gall  lost  its  reputation  for  learning, 
as  its  abbots  excnanged  a  love  of  piety 
and  knowledge  for  worldly  ambition, 
and  the  thirst  for  political  influence 
and  territorial  rule.  The  desire  of 
security,  in  those  insecure  times,  first 
induced  the  abbot  to  surround  his 
convent  and  the  adjoining  building 
with  a  wall  and  ditch,  with  13  towers 
at  intervals.  This  took  place  at  the 
end  of  the  10th  century,  and  from 
that  time  may  be  dated  the  founda- 
tion of  the  town.  He  and  his  100 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order 
thoueht  it  no  disgrace  to  sally  forth, 
sword  in  hand  and  helmet  on  head, 
badced  by  their  200  ser&,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  convent  was 
threatened  by  ungodlv  laymen.  The 
donations  of  pious  pilgrims  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  soon  ausinented  enor- 
mously the  revenues  of  the  abbots. 
Thev  became  the  most  considerable 
territorial  sovereigns  in  N.  Switzer- 
land ;  their  influence  was  increased 
by  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of 
princes  of  the  empire  ;  they  w^e  en* 
ga^i^ed  in  constant  wars  with  their 
neighbours,  and  were  latterly  entan- 
gled in  perpetual  fends  with  their  sub- 
jects at  home.  These  bold  bui^hers, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  owed  their 
existence  and  prosperity  to  the  con- 
vent, became,  in  the  end,  restive  un- 
der its  rule.  In  tibe  beginning  of  the 
15th  century  the  land  of  Appenzell 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  abbot ;  at 
the  Reformation  St.  GkUl  itself  became 
independent  of  him;  and  in  1712  the 
ecclesiastical  prince  was  obliged  to 
place  the  convent  under  the  protec- 
tion of  those  very  citizens  whose  an- 
cestors had  been  his  serfs. 

The  French  Revolution  caused  the 
secularization  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
sequestration  of  its  revenues  followed 
in  1805.  The  last  abbot,  Pancratius 
Forster,  died  in  1829,  a  pensioner  on 
the  bounty  of  others,  in  the  convent 
ofMuri. 

The  Abbey  Charch,  now  cathedral, 
was  completely  rebuilt  1766;  it  poe- 
tesses, in  the  Treatwy  or  Sscnsty, 
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some  anti(}ue  relies — the  bell  of  the 
original  hermitaee,  ch.  plate,  &e. 

The  vast  buildings  of  the  deserted 
Monistery  date  from  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries ;  and  the  part  of  it  which 
formed  the  abbot's  Palace  (^Die  Pfalz) 
now  serves  as  a  K.  Cath.  Seminary  for 
teachers.  The  Concent  Library  (Stifts 
Bibliothek)  still  contains  many  curio- 
sities, such  as  numerous  Latin  classics, 
LISS.  of  the  10th  and  11th  centuries, 
Greek  New  Testament  of  the  10th 
century,  Psalms  of  the  9th  century, 
various  ancient  MSS.  either  from  Ire- 
land or  transcribed  by  Irish  monks; 
the  Gospels  of  Sinlaam,  bound  in 
ivory  tablets^  Palimpsests,  4th  cen- 
tury ;  also  a  MS.  of  the  Niebelungen 
Lied,  and  many  letters  relatiiig  to  ihe 
Keformation* 

The  finest  edifices  are  the  Public 
Seminary^  on  the  road  to  Rorschach, 
containing  the  Museum  and  Town 
Library,  and  the  Orphan  ffouae^  outside 
the  town,  to  the  N.W. 

At  the  Cosmo  Club  will  be  found  an 
excellent  readinj'-room. 

The  Freudenberg^  the  neighbouring 
mountain  on  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  com- 
mands from  its  summit,  about  2  m.  oif, 
a  fine  panorama,  including  the  lake  of 
(Constance  and  the  mountains  of  St. 
Gall  and  Appenzell,  with  the  Sentis 
at  their  head.  A  earriage-road  leads 
up  to  the  inn  on  the  top. 

i?xo  irston.— From  St.  Gall  to  Tro- 
gen.  Gals,  Appensell,  Weissbad,  and 
back  to  St.  Oall— a  delightful  day's 
drive  (Rte.  68). 

Borichach — Inns:  Hirscftkjjgood  and 
moderate.  Post  (Krone).  Tnis  is  the 
chief  station  for  the  lake  steamers, 
Seehof,  Gruner  Baum,  and  dose  to 
the  wharf  is  the  important  Terminus 
of  the  two  rly.  lines  to  Zixrich  and 
Coire.  Friednchshafen,  the  terminus 
of  the  rly.  from  Stuttgard  and  Ulm, 
and  Lindau,  the  stat  for  Augs- 
burg and  Munich,  are  each  of  them 
reaped  in  about  Ijhr.  The  steamers 
also  touch  at  the  small  town  of 
Bregenz,  in  the  Austrian  province 
of ,  the  Vorarlberg,  by  which  is  the 
most  direct  way  to  the  Tyrol.  This 
little  lake-port  and  town  of  2650  In- 
hab.  is  the  principal  corn-market  in 


Switzerland,  held  on  Thursday.  The 
grain  required  to  supply  the  greater 
part  of  the  Alpine  districts  of  N.  Swit- 
zerland is  imported  from  Suabia,  in 
boats,  across  the  lake,  and  is  deposited 
temporarily  in  large  warehouses  here. 
Much  muslin  is  made  at  Rorschach. 
There  are  extensive  aad  convenient 
Swimming  Botha  5  min.  below  the 
town. 

The  deposits  of  the  Rhine  are, 
it  is  said,  forming  themselves  into 
shallows  between  ^rschach  and  lin- 
dau, which  may  soon  impede  the 
direct  navigation  of  the  lake  between 
these  two  places.  On  the  slope,  a 
little  above  the  town,  is  the  large 
dili^pidated  building,  called  Statthal^ 
tery,  or  Maxienbergt  a  palace  once  of 
the  proud  abbots  of  St.  Gall,  now  a 
government  ^cAoo/.  Its  Gothic  cloister, 
and  vaulted  refectory  with  bas-reliefs, 
deservA  notice  (date  1513).  It  com- 
mands a  fine  view  from  its  terrace. 
Near  it,  perched  on  a  projecting  sand- 
stone rock,  is  the  desolate  CasUe  of  St 
Anne^  with  its  square  keep.  From 
the  top  of  the  hill,  behind  Rorschach 
(1  hour's  walk),  yau  may  obtain  a 
view  over  the  whole  lake,  of  the  influx 
of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bregena. 

Railway  to  Coiss.    Rte.  66. 


ROUTE  -66. 

RORSCHACH  TO  OOIBE,  BT  &AOATZ   AND 
THE  BATHS  OF  PFEFPEBS. — ^RAILWAT. 

Eng.m. 
ttoracbaeh. 
Altotetien      .«..!« 

BennwaU 26 

Sewelen     •     ....    37 

llagats 48 

Ouire  Terminus   ...    62 

62  Eng.  m.  3  trains  daily,  of  which 
the  fastest  (the  evening  train  from 
Rorschach)  goes  in  3  nrs.  20  min. 
(For  information  as  to  steamers  see 
Rtes.  8  and  6&) 
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After  leaving  Rorschach  the  road 
skirts  the  foot  of  low  hills  clad  with 
vineyards,  beneath  which  the  yellow- 
bellied  pnmpkins  may  be  seen  basking 
in  the  sun,  out  soon  quits  the  margin 
of  the  lake  to  cross  the  flat  delta  of 
the  Rhine.  The  district  around  the 
mouth  of  the  rirer  abounds  in  marsh, 
and  is  by  no  means  healthy. 

A  new  channel  has  been  cut  for 
the  river  into  the  lake.  Weinbwyj,  on 
the  height,  is  the  seat  of  the  P.  of 
Hohenzollern  Sigmaringen.  Fine 
view  from  his  park. 

Rheineek  Siat.  ffnns:  Brochet,  Post*, 
— Krone)~a  village  of  1370  Inhab., 
on  the  I.  bank  of  the  Rhine,  about  4  m. 
above  its  embouchure,  situated  under 
vine-clad  hills.  There  are  several 
castles  on  the  neighbouring  heights. 

St.  Marc;arethen  Stat.,  a  jpretty  vil- 
lage completely  embowered  m  a  grove 
of  walnut  and  firuit  trees,  is  situated 
near  the  Austrian  ferry,  over  the  Rhine, 
which  must  be  crosBed  in  going  to 
Bregenz,  or  Lindau  ^see  Handbook 
for  South  Oermany)  ;  but  it  is  not 
passable  after  dark.  The  railroad 
turns  due  S.  up  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine,  through  a  highly  cultivated 
country  rich  in  grain,  especially  maize, 
and  abounding  in  orchards.  The 
Rhine  here  is  a  wide,  shallow,  muddy, 
and  unsteady  stream,  constantly 
changing  its  channel  and  overflowing 
its  banks:  h  is  not  navigated  except 
by  wood-rafts,  which  float  down  it. 

Altstetten  Stat,—{rnns:  Postf  Rabe) 
— a  town  of  7293  Inhab.,  in  a  fruitful 
neighbourhood,  and  in  a  lovely  spot 
commanding  views  of  the  Alps  of 
Vorarlber^.  There  is  a  road  from  this 
over  the  hiU  of  Stoss  to  Appenzell,  by 
Gais,  2  leagues  (Rte.  68),  and  St.  Gall, 
3  leagues:  but  a  new  road  has  been 
made,  winding  round  the  hill.  Those 
travelling  on  foot  or  on  horseback 
should  take  the  old  road  over  the 
Stoss.  The  view  from  it  over  the  Alps 
of  theVorarlberg  is  celebrated,  and  the 
route  interesting.  Another  road,  over 
the  Ruppen,  leads  in  3  hrs.  to  St.  Gall, 
by  Tpogen  rRte.  68).  The  female  in- 
habitants ot  the  lower  Rheinthal  are 
all  diligently  occupied  in  tambouring 


mnstin;   much    of    which    goes    to 
Englandr 

Oberied  Stat.  {Inn:  H.  du  Cheval) 
to  Feldkirch  in  Austria  beyond  the 
Rhine  is  1  ^  post. 

SennvHxld,  a  village  at  the  foot  of 
the  Kamor  (5730  ft.  high,  3  hours' 
walk,  commanding  a  fine  view  over 
the  Alfps  of  Appenzell,  Torarlberg, 
the  Gnsons):  an  ac^oinine  peak,  a 
few  feet  higher,  is  called  tne  Hoheti" 
hasten, 

Down  to  the  17th  century,  the  dis- 
trict which  we  now  traverse  belonged 
to  the  powerful  barons  of  Hohen 
Sax,  many  of  whose  castles,  reduced 
to  ruins  by  the  Appenzellers,  may 
still  be  discerned  upon  the  heights 
on  the  Wr  of  the  Rhme  valley.  One 
of  this  family,  a  brave  and  noble 
soldier,  and  a  Protestant,  escaped  with 
difficulty  from  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  at  Paris,  and  on  his 
return  home  was  murdered  by  his 
nephew.  After  this  foul  deed,  it  is 
the  popular  belief  that  the  blessing  of 
God  was  withdrawn  from  the  race:  it 
is  certain  they  never  prospered.  In 
1616  their  vast  domains  were  sold  to 
Ziirich,  and  the  family  became  ex> 
tinct  soon  after.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  is  still  preserved  in  a 
perfect  condition,  in  a  coffin  with  a 
ghiss  lid,  dried  like  a  mummy,  under 
the  church-tower  of  Sennwald.  This 
circumstanee,  and  the  story  connected 
with  it,  have  given  to  the  remains  a 
reputation  for  sanctitr;  so  that,  though 
a  Protestant,  the  Catholics  have  stolen 
some  of  the  limbs  as  relics,  and  once 
actually  carried  off  the  body  acro&s 
the  Rhine}  it  was,  however,  speedily 
reclaimed. 

Bnchs  Stat.  {Tnn  :  Sonne).  Above 
it  rises 

Schloss  Werdenberg,  seat  of  a  noble 
ikmily  of  that  name,  who  played  an 
important  part  in  early  Swiss  his- 
tory. It  is  a  conspicuous  white  build- 
ing, in  good  preservation,  above  the 
town.  A  cross  road  runs  hence 
through  the  vale  of  Toggenburg  to 
Wyl  (Rte.  71). 

Seitelen  (^Inn:  Traube\  Rt.  on  the 
height  the  ruined  castle  Wartau ;  1. 
beyond  the  Rhine,  lies  Vaduz,  capit 
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of  -Uie  prtndpality  of  LicbteMiein 
(see  Rte.  67);  and  at  the  entmnoe  of 
the  Luziensteig  pass  Sehloss  Gutburg. 
In  the  background  rises  the  grey  head 
of  the  Falkniss  widi  its  chaplet  of 
snow:  the  whole  landscape  is  splendid 
and  full  of  variety. 

Sargans  Junat.  Stat,  The  town  of 
Sargam  is  passed  a  little  on  the  rt. 
Here  the  road  and  the  rly.  from  Wal- 
lenstadt  and  Ziiricb  fall  in^   (See  Rte. 

Ragatg  StaL{lnn8:  Hof  Bagati,  ori- 
ginally the  summer  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  now  a  bathing  establish- 
ment, and  supplied  with  water  from 
the  hot  springs  of  Pfeffers,  conveyed 
hither  in  wooden  pipes,  12,500  feet 
long;  a  large  house  with  a  fine  view; 
improved  and  more  clean,  usuaily 
overcrowded.  The  charges  to  per- 
sons staying  in  the  house  to  take 
the  baths  are  very  low,  but  for  poss- 
mj  travellers  the  charges  are  the 
same  as  at  other  inns  in  Switzer- 
land.— Hotel  de  la  Tamlna,  tolerable, 
civil  people. — Krone.  Bagatz  is  a 
village  of  600  Inhab.,  situated  at  the 
mourn  of  the  gorge  (tobel)  through 
which  the  torrent  Tamina  issues  out 
to  join  the  Rhine.  It  thrives  from  its 
central  position  at  the  junction  of  the 

freat  roads  from  ZUrioh,  St.  Gall, 
eldkirch,  Coire,  and  Milan,  and 
from  its  vicinity  to  the  mineral  springs 
of  Pfeflfers,  which  cause  it  to  be  much 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place,  espe- 
cially since  the  gloomy  and  uncom* 
fortable  old  baths  have  been  supplanted 
by  the  cheerful  new  establishment. 
There  is  an  Enoflish  chapel  here.  The 
philosopher  S<£elling  (died  1854)  is 
buried  at  Rag^tz.  His  monument 
was  erected  by  the  King  of  Bavaria. 

[No  one  should  omit  to  visit  the 
Olo  Baths  of  Ppeffers  (properly 
Pfafibrs),  situated  a  little  way  up 
the  vale  of  the  Tamina,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  ^apots  m  Stcitzerland,  ac- 
cessible by  a  road  cut  in  the  rocks  of 
the  gorge.  The  distance,  not  being 
more  than  2^  m..  is  performed  in  J 
of  an  hour,  and  it  takes  only  20 
minutes  to  return  in  a  char,  bmall 
carriages  wait  at  the  station,  and 
charge  1^  fr«  for  each  person,  to  or 


from  the  baths.  Those  who  are  able 
shoidd  walk ;  it  is  not  possible  to 
miss  the  way;  yon  may  reach  the 
baths  within  an  hour  on  foot,  and 
so  miss  none  of  the  beauties.  It  is 
a  delightful  walk,  the  scenery  very 
romantic;  the  torrent  forming  water- 
falls at  every  step,  and  floating  down 
the  logs  of  wood.  Much  of  the  in- 
terest and  original  singularity  of  the 
spot,  however,  is  destroyed  by  the 
improvement  of  the  access  to  it. 

The  (Hd  Baths  are  situated  in  two 
larg^  piles  of  building  connected 
together  by  a  chapel.  They  are  built 
on  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock,  a  few  feet 
above  the  roaring  Tamina,  and  so 
deeply  sunken  between  the  rocks  that 
they  may  be  said  to  be  half  buried,  so 
that  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  sun 
appears  above  them  only  from  10  to  4 

The  hot  springs  of  Pfei&rs  were 
not  known  to  the  Romans.  There  is 
a  story  that  they  were  discovered  by 
a  hunter,  who,  having  entered  into 
the  abyss  of  the  Tamina,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  game,  remarked  the  column 
of  vapour  arising  fnysn.  them.  For 
many  years  nothmff  was  done  to  fa- 
cilitate access  to  t£em,  and  patients 
desirous  of  profiting  by  dieir  nealing 
virtues  were  let  d<nvn  to  the  source 
from  the  cliffs  above,  by  ropes,  and, 
in  order  to  reap  as  much  benefit  as 
possible,  were  accustomed  to  pass  a 
week  together,  both  day  and  night,  in 
them,  not  only  eating  and  drinking, 
but  sleeping,  under  hot  water,  instead 
of  under  blankets.  Tlie  cause  of  the 
virtue  of  the  water  is  not  very  evi* 
dent,  as  a  pint  contains  scarcely  3 
grains  of  saline  particles  ;  it  has  a 
temperature  of  about  98^  Fahrenheit. 
The  patients  are  almost  exclusively  of 
the  lower  orders,  and  if  they  survive  a 
residence  of  some  weeks  in  this  place 
they  certainly  ought  to  be  capable  of 
surviving  any  illness. 

The  situation  of  the  old  baths  is 
both  gloomy  and  monotonous,  hem- 
med in  between  dripping  walls  of 
rock,  and  shaded  by  dank  foliage, 
with  only  a  narrow  strip  of  sky  over- 
head, and  with  small  space  or  faci- 
lities for  locomotion  and  exercise, 
unless  the  patient  will  take  the  road 
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to  Ragats  or  seale  the  sides  of  the 
valley  abore  him.  To  one  fresh 
arrived  from  the  upper  world,  its 
meadows  and  sunshine,  a  visit  to 
Pfeffiers  has  all  the  effect  of  being  at 
the  bottom  of  a  well  or  a  mine,  except 
for  a  few  hours  at  middaj.  The  at- 
mosphere is  kept  at  one  regular  tern- 
Serature  of  chlUiness  bv  the  perpetual 
rauffht  brought  down  bj  the  torrent; 
and  die  soUtarv  and  imprisoned  ray 
of  sunshine  which  about  nooo,  and 
for  an  hour  or  two  afterwards,  finds 
its  way  into  these  recesses,  is  in- 
sufficient to  impart  permanent  warmth 
or  cheerfulness.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  few  English  travellers  would  be 
disposed  to  make  any  stay  here.  A 
passing  visit  of  a  few  hours  will 
satisfy  the  curiosity  of  most  persons. 
No  one,  however,  should  depart  with- 
out visiting  the 

Source  of  ike  hot  spring, 

A  few  yards  above  the  old  ba;ths, 
the  sides  of  the  ravine  of  the  Tamina 
contract  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
so  as  to  approach  within  a  few  feet 
of  each  otner;  a  little  farther  they 
even  close  over  and  cover  up  tlie 
river,  which  is  seen  issuing  out  of  a 
cavernous  chasm.  The  springs  are 
reached  throagh  the  bath-house, 
whence  a  bridge  of  planks  across 
the  Tamina  leads  to  the  entrance, 
which  is  dosed  by  a  door.  The 
bridge  is  prolongea  into  the  gorge, 
in  the  shape  of  a  scaffolding  or  shelf, 
suspended  by  Iron  stanchions  to  the 
rocks,  and  partly  laid  in  a  niche  cut 
out  of  the  side.  It  has  been  much  im- 
proved of  late.  It  is  carried  all  Edong 
the  chasm  as  far  as  the  hot  spring, 
and  affords  the  only  means  of  ap- 
proach to  it,  as  the  sides  of  the  rent 
are  vertical,  and  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  room  between  them  and  the  torrent, 
for  the  sole  of  a  foot  to  rest.  For- 
merly the  passage  was  along  two, 
sometimes  one  plank,  unprotected  by 
railings  ;  at  present  a  platform,  4  feet 
wide,  famished  with  a  nand-rail,  ren- 
ders the  approach  to  the  spring  easy 
for  the  most  timid,  and  perfectly  free 
from  risk.     Eaeh  person  pays  1  fr. 


fbr  admittance.  A  few  yards  fW>m 
the  entrance,  the  passage  is  darkened 
by  the  oveiiianging  rook.  The  sudden 
cnill  of  an  atmosphere  never  visited  by 
the  sun's  rays,  the  rushing  and  roaring 
of  the  torrent,  30  or  40  feet  below,  the 
threatening  position  of  the  rocks  above, 
have  a  gprana  and  striking  effect ;  but 
this  has  been  diminished  by  modem 
improvements,  which  have  deprived 
the  visit  to  the  gox^e  of  even  the 
semblance  of  danger.  In  parts  it  is 
almost  dark,  where  the  siaes  of  the 
ravine  overlap  one  another,  and  ae* 
tually  meet  over-head,  so  as  to  fbrm  a 
natural  arch.  The  rocks  in  many 
places  show  evident  marks  of  having 
been  ground  away,  and  scooped  out  by 
the  rushing  river,  and  by  the  stones 
brouf  ht  down  with  it.  For  several 
hunored  yards  the  river  pursues  aa 
almost  subterranean  course,  the  roof 
of  the  chasm  being  the  Hoor,  as  it 
were,  of  the  valley.  In  some  places 
the  roots  of  the  trees  are  seen  daneling 
through  t^e  crevice  above  your  hea<^ 
and  at  one  particular  spot  you  find 
yourself  under  the  arch  of  the  natural 
bridge  leading  to  the  staircase  men- 
tioned farther  on.  Had  Virgil  or 
Dante  been  aware  of  this  spot,  they 
would  certainly  have  conducted  their 
heroes  through  it  to  the  jaws  of  the 
infernal  respons. 

The  shelf  of  planks  extends  more 
than  ^  m.  firom  the  baths.  At  its  ex- 
tremity, at  the  bottom  of  a  cavern  in 
the  rocks,  rise  the  springs,  the  tem- 
perature being  about  100^  Fahrenheit; 
the  water  is  received  into  a  reservoir 
nearly  15  feet  deep,  from  which  it  is 
conducted  in  pipes  to  the  baths.  The 
first  baths  were  miserable  hovels, 
built  over  the  spring,  and  suspended, 
like  swallows'  nests,  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  :  the  only  entrance  to  them  was 
by  the  roof,  and  the  sick  were  let 
down  into  them  by  ropes  and  pulleys. 
Marks  of  these  hovels  are  stnl  to  be 
seen  on  the  rocks.  The  springs  gene- 
rally cease  to  flow  in  winter,  but  burst 
forth  again  in  spring  ;  they  are  most 
copious  when  the  snow  has  fallen  in 
abundance,  and  continue  tiU  autumn, 
after  which  their  fountains  are  again 
sealed.    The  water  haa  little  taste  or 
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smell ;  it  bears  some  resemblanoe^  in 
its  mineral  contents,  to  that  of  Ems, 
and  is  used  both  for  bathing  and 
drinking. 

After  emerging  from  the  gorge,  at 
the  bath-house,  the  traveller  may  as- 
cend the  valley  above  it  by  a  well- 
marked  track }  ascending  the  steep  1. 
bank,  and  then  keeping  to  the  L,  and 
descending  a  little,  he  will  in  about 
half  a  mile  cross  by  a  natural  bridge 
of  rock,  beneath  wnich  the  Tamina, 
out  of  sight  and  hearing  from  above, 
forces  its  way  into  the  gorge  of  the 
hot  spring.  A  steep  path  or  stair- 
case  (Steige)  formed  of  trunks  or 
roots  of  trees,  on  the  rL  bank,  is 
then  met  with,  ascending  which,  you 
reach  an  upper  stage  of  the  valley, 
formed  of  gentle  slopes,  and  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  on  one  side,  and 
with  thick  woods  on  the  other.  The 
two  sides  are  separated  by  the  deep 
gash  and  narrow  goige,  along  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Tamina  forces 
its  way.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
point  tor  obtaining  a  ^neral  view  of 
the  baths  and  this  singular  spot  in 
which  they  are  sunken.  On  looking 
over  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  you 
perceive,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
at  the  depth  of  300  feet  below,  the 
roofs  of  the  two  large  buildings,  like 
cotton  factories  in  size  and  structure. 
The  upper  valley,  also,  with  its  carpet 
of  brignt  green,  its  woods,  and  the 
bare  limestone  cUfis  which  border  it 
on  either  hand,  and  above  all,  the 
huge  peak  of  the  Falkniss,  rising  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine,  form 
a  magnificent  landscape. 

A  char-road  runs  from  the  top  of  the 
Steige  along  the  rt.  bank  of  tne  Ta- 
mina, through  a  wood  and  meadows, 
to 

The  Convent  ofPfefers^  avast  edi- 
fice, but  not  otherwise  remarkable  : 
it  was  built  1665,  in  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  firo.  It  encloses  a  church 
in  the  centre,  like  all  the  convents  of 
the  Benedictine  order.  It  is  finely 
placed  on  an  elevated  mountain-plat- 
form, commanding,  on  one  side,  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine,  backed  by  the 
migestic  Falkniss  ;  on  the  other,  open- 
ing out  towards  the  lake  of  WaUen- 


stadt  and  the  peaks  of  the  Sieben 
Kurfursten.  This  Benedictine  mo- 
nastery, founded  713,  was  suppressed, 
after  an  existence  of  10  centuries,  in 
1838^  by  a  decree  of  the  government 
of  the  canton  of  St.  Gall,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  finances  of  the  convent 
having  become  involved,  and  at  the 
request  of  a  majority  of  the  brethren. 
The  Government  pensioned  the  ab- 
bot and  the  monies >  agents  of  tho 
canton  took  possession  of  the  convent 
and  all  that  belonged  to  it,  and  have 
converted  it  into  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  convent  once  possessed  a  very 
extensive  territory;  its  abbots  were 
princes;  but  the  French,  as  usual,  ap- 
propriated their  revenues;  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  French  rule,  but  a 
small  part  of  their  property  was  re- 
stored to  them,  including  the  bath<<. 
This  is  now  appropriated  to  pious 
works,  the  education  of  the  people,  &c. 
The  revenues  of  the  convent  were 
valued  at  216,365  Swiss  florins. 

Near  the  eonvent  stands  the  ruined 
castle  of  Wartenstein, 

A  .pretty,  but  bad,  char-road  zig- 
zagging down  through  woods  leads 
from  the  convent  back  to  Hof  Ra- 
gatz. 

The  pedestrian  going  to  Coire  need 
not  return  to  Ragatz  after  ascending 
the  Steige,  but  may  pass  the  convent 
and  proceed  to  the  Untere-Zoil- 
Briicke;  or  he  may  proceed  to  Rei- 
chenau  by  Kunkels  (see  below,  d). 

The  Kalanda,  or  Galandaberg  (the 
mountain  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina, above  the  old  baths,  which  se- 
parates the  valley  from  that  of  the 
Rhine),  is  sometimes  ascended  on  ac- 
count of  the  view  from  its  top— a 
5-hours*  climb.  Rough  accommoda- 
tion for  the  night  may  be  obtained  at 
the  ch&lets  called  Obem  Maiensas^y 
about  2  hrs.  below  the  summit  Many 
other  interesting  Excursions  may  be 
conveniently  ma!de  from  Hof  Ragatz, 
but  there  appear  to  be  no  good  saaidlc- 
horses. 

a.  To  Luxignsteig,  a  remarkable  for- 
tified pass,  beyond  the  Rhine,  1^ 
league  from  Ragatz,  between  the 
FUischberg  and  Uie  Falkniss.    The 
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ascent  of  the  Fldschberg  from  Luzien- 
steig  Is  now  made  bj  a  carriage-road 
reaching  in  succession  the  ?arious 
forts,  and  the  view  from  its  top,  and 
down  the  tremendous  precipice  which 
scarps  one  side  of  it,  is  very  striking. 

b.  To  the  Priittigau  and  Fideris 
(Bte.  98),  returning  by  the  Schalfik. 

c.  To  the  top  of  the  Graue  ffdmer, 
an  ascent  requiring  5  hrs. — 8760  ft. — 
whence  you  may  see  the  Lake  of 
Constance  over  the  peaks  of  the 
Kurfursten. 

cL  By  the  Kunkeis  pass  to  Keichenau 
on  the  Splugen.  This  pass  is  not 
very  striking,  but  is  a  cnange  firom 
the  high  roiuL  There  is  a  tolerable 
char-road  to  Y attis,  and  in  fiict  a  char 
might  be  taken  to  the  foot  of  the  coL 
The  char-road  goes  past  the  convent, 
but  the  pedestrian  can  go  by  the 
old  baths,  and  ascend  the  Steige,  the 
path  from  which  falls  into  the  char- 
road.  The  char-road  proceeds  along 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tamina,  past 
many  small  slate-works,  to  the  hamlet 
of  Vadura.  The  valley  is  here  tole- 
rably wide  and  fertile;  soon  afterwards 
however  it  contracts  and  becomes 
walled  in  with  tremendous  precipices 
on  each  side,  pines  growing  on  them 
wherever  there  is  room.  In  1  hr. 
1 5  min.  from  the  top  of  the  Steige  the 
valley  turns  to  the  rt.  and  opens  out, 
then  Vattia  is  reached,  a  small  village 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
where  bread  and  wine,  and  perhaps  a 
bed,  might  be  procured.  The  path 
now  keeps  to  the  L  over  green  mea- 
dows, the  bare  precipices  of  the  Ca- 
landa  overhangmg  on  the  L  The 
numerous  ch&lets  of  Kunkeis  are  next 
reached,  and  then  the  foot  of  the  col, 
where  the  1.  path  must  be  taken;  and 
a  steep  ascent  of  20  min.  leads  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.  There  is  not  much 
view  from  the  col  itself.  Keeping 
again  1.,  the  path  plunges  into  the 
ravine  of  Foppa^  ana  by  a  very  steep 
descent,  affording  occasionally  fine 
views  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
Tamins  is  reached  and  then  Keiche- 
nau (Rte.  87).    Time^  fair  walking — 


Ragau.  '  hTB.  min. 

Steige 1       0 

Vattis 2       0 

Kunkeis l     25 

Col 0     60 

Beichenan.     .     «     .     .     1      20 


Total 


6i 


A  French  detachment  crossed  this 
pass  in  1799,  drove  out  the  Austrians, 
and  plundered  Tamins. 

e.  The  excursion  up  the  Kalfenser- 
Thal  towards  the  elaciers  of  the  Sar- 
dona  is  seldom  ma^e,  but  the  scenery 
is  very  grand.  As  far  as  Vattis  the 
oath  is  the  same  as  that  over  the 
Kunkeis.  There  is  a  nass,  said  to  be 
very  difficult,  over  the  oardona  glacier 
to  Films  (Rte.  79). 

/.  Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
into  Italy  may  visit  the  Via  Mala  and 
return  in  a  long  day. 


The  rly.  now  crosses  the  Rhine 
by  a  covered  wooden  bridge,  and 
passes  out  of  canton  St.  Gall  into 
the  Grisons,  to 

Mayenfeld  Stat,  {Inn:  Alte  Post), 
a  little  walled  town  immediately 
opposite  to  Ragatz,  and  about  12 
"m.  from  Coire,  containine^  an  an- 
cient tower  said  to  have  been  built 
in  the  4th  cent,  by  the  £mperor 
Constantius.  The  valley  of^  the 
Rhine  has  a  grand  appearance  from 
this  point.  The  peak  of  the  Falk- 
niss  IS  a  conspicuous  and  striking 
object  in  the  view  to  the  N.E.  The 
Rhine  alone  is  unpicturesque,  from 
the  width  of  its  bed  and  the  large 
space  of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  left 
bare  in  summer.  Its  bed  is  constantly 
rising,  so  as  to  threaten  more  fearful 
inundations;  and  a  plan  has  been 
proposed,  by  M.  la  Nieca,  of  cutting  a 
new  channel  for  its  unruly  stream^ 
from  this  point  as  fiur  as  the  Lake 
of  Constance.  The  railroad  to  Coire 
is  carried  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  crossing  the 

Landquart  {Stat.),  an  impetuous  tor- 
rent, descending  from  the  valley  of 
Prattigau  (Rte.  98),  which  here  enters 
the  Rhine.    Diligence  to  Davos. 

Beyond  this,  the  Convent  of  Ffeffers 
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is  riaible  from  the  road;  the  snowy 
heights  of  the  Calanda  rise  into  sight 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Khine; 
and  the  ruins  of  feudal  castles,  perched 
upon  rocky  knolls,  overlooking  the 
valley,  give  a  highly  picturesque  cha- 
racter to  the  scene.  One  of  the  most 
conspicuous  is  Haldenstein,  nearly  op- 
posite  Coire.    The  last  station  is 

Zizers  (Inn :  Krone),  near  which  is 
Molinara,  the  fine  country-seat  of  the 
Bishops  of  Coire. 

From  the  valleys  on  each  side  be- 
tween the  mountams  proceed  torrents, 
which  have  borne  aown  the  debris 
oi  the  mountains,  and  have  thereby 
formed  long  hills,  reaching  to  the 
Rhine.  The  highest  parts  of  these 
hills,  next  the  mountains,  must  be 
several  hundred  feet  high,  whence 
they  gradually  slope  away.  The  road 
regularly  ascends  the  hUls,  crosses 
the  bed  of  the  torrent  at  the  top,  and 
then  descends. 

Coire  Terminus  (Germ.  Chvr ;  Ro- 
mansch,  Cuerou)  —  Inns:  ♦H.  Luk- 
manier,  near  the  rly.  stat.,  good  and 
moderate ; — Weisses  Kreute  (White 
Cross),  and  Freyeck,  united;— Capri- 
corn, or  Steinbock,  outside  the  town, 
civil  people  \  good.  The  wine  of  the 
Valteline  is  generally  consumed  in 
the  Orisons,  but  Completer^  which 
grows  on  the  Rhine,  near  Malans,  is 
very  good,  and  should  by  all  means 
be  tried  here. 

Coire,  capital  of  the  Orisons,  the 
Curia  Rcstorum  of  the  Romans,  is  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  7560  Inhab. 
rnoo  Rom.  Catholics),  about  a  mile 
from  the  Rhine.  Its  prosperity  arises 
almost  entirely  from  the  high  roads 
upon  which  it  stands,  which  form  the 
channel  of  conmiunication  from  Italy 
into  Switzerland  and  Western  Oer- 
many.  Coire  is  the  staple  place  of  the 
goods  transported  over  the  two  great 
Alpine  carriage-roads  of  the  Spliigen 
and  Bemardin.  It  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  of  the  Orisons;  a 
member  of  which  claims  the  title  of 
"Your  Wisdom"  ("Euer  Weisheit"). 

The  town  has  narrow  streets,  and 
stands  on  uneven  eround,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  magnncient  Olen  of  the 
Sofialfik-thal ;  some  ourious  domestic 


architecture  will  be  found  in  it.  The 
Bishop's  Palace  and  the  quarter  around 
it,  inhabited  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
occupy  the  summit  of  an  eminence 
and  are  separated  from  the  rest  by 
walls  and  battlements,  closed  by  double 
gates.  Here  is  situated  the  Ch,  of  St. 
LuduSj  or  the  Dom^  a  curious  example 
of  early  pointed  Oothic,  including 
fragments  of  earlier  buildings.  It 
is  entered  from  the  W.  by  a  round- 
arched  portal  supported  on  monsters. 
The  choir  is  raised  on  steps,  leaving 
open  to  the  nave  the  crypt  beneath, 
which  rests  on  a  single  pier,  whose 
base  is  a  monster.  The  statues  of 
the  Four  Evangelists,  Janus-like,  in 
pairs,  standing  upon  lions,  are  very 
ancient.  There  are  singular  old  carv- 
ing^ and  paintings,  and  numerous 
monuments  of  the  noble  Orison  fami- 
lies. There  is  a  sacraments-house 
with  metal  door,  and  two  other  fine 
shrines,  and  some  candlesticks  of  metaL 
In  the  sacristy  are  preserved  the 
bones  of  St.  Lucius,  a  British  king, 
.and  the  founder  of  St.  Peter's  Ch., 
Cornhill,  and  some  specimens  of  church 
plate,  a  bishop's  crozier,  a  monstrance 
of  the  14th  centy.,  shrines,  &c. 

The  Episcopal  Palace  (Hof),  near 
the  church,  is  an  antique  building ; 
the  staircase  and  halls  are  sing^arly 
decorated  with  stucco  work.  The 
bishop's  private  chapel  is  in  the  heart 
of  an  old  Roman  tower  called  Mars6(, 
attached  to  the  N.E.  side  of  the  palace. 
St.  Lucius  was  put  to  death  in  this 
tower.  In  another  wing  is  a  rude 
Dance  of  Death,  much  mutilated. 
There  is  a  second  Roman  iovfer,Spin6l, 
in  an  angle  of  the  walls. 

Behind  the  Palace  is  a  kind  of  ra- 
vine, lined  with  vineyards,  across  which 
a  path  leads  to  the  Homan  Catliolic  Se^ 
minaryy  from  which  is  a  picturesque 
view  of  the  town.  There  is  a  consider- 
able collection  of  Romansch  literature 
in  the  Library  of  the  Cantonal  Schools. 

Besides  the  roads  from  Coire  to 
Itoly,  by  the  Spliigen  (Rte.  87)  and 
Bemardin  (Rte.  91),  several  roads 
lead  in  different  directions  through 
the  Orisons. 

DUigenoes  every  day  to  Milan,  by 
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the  Splttgen,  in  29  hrs. ;  to  Bellinzona, 
by  the Bemardin,  in  17  hrs.;  to  Sama- 
den  (daily)  in  12  hrs.,  and  the  En- 
gadine,  over  the  Julier  Pass.  (See 
Bte.  92.) 

The  Bomansch  or  Bumonsch  Lcmgwtgei 

The  Bomansch  (properly  the  Bceto- 
Bomansch)  langpiage  is  one  of  those 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  middle 
ages,  took  their  rise  from  the  common 
or  Rustic  Latin  (Lingua  Romana 
rustica),  spoken  in  different  parts  of 
the  Roman  empire  in  Europe.  The 
ProTengal  of  the  S.  of  France  is  ano- 
ther, and  the  Wallachian  (Romouni) 
is  a  third  of  these  tongues  stiU  exist- 
ing. The  Reeto-Romansch  was  at  one 
time  spoken  all  through  the  Roman 
province  of  Bcetia^  which  included  the 
modern  countries  of  the  Grisons,  the 
Tyrol,  and  the  adjacent  districts  of 
Switzerland  and  S.  Germany,  where 
many  Romansch  proper  names  of 
places  still  remain,  though  the  inha- 
Ditants  speak  German.  Besides  a  con- 
siderable mixture  of  pure  German, 
the  Rsto-Romansch  contains  several 
hundred  words,  relating  to  Alpine  life 
and  occupations,  derived  from  the 
aboriginal  Alpine  tribes,  whom  Livy 
asserts  to  have  been  related  to  the 
Etruscans. 

The  population  of  the  Grisons,  in 
1850,  amounted  to  88,935,  of  whom 
about  50,000  speak  Romansch,  30,000 
German,  and  8000  Italian  (in  the  S. 
districts  of  Misocco,  Bregaglia,  and 
Pnschiavo).  As  regards  grammatical 
differences,  the  Romansch  of  the 
Grisons  is  divided  into  three  principal 
dialects,  which  prevail  in — 1.  The 
Upper  Eneadine;  2.  Lower  Engadine; 
3.  The  Oberland,  or  country  "  above 
and  below  the  forest" 

The  literature  of  the  Rseto-Ro- 
mansch  language  dates  back  to  the 
latter  half  of  Uie  fifteenth  century, 
beginning  with  popular  songs  relating 
to  warlike  exploits,  succeeded  in  1525 
by  an  epic  poem  by  Johannes  Travers, 
a  chief  actor  in  the  events  he  describes. 
The  first  printed  book  was  the  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament  into  the 
dialect  of  the  Upper  Engadine   by 


Tachem  Bifrun,  a  lawyer  of  Samaden. 
It  was  published  1560,  and  had  great 
influence  in  the  extensive  spread  of 
the  Reformation  through  the  whole 
Rietian  Valley  of  the  Inn.  It  was 
followed  by  other  translations  of  the 
whole  Bible,  by  books  of  prayer,  cate- 
chisms, &C.,  throughout  the  Romansch 
Grisons;  and  the  example  set  by  the 
Protestants  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  Roman  Cathoucs. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grisons  are  bilinguals,  who,  if  they 
n>eak  Romansch,  speak  Italian  or 
German  likewise.  The  laws  are  written 
and  the  edicts  of  Government  are  pub- 
lished in  Romansch,  and  there  are  two 
Romansch  newspapers  —  'Amity  del 
Piever  (the  Friend  of  the  People), 
ultramontane,  published  at  Coire  in 
the  dialect  of  the  Oberland,  and  the 
liberal  *  Gazetta  d'Inngiadina,'  in  that 
of  the  Lower  Engadine. 

The  traveller  in  the  Grisons  may 
be  reminded  that,  the  Romansch  names 
of  places,  of  two  syllables,  generally 
have  the  accent  on  the  last  syllable, 
as  Ard^z,  Gem^z,  Lavin,  Mascin,  Ra- 
gatz,  Sargans,  and  that  the  Romansch 
names  of  many  places  differ  materially 
from  the  German:  e,g.,  Disentis,  Bom, 
Muster;  Brigels,  Bom.  Breil;  Walters- 
burg,  Bom.  IJors;  Ems,  Bom,  Dommat 

History  and  Government  of  the  Oraw 
bunden  or  Grisons. — It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  conspiracy  on  the  Griltii, 
m  1307,  and  the  exploits  of  Tell,  gave 
freedom  to  the  whole  country  now  called 
Switzerland,  or  even  influenced  more 
than  a  very  small  part  of  it — the  Forest 
cantons — except  m  as  far  as  such  a 
spirit-stirring  example  is  capable  of  in- 
fluencing the  minds  of  a  neighbouring 
people.  For  more  than  a  century  after 
the  first  Swiss  union,  that  part  of  the 
country  of  Rhsetia  now  called  Grisons 
groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  almost 
numberless  petty  lords,  who,  though 
they  possessed  but  a  few  acres  of  land, 
or  even  no  more  than  the  number  of 
square  feet  on  which  their  castle  stood, 
yet  assumed  the  rights  of  independent 
sovereignty,  waging  perpetual  petty 
war  with  their  neighbours — oppress- 
ing their  own  subjects,  and  pillaging 

ii2 


220 


ROUTE  67. — BBEQENZ  TO  OOIRE. 


Sect  I. 


all  travellers  —  the  ancient  form  of 
levying  duties  and  customs.    The  best 
notion  of  the  state  of  society  which 
existed  during  this  period  of  the  Fau- 
strecht  (club  law),  may    be  formed 
from  the    quantity   of   feudal    ruins 
which  stud  not  only  the  main  valleys 
of  the  Rhine,  but  even  the  lateral  val- 
leys and  gorges  of  the  Rhsetian  Alps. 
At  last  a  day  of  retribution  came. 
The  peasants  rose  in  revolt  and  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  the  nobles — with  less 
violence    than    might    be    expected, 
chiefly  because  the  ?reat  ecclesiastical 
potentates,  the  Bi^op  of  Coire,  the 
Abbots  of  St.  Gall  and  Disentis,  and 
some  of  the  more  influential  barons, 
sided  with  the  peasants,  directing,  in- 
stead of  opposing,  the  popular  feeling. 
The  result  of  this  was  the  Grison 
Confederacy  ( 1 47 1 ),  quite  distinct  from 
the  Swiss  Confederacy,  composed  of 
Three  Leagues  (Biinden)^the  Upper, 
or  Grey  League    (Ober,   or    Graue 
Bund),  1424  (named  from  the  simple 
grey  home-spun  coats  of  those  oy 
whom  it  was  formed)  ;  the  League  of 
God's  House  (Ca  D^  in  Homansch,  in 
Germ.   Gotteshaus  Bund),  so  called 
from  the  church  of  Coire,  the  head  and 
capital  of  this  league,  1396  ;  and  the 
League    of    the     Ten    Jurisdictions 
(2jenn-Gerichte),  of  which  Mayenfcld 
is  chief  town  (1428). 

The  government  produced  by  this 
revolution  presented  a  remarkable  ex- 
ample of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
ana  of  universal  suffrage.  Not  only 
every  valley,  but  in  some  cases  every 
parish,  or  even  hamlet,  in  a  valley,  be- 
came an  independent  commonwealth, 
with  a  government  of  its  own,  with 
peculiarlocal  administrativerights  and 
privileges.  Sometimes  one  of  these 
tree  states,  sometimes  several  together, 
formed  a  commune  or  schnitze,  lite- 
rally slice  (gemeinde  or  gericht)  ; 
each  commune  had  its  own  general 
assembly,  in  which  every  citizen  of  the 
age  of  18,  sometimes  younger,  had  a 
vote,  and  by  which  the  magistrates 
and  authorities,  down  to  the  parson 
and  schoolmaster,  were  elected.  With 
such  a  complication  of  machinery, 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any 
government  oonld  have  been  carried 


on ;  and  we  accordingly  find  the 
history  of  the  Grisons  httle  better 
than  a  long  series  of  bickerings,  feuds, 
revolts,  conspiracies,  massacres,  in- 
trigues, and  peculations.  The  wisest 
decisions  of  the  diet  of  the  canton 
were  annulled  or  frustrated  by  the 
votes  of  the  general  assemblies,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  interest  or  caprice  of 
the  most  influential  popular  leader 
might  sway  these  meetmgs  at  the  mo- 
ment Two  great  families,  those  of 
Planta  and  De  Salis,  in  the  end,  long 
monopolised  the  chief  influence,  as 
well  as  the  patronage  and  offices  of 
the  federal  government.  Such  was 
the  practical  result  of  this  democracy 
of  the  purest  form  in  theory. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  1 5th  centy. 
the  Grisons  concluded  a  permanent 
alliance  with  the  Swiss,  and  in  1525 
conquered  Chiavenna  and  the  Valte- 
line,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they 
treated  in  the  most  oppressive  and 
tyrannical  manner  until  thev  were 
separated  in  1 7  98.  In  1 8 14  the  Prisons 
became  a  Swiss  canton. 

A  new  local  and  administrativo 
organization  of  the  canton  of  the  Gri- 
sons was  introduced  in  June,  1851. 
According  to  this,  the  old  historic 
names  and  divisions  are  abolished, 
and  the  canton  is  portioned  out  into 
14  districts,  39  circles,  and  205  com- 
munes or  parishes. 


ROUTE  67. 

BREGENZ  TO  COIRE,  BT  VADUZ. 

The  direct  route  from  the  Tyrol  to 
eastern  Switzerland  is  by  the  high- 
road of  the  Vorarlberg,  which  quits 
the  valley  of  the  lun  at  Landeck,  and 
euters  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  at 
Feldkirch.  Diligences  from  Landeck 
to  Bregenz  daily,  in  about  18  hre. 
Pedestrians  may  reach  Bregens  from 
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the  Tyrol,  or  the  Bayarian  Alps, 
through  the  beautiftil  valley  of  the 
Bregenzer  Ach,  a  monntain  torrent 
which,  after  a  course  of  about  S5  m., 
falls  into  the  Lake  of  Constance  a  little 
8.W.  of  BregenK.  The  quickest  way 
fh>m  Bregenz  to  Coire  is  to  take  the 
steamer  to  Rorschach,  and  the  rly. 
thence  to  Coire  (see  Rte.  66).  Those 
who  wi»h  to  see  the  country  may 
prefer  to  take  the  carriage-road  along 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Bregenz,  Inna :  Oesterreichischer 
Hof;  Post,  or  Goldener  Adler; 
^'chwarzer  Adler ;  Krone.  (See  Hand- 
book FOR  Southern  Gbrxant.) 
From  40  to  50  fr.  is  asked  for  a  carriage 
to  RagatJB,  or  to  Mayenfeld,  where  the 
rly.  to  Coire  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Rhine.  Diligence  daily  from 
Bregenz  to  Feldkircn.  It  is  a  drive 
of  7  leagues  =  21  .  m.  to  Feldkirdi 
(Inns:  Post ;  Engel  Gabriel),  the  fron- 
tier town  of  Austria,  finely  situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  the  valley 
of  the  111,  throu^  which  lies  the 
high-road  to  the  Tyrol.  Travellers 
from  Innsbruck  or  Botzen,  bound  for 
Coire,  should  take  their  places  only  to 
Feldkirch.  About  1  m.  out  of  the 
town  the  road  quits  the  Austrian  ter- 
ritory to  enter  the  principality  of 
Lichtenstein,  one  of  the  smallest 
sovereign  States  in  Europe,  measuring 
about  12  m.  in  length  by  3  or  4  in 
breadth.  The  Prince  has  very  large 
possessions  in  Austria,  and  usually 
nolds  a  high  position  at  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  not   caring    to    exercise  in 

?er8on  his  rights  of  miniature  royalty, 
le  is,  however,  a  member  of  the 
Germanic  Confederation,  and  contri- 
butes 55  men  to  the  Federal  army  I 
The  high-road  traverses  Vaduz,  the 
capital  of  this  minute  State,  and  about 
A  m.  farther  Baiters  {Inn:  Post), 
formerly  a  post-station,  at  the  foot  of 
the  heights,  which  are  crowned  by  the 
fortress  of  Luziensteig,  contested  be- 
tween the  Swiss  and  Austrians  in  the 
15th  centy.  and  Thirty  Years  War 
(1621-24),  and  in  the  war  of  the  French 
Revolution  ( 1 799-1 800).  It  was  rebuilt 
1830.  Near  Belzers  is  a  ferry  across 
the  Rhine  by  which  Ragatz  is  reached 
sooner  than  by  Mayenfeld.  4^  m.  far- 


ther, and  about  18  m.  from  Feldkirch, 
is  Mayenfeld  Stat  Thence  to  Coire 
by  rly.  (Rte.  66), 


ROUTE  68. 

BORSCRACH,  OR  ST.  OALI.,  TO  GATS  AND 
APPENZELL ;  WITH  EXCURST0N8  TO  THE 
WEISSBAD,  THE  TKJLDKIRCHLEIN,  AND 
THE  UOCH  8ENTIS. 

The  canton  Appenzell  lies  somewhat 
out  of  the  beat  of  travellers,  com* 
pletely  surrounded  (enclave)  by  the 
territory  of  canton.  St  Gall,  and  shut 
in,  at  its  S.  extremity,  by  the  Alps  ; 
on  which  side  no  great  high  rosd^t 
pass  through  it  Appenzell  itself  lie- 
in  a  cul-de-sac  of  the  mountains,  ext 
cept  for  such  as  will  traverse  difficuls 
paths  over  the  high  Alps  and  glaciers. 
On  this  account,  it  is  but  little  visited 
by  English  travellers.  It  originally 
belonged  to  the  leaeue  of  Imperial 
Towns  under  a  bailfi,  but  in  151.3  it 
joined  the  Swiss  cantons  as  the  13th 
and  last  canton  of  Switzerland  before 
1798.  The  canton  is  dirided  into 
2  parts  or  districts,  called  Bhodm, 
quite  independent  of  each  other, 
but  enjoying  only  one  vote  at  the 
diet  Outer  Rhoden  is  a  very  Uiickly 
peopled  district,  having  8781  Inhab. 
to  the  Germ.  sq«  mile,  who  are 
Protestants.  These  are  almost  ex* 
clusively  engaged  in  manufactures, 
chiefly  of  cotton,  muslin,  tambouring, 
&C.  Inner  Rhoden,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  land  of  herdsmen,  and  is  Roman 
Catholic;  its  high  and  bleak  moun- 
tains produoe  nothing  but  rich  pas- 
turage and  sweet  ^rass,  upon  which 
vast  herds    of  eattie  are  fed.     The 

Sovemment,  in  both  states,  is  a  pure 
emooracy  :    the  General  Assembly, 
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or  Landeagemeinde,  is  composed 
of  every  male  born  in  the  canton. 
In  trayelling  throagh  this  somewhat 
primitive  district,  two  unusual  objects 
may  attract  the  traveller's  attention, — 
the  pillory,  by  the  road-side,  furnished 
with  a  collar  (carcan),  a  hole  for  the 
neck,  a  padlock,  and  a  chain  ;  and 
the  bone^house,  or  osauaire,  in  the 
churchyards,  destined  to  receive  the 
skulls  and  bones,  which,  after  lying 
a  certain  number  of  years  below 
ground,  are  dug  up  to  make  room 
for  others}  and,  having  been  ticketed 
and  labelled  with  the  names  of  their 
owner,  are  laid  out  for  show  on  shelves 
in  the  bone-house. 

There  is  an  appearance  of  pro- 
sperity, of  cleanliness  and  neatness  in 
Ausser  Rhoden,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ing. The  green  hill-sides  to  their 
rerj  top  are  studded  with  cheerful 
looking  houses,  the  dwellingpi  of  the 
peasants.  The  villages  of  Trogen, 
Teufien,  and  Speicher  are  highly  in- 
teresting, for,  though  the  houses  are  of 
wood,  they  are  tastily  and  comfort- 
ably built,  and  most  of  them  with  a 
well-tended  garden  befbre  them.  In 
fact  many  persons  of  ample  fortune 
reside  in  these  little  towns,  much  of 
the  Swiss  muslin  being  made  or  em- 
broidered here  for  SL  Gall  houses. 
Every  cottage  is  filled  with  females 
assiduously  busied  in  embroidery.  But 
a  remarkable  change  greets  the  tra- 
veller, on  entering  Roman  Catholic 
Inner  Rhoden,  from  Protestant  Outer 
Rhoden.  He  exchanges  cleanliness 
and  industry  for  filth  and  beggary. 
What  may  he  the  cause  of  this  is  not 
a  subject  suitable  for  discussion  here. 
The  Appenzellers  are  passionately 
fond  of  gymnastic  exercises;  and  a 
part  of  every  holiday  is  devoted  to 
wrestling  and  boxing  matches.  Hurl- 
ing the  stone  is  another  fk^quent  ex- 
ercise. A  mass  of  rock,  varying  in 
weight  from  half  to  a  whole  cwt,  is 
poiMd  on  the  shoulder,  and  then  cast 
forward  a  distance  of  several  feet 
In  1805  a  man  of  UmSsch  hurled  a 
stone,  weighing  184  lbs.,  10  ft  The 
AnpenzeUers  are  also  capital  shots: 
rifie-matches  are  held  in  summer  on 
almost  every  Sunday,  and  the  crack- 


ing reports  resound  on  all  sides. 
The  laws  of  the  canton  (especially  of 
Outer  Rhoden)  restrict  dancing  to  3 
or  4  days  of  the  year;  but,  as  the 
people  are  much  addicted  to  this 
amusement,  the  law  is  frequently  in* 
firinged,  and  the  peasants  will  often 
cross  Uie  frontier  of  the  canton  in 
order  to  enjoy  unmolested  their  fa- 
vourite amusement  Beine  less  over- 
run by  strangers  than  other  parts  of 
Switzerland,  me  prices  at  inns,  charges 
for  guides,  horses,  &c.,  are  lower  than 
elsewhere. 

Although  the  mountains  of  the 
canton  AppenEell  are  not  of  the  first 
order  of  magnitude,  there  are  few  dis- 
tricts in  the  Alps  which  will  better 
reward  the  lover  of  nature  who  may 
be  tempted  to  spend  some  days  or 
weeks  in  exploriog  its  recesses.  For 
pedestrians  arriving  by  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  it  offers  the  most  direct 
and  agreeable  route  for  commencing 
a  walking  tour  in  the  Alps.  It  is 
easily  accessible  by  good  carriage- 
roads  fh>iii  the  £.  and  W.;  and, 
though  little  frequented  by  English 
tourists,  it  is  annually  visited  by  fiirge 
numbers  of  German  and  Swiss  visitors, 
who  chiefly  come  for  the  sake  of  the 
cure  de  petit  hit,  or  molken  cur,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
health.  This  '*cure'^  consists  in  a 
course  of  drinking  goats*-whey,  here 
called  echottenf  which  is  brought  in 
large  quantities  every  morning,  still 
warm,  to  the  establishments  fre- 
quented by  the  seekers  for  health. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  benefit 
is  often  derived,  but  it  may  be  allow- 
able to  believe  that  the  pure  mountain 
air,  healthful  exercise,  and  regular 
life,  have  as  large  a  share  in  the  efiect 
as  the  goats'-wfaey.  The  principal 
establishments  of  this  kind  are  at 
Gais,  Weissbad,  Heiden,  Gonten,  and 
Umasch. 

From  the  village  of  Rorschach 
there  is  a  carriage-road  for  about 
5  m.,  chiefly  uphill  (omnibus  takes 
nearly  2  hrs.),  to 

Wienachter   Eck.      Here    flags    are 

Suarried  out  of  the  regularly  strati- 
ed  sandstone,  and  sent  away  into 
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Grermany  and  Holland.  1^  m.  to  Grvb 
Kathoiiach,  aod  then  Grub  Refortnirt, 
From  hence  it  is  an  hoar's  walk  to 
Heiden,  but  pedestrians  may  go  direct 
to  Trogen,  passing  over  the  summit  of 
the  Kaien,  a  hill  3668  ft.  in  height, 
commanding  a  fine  view.  Turning 
to  the  rt.,  or  somewhat  W.  of  S.,  below 
eh.  of  the  Reformirt  Omb,  the  summit 
is  reached  in  I  hr. ;  descent  to  Progen 
ii  hr.,  or  less. 

JBeiden.  (Inm:  Freyhof,  good, 
rooms  7  fr.  to  12  fr.  a-week  for 
persons  making  a  stay ;  Lioo  ( Lowe), 
clean  and  cheap ;  Krone ;  Linde.)  In 
addition  to  the  whey-cure  there  are 
mineral  waters  here,  and  it  is  much 
frequented  during  the  summer.  This 
pretty  Tillage,  rebuilt  since  1838, 
when  it  was  burnt  to  the  ground, 
lies  in  the  midst  of  pleasing  pastoral 
scenery,  and  many  agreeable  excur- 
sions may  be  made. 

a.  About  4  m.  S.  of  Heiden  from 
the  little  ch.  of  St.  Anthony  {St,  An- 
Umi  Capelle\  a  beautiful  view  is 
gained,  lookins  over  the  Talley  of 
the  Rhine,  and  part  of  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  and  at  the  opposite  ranges 
of  the  Vorarlberg  and  Lichtenstein 
mountains. 

^  6.  The  top  of  the  Kaien,  above  men- 
tioned, is  reached  from  Heiden  in 
li  hr.  It  is  about  5  m.  by  a  good 
road  from  Heiden  to 

Trogen  {Inn:  Schafie),  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  Appenzeli  ( Ausser- 
Rhoden).  From  hence  to  Gais  there 
is  a  carriage-road  by  Biihler,  making 
a  considerable  circuit;  for  pedes- 
trians the  more  agreeable  route  is 
over  the  hill  of  the  Gabris  (2  hrs.  to 
Gais).  Finger-posts  are  very  nu- 
merous on  the  hills  in  this  district,  so 
that  a  pedestrian  need  rarely  be  at 
fault.  The  top  of  the  Gabris  is  mucb 
overgrowu  by  forest ;  so  that,  although 
somewhat  higher  than  the  Kaien,  and 
nearer  to  the  high  range  of  the  Sentis, 
the  yiew  is  less  attractive,  and  few 
travellers  will  think  it  worth  while  to 
tarn  out  of  the  direct  path,  which  lies 
over  the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  to 


Ga%8 — Thns:  Ochs,  largest;  Lamm, 
clean  and  cheap;  Krone.  The  bread 
is  very  good  here.  This  little  vil- 
lage of  neat  timber  cottages,  mostly 
converted  into  lodgine.houses  by  the 
peasants  their  owners,  irr^ularly  scat- 
tered over  lawn-like  meacfows,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  open  country,  with  nothing 
but  green  pastures  around,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  3000  ft  above  the  sea^leveL 
Yet  the  reputation  of  its  pure  and 
bracing  air,  and  of  its  cure  of  goats' 
whey,  annually  attract  hither  many 
hundred  invalids  from  all  parts  of 
continental  Europe  ;  and  daring  the 
season,  in  July  and  Augpist,  the  prin- 
cipal inns  are  generally  fhlL 

The  peasants'  houses  are  particu- 
larly clean,  trimly  painted  outside,  as 
though  they  had.  just  issued  from  a 
bandbox.  The  native  songs  of  the 
cow-herds  and  dairy-maids  of  Appen- 
lell  are  highly  melodious. 

Gais  lies  in  view  of  the  Sentis  and 
its  chain ;  a  noble  object ;  and  at 
the  S.  side  of  the  Odbrisj  which  may 
be  reached  with  little  trouble  in  1  hr. 
on  horseback.    Guide  2  fr. 

Gais  is  the  most  central  place  in 
Appenzeli,  seyeral  roads  meeting 
there: — 

1.  From  St  Gall  by  Trogen  (see 
above). 

2.  Another,  more  frequented,  leaves 
the  canton  of  St  G«ll,  and  enters  that 
of  Appensell  (Ausser-Rhoden)  a  little 
before  reaching,  by  an  excellent  but 
hilly  road, 

Teuffen — (/fins;  Hechtgood;  Lin- 
den ;  Bar).  The  inhabitants  of  this 
flourishing  village  of  neat  cottages  are 
chiefly  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 
embroidery  of  muslin.  Grubenmann, 
the  carpenter,  who  built  the  celebrated 
bridge  of  one  arch  at  Schaffhausen, 
wasbom  here,  and  built  the  ch. 

3.  From  Herisau  (Kte.  69)  a  char- 
road,  about  15  m..  by  Gonten  and 
Umasch,  where  there  are  establish* 
ments  for  the  whey-cure. 

4.  From  Altstetten  (Rte.  66).  The 
new  road  avoids  the  higher  part 
of  the  hill :  on   the  old  road,  2  m. 

,  to  the  E.  of  Gais,  is  the   Chapel  of 
I  Sto$9^  erected  on  Uie  suuunit  of  the 
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steep  pass  leading  down  to  the  Rhine 
Thai,  to  commemorate  the  almost 
incredible  victory  gained  by  400  men 
of  Appenzell  over  3000  Austrians  in 
1405.  The  Archduke  of  Austria  and 
the  Abbot  of  St  Gall  had  hoped  to 
take  the  Swiss  by  surprise  with  this 
preponderating  force.  But  a  handful 
of  the  mountaineers,  under  the  conduct 
of  Count  Rudolph  of  Werdenberg,  as- 
sembled in  haste,  gave  them  battle, 
and  defeated  the  invaders,  with  a  loss 
of  900  men,  losine  only  20  of  their  own 
party.  The  blood  of  the  slain  is  said  to 
have  discoloured  the  mountain-torrent 
which  flowed  past  the  battle-field  as 
far  as  its  influx  into  the  Rhine.  The 
view  from  the  Stoss  over  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  2000  ft.  below,  and  of  the 
snowy  mountains  of  Tyrol  and  Vorarl- 
berg  beyond,  is  of  the  highest  beauty. 
A  very  steep  descent  leads  from  the 
Stoss  to  Altstetten  rly.  stat  (Rte.  66). 


It  is  a  distance  of  3^  m.  S.W.  (there 
is  a  footpath  shorter)  from  Gais  to 

Appenzell — Inns:  Schwartzer  Adler, 
clean  and  very  cheap  ;  Hecht,  good. 
Though  the  chief  place  of  the  district  of 
Inner  Rhoden,  this  is  but  a  large  vil- 
lage of  1400  Inhab.,  consisting  of  old 
houses,  with  two  convents,  and  a  mo- 
dem church  attached  to  a  Gothic  choir, 
painted  with  representations  of  ban- 
ners and  flags  taken  by  the  Appen- 
zellers  in  the  15th  cent,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable  in  it  It  derives 
its  name  from  the  country-seat  of  the 
Abbot  of  St  Gall  (Abten-zelle,  Ab- 
batis  Cella),  having  been  anciently 
built  here,  when  the  country  around 
was  savage. 

The  JLandesgememde^  or  Assembly  of 
the  canton,  meets  on  a  square,  near  a 
lime-tree,  every  year.  In  die  Record 
Oftice,  Archiv,  are  preserved  a  number 
of  banners,  conquered  by  the  Appen- 
Kellers  of  old,  and  the  only  surviving 
trophies  of  their  valour.  Here  are 
the  flags  of  Constance,  Winterthur, 
Feldkirch  ;  the  Tyrolese  banner  and 
free  ensign,  inscribed  **  Hundert  Tau- 
send  Teufel,**  conquered  at  Landek, 
1407 ;    the   Genoese    banner    of   St 


George,  and  two  captured  from  the 
Venetians,  1516,  in  the  battle  of 
AgnadeL 

About  2^  m.  S.E.  of  Appensell 
is  Weissbad,  a  homely  boarding-house 
and  bathing  establishment,  fairly  well 
kept  and  beautifully  situated  in  a 
retired  spot,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sentis, 
surrounded  by  grounds,  from  which 
walks  lead  up  ue  mountains.  The 
house  is  capable  of  accommodating  120 
visitors,  but  the  visitors  and  accom- 
modation are  inferior  to  those  at  Gais. 

In  addition  to  the  cure  of  goats' 
whey,  there  are  mineral  springs  as 
Weissbad,  and  the  bath-houses  con- 
tain 80  baths. 

Excursions. —  a.  To  the  Alpensee,  1 
hour*s  walk :  very  pretty  scene,  suited 
for  ladies. 

Three  small  torrents,  the  Baren 
(or  Sentis)-bach  £.,  the  Schwiinde- 
bach  Sb,  and  the  Weissbach  W.,  issuing 
out  of  3  Alpine  valleys  deeply  fur- 
rowed in  the  sides  of  the  Sentis,  in 
whose  glaciers  they  take  their  rise, 
unite  at  Weissbad,  and  form  the  river 
Sitter. 

b.  About  5  m.  up  the  middle  valley, 
1^  hour's  walk,  is  the  singular 
hermitage  and  chapel  of  the  Wild' 
kirohlehi.  It  is  reached  by  crossing 
the  Alpine  pasture  of  the  Bodmen- 
alp,  which,  in  spite  of  its  elevation, 
is  in  summer  a  perfect  garden,  un- 
folding a  treasure  to  the  botanist, 
and  affording  the  sweetest  herbage  to 
the  cows. 

In  a  recess  scooped  out  of  the  fkce 
of  a  precipice,  170  ft.  above  these 
pastures,  a  little  chapel  has  been 
perched.  It  was  built  1648  by  a  pious 
inhabitant  of  Appenzell,  and  dedi- 
cated to  St  Michael,  and  on  that 
saint's  day  mass  is  celebrated  here 
annually.  A  bearded  Franciscan  used 
to  occupy  the  hermitage  adjoining, 
and  conduct  strangers  through  the 
long  caverns  hung  with  stafictites, 
which  perforate  the  mountain  behind 
his  dwelling.  Now  the  innkeeper  is 
the  g^ide. 

A  door  at  the  extremity  of  this 
rocky  vault  gives  sudden  access  to 
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another  fine  pa8tar«i|ge,  the  Ebenalp,  | 
5u90ft.  above  the  sea-tevel,;whotM;  sum- 
mit, where  there  is  an  Inn,  is  20  min. 
walk  from  Wildkirchlein,  command^ 
ing  a  far  more  extensive  and  a  different 
view,  extendinj!^  over  the  lake  of  Con« 
stance  and  the  Suabian  hills.  There  is 
a  clean  little  Inn  close  to  the  rocks  of 
the  Wildkirchlein. 

c  The  SentiSf  the  highest  mountain 
in  Appenzell,  8280  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level,  may  be  ascended  from  Weiss- 
bad  in  4^  hours.     The  view  from  the 
top  is  much  extolled,  and  a  panorama 
of  it    has  been  engraved.    Various  i 
paths  lead  up  to   it ;   Che  best  and  ' 
easiest,  which  is  also  perfectly  safe  in  ' 
the  company  of  a  guide,  leads  by  way  ' 
of  the  Meglisalp — Inn— (3  stunden); 
Wagenliicke  (2  stunden);  to  the  sum- 
mit (1  stnnd). 


d,  From  Weissbad  to  the  ffbhen^ 
hasten,  which  is  the  highest  point  of 
the  Kamor  range,  is  a  walk  of  about 
2^  hours.  From  the  top  (a  small 
Inn)  is  a  fine  view  over  the  Rhine 
valley,  part  of  the  Lake  of  Constance, 
the  Alps  of  Vorarlberg.  There  is  a 
path  from  Weissbad  by^riillisan,  and 
thence  by  the  Kamor  or  by  the  Hohen- 
kasten,  to  Sennewald  in  the  Rhein- 
thal,  in  5  hours. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the 
summit  of  the  Karno^,  the  traveller 
crossing  the  ridge  has  a  delightful 
prospect  over  the  Sentis  and  canton 
Appenzell  on  one  side,*  and  over  the 
lake  of  Constance,  Tyrol,  and  the 
Rhine,  on  the  other.  A  3rd  path 
leads  over  to  Sax  in  the  Rheinthal 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  Fakler  See 
at  the  head  of  the  SiintisthaL  None 
of  these  paths  are  easy  to  find  without 
a  guide. 

A  steep  and  rather  difficult  path, 
commanding  some  fine  views,  leads  S. 
over  the  ridge  of  the  Sentis  by  the 
Krayalp  from  Weissbad  to  Wildhaus, 
the  birthplace  of  Zwingli,  in  Toggen- 
burg  (Rte.  71),  in  7  hrs.;  whence  in 
another  day  Wesen,  or  Wallenstadt, 
may  be  reached.  The  paths  are  difii- 
cnlt  to  find  without  a  guide. 


ROUTE  69. 
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Diligences  twice  daily  in  6  hrs.  to 
Uznacn.  From  thence  rly.  to  Zurich 
or  Coire. 

This  is  a  very  agreeable  drive 
through  a  well-plantea  hilly  country, 
presenting  here  and  there  distant 
views  of  the  higher  Alps. 

About  2  m.  fn:m  St.  Gall,  a  little 
beyond  the  viUage  of  Bruggen,  the 
road  crosses  the  gorge  of  tne  Sitter 
by  the  magnificent  Kratzeren  Britches 
a  bridge  590  ft  long,  and  85  ft.  above 
the  stream,  built  1810.  A  little  after 
we  enter  canton  Appenzell. 

[About  a  mile  to  the  K.E.  of  Heri- 
sau  is  the  watering-place  called  Hem' 
richsbad.  The  Badhaus  is,  after  Schintz- 
nach,  one  of  the  most  elegant  estab- 
lishments of  the  sort  in  Switzerland, 
surrounded  by  agreeable  pleasure- 
grounds,  the  creation  of  one  Hein- 
rich  Sieiger,  a  rich  manufacturer. 
Two  springs  rising  out  of  gravel,  and 
variously  impregnated  with  iron,  car- 
bonic acid,  &c.,  are  used  for  drinking, 
and  to  supply  the  baths.  Goats' 
whey  and  asses'  milk  are  also  fur- 
nished to  those  invalids  for  whom 
they  are  prescribed.    Accommodation 
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in  »  cowhouse  is  provided  for  invalids 
suffering  from  diseases  of  the  chesL 
The  neighbourhood  is  exceedingly 
picturesque.] 

fferisau — Inns:  Lowe  (Lion),  the 
best;  Hecht  TBrochet) — an  indus- 
trious village  of  Ausser-Rhoden,  con- 
tains 9600  Inhab.,  stands  2334  ft 
above  the  sea,  and  is  advantageously 
situated  at  the  junction  of  two 
streams,  the  Glatt  and  Bnihlbach, 
which  turns  the  wheels  of  its  nu- 
merous '  manufactories.  It  is  a 
very  singular  place  from  its  extraor- 
dinary irregularity  of  construction. 
There  are  beautiful  walks  on  the  sur- 
rounding heightg;  two  of  them  are 
topped  by  ruinoas  castles,  the  Kosen- 
berg  and  Rosenburg,  which,  according 
to  the  story,  were  once  connected 
together  by  a  leatherii  bridge.  The 
lower  part  of  the  Church  Tower^  in 
which  the  Archives  are  deposited,  is 
the  oldest  building  in  the  canton, 
dating  probably  m)m  the  7th  cen- 
tury. 

The  articles  chiefly  manufactured 
here  are  muslins,  cottons,  and  silk,  the 
last  a  recent  introduction:  10,200  per- 
sons are  employed  in  Ausser-Rhoden 
in  weaving  muslins,  and  a  very  large 
number  in  embroidering  them. 

The  Hundswyler  Tobel,  a  very  singnilar 
gorge  or  chasm,  deep  and  wild,  about 
3^  m.  from  Herisau,  deserves  to  be 
visited. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Herisau 
to  Appenzell  (Rte.  68),  by  Wald- 
stadt  (1*  hours);  Umaach  (IJ),  and 
Gonten  (1):  in  all  5  stunden  =  15  m. 

Schdnerujrund. 

Through  an  undulating  country,  we 
reach  the  frontier  of  Appenzell,  and 
re-enter  that  of  its  grasping  neigh- 
bour, St  Gall,  before  arriving  at 

Peterzell:  3  ul  beyond  the  ruined 
Castle  of  Neu-Toggenburg  lies 

Lichtensteig^  (/7m;  Krone,)  a  town 
of  744  Inhab.  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Thur,  the  ancient  county  of  Toggen- 
burg.  A  picturesque  and  handsome  old 
Place,  composed  of  loft;^  buildings  with 
porticoes,  forms  the  principal  street. 

The  valley  of  the  Thur  is  studded 


with  ftustoiies  and  with  the  country 
seats  of  their  proprietors. 

Wattipyl  (^Irms :  Lion  d'Or;  Rossli), 
a  pretty  manufacturing  village,  about 
1^  m.  farther,  stand  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  and  the  Castle  of  Ibere. 

The  road  soon  after  surmounts  the 
steep  ascent  of  the  rid^e  of  Himmel- 
wala.  From  its  top  a  beautiful  pros- 
pect expands  to  view;  in  front  the 
lake  of  Ziirich,  with  the  casde,  town, 
and  bridge  of  Rapperschwyl,  in  full 
relief  on  its  margm;  behmd  it  the 
pine-clad  and  snow-topped  Alps  of 
Schwytz  and  Glarus;  on  the  E.  the 
remarkable  peaks  of  the  Sieben  Kuh- 
firsten,  and  oehind  the  fertile  vale  of 
Toggenburg  (Rte.  71).  The  road  di- 
vides on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hilL 

C/znach  Stat.  (Rte.  13). 


ROUTE  71. 
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Diligence  daily  in  about  7^  hrs.  from 
Wattwyl  to  the  Haag  StaL  on  the 
rly.  from  Rorschach  to  Coire  (Rte. 
66).  Post  road, 

Wyl  on  the  railway  from  Winter- 
thur  to  St  Gall  (Rte.  65).  (/«n; 
Schonthal,  or  Post.) 

The  road,  after  leaving  Wyl,  con- 
tinues on  the  1.  bank  of  me  Thur,  to 
Dietfurth,  where  it  crosses  the  river  to 
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Lichtensteig  and  Wattwyl  (Rte.  69). 
From  Wattwjl  the  Speer  may  be 
ascended  in  about  4  hrs.  (Rte.  13). 

£lmat  {Inn:  Pfau). — Toggenburg,  as 
the  long  and  fertile  valley  of  the  Thar 
is  called, extends  for  nearly  40  m.,  from 
Wyl  up  to  the  source  of  that  river,  and 
a  splendid  specimen  of  a  Swiss  valley  it 
is,  embracing  within  its  ranee  almost 
all   the  various    features  of   Alpine 
scenery,  save  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
tract  of  level  alluvial  bottom  to  be 
found  in  its  whole  extent;  its  sides 
being  everywhere  steep  or  undulating. 
It  is  bounded  by  high  mountains;  on 
the  N.  by  the  Sentis,  and  on  the  S.  by 
the  peaks  of  the  Kurfursten.    It  was 
anciently  governed  by  counts  of  its 
own.   When  their  line  became  extinct, 
1436,  the  district  was  claimed  by  can- 
ton Zurich,  and  a  memorable  war  on 
.She  subject  ensued,  in  which  the  Swiss 
cantons  for  the  first  time  fought  with 
one  another.  It  finally,  in  1469,  feU  to 
the  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  whose  succes- 
sors had  continual  disputes  with  the 
inhabitants,  especially  after  the  Re- 
formation.   In  1712  the  abbots,  after 
much  fighting,  were  expelled,  but  re- 
stored in  1718.    Since  1803,  the  Tog- 
gsnburg  has  formed  part  of  canton 
L  QalL     It  is  thickly  peopled;   its 
inhabitants,  an  industrious  race,  are 
chiefly  occupied  with  the  manufacture 
of  muslin  and  cotton. 
Nesalau, — Znn:  Krone. 
Alt  St,  Johtain  {Inn:  Ro8sli).--The 
river  Thur  rises  at  Unter-Wasser,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Alte  Mann. 

Upon  the  hieh  ground  dividing  the 
TaUey  of  the  Thur  from  that  of  the 
Rhine,  stands  the  remote  village 

Wildhaus  —  (Inn:  Sonne,  Hirsch), 
3450  fL  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
at  the  S.  base  of  the  Sentis,  between 
it  and  the  7  Kurfursten.  It  is  remark- 
able only  as  the  birthplfioe  of  the  Swiss 
reformer,  Ulrich  ZwmgU.  The  house 
in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  (Jan.  1, 
1484)  still  exists  in  Uie  hamlet  of 
Xiisighaus.  It  is  an  humble  cot- 
tage of  wood;  its  walls  formed  of  the 
stems  of  trees,  its  roof  weighed  down 
by  stones  to  protect  it  from  the  wind. 
It  has  resisted  the  inroads  of  time  for 
more  than  350  years;  and  the  beams 


and  trunks  which  compose  it  are  black 
with  age.  Zwins^U's  &mily  were  pea- 
sants; he  quitted  home  when  10  years 
old,  to  go  to  school  at  Bale. 

[There  is  a  steep  pass  over  the 
Kray  Alp  from  Wildhaus  to  Appen- 

The  road  descends  by  numerous 
zigzaes  into  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
near  Gams,  and  soon  after  reaches   . 

Baag  StAL 

Thence  by  Werdenberg  Stat,  on  the 
rly.  to 

CMre  (Rte.  66). 


ROUTE  72. 

WESEN  OR  RICHTER9CHWTL  TO  SCHWYT2 
—  EIN8IEDBLN  —  MOBOARTEN. 


Weaen  to  Lachen   .     . 
Lacben  to  Schlndel^ . 


Milea. 
.  16 
.    8 


Rlchterachwyl  to  Scblndelegi     3 

Scfalndelegi  to  Rotbenthurm  .    7 
Rothenthnnn  to  Sdiwyu       .    s 

Total,  Wesen  to  Schwytz,  38  m.; 
Richterschwyl  to  Schwytz,  18  m. 

Diligence  from  Richterschwyl  to 
Schwytz,  and  to  Einsiedeln,  and  from 
Wesen  to  Lachen. 

The  road  from  Wesen  after  cross- 
ing the  Linth  keeps  by  the  side  of  the 
hiUs  to  Lachen  (^tnn:  Bar),  a  villi^ 
of  1200  Inhab.,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake  of  Zurich.  It  thence  passes 
through  Pfaifikon  near  the  long  bridge 
of  Rapperschyl,  and  soon  afterwards 
begins  to  ascend  the  steep  slope  of 
the  Ettei  or  Teusisbeig,  and  crosses 
the  Sihl  at  Schindelegi,  ascending 
again.  Many  delightful  views  are 
obtained  in  ascending,  over  the 
lake  of  Zurich,  and  the  summit  com- 
mands a  good  view  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres),  Kigi,  and  other  mountains 
in  that  direction.  The  holy  hermit 
Meinrad,  the  founder  of  Einsiedeln, 
originally  fixed  himself  on  the  top  of 
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the  Etzel,  but  the  concourse  of  people 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  his  reputation 
for  holiness  drove  him  in  search  of 
solitude  deep  into  the  wilderness.  A 
little  chapel  stands  on  the  spot  sup- 
posed to  have  been  occupied  by  his 
cell.  Near  it  is  an  inn.  From  this 
chapel  the  first  view  of  Einsiedeln  is 
obtained ;  the  descent  thither  occu- 
pies 1^  hour. 

[The  road  from  Richterschwyl  im- 
mediately begins  to  ascend  and  joins 
the  other  at  Schindelegi.] 

A  mile  and  a  half  from  Schindelegi 
is 

Biberhrucke  (Inn).  Here  the  road 
to  Einsiedeln  turns  off  to  the  1.  Pas- 
sengers by  the  diligences  on  the  main 
road,  have  a  scramble  for  seats  with 
those  that  arrive  from  Einsiedeln. 

S?he  road  is  studded  at  intervals 
chapels  called  stations,  each  con- 
taining a  representation  of  some  event 
in  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  at  which 
the  pilgrims  may  stop  and  tell  their 
beaas. 

EiNsrEDELN  (French^  Notre  Dame 
des  Eremites;  Lat,  Monasterium 
Eremitarum).  Inns:  Pfau  (Paon)  ; 
clean  and  good ;  the  charges  are  raised 
during  the  pilgrimage.  There  are  in 
all  55  inns  and  20  alehouses  here, 
mostly  designed  for  the  reception  of 
poor  pilgrims,  and  distinguished  by  a 
singular  variety  of  signs. 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  which 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  rises  high  on 
a  naked  undulating  plain  3000  ft. above 
the  sea,  producing  little  but  pasture. 
It  is  partly  sheltered  by  a  range  of 
wooded  hills  on  the  S.E. 

The  Monastery  itself,  an  extensive 
building  in  the  modern  Italian  style, 
is  imposing,  less  from  its  architecture 
than  its  size  and  its  situation  in  so 
remote  and  naked  a  solitude.  The 
existing  edifice  dates  f^om  the  18th 
century  (1719),  and  is  the  6th  or  7th 
raised  on  this  spot  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  abbey,  the  others 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  occu- 
pies a  stately  site  upon  the  hill  side, 
separated  from  the  humbler  buildings 
of^the  viUage  by  a  wide  square. 

The  origin  of  the  abbey  is  thus  ac- 


counted for  in  the  histories  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  monks  : — 
In  the  days  of  Charlemagne  a  holy 
anchorite  named  Meinrad,  of  the  noble 
house  of  HohenzoUern,  repaired  to  this 
remote  wilderness  (then  called  the 
Finsterwald)  to  end  his  davs  in  soli- 
tude and  prayer,  devoting  himself  to 
tend  a  little  black  image  of  the  Virgin 
which  had  been  given  to  him  l>y  St. 
Hildegarde,  abbess  of  Ziirich.  This 
holy  man  was  murdered  by  two  rob- 
bers in  861  ;  but  their  foul  deed, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  escape 
detection  on  a  spot  so  remote  from 
the  haunts  of  men,  was  brought  to 
light  by  two  pet  ravens  reared  by 
Meinraa,  whicn  pursued  the  mur- 
derers with  croaking  cries,  and  flap- 
ping wings,  over  hiU  and  dale,  as  far 
as  Ziirich,  where  their  guilt  was  de- 
tectcHl,  and  they  suffered  for  it  on  the 
place  now  occupied  by  the  Raven  inn. 
The  reputation  of  sanctity,  however, 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  saint 
had  lived,  increased  so  much  after  his 
death,  that  his  cell  was  rebuilt,  and 
a  church  founded  by  a  community  of 
Benedictine  hermits  (Einsiedlern). 
The  first  abbot  was  Eberard,  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  the  monkish  legend, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  bull  of  Pope 
Pius  VIIL,  that  when  the  Bishop  of 
Constance  was  about  to  consecrate 
the  church  on  the  14th  of  September, 
948,  he  was  aroused  at  midnight  by 
the  sounds  of  angelic  minstrelsy,  and 
was  informed  next  day,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  no  need 
for  him  to  proceed  with  the  sacred 
rite,  as  the  cnurch  had  been  already 
consecrated  by  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  Saviour  1 
The  Pope  pronounced  this  a  true 
miracle,  and,  in  consideration  of  it, 
granted  plenary  indulgence  to  all  pil- 
grims who  should  repair  to  the  shrine 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Hermits,  in  the 
words  inscribed  upon  the  church, 
**  Hie  est  plena  remissio  peccatorum  i, 
culp&  et  a  poen&.**  The  consequence 
of  this  has  been  that  during  9  cen- 
turies there  has  been  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted influx  of  pilgrims  from  the 
surrounding  countries  to  this  shrine, 
and  of  wealth  to  the  monastery.    In 


Switzerland, 


ROUTE  72. — MON ASTER  y  OP  EINSIEDELN. 


229 


process  of  time  these  pious  bene- 
factions increased  its  revenues  and 
domains  to  an  enormous  extent ;  it 
ranked  second  to  St.  Gall  alone  of 
all  the  monasteries  in  Switzerland. 
Its  abbot  became  a  prince  of  the  holy 
Roman  empire,  with  a  seat  in  the 
diet.  lie  had  his  hereditary  officers, 
his  chamberlain,  marshal,  and  cup- 
bearer ;  and  these  posts  were  filled  by 
Sirsoni^s  of  noble  or  princely  rank, 
e  also  enjoyed  the  right  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  the  power  of  life  and 
death  in  several  parishes  and  circles. 
Down  to  the  16th  century  the  abbots 
themselves  were  of  noble  families. 

The  French  revolutionary  invaders 
of  1798  stripped  Einsiedeln  of  its  re- 
sources and  treasures,  and  carried  off 
the  figure  of  the  Virgin  to  Paris  ;  but 
the  monks,  on  abandoning  the  con- 
vent, transported  with  them  into  Ty- 
rol a  duplicate  figure,  which  they 
assert  to  be  the  authentic  ori^nal. 
Notwithstanding  these  imtowarn  cir- 
cumstances, the  abbey  remains  at  the 
present  day  the  richest  in  Switzer- 
land, and  the  Black  Virgin,  whether 
an  original  or  a  copy,  has  lost  none  of 
her  reputation.  The  average  annual 
number  of  pilgrims  who  receive  the 
sacrament  m  the  church  is  150,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1700  there 
were  202,000  ;  in  1861  about  the  same 
number  ;  in  1834,  36,000  pilerims  re- 
paired to  th<i  shrine  within  a  K>rtnight. 
The  great  feast-day  is  Sept.  14.  Every 
parish  of  canton  Schwytz,  and  most 
of  the  other  Rom.  Cath.  cantons,  send 
an  annual  deputation  hither,  headed 
by  the  landammnn  and  the  authorities. 
lAie  Roman  Catholics  df  Switzerland, 
indeed,  for  the  most  part,  make  2  or  3 
journeys  hither  in  the  course  of  their 
lives.  Many  of  the  pilgrims  are  de- 
puties paid  by  others,  wealthier  sin- 
ners, to  do  penance  for  their  princi- 
pals, who  remain  at  home,  and  a 
pilg^maee  thus  performed  by  proxy 
is  consi&red  equally  efficacious  with 
one  made  in  person. 

In  1835  the  convent  contained  77 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  in- 
cluding lay-brothers,  novices,  &c. 

In  the  souare  in  front  of  the  convent 
stands  a  fountain    with  14  jets    of 


water,  from  all  of  which  the  pilgrims 
drink,  as  it  is  traditionally  reported 
that  our  Saviour  drank  from  one,  but 
from  which  of  them  is  not  known.  In 
the  centre  of  the  pile  of  conventual 
buildings  stands,  as  is  usual  in  Be- 
nedictine monasteries,  the  Churchy 
which  has  been  compared  with*  that 
of  St  John  Lateran  at  Rome.  The 
interior  is  somewhat  gaudily  orna- 
mented with  inferior  paintings,  marble 
and  gilding.  A  few  feet  from  the 
entrance  stands  the  Shrine  or  Ch'rpel 
of  the  Virgin,  of  black  marble,  with  a 
grating  in  front,  through  which,  by 
tne  glare  of  an  ever-burning  lamp,  the 
spectator  perceives  the  palladium  of 
the  temple,  a  little  black  figure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  attired  in  gold  bro- 
cade, glittering  with  jewels,  and  bear- 
ing crowns  of  gold  on  their  heads. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  shrine  is 
rarely  free  of  worshippers,  and  com- 
monly hundreds,  nay,  at  limes,  thou- 
sands of  devotees  may  be  seen  pros- 
trate before  it  The  walls  of  this  part 
of  the  church  are  covered  with  votive 
tablets,  rude  paintings  in  oil,  on  which 
no  kind  of  accident  or  misfortune  is 
omitted,  though  they  are  chiefly  de- 
voted to  representations  of  escapes 
from  fire  and  water,  all  effected  by  the 
supposed  miraculous  interference  of 
the  image.  Its  influence,  however,  is 
not  limited  to  incidents  of  private  life, 
many  of  the  great  events  of  history, 
such  as  the  victory  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic cantons  at  Kappel,  are  classed 
among  the  triumphant  interpositions 
of  our  Lady  of  the  Hermits.  250  new 
votive  tablets  were  hung  up  in  1835, 
older  ones  being  removed  to  make  way 
for  them. 

In  the  Chapel  of  the  Magdalene,  a 
church  of  itseft  in  size,  on  the  1.  of  the 
choir,  are  28  confessionals,  over  each  of 
which  is  written  the  language  in  which 
confessions  will  be  received  in  it,  either 
German,  It^ian,  French,  or  Romansch. 

The  Treasury,  once  so  rich  in  church 
plate,  was  plundered  by  the  French 
in  1798,  and  one  splendid  monstrance 
alone  remains,  but  it  is  not  readily 
shown.  The  monastery  includes,  b^ 
sides  the  lodging^  for  the  Abbot  and 
the  brethren,  a  handsome  refectory, 
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a  kitchen,  an  hospital,  a  library  con- 
taining 26,000  vols.,  a  museum  con- 
taining some  fossils  and  minerals,  a 
free  school  and  boarding-school,  the 
pupils  of  which  are  taught  by  the 
monks,  and  a  large  cellar  running 
under  the  greater  part  of  the  edifice. 
During  meals,  passages  of  some  ap- 
proved author,  such  as  Linffard's  His- 
tory of  England,  Cobbetrs  History 
of  the  Reformation,  &c.,  are  read 
aloud  to  the  assembled  brotherhood, 
and  even  at  times  portions  of  news- 
papers. 

Zwingli,  the  reformer,  was  curate  of 
F^insiedehi  from  1516  to  1519.  Theo- 
phrastus  Paracelsus  von  Hohenheim 
was  bom  here,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  1498. 

There  is  a  rough  foot  path  under 
the  Mythenberg  (Mitres  hill),  called 
the  ffacketij  by  Alpthal,  from  Einsie- 
deln  to  Schwytz,  shorter  than  the 
carriage-road.  It  takes  4^  hrs.  to 
walk:  no  guide  is  needed.  Near  the 
top  is  an  inn,  from  which  the  peak, 
called  EochstOckli  (4470  ft),  is  ^  hr's. 
walk. 

The  carriage  -  road  to  Schwy  ts 
makes,  at  first,  a  considerable  detour : 
the  footpath  is  shorter,  crossing  the 
Katzenstrick,  a  larg^  tract  of  upland 
meadow  or  common,  direct  to  Alt- 
matt.] 

Rothenthiwm  (/nn  dirty  and  extor- 
tionate ;  it  is  better  to  stop  at  La- 
chen),  a  village  of  nearly  800  Inhab., 
is  the  place  or  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  con- 
vened here  every  two  years,  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  first  fine  Sunday  in 
Mav.  The  Itandamman  is  president, 
ana  every  citizen  above  the  age  of  1 8 
has  a  vote.  These  meetings  anbrd  no 
favourable  specimen  of  the  working 
of  universal  suffrage,  as  the^  frequently 
terminate  in  rioting  and  violence.  For 
example,  in  May,  1838,  9000  voters 
collected  here ;  the  show  of  hands  was 
declared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  Liberal  party  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  result,  a  battle 
ensued,  in  which  the  hustings  were 
broken  and  many  persons  much  in- 
jured. The  democrats,  enraged  at 
their  defeat,  published  a  manifesto,  1 


calline  on  the  *'  Liberals  to  meet  in 
their  districts,  and  expel  the  rich  from 
their  assemblies  as  their  ancestors  ex- 
pelled Gressler,  since  the  government 
of  the  rich  has  become  a  government 
of  murderers." 

Rothenthurm  receives  its  name  from 
a  Bed  Tower  still  standing  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  defences  of  a  long  wall 
or  rampart  (letse),  erected  by  the 
Schwytzers  along  their  W.  frontier,  to 
ward  off  the  inroads  of  their  lordly 
and  lawless  neighbours.  It  extended 
hence  as  &r  as  Arth. 

About  2  m.  W.  of  Rothenthurm,  on 
the  confines  of  the  canton  of  Zug,  easily 
reached  by  a  road  turning  to  the  rt. 
between  Rothenthurm  and  Ecce  Homo, 
leading  to  the  little  chapel  of  St.  Jamea, 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Egeri 
(Rte.  15),  is  MoROABTEN,  memorable  in 
Swiss  annals  as  the  scene  of  their  first 
struggle  for  independence;  as  the  spot 
where  the  chivalry  of  Austria  were 
worsted,  and  their  leader,  Duke  Leo- 
pold, compelled  to  fly  with  disgrace, 
on  the  15tn  of  November,  1315, 8  years 
aflber  the  expulsion  of  the  Austrian 
bailiffs.  Fired  with  the  hope  of  re- 
venge and  with  feelings  of  hereditary 
hatred,  the  duke  led  on  his  mail-clad 
cavalry  alo^g  the  narrow  strand  be- 
tween the  lake  and  the  hills.  Just 
where  the  ascent  into  the  upland 
country  of  Schwytz  commences,  run- 
ning up  a  narrow  defile,  the  Austrians 
were  met  by  the  confederates,  a 
mere  handful  of  men  in  compari- 
son with  their  host,  but  of  hardy 
frame  and  resolute  spirit,  posted  on  the 
ridge  of  the  Sattel,  near  Haselmatt. 
The  first  bold  chai^  of  the  Swiss, 
rushing  on  with  swords  and  clubs,  was 
aided  by  a  dischai^  of  rocks  from  the 
heights  above,  which  quickly  threw 
into  confusion  the  ranks  of  heavy- 
armed  kniehts.  They  attempted  to 
faU  back,  but  their  evolutions  were 
prevented  by  the  infantry  pressing 
on  in  their  rear.  Without  room  to 
manoeuvre,  or  even  to  turn  Tfor  the 
naturally  confined  marein  of  tne  lake 
was  at  that  time  diminiwed  by  an  un- 
usual increase  of  its  waters),  the  proud 
knights  were  totally  at  the  mercy  of 
their  light-armed  foes.  Many,  in  order 
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to  escape  the  sword,  perished  by  plung- 
ing into  the  lake  ;  the  rush  of  the 
cavabry  overwhelmed  the  infiutry  be- 
hind, and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
army  was  thrown  into  panic  and  dis- 
order. The  Austrians  lost  the  flower 
of  their  nobility,  and  Leopold  with 
difficulty  escaped.  This  astounding 
victory,  the  Marathon  of  Swiss  history, 
was  gained  in  1^  hr.,  over  a  force  of 
20,000  well-armed  men,  by  1300  moun- 
taineers, who  now  for  the  first  time 
met  an  army  in  the  field. 

The  appropriate  memorial  of  their 
success  erected  by  the  Swiss  was,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  a  Chapel,  dedicated 
to. St  James;  and  service  is  performed 
in  it  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  fight. 

The  little  villaee  of  Biberegg,  on 
the  opposite  f  E.)  s3e  of  Rothenthurm, 
was  the  craole  of  the  family  of  Re- 
dine,  one  of  the  oldest  and  noblest 
in  the  canton,  and  whose  name  ap- 
pears oftener  with  credit  than  any 
other.  There  is  scarcely  a  battle  in 
which  they  are  not  mentioned,  and 
they  have  45  times  filled  the  office  of 
landamman,  the  highest  in  the  state. 
In  1798  Aloys  Bedine,  a  hero  worthy 
of  such  an  ancestry,  Kd  on  the  brave 
inhabitants  of  these  mountains  to  op- 
pose, in  defence  of  their  liberties  and 
constitution,  a  far  outnumbering  force 
of  French  under  General  Schauen- 
berg.  The  Swiss  met  the  invaders  in 
the  valley  of  Rothenthurm,  and  drove 
them  back  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Egeri 
and  the  field  of  their  ancient  victory 
of  Morgarten.  This  proved  but  a 
temporary  gleam  of  success.  Their 
victory  had  cost  them  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  men,  that  they  were  unable  to 
renew  the  contest;  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  French  marching  into  the 
canton  rendered  all  further  resistance 
hopeless. 

A  long  descent,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Schwytz,  of  the  singmar  and 
picturesque  Mythen  (Mitre)  mountains 
behind  it,  and  of  the  lake  of  Lowertz, 
with  part  of  the  fall  of  the  Rossberg 
(Kte.  17),  leads  through  Sattel,  past 
the  chapel  of  Ecce  Homo,  to  Sieinen^ 
a  small  village,  having  two  Inna 
(Rossliy  Krone),  memorable    as    the 


birthplace  of  Werner  StauiFacher,  one 
of  the  three  conspirators  of  the  Griitli, 
nearly  4  hours'  drive  from  Einsiedeln. 
A  small  chapel,  adorned  with  rude 
frescoes  of  scenes  from  his  life,  and 
the  battle  of  Morgarten,  is  dedicated 
to  his  memory.  It  was  built  in  1400. 
The  Bonehome  is  as  old  as  1111« 

SchwyU,    (Rte.  17.) 

[Travellers  bound  from  Einsiedeln 
to  the  Rigi  or  Lucerne  need  not  enter 
Schwytz.  Soon  after  leaving  Steinen, 
a  path  branching  off  to  the  rt.  leads, 
in  about  1^  hour,  to  Goldau  (Rte.  17).] 


ROUTE  73. 

SCHWYTZ  TO  GLARU8,  BY  MUOTTA,  THE 
PRAGEL  PASSy  A9D  THE  KliONTHAU 

Stnnden.   Eng.  m. 
SchwyU. 

MuoiUThal      ...  8  «     9^ 

Summit  of  the  Pngel  3i  s  io« 

Rlchisau U  «=      4i 

Vorauen  •     •    .    •    •  1  ea     3 

OUrus 8  =s     • 

12  86 

These  are  the  distances  as  reckoned 
in  the  country,  and  a  horse  will  re- 
quire at  least  12  hrs.,  but  a  good 
walker  will  accomplish  the  distance 
in  104  hrs.  There  being  a  rough 
char-road  from  Schwytz  to  Muotta, 
and  a  good  road  from  Vorauen  to 
Glarus,  those  who  can  walk  6  leaeues 
have  no  need  of  horses,  and  will  be 
better  off  without  them.  The  regular 
charge  for  a  horse  from  Schwytz  to 
Glarus  is  25  fr.  (including  return  fare), 
but  advantage  is  taken  of  travellers 
arriving  at  Brunnen  or  Schw;^tz  to 
demand  a  higher  rate.    A  giude  to 
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Glarns  5  fr.,  and  5  fr.  return  fare. 
A  pedestrian  can,  for  2  fr.,  hire  a  boy  at 
Muotta  to  show  the  way  as  far  as  Richi« 
san,  beyond  which  no  guide  is  needed. 
There  is  a  footpath  rather  shorter  than 
the  char-road  from  Schwvtz,  by  which 
Muotta  may  be  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibaeh, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gorg^;  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
cultivation.    The  road  ascends  the  1. 
bank  of  the  stream,  traversing  Ober 
Schonenbach,  down  to  which  point  the 
Russians,  under  Suwarrow,  arove  the 
French  commanded  by  Massena,  Mor« 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Russian  army  at  Ziirich, 
in  1799.   The  stone  bridge  (long  since 
swept  away  by  the  torrent  and  re* 
placed  by  a  covered  wooden  bridge  at 
a  higher  elevation)  near  this,  which 
carried  the  road  over  to  the  rt  bank, 
was  taken  and  retaken  many  times  ; 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  two  nations 
crimsoned    the  stream  which  swept 
down  their  floating  bodies. 

"Beyond  Ried  thereis  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  waterfall,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

Muotta  Thai,  or  Mutten  (a  neat  and 
cheap  little  Inn,  Zum  Hirsch— between 
thai  church  and  the  bridge),  the  prin- 
cipal village  of  the  valley,  on  the 
rt.  bank  or  the  stream.  The  parish 
fon tains  1480  Inhab.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  Nunnery  of  St.  Joseph^ 
a  very  ancient  and  primitive  convent, 
founded  1280.  The  sisters  are  poor, 
and  their  mode  of  living  homely;  they 
make  their  own  clothes  and  their  own 
hay;  the  superior  is  called  Fran  Mut- 
ter. They  receive  visi ts  from  strangers 
without  the  intervention  of  a  grating, 
and  will  even  give  a  lodging  to  a  re- 
spectable traveller.  Whoever  avails 
himself  of  this  must  remember  that 
the  convent  is  too  poor  to  afford  gra- 
tuitous hospitality.  They  speak  no 
French. 

From  Muotta  a  path  leads  by  the 
Kin«ig  Culm  to  Altorf.  It  was  by 
this  path  that  Suwarrow  brought  his 


troops.    Another  pass  leads  by  the 
Bisi  Thai  to  Stachelbei-g  (Rte.  75). 

On  the  night  of  Sept.   27th   and 
28th,   1799,    Uie    inhabitants  of   the 
remote  and  peaceful  valley  of  Muotta 
were  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  an 
army    of   an    unknown    nation    and 
tongue,  whose  very  name    many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pouring  dotvn  upon  their  cottages  and 
green  fields  from  the  heights  of  the 
Kinzig  Culm,  by  paths  and  precipices 
usually  resorted  to  only  by  a  solitary 
shepherd.       These  were  the   24,000 
Russians    under    Suwarrow,    whose 
march   out  of  Italy  is  recounted  in 
Rtes.    34,    75,    and    80.      Here  the 
eeneral  first  l&eard  the  news  of  the 
defeat    of  Korsakow  and   the   main 
Russian    army   at    Zurich.      He    at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  the  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  traitor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  Sl  Joseph's  nunnery.    H!e 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
Lecourbe's  division  followed  his  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  Mortier  and  Mas- 
sena blocked  up  its  mouth.    The  bold 
attempt  to  cut  his  way  out,  through 
the  forces  of  the  latter  general,  was 
defeated,  as  already  mentioned,  chiefly 
by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  fresn 
reinforcement  under  Lecourbe  in  per- 
son,   though   with  vast  loss   to  the 
French,     The  veteran  conqueror  was 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to   order   a  retreat,    and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  crossing 
the  rragel  into  Glarus.    The  detach- 
ments of  Molitor*s  advanced   guard 
were  quickly  driven  in  before  him, 
and  the  greater  portion  made  pri- 
soners.   Suwarrow*8  rear-guard,  how- 
ever,    encumbered    with    sick    and 
wounded,   was  greatly  harassed   by 
Massena;  but  the  republicans  were 
again  repulsed  with  loss,  and  driven 
back  nearly  to  Schwyts.    Suwarrow 
expected  to  be  able  to  reach  Zurich 
from  Glarus,  there  to  join  and  rally 
the  broken  forces  of  Korsakow;  but 
Molitor,  in  person,  warned  of  his  ap- 
proach, took  possession  of  the  posi<^ 
tion  of  Nafels,  blocking  up  the  outlet 
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of  the  Llnth  Thai,  as  Hassena  had 
intercepted  his  passage  down  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  the  Russian  once 
more  found  his  plans  foiled  and 
baffled.  Fearing  to  be  hemmed  in 
on  all  sides  by  the  French,  he  gave 
his  troops  a  few  days  of  rest  at 
Glarus,    rendered    absolutely   indis- 

Sensable  by  the  fatigues  they  had  un- 
ereone,  alter  whi^  he  once  more 
took  to  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Sernft  Thai  (Rte.  60)  and  crossing  the 
Panixer  Pass  to  the  Grisons. 

A  little  beyond  the  nunnerj^»  at  the 
end  of  the  Tillaee,  the  view  into  the 
Bisithal  is  very  beautiful. 

The  Pragef  pass  is  exceedinely 
steep  and  stony  on  the  Muotta  side, 
and  sometimes  marshy,  and  is  scarcely 
fit  for  horses,  which  moreover  are  not 
easily  to  be  found  at  Muotta.  There 
are  no  difficulties  on  the  Glarus  side. 
There  is  no  need  for  a  guide  in  clear 
weather,  as  the  pass  is  much  used  by 
the  natives. 

Prom  the  inn  at  Muotta  the  path 
continues  for  about  25  min.  among  the 
fields  and  houses,  then  crosses  the 
stream  which  descends  from  Pragel, 
and  immediately  ascends  rapidly  its 
1.  bank,  very  rocky  and  rugged 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  after  which  and 
at  the  top  there  are  large  marshy 
or  boge;y  patches  with  planks  and 
stones  laid  across  them.  There  is 
nothing  striking  in  the  scenery  on 
this  siae. 

The  col  (5200  ft.)  is  called  Pragel, 
and  is  flat;  there  is  a  chalet  where 
bread,  wine,  &c.,  can  be  procured,  but 
it  is  abandoned  in  the  first  week  of 
Sept,  and  snow  is  said  to  melt  late 
and  fall  soon  on  the  pass. 

The  first  part  of  the  descent  is 
gentle,  but  in  about  20  min.  the  Klon- 
thal  opens,  and  the  valley  is  partly 
blocked  up  by  a  huge  barrier,  which 
appears  to  be  an  ancient  moraine; 
the  path  makes  a  detour  to  the  left  to 
avoid  this  obstacle,  and  then  descends 
more  rapidly  through  pines  to  Richieagu, 
where  there  is  a  clean  rustic  /nn,  kept 
by  civil  people. 

The  Klonthal,  into  which  the  tra- 
veller now  descends,  is  exceedins^ly 
beautiful.   On  the  rL  hand  it  is  waUed 


in  by  the  Qldrmach  rising  in  an  ab- 
rupt and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 
by  a  sharr)  edge  of  ice,  and  on  the  1. 
by  the  Wiggis,  scarcely  less  abrupt. 
It  is  a  charming  walk  of  less  than  an 
hour  down  hiU,  chiefly  over  green 
pastures  and  meadows,  to 

Vorauen,  where  there  is  a  very 
good  country  Irm^  kept  by  P.  Weber, 
an  attentive  landlord.  A  country 
cart  with  seats  can  generally  be  ob- 
tained here;  but  it  is  a  better  plan  to 
make  this  the  sleeping-place,  and  pro- 
ceed next  morning  to  Glarus.  The 
landlord  has  a  boat  upon  the  lake,  by 
means  of  which  the  walk  may  be 
shortened  2  m.,  and  the  scenery  seen 
to  perfection.  Deep  in  the  re- 
cesses of  this  charming  valley  lies 
the  KlOnsee,  a  lake  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot 
of  the  Glarnisch,  whose  vast  grey 
precipices  descend  at  this  point  al- 
most perpendicularly  into  the  water. 
It  is  surrounded  by  meadows  of  the 
most  verdant  green,  covered  until  the 
end  of  autumn  with  flowers.  The 
precipitous  tracks  along  the  side 
of  the  valley,  along  which  some 
adventurous  French  pushed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  Russians,  are  pointed 
out.  Ebel  calls  the  Klonthal  **une 
des  vallees  les  plus  gracieuses  qu'il  y 
ait  dans  les  Alpes."  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
Glarnisch,  by  the  side  of  a  waterfall, 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
the  'Death  of  Abel,'  who  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  Ziirich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chalet 

The  Vorauen  appears  to  be  a  fa- 
vourite excursion  from  Glarus,  and  is 
a  ffood  starting  point  for  the  ascent  of 
Gmmisch  ;  and  there  is  an  excellent 
char-road  from  it.  The  char-road  fol- 
lows the  1.  bank  of  the  lake  for  about 
3  m.,  and  then  begins  to  descend  into 
the  yalley  of  Glarus.  Keeping  to  the 
rt.  where  two  roads  meet,  the  manu- 
facturing village  of  Riedem  is  reached, 
from  which  the  road,  or  a  footpath  on 
the  rt.  over  the  hill,  leads  to 

Glarw  (Rte.  74). 
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ROUTE  74. 

WESEN  TO  OLARUS  AND  THE  BATH8  OF 
STACHELBERO. 

Railway  from  Wesen  to  Glaros; 
trains  5  times  a-day,  in  30  m. 

The  canton  of  Guirus,or  Giaris,  con- 
sists of  one  g^reat  Alpine  valley,  and  of 
several  secondary  or  tributary  valleys, 
branching  off  from  it,  and  penetrating 
deep  into  the  high  Alps.  There  is 
but  one  carriage-road  into  it,  which  ter- 
minates, after  a  distance  of  6^  leagues 
Bs  1 9^  Eng.  m.,  at  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg ;  and  for  carriages  there  is 
no  egress  save  the  portal  which  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abounding  in  very  wild 
scenery. 

The  railroad  from  Wesen  crosses 
the  Linth  canal  (Rte.  13),  and  enters 
the  jaws  of  the  valley  of  Glarus, 
flanked  by  precipices  almost  perpen- 
dicular, and  backed  by  the  vast  mass 
and  snowy  head  of  the  Gliimisch 
Mountain. 

[The  road  from  Rapperschwyl  to 
Glarus  passes  through  Lachen  on  the 
iS.  side  of  the  Lake  of  Zurich,  and  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Linth  canal  to 
Nieder-Umen,  where  (hat  from  Wesen 
joins  it.] 

Kafels  Stat.  —  (/hjm  :  •  Hirsch  ;  — 
Schwerdt) — in  the  Korge  of  the  valley, 
a  villaee  of  1800  Innab.,  and  the  chief 
place  m  the  Roman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  battU'field  of 
some  celebrity.  11  simple  stones, 
inscribed  1388,  set  up  on  tne  meadow 
of  Reuti,  hard  by,  mark  the  spot 
where,  in  that  year,  1300  men  of 
Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000  Austrians, 
who,  having  taken  Wesen  by  treachery, 
had  burst  into  the  canton,  rava^ng 
and  plundering  the  country  as  they 
advanced.  When  tidings  of  this 
reaohed  the  ears  of  Matthias  am 
Buhl,  the  lands-captain,  he  hastily 
collected  a  handful  of  shepherds,  and 
not  only  checked  the  career  of  the 
foragers,  in  spite  of  the  dispropor- 


tion of  numbers,  but  after  11  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rocks  discharged  from  |>recipices  above, 
which  threw  the  Austrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  finaUy  repulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of  2500  of  their  number  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
Nafels  is  still  celebrated  through  the 
canton  by  an  annual  festival.  An  en- 
gagement took  place  at  Nafels, in  1799, 
between  the  Austrians  and  French. 

From  Mollis,  the  village  opposite 
Nafels,  the  river  Linth  is  conducted 
into  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  the 
artificial  canal  constructed  by  E^her 
(see  Rte.  13).  In  the  churcnyard  of 
Mollis  the  heroes  of  ITafels  are  buried. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  is  subject 
to  much  danger  and  ii\jury  from  its 
sudden  rises,  and  the  swellin?  of  its 
tributary  torrents.  The  broad  frinee 
of  nnsightly  sand  and  gravel  visiblB 
on  both  sides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  will  show 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  at 
times  converted  into  a  lake;  and  the 
little  patches  of  ground,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  cultivate,  are  at  onoe 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mountains  of  this  district  abound 
in  caverns,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  every 
gorge  and  hollow  sends  forth  a  raging 
torrent. 

Glarus  was  formerly  subject  to  the 
Abbey  of  Siickingen,  to  which  ri^rhts 
Austria  succeeded.  Glarus  iomed 
the  Swiss  cantons  in  1352,  and  alter 
the  battle  of  Nafels  gained  partially 
its  independence  i  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  1 4th  centy.  the  canton  purchased 
the  extinction  of  feudal  rights,  and 
finally  made  peace  with  Austria.  The 
Reformation  divided  the  canton  and 
occasioned  severe  struggles  and  fight- 
ing. In  1798  the  canton  lost  several 
dependencies.  It  contains  30,000 
Inhab.  26,000  Prot,  4000  Roman 
Catholics,  all  speaking  German. 
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Giants  (Ql»TiB,¥rS)^(Tnns:  Glarner 
Hof ;  new,  clean,  but  rather  dear  and 
noisy; — Railway  Restaurant).  This 
little  town,  the  capital  of  the  can* 
ton,  18  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Glamisch  and  Schilt,  encom- 
passed and  shut  in  by  the  Alps, 
whose  bare  and  bleak  precipices  and 
tops  contrast  remarkaoly  with  the 
milder  verdure  about  their  base.  The 
inhabitants,  4826  in  number,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise, which  has  converted  Glarus  into 
a  place  of  manufactures,  especially  of 
cotton,  printing  of  muslins,  &c. 

They  possess  a  Chib  (Casino),  a 
modem  house  of  fine  masonry,  and 
a  Free  School  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  Gothic  church  is  open 
to  Protestant  and  Romanist  alike. 
Zwingli  was  the  pastor  here,  1506  to 
1546.  The  Linth  is  crossed  by  two 
bridges. 

The  Burghugelj  an  eminence  sur- 
mounted by  a  chapel,  commands  the 
best  view  of  the  town,  the  green 
meadows  around,  and  the  arid  lime- 
stone mountains  Glamisch  (7 1 75  ft.), 
Wiggis  (7030  ft),  Honsstock,  and 
Karpfstock. 

In  1861  a  disastrous  confla^ation 
all  but  utterly  destroyed  this  hitherto 
prosperous  seat  of  industry.  At  times 
a  tremendous  wind  called  the  Fdhn 
sweeps  down  the  valley  of  Glarus 
with  the  concentrated  force  of  a 
furnace>blast.  It  is  so  much  dreaded, 
that  local  laws  have  existed  for 
fenerations,  by  which,  on  its  setting 
in,  every  fire  m  the  town,  including 
those  used  for  purposes  of  industry, 
must  be  extinguished.  The  very  day 
before  the  fire  occurred,  the  propriety 
of  repealing  these  laws  had  been  con- 
siderad  by  the  assembled  inhabitants 
of  the  canton,  and  by  an  almost  un- 
animous resolution  it  was  resolved 
to  maintain  them.  It  was  durine  a 
visitation  of  this  dreaded  wind  that 
a  stray  spark  was  carried  from  one 
house  to  another,  and  a  fire  kindled, 
which  was  not  extinguished  till  more 
than  two- thirds  of  the  town  were  laid 


in  ashes.  All  the  principal  buildings 
were  burned  to  the  ground,  and  30O0 
of  the  population  left  houseless. 

The  name  Glarus  is  a  corruption  of 
Bilarius,  a  saint  to  whom  a  shrine  was 
built  among  these  mountains  at  a 
very  early  period. 

The  green  cheese  called  Schahzieger  is 
peculiar  to  the  canton  Glarus.  It 
owes  its  sing^ar  appearance,  rank 
smeU,  and  flavour,  to  an  herb  ^Meli- 
lotus  caerulea,  blue  melilot :  Germ. 
Honigklee),  which  is  partly  cultivated 
for  this  purpose  in  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  partly  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
ground  to  powder,  and,  in  that  state, 
mixed  with  the  curds,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  3  lbs.  of  the  herb  to  100  lbs.  of 
curds.  The  cheese  is  said  to  be  made 
of  cows'  milk,  like  any  common  cheese, 
and  not  of  goats'.  The  curds  are 
brought  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
having  a  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porate with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  resembling  that  used  for  making 
cider.  After  being  thoroughly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  for  an  uour  or  two 
it  is  nt  for  pressing.  The  cheese  is 
ripe  for  use  aner  a  twelvemonth's  keep- 
ing. A  large  quantity  of  it  is  exported 
to  America;  and  the  manufacture  of  it 
is  considered  a  lucrative  trade.  The 
natives  attribute  its  peculiar  character 
to  some  virtue  in  the  pastures  on 
which  the  cows  are  fed. 

It  is  a  pleasant  2^  hrs.  drive  or  walk 
from  Ghurus  to  Obstalden  or  Narexen, 
where  is  a  fine  view  over  the  whole 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  and  part  of  that  of 
Ziirich.  A  broad  road  leads  thither 
from  Mollis.  N.B.  The  charge  for 
horses,  guides,  and  porters  in  the 
valley  of  Glarus  is  very  high,  and  the 
beasts  are  very  bad. 

Many  mountain  paths  ramify  in 
various  directions  from  Glarus. 

a.  The  Fragel  pass  (Rte.  73)  by  the 
Klonthal  into  Uie  canton  Schwytz 
through  a  beautiful  pastoral  valley: 
the  finest  part  of  it  is  not  more  than 
8  m.  from  Glarus,  and  may  be  reached 
in  a  char. 

6.  Two  mountain-paths  lead  to  the 
Lake  of  Wallenstadt;    one,  by  the 
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KerenzenX>erg  over  the  W.  shoulder  of 
ih»  Miirischenstock(Yii^  13);  the  other, 
to  Murg,  passing  under  the  E.  side  of 
the  summit.  '1  he  ascent  of  the  Miirt- 
schenstock  may  be  easily  combined 
with  either  of  these  excursions.  A 
guide  should  be  taken. 

c.  Two  passes  lead  through  the 
Semft  Thai  to  the  ralley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein: — 

(1)  The  Segnea  Pais  (Rte.  79). 

(2)  The  P(jm,ixer  Pass  (Rte.  80). 

d.  Three  passes  lead  into  the  Can- 
ton St.  Gall^  which,  like  the  last,  are 
reached  through  the  Semft  Thai: — 

(1)  The  Fiumser  PasSj  diverging 
from  the  village  of  Matt,  to  the  Flums 
Stat,  on  the  rfy.  between  Wallenstadt 
and  Sargans  (Rte.  14). 

(2)  The  Riseten  Pass,  from  Matt  to 
Sargans,  said  to  be  easy. 

(3)  The  Ramm  Pass,  from  Elm  to 
Sargans,  more  difficult  than  the  last, 
about  10  hrs.  walk. 

The  baths  of  Pfeffers  may  be  reached 
by  either  of  the  last-mentioned  passes, 
by  crossing  the  ridge  between  Weiss - 
tannen,  and  the  KiJfeuser  ThaL  The 
main  object,  however,  with  most 
travellers  who  visit  Glarus  is  to  reach 
Lint-thai  and  Stachelberg,  up  the 
valley  of  the  Linth,  where  first  the 
Glamisch,  and,  higher  up,  the  Dodi, 
with  its  snowy  satellites,  are  objects 
of  extreme  grandeur  and  beauty. 

Stachelberg  has  of  late  years  risen 
into  notice  as  one  of  the  best  head- 
quarters for  the  lovers  of  grand  Al- 
pine scenery.  Numerous  excursions 
of  more  or  less  difficulty  may  be 
made,  and  passes,  hitherto  rarely  fre- 
quented by  travellers,  lead  in  various 
directions.  The  principal  of  these  are 
described  in  Rtes.  75,  76,  77,  78,  and 
79. 

The  people  of  the  canton  Glarus 
have  exhibited  the  national  propen- 
sity to  prey  upon  strangers  as  strongly, 
but  with  less  intelligence,  than  else- 
where in  Switzerland.  A  few  years 
ago  prices  were  much  lower  than  in 
the  canton  Berne;  but  since  tourists 
have  become  more  numerous,  exor- 
bitant demands  are  often  made  for 
guides,  horses,  &c.  Up  to  a  recent 
date,  the  peasant  proprietors  at  the 


head  of  the  valley  had  resisted  the 
continuation  of  the  char-road,  or  even 
the  making  of  bridges  over  the  tor- 
rents, because  they  find  it  a  good 
'  speculation  to  employ  their  children 
to  lay  planks  over  the  streams,  a 
service  which  the  wayfarer  can  scarcely 
refuse  to  reward. 

It  is  about  13  m.  by  a  good  road 
from  Glarus,  through  many  villages, 
and  by  numerous  cotton  factories  and 
charming  scenery,  to 

LmUthal  (Irms :  Znm  Baren,  cheap 
and  fair;  Lowe).  Pedestrians  may 
prefer  this  to  the  hotel  at  Stachelberg, 
which  is  dearer  and  a  little  more  dis- 
tant from  the  Pantenbriicke,  and  the 
head  of  the  valley.  The  Diligence 
crosses  the  river  below  Lint- thai,  and 
will  leave  or  call  for  strangers  pro- 
ceeding to  the  large  Hotel  and  Baths  of 
Stachelberg,  a  tolerably  well-managed 
house,  but  often  overcrowded,  built  on 
an  eminence  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
Linth,  surrounded  by  torrents,  rocks, 
and  glaciers.  It  has  greatly  risen  in 
repute  as  a  watering-place,  and  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of  its 
situation,  and  the  virtues  of  its  con- 
centrated alkaline  sulphureous  spring, 
which  distils,  drop  by  drop,  from  a 
fissure  in  the  Braunberg,  is  much  re- 
sorted to.  The  period  of  the  "  cure  " 
is  fixed  at  between  20  and  24  days. 
The  hotel  is  surrounded  by  walks  and 
pleasure-grounds.  It  is  resorted  to  by 
a  mob  of  holiday-makers  on  Sundays, 
when  the  house  is  very  noisy.  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  abounds  in  fine 
waterfalls.  XiCSs  than  a  mile  from 
the  Baths  are  the  Falls  of  the 
FStschfjoch,  About  1  hr.  above  Lint- 
thai  is  the  much  finer  fall  of  the 
Schreyenbach,  of  the  Staubbach  kind, 
which  when  seen  from  below  appears 
to  issue  from  the  skv.  At  the  bottom  it 
spreads  over  30  yards  of  rock,  coming 
down  in  a  shower  of  water-rockets. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  turn  aside 
from  the  regular  path  to  the  Pan<> 
tenbriicke,  in  order  to  approach  the 
fall  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

A  little  further  on  is  a  new  and  clean 
little  Inn  (H.  du  Todi),  opened  1863. 

The  most  interestingexcarsion  from 
Stachelberg  is  that  to  the  head  of  the 
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valley,  where  the  linth  escapes  from 
the  glaciers  that  lie  around  the  peaks 
of  the  7^1^  Biferten  Stock,  Scheerhom, 
&c.  Above  the  baths  the  vale  of  the 
Linth  becomes  grander  and  more 
savage;  at  length  the  bed  of  the  river 
contracts  into  a  chasm,  in  the  depths  of 
which  it  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  steep  path  alone  leads  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice.  5  miles  up  (1) 
hoars'  walk),  at  a  spot  where  the  gorge 
is  deepest,  was  a  singularly  bold  bridge 
of  a  single  arch  of  stone,  20  ft.  span, 
and  140  ft.  above  the  torrent,  and  400 
years  old.  This  was  the  PantenbrOcke^ 
which  was  swept  away  by  an  ava- 
lanche, 1 852,  and  has  been  since  re- 
built. The  gorge  above  the  bridge 
becomes  even  more  romantic  and 
wild;  it  is  surpassed  by  few  in  the 
Alps. 

About  i  hr.  above  the  brid^  a 
tributary  torrent  joins  the  Linth  on 
the  E.  side,  which  seems  to  cut  its 
own  channel,  but  a  few  yards  in 
width  and  many  hundreds  of  feet 
deep,  into  the  mass  of  the  Selbsanft 
mountain,  which  rises  grandly  in  tier 
over  tier  of  precipices  to  a  height  of 
about  10,000  ft.  Beyond  this  the 
path  crosses  to  the  W.  side  of  the 
stream,  and  the  gorge  opens  out  a 
little.  After  crossing  some  slopes  of 
disintegrated  slate  at  the  base  of  the 
Gemsistock,  anotherbridge  carried  the 
path  back  to  the  £.  bank,  and  a  little 
farther  the  chalets  of  the  Lcncer  Sand 
Alp  are  reached — 1}  hr.  from  the 
Pantenbrucke->where  milk  and  butter 
may  be  obtained.  From  this  point, 
about  4000  ft.  above  the  sea,  the 
views,  though  confined  by  the  rocks 
which  rise  steeply  around,  are  ex- 
tremely striking.  Nearly  due  S.  is 
the  magnificent,  but  rarely  visited, 
Biferten  glacier,  enclosed  by  the  pre- 
cipices of  the  Biferten  Stock  and  Pta- 
talva  on  the  £.,  and  the  Todi  on  the 
W.  It  sends  down  its  torrent,  the 
B^erterihach^  to  join  the  main  stream, 
here  called  the  Sandbach,  a  little  below 
the  higher  chalets.  The  Sandbach  is 
seen  to  flow  from  an  upper  plateau 
W.  of  the  Lower  Sand  Alp,  and  de- 
scends the  precipitous  rocks  on  that 
side  of  the  valley  in  a  moffrnficent  cas- 


cade, one  of  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
It  is  not,  however,  well  seen  from 
any  point  easy  of  access. 

The  path  to  the  Upper  Sand  Alp,  or 
Oherstaffel,  after  crossing  the  Biferteu- 
bach,  ascends  in  zigzags  the  steep 
slope  of  the  Ochsenb&nke,  and  at  the 
summit  crosses  the  Sandbach  just 
above  the  waterfall.  In  ^  hr.  ^2  nrs. 
from  the  lower  chalets)  the  chauiets  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp  are  reached. 

The  position  of  these  chalets  is 
striking  and  beautifuL  They  stand 
at  about  6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  in  the 
midst  of  bright  ereen  pastures,  sur- 
rounded by  rue^gecTsnow-capped  peaks. 
The  position  is  an  admiraoie  one  for 
expeaitions  over  the  neighbouring 
glaciers,  and  travellers  occasionally 
sleep  there.  They  are,  however, 
but  comfortless  quarters;  the  fleas 
are  even  more  numerous  than  usual, 
and  there  have  been  complaints  of 
incivility  and  extortion.  Future 
travellers  must  recollect  that  such 
ch&lets  are  frequently  not  occupied  by 
the  same  men  in  successive  seasons, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  that  what  has 
appeared  to  these  herdsmen  to  be 
lavish  payment  received  from  one 
traveller  has  encouraged  them  to 
make  unreasonable  demands  upon 
others.  From  the  Upper  Sand  Alp 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Amsteg,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Reuss,  crossing  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Clariden  Grat  (Kte.  34),  and 
descending  through  the  Maderaner- 
thal.  The  route  is  said  to  be  difficult, 
and  requires  good  guides,  ropes,  &c. 
For  a  traveller  intending  to  sleep  at 
the  upper  chalets,  the  best  route  n-om 
the  Lower  Sand  Alp  is  to  follow  up 
the  Bifertenbach  to  the  foot  of  tlie 
Biferten  glacier,  and  then  wind  round 
the  Ochsenstock  to  the  pastures  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp.  A  guide  should 
be  taken.  In  the  way  back  to  Stachel- 
berg,  the  route  may  be  varied  by 
ascending  the  Beckistock;  then,  pass- 
ing over  the  shoulder  of  the  Gemsi- 
stock, the  path  is  rejoined  near  the 
FantenbrticKe. 

[The  Dm  or  Todiberg  (1 1 ,880  ft.)  is 
the  giant  of  this  portion  of  the  chain 
of  ^ps,and  its  summit  had  been  rarely 
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ascended  until  1863,  since  when  its 
ascent  has  hecome  popular.  Th. 
Thut  and  Gab.  Voegeu  are  guides.] 


ROUTE  76. 

ICUOTTA  TO  THE  BATHS  OF  STACHEL* 
BERa,  BT  THE  BtSI-THAL ;  OR  TO 
ALTORF,  BY  THE  KINZIQ  KtTLM. 

The  parallel  valleys  of  the  Muotta, 
which  mils  into  the  Lake  of  Liiceme 
near  Brunnen,  and  the  SchSchen,  which 
joins  the  Reuss  near  Altorf,  are  sepa- 
rated by  a  ruffged  range  of  moun- 
tains, a  spur  from  the  main  ranee 
forming  tne  W.  boundary  of  the 
Lint-thai,  whose  extremities  are  the 
Axenberg,  impending  over  the  Bay  of 
Uri  (Rte.  18),  and  tne  Scheyenstock 
over  Stachelberg.  Two  glens  di- 
verging to  the  southward  from  Muotta 
run  up  into  this  wild  district.  That 
to  the  E.,  called  the  Bisi-thal,  leads  to 
Stachelberg  over  the  shoulder  of  the 
Scheyenstock,  while  the  western  glen 
leads  over  the  Kinzig  Kubn  to  Spirin- 
gen,  in  the  Sch'achen-thal,  about  If 
nr.  from  Altorf.  Neither  pass  presents 
scenery  of  the  first  order,  hut  the 
first  is  a  short  cut  from  Muotta  to 
Stachelberg.  The  pass  of  the  Kinzig 
Kulm  has  some  fine  scenery,  besides 
the  historical  interest  connected  with 
it,  to  interest  travellers,  but  it  does 
not  lie  conveniently  in  the  route  be- 
tween any  two  frequented  places. 

From  Muotta  to  Stachelberg  is  a 
laborious  walk  of  9  or  10  hrs.  A 
g^od  horse-path  leads  up  the  Bigi4kal 
to  the  hamlet  of  Eigen ;  the  scenery 
is  very  wild;  it  is  much  narrower 
than  the  Muotta  Thai,  with  overhang- 
ing precipices,  and  well  wooded.  In 
2f  hours  the  path  reaches 

Evfen,  a  scattered  hamlet  Beyond 
this  the  path  is  practicable  only  for  the 
pedestrian.  No  one  should  attempt 
this  without  a  guide.    After  leaving 


the  Bisi  Thai  the  scenery  is  the  most 
savage  conceivable.  The  summit  of 
the  mountain  between  the  valleys, 
across  which  the  path  runs,  is  a 
rugged  sunken  plain  of  bare  rock, 
many  miles  in  extent,  without  vege- 
tation of  any  kind  except  on  a  central 
green  oasis  (a  little  verdant  plain)^ 
where  the  soil  has  collected,  the  whole 
surrounded  by  snowy  peaks.  The 
pith  is  only  traceable  in  many  parts 
by  the  little  piles  of  stones  put  up  by 
the  shepherds  to  guide  themselves ; 
and  the  streams,  instead  of  finding 
their  way  into  the  valley  as  usua^ 
tumble  in  cascades  into  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain.  This  arises  from  the 
strata  of  the  rock  being  perpendicular, 
or  nearly  so,  which  has  also  caused 
the  soil  to  be  washed  down  by  the 
rain,  leaving  the  upturned  strata  of 
the  rock  naked  and  bleached  by  the 
weather,  something  like  a  crevassed 
glacier  turned  to  rock,  and  rugged  in 
the  extreme.  On  the  side  of  the 
Linth  -  Thai  this  savage  plain  is 
bounded  by  precipices  which  over- 
hang the  oaths  of  Stachelberg,  and 
it  is  fianked  by  two  bold  peaks  right 
and  left.  The  descent  to  the  Baths 
is  very  steep  and  fatiguing:  there 
is  no  inn  by  the  way. 

From  Muotta  to  the  Kinzig  Kulm 
the  track  leaves  the  path  to 
Eigen  near  the  opening  of  the 
Bisi  Thai,  ascending  nearly  due  S. 
**The  ascent  is  continued  obliquely 
up  a  steep  broken  slope,  till  the 
path  arrives  eventually  upon  the 
wooded  edge  of  a  chasm,  in  which  the 
invisible  stream,  which  issues  from  the 
high  vftUey  leading  up  to  the  Pass,  is 
heard  descending  in  cataracts  into  the 
Muotta  Thai.  A  track  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  on  the  right  bank  of  this 
stream,  is  now  pursued:  and,  after  an 
hour's  walking  from  Muotta,  the  ab- 
rupt ascent  ceases,  and  the  valley 
above  is  entered.  Having  passed 
through  a  wood,  the  path  crosses  the 
river  ror  the  first  time  by  some  ch&lets 
(1^  hour  from  Muotta).  The  river  is 
recrossed  after  another  (quarter  of  an 
hour:  a  second  forest  is  tra^rsed, 
and  a  third  bridge  crossed  ^2^  hours 
from  Maotta).  The  part  of  tbe  valley 
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below  this  bridge  is  narrow  and  pic- 
turesque, shut  in  on  both  sides  by 
high  white  precipices.  Over  the  £. 
range  the  sun  did  not  appear,  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  till  8  o'clock. 
The  rich  green  slopes  N.  of  Muotta, 
speckled  with  ch&lets,  and  surmounted 
by  Tast  cliffs,  may  be  seen  from  favour- 
able positions,  whenever  the  eye  is 
thrown  back,  through  the  opening  of 
the  valley.  After  the  third  bridge  is 
crossed,  a  wild  open  basin  is  found, 
out  of  which  the  track  is  seen  ascend- 
ing from  the  S.W.  comer.  At  this 
comer  the  river  is  again  crossed.  1^ 
hr.  more  are  requisite  before  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  attained.  As 
far  as  some  chalets,  about  half-way 
up,  the  path  may  be  traced  without 
much  dimculty,  as  it  takes  for  its 
guide  the  falling  stream,  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  riU.  Towards  the  summit, 
however,  it  is  faintly  marked,  and 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  other 
tracks.  The  stream  is  left  behind, 
the  direction  of  ascent  being  towards 
the  south,  among  little  hillocks  and 
hollows  filled  with  snow;  over  open 
ground,  where  many  directions  might 
be  taken,  and  the  proper  route  lost. 
A  short  pole  marks  the  crest  of  the 
Pass  (7280  feet),  which  is  gained  in 
about  4  hrs.  from  Muotta. 

"Great  interest  is  attached  to  the 
Kinzig  Kulm,  in  an  historical  point  of 
view,  as  being  the  scene  of  Suwar- 
row's  disastrous  march  from  Altorf 
in  1799.  Having  pounced  down,  as 
it  were,  upon  the  fVench  from  the 
heights  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
driven  them  before  him  to  Altorf,  he 
there  found  his  progress  barred  by 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  without  a  boat 
to  cross  it,  his  troops  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  famine,  and  the  country 
so  completely  drained  by  war  as  to 
be  quite  incapable  of  supporting  them. 
The  only  alternative  that  remained 
to  him,  was  to  attempt  to  join  the 
forces  of  the  allies,  through  the  hor- 
rible defile  of  the  Schachen;  and  to 
cross  the  rarely-trodden  summits  of 
the  high  Alps.  The  only  passage  up 
this  vuley  was  by  a  mere  path;  so 
that  his  army  was  obliged  to  advance 
in  a  single  file,  abandoning  much  of 


their  artillery  and  baggage.  Their 
march  lasted  14  hours;  and  before 
the  rear-guard  had  left  Altorf,  the 
van  had  reached  Muotta.  Many  of 
the  Russians  sank  from  fatigue  by  the 
wayside,  and  perished;  others  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French,  who  hovered 
in  their  rear;  the  valley  was  strewn 
with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses, 
with  arms  and  equipments.  The  re- 
mainder of  this  memorable  march  is 
described  inEte.  73.  The  picturesque 
attractions  of  this  route  are  of  a  high 
order,  as  the  view  which  it  commands 
is  of  great  extent  and  magnificence. 
This  view  is  rather  improved  by  being 
seen  from  an  eminence  to  the  £., 
reached  in  10  m.  from  the  CoL 

**  The  descent  into  the  Schachen  Thai 
is  long  and  steep,  but  the  path  is  well 
traced  and  the  pole  on  the  Kinzig 
Kubn,  being  seen  for  a  long  time, 
would  help  to  guide  the  ascending 
pedestrian  on  this  side,  though  it  is 
useless  for  that  purpose  on  the  other. 
The  path  lies  throughout  down  the 
pastures  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream,  but  generally  at  a  considerable 
distance  fromit.  The  Schachen  Thai 
is  reached  at  a  point  a  little  below 
Spiringen,  after  a  descent  of  2^  hrs. 
From  thence  to  Burglen  it  is  a  walk 
of  }  of  an  hour,  and  another  ^  hour 
brings  the  traveller  to  Altorf." — R,£, 

8  or  9  hrs.  walk  from  Muotta  to 
Altorf 
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ROUTE  76. 

STAOHELBERa  TO  ALTORF,  BY*  THE 
KLAU8EN  PASS. 

h.  m. 
StachelbeT^. 

Summit 4  15 

Uuterschfichen  ...  2  0 
Spiringen  ....  1  0 
Altorr 1  1ft 

8  30 

Charge  for  a  horse  from  Stachel- 
berff  to  the  summit,  12  fr.;  to  Altorf, 
24  fr.  and  a  trinkeeld.  The  path  is 
so  well  marked  that  guides  may  be 
dispensed  with;  it  is  practicable  for 
horses.  It  turns  out  of  the  valley  of 
the  Linth  to  the  W.  at  Aue,  about  a 
mile  above  the  baths,  and  ascends  the 
valley  of  the  Fatsch,  or  Urner  Boden, 
keepmg  along  its  1.  bank;  a  very  stiif 
pull  of  1}  hours.  Within  a  mile  above 
the  junction  of  the  Fatsch  and  Linth, 
the  valley  belongs  to  canton  Uri.  It 
abounds  in  fine  mountain  pastures, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Schachen-thal  pass  their  summer  here 
among  the  cows.  Urner  Boden  (there 
is  an  humble  Inn  3^  hrs.  from  Stachel- 
ber^ )  is  a  scattered  hamlet  of  80  houses, 
with  a  church,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  valley.  The  culminating 
point,  or  Klausen  pass,  is  a  ridg^  of 
6150  ft.  high,  connecting  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Clariden  Alps  on  the  S. 
with  the  shattered  Zingel,  Glatten,  and 
Camli.  From  an  eminence  a  little  N. 
of  the  summit  a  very  fine  view  is  ob- 
tained of  the  opposite  range  of  the 
Scheerhom  and  Windgelle.  On  the 
top  of  the  pass  stands  a  little  chapel. 
A  little  further  on  the  path  divides,' 
leading  L  by  a  rapid  descent,  or 
straight  on   along   Uie  higher  level 


until  it  falls  in  with  that  from  the 
Kinzig  Kulm,  and  descends  upon  Spi- 
ringen. This,  though  the  longest,  is 
said  to  be  less  fatigumg:  it  is  probably 
also  the  less  beautiful  track. 

The  other  and  more  frequented  path 
descends  by  long  and  steep  zigzags, 
by  the  rocks  of  the  Balmwand, 
into  the  Schdchen-thal ;  on  the  L  hand 
is  seen  the  very  pretty  cascade  of  the 
Stdnhi.  Opposite  the  chapel  of  SL 
Anne  a  berg^all  occurred  in  1833, 
which  arrested  for  some  time  the 
course  of  the  Schachen,  and  pro- 
duced a  small  lake.    At  the  village  of 

Uivter  Scfi&chen^  the  first  on  the  Uri 
side  (a  small  Inn^  Rose,  homely  but 
tolerable),  another  branch  of  the 
valley  opens  S.,  and  sends  forth  the 
main  stream  of  the  Schachen.  An 
excursion  may  be  made  from  here 
to  the  glacier  which  descends  from 
the  Gross  Ruchen,  wrongly  called 
Riichi  on  most  maps.  The  Spitze,  the 
mountain  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent, 
discharges  dang^erous  avalanches  in 
spring.    At 

Spiringen^  and  a  little  lower  down, 
near  the  chapel  of  St.  Anthony,  there 
are  inns,  tolerably  good  for  this 
country. 

BUrglen,  the  birthplace  of  Tell, 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schachen- 
thaL    (Rte.  34.) 

Altorf  (Rte.  34). 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  very 
interesting.  No  single  point  is  equal 
to  the  view  from  the  Kldn  See  on  the 
Fragel  route  (Rte.  73);  but  on  the 
W.  side  the  Schachen  Thai  is  much 
finer  than  the  Muotta  Thai. 


Switzerland.        boute  77. — STiCHELBEBG  to  disentis. 
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BOUTE  77. 

8TAGHELBERO    TO   DI8BNTI8,   BT   THE 
8AND  OBAT. 

This  pass  shoald  be  undertaken 
only  in  settled  weather,  and  by  prac^ 
tised  pedestrians.  A  good  guide  is 
indispensable.  (Gabriel  Zweifel,  at 
Jjint  Thai,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Monn, 
at  Disentis,  have  been  recommended  ; 
the  latter  is  said  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  glaciers  surrounding  the 
Todi.)  Starting  from  Stachelberg,  it 
is  a  Tery  long  day's  work  to  reach 
Disentis  —  about  14  hrs.;  and  most 
travellers  will  find  it  advisable  to  sleep 
either  at  the  upper  or  lower  Sand 
Alp.  The  lower  ch&lets  probably 
afford  better  accommodation,  but  they 
are  2  hrs.'  walk  nearer  to  Stachel- 
berg. The  ascent  from  Disentis  being 
shorter  than  from  Stachelberg,  the 
pass  may  be  made  from  that  side  in 
about  13  hrs. 

The  route  from  Stachelberg  to  the 
upper  Sand  Alp,  5}  hrs.'  walk,  has 
been  described  in  Rte.  74.  Beyond  that 
point  the  track  keeps  near  to  Uie  stream, 
and  in  about  \  hr.  commences  to  ascend 
the  Sand  glacier  in  a  S.W.  direction, 
towards  the  KatscharauUt  between 
which  peak  and  that  of  the  Kleiner 
TOdi  lies  the  pass.  The  glacier,  with 
proper  precautions,  offers  neither  diffi- 
culty nor  danger ;  and  in  about  4  hrs.. 


or  less  if  the  snow  be  in  good  order, 
the  summit  of  the  Sand  Qrat  is  at- 
tained, 9272  ft.  above  the  sea.  The 
view  of  the  surrounding  Alps  is  ex- 
tremely fine.  The  Tddi  (U,883  ft.)  is 
the  most  prominent  object.  It  is  here 
seen  that,  contrary  to  the  common 
opinion,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Todi  does  not  lie  in  the  range  which 
forms  the  watershed  between  Glarus 
and  the  Orisons,  but  in  a  huge  but- 
tress projecting  on  its  N.  side.  The 
peak  which  does  lie  in  the  main  range, 
and  which  h  taken  for  the  Todi  when 
seen  from  the  valley  of  the  Vorder 
Rhein,  is  the  Piz  Rosein^  a  lower  ,com* 
panion  of  the  T5di  proper. 

A  steep  but  not  very  difficult  de- 
scent, partly  over  loose  stones,  leads  in 
about  1^  hr.  (2  hrs.  ascending)  to  the 
Disentis  Alp,  where  there  are  2  or  3 
ch&lets,  occupied  only  in  the  height  of 
summer.  From  the  S.  side  of  this 
pasture  the  descent  lies  through  the 
beautiful  glen  of  the  Fa/ i2osem,  chiefly 
amongst  pine-trees,  overhung  by 
ragged  rocks.  In  3  hrs.  from  the 
summit  the  path  emerges  on  the  road 
from  Ilanz  to  Disentis,  close  to  a 
wooden  bridge  across  the  stream  from 
the  Yal  Bosein. 

About  2  m.  distant  by  the  high- 
road is  Disentis,  Inns:  Krone  (or 
Post),  comfortable,  civil  landlord; 
Adler  (or  Bathhaos).  (See  Rte.  82.) 
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HOUTE  7a. 

STACHELBERa  TO  BRIGELS,  OVER  THE 
KI8TEN0RAT. 

'*  After  crossing  the  P&nte&brfieke 
(Rte.  74)^  which  is  nearly  2  hrs.'  good 
walking^  from  the  baths  of  StacheU 
berg,  &ifi  patH  over,  the  Kistengrat 
turns  rather  sharply  to  tl\e  L,  and 
ascends  through  pleasant  woods  and 
green  pastun^s  for  a  time.  2^  hrs. 
irom  the  Pantei^rvicke,  always  rising, 
brings  you  to  the  summit  o^  tlie  little 
eeclwled  i^oojc  in  which  the  chilet 
of  the  liinksm  Alp^  the  highest  be- 
longing to  tft^  Lintrthal,  is  built.  It 
consists  of  3  miserab^  hovels  of  loose 
stones,  one  a  piece  for  the  cows,  the 
goats,  and  the  men.  This  is  gepai 
rated  from  the  black  precipitous  face 
of  the  Selbsanft  Mountain  bv  a  deep 
chasm,  the  bottom  of  which  can 
scarcely  be  seen  from  the  edg^.  Here 
a  man  and  2  boysi^witl^  3  or  4  cows 
and  doBOfi  goats,  pass  3  months  of  the 
year  in  seclusion,  taking  with  them 
their  supply  of  flour  and  bread.  After 
quitting  the  Limem  ^p,  tl^ere  was  no 
semblance  of  a  path,  and  the  snQw,which 
in  the  middle  of  the  dj\y  before  had 
been  declared  by  the  guide  and  pea- 
santry to  be  quite  impassable  from  its 
softness,  had  become  early  in  the 
morning  so  hard  and  icy  as  to  be 
nearly  imp^i^M»ble  i^  the  steeper  parts 
from  its  slipperiness;  so  great  is  the 
difference  made  by  a  few  hours.  It 
too^  ufk  qu^  5^  hrs.  to  go  from  the 
chalet  on  the  Limern  Alp  to  the  vil-c 
lage  of  Brigels,  and  of  these  3^  were 
on  the  snow.  We  passed  close  by 
the  Miitte^  See,  leaving  it  on  our 
left.  It  was  then  a  mass  of  snow  and 
ice,  no  water  being  visible.  In  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  the  snow  a  path  is 
sometimes  taken  across  a  lower  part 
of  the  mountain,  leaving  die  Miitten 
6ee  on  the  right,  but  it  was  too  steep 


and  slippery  for  us  to  attempt.  We 
crossed  a  higher  part  of  the  mountain 
by  aid  of  the  solitary  foot-tracks  of 
some  shepherd  (made  when  the  snow 
was  softer,  as  the  g^ide  said,  in  search 
of  some  lost  sheep),  and  which  we 
luckily  discovered  just  at  the  steepest 
part,  where  a  slip  would  have  carried 
one  down  over  a  precipice  of  un- 
known depth.  The  views  of  the  dis- 
tant Alps  itom.  the  summit  are  very 
fine,  and  the  descent  into  the  valley 
of  the  Vorder  Bhine,  near  Brigels, 
affords  one  continuous  view  of  that 
valley  from  above  Disentis,  almost 
to  its  junction  with  the  vaJUey  of  the 
Hinter  Bhine,  and  is  also  very  fine; 
but  the  expedition  was  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  and  danger,  although  it 
enabled  me  to  see  the  upper  part  of 
the  lant-Thal  and  the  IVuitenbrucke, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Yorffer  Bhine,  without  retaming 
on  my  footsteps.  Much  depends  on 
the  season,  the  weather,  and  the  state 
of  the  snow;  but  it  is  at  least  9  hrs. 
from  the  births  of  Stachelberg  to 
Brigels,  and  one  should  start  at  ^ 
past  4,  or  at  latest  5,  o'clock  in  the 
momine.      The  Inn   at   Brigels    is 

Soor.  The  village  itself  was  nearly 
estroyed  by  f|re  a  few  years  since, 
and  many  of  the  hoaaes  are  new.  Thu 
chilet  on  the  Limem  Alp  is  a  little 
out  of  the  way,  and  it  would  save  time 
to  carry  refreshment  and  avoid  it." 


Svo^zerlancL      route  79. — btachelbkiu}.  to  heichknait. 
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ROUTE  79. 

OLARUS      OR     8TACHELBERO     TO     REI* 
CHENAU  —  RICHETU     AMD    8SGME8 


As  mentioned  in  Rte.  74,  there  are 
two  passes  by  which  commnnication 
is  kept  np  between  Glams  and  the 
Talley  of  the  Vorder  Rhein  in  the 
Grisons.  They  are  both  most  easily 
approached  by  the  char-road  which 
has  been  carried  for  5  leagaes  np  the 
Semft  Thai  as  far  as  Elm.  Pedes- 
trians approaching  from  Stachelberg 
will  prefer  the  Richetli  pass,  which 
leads  in  7  hrs.  from  the  Baths  to  Elm. 

About  8  m.  abore  Glams  the  Talley 
of  the  Linth  divides  into  two  branches. 
Oat  of  the  1.  or  E.  branch  issues  the 
Semft :  it  is  sometimes  called  Klein- 
thai,  to  distinguish  it  fhmi  the  larger 
W.  branch,  or  Lint-thai. 

About  i  way  to  Enghi  (/«n),  rt. 
there  is  rather  a  Une  waterfall ;  i  h. 
beyond  this  an  isolated  yiew  of  the 
Gl&misoh,  yery  noble.  This  mountain, 
owing  to  its  form  and  position,  is  one 
of  the  most  striking  in  Switzerland, 
seen  from  whatever  side. 

Maft^  another  village,  stands  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Semft,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  minor  vale  of  the  Krauch- 
thal,  up  which  runs  a  path  to  Sargans, 
over  the  Riseten  pass,  7  stnnden. 

The  quarries  in  the  Plattenberg;  a 
mountain  of  the  grauwacke  and  clay- 
slate,  on  the  1.  side  of  the  valley,  op- 
posite  Matt,  fhmish  excellent  slates 
for  roofing  or  for  writing.  Most  of 
the  schools  in  Switzerland  are  supplied 
Arom  hence:  and  the  slate  was  for- 
merly exported  down  the  Rhine  to 
Holland  end  the  Indies.  This  slate 
is  well  known  to  geologists  for  the 
beautiAil  and  perfect  casts  of  fossil 
fish  in  which  it  abounds.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  valley  is  unhealthy,  as 
may  be  leaned  from  the  occurrence 
of  gottre  and  cretinism  (those  afflicted 
with  the  latter  are  here  called  Tolpel 


-4olt,  blockhead— §  18) ;  but  the  iiv- 
habitants  of  the  upper  extremity  are 
a  fine  and  hardy  race. 

Sim,  (Irma:  a  new  inn,  built  in 
1857,  and  kept  by  Jacob  Elmer,  is 
comfortable,  and  the  landlord  atten- 
tive; another  inn,  formerly  well  re- 
eommended,  by  Uie  widow  Freulen 
appears  to  have  been  given  up.) 

The  route  from  Stachelberg  to 
Elm  crosses  the  Linth  and  ascends 
a  steep  path  on  the  rt.  baiik  of  the 
IHima  Thai,  At  the  head  of  that 
valley  the  track,  which  is  ftdntly 
marked^  bears  away  to  the  I.,  or  nearly 
due  E.,  and  reaches  the  summit  of  the 
Jiicheili  Pass  in  about  4  hrs.  from  the 
Baths.  The  descent  on  the  R  side 
towards  Elm  is  easy,  and  the  track 
pretty  well  marked,  so  that  no  guide 
IS  needed. 

[From  Elm  there  is  a  pass  over  the 
£amm  Grot  to  Sargans  or  Pfefiers. 
The  ascent  is  made  in  4  hrs.  by  a  very 
rough  path,  impassable  for  horses. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  said  to 
be  very  fine.  The  descent  into  the 
Weisstanmen  Thai  is  not  easy  to  find 
without  a  ^lude.  To  reach  Sargans 
that  valley  is  followed  from  its  head 
to  its  lower  extremity  at  Meh  near 
Sargans.  In  order  to  reach  Pfeffers 
it  is  necessaiT  to  torn  to  the  S.E.  after 
passing  the  first  chftlet  in  the  Weiss- 
tannen  Thai,  and  to  cross  two  ridges 
into  the  Kalfeuser  Thai,  or  valley  of 
the  Tamina,  which  may  be  followed 
to  Pfeffers.  This  is  a  lon^;  day's  walk 
of  folly  1 2  hrs.,  and  a  guide  is  indis- 
pensable. At  V&tiis,  in  the  Kalfeuser 
Thai,  there  is  a  poor  /nn.] 

The  Seines  Pass  from  Elm  to  Films 
requires  about  7  hrs.  fair  walking. 
Heinrich  Elmer  is  well  spoken  of  as  a 
guide.  The  path  crosses  the  Semft  just 
above  the  village,  and  follows  the  S.E. 
branch  of  that  stream,  fed  by  the  snows 
of  the  Ofen,  until  it  reaches  the  point 
where  the  stream  coming  from  the 
Segnes  joins  the  former.  The  path 
turns  to  the  1.,  and,  after  following 
the  second  stream  for  a  short  distance, 
begins  to  mount  nearly  due  E.  over 
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pastures,  and  then  over  loose  stones, 
where  all  trace  of  path  is  lost,  nntil  it 
approaches  very  near  to  a  aingolar 
hole,  or  natural  tunnel  through  the 
mountain,  which  is  called  the  Martins' 
lock,  and  throDtfh  which  on  four  days 
in  the  year — March  4  and  5,  and  Sep- 
tember 14  and  15 — ^the  sun  shiues 
ui>on  the  Tillage  ch.  of  Elm.  This 
orifice  is  nearly  directly  under  the 
peak  of  the  Segnes  Spitz,  which  is  800 
or  900  ft  above  it.  To  the  E.  several 
depressions  are  seen,  over  which  a 
way  might  probably  be  found  into  the 
Kalfeuser  Thai,  but  the  Segues  Pass 
(8612  Eng.  fL)  is  that  nearest  to  the 
Martinsloch.  On  the  3.  side  of  the 
pass  some  steep  rocks  and  slopes  of 
snow  lead  down  to  the  Fiimser  Fim,  a 
small  nearly  level  glacier  occupying 
a  hollow  in  the  mountain^  and  resem- 
bling a  frozen  lake.  This  is  crossed 
in  a  S.E.  direction,  and  the  rocks  are 
again  reached  on  this  E.  side  of  a 
stream  that  issues  from  the  glacier. 
Keeping  at  first  to  the  1.  of  a  tract  of 
wet  boggy  ground,  the  track  then  de- 
scends over  pastures  to  Flims,  where 
there  is  a  rough  inn.  Better  quarters 
are  found  by  pushing  on  about  6  m. 
by  the  char-road  to  Reichenau  (Inn: 
Adler).    (Rte.  8%> 


ROUTE  80. 

OLABirS  TO  ILANZ,  BT  THE  PAKTXER 
PASS. 

To  approach  this  pass  from  Glarua 
the  char-road  to  Elm  is  followed 
(see  Rte.  79).  In  going  from  Stachel- 
ber|;  by  the  Richetli  pass.  Elm  is 
avoided*  as  the  path  to  the  Fanixer 
is  met  soon  after  descending  the  Ri- 
chetli, near  to  the  ch&lets  of  Wicheln, 
about  4  m.  from  Elm.  But  it  would 
be  a  hard  day's  work  to  accomplish 
both  passes,  and  no  accommodation 
would  be  found  before  reaching  the 
vaia^  of  Panix,  fully  10  hrs.  good 
walkmg  from  the  Baths.  From  £]jn 
to  Ilanz  is  a  walk  of  8  hrs. 

An  hour  and  a  quarter's  walk  from 
Elm  brin^  the  traTeller  almost  to  the 
head  of  the  W.  branch  of  the  Semft 
That  and  in  front  of  the  opening  to 
the  S.,  which  leads  to  the  PanSxer 
pass.  The  ascent  of  the  pass  occupies 
2^  hours,  and  for  the  last  two  hours 
the  track  is  marked  by  poles.  The 
scenery  is  wild  and  desolate ;  the 
p-ouna  rises  in  staj^es,  or,  as  it  were, 
11^  gigantic  steps,  forming  open  flats 
borne  up  by  fireat  precipices.  The 
first  of  these  flats,  gained  in  |  of  an 
hour  from  the  Semft  Thai,  is  the 
wild  Jaser  Alp.  Here  are  found  the 
last  chalets. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  (7906  ft.) 
conunands  a  very  comprehensive  view 
over  the  southern  mountains  of  the 
Orisons,  but  is  not  remarkable,  ex* 
cent  for  extent 

The  commencement  of  the  descent 
into  the  Orisons  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  turns  towards  the  W.  in  the  di- 
rectlon  of  a  large  glacier  fed  by  the 
snow-fields  of  the  Hausstock.  The 
traveller  is  then  left  at  the  edge  of  a 
steep  declivity  to  find  his  own  way 
down.  Here  it  is  necessary  to  turn 
to  the  S.,  and  descend  the  declivity, 
loose,  wet,  and  it  may  be  said  track- 
less, in  order  to  gain  the  path  whkh 
may  be  perceived  on  an  Alp  or 
mountoin-pasturage  beneath.  Before 
reaching  this  Alp,  the  stream,  just 
sprung  m  a  considerable  volume  from 
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its  glacier,  must  be  waded  thronrh. 
The  way  then  lies  for  a  time  over  uie 
half-barren  surface  of  the  Alp,  which 
is  raided  on  immense  precipices  above 
the  lower  Tallej  of  Panix.  The  path 
then  recrosses  the  stream  (which  runs 
in  a  deep  chasm,  hardly  a  yard  in 
width,  intersecting  the  alp),  and  then 
ascends  for  some  distance  along  the 
face  of  the  precipices  on  the  E.,  pass- 
ing in  one  place  along  a  shelf  cut  out 
of  the  rock.  There  is  no  daneer 
whateyer  here  in  summer;  but  after 
a  fall  of  snow  the  passage  might  not 
be  unattended  with  peril. 

The  path  now  opens  upon  a  wide 

freen  pasturage,  partially  sloping 
own  towards  Uie  S.,  and  turning  by 
degrees,  first  E.  and  then  N.E.,  so  as 
to  double  round  the  head  of  the 
ravine.  The  rest  of  the  way  to  the 
villafi;e  of  Panix^  where  there  is  a 
smaU  country  Inn,  presents  no  great 
difficulty,  though  some  little  embar- 
rassment may  be  experienced  in  the 
woods.  Panix  is  a  long  2  hours  dis- 
tant from  the  pass  to  which  it  (pyes 
name.  From  nere  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  look  back  upon  the  pass. 
All   approach    seems   so  barred  by 

Erecipices  that  its  accessibflity  would 
9  considered  almost  impossible. 

Below  Panix  there  is  a  good  path, 
running  at  a  great  eleyation  above 
the  stream  along  the  monntain-side, 
and  eventually  emerging  upon  the 
heights  overlooking  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein,  which  sweeps  along  far 
below.  The  views  of  this  valley,  seen 
on  the  descent,  are  of  extraordinary 
beauty.  The  path  leads  for  a  lon|r 
time  through  pleasant  fields  ana 
woodland  scenes,  but  at  length  de» 
scends  more  rapidly  upon  Buvis,  im- 
mediately below  which  village  it  falls 
into  the  high  road  which  conducts  to 
Hans.  From  Panix  to  Hans  (Rte.  82) 
is  a  walk  of  2  hours. 

Snwarrow,  after  the  almost  incre- 
dible march  detailed  in  Btes.  73, 
75,  remained  like  a  stag  at  bay  for 
three  or  four  days  at  Glarus  for  the 
purpose  of  resting  his  wearied  troops, 
though  not  a  day  was  passed  without 
skirmishes  more  or  less  severe  with 
the   enemy.     At  lsi»gth»  finding  it 


hopeless  to  attack  a  Flench  force  now 
so  gpreatly  superior  in  numbers  to  his 
own,  he  adopted  the  only  remaining 
alternative,  of  again  leading  his  ex- 
hausted and  diminished  followers  over 
the  high  crest  of  the  Alps,  in  order 
to  rescue  them  from  anniniLation,  and 
enable  him  to  unite  himself  with  the 
scattered  fragments  of  the  Russian, 
army  in  the  Grisons.  He  broke 
up  nrom  his  quarters  on  the  5th  of 
October.  The  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  difficulties  of  the  passage,  and 
the  vastly  superior  force  pressing  on 
the  heels  of  his  dispirited  soldiers, 
rendered  this  a  for  more  hazardous 
enterprise  than  that  which  he  had 
previously  accomplished.  The  miser* 
able  path  up  the  valley  would  barely 
admit  two  men  abreast:  along  this  the 
army  painftilly  wound  its  way  in  single 
file.  The  difficulty  of  the  ascent  was 
greatly  increased  by  a  fall  of  snow  2 
feet  deep;  but,  as  though  the  hard* 
ships  of  the  way  were  not  enough,  the 
indefatigable  French,  ascending  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Semft,  allowed 
the  Russians  no  respite  from  their 
harassing  assaults.  Numbers  lay 
down,    exhausted    frotn    fstigue,    to 

Serish  on  the  snow;  many,  slipping 
own  the  insecure  fragments  of  slate, 
and  along  the  rocks,  polished  by  the 
frost,  were  hurled  over  the  precipices, 
and  crushed  in  the  abyss  below,  while 
the  enemy's  bullets  were  not  slow  in 
further  tninnine  their  ranks.  After 
five  days  of  ton,  and  Tour  nights  of 
little  repose,  since  they  were  spent  on 
the  bare  surface  of  the  snow  and  the 
glaciers,  where  many  men  were  frozen 
to  death,  Snwarrow  crossed  the  ridge 
of  Panix,  between  7000  and  8000  ft 
above  the  sea,  and  on  the  10th  of 
October  gained  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
at  Banz.  Even  on  reaching  the 
descent  into  the  Orisons,  many 
perished  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
fearful  chasm  of  the  Araschka  Alp. 
For  months  the  foul  birds  and  beasts 
of  prey  were  gorged  with  their  bodies, 
and  the  bones  or  many  a  warrior  are 
still  blanching  in  the  crevices  and 
ravines  of  the  Jatzer.  Thus  termi- 
nated a  march  of  18  days'  duration, 
perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  ever 
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perfbrmed  by  an  army,  ineessuitlj  en- 
gaged, fighting  a  battle  almost  every 
day,  and  obliged  to  traverse  a  country 
unknown,  and  completely  destitute  of 
resources.  This  remarkable  retreat 
was  acoompUshed  with  the  loss  of  all 
his  artillery,  the  gpreater  part  of  the 
beasts  of  burden,  and  one-third  of  his 
men. 


BOUTE  82. 

COIRE,  UP  THK  VALLEY  OP  THE  VORDER 
RHEIN,  TO  DISRNTIB,  AND  ACROSS  TU£ 
OBBRALP  TO  ANDERMATT. 

Stmiden.  £09,10. 
Rddwiiaa  .    •    .    .    3    s    s 
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Oarria^road  toAndermatt;  dili- 
gence daily  in  9  hrs.  as  far  as  Di- 
sentis,  where  horses  and  cars  can  be 
obtained.  The  ascent  of  the  Ober- 
alp  on  the  Grison  side  is  rather 
rough  :  thence  to  Andermatt  in  good 
order. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  walk  from 
Beichenau  to  Andermatt  in  less  than 
2  days.  As  far  as  Disentis  the 
scenery  is,  in  parts,  very  fine,  not  un- 
like r^ide  in  Scotland.  Thence  to 
Andermatt  is  chiefly  over  open  Alpine 
pasturages.  The  number  of  small 
castles  on  heights  above  the  Rhine 
is  remarkable;  it  is  as  much  the  cas- 
telUuted  Bhine  here  as  bcdow  Mayenoe. 


The  great  posi-road  from  Coire 
(Rte.  67),  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
is  followed  as  &r  as 

6  m.  Seichenau — Inn:  Adler  (Rte. 
87)~where  the  waters  of  the  Yorder 
and  HinterRhein  unite.  The  old  road 
to  lianx  is  carried  along  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  through  Bonaduz,  and 
is  about  3  m.  shorter,  but  is  less 
interesting,  than  the  new  carriage- 
road  on  the  L  bank.  Pedestrians  S>U 
lowing  the  new  road  may  make  a 
short  cut  avoiding  Flims,  so  that  there 
is  little  inducement  to  prefer  the  old 
road.  The  new  carriage-road,  planned 
by  the  eng^eer,  M.  £a  Kioca»  is  well 
construct^  though  narrow. 

The  new  road  strikes  up  the  side  of 
the  hills  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
to  the  village  of  Tamins,  direoUy  over 
Reichenau.  Hence  the  traveller  enjoys 
a  beautiful  view  up  both  valleys  of 
the  Rhine.  The  entrance  of  that  of 
Hinter-Rhein,  up  which  runs  the  road 
to  the  Splijgen,  is  guarded  by  the 
castle  of  Rieiuns,  ba^ed  by  villages 
and  church-towers  without  number. 
Beyond  ISHns  our  road  turns  aside 
from  the  Rhine,  and  bends  round  a 
little  monticule  rising  by  a  consider- 
able and  steep  ascent  into  a  small 
sequestered  ufJand  basin,  in  the  midst 
of  which  lies 

7  m.  FUma  (Rom.  Flem.) — Adler, 
Poste^  rough— a  village  3360  ft  above 
the  sea,  named  f^m  the  number  of 
sources  around  it,  ad  Jlutnmtu  [Here 
the  path  to  Qhurus,  by  the  Segnes 

C(Rte.  79),  strikes  off  to  Wald- 
ler,  a  rustic  inn,  in  }  m  3  After 
continuing  some  time  out  of  sight 
of  the  Rhine,  we  join  it  again  after 
a  steep  descent,  about  3  miles^  be* 
yond  Lax.  Pedestrians  should*  in- 
quire for  a  foot-path  which  cuts  off 
uie  greater  part  01  the  d<^tour  involved 
by  passing  through  Flims. 

7  m.  Hanz  (in  Romansch,  Glion,  or 
lion). — (Thfis:  Oberalp,  on  rt.  bank  ; 
Pos^  or  Zum  Lukmanier.)  Il&ns  is 
the  only  place  in  the  valley  deserving 
the  name  of  town,  and  is  the  oapifeu 
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of  the  Graue  Bund,  or  Grej  League, 
p.  220.  Its  568  Inhab.  speak  Komansch, 
and  this  dialect  prevails  in  a  large 
portion  of  the  vallev.  This  place, 
maffnificently  situated  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  tne  river,  exhibits  marks  of  poverty, 
though  the  country  around  is  fertile; 
its  walls  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 
It  was  once  the  abode  of  many  noble 
families.  There  is  a  fine  panoramic 
view  from  the  Pix  Mundauni  S.Wk  of 
the  town. 

rrhe  Pass  of  the  Yalserberg  to 
6plugen  is  described  Rte.  69.  The 
Panixer  pass  to  Glarus  is  described 
Bte.80. 

From  Dans  to  Tusis  is  a  day's  walk 
of  10  or  11  hrs.  by  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein  and  the  Savien  Thai 
(Rte.  90).  Scarcely  any  route  could  re- 
pay the  traveller  better  than  this;  but 
the  path  is  not  always  good.  There 
is  also  a  pass  to  Ohvone,  in  the  Vid 
Blegno  (Rte.  66).] 

At  Kuis,  2|  m.  beyond  Hans,  the 
Panixer  pass  diviSr^es,  tihe  scene  of 
Suwarrow's  retreat  (Rte.  81). 

5  m.  Rhine  is  crossed  to  Tavanasa, 
and 

4  m.  is  recrossed  thence^ 

1  m.  TriMa  fRom.,  I'ron) — (fnnir 
Krone,  "  not  well  reputed") — a  village 
in  a  singularly  beautiful  situation,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  Rhine.  Its  800 
Inhab.  are  Rom.  Catholics,  and  speak 
Romansch.  Abandoned  iron-works  in 
the  vicinity.  Truns  is  chiefly  remark- 
able, however,  as  the  cradle  of  liberty 
among  the  Rhcetian  Alps.  Betteatn 
the  shade  of  the  neighbouring  forest 
the  peasants  met  at  Uie  beginning  of 
the  15th  century y  to  concert  plans  for 
liberating  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren from  the  oppression  and  slavery 
of  their  feudal  lords^  three  or  four  of 
whose  castles,  now  iti  rultts^  may  still 
be  seen  frowning  down  from  the 
neighbouring  crags. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  village,  on 
the  side  of  Ilanz,  stands  the  decayed 
but  venerated  fragment  of  a  Syca- 
more (Acer  Pseudoplatanus ;  Grerman, 
Ahom),  now  6  or  7  centuries  old,  a 
mere  trunk,  doven  and  hollow,  be- 


neath whose  once-spreading  branches 
the  deputies  of  the  peasants  met  the 
nobles  who  were  favourable  to  their 
cause,  in  March,  1424,  and  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  one  another,  and  to 
their  free  constitution  then  esta- 
blished. According  to  tradition  this 
remarkable  oath  was  administered 
by  the  Abbot  of  Disentis.  The 
confederates  swore  "to  be  and  to 
continue  good  alkd  true  friends ;  to 
hold  together  in  war  and  in  peace  ; 
to  maintain  each  man  his  own  rights 
by  law,  and  not  by  the  strong  hand; 
to  withstand  all  lawless  violence;  and 
to  punish  tbe  unruly  who  wiU  not 
obey  the  sentence  of  tbe  law."  Such 
is  tne  origin  of  the  Grst  League, 
Crraue  Bund  (Rte.  66),  so  called  from 
the  grey  beards  Or  the  grey  home- 
spun  garb  of  the  venerable  assembly. 
A  vigorous  young  shoot  has  sprouted 
forth  from  the  hollow  trunk,  and  is 
protected  by  a  railing.  Close  to  the 
sycamore  ti^ee  stands  the  little  Chapel 
of  St.  Anne^  whose  bofti^  is  adorned 
with  Bible  texts,  "In  libertatem  vocati 
estis;"  **Ubi  Spiritus  Domini,  ibi  Li- 
bertas;"  "In  te  speravenmt  Patres;** 
&c\,  attd  with  two  fresco  paintings. 
One  represents  the  first  formation  of 
the  League,  the  principal  figures  bein? 
the  Abmt  of  Disentis,  in  the  robes  of 
his  order;  the  Count  of  Sax,  with  a 
white  flowing^ beard;  and  the  lord  of 
RhcBtzuns.  The  other  picture  shows 
the  renewal  of  the  oath  in  1778:  the 
debuties  here  appear  with  starched 
frills,  and  hair  powdered  and  friszl^; 
in  silk  stockings  and  walking-sticks* 
It  is  recorded  tnat  the  deputies  on  the 
former  occasion  brought  their  dinners 
in  sacks  on  their  backs,  which  they 
hung  u^  by  flails  to  the  rocks,  while 
they  quenched  their  thirst  in  the 
brook  which  traverses  the  meadow 
of  Tavanasa.  The  more  courtier-like 
deputies  of  the  second  meeting  were 
more  sumptuously  feasted  in  the  man- 
sion of  the  Abbot.  In  the  so-called 
mtter-saal,  a  building  belonging  to 
the  Abbey  of  Disentis,  the  arms  of  all 
the  magistrates  since  1424  are  painted 
on  the  wall& 

The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  paft 
of  the  valley,   about   Disentis^   ard 
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Roman  Catholics,  as  will  become  ap- 
parent from  the  increased  number  of 
churches  and  crosses.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  change  from  lime- 
stone to  primitive  rocKS,  and  give  a 
diiferent  <Miaracter  to  its  scenery. 

Opposite  Somoix  (Rom.,  Sumvig; 
Lat.,  Summus-vicus\  abounding  in 
cherry-trees,  the  valley  of  that  name 
opens  out;  through  it  is  a  path  to 
Olivone  by  the  Greina  pass.  A 
wooden  bridge,  160  fu  high,  210  ft. 
long,  carries  the  road  over  the  Rusein- 
TobeL 

* 

7 J  Disentis  (Di  pronounced  Dee) — 
(^Tnn :  BL  Condrau). — Living  is  cheap : 
5i  frs.  board  and  lodging  a-£iy.  Game 

Jientiilil.  The  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
)isentis  (Rom.,  Mustar ;  Lat,  Mo- 
nasterium)  is  one  of  the  oldest  eo- 
clesiastical  establishments  in  Switzer- 
land, founded,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Scotch  monk  Siegbert,  a  compa- 
nion of  St.  GaU,  and  wa9  the  nucleus 
of  early  civilization  in  this  wild  and 
remote  country.  It  stands  on  an  ele- 
vated terrace,  3700  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level,  with  a  small  village  clustered 
round  its  base,  and  near  the  head  of  a 
rather  long  ascent.  It  is  protected  by  a 
forest  above  it  from  falling  avalanches, 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  Yorder-Rhine, 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  Alpine 
torrents  which  unite  in  forming  that 
river.  The  Abbey  has  twice  been 
burned  down  in  modem  times,  first  in 
1799,  when  the  French  invaders  burnt 
it,  and  along  with  it  the  library  formed 
in  the  7  th  and  8th  centuries.  Provo- 
cation was  given  for  this  act  of  venge- 
ance, by  me  murder  of  a  party  of 
French  soldiers,  who  had  been  dis- 
armed and  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Swiss  Laudsturm,  and  who  were  here 
set  upon  by  the  infuriated  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  valley,  and  literally 
cut  or  torn  to  pieces.  The  abbey,  again 
burnt  in  1846,  but  rebuilt,  and  now  used 
as  a  school  for  the  Canton,  has  an  im- 
posing appearance,  from  its  size  and 
position,  towering  above  the  humble 
novels  of  the  village  below,  as  its  rich 
and  powerful  abbots,  in  the  middle 
ages,  lorded  it  over  their  vassals.  They 
were,  at  one  time,  firm  allies  of  the 


House  of  Habsburg,  and  the  abbot 
and  his  banner  occupied  the  van  at 
the  battle  of  Morgarten.  At  a  later 
period,  however,  1424,  Abbot  Peter  of 
Pontaningen  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Grison  liberty,  who  met  under  the 
sycamore  at  Truns. 

A  newspaper  is  published  here  in. 
the  Romansoi  dialect. 

Tl\ere  is  a  path  hence  up  the  Me- 
delser  Thai  to  Santa  Maria,  and 
thence  over  the  Lukmanier  to  Bellin- 
zona  (Rte.  85)  ;  a  2nd,  over  the  Uomo 
Pass  and  down  the  Val  Piora  to  Airolo^ 
lOf  hrs.  (Rte.  84)  ;  a  3rd,  difficult 
and  dangerous,  runs  N.  over  the  Dodi- 
Grat,  by  the  Sandalp,  to  the  Baths  of 
Stachelberg  (Rte.  77);  a  4th,  by  the 
Kreutzli  Pass  and  Maderaner  Thai 
(Rte.  83]  to  Amsteg,  10  hours'  good 
walking. 

Jean  Baptiste  Monn  is  recommended 
as  a  guide. 

A  Railway  through  the  ridge  of  the 
Lukmanier  has  been  surveyed.  (See 
Introduction,  §  8.) 

Disentis  is  a  convenient  station  for 
travellers  bent  on  exploring  these  and 
other  passes.  The  charge  is  rather 
high  for  very  poor  cattle,  vis.  11  frs. 
a-oay  for  each  horse,  with  a  bonnemain 
of  1  fr.  a-day  to  each  of  the  guides. 
But  in  summer  time  the  horses  are 
sent  up  to  the  Hi^h  Alps  to  carry 
hay,  &c.,  and  require  to  oe  fetched  a 
long  distance.  If  required  for  several 
days  a  less  price  will  be  taken. 

The  new  road  from  Disentis  up  to  the 
Oberalp  leaves  the  Medelser  Thai  on 
the  1.,  and  ascends  the  vale  of  Tavetsch 
by  the  L  bank  of  the  Vorder-Rhine, 
now  reduced  in  breadth  and  volume 
to  a  mountain-torrent  5.  Sedrun, 
or  Tavetsch  (^Inn:  Krone,  good, 
better  quarters  than  Disentis),  the 
chief  place  in  the  valley, 

2.  Ruaras  (Rom.,  St.  Giacomo).  Lodg- 
ing may  be  had  in  the  priest's  house, 
who  also  has  some  minerals.  On  a 
hill  nearly  surrounded  by  the  Rhine 
stand  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Pnlt- 
menga  or  Pontaningen,  10  min.  walk 
above  Ruaras  the  path  to  the  Oberalp 
splits;  [and  the  rt.-hand  branch,  a 
bridle-path,  is  shorter  and  better,  and 
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commands  finer  yiews,  owing  to  its 
keeping  more  to  the  heights,  which  it 
at  once  ascends,  and  rapidly.  It  joins 
the  road  at  the  K  end  of  the  Oberalp 
See.1 

Above  Baaras  a  narrow  gorge  leads 
out  of  the  lower  into  an  upper  valley. 
This  part  of  it  is  dreadfiuly  exposed 
to  avalanches.  In  1808  one  fell  from 
the  Ruenatsch  upon  the  village  of 
Selva,  and  killed  42  human  beings  and 
237  head  of  cattle. 

The  carrif^^rood  is  carried  through 
Tschiamot. 

TKliiamot  the  last  village  in  the 
Tavetsch  deserving  that  name,  and  pro- 
Tided  with  a  church;  it  is  5000  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  valley  of  Ta« 
vetsch  is  the  cradle  of  the  Vorder- 
Rhine:  it  is  supplied  from  3  branches, 
having  their  source  in  the  vast  moun^ 
tains  and  glaciers  which  wall  in  its 
upper  extremity;  the  Crispaltt  on  the 
S.  side,  the  Sexmadan  (Cima  de  Ba- 
dus),  and  the  Comare.  At  Tschiamot 
the  L-hand  path  is  crossed,  after 
which,  adieu  to  the  Rhine  ;  a  constant 
ascent  leads  the  traveller  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass,  7 172  ft.  above  the  sea. 

On  reaching  the  opposite  declivity, 
a  small  lake,  mmed  for  its  trout,  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  traveller.  This  is 
the  Oberalp  See,  one  of  the  head-waters 
of  the  Reuss:  it  is  beset  with  bogs. 
This  spot  was  the  scene  of  a  hard 
struggle  between  the  Prench  and 
Austnans  in  1799.  The  road  skirts 
along  the  K.  or  rt.  side  of  the  lake. 
The  vale  of  Urseren,  with  Hospital 
in  the  distance,  and  the  house  on  the 
Furca,  now  open  out  to  view,  and  a 
lone  descent  oy  well-drawn  zigzags, 
which  may  be  much  abridged  by  uie 
pedestrian,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

Andermatt  (Christinas  Inn,  good), 
on  the  St  Gothard  ^Rte.  34).  To 
walk  hence  to  Disentis  wiU  require 
7|  hrs ;  to  drive  3)  hrs. 


ROUTE  83. 

JLMSTEO  TO  DISENTIS,  BT  THE  PA88 
OF  THE  KBEUZIiL 

This  Pass  requires  from  10  to  11 
hrs.,  and  should  not  be  tried  without  a 

fuide.    Jos.  Maria  Trosch  and  Am- 
rose  Zgraggen,  of  Silenen,  are  good 
guides. 

**  The  path  runs  at  starting  up  the 
Maderaner  Thai,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Kerstlenbach,  which  joins  the  Reuss 
at  Amstee.  For  a  few  minutes  it  is 
by  its  side  :  the  ascent  to  gain  the 
level  of  the  fields  above  the  closing 
gorge  then  commences,  and  continues 
ror  about  i  hr.  through  the  forest. 
The  valley  behind  the  gorge  is  thus 
entered  and  followed  up  ;  the  chapel 
of  St.  Antony  and  little  hamlet  of 
Bristen  are  passed,  and  a  little  fur-* 
ther  on  the  river  is  crossed  (40  min. 
from  Amsteg),  and  recrossed  10  min. 
afterwards.  An  hr.  after  leaving  Am- 
steg the  stream  from  the  £zli  Thai 
is  crossed,  lliis  valley  leads  to  the 
Kreuali,  and  the  Maderan  Thai  is 
now  leftk  A  considerable  ascent  is 
necessary  to  get  into  the  £sli  Thid, 
as  the  path  has  to  mount  above  the 
head  of^  a  high  fall.  The  first  bridge 
over  its  stream,  above  the  fall,  is 
not  crossed,  but  the  three  foUowine 
are.  Soon  after  crossing  the  third  <3 
these  bridges  (about  2  hrs.  from  Am^ 
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steg),  the  last  trees  are  passed,  and 
the  path  mounts  continuairyr  for  nearly 
another  couple  of  hours  atong  the  W. 
flank  of  a  naked  desolate  ravine.  It 
skirts  on  ita  way,  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  the  remains  of  an  immense 
avalanche  which  fell  1849 — a  mass 
of  snow,  dirt,  and  fallen  rocks,  pro- 
bably j  a  mile  lone.  Beside  it 
stands  a  cross  with  the  date  1834. 
A  small  marshy  basin  succeeds  the 
ravine,  the  valley  here  changing 
its  direction  from  S.  to  W.  At  this 
basin  the  way  to  the  Kreuzli  quits  the 
valley,  passing  the  river  and  ascend- 
ing the  eastern  mountains.  There  is 
a  bridge;  the  track  is  not  perceptible 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river, 
though  it  soon  reappears  during  the 
subsequent  ascent. 

**  It  is  well,  worth  while  to  follow  up 
the  valley  for  half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
above  the  basin  just  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  immediately  leaving  it  for  the 
pass.  The  river  is  pursu^  towards 
the  W.,  till  it  is  lost  in  a  short  defile 
beneath  the  snow,  with  which  the  bed 
of  the  narrow  passage  is  choked  up. 
A  multitude  of  gigantic  blocks,  heaped 
one  above  another,  form  one  side  of 
this  cleft  in  the  mountains.  The  snow 
affords  good  walking,  and  the  defile 
soon  gives  admittance  into  a  large 
hollow  of  the  highest  savage  cha- 
racter. It  is  utterly  sterile  and  un- 
inhabited ;  a  mere  receptacle  for  fallen 
rocks  and  snow.  The  glaciers  of  the 
Orispalt  sweep  down  upon  it ;  craggy 
mountains  or  the  boldest  elevation 
girdle  it  in;  their  splintered  summits 
rise  on  all  sides  high  into  the  sky. 
To  visit  this  spot  in  the  ionmey  over 
t^e  Kreusli  would  not  increase  the 
duration  of  the  day's  walk  by  much 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

««The  track  which  leads  to  the 
Kreusli  pass,  after  the  marshy  basin 
is  left  and  the  river  crossed,  continues 
to  ascend  towards  the  E.  up  an  uneven 
■lope,  until  it  reaches  the  opening  of 
a  kmd  of  high,  short  Talley,  by  pur- 
suing which  we  summit  uto'be  gained. 
From  this  point  th^ro  is  an  unexpected 
Tiew  of  the  bay  oi  Uri,  and  of  the 
plain  at  the  entrance  ot  the  Renss  into 
the  lake.     The   last  ascent  to  the 


Kreuzli  is  gentle  but  rough,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  loose  blocks, 
alternating  with  patches  of  snow. 
The  track  only  appears  at  intervals, 
generally  upon  the  snow ;  but  the 
course  of  the  little  valley  is  in  itself 
a  sufficient  guide.  The  crest  of  the 
pass,  marked  by  a  pole,  is  reached 
in  5  hrs.  direct  from  Amsteg,  or  6^ 
allowing  halts  to  enjoy  the  yiew,  and 
has  an  elevation  of  7710  feet  above 
the  sea. 

**  The  views  fitrai  the  Kreusli  are  on 
both  sides  of  an  extremely  savage 
nature,  amongst  the  neignbouring 
mountains  and  glaciers.  There  is 
also  an  extensive  view,  looking  down 
the  valley,  of  the  snowy  mountains 
between  the  Grisons  ana  the  canton 
l^cino. 

**  It  is  a  bad  descent  into  the  valley 
of  Strim  down  a  steep  declivity,  broken 
by  numbers  of  iutting  crags.  Occa- 
sional goat-tracks  supply  the  place  of 
a  regu&r  path.  Neither  is  the  track 
down  the  valley — ^when  its  bed  is  at* 
tained,  and  the  ice-oold  river,  just 
sprung  from  its  glaciers,  crossed — 
anything  like  a  good  path.  It  requires 
two  long  and  rather  fatiguing  hours 
from  the  summit  of  the  pass  to  reach 
the  village  of  Sedrnn  or  Tavetsch  in 
the  valley  of  the  Fore  Rhine.  The 
valley  of  Strim  is  uninhabited,  and  its 
nakedness  is  not  relieved  by  a  single 
tree,  not  even  a  stunted  fir«  From 
Sedrun  to  Disentis  down  the  valley  of 
the  Fore  Rhine  is  an  easy  walk  of  2 
hrs.    C8eeRte.82.) 
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slopes  of  the  mountains,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Madrnna 
Here  the  opening  of  the  Val  Canaria 
breaks  the  side  of  the  chain :  the  path 
descends,  crosses  the  stream  issuins 
from  it,  and  falls  into  the  St  Gothard 
road  a  little  below  Airola^— R.  £. 

ROUTE  84. 

DI8BNTIB    TO    AIBOLO,    BY    THB    UOXO 

PAM.    (11  hrs.). 

**  As  far  as  the  hospice  of  Santa 
Maria,  5  leagues  from  Disentis,  the 
way  to  this  pass  is  the  same  as  that  to 
the  Lukmanier.  (Kte.  85.^  A  little 
tributary  valley  of  the  Medelser  Thai 
opens  from  the  S.W.  into  the  plain  of 
Santa  Maria,  and  leads  to  the  Uomo 
pass.  The  path  ascends  from  the  plain 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream  which 
waters  this  valley.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty on  the  ascent,  which  is  rapid  and 
continuous.  The  valley  is  narrow  and 
barren,  and  presents  nothing  remark- 
able. The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
reached  easily  in  an  hour  ana  a  half 
from  Santa  ^uuria.  Its  height  is  7100 
ft. ;  the  g^und  is  flat  and  boggy,  and 
nut  adapted  for  a  path :  it  is  ac- 
cording^ traced  along  a  gentle  slope 
on  the  S.  edge  of  the  marsh,  where 
there  are  one  or  two  rude  chftlets. 

**  The  descent  is  scarcely  begun  before 
a  commanding  view  of  tne  knot  of  the 
Sl  Gothard  Alps  opens  out  in  front 
above  the  lesser  mountains.  The  pas- 
tures, or  *  Alp '  of  Piora,  down  which 
the  path  lies,  produce  a  cheese  of  con- 
siderable repute  in  the  canton.  The 
descent  is  at  first  rapid,  but  then 
reaches  a  little  plain  and  lake,  and 
then  the  lake  of  Rotom,  The  descent 
from  the  lake  is  abrupt  and  long,  the 
river  forming  in  quick  succession  three 
very  fine  falls. 

"After  passing  the  third  fell,  the  path 
is  fairly  out  of  uie  Val  Piora,  and  on 
the  flanks  of  the  Val  Leventina,  having 
been  throughout,  during  the  descent 
from  the  pass,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream,  wnich  it  now  abandons.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  Airolo  is  very  inte* 
resting.  The  Yal  Leventina  and  the 
St.  Gothard  road  are  left  fat  beneath, 
and  the  path  continues  high  on  the 


ROUTE  85. 

PAM    ^f    tHE   LUKMANIER —  DISENTIS 
TD  OLIYONB  IN  THE  VAL  BLEGNO. 

10  hrs. 

A  path,  much  frequented  in  sum* 
nier,  and  practicable  throughout  on 
horseback,  though  very  steep  towards 
its  two  extremities.  It  is  a  long  and 
not  very  interesting  pass,  but  has 
acquired  importance  from  the  com* 
parative  fa(!ilities  it  offers  for  the 
construction  of  a  Railway  with  tun- 
nels through  the  Alps — so  as  to  con- 
nect Switzerland,  W.  France,  and 
South  Germany,  with  Sardinia,  Lom*> 
hardy,  add  the  cities  of  Milan,  Turin, 
and  Genoa.  A  succession  of  long  and 
comparatively  level  valleys  on  either 
side  of  the  pass  have  caused  it  to  be 
surveyed  for  the  construction  of  a 
Railfoay,  and  Mr.  Hemans,  an  English 
engineer  of  g^at  experience,  has 
ascertained  that  it  is  practicable  by 
means  of  a  tunnel  15  m.  long,  which 
is  to  enter  the  mountain  at  Ferdatsch 
and  to  emerge  at  Camps  in  Yal 
Blegno. 

Tne  valley  of  Medeh^  up  which  this 
route  lies  as  fiir  as  Sta.  Maria,  runs 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.  from 
Disentis,  and  is  traversed  through  its 
whole  length  by  the  Middle  Rhine. 
The  entrance  to  it  is  by  a  rocky  and 
wooded  gorge,  about  2  m.  frt>m  Di* 
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t^ntis,  called  Conflons,  because  the 
Vorder  and  Mittel-Rhein  unite  in  it. 
In  the  midst  of  it  the  Rhine  forms  two 
cascades,  and  beyond  it  the  val- 
ley opens  out  into  a  wide  basin,  lined 
with  pastures  and  forests,  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  which  the  bear  is  still 
found,  while  the  chamois  abounds  on 
the  granite  peaks  forming'  the  highest 
summits  or  the  surrounding  Alps. 
The  path  scales  the  steep  and 
craggy  ridge  to  the  rt.  of  the  gorge, 
of  which  it  affords  but  a  very  imper- 
fect view,  and  then  descends  into  the 
valley,  opposite  Curaglia,  a  villas^e  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  M.  Rhine,  placed 
just  above  the  influx  of  the  torrent 
which  descends  from  the  Medelser 
Gletscher.  A  little  further  up  the 
Rhine  is  crossed  to 

Platta  (aooommodation  at  the 
Cur^s),  the  principal  place  in  the 
Medelser  Thai  In  1  hr.  more,  pass- 
ing through  the  hamlet  St  Rocco, 
a  spot  is  reached,  whence,  looking 
bacK,  the  view  of  the  Dodi  is  superb. 
I  hr.  higher  is  PerdaJUch — situated 
at  the  opening  of  the  Val  Cristal* 
Una,  which  runs  in  a  S.£.  direction, 
and  sends  forth  one  branch  of  the 
Middle  Rhine,  It  is  celebrated  for 
its  rock-crystals,  out  of  which  the 
shrine  of  St.  Carlo  Borromeo,  in  the 
Duomo  of  Milan,  was  formed.  The 
ascent  here  becomes  more  rapid,  and 
the  scenery  wilder  and  finer.  Huge 
rocks  are  jumbled  about.  Below  Fer- 
datsch  the  Mittel-Rhein  plunges,  in  a 
fall  100  ft.  high,  into  a  deep  gulf.  The 
little  hospices  of  St  John  ana  St  Gall, 
each  with  its  warning  bell,  are  passed, 
and,  in  about  5  hrs.  from  Discntis,  Sta. 
Maria  is  reached.  Here  a  stream  de- 
scends from  the  W.  out  of  the  Lake 
Dim,  at  the  end  of  the  Val  Cadelina; 
and  another  issues  from  the  foot  of 
the  Monte  Scuro. 

8ta»  Maria  is  a  hospice  kept  up  for 
the  benefit  of  travellers,  and,  though 
very  wretched  in  appearance,  the  tra- 
veller may  procure  tolerable  accom- 
modation for  horse  and  man. 

^  hr's.  walk  above  Sta.  Maria  brings 
you  to  the  culminating  point  of  the 
J?as8  of  the  Lukmanier  (in  Latin, 
Mons   Lucumonius ;    in    Romansch, 


Lukmajn,  or  Culm  Sta.  Maria),  6340 
ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  is  said  that  the  army  of  Pepin 
passed  this  way,  a.d.  754,  on  his  in- 
vasion of  Italy.  Poles,  stuck  into  the 
rocks,  mark  the  direction  of  the  path 
across  the  CoL  A  horjse-path  over 
the  Uomo  Pass  (Rte.  84)  branches 
off  from  the  hospice  to  Airolo,  through 
the  Val  Termini,  or  Val  Fomo,  the 
Val  Flora,  by  Altanca,  Bnignasco,  and 

Madrano. 

A  cross  on  the  summit  of  the  Luk- 
manier marks  the  boundary  of  the 
Grisons  and  Canton  Tessin.  Hence 
the  path  to  Olivone  and  the  Val 
Blegno  descends  the  Alpine  Val  Ca- 
saccia,  in  1  hr.  to 

The  Hospice  of  Vasaccia;  and,  a 
few  miles  lower,  to  that  of 

Campeno,  both  founded,  it  is  said, 
by  St  Carlo  Borromeo,  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers. 

The  first  glimpse  of  the  spires  and 
plain  of 

Olivone,  from  the  wooded  steeps  of 
the  Lukmanier,  is  very  striking,  the 
descent  to  it  beautiful,  and  the  village 
itself  is  one  of  the  most  charming 
spots  in  the  Alps.  The  small  Inn  of 
Stefano  BoUa  is  comfortable,  though 
of  no  inviting  exterior,  and  rather 
high-priced.     Diligence  to  Biasca. 

Olivone  is  the  highest  village  in  the 
Val  Blegno,  and  stands  at  we  point 
where  the  lateral  valley  of  Casaocia 
joins  it ;  it  has  about  740  Inhab. 

The  Val  Blegno  (Germ.  Folenzer- 
thal)  is  traversed  by  the  stream  of  the 
Brenno,  which  enters  it  from  a  narrow 
cleft  in  the  mountain;  and  a  tolerable 
char-road,  in  part  carria|;e-road,  has 
recently  been  formed  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  from  Ouvone  to 
Biasca,  on  the  route  of  the  St  Goth- 
ard  (Rte.  34),  a  distance  of  14  m. 
All  the  valley  on  the  W.  is  very 
beautiful. 

Many  of  the  chocolate-seBers  and 
chestnut-roasters,  who  swarm  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  come 
from  the  Val  Blegno. 

Biasca,  on  the  Su  Gothard  road. 


Switzerland. 


ROUTE  86. — ILANZ  TO  OLIVOSE. 


253 


ROUTE  86. 

ILANZ  TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  VAL  BLEQNO, 
BY  THE  PASSES  OF  THE  D18EUT  AND 
OREINA. 

This  route  (14  hrs.)  leads  S.  from 
Hanz  up  the  Lugnetz  Thai,  a  beautiful 
valley,  contracted  at  its  opening  into 
the  valley  of  the  Rhine  to  a  mere 
defile,  as  far  as  KumbeU  {\\  hr.  from 
Ilanz).  A  little  forther  up  the  valley 
divides;  the  E.  branch,  the  St  Peter's 
Thai,  leads  to  the  pass  of  the  Valser- 
berg  (Rte.  89);  the  W.  branch,  or 
Vrin  Thai,  leading  to  the  Val  Blegno. 
Near  the  junction  are  the  Baths  of 
Peiden,  where  tolerably  good  accom- 
modation may  be  had.  The  road  to  the 
Disrut,  after  leaving  Kumbels,  passes 
fur  a  very  long  time  over  an  elevated 
and  extensive  tract  of  open  fields, 
dotted  with  several  villages  and  ham- 
lets, and  commanding  a  view  up  the 
main  valley  as  far  as  the  pass  of  the 
Vfdserberff.  At  length  tne  narrow 
upper  valley  of  Vrin  is  entered,  and, 
after  crossing  a  deep  ravine,  the  vil- 
lage of  Frin,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  valley,  is  reached  (5  hrs.  from 
Ilanz).  The  cure  here  will  give 
lodging  to  travellers. 

On  leaving  Vrin  the  path  descends 
to  and  crosses  the  river,  which  it 
recrosses  almost  directly  afterwards. 
The  last  hamlet  is  Buzasch  (1^  hr. 
from  Vrin).  From  Buzasch  to  the 
summit  of  the  Disrut  is  an  ascent  of 
nearly  2  hrs.  For  the  first  hour  there 
is  a  path  marked ;  the  rest  of  the  way 
may  be  called  pathless.  By  a  gap,  in 
which  snow  lies,  is  at  last  attamed, 
not  the  orest  of  the  Disrut,  but  the 


narrow  edge  of  the  sharply  serrated 
ridge  which  divides  the  hollow  lead- 
ing down  to  Buzasch  from  another 
leading  down  to  Camps.  The  edee 
of  this  ridge  is  gained  close  to  the 
point  where  it  diverges  from  the  chain 
which  separates  the  valleys  of  Somvix 
and  Yrin.  The  ascent  from  here  to 
the  Disrut  is  difficult  but  short  (about 
f  of  an  hour).  Immediately  on  the 
left  is  seen  a  shallow  ^lly  partly 
filled  with  snow,  the  sides  of  which 
are  composed  of  small  loose  fragments 
of  rock.  The  head  of  this  gully  is 
the  pass  of  the  Disrut.  When  the  sur- 
face of  the  snow  is  too  hard  and  steep 
to  be  practicable,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  one*s  way  as  well  as  possible 
up  the  loose  rocks  and  stones,  which 
slip  away  beneath  the  feet  The 
summit  of  the  Disrut  (7280  ft.)  is 
thus  gained,  8^  hrs.  after  leaving 
Ilanz.  The  view  of  rugeed  mountains 
from  the  point  is  exceeoingly  fine. 

From  this  point  there  is  a  very 
bad  descent  into  a  plain  below  (the 
ascent  must  be  extremely  difficult). 
After  a  short  ^hr.  of  what  cannot  be 
called  walking,  but  rather  scrambling 
and  slipping,  down  a  crumbling  de* 
divity  and  a  bed  of  snow  lying  in  the 
depths  of  a  rift,  the  highest  part  of 
the  great  plain  is  reached.  Right 
above  the  nead,.but  just  at  a  safis 
distance,  a  glacier-  is  seen  pushing 
itself  forward  to  the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice, and  strewing  the  ground  at  its 
foot,  almost  dose  to  the  passer  by« 
with  heaps  of  fragments  of  loe. 

The  ascent  to  the  Oreina  (6520  ft.) 
is  all  but  nominal  The  Greina  is  in 
fact  merely  the  western  edge  of  this 
long  plain.  The  desoenton  the  other 
side  into  the  Val  Kamadra,  the  highest 
part  of  the  Val  Blegno^  is  rather  diffi- 
cult. After  crossing  a  wet  stony  flat, 
it  is  requisite  to  ascend  the  right  hand 
of  the  two  spurs  into  which  the  broken 
ridge  is  split,  and  then  to  make  a  very 
steep  descent  among  stones  and  blocks 
of  rock  into  the  head  of  the  valley, 
which  b  i^ned  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  leavmg  the  summit  of  the  Greina. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Kamadra  is  par*- 
tiall^  occupied  by  a  sTeat  bed  of  snow, 
and  is  overhung  on  ue  W.  by  the  vast 
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Kamadra  glacier,  a  portion  of  the 
same  field  of  ice  to  which  the  Medelser 
glacier  belongs.  Once  in  the  head  of 
the  Val  Kamadra  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  passage  are  surmounted.  The 
rest  ot  iJie  way  to  Olicone  is  suffi- 
ciently easy,  but  will  occupy  full 
3  hrs.  more.  It  is  advisable  to  manage 
to  reach  Olivone  by  daylight,  as  there 
is  a  rayine  between  Ghirone  and  Oli- 
vone, where  the  path  skirts  the  edge 
of  unguarded  precipices,  which  makes 
the  way  rather  awkward  after  night- 
fall.    ^  ^ 

The  Greina  may  also  be  passed 
either  from  Somviz  or  Trons  in  the 
Grisons  by  following  up  the  valley  of 
Somvix,  From  OUvone  downwards 
there  is  a  carriage-road  through  the 
Val  Blegno  (Bte.  85). 


ROUTE  87. 

GOIBE  TO   CHIAVEimA — THE  VIA  MALA 
— PASS  OF  THE  BPLiJOEN.    ' 


8)  posts 


Coin. 

Tiuto     .    • 
AJMker  •    • 
Spltlgen .     . 
CSuDpodoldno 
Ghiavenna  . 


73  miles. 
Posts.    Eng.in. 


2 

1 

1* 


18 

11 
34« 

10 


In  postine  to  Ghiavenna,  travellers 
are  enabled  to  take  the  same  post- 
carriage  through  the  whole  distance. 
The  supply  or  post-horses  is  some- 
times insufficient. 

An  extra  horse  must  be  taken  in 
the  ascent  from  Tusis  or  Ghiavenna 
to  the  summit. 

Diligences  twice  daily  in  summer 
by  die  Splikgen  to  Oomo  and  Milan, 
and  over  the  Bemardin ;  but  by  the 
diligence  one  side  or  the  other  will  be 
passed  in  the  night  The  road  is  ex- 
cellent all  the  way.  It  is  a  drive  of 
about  7  hrs.,  posting,  from  Goire  to 
Spliigen,  and  aoout  ^  hrs,  from  Splii- 
gen  to  Goire;  6  hrs.  by  diligence  or 
Jesting  from  Spliigen  to  Ghiavenna. 


Persons  starting  by  the  fSrst  steamer 
from  Friedrichtihafen,  and  taking  the 
train  at  Rorschach,  may  now  reach 
Goire  in  time  for  the  2nd  diligence, 
which  runs  throughout  the  summer 
months,  and  so  reach  Ghiavenna 
about  12  at  night  on  the  3rd  day  from 
London. 

From  Coire  (Rte.  67)  to  Reich- 
enau  there  is  not  much  deserving  no- 
tice in  the  scenery  of  the  vidley  of 
the  Rhine;  but  the  mountain  Oo" 
kmda,  on  its  1.  bank,  is  a  Fconspicuous 
object ;  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Rhine,  the  village  of  Felsberg,  partly 
buried  by  a  sup  from  threatening 
rocks  above  it  The  road  runs  along 
a  nearly  level  bottom  as  fiir  as 

Meichenau — Inn^  sum  Adler  (Aigle), 
formerly  a  convent,  e[ood  and  mode- 
rate—  a  gproup  of  bouses  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  Rhines. 
Its  chief  building  is  the  handsome 
whitewashed  Chateau,  with  garden, 
a  seat  of  the  Flanta  family.  At 
the  end  of  the  last  century  it  was 
converted  into  a  school  by  the  burgo- 
master Tscharner.  In  1793  a  young 
man  calling  himself  Ghabot  arrivea 
here  on  foot>  with  a  stick  in  his  hand 
and  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He  pre- 
seuted  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Af. 
Jost,  the  head  master,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  appointed  usher ;  and 
for  8  months  gave  lessons  in  French, 
mathematics,  and  history.  This  for- 
lorn stranger  was  no  other  than  Louis 
Philippe,  late  King  of  the  French, 
then  Duke  de  Ghartres,  who  had  been 
forced,  by  the  march  of  the  French 
army,  to  quit  Bremgarten,  and  seek 
concealment  here  in  Uxe  performance 
of  the  humble  duties  of  a  school- 
master, and  in  that  capacity  made 
himself  equally  beloved  by  masters 
and  pupils.  His  secret  was  known 
only  to  M.  Jost  His  cheerful  room 
is  still  pointed  out,  and  2  paintings — 
scenes  nrom  his  own  life^presented 
while  he  was  King.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  he  must  haveheard  the 
news  of  his  father's  death  on  the  scaf- 
fold, and  his  mother's  transportation 
to  Madagascar.  The  house  contains  2 
pictures  by  Winterhalter,  presented  by 
Louis  Philippe  to  K.  Plants*  and  aeve* 
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ral  other  memorials  of  tiie  late  Royal 
Family  of  France.  [Those  who  are  de- 
scending,  and  have  already  traversed 
the  main  road,  may  take  the  Kunkela 
Pass  to  Bagata  (Boate  66(i).] 

At  Reichenau  the  road  is  carried 
first  over  the  united  Rhine  and  then 
over  the  Vorder  Rhein  by  covered 
wooden  bridges,  each  of  one  fine  arch. 
The  lower  bridge  is  237  ft  long  and 
80  ft.  above  the  river.  The  more 
abundant  waters  of  the  Hinter  Rhein 
coming  from  the  Bemardin  and  the 
foot  of  Mount  Adula  are  of  dirty  blue; 
while  those  of  the  Vorder  Khein, 
rising  in  the  glaciers  of  the  Crispalt 
and  Lukmanier,  are  observed  to  be  of 
a  whitish  grey  tint.  The  road  up  the 
Vorder  Rhein  to  its  souroe^  and  to 
Andermatt,  on  the  St.  Qothard,  is  de* 
scribed  in  Rte.  82. 

Hie  road  to  the  Spliigan  follows 
the  course  of  the  Hinter»Bhein.  On 
the  top  of  a  commanding  rock  on  the 
1.  banK  of  the  Rhine,  and  approached 
by  a  long  bridge,  rises  the  Castle  of 
Rh<Btzuns  (Rhcstia  ima):  it  is  stiU  in- 
habited. 

This  part  of  the  Rheinthal,  called 
the  valley  of  DomieacAg  (Vallis  To- 
miliascaX  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  the  vast  number  of  caetlu  (21) 
which  crown  almost  every  rock  or 
knoll  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
mostly  in  rnins^  sometimes  standing 
out  boldly  from  a  dark  backjrround 
of  forest,  at  others  so  identined  by 
decay,  by  the  weather  tints,  and  by 
the  hdien  growth,  with  the  apparently 
inaccessible  rocks  on  which  thev 
stand,  as  barely  to  be  distineuished. 
Their  picturesque  donjons  ana  battle- 
ments contribute  not  a  little  to  en- 
hance the  charms  of  the  landscape; 
the^  serve  at  the  same  time  as  his- 
torical monuments  to  commemorate 
the  rev<dtttioii  by  which  the  power  of 
a  tvraonioal  feudal  aristocracy,  the 
lordbi  of  these  fiistaesses,  was  broken* 
and  their  strongholds  burnt  by  the 
peasants  of  this  valley,  whom  they 
bad  lonff  oppressed. 

Another  peculiarity  of  this  district 
is  the  intricate  intermixture  of  lan- 
guage and  reKgion.  There  are  scarcely 
^wo  a^i^^''^^  parishes*  or  even  ham- 


lets, speaking  the  same  tongue  and 
professing  the  same  faith.  Thus  at 
Coire  German  is  the  prevailing  lan- 
guage, and  Protestant  the  religion  of 
the  majority;  at  Ems,  the  first  village 
on  the  road,  Romansch  (Rte.  66)  is 
spoken.  Tamins  and  Reichenau  are 
(Jatholio  and  (German;  Bonaduz,  di- 
rided  from  them  by  the  Rhine,  is 
Catholic,  and  speaks  Romansch. 
Rhoetzuns  and  Kiitsis  are  two  Roman 
Catholic  rillaires ;  but  in  the  first  the 
language  is  German,  in  the  second 
Romaiuofa.  The  inhabitants  of  Hein- 
senberg  and  Tusis,  are  Protestant 
and  Grerman;  of  Zillis  and  through- 
out the  valley  of  Sohams,  Protestant 
and  Romansch.  Spliigen  and  Hinter 
Rhein  form  the  boundary  at  once  of 
the  Romansch  language  and  Pro- 
testant relirion. 

The  casUe  of  OrUtutein^  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  |>reserved  in  the  valley:  it  is 
still  inhabited  by  the  Travers  mmily. 

Near  the  village  of  KdUi»  a  beau- 
tifiil  riew  opens  out,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Rhine,  up  the  valley  of  Ober- 
halbstein. 

The  Rhine  valley  hereabouts  ezhi* 
bits  dismal  traces  of  the  ravages  pro- 
duced by  the  torrent  Nolla^  which, 
rising  at  the  base  of  the  Piz  Beveren, 
on  ue  W.  of  our  route,  joins  Uie 
Rhine  nearly  at  right  aisles  to  the 
direetion  of  the  course  of  that  river. 
It  at  all  times  pollutes  ^e  waters  of 
the  Rhine  with  its  mud,  and  is  subject 
to  very  sudden  swells  after  rain,  when 
it  rushes  down,  tearing  up  the  rocks 
and  carrying  along  with  it  heaps  of 
stone,  mud,  and  gravel,  which  not 
only  overspread  its  own  banks,  but 
frequently  block  up  the  bed  of  the 
Rhine  and  cause  desolating  inundib* 
tions.  Thus  a  district,  previously 
fertile  and  beautiful,  has  been  trans- 
formed since  1807  into  a  desert,  and 
its  fields  either  buried  under  stony 
rubbish  or  converted  into  marsh.  The 
evil  has  been  annually  increasing  fof 
several  years  past,  but  hopes  are  en- 
tertained of  arresting  it  and  recover* 
ing  the  land.  With  this  view,  enten^ 
sive  dykes  are  bong  oonstnicted  along 
the  banks  of  the  Bhina» 
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T'tsis  {Twns ;  H.  de  la  Via  Mala,  very 
good; — Aigle  d'Or,  Poste,  good)— a 
village  of  670  Inhab.,  finely  situated 
on  a  terrace  at  the  mouth  of  the  Via 
Mala  gorge.  Tnsis,  according  to 
some,  is  only  the  word  Tuscio,  the 
country  of  the  Tuscans,  who  first 
colonized  these  valleys,  changed  in 
the  Romansch  dialect.  Tusis  was 
almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1845,  and  is  now  a  street  of  new  houses. 

Immediately  beyond  Tusis  the 
muddy  stream  of  the  Nolla,  flowing 
through  a  waste  of  d^ris,  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge.  On  the  rt, 
at  the  end  of  the  vaUey,  appears  the 
peak  of  tiie  Pic  Beveren. 

[Opposite  Tusis  the  Albula  enters 
the  Rhine  from  the  S.E.,  through  the 
Schyn  Pass,  strongly  resembling  the 
Via  Mala,  as  it  must  have  been  before 
the  excellent  modern  road.  Passing 
SiLs,  a  road  follows  either  bank  of  the 
stream;  the  1.  is  the  hottest,  the  rt.  is 
the  finest.  By  the  latter,  2^  hr.  Unter- 
mutlen,  i  hr.  Solis.  Thence  over  the 
Solisbriicke,  some  1500  ft.  above  the 
Albula  river,  to  f  hr.  Obervata  (whence 
a  rough  char-road  to  Chur);  or  1  hr. 
to  Tiefenkasten,  on  the  carriage-road 
between  Coire  and  the  Engadine  (Rte. 
92-93).] 

Above  Tusis  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  seems  dosed  up  by  the  moun- 
tains; it  is  onlv  on  a  nearer  approach 
that  the  eye  mscovers  the  opening  of 
that  singular  chasm  which  nas  cleft 
them  through,  affording  a  passage  for 
the  rirer,  and  in  modem  times,  by 
artificial  means,  for  the  rcwd.  The 
L  or  £.  side  of  this  colossal  portal  is 
g^narded  by  the  castle  of /Z«i/t(RluBtia 
Alta),  standing  in  the  fork  between 
the  Albula  and  the  Rhine,  and  from 
its  lofty  platform,  400  ft.  high,  looking 
down  upon  both  valleys.  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  ftx>m  the  E.,  and  by 
crossing  ihe  Rhine;  on  all  other  sides 
the  rock  is  a  precipice.  These  moul- 
dering ruins  are  traditionally  reported 
to  owe  their  orig^  to  Rhaetus,  chief 
of  the  Etruscan^  who,  driven  out  of 
Italy  by  an  invasion  of  the  GknU, 
ftblished 


his  stronghold  on  this  spot 
p.a  287,  and  transplanted  into  the 
Alpt  the  people  and  language  of  £tru- 


ria.  The  ruined  chapel  of  St.  John, 
on  a  neighbouring  height,  is  stated  to 
have  been  the  earliest,  and  for  a  long 
time  the  only  Christian  temple  in  the 
valley,  where  heathenism  prevailed  to 
a  comparatively  late  period. 

It  is  not  above  ^  m.  from  Tusis  to 
the  Via  Mala,  and,  as  the  ascent  begins 
immediately,  the  traveller  should  at 
once  set  off  and  traverse  the  Via 
Mala  on  foot;  the  carriage  will  be 
some  time  in  overtaking  him. 

The  Via  Mala,  which  commences 
about  ^  m.  above  Tusis,  and  extends 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  8  miles, 
is  one  of  the  most  sublime  and  tre- 
mendous defiles  in  Switzerland.  It  is 
difiicult  to  give  with  any  precision  the 
dimensions  of  this  gorge,  which  has 
cleft  the  mountains  through  the  chine. 
The  precipices,  which  of&n  rise  per- 
pendicularly on  both  sides  of  it,  some- 
times even  overhanging  their  base,  are 
certainly  in  some  places  1600  ft.  high, 
and  in  many  places  not  more  than  1  o 
yards  apart.  The  Rhine,  compressed 
within  this  narrow  stony  bed,  to  the 
width  of  a  nigmy  rivulet,  is  baxely 
audible  aa  it  rushes  through  the 
depths  below  the  road. 

The  rocks  of  slate  and  limestone, 
composing  the  walls  of  the  ravine,  are 
so  hard  that  they  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered no  disintegration  from  the  wea- 
ther; the  fracture  is  so  fresh  and 
sharp  that,  were  the  convulsive  force 
firom  below,  which  divided  them,  again 
called  forth  to  unite  them,  it  seems  as 
though  the  gulf  would  close,  and  leave 
no^Dcrture  oehind. 

Wnen  the  traveller  enters  the  mouth 
of  the  defile,  the  sudden  transition 
from  the  glare  of  sunshine  to  the 

{^loom  of  a  chasm,  so  narrow  that  it 
eaves  in  some  nlaces  but  a  strip  of 
sky  visible  overhead,  is  exceedingly 
striking.  The  walls  of  rock,  at  interval 
on  both  sides,  afforded  in  dieir  natural 
state  not  an  inch  of  space  along  which 
a  goat's  foot  could  damber ;  and,  in 
ancient  times,  this  part  of  the  pM 
was  deemed  quite  inaooessifole.  The 
peasants  gave  it  the  name  of  tiie  Lost 
Gulf  (Trou  perdn,  Verlohrenet  Loch); 
and,  when  they  wanted  to  go  fronn 
Tusis  to  the  higher  vidl«y  of  Bofaai»% 
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they  ascended  the  Tale  of  the  NoUa 
for  some  distance,  clambering  over 
the .  tops  of  high  mountains,  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  Piz  Beveren,  and 
descended  on  the  opposite  side  at 
Savers.  A  second'  road,  formed  in 
1470,  crossed  the  mountains  as  before, 
but  dipped  down,  from  the  village  of 
Rongeua,  into  the  depths  of  the  Via 
Mala,  near  the  first  bridge ;  still 
avoiding  altogether  the  Trou  perdu. 
This  inconvenient  path,  after  being 
used  for  more  than  300  years,  was 
superseded  by  the  present  magnificent 
highway  constructed  by  the  engineer 
Pocobeui.  Avoiding  the  useless  de- 
tour, and  the  fintiguing  ascent  and 
descent,  he  at  once  plunged  into  the 
defile,  and  pierced  the  projecting  but- 
tress of  rock)  which  had  previously 
denied  all  access  to  it,  by  the  gallery 
or  tunnel  of  the  Yerldhrenes  Loch, 
216  ft  long,  through  which  the  road 
now  passes.  The  view,  looking  back 
from  this,  through  the  dark  vista  of 
black  rock,  and  the  fringe  of  firs, 
upon  the  ruined  tower  of  Bealt  and 
the  sun-lit  valley  of  Domlesche,  is 
very  pleasing.  The  grooves  of  the 
bormg-rod,  by  which  the  very  hard 
slate  rock  is  everywhere  streaked,  in- 
dicate how  arduous  was  the  labour  of 
constructing  this  part  of  the  road.  It 
was  literally  forcing  a  passage  throu&^h 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  and  the 
whole  width  of  the  carriage-way  has 
been  gained  by  blasting  a  notch,  as  it 
were,  in  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
For  more  than  1000  ft.  it  is  carried 
alone  beneath  a  stone  canopy,  thus 
artificially  hollowed  out  l^e  road 
is  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  below 
which,  at  a  depth  of  many  hundred 
feet,  the  contracted  Rhine  frets  the 
foot  of  the  precipice.  The  road  is  in 
places  steep,  ana  fit  for  only  one  car- 
riage to  pass.  A  little  higher  up, 
the  gorge  bulges  out  into  a  sort  of 
basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  a 
solitary  house  ;  but  it  soon  contracts 
again,  and  the  scenery  of  the  pass 
may  be  said  to  attain  the  height  of 
grandeur  beyond  the  first  of  the  3 
bridges,  by  means  of  which  the  road 
is  conveyed  from  side  to  side  of  the 
Bhtne. 


This  portion  of  the  pass  at  least 
should  be  traversed  on  foot ;  the  tra- 
veller hurrying  through  in  Ms  car- 
riage is  quite  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating its  awful  magnificence. 

The  Middle  Bridge,  a  most  striking 
object,  from  its  graceful  proportions, 
and  the  boldness  with  which  its  light 
arch  spans  the  dark  and  deep  gulf 
below,  is  approached  by  a  second 
small  gaDery,  protected  by  a  wooden 
roof  to  ward  off  falling  stones.  Here- 
abouts, the  lofty  precipices  on  the 
one  side  actually  overhang  those  on 
the  other,  the  direction  of  the  chasm 
being  oblique,  and  the  smooth  wall 
of  rock  on  either  side  being  nearly 
parallel,  and  scarcely  wider  apart 
above  than  below.  Looking  over  the 
parapet  of  this  bridge,  the  Khine,  re- 
duced to  a  thread  of  water,  is  barely 
visible,  boiling  and  foaming  in  th6 
depths  below.  Indeed,  in  one  place 
it  is  entirely  lost  to  view — jammed 
in,  as  it  were,  between  the  rocks,  here 
so  slightly  separated,  that  small  blocks 
and  trunks  of  fir-trees,  falling  from 
above,  have  been  caught  in  the  chink, 
and  remain  suspendedabove  the  water. 
The  ordinary  height  of  the  bridge 
above  the  river  is  400  ft.  ;  and  the 
water,  as  mentioned  above,  is  in  one 
place  invisible  at  ordinary  times,  yet, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fearful 
inundation  of  1834  (already  alluded 
to  in  several  routes),  the  postmaster 
of  Tusis,  who  drove  up  the  Via 
Mala  during  the  storm,  found  that 
the  water  had  risen  to  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  bridg;e  ;  the  roar  was  ter- 
rific ;  and,  as  he  drew  up  a  little 
further  on,  in  consequence  of  the  road 
being  destroyed,  two  mangled  human 
bodies  were  swept  past  him  by  the 
flood. 

The  road,  again,  is  no  more  than 
a  shelf  hewn  out  of  the  face  of  the 
precipice  overhung  by  the  rock,  so  as 
to  be  almost  a  subterranean  passage, 
and  the  width  of  the  defile  is,  in 
places,  not  more  than  24  ft.  Near 
the  3rd,  or  upper  bridge,  however, 
a  fine  structure — built  to  replace  the 
one  swept  off  in  1834 — it  widens  out, 
and  the  road  emerges  into  the  open 
valley  of  Schams  (Sexamniensis,  from 
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6  brooks,  which  fall  into  the  Rhine 
from  its  sides),  whose  green  mesuiows 
and  neat  white  cottages  have  a  pleas- 
ing effect  when  contrasted  witn  the 
gloomy  scene  behind.  It  has,  how- 
ever, sufiered  much  from  the  inun- 
dation of  1834,  which  converted  the 
valley  into  a  lake,  destroyed  a  great 

f^art  of  the  road,  and  rendered  a  new 
ine  necessaiy.  The  first  village  is 
Zillis;  between  it  and  Andeer,  a 
stone^  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, was  set  up,  by  the  road-side,  on 
a  bridse,  after  the  completion  of  the 
great  highways  over  the  Spliigen  and 
Bemardlne  : — *'  Jam  via  patet  hostibut 
€t  amicu.  CaveUy  Rhceti  1  Sin^icitas 
morum  et  Unto  fervabwU  amtam  liber' 
totem:* 

[In  descending  the  pass  travellers 
by  voiturier  should  leave  the  carriage 
at  the  first  bridge  and  walk  through 
the  Via  Mala  to  Tusis.  It  is  barely 
4  m.,  and  the  voiturier  will  stay  2  hrs. 
at  Tusis.] 

[A  path,easily  practicable  for  mules, 
is  recommended  to  those  who  start 
from  Tusis  for  an  excursion  to  the 
Via  Mala,  and  back.  About  5  min. 
from  the  1st  bridge  in  the  Via  Mala, 
a  well-marked  path  will  be  seen  to 
the  L  (returning  to  Tusis),  directly  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Splugen  road 
to  a  path  on  the  rt.  that  leals  down 
to  a  oridge  over  the  Khine,  used  by 
wood-cutters.  This  path  leads  (in 
20  min.)  to  the  dirty  village  of  Ron- 
gella,  and  (in  15  min.)  to  the  summit 
of  the  Col,  whence  the  view  of  the 
Via  Mala  is  very  fine.  The  pavement 
of  the  2nd  Spliigen  road,  formed  in 
1470,  is  here  plainly  visible,  and 
should  be  followed,  for  about  15  min., 
as  far  as  a  little  gate  to  the  rt. 
Passing  through  this  gate,  and  leaving 
the  stream  to  the  1.,  an  easy  and  well- 
marked  path  leads  in  f  hr.  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Nolla  at  Tusis.  The 
valley  all  the  way  from  the  summit  of 
the  Col  to  Tusis  is  most  picturesque, 
and  abounds  as  well  in  beautiful  views 
as  in  quantities  of  wild  strawberries, 
raspberries,  and  flowers  J 

Andeer— Itm:  Hotel  Fravi;  good, 
and  moderate  charges.  There  are 
mineral   baths    here,   not  much   fre- 


quented. This  is  the  chief  village  in 
Schams,  and  has  400  Inhab.,  who,  like 
their  neighbours,  are  Protestants,  and 
speak  Bomansch.  Over  the  doors  of 
many  of  the  cottages,  quaint  verses 
and  mottoes  in  that  language  are 
inscribed. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Pii  Beverin  is 
made  from  Andeer  in  about  6  hrs.  It 
is  not  very  difficult,  and  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  view  well  repays  the 
fatigue.  It  would  be  well  to  start  not 
later  than  2  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  ascent  properly  begins  at  Zillis. 
Guide  from  Andeer  5  fr.;  horse.  9  fr.; 
chaise  k  porteurs,  6^  fr.  a  man.] 

Above  Andeer  a  very  large  land- 
slip or  bergfall  occurred  in  1 835,  bv 
the  giving  way  of  a  mountain,  which 
buried  the  road,  and,  for  16  days,  cut 
off  all  communication  up  and  down 
the  valley.  Luckily  it  nappened  in 
the  night,  so  that  no  one  was  hurt. 

The  ruined  castles  visible  in  the 
valley  of  Schams  have  an  historical 
interest,  from  being  monuments  of 
the  dawn  of  Grison  liberty.  In  the 
last  half  of  the  fourteenth  century 
they  served  as  the  residences  of  bai- 
liff^ swingherm,  or  landvoghts,  de- 
pendants of  the  Counts  of  Vatz  or  of 
the  Bishop  of  Coire,  petty  tyrants 
and  oppressors  of  the  poor — akin  in 
character  to  Gessler,  the  victim  of 
Tell's  vengeance.  At  length  a  pea- 
sant of  the  Schamser  Thai,  named 
Jean  Chaldar,  exasperated  at  the 
si|^ht  of  two  horses  which  the  chate- 
lain  of  Fardun  had  turned  out  to 
graze  in  his  field  of  green  com,  gave 
vent  to  his  anger  bv  killing  the  ani- 
mals. He  suffered  punishment  for 
this  act  by  being  long  detained  pri- 
soner in  a  dark  dunseon.  One  oay 
after  his  release,  the  chatelain  of 
Fardun,  in  passing  his  cottaee,  en- 
tered as  the  fami^  were  at  dinner, 
and,  when  invited  to  partake  of  their 
humble  meal,  evincea  his  contempt 
by  spitting  in  the  dish.  Chaldar, 
roused  by  Siis  filthy  insult,  seized  the 
oppressor  by  the  throat,  and  thrusting 
his  head  into  the  smoking  dish,  com- 
pelled him  to  partake  of  it,  saying, 
"  Malgia  sez  la  pult  cha  ti  has  con- 
dUt'* — **Eat  the  soup  thou  hast  thus 
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seasoned."  This  bold  deed  serred  as 
a  signal  for  a  general  rising ;  the 
peasants  flew  to  arms,  and  the  castles 
were  stormed  and  burnt.  One  of 
the  first  that  fell  was  Barenburg, 
which  is  passed  on  the  L  of  the  roM 
after  quitting  Andeer. 

[Here  is  passed  the  opening  of  tlie 
Yal  Ferrera  (Bte.  88),  a  convenient 
route  for  travellers  proceeding  firom 
Coire  to  the  Engadine  who  wish  to 
take  the  Via  Mala  on  their  way.] 

As  soon  as  the  road  has  crossed 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Feirera  it 
begins  to  mount  in  ngsacs .  into  the 
gorge  of  the  Eojla,  ^ien  dcises  up 
the  S.  end  of  the  ovsl  vale  of  Schams, 
as  the  Via  Mala  does  the  N.  Its 
scenery,  though  fine,  is  inferior  to 
the  lower  pass.  The  Rhine  here  de* 
Bcends  in  a  cataract,  called  the  fidl 
of  ihe  Rofla.  It  does  not  rank 
as  a  first-rate  waterfall,  but  the 
scenery  around  is  very  pieturesqu^*- 
the  sides  of  the  valley  oeing  thickly 
wooded,  and  the  river  studded  by 
saw-miUs,  where  the  timber  of  the 
neighbouring  forests  is  sawn  into 
planks.  A  timber^slide,  similar  to 
that  of  Alpnach  (Bte.  19),  was  con- 
structed to  convey  the  trees  to  the 
borders  of  the  Rhine. 

The  old  mule-path  which  tra- 
versed this  valley  to  Coire  crossed 
the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge,  still 
standing,  to  Suvers,  wheie  it  beean 
painfully  to  ascend  the  mountams, 
and  proceeded  alongthe  high  ground 
to  descend  again  at  Tusis. 

The  new  road  leaves  the  bridge  on 
one  side,  traverses  a  small  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock,  then  crosses  to  the  L  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  and  soon  reaches 

SplUgen  (ItaL  Spluga) — Tim:  Post, 
pretty  comfortable;  thedil.  stops  here 
for  dinner.  This  little  village  is  situ- 
ated on  the  Rhine,  at  the  point  of 
departure  of  the  two  Alpine  passes 
of  the  Splugen  and  Bemardin,  at  a 
he^ht  of  4711  ft  above  the  sea.  It 
suffered  severely  firom  the  flood  of 
1834,  which  swept  away  more  than  a 
dozen  houses,  in  some  of  which  the 
owners  had  been  seated  at  their  even- 
ing meal  not  an  hour  before.    Pive 


human  beings  perished  by  this  catas- 
trophe, the  effects  of  which  are  still 
painfuUy  visible.  The  covered  bridge 
over  the  Rhine  escaped  almost  by  a 
miracle;  that  over  tiie  Seranda  was 
soon  annihilated. 

^lugen  is  the  chief  place  in  the 
desolate  pastoral  vale  oi  the  Rhein- 
wald,  and  anciently  belonged  to  the 
lords  of  Sax,  in  the  vale  of  Misocco, 
on  the  S.  slope  of  the  Bemardin,  but 
it  afterwards  joined  the  Grey  League. 

The  climate  is  very  chilly  here,  and 
barley  scarcely  ripens. 

The  village  prospers  by  the  con- 
stant passage  of  eoods  and  travellers 
to  and  from  Italy.  In  autumn  it  is 
thronged  with  drovers;  large  herds 
of  cattle  and  many  horses  then  cross 
the  Alps  for  the  Milan  market. 

An  excursion,  which  lies  within  the 
compass  of  a  day,  returning  to  sleep, 
may  be  made  from  SplUgen  to  the 
Source  of  ike  Hitder-Bhein.  It  will 
occupy  5  hrs.  going;  2  along  the  post- 
road,  2  on  horseback,  and  1  on  foot: 
it  is  described  in  Rte.  91. 

Travellers  goine  N.  from  SplUgen, 
who  have  seen  &e  Via  Mala,  may 
pursue  with  interest  the  wild  path  over . 
the  Ldchliberg  and  down  the  Sofoien' 
Thai  to  Coire.    (Rte.  90.) 

At  this  point  properly  conmiences 
the  pass  of  the  Spliigen. 

Tnis  pass  is  very  ancient,  having 
been  known  to  the  Komans;  but  untu 
modem  improvements  it  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult,  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  of  the  frequented  Alpine 
passes.  The  modem  road  was  com- 
pleted by  the  Austrian  Qovemment 
m  1823,  to  counteract  the  new  Swiss 
road  over  the  Bemardin,  which,  had 
the  Spliigen  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
its  onginid  condition,  would  have  with- 
drawn from  it  all  the  traffic  into  Italy. 
The  engineer  employed  in  this  under- 
taking was  the  Chevalier  Donegani. 

The  Splugen  road,  tuming  to  the 
1.  from  the  village  of  that  name, 
crosses  the  narrow  wooden  bridee 
over  the  Rhine,  and,  quitting  the 
river,  begins  at  onoe  to  ascend.  Fine 
views  of  snow-peaks  are  obtained  on 
the  ascent.  It  is  carried  m>  the  val- 
ley of  the  Oberhausen-bach,  a  small 
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torrent  which  joins  the  Bhine  at 
Splugen,  by  an  entirely  new  line, 
the  old  one  having  been  demolished 
bv  the  disastrous  tempest  of  1834. 
This  little  valley  presented  one  soene 
of  desolation:  road  and  bridges  hav- 
ing been  entirely  carried  away,  and 
enormous  piles  of  broken  rocks  spread 
over  its  sides  and  bottom.  The  new 
line,  however,  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain,  constructed  by  a  Swiss 
engineer,  employed  by  the  canton 
of  the  Orisons,  is,  in  ^ery  respect, 
a  g^eat  improvement  upon  the  old 
one.  A  little  way  above  Spliigen  it 
is  carried  through  a  short  tunnel, 
supported  by  a  Gothic  arch. 

After  surmounting  the  district  of 
fir  forests  by  an  uninterrupted  slope, 
the  road  reaches  the  Summit  of  the 
Pass,  6940  ft.  above  the  sea,  by 
means  of  16  skilfully  conducted  zig- 
zags, by  which  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tain is  scaled.  Along  this  narrow 
ridge,  which  is  4f  m.  from  Spliigen, 
and  more  than  1800  ft  above  it,  runs 
the  boundary  line  of  Switzerland  and 
of  Lombardy.  Almost  immediately 
after  surmounting  it  the  road  begins 
to  descend.  Upon  this  slope  lies  the 
first  cantoniera,  or  house  of  refuge; 
and,  lower  down,  a  series  of  tourni- 
quets conduct  to  the 

Italian  Custom-house  and  Passport- 
office*^a  melancholy  group  of  build- 
ings, including  several  very  conunon 
taverns  for  the  entertainment  of  wag- 
goners. Here  passports  are  examined 
and  luggaee  searched.  The  custom- 
house stands  at  one  end  of  a  sort  of  oval 
basin,  surrounded  by  lofty  mountain 
peaks,  among  which,  on  the  rt.  of  the 
road,  rises  that  of  the  Spliigen,  and 
the  glaciers  which  feed  the  rivers 
running  towards  Italy.  It  is  a  scene 
of  extreme  dreariness  and  desolation; 
not  a  shrub  of  any  kind  erows  here; 
no  vegetation  is  seen  but  lichen, 
mosses,  and  a  little  coarse  grass.  The 
snow  often  reaches  up  to  the  win- 
dows of  the  first  story  of  the  houses. 

The  old  road,  a  mere  bridle-path, 
proceeded  from  this  elevated  valley, 
or  basin,  direct  to  the  village  of  Isola, 
through  the  defile  of  the  Cardinel^  a 
very  perilous  spot,  firom  its  dire  and 


constant    exposure  to   foiling   ava- 
lanches. 

The  French  armr  of  Marshal  Mae- 
donald,  who  crossed  the  Spliigen  be- 
tween the  27th  November  and  4th 
December,  1800,  long  before  the  new 
road  was  begun,  in  uie  iuot  of  snow 
and  storm,  and  other  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles,  lost  nearly  100 
men,  and  as  many  horses,  chiefly  in 
the  passage  of  the  CardineL  His 
columns  were  literally  cut  through 
by  the  falling  avalanches,  and  man 
and  beast  swept  over  lo  certain  an- 
nihilation in  tne  abyss  below.  The 
carriage-road  very  properly  avoids 
the  gorge  of  the  Uaroinel  aitc^ther, 
but  the  way  to  it  turns  off  from  the 
second  wooden  bridge  crossed  on  quit- 
ting the  custom-house. 

Near  the  scattered  hamlet  Teggiate 
the  descent  reconmiences,  and  soon 
after  the  road  is  carried  through  the 
first  great  Gallery,  more  than  700  ft. 
long,  15  ft  high  and  wide,  followed 
by  a  second,  642  ft.  long,  and,  after 
a  short  interval,  by  a  third,  1530  ft 
long.  These  galleries,  the  longest 
on  any  Alpine  high  road,  are  con- 
structed of  the  most  solid  masonry, 
arched,  with  roo£s  sloping  outwards, 
to  turn  aside  the  snow,  supported  on 

{>iliars,  and  lighted  by  low  windows 
ike  the  embrasures  of  a  battery. 
They  were  rendered  necessary  to  pro- 
tect this  portion  of  the  roadtrom  fall- 
ing avalanches  which  habitually  de- 
scend the  face  of  the  mountains,  and 
which,  if  not  warded  off,  would  have 
swept  away  the  road  the  first  year 
after  it  was  made. 
From  the  entrance  of  the  second 
allery  there  is  a  most  striking  view 
own  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  of 
Isola,  and  the  long  line  of  ziezags, 
abandoned  since  1838,  by  whicn  the 
traveller  originally  descended  to  Chia- 
venna.  At  the  village  of  Pianazto  (a 
cluster  of  pitch-coloured  hovels),  the 
new  line,  after  descending  2  angular 
terraces,  turns  off  to  the  L  This  alter- 
ation, by  which  nearly  3  m.  of  dis- 
tance are  saved,  was  rendered  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  whole  line  by  the  storm  of  1834, 
and  also  by  the  great   dangers  to 
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which  that  part  of  the  route,  between 
laola  and  the  Cascade  of  the  Medes- 
simo,  was  exposed  from  avalanches, 
which  fitll  regularly  into  the  savage 
glen  of  the  Lira,  below  Fianauo,  pro- 
ducing an  almost  annual  loss  of  life. 
In  1835  5  peasants  and  8  horses  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  snow  in  this  glen 
as  they  were  returning  from  conduct- 
ing the  diligence  on  a  sledge  over  the 
mountain.  The  postilion,  being  near- 
est the  rock,  which  fortunately  some- 
what overhung  the  road,  drew  the 
horse  he  rode  under  the  ollfP  as  soon 
as  he  heard  the  crash  ;  to  this  circum- 
stance he  and  the  animal  owed  their 
preservation.  Although  buried  like 
the  rest,  who  perished,  they  were  res- 
cued and  dug  out  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  some  hours. 

Pianazto  stands  at  the  same  height 
above  the  sea  as  the  bridge  over  the 
Rhine  at  Splugen.  The  road,  after 
passing  trough  it,  crosses  the  little 
stream  of  the  MedessimOf  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
over  which  it  throws  itself  in  a  beau- 
tiful ffJl,  800  ft  high.  The  view, 
looking  down  the  fall  fnHn  a  terrace 
near  the  bridee,  is  very  fine  $  it  is 
also  well  seen  from  the  different  wind- 
ing terraces  down  which  the  road  is 
carried.  [From  near  the  bridge,  as- 
cending the  stream  of  the  Medesimo. 
there  is  a  practicable  pass  to  Canicul 
in  the  Yal  Ferrera.]  After  crossing 
the  bridge,  the  road  traverses  some 
galleries,  and  gradually  descends  by 
numerous  sig^gs  down  the  fiuse  of 
something  nearfy  approaching  to  a 
precipice.  This  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary piece  of  engineering,  and 
well  deserves  examination,  it  is  of 
course  best  seen  on  the  ascent. 

Gampo  DolomOf  which,  in  spite  of 
its  sweet-sounding  Italian  name,  is  but 
a  poor  village,  with  a  tolerable  Inn 
(Post,  civil  people),  on  a  small  grassy 
plain,  on  the  borders  of  the  Zato, 

A  further  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  continuation  of  the  road, 
which,  on  quitting  the  plain,  threads 
the  gorge  at  St.  Giaeomo ;  an  inscrip- 
tion, by  the  road-side,  commemorates 
its  completion  by  Carlo  Donegani,  in 
the  reign  of  the'Emperor  Francis  IL 


It  has  been  effected  at  considerable  la- 
bour and  expense,  by  cutting  through 
the  rock.  The  vale  of  the  Lira  presents 
a  sing^ar  aspect  of  desolation,  from 
the  quantity  and  size  of  the  masses  of 
fallen  rock  which  entirely  filled  the 
lower  part  of  it.  They  are  fragments 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  which 
are  composed  of  a  species  of  white 
gneiss,  exceedingly  brittle,  and  which, 
after  exposure  to  the  weather,  assumes 
a  red  colour.  It  must  have  been  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  carry  a  road  through  such 
a  wilderness,  between  such  a  labyrinth 
of  detached  blocks  ;  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly in  many  places  narrow,  the 
turnings  very  sharp,  and  the  terraces 
too  short.  The  aspect  of  desolation 
in  this  fractured  valley  would  be 
greater  were  it  not  Ibr  the  rich  dark 
foliage  of  the  chesnut-trees,  of  very 
large  size,  which  now  begin  to  s|)roat 
out  from  among  the  rocks  so  as  to 
mask  their  barrenness.  The  tall 
white  Italian  campanile  of  the  church 
of  Madonna  di  Gallivaggio,  amid  such 
a  group  of  foliage,  contrasting  with 
the  tali  precipices  around,  forms  an 
agreeable  picture.  Near  it,  at  the 
v3lage  St.  Giaeomo,  whence  the  valley 
is  named,  the  Lira  is  spanned  by  a 
new  and  bold  bridge. 

A  mile  or  two  rarther  on,  the  val- 
ley opens  out,  and  Chiavenna  expands 
to  view,  a  picturesque  town,  beau- 
tifully situated,  under  an  Italian  sun, 
surrounded  by  hills  clothed  with  the 
richest  vegetation,  with  vines  and  fig- 
trees. 

Chknemut  (Germ.  Clefen,  Clavena  of 
the  ancients)  —  Inns:  Conradi^  fair; 
Chiave  d'Oro,  also  good,  cheaper;  Sole 
— a  town  of  3040  Inhab.,is  charmingly 
situated  in  the  midst  of  vineyards, 
close  under  the  mountains,  which  ap- 
pear to  impead  over  it,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  valley  of  St.  Giaeomo 
with  that  of  the  Meira,  called  Yal  Bre- 
gagUa.  Beyond  this  beauty  of  situa- 
tion there  is  very  little  here  to  interest 
the  passing  traveller.  The  town  pre- 
sents a  decayed  appearance,  but  de- 
rives much  benefit  from  its  position 
on  the  Spliigen  road,  and  maintains 
several  spinning-mills  for  silk  and 
cotton.     An  ingenious  maqufiusturer 
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named  Yanossi  at  One  time  wove  here 
a  fire-proof  cloth  of  asbestus,  a  mme- 
ral  which  abounds  in  the  mountains 
of  the  neighbourhood.  Opposite  Con* 
radi's  inn,  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  is  a 
large  ruined  Palazzo  which  onoe  be- 
longed to  the  Salis  family  :  strangers 
are  admitted  to  enjoy  the  fine  view 
from  the  summit  of  the  rock.  The 
principal  Ch,  of  St  Lawrence  has  a  tall 
campuiile  standing  within  a  square 
enclosure,  surrounded  by  a  cloister. 
On  one  side  are  two  bone-houses,  filled 
with  skulls,  arranged  in  patterns,  and, 
adjoining  them,  in  the  octagonal  Bap^ 
tistery^  is  a  curious  ancient  stone  font, 
sculptured  with  rude  bas-reliefe,  which 
will  interest  the  anti(^uary.  The  oiti- 
SEens  keep  their  Yaltehne  wine  in  natu- 
ral grottoes  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  form  excellent  cool  ceUars 
and  are  called  Yentorali. 

[Near  Pleura,  about  3  m.  up  the  Yal 
6re^;agUa,  memorable  for  the  fate  of 
its  inhabitants,  who  were  buried  by 
the  fall  of  a  mountain  (Rte.  94),  b 
a  peculiar  manu&oture  of  a  coarse 
ware  for  culinary  purposes,  made  out 
of  potstone  (lapis  ollaris).  This  stone 
is  easily  cut,  or  turned  in  a. lathe,  and 
is  able  to  endure  heat.  Pliny  calls  it 
lapis  Comensis,  from  its  being  ex- 
ported from  the  lake  of  Como:  the 
manufacture  has  greatly  dwindled 
down  at  present] 

The  description  of  the  road  up  the 
beautiful  Yal  Bregaglia  and  orer  the 
pas8  of  the  Maioya,  by  way  of  Plenra, 
IS  given  in  Rte.  94. 

Chiavenna  belonged  to  the  Dukes 
of  Milan  down  to  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Swiss  became  possessed  of 
it,  and  it  formed,  with  the  Yalteline 
and  iBormio^  a  state  subject  to  the 
canton  of  the  Griaons.  Napoleon 
added  it  to  the  kingdoB  of  Italy,  as 
lying  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and 
the  Congress  of  Yienna,  bv  the  same 
rule,  transferred  it  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria. 

At  Chiavenna,  as  in  the  Yalaisan 
towns,  are  to  be  seen  large  houses,  the 
former  resideaoes  of  noble  families, 
now  half  ruinous  or  inhabited  by  poor 
people.  At  present  it  affords  signs  a^ 
reviving  prosperity. 


The  FaUofihe  Gardona^  about  4  m. 
from  Chiavenna,  is  worth  notice.  At 
the  distance  of  ^  hr.  from  the  town  (m 
the  Riva  road,  the  river  on  the  rt.  must 
be  crossed.  A  walk  of  ^  hr.  leads 
thence  to  the  FalL 

The  diligences  through  Chiavenna 
to  Coire  in  13^  hrs.  pass  at  a  very 
early  or  late  hour.  A  voiturier  to 
Coire  charges  100  frs.,  sleeping  the 
first  night  at  Andeer,  and  arriving 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day 
at  Raeatz.  A  bargain  shoold  he 
made  uiaX  he  should  change  horses  at 
Campo  Dolcino,  and  so  go  at  a  better 

Saee  and  avoid  waiting  2  hra.  at  that 
uU  spot.    For  the  road  from  Chia- 
venna to  Leeoo  see  Rte.  116. 


ROUTE  88.' 

ANDE^l  TO  0A8ACCIA,  BT  THE  ATER8 
THAL,  PDBCULA  AND  SEFTIMEB 
PAaSBS. 

This  is  the  best  route  for  travellers 
ffoing  from  Coire  to  the  Engadine  wish- 
ing to  see  the  Yia  Mala  on  their  way, 
bnt  it  is  little  known  and  unfrequented, 
l^m.  above  Andeer  a  considerable  tor- 
rent joins  1.  the  Hinter  Rhein  flowing 
out  of  a  vaUey  that  opens  S.E.  Tliis 
torrent  is  called  the  Avers  Rhein^  and 
the  main  valley  through  which  it  flows 
is  the  Avere  I%ai  or  Vol  Aversa,  The 
lower  part  of  this  valley,  however,  is 
called  Yal  Ferrera.  About  ^  an  hr, 
from  the  opening  of  the  valley  there 
is  a  fine  waterfoll,  and  the  path  is 
carried  through  a  narrow  tnickly* 
wooded  defile^  and  pasung  some 
marble-quarries  reaches 

Conical,  about  8  hrs.  from  Andeer; 
and  nearly  3  hrs.  ftirther,  ascending 
by  a  tolerable  path,  the  chief  village 
of  the  vattey, 

Oreeta,  is  reached.  There  is  no 
Inn  either  here  or  at  Canieul,  but  in 
both  places  the  clergymen  receive 
hospitably  the  few  strangers  who  pasa. 


Switzerland^ 
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Of  course,  on  leading,  a  present  should 
be  made  in  such  cases  to  the  clergy- 
man's wife  or  housekeeper.  Cresta  is 
a  large  villaee,  and  one  of  the  highest 
in  the  Aips,l)ein^more  than  6000  ft. 
aboTo  the  sea.  The  last  straggling 
pine-trees  are  seen  about  the  viflage. 
Above  this  the  vallej  opens  out  into 
a  wide  expanse  of  Alpine  pastures, 
which  reach  nearlj  to  tlie  summits  of 
the  mountains  that  enclose  the  head 
of  the  ralley.  About  4  m.  beyond 
Cresta  a  group  of  chAlets  called  Juf 
is  passed,  rfrom  thence  there  is  a 
pass  called  Valetta^  towards  the  N.K, 
to  Bivio  on  the  road  of  the  Julier  (Rte. 
92).  The  summit  may  be  reached  in 
2^  hrs.  from  Cresta:  2  hrs.  from  the 
summit  is  Bivio.] 

Hie  higher  pass  of  the  ISjarcuia^  or 
Fttrkel,  over  wnich  lies  the  route  to 
Casaccia,  is  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  Avers  ThaL  The  ascent  presents 
no  difficulty;  but  as  there  is  little  to 
point  out  the  true  direction,  which 
lies  a  little  N.  of  E.,  a  guide  is  re- 
quired. The  suinmit  of  the  Furcula 
Pass  (8847  ft.)— about  3  hrs.  from 
Cresta — commands  a  wide  view  over 
a  wilderness  of  peaks,  limited  in  part 
by  the  higher  ranges  immediately 
near  at  hand.  The  descent  on  the  £. 
side  lies  over  a  slope  of  snow  scarcely 
steep  enough  for  a  glissade,  and  then 
over  rocks  until  the  horse-track  over 
the  Septimer  Pass  is  reached  close  to 
the  summit,  where  once  stood  a  small 
hospice,  or  place  of  refuge,  now  in 
ruins. 

The  Sepiimery  now  an  indifferent 
horse-path,  but  well  traced  and  not 
difficult,  leads  from  Bivio  to  Casaocia, 
4  or  4^  hours*  walk.  The  S.  side  is 
much  more  steep  and  stony  than  the 
other  side.  The  summit  is  76 16  ft.  above 
the  sea-leveL  The  view  from  this 
is  fine;  the  Piz  Muretto  and  Monte 
del  Oro  being  conspicuous  features 
in  it.  Though  impracticable  for  any 
kind  of  vehicles,  this  was  once  a  fre- 
quented hiehway  between  Italy  and 
Switzerland  until  the  formation  of  the 
carriage-road  over  the  Splugen,  which, 
being  a  lower  pass,  and  10  m.  shorter, 
is  of  course  preferred  to  it.  On  the 
Monte  Lunghino  (9120  ft.),  between  the 


passes  of  Septimer,  Julier,  and  Maloya, 
are  situated  the  sources  of  the  Maira 
flowing  into  the  Adriatic,  of  the 
Oberhalbstein  Rhein  flowins  into  the 
North  Sea;  and  the  river  Inn  rises 
out  of  a  small  lake  and  flows  into  the 
Black  Sea.  Thus,  one  single  moun- 
tain distributes  its  rills  between  the 
three  great  seas  which  bathe  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  in  this  respect 
it  is  unique. 

In  about  2  hrs.  from  the  summit  of 
the  Furkel  Pass  the  traveller  reaches 
Casaccia  (Rte.  94),  where  very  &ir 
quarters  may  be  found  at  Gioannini's 
Inn.  Xhis  pass,  though  it  offers  no 
difficulty  to  the  mountaineer,  is  rather 
a  hard  day's  work  of  about  11  hrs. 
steady  walking. 


ROUTE  89, 

SPLilGCN  TO  ILAlfZ,  BV  THE  PASS  OF  THB 
VAL8ERBERQ  ANl)  TUB  PETSB*8  THAL. 

(10  or  11  hrs.) 
**  The  great  road  of  the  Bemardin  is 
followed  as  far  as  Niifenen,  rather 
more  than  an  hour  above  Spliigen. 
Some  3  or  4  minutes  after  passing 
through  Nufenen,  the  foo^ath  to  the 
Valserberg  branches  off  to  the  rt.  by  the 
side  of  a  little  stream,  reaches  in  a 
few  minutes  more  the  base  of  the  chain 
rising  from  the  valley  on  the  N.,  and 
continues  to  ascend  along  its  side  a( 
the  foot  of  a  line  of  cliffs.  These  clififs 
extend  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  and  are 
an  excellent  guide  to  it,  the  way  up 
being  always  at  a  short  distance  from 
their  base.  A  wooded  spur  separates 
the  hollow  looking  towards  Kiifenen 
frt>m  that  leading  down  toHinterrhein. 
After  an  ascent  of  less  than  an  hour, 
this  spur  is  crossed  nearly  at  Its  point 
of  divergence  from  the  northern  cnain, 
and  just  above  the  wood  which  clothes 
its  lower  par  t  The  high  pastures  over- 
looking Hinterrhein  are  now  reached, 
and  the  path  from  that  village  falls 
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in.  There  is  a  very  g^od  view  from 
this  point. 

**  The  last  ascent  to  the  Valserberg 
is  rather  steep,  but  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  the  highest  point  of  the  pass  is 
attained  in  something  less  than  3  hrs. 
from  Spliigen.  The  Col  is  a  narrow 
gap  in  the  crest  of  the  chain,  covered 
with  snow,  and  elevated  nearly  7500 
feet  above  the  sea-leveL 

"The  view  to  the  north  is  very  wild. 
Several  bare  mountain  ranges  are  seen, 
and  above  them  the  whole  line  of  the 
Alps  of  Glarus,  from  the  Todi  to  the 
Scnelbe,  an  unbroken  bank  of  snow 
from  end  to  end. 

**  For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Valserberg  the  way  is 
marked  by  poles:  the  highest  chalets 
are  then  reached,  and  a  stream  from 
the  right  crossed.  An  hour  and  a  half 
more  are  necessary  to  gain  V als  or  St. 
Peter's  Flaz  ^a  small  /hn),  where  the 
main  valley  or  the  Glenner  is  entered. 
This  is  divided  into  three  districts; 
the  lower  valley  of  Lug^etz,  the  side 
valley  of  Vrin,  and  the  upper  valley 
of  Vals,  called  also  St.  Peter's  Thai. 
In  this  last  district  the  language  is 
Grerman,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of 
the  Rheinwald  and  the  neighbouring 
Savien  Thai.  In  the  districts  of 
Luffnetz  and  Yrin  Bomanseh  is 
spoken. 

[The  scenery  of  the  St.  Peter's  Thai 
above  Vals  is  said  to  be  of  the  grandest 
character.  The  last  villi^,  ZavreUa^ 
is  about  3  hrs.  above  Vals.  The  path 
passes  in  g^eat  part  through  oaaff- 
nificent  pine-forests  above  a  formid- 
ably deep  g^rge,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  the  river  works  it  way.  Za- 
vreila  is  completely  surrounded  by 
snowy  peaks  and  glaciers,  but  there 
are  several  passes  over  which  the 
practised  mountaineer  may  make  his 
way.  One,  over  glacier,  leads  nearly 
due  S.  to  the  valley  of  the  Hinter 
Rhein,  some  miles  above  the  village  of 
the  same  name;  a  second,  called  La 
Lenta,  to  Olivone  in  the  Yal  Blegno, 
a  difficult  glacier  pass^  a  third,  not 
so  diiBculC  also  reaches  the  Yal 
Blegno,  a  little  above  Olivone,  mount- 
ing  due   W.    from   the   ch4Iets   of 


Alpersch,  the  last  in  the  St.  Peter's 
Thai.] 

A  very  high  and  narrow  g^rge 
above  Plaz  cuts  short  in  that  direction 
the  little  plain  in  which  the  village  is 
situated.  Another  defile  terminates  it 
to  the  N.  about  half  a  mile  below  Plaz. 
This  ravine,  through  which  the  path  to 
Ilanz,  having  crossed  the  river,  is  now 
conducted,  is  one  of  the  grandest  gorges 
by  which  the  Alps  are  riven.  The  river 
is  again  crossed  to  its  right  bank,  where 
a  landing  from  the  bridge  has  only  been 
effected  by  hewing  a  shelf  out  of  the 
rock.  The  way  is  afterwards  cut  with 
some  difficulty  along  a  broken  decli- 
vity, till  the  valley  opens  out  at  the 
ch&lets  of  Feistenberg  and  Montasg^ 
finely  placed  on  the  green  slopes.  A 
second  gorge  succeeds,  and  the  path 
is  forced  to  ascend,  scarcely  finding 
ground  for  its  course,  until  a  little 
oratory  by  its  side  marks  the  close  of 
the  ascent  and  of  the  long  defile  (6  m.), 
and  the  fertile  valley  of  Lug^etz  opens 
out  to  the  N. 

Into  its  fields  the  path  now  de- 
scends. The  river  is  crossed  some 
distance  lower  down,  by  a  bridge  just 
above  the 

Chalybeate  Baths  of  Peiden ;  homely 
accommodation  at  the  Bad-haus,  50 
beds,  belonging  to  the  medical  man 
of  the  place.  This  is  too  low  down 
the  valley  to  be  a  good  centre  for 
mountain  excursions.  It  lies  in  a 
sheltered  nook  open  to  the  sun.  Its 
neighbourhood  is  rich  in  little-known 
peaks,  passes,  and  glaciers.  A 
wretched  char-road  leads  from  Peiden 
to  Ilanz. 

From  St  Peter's  Plaz  to  Ilanz  is  a 
walk  of  full  5  hrs.  (See  Btes.  82,  86.) 
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BEICHEVAD  TO  SPLUOEM,  BT  THE  BAVTBH- 
THAL  AND  PASS  OF  THE  LOCHLIBEBG, 

1 1^  bra.  A  bridle»|»atli  tke  greater 
part  of  the  way.  Our  road  runs  up 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Vorder^Rhein,  aa 
far  as  the  German  Protestant  TiUace 
Venam^  where  the  fearful  solf  of  the 
Versamer  Tobel  is  crossea  by  a  ^ery 
remarkable  wooden  bridge,  with  a 
span  of  200  ft  (probably  the  widest 
wooden  bridge  on  this  principle  ex- 
isting), and  232  ft.  above  the  torrent 
Savien.  The  builder  is  the  engineer 
La  Nioca.  Here  a  PAth  turns  S.  up 
the  wild  valley  of  the  Savien  or 
Babbiusa,  a  very  remarkable  ravine, 
«•  wilder  than  the  Via  Mala,"  of 
which  the  W.  side  only  is  cultivated 
and  inhabited  by  a  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  about  1000  souls,  Germans, 
who  were  settled  here  in  the  days 
of  the  Hohenstaufen  Emperors.  The 
almost  uninhabited  £.  side  is  in 
places  formed  by  precipices,  the  rocky 
escarpntent  of  Mount  Heinsenberff. 
The  path  is  carried  up  the  L  or  W. 
bank  of  the  Rabbiusa,  by  the  hamlets 
of  Tenna,  Aresa,  Neukirch,  Platz, 
where  the  Rathhaus  Inn  is  ill  provided. 

[A  deep  path  strikes  off  hence  over 
the  col  called  StMge  across  a  shoulder 
of  the  Piz  Beveren  to  Tusis,  4  hours. 
The  beginning  of  the  ascent  is  very 
steep,  but  afterwards  lies  over  the 
grass.  The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
about  6000  ft,  and  is  reached  in  1^ 
hr.  from  Plats.  It  commands  a  fine 
view  over  the  Grison  Alps.  The  de- 
scent to  Tusis  traverses  the  remark- 
able plateau  of  the  Heinzenbere,  an 
open  plain  rising  by  degrees  above 
the  valley  of  Domlesch.] 

From  rlatz  the  direct  way  to  Splii- 
gen  continues  over  the  meadows  of 
the  Caniana  Alp  to  Tbalkirche,  the 
oldest  and  highest  church  in  the  dis- 
trict Now  ^gins  the  ascent  of  the 
Ldchliberg^  8442  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 

A  steep  descent  leads  down  to  the 
village  Splugen  (see  Rte.  87). 


ROUTE  91. 

PASS  OP  THE  BBBNARDnr— SPLiJOEN 
TO  BKLLINZONA. 

Post  road,  7  posts  »  63  miles. 

Splttgen.  P«»»^  Ei.g. ». 

Hiiiterrhein 1.9 

St.  Bernardino     .     .     .    .    If  .  15f 

Mlwoco If  .  iSi 

Oama 1|  .  14i 

BellinzonA li  .  lit 

These  are  the  distances  charged  in 
posting,  and  may  slightly  exceed  the 
measured  distances.  In  posting  from 
Coire  by  the  SplQgen  to  Chiavenna 
the  same  carriage  may  be  taken  all 
the  way,  but  on  the  Bernardino  road 
the  carriage  is  cfaaneed  at  each  stage 
between  J^lOgen  and  Bellinzona. 

The  road  from  Coire  over  the  Ber- 
nardin  is  the  same  as  that  over  the 
Splugen  up  to  Spliigen.  Diligence 
from  Coire  to  Bellinzona,  17  hrs.; 
^liigen  to  BeUinaona,  10  hrs.  Vni- 
turier  from  Ra^tz  in  2^  days,  160  fr. 
The  Tnna  on  this  road  are  better  than 
on  the  other  pass ;  that  at  St. 
Bernardino  is  excellent.  It  is  the 
custom  to  stop  at  Bellinzona,  but 
it  is  better  to  eo  on  to  Locarno,  a 
much  prettier  place,  and  the  hotel 
equally  good.  The  supply  of  post- 
horses  on  this  road  is  very  smaJl, 
and  difficulties  are  sometimes  ex- 
perienced in  getting  on. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  was 
constructed  in  1822,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer  Pocobelli,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  Sardinian  and 
Grison  governments.  About  6-7 ths 
of  the  sum  required  were  advanced  by 
the  Kinff  of  Sardinia,  who  duly  ap- 
preciatea  the  advantages  to  his  aomi- 
nions  to  be  derived  m)m  a  highway 
which  should  connect,  by  a  direct 
line,  the  port  of  Genoa  and  the  ca- 
lf 
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S'tal  Tarin  with  Switzerland  and  W. 
ermany. 

The  road,  leavmg  the  bridge  of 
Spliigen  (Rte.  87)  on  the  L,  adyances 
up  the  valley  of  Hinter-Rhein,  whose 
stem  and  barren  features  have  less 
of  beauty  than  of  wildness,  along  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine  through  Nii&nen, 
distant  about  7  ol  to 

Hiaderrkein  (^Inn:  Fost>  clean),  the 
highest  village  in  the  valley;  no^ grain 
but  barley  grows. 

THence  to  the  source  of  the  Rhine 
will  take  up  6  or  7  hours  going  and 
Tetumin^,   exclusive    of    stoppages. 
A   multitude    of   streamlets    trickle 
down  from  the  crevices  in  the  sur- 
rounding mountains,  where  deep  snow 
rests  almost  {iir  the  year  round,  to 
feed  the  infant  .Rhine.    The  Source 
cf  the  Rhine  lies  about  10  miles  higher 
up  the  valley,  ^  of  which  distanoe,  or 
A  late  in  the  summer,  can  be  per- 
K>rmed  on   horseback,  the    rest   on 
foot;  the  latter  part  of  the  walk  es- 
pecially is  difficult  and  fatiguing^  over 
debris  and  melting    snow,   and  the 
assistance  of  a  guide  is  necessary  to 
find  the  way.     The  scenery  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley  is  savagely 
grand,  and  well  deserves  the  notice 
of  travellers.     The  river  takes   its 
rise  at  the  very  extremity   of  this 
frost-bound  valley,  from  beneath  the 
Bheinwald  glacier,  filling  a  depression 
between    the    RheinwaUhom    (10,912 
ft)  and  the  Zaporthorn.    At  the  end 
of  about  4  miles  the  path  begins  to 
ascend,  and  b  soon  lost  in  crossing -j 
steep  slopes  covered  with  debris  of 
rock,  so  that  a  previous  knowledge  of 
(he  direction  will  alone  enable  the 
traveller  to  reach  the  source  by  him« 
self.     A  small  rocky  and  swampy 

freen  spot,  on  which  a  few  sheep  may 
e  seen  feeding  immediately  beneath 
the  glacier  of  the  Moschel  Horn,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  snow  and 
glaciers,  is  called  ironically  **Fara- 
ies."  Immediately  opposite,  and  on 
the  other  side  .oi  the  Rhine,  here 
struggling  through  the  stones,  is  a 
savage  gorge  or  rent  in  the  rock 
called  *•  Holle."  The  narrow  path 
skirts  its  edge.  To  this  succeeds  a 
rapid  rise.    In  J  an  hour  more  you 


come  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  a 
small  verdant  flat  plain,  whence  yea 
look  down  on  the  fountain-head  in 
the  rfacier,  which  is  sometimes  hol- 
lowM  out  into  a  magnificent  dome  or 
cavern.] 

There  is  a  fine  Paas,  Mtf  Vaherbertj^ 
horn.  Hinter-Rhein  to  Ilanz  (Rte.  89). 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  bids 
adieu  to  the  Rhine  at  Hinter-Rhein, 
orossing  it  by  a  stone  bridge,  after 
which  you  immediately  begin  to  as- 
cend, breasting  the  steep  slope  of  the 
mountain  by  sixteen  sigzags;  many 
of  the  turnings  are  very  abrupt. 

A  strikinff  view  opens  out  on  the 
rt,  over  the  head  of  the  Rhine  valley 
and  the  glaciers,  whence  it  bursts 
forth.  On'  the  rt.  of  the  road  rises 
the  gigantic  mass  of  the  Moschel- 
Hom,  and  on  the  1.  the  black  peak  of 
the  Mikbag-^om  overhangs  the  pass. 

This  passage  over  the  Alps  is  said 
to  have  oeen  known  to  the  Romans  t 
it  was  called  the  Vogelberg  down  to 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  a  pious  missionary,  St.  Ber- 
nardin  of  Sienna,  preached  the  Gospel 
through  these  remote  Alpine  valleys, 
and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  him,  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  mountain,  gave  rise  to 
the  name  which  it  still  retains.  It 
was  traversed,  in  March,  1799,  by  the 
French  army  of  Lecourbe,  at  a  season 
when  winter  still  reigns  on  these  ele- 
vations, and  before  the  mountain  pos- 
sessed any  other  road  than  a  miser- 
able mule-path. 

The  summit  of  the  pass,  about  7010 
ft  above  the  sea,  and  24U0  ft  above 
the  village  of  Splngen,  is  partly  occu- 
pied by  a  lake  called  Latjo  ifoeaola, 
the  source  of  the  Moesa,  along  whose 
margin  the  road  runs.  At  this  point 
a  very  substantial  but  homely  inn,  or 
house  of  refiige,  has  been  erected.  The 
head  of  this  pass  is  grander  and  less 
dreary  than  the  hcMs  of  the  other 
g^at  passes. 

A  httle  way  down  the  S.  slope  of 
the  mountain,  the  Moesa  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge  of  a  single 
arch,  110  ft  above  the  river,  named 
after  Victor  Emanuel,  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  construction  of  this  road.    The 
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carriaee-waj  is  here  eoTered  over  for 
lome  distance  with  a  substantial  roof, 
supported  on  solid  buttresses,  to  pro- 
tect it  from  avalanches  and  whirl- 
winds of  snow,  to  which  this  gully  is 
much  exposed  at  times.  A  few  stran- 
gling and  stunted  pines  here  make 
uieir  appearance*,  a  little  lower  down, 
trees  40  or  50  ft.  high  may  be  seen 
clineing  to  the  rock,  with  barely  2  ft 
depSi  of  soil  beneath  them;  their 
roots  scarcely  strike  downwards  at 
all,  but  spread  far  and  wide  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  so  that  when  a  tree 
is  thrown  down  by  the  wind,  roots 
and  soil  are  peeled  o£F  at  once,  and 
nothing  but  bare  rock  remains  below. 
The  S.  face  of  the  mountain  is  also 
for  more  abrupt  and  precipitous  than 
the  N.;  but  the  road  is  so  skilfully 
carried  down  it,  and  so  gradually, 
that  a  postilion,  accustomed  to  it, 
trots  quickly  down  the  whole  way, 
turning  sharp  round  the  comers  of 
the  sigzags.  The  traveller  beholds 
the  road  almost  beneath  his  feet,  ex- 
tending like  an  'unpoiled  rope  below 
him,  and  as  he  moves  backwards  and 
forwards,  following' its  turns,  he  ap- 
pears to  hover  oter  the  valley  below, 
and  might  fancy  himself  fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  pendulum,  and  balanced 
in  mid-air.  The  passage  of  the 
mountain  from  Hinter-Rnein  to  St. 
Bernardino  is  effected  in  about  3^ 
hrs.;  and  on  a  comparatively  level 
spot  is 

8t  Bernardino  (Irma:  H.  Brocco, 
lar^  and  good ;  H.  Kavizzo ;  H.  Nfotto), 
a  Tillage  and  waterine-place,  the  first 
and  loftiest  in  the  Talley  of  Misocco, 
consisting  of  a  few  houses  planted 
half  way  down  the  descent  on  a  smaU 
plain  or  ledge,  in  a  romantic  situa- 
tion. There  is  a  mineral  spring  with 
Baths  here,  ha-ving  a  temperature  of 
about  40^  Fahr.,  and  a  strong  taste 
of  ink.  It  is  one  of  the  highest  mine- 
ral sources  among  the  Alps,  and  an- 
nually draws  a  considerable  number 
of  patients  to  the  spot,  for  whom  lUj^ 
hotels  and  pensions  have  been  built. 
The  situation  of  this  village  is  very 
fine,  and  it  wotdd  serve  as  excellent 
head-quarters    for    a    mountaineer 


wishing  to  explore  the  neighbouring 
ranges. 

After  leaving  St  Bernardino  the 
road  ascends  for  about  2  m.,  and  then 
plunees  by  a  series  of  curious  and 
comj^cated  zigzags  into  the  lower 
valley  of  Misooco  (in  Genu.  Masox  or 
Misox  Thai;  ItaL  Val  Mesolcina), 
which  is  celebrated  for  its  beauty. 
Near  the  road  are  two  very  fine  falls 
of  the  Moesa. 

Near  St.  Giacomo  there  are  auar« 
ries  of  e3rp8um :  here  there  is  also  a 
fall  of  tne  Moesa.  It  is  a  continued 
descent  as  far  as  Misocco  and  the 
Fonte  di  Soazza,  which  is  only  a  few 
hundred  feet  higher  than  Coire,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine.  This  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  abruptness  of  the 
southern  descent  from  the  Alps  con* 
trasted  with  the  northern. 

Mitocco  {Ina:  Post,  dirty,  wretched), 
a  village  of  about  900  nihab.,  called 
also  Cremao.  The  views  from  its 
church  vard  and  old  castle  are  fine. 

In  tne  neighbourhood  of  Misocco 
the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  chestnut 
and  walnut,  the  abundant  crops  of 
maize,  the  presence  of  the  vine  and 
the  mulberry,  which  succeed  each 
other  within  the  space  of  a  few  miles, 
remind  the  traveller  that  he  is  indeed 
in  Italy ;  and  he  soon  becomes  other- 
wise aware  of  this  change  by  the 
altered  language,  the  laziness  and 
filth  of  the  mhabitants,  and  their  mi- 
serable habitations.  The  situation  of 
Misooco  is  charminr.  A  little  way 
below  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  valley, 
rises  up  the  ruined  CastU  of  Misocco^ 
a  feudal  seat  of  the  powerful  lords  of 
Masox,  sold  by  them,  1482,  to  the  ce- 
lebrated Milanese  general  Trivulzio, 
taken  and  destroyeid  by  the  Graii- 
biindtners,  1526.  The  valley  is  here 
bounded  by  precipices,  over  and 
among  whose  rocky  sides  a  number 
of  waterfalls  dash,  assuming  the  shape 
of  that  which  in  Scotland  is  called  tne 
Mare's  TaU.  The  knoll  on  which  the 
castle  stands  seems  formed  to  com- 
mand the  passage  up  and  down. 

From  Soazza  a  very  steep  and  diffi- 
cult path,  not  practicable  for  horses, 
ascends  the  E.  side  of  the  valley,  and 
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leads  to  ChUTenna  in  8  hn.  by  the 
Forcola  pass. 

The  ralley  of  Misocoo  has  lost 
much  of  its  beauty  and  cheerfulness 
since  the  fearftil  thunderstorm  and 
inundation  of  August,  1834,  which 
overwhelmed  the  land  in  many  places 
with  torrents  of  rocks,  and  has  left 
behind  beds  of  gravel  and  alluvium 
in  places  90  ft.  high,  thus  oondenm- 
ing  it  to  eternal  sterility.  50  houses, 
200  ch&lets,  and  many  bridges  were 
swept  away.  An  inscription  nas  been 
attached  to  a  huee  mass,  stating  that 
it  and  others  descended  from  the 
I^orcola. 

Below  Soaua  the  new  road  runs 
along  the  rt  bank  of  the  Moesa.  On 
the  rt,  the  ffraoeful  cascade  of  Buf- 
falora  precipitates  itself  from  the  top 
of  a  rock. 

Lostalh,  A  tolerable /nn  here.  The 
general  legislative  assemblies  of  the 
men  of  the  valley  are  held  here. 
;    2^  m.  farther  is  the  post  station  at 

Coma.    Here  figs  and  mulberries 
begin  to  appear, 
:    £9ggio, 

"1   At  Qrono  the  Yal  Calanca  opens 
but  from  the  W. 

;  Eover^do — (/mis :  Orooe  Bianca,  to- 
lerable; Canoned'Oro)— a  village  con- 
taining nearly  1000  Inhab.,  with  the 
riftned  castle  of  Trivulzio  in  its  vi- 
oinity.  The  Prior  of  Roveredo  and  1 1 
6ld  women  were  burnt  for  practising 
witchcraft  by  Carlo  Borromeo,  in 
1<583,  at  his  mrst  visitation  of  the  dio- 
oese.  The  rivers  hereabouts  are  used 
to  float  down  the  timber  cut  in  the 
forests  of  the  higher  transverse  valleys. 
'.  8U  Vittore  is  the  last  village  in  the 
eanton  of  the  Orisons:  below  it  we 
enter  the  canton  Tessin  and  the  V^ 
Iievantina,  and  our  road  joins  that 
descending  from  the  St.  Oothard 
(Ate.  34).  The  entire  valley  of  the 
Hisocco,  down  to  its  junction  with  the 
Val  Levantina,  is  amongst  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps.  Passing  the 
battle-field  of  Arbedo,  we  reach 
-  '  Bellmzona  (Rte.  34).  Travellers  who 
have  slept  at  Bernardino  may  easily 
vlish  on  to  Locarno  (Rte.  113),  which 
(ws  the  advanta^  of  a  more  beautiful 
jMsition,  and  of  being  the  first  point 


at  which  the  steamers  touch  in  going 
fi'om  Hagadino  to  Arena.  By  taking 
the  first  steamer  from  Magadino  or 
Locarno,  and  the  railway  from  Arena 
to  Alessandria,  Turin  or  Oenoa  may 
be  reached  about  2  p.ii. 


ROUTE  92. 

PA88  OF  THB  JULIEB,    FROM  COIBS  TO 
BAMADBN. 
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53  miles. 
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Churwalden 
Ttofenkssten 
MoUiM  .    . 
SilvaPlaDA 

A  carria^road  finished  1839.  En- 
gineer, M.laNicea.  It  is  traversed 
daily  in  summer  except  Sunday,  by  a 
dilifjence  as  fiir  as  Samaden,  in  12  hrs. 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  yery 
beautiful  and  interesting.  Listead  of 
following  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
which  leads  to  the  W.  above  Coire, 
the  road  on  leaving  the  town  imme- 
diately begins  to  ascend  bv  zigsags 
towards  the  S.,  following  the  course 
of  the  Rabiusa  torrent.  On  the  1.  is 
seen  the  opening  of  the  Schalfik  Thai 
(Rte.  99),  whose  torrent  is  mingled 
with  the  Rabiusa  just  outside  the 
town.  Passing  the  village  of  Malix 
(near  which  rises  the  picturesque 
casUe  Stra^rg), 

Churwalden  (Irms:  Kreux;  Krone), 
and  Parpan;  then,  over  a  barren 
heath,  to 

Zenz  —  (/ym :  Krone  ;  a  tolerable 
dining-place).  Beyond  Lens,  the 
Romansch  tongue  (Kte.  66)  is  almost 
exclusively  spoken ;  German  is  rarely 
understood,  except  in  the  inns. 
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The  rirer  Albnln,  which  enters  the 
Rhine  through  the  remarkable  Schjn 
defile  near  Tasis  (Rte.  87),  is  crossed 
in  order  to  reach 

Tiefei^kagtev,  (Rom.  Caste),  (/wi,  H. 
Albula,  ^ood,  clean,  and  comfort- 
able), a  village,  situated,  as  its  name 
ImpUes,  in  a  deep  hollow,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Ooerhalbstein,  or  val- 
ley, running  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Ju- 
lier  and  Septimer,  a  distance  of  about 
20  m.  It  b  scattered  over  with  ruins 
of  castles ;  no  less  than  10  of  which 
may  still  be  counted,  "and  concen- 
trates in  itself  the  most  extraordinary 
combination  of  ^rand  features  in  the 
whole  pass.** — y,  K 
-  The  path  leading  to  the  Albtda 
Pass  ^Bte.  93)  here  turns  to  the  L 
There  is  a  short  cut  firom  the  village 
of  Lena. 

Imm^iately  above  Tlefenhasten, 
the  road  is  carried  through  a  remark- 
able gorge  called  the  Oherhalhsteiny 
which    has  been   compared,  in    the 

Sandeur  of  its  scenery,  with  the  Via 
ala. 

The  vallev  near  Tinzen  is  very 
bleak  and  bare,  A  constant  and 
steep  ascent  through  more  picturesque 
icenery  brings  you  to  the  village  of 

AfolinSj  MmMen  (/fut,  very  fair),  in 
ft  little  amphitheatre,  amidst  the  finest 
scenery  of  the  Oberfaalbstein.  To 
reach  Muhlen,  the  road  crosses  the 
stream  of  the  Faileer,  and  recrossing 
it  to  the  next  village,  Marmels,  brings 
yon  at  length  to 

BMo  or  Stalla  (Biviam) — Ttm:  Lowe 
—at  the  foot  of  the  Pitz  d'Emet  This 
very  poor  and  inhospitable-looking 
village  lies  at  the  branching  of  two 
passes,  the  Julier  and  Septimer.  The 
Septimer  leads  into  the  Val  Bregaglia 
(Rte.  88);  it  takes  2  hrs.  from  Bivio 
to  reach  the  summit.  Bivio  is  placed 
ia  a  secluded  basin,  shut  in  by  high 
mountains,  in  a  climate  so  severe  that 
all  vegetation  is  stunted.  Not  a  tree 
can  grow  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
the  people  are  reduced  to  bum  sheep- 
dung  for  fueL  Potatoes  rarely  ripen 
at  this  height — 5630  ft  above  the  sea. 

It  takes  about  2  hrs.  to  ascend  from 
Stalla  to  the  summit  of  the  J'dier  Pass, 
7625  ft.  above  the  sea  leveL    The  as- 


cent is  not  difficult,  and  the  pass  is 
remarkably  safe  from  avalanches.  Its 
scenery  is  not  particularly  grand,  tho 
outline  of  the  mountains  beii^  round. 
On  the  top,  the  road  passed  hetween 
two  rudely  hewn  pillars  of  granite 
(derived  from  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains), called  Julvu*8  Colunms.  They 
are  about  4  ft.  high,  and  destitute  of 
inscription.  Down  to  the  16th  cent, 
it  is  Known  from  records  that  onlv 
one  column  existed,  which  in  1538  fell 
down  and  broke.  It  may  have  been  a 
mile-stone.  Owing  to  some  recent 
alterations  in  the  road,  one  of  these 
columns  has  been  removed  from  its 
place,  when  Roman  coins  were  found 
at  its  base.  **The  driver  of  our 
carriafi^e  had  one,  and  gave  it  me  (for 
a  consideration).  It  is  of  copper,  and 
bears  the  name  of  Tacitus  (a.d.  275), 
and  so  discredits  the  legend  which 
would  attribute  the  columns  to  Julius 
Osesar,  though  it  confirms  their  Roman 
origin." — G.  W,  K.  Augustus  caused 
a  highway  to  be  carried  firom  Chiavenna 
over  the  passes  of  the  Mal<^a  and  Julier. 
A  carriage-road  was  fi^'med  across 
this  pass  to  St.  Morits  in  1823;  but  as 
no  attempt  was  made,  till  very  lately, 
to  improve  the  approach  to  it  through 
the  Oberhalbstein,  little  advantage 
was  gained  by  it  Flocks  of  Berea« 
mesque  sheep  are  often  found  on  the 
highest  pastures,  near  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  in  summer.  A  still  more 
easy  descent  leads  into  the  Engadine, 
to  the  village  of 

SUva  Plana  (Tun:  Krenz,  dean), 
situated  on  meaaows,  between  2  small 
and  strangely  green  lakes,  which  are 
feeders  and  reservoirs  of  the  river  Inn, 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads  from  the 
two  passes  of  the  Julier  and  Maloja, 
5560  ft  above  the  sea.  TFo  Pontre- 
sina  over  the  Surlei  and  down  the 
Val  Rosegg,  in  8J  hrs.  (Rte.  96).! 

4  m.  further,  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Inn,  stands 

Bt.  Mwitz  (in  Romansch  San  Mu- 
rezzan). — Inns :  Bngadiner  Kulm,  com- 
fortable; Kreuz;  Pension  Bavier.  A 
large  establishment,  Kurhaus,  was 
built  in  1856,  immediately  on  the  site 
of  the  principal  mineral  spring,  an ' 
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an  additional  building  ig  to  be  opened 
in  1865.  This  little  village  is  rapidly 
rising  into  repute  in  Switzerland  as 
a  fashionable  watering-place,  upon 
the  strength  of  its  very  powerful 
chalybeate  waters,  first  described, 
1539,  b^  Paracelsus,  and  now  named 
after  him.  The  spring  rises  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Bosegg,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Inn,  in  a  marshy  meadow,  20 
min.  walk  from  the  village.  The  water 
is  heated  to  supply  the  baths. 

The  village  contains  but  160  Inhab. 
Its  situation  on  the  W.  and  S. 
slopes  of  a  hill  5581  ft  above  the 
sea  is  really  delightfid,  overlook- 
ing the  Inn,  and  several  beautiful 
green  lakes  which  that  river  forms  in 
this  part  of  its  course.  The  climate 
is  too  cold  to  allow  even  barley  to 
flourish ;  the  surroun^ng  land  is 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pastures,  and 
there  are  some  forests  of  larch  on  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  The  little 
lake  close  to  the  villi^^  which  is 

fenerally  frozen  over  from  St.  An- 
rew*s-aay  (the  end  of  November)  to 
the  beg^ning  of  May,  furnishes  capi- 
tal trout. 

A  traveller  repairing  to  church  on 
a  Sunday,  at  St  Moritz,  not  many 
years  since,  found  the  parish  fire- 
engine  drawn  up  by  the  side  of  the 
pulpit — the  church,  in  this  and  other 
villages,  being  somewhat  profanely 
used  as  an  engine-house.  He  found 
the  office  of  watchman  filled,  and  its 
duties  discharged,  by  a  woman,  and  a 
female  also  occupied  the  situation  of 
baker,  the  bakehouse  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  parish. 

The  principal  Excursions  to  be  made 
from  St  Montz  are  (a)  up  the  valley 
to  the  Lugni  See,  the  source  of  the 
Inn  (Rte.  94)  ;  (6)  Piz  Nair  10,040  ft. 
to  the  W.,  3  hrs.  ascent  with  donkeys 
or  horses.  View  of  the  Bernina,  as 
beautiful  as  from  Piz  Languard.  (c) 
Up  the  Suvretta  valley,  over  the  col, 
past  the  lake  (8590  ft),  and  down  the 
Korth  Suvretta  valley,  and  the  valley 
of  Severs,  to  Bevers,  thus  far  7  hrs. 
Back  by  oarriaee-road  to  St.  Moritz. 
{d)  Piz  Ot  (see  below,  Samaden).  (e) 
Pontresina  (Rte.  96). 
Just  below  St  Moritz,  the  Inn,  on 


quitting  the  small  lake,  forms  a  pretty 
fall  A  little  further  the  vaUey  of  the 
Inn  opens  out  in  a  straight  line  as  far 
as  Zemets.  The  first  villages  passed 
are  Cresta,  Celerina  (fiom,  bchla* 
rigna),  and 

Samdden  {Horn.  Samedan),  the  prin- 
cipal and  wealthiest  village  in  the 
Upper  Engadine,  with  500  Inhab. 
Trms :  Hotel  Bernina,  good ;  Krone. 
Here  are  mansions  of  the  ancient  £»• 
milies  Salis  and  Planta. 

^Excursions.  —  (a)  Ascent  of  the 
Muottas  to  the  £.  (7975  ft),  in  2^ 
hrs. ;  view  mainlv  confined  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  Bernina  Glaciers,  ana  to 
the  upper  Engadine  with  its  lakea. 
(b)  The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Ot,  to  the 
N.N.E.  (10,690  ft),  in  3}  hrs.  Take 
a  guide,  as  the  path  is  not  easy  to 
find;  and  provisions,  as  none  are  to 
be  obtained  on  the  way.  The  ascent 
is  perhaps  steeper  throughout  than 
that  of  the  Piz  lianguara  (Rte.  96), 
but  the  view  from  the  summit  is 
in  many  respects  finer,  as  it  in- 
cludes the  beautif\il  Monte  della  I>is- 
grazia.  The  range  of  the  Bernina  is 
presented  in  such  difiPerent  aspects 
from  the  two  summits,  that  pedeatriaDS 
are  recommended  to  make  both  ascents. 
Mules  or  horses  might  possibly  be 
taken  half  way,  as  far  as  a  fountain  of 
delicious  water  that  issues  from  under 
a  block  of  granite,  but  the  remainder 
must  be  mounted  on  foot] 

EilwSgen  to  Coire  daily.  Opposite 
to  Samiden,  the  valley  of  Pontresina 
opens  out,  up  which  runs  the  road  to 
the  Bernina  (Rte.  96). 


Switzeriand. 


BOOTE  93.— OOIRE  TO  SAMADXK. 


271 


ROUTE  93. 

OOIRE  TO  SAM  A  DEN  IN  THE  ENOADINE, 
BT  WEI88EN8TEIN  AND  THE  ALBULA 
PASS. 

16^  stimden  =  49^  Ex^g*  m. 

This  is  a  more  interesting  route  than 
that  by  the  Julier  pass.  It  is  11^  fars.' 
moderate  walking  from  Lenz  to  Sa- 
maden.  A  carriage -road  was  made 
across  it,  1865.  Diligence  at  least  to 
Bergon.  For  15  m.  from  Coire,  as 
foras 

LetiZf  it  is  identical  with  the  pre> 
ceding  route.  The  diligence  for  Sa- 
mftden  leaves  Coire  at  5  a.m.,  so  that 
an  active  pedestrian  may  accomplish 
the  entire  distance  in  1  day,  talcing 
his  place  to  Lenz  only.  A  char  may 
be  procured  at  Lenz,  and  taken  as 
for  ais  Filisur,  or  perhaps  even  as  far 
as  the  deserted  Bellaluna  iron-works, 
2  m.  beyond  Fillsur,  beyond  which 
the  road  is  so  hilly  that  little,  if  any, 
time  will  be  savea.  At  Lenz  the  road 
to  the  Albula  turns  round  the  shoulder 
of  the  mountain  to  the  K,  leaving  Tie- 
fenkasten  on  the  rt;  and  passing  the 
village  of  (1  hr.)  Brienz,  and  on  the 
L  the  castle  of  Belfort,  perched  on 
an  almost  inaccessible  rock,  reaches 

Aluenetu  The  baths  of  Alveneu, 
on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Albula,  are 
between  1  and  2  m.  from  the  village. 
Here  is  a  sulphur  spring  and  fstir 
accommodation.  Crossing  the  mouth 
of  the  Davos  Thai  and  die  stream  run- 
ning out  of  it,  we  follow  the  Albula, 
ascending,  in  a  S.E.  direction,  to 

FUistWf  a  large  white  and  pictur- 
esque village  on  its  rt.  bank,  naving 
a  marked  resemblance  in  its  pecu- 
liarities to  the  villages  of  the  En- 
ndine.  There  are  two  Inns,  each 
kept  by  a  Schmidt  Near  it,  to  the 
N.,  stand  the  ruins  of  Schloss  Qrei- 
fenstein.  The  inhabitants  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  valley  emigrate  from 
home  to  various  parts  of  Europe, 
where  they  exercise  the  craft  of  pas- 
trycooks, f^quentlv  returning  hither 
to  end  their  days  m  opulence  earned 


by  industry.  Two  miles  above  Filisur 
are  the  abandoned  iron- works  of  Bella^ 
luna,  and  4  miles  from  hence  the  path 
enters  the  narrow  ravine  called  Bergit^ 
nsr-SUint  which,  like  that  near  Tiefisn- 
kasten,  has  been  compsdred  with  the 
Via  Mala;  ''and  certainly  in  som^ 
respects  bears  a  strong  resemblance, 
though  of  hr  inferior  extent  and  sub- 
limity. Its  outlet,  however,  is  sin- 
gularly fine."—/.  F,  For  a  distance 
of  more  than  1000  ft  the  path  is 
hewn,  or  blasted,  out  of  the  face  of 
the  rock,  and  the  Albula  roars  at  a 
depth  of  500  or  600  ft  below.  It  is 
about  4^  hrs.  from  Lenz  to 

BargUn  (Rom.  Bergogn)  (Inn : 
Weissen  Kreuz,  decent),  a  village 
of  about  600  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, speaking  Romansch.  The 
houses  in  this  viMage  are  nearly  all 
of  a  superior  class,  indicating  the 
comparative  wealth  of  the  population, 
many  of  whom  are  muleteers  or  carters 
by  profession,  who  established  them- 
selves here  when  this  route  was  more 
frequented.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
among  the  mountains. 

A  steep  ascent  of  2^  hrs.  passing 
many  waterfalls,  leads  to  the  smaU 
Inn  of 

Weissenstem^  containing  6  beds. 
There  was  a  lake  by  its  side,  that 
burst  its  bounds  in  1859,  and  has 
drained  itself  dry.  It  is  said  to  be 
possible  for  an  active  mountaineer  to 
cross  the  ridge  S.  of  the  Weissenstein 
and  descend  by  the  Val  Be  vers  to  the 
high  road  near  Samaden,  but  guides 
are  not  easily  to  be  found  here. 
The  ascent  from  this  point  is  very 
rapid;  the  path  lies  alon?  the  K.  eiSe 
of  the  bed  of  the  former  lake;  traces 
of  the  Roman  road  may  be  discovered 
near  this.  A  savaee  ravine,  filled  with 
broken  rocks,  hurled  flrom  the  heights 
above,  along  with  the  avalanches, 
which  render  this  part  of  the  pass 
dangerous  in  spring,  brings  the  tra- 
veller in  about  1  hr.  to 

The  summit  of  the  Pass  of  the  Al* 
bitla.  The  culminating  point,  marked 
by  a  cross,  is  7680  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level;  on  the  other  side  of  it  is  a  small 
lake.  It  is  a  scene  of  complete  desola- 
tion.   On  the  N.  of  the  path  rise  the 
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two  pdaks  6f  th6  Albula — Crap  Air, 
or  White  Bock ;  and  on  the  S.K  that 
ofPizErr. 

.  The  descent  into  the  Ober  Hoga- 
dine  ia  also  at  times  exposed  to  ava- 
lanches. It  is  2  hrs.  walk  from  the 
summit  to 

PonU  or  Ptmt  (^Irms :  Albula;  Cou- 
ronne,  not  bad).  The  village  lies  just 
at  the  foot  of  Uie  pass»  and  in  one  of 
the  most  striking  and  populous  parts 
of  this  singular  vallej.  It  is  not 
more  than  6  miles»  by  a  char-road 
ascending  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  to 
Samaden,  where  there  are  good  quar* 
ters.— See  Rte^  M. 


ROUTE  S>4. 

CHlAYEimA  TO  SAMADEN,  BT  THE  VAL 
BREQAQLIA  AND  THE  PASS  OF  THE 
MAJLOGGIA  OB  MALOTA. 

11^  leagues  »a  34|  Eng.  m. 
Leagnes.   Eapm, 


ChUvemuL 
VIco  Sopnnio 
Sllva  Plana, 
Samadeu 


.     .    4      MB    13 

.      ,     ft       es     IS 


•      •      . 


The  carriage-road  up  the  Val  Bre- 
gaglia  is  now  in  good  order.  A  di- 
ligence daily  in  8j  hrs.  The  inns 
between  Chiavenna  and  Samaden  are 
not  very  good. 

The  road  ascends  by  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Maira,  in  face  or  a  pretty  cas- 
cade formed  by  the  Acqua  Fraggia 
descending;  from  the  N.  About  3  ul 
above  Chiavenna  it  passes,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  g^rave 
of  the  villaee  of  Pleura  or  Pturo,  bu- 
ried, with  Its  2430  Inhab.»  by  the 


fkll  of  Monte  Conto,  on  the  nieht  of 
the  4th  of  Se^t  1618.  It  was  a  beau* 
tiful  and  thriving  place,  peopled  by 
industrious  Inhab.,  and  contained 
numerous  viHas,  the  summer  resort  of 
the  citizens  of  Chiavenna.  It  now 
Kes  beneath  a  heap  of  rocks  and  rub- 
bish, 60  ft  deep,  which  fills  up  the 
valley.  Every  soul  within  it  perished, 
and  the  loog-continned  excavations 
of  all  the  laboarers  that  could  be  col- 
lected from  fiir  and  near  fiailed  in  res* 
cuing  aavthing  aHve  or  dead,  except 
a  beU  ana  two  lamps,  from  the  ruins. 
All  traces  of  the  catastrophe  are  now 
nearly  obliterated,  and  the  spot  is 
grown  over  with  a  wood  of  chestnuts. 
The  inhabitants  received  many  pre- 
vious warnings,  which  were  unfortu- 
nately despised.  For  ten  years  pre- 
vious large  crevices  had  existed  on 
that  side  of  the  mountain;  and  heavy 
rains  preceded  the  catastrophe.  Masses 
of  rock  feu  the  day  before^  rents  were 
formed  in  the  mountain,  and  the 
shepherds  had  observed  their  cattle 
fly  from  the  spot  with  marks  of  ex- 
treme terror.  For  two  hours  after, 
the  course  of  the  Maira  was  dammed 
up  b^  the  fallen  debris,  but  luckily 
the  river  soon  worked  its  way  through, 
without  producing  a  debicle. 

The  Val  Bregaglia  (Germ.  Bei|;ell) 
is  fertile  and  very  picturesque:  it  is 
shut  in  by  high  mountains.  Many  of 
its  inhabitants  emigrate,  and  adopt  the 
profession  of  chimney-sweepers,  which 
they  exercise  in  some  of  the  large 
towns  of  the  Continent.  After  passing 
through  Santa  Croce,  and  Villa  (Pon- 
tella),  the  road  quits  the  Italian  ter- 
ritory and  reaches  the  Swiss  frontier 
at 

Casiaaegna  (Inn :  Schumacher's  Re- 
staurant). Above  this  the  white  mul- 
berry no  longer  flourishes,  and  this 
is  tnerefore  the  limit  of  the  cul- 
ture of  the  silkworm.  A  little  way 
within  the  frontier  (rt)  is  the  Castle 
of  Bondo,  belonging  to  that  branch  of 
the  Salis  famuy  (SogUo)  which  is 
settled  in  £higland.  The  ruined  Castle 
of  Castelmur  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Maira  is  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its 
tall  doi\joD,  100  ft.  high,  from  which 
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two  waUs,  15  ft.  hig^  and  10  thick, 
descend  into  the  gorge  to  the  ri>er 
side.  The  valley  was  formerly  closed 
here  by  a  gate,  and  the  castle  formed 
the  key  of  the  valley. 

Vico  Soprano  (Vespran)  (/fm.* 
Krone),  a  German  and  Protestant 
village  of  504  Inhab.,  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  Maira,  3380  ft.  above  the  sea. 

[The  Zocca  pass  leads  from  Yico 
Soprano  to  the  fiaths  of  San  Martino 
and  to  Morbegno  in  the  Valteline  in 
about  10  hrs.  This  roate  is  not  often 
traversed,  bat  is  very  fine.  It  leaves 
the  high  road  about  half  way  to  Ca- 
saccia^  and  follows  the  course  of  the 
Albigna,  where  there  is  a  fine  water- 
ftill ;  it  then  traverses  a  glacier  for  a 
short  distance,  and  then  across  patches 
of  snow  with  very  little  track  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.  After  a  very  steep 
descent,  a  solitary  ch&letis  after  some 
time  reached,  ana  then  the  village  and 
baths  of  S.  Martino  in  the  Val  Maslno, 
a  wild  and  striking  valley,  down  which 
there  is  a  good  road  to  Morbegno. 
A  guide  is  indispensable.] 

Casaccia  (/hns  fair  for  the  locality; 
the  best  is  Bartolomeo  Gioannini's,  it 
has  no  sisn;  Agostino  Zuan  also  has 
a  tolerable  house),  a  village  situated 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  torrent,  which 
after  passin?  Chiavenna  flows  into 
the  Lago  Mezzola,  at  the  S.  side  of 
the  Septimer,  and  on  the  W.  of  the 
Maloya,  over  both  of  which  mountains 
the  Romans  conducted  highways  in 
the  age  of  Augustus. 

[The  Mwetto  Pass  leads  to  Sondrio 
in  the  Valteline,  either  from  Casaccia, 
or  from  Maloya.  The  latter  is  the 
shorter  by  1  hr.,  and  is  usually  fol- 
lowed as  far  as  Chiesa  by  those  pe> 
destrians  who  make  the  tour  of  Mt. 
Bernina.  From  Maloya  (5941  ft.)  to 
Pian  Caning  (6520  ft.)  1^  hr.,  follow- 
ing  rt.  bank  of  stream.  Leave  the 
GI.  del  Fomo  on  rt.,  and  keep  the 
track  straight  to  the  snow.  This  path 
is  frequently  used  by  peasants.  In 
1}  hr.  the  top  (8390  ft.)  is  reached. 
Now  keep  to  L  and  quit  the  snow 
when  it  becomes  very  steep.  The  view 


of  the  Disgrasia  is  very  fine.  When 
the  path  ouvides  take  the  lower,  and 
keep  on  1.  bank  of  stream  to  Chiareg- 
^io  in  2  hrs.  from  the  top;  only  three 
inhabited  houses  here.  If  the  owner 
is  at  home,  food  may  be  had  at  the 
one  close  to  the  ch.  Thence  to  Chiesa 
in  3  hrs.  ( Inn :  Osleria  Antica).  Hence 
to  Sondrio,  7^  miies.]  The  Septimer 
and  Furcula  passes  are  described  in 
Rte.  88. 

^  Above  Casaccia  the  Maloggia  road  is 
zigzagged  for  1  hour  of  ascent,  up  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass  (6060  ft) ;  but 
on  the  N.  side  the  descent  is  so  gra- 
dual as  not  to  require  the  skill  of  an 
engrineer.  The  scenery  it  presents  is 
not  so  grand  as  that  on  most  of  the 

E asses  in  the  main  range  of  the  Alps; 
ut  the  combination  of  the  lofty  and 
snow-clad  summits  of  the  Bernina, 
and  the  glaciers  descending  from 
them,  with  the  lakes,  close  to  the 
shore  of  which  the  road  is  carried, 
gives  this  pass  an  ajr  of  singular  pic- 
turesqueness.  Maloggut  {l»n:  Foste, 
the  first  large  house  in  the  Engadine). 
A  little  way  further  the  road  falls  in 
with  the  infant  Inn  (in  Bomansch 
Oen  or  Ent),  here  a  mere  torrent, 
which  hastens  to  pour  itself  into  the 
lake  of  Sile,  a  picturesoue  mountain 
basin,  3^  m.  long,  extenaing  as  far  as 
Sils.  This  lake  (in  Bomansch  Leg  de 
Selgio)  is  fed  by  the  much  smSler 
lake  of  Lugni,  2  m.  higher  up  in  the 
flank  of  Mont  Longhino,  the  true 
source  of  the  Inn. 

Siis,  the  highest  village  of  the  En- 
gadine. The  most  conspicuous  build- 
ing here  is  the  villa  of  a  chocolate 
manufacturer,  named  Josti,  a  native 
of  Davos,  who,  having  quitted  Swit- 
zerland a  beggar,  made  a  large  for- 
tune in  one  of  the  capitals  of  N.  Ger- 
many, a  part  of  which  he  expended 
on  this  huge  and  unprofitable  struc- 
ture. 

[Hence  a  pass  leads  over  the  Fex 
Glacier  to  Chiesa  in  the  Valteline:  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  is  5}  m.  from  Sils. 
Char-road  to  Curtins  ^S  m.\  whence 
a  pass  leads  1.  between  the  Capiitschin 
and  the  Corvatz  to  the  Bosegg  Glacier, 
and  thence  to  Pontresina.] 

The  lake  of  Sils  is  succeeded  by 
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two  other  small  lakes,  of  SUva  Plana, 
and  of  Campfeer,  through  both  of 
which  the  Inn  passes.    At 

Silva  Plana  {Inn :  Kreuts)  the  Ju- 
lier  road  enters  the  Engadine. 

The  road  from  thence  to  Samaden 
is  described  in  Rte.  92, 

Diligences  ply  in  summer. 


ROUTE  95. 

THE  ENOADimB;  SAMADEN  TO  NAU- 
DKRS,  AND  THE  PASS  OF  FINSTER- 
MiJNZ. 

16f  stunden  ^  50  miles. 

SamAden.  stunden.    Eng.m. 

Scanfii 8      .      9 

Zerneto 2i    .      7i 

Schuols 6      .18 

Naudurs 6i    .     15^ 

The  diligence  over  the  Julier  Pass 
goes  on  to  Zutz,  nearly  8  m.  beyond 
Sam&den,  and  starts  from  that  place  in 
the  morning.  Another  diligence  plies 
between  Zutz  and  Schuols,  in  7  hrs. 
A  diligence  plies  in  summer  between 
Schuols  and  Nauders  in  Tyrol  in  5f 
hrs.  The  carriage-road  is  completed 
to  Ardetz,  and  hence  to  Nauders. 

The  Engadine  (Engiadina),  or  Val- 
ley of  the  Upper  Inn,  is  nearly  60 
miles  long,  and  is  one  of  the  highest 
inhabited  valleys  among  the  Alps, 
varying  between  an  elevation  of  5600 
ft  above  the  sea,  at  Sils,  the  highest 
village,  and  3234  ft  at  Martinsbruck, 
the  lowest  There  is  no  other  valley 
among  the  Alps  where  so  many  and 
such  large  and  populous  villages  are 


to  be  found  at  so  great  an  elevation. 
It  has  at  least  20  tributary  valleprs. 
Owing  to  its  elevation,  and  the  icT 
barrier  of  enormous  glaciers  which 
separates  it  from  Italy  on  the  S.,  it 
possesses  a  most  ungenial,  nay,  sever* 
climate.    In  the  langruace  of  its  in- 
habitants it  has  9  months  of  winter 
and  3   of  cold  weather.      In    May 
1799  the  French  artillery  crossed  the 
lakes  on  the  ice.     The  only  grain 
grown  in  it    is  rye   and  barley,   a 
stunted  crop  ;  and,  in  the  upper  por* 
tion,  potatoes  rarely  come    to   ma* 
turity  ;  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  opu- 
lent valleys  among  the  Alps  ;  but  the 
source  of  its  wealth  must  be  soueht 
for  in  another  theatre  than  the  vaSey 
itself.    Its  inhabitants  are,  indeed,  but 
little  addicted  to    agriculture.    The 
surface,  where  not  actually  bare  rock,  is 
either  covered  with  forests  or  converted 
to  pasture,  with  the  exception  of  small 
patches  on  the  lower  grounds,  set  apart 
for  the  plough  or  spade.    Owing  to 
the  want  of  hands  the  natives  in« 
trust  the  gathering  of  the  hay-harvest 
to  Tyrolese  and    Swiss   haymakers, 
who  repair  hither  at  the  season  when 
their  labour  is  required.     The  sons 
of  the  valley,  for  the  most  part  ^mi* 
gprate  at  an  early  age,  scatter  them- 
selves over  all  parts  of  the  Continent 
and  may  be  round  in  most  of  the 
great  capitals  exercising  the  profes- 
sions  of  pastrycooks,  confectioners, 
distillers  of  liqueurs,  clerks  in  ware- 
houses, keepers  of  cafes,  and  sellers 
of  chocolate.    Many  of  them,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  calling,  acquire  con- 
siderable  wealth,    and  become   mil- 
lionnaires  in  florins,  with  which  they 
retire  to  end  their  days  by  the  side 
of  the  stream  of  their  native  valley. 
They  display  their  wealth  especiiUly 
in  the  architecture  of  their  nouses, 
which    are    distinguished    by    their 
large  dimensions,  by  their  decorations 
of  whitewash  and  fresh  paint    Thev 
are  occasionally  decked  out  even  with 
fresco  friezes,  and  pillars  ;  reminding 
one  of  the  pretension  to  taste  of  a 
cockney  citizen's  box  near  London, 
combined  with  the  studied  neatness 
of  a  Dutchman's  country-house,  both 
equally  unexpected  and  out  of  plaoa 
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amidst  the  savage  landscape  of  a 
Orison  yalley.  **  But  the  unvarying 
features  are  their  maniitude  and 
solidity,  the  brilliancy  of  their  white- 
wash, and  their  little  windows,  fre- 
quently only  a  single  pane,  imbedded 
1^  foot  in  the  massive  stone  wall, 
and  better  adapted  to  exclude  the 
cold  than  to  admit  the  light"— (/.  F,) 
Porerty  is  rare,  beggary  almost  un- 
known ;  and  the  people,  who  are, 
exoept  at  the  village  of  Tarasp,  Pro- 
testants, are  creditably  distinguished 
for  their  morality.  Their  pastors  are 
held  in  ereat  respect,  but  tneir  pay  is 
miserab^  The  sabbath  is  strictly  ob- 
served ;  strangers  only  are  allowed  on 
that  day  to  riae  or  drive,  and  that  not 
until  after  church-time. 

Since  1852,  when  the  influx  of  tra- 
vellers began  gpreatly  to  increase,  great 
improvements  have  taken  place  in  the 
accommodation  for  travellers,  and 
many  new  Inns  have  been  built  in 
the  Upper  Eneadine,  especially  at 
St.  Montx,  Samaden,  Pontresina,  Ta- 
rasp. In  the  Lower  Engadine  the 
Inns  are  inferior,  and  the  traveUer 
must  sometimes  content  himself  with 
hard  rye-bread,  baked  only  once  a  quar- 
ter, eggs,  cheese,  Imd  perhaps  ooilee. 
The  universal  language  is  the  /?o- 
tnansch  (see  Rte.  66)  *,  but  among 
the  returned  emigrants,  in  almost 
every  viUaee,  may  be  found  indivi- 
duals speaking  French,  Italian,  or  even 
English,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  the 
stranger  will  not  find  an  interpreter. 
The  wine  of  the  Yalteline  may  be 
had  eood  and  cheap.  The  valley 
contains  10,600  Inhab. 

Most  of  the  higher  Alpine  pastures 
of  the  Engadine  are  let  out  every  sum- 
mer to  Bergamasque  shepherds,  from 
the  valleys  Seriana  and  Brembana,  on 
the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps — a  wild, 
rou^h  set  of  men,  but  hardy  and  honest, 
clad  in  homespun  brown  and  white 
blankets,  and  reeding  frurally  on  po- 
lenta of  maize-meal,  and  a  little  cheese. 
They  arrive  about  the  beginning  of 
July,  with  their  flocks  lean  and  meagre, 
alter  their  long  march,  performed 
generally  in  the  cool  of  the  night 
After  a  solitary  sojourn  of  nearly  8 
months,  spending  often  the  night  as 


well  as  day  in  the  open  air  among 
their  flocks,  they  return  home  with 
fattened  kine  and  long  fleeces,  which 
are  sold  to  the  wool  manufiMcturers  of 
Bennuno. 

l%e  upper  extremity  of  the  Enga« 
dine  valley,  from  the  pass  of  the  Ma- 
loja  to  St  Merits,  has  been  described 
in  Rtes.  92,  94^  St  Moritz  is  com- 
fortable head-quarters  for  visiting  the 
pflaciers  of  the  Bemina,  and  ascend- 
ing the  Pis  Languard;  but  Pontre* 
sina  is  nearer,  and,  as  it  now  affords 
good  accommodation,  it  will  be  gene* 
rally  preferred  (see  Rte.  96).  Le  Prese, 
3  m.  below  Puschiavo,  is  becoming  a 
iavourite  resting-place.    (Rte.  98.) 

Leaving  Sam&den  by  the  high  road, 
the  first  village  is  Jbewrs,  and  the 
next  is, 

4 J  m.  Ponte  (Fnm:  Albula;  Krone), 
where  the  path  from  the  Albula  (Rte. 
93)  falls  into  the  valley. 

The  possession  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Inn  which  gives  its  name  to  this 
village  was  desperately  disputed  by 
the  French  and  Austrians  on  the 
9th  March,  1799.  They  fought  for 
6  hrs.  in  the  snow,  which  in  some 
places  was  5  ft.  deep.    Further  on  is 

Madulein,  and  over  the  latter  vil* 
lage  towers  the  ruined  Castle  of  Oar* 
daval, 

Zutz,  or  Svot  (Irms:  Schweiserbund, 
good  beds;  Kreutz),  is  a  village  of 
550  Inhab.  An  old  tower  still  remains 
of  the  Stammhaus,  or  original  castle 
of  the  family  of  Planta,  who,  as  fax 
back  as  1139,  held  the  Engadine  in 
feof.  The  climate  here  first  becomes 
a  little  milder,  Zutz  being  sheltered 
Arom  the  cold  blasts  descending  f^om 
the  Maloya.  The  larger  diligence  of 
the  lower  Engadine  is  taken  here. 

Scanfs  (/fm:  Traube)  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  populous  viUages  in 
the  valley.  Here  the  characteristic 
features  of  the  habitations  begin 
gradually  to  disappear.  The  villages 
Below  this  scarcely  differ  in  aspect 
from  those  of  Tyrol 

[There  is  a  char-road  to  the  1  from 
near  the  ruined  Tower  of  Oapella« 
about  a  mile  below  Scanfs,  to  Sul- 
sauna;  and  Uience  to  Davos,  over  the 
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Soaletta  bridle-pass,  7820  ft;  a  dis- 
tance of  about  8  hrs.  The  top  of  the 
pass  is  marked  by  a  hut  capable  of 
affording  shelter.  Diirrenboden  is 
1  hr.  beyond  the  top.  There  is  a  good 
char-road  thence  to  Davos.  The 
Schwartzhom  well  deserves  ascent.  It 
is  3  hrs.  climb,  and  N.E.,  from  Dilrren- 
boden.  The  views  extend  to  a  great 
distance.] 

[From  Zutz,  or  Scanfs,  Bormio 
mav  be  reached  in  11  or  12  hrs.  The 
patn  mounts  from  the  latter  village 
nearly  due  E.  into  the  Vol  Caasotnat 
and  crosses  the  ridge  at  the  head  of 
that  valley  to  Livigno  (about  6  hrs. 
from  Scanfs),  the  principal  village  in 
the  VcU  Livifino,  Hither  the  Due  de 
Kohan,  the  Huguenot  leader,  marched, 
1635,  to  pounce  down  upon  the  Austri- 
ans  in  the  Valteline.  From  hence  an 
easy  pass  leads  in  5  hrs.,  by  the  valley 
of  Pedenos,  to  Bormio.  For  the  Fluela 
pass  to  Davos  see  Rte.  100. 

The  Inn  flows  through  a  narrow 
gorge,  and  near  Brail  is  a  bridge 
(Punt  Aut — Ponte  Alto)  over  a  deep 
ravine,  marking  the  division  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Engadine.  The 
country  is  poor,  and  not  very  in- 
teresting^, wnile  the  road  is  much 
more  hilly. 

Zemets  {lurns:  Poste ;  Lion  d'Or; 
Lowe)  is  a  considerable  village,  with 
a  handsome  ch.  and  two  feudal  towers, 
one  of  which  anciently  belonged  to  a 
branch  of  the  Planta  family,  and  is 
called  Wildenberg.  [Up  the  opposite 
valley  of  Forno  runs  a  path  into  the 
Munster  Thai,  by  the  fiuffalora  Pass — 
*■*■  7  hours'  walking.  It  is  a  tolerable 
char-road.  Afteragradual  ascent  fi*om 
Zemetz  it  descends  into  a  desolate 
valley,  where  is  a  wretched  inn,  Al 
Ftvom  (2  hrs.),  the  only  house  between 
the  two  places.  The  top  of  the  pass 
is  reached  in  2^  hrs.  from  this,  and 
a  fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  Munster 
Thai,  which  is  reached  at  Tschierf 
(1^  hr.)  :  2  hrs.  more  bring  you  to 
Santa  Maria**  By  keeping  to  the  S. 
or  rt  hand  branch  of  the  stream  in 
ascending  from  Zemetz,  the  Val  Li- 
vigno  is  entered.  From  Livigno  a 
pass  of  no  difficulty  leads  in  5  hrs. 


to  Bormio  at  the  foot  of  the  Stel- 
vio  pass.  By  keeping  up  the  Val 
Livigno  you  can  re-enter  Switzerland, 
either  by  a  pass  to  the  S.  which  takes 
you  into  the  Bernina,  or  E.  into  the 
Val  di  Fain  near  Pontresina.] 
About  5  m,  farther  is 

SQss^  a  small  village  with  a  rough, 
but  dean,  little  /»m.  Krone.  There  is 
a  path  over  the  Vereina  Pass  to 
EJosters  in  the  Prattigau  (Bte.  98). 

The  names  Lavm^  Zutz^  and  Ar» 
detXf  3  villages  in  this  part  of  the 
Engadine,  are  said  to  be  a  Bomansch 
corruption  of  the  Latin  Lavinium, 
Tutium,  and  Ardea. 

The  villages  are  often  perch^  on 
the  top  of  steep  heights,  as  in  the  case 
of  Guarda.  [A  little  below  Ardetz, 
near  which  rises  the  Castle  Stemsberg^ 
visitors  bound  to  Tarasp  must  cross 
the  Inn.] 

Schi^  (Inn:  small  but  good;  no  ne- 
cessity now  of  going  to  Tarasp  to 
sleep ; — Hdtel  Belvedere,  at  Lower 
Schuls,  good),  the  most  populous 
place  in  the  valley,  contains  1143  In- 
hab.,  and  is  prettdy  situated.  There 
is  much  corn-land  near  this.  Ava- 
lanches sometimes  fall  from  the  hill 
of  Balluns  behind. 

The  Kurhaua  at  Vulpera  cost  1} 
million  francs ! 

iTarasp  {Trm:  Albergo  Conzetti, 
^ood  accommodation),  about  1^  m. 
from  the  road,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Inn,  opposite  Fettan,  is  the  only  Rom. 
Cath.  and  German  villa^^e  in  the  Enga- 
dine. Its  inhabitants  differ  from  their 
neighbours  in  another  respect,  that 
they  do  not  emigrate.  Though  less  en- 
lightened, perhaps,  they  devote  them- 
selves to  tilung  their  ownland.  **  Tarasp 
has  been  brought  into  notice  by  the 
discovery  of  a  drastic  mineral  spring 
close  to  the  margin  of  the  Inn,  below 
the  castle,  which  has  proved  ver^  at- 
tractive. Various  hotels  and  lodging- 
houses  have  sprung  up  along  the  &oe 
of  the  steep.  The  spot  is  charming. 
The  Castle  belongs  to  a  branch  of  the 
Planta  &mily.  It  was  the  residence 
of  the  Austrian  governor. 
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(From  Tsrasp  the  Munster  Thai 
may  be  reached  by  the  Scarl  Thai,  It 
is  aboDt  as  far  as  by  the  Buifalora 
Pass.  The  hamlet  of  Tschierf,  where 
there  is  a  wretched  Tnnf  is  the  first 
met  in  descendine  on  the  S.E.  side  of 
the  pass;  2  hrs.  rarther  is  Sta.  Maria, 
the  principal  Tillf^. )] 

Near  Remus,  a  wooden  bridge,  60 
ft.  span,  is  thrown  over  the  deep  gorge 
called  Wraunka  Tobel,  tfarouffn  which 
a  torrent  issues  out  of  the  rtXe  of  Ra- 
mosch.  Above  the  bridge,  which  is 
called  Ponte  Piedra,  rises  the  ruined 
castle  Chiamuf^  burnt  by  the  Aus- 
trians  in  1475. 

Martirubnick  (Pomartino).  Here 
the  traveller,  after  crossing  the  river, 
leaves  the  Inn  to  find  its  way  directly 
through  the  pass  of  Finstermfinz;  the 
road  takes  a  more  circuitous  route, 
and  ascends  a  considerable  wooded 
eminence,  forming  the  boundary  be- 
tween Switzerland  and  Tyrol,  and 
enters  the  Austrian  dominions 
(Custom-house)  a  short  while  before 
reaching 

Nauders,  where  the  Post  is  a  tole- 
ntble  Inn,  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  remarkable  defile  of  Finstermilnz. 
(See  Handbook  for  South  Gebmany.) 


ROUTE  96. 

PASS  OF  THE  BERNIKA,  FROH  SAMAOEK 
IN  THE  EMOADINE,  BT  PONTBXStNA, 
TO  TIRANO  IN  THE  VALTELINE. 

13^  stunden  =  40  miles. 

Stunden.  Eng.  bl 
Sunlden. 

Pontretin* If    •      ^    \ 

Bernlnalnns   •    •    ,    •    a      ,      • 

PuachiaTo 6^    •    19i 

Tlnmo 3i    .    10 

A  carria£[e-road,  in  part  very  weH 
constructec^  has  been  completeo.  Di- 
ligence daily  from  Samaden  to  Pus- 
chiavo  in  7|  hrs.,  to  Tirano  in  10  hrs. 
On  foot  the  distance  may  be  shortened 
some  5  miles.  This  pass  offers  several 
magnificent  views. 

Between  Samaden  and  Puschiavo 
very  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found  at  Pontresina,  where  also  re- 
sides one  of  the  few  good  guides  for 
the  Engadine,  Colani,  a  miUer  and  a 
good  shot. 

The  Bemma  is  a  very  lofty  and 
grand  chain  of  mountains,  separating 
the  valleys  of  the  Enfi^adine  and  of 
Bregaglia  on  the  K.,  m>m  the  Val- 
teline  on  the  S.  There  has  been  much 
confusion  about  the  true  names  and 
relative  heights  of  the  peaks.  The 
highest,  calkd  Piz  Bemina,  and  also, 
though  incorrectly,  Piz  Mortiratsch, 
is  13,297  ft  in  height.  5  or  6  other 
peaks  exceed  12,000  Eng.  ft.  These 
form,  after  the  great  chain  of  the  Pen- 
nine Alps  and  the  Bernese  Alps,  the 
loftiest  range  in  the  Alps.  Their  gla- 
ciers have  Ibeen  very  miperfectly  ex- 
plored. Several  arduous  passes  cross 
the  chain.  The  Bemina  Pass  is  an  ex- 
cellent carriage-road. 

From  Samdden  (Rte.  92)  the  road 
turns  S.,  ascending  the  Yal  Pontre- 
sina, by  the  rt.  bank  of  the  torrent 
Flatz.  There  is  a  footpath  from  St. 
Moritz  to  Pontresina,  which  crosses 
the  Inn  between  the  lake  and  the 
waterfall,  and  leads  by  a  pool  and 
through  a  wood  over  the  shoulder  of 
the  low  spur  between  the  Inn  and  the 
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Flatz.  There  are  fir  forests  in  this 
Talley  7000  feet  above  the  sea-level, 
mostly  consistiDg  of  the  Fimu  cem* 
hrcu 

Pontresina  (Inns:  Krone,  good,  very 
fair  living,  noisy  at  nifht;  Weisses 
Kreutz,  2so  eood  ana  reasonable; 
H.  Zam  Gletscher,  ^  m.  from  tiie  vil- 
lage, very  clean)— a  oonsidenUi>le  vil- 
lao^;  fast  becoming  to  the  Bemina 
what  Zermatt  is  to  Mte.  Rosa;  a  eood 
specimen  of  the  atyle  of  the  Engadine. 
Chars  and  gtwks  mav  be  procured  here 
at  a  bureau  established  m  the  village. 
There  is  now  a  regular  tariff  for  all 
the  excursions,  upwards  of  fifty  in 
number.  Jenni  is  a  first-rate  guide. 
There  is  an  excellent  view  of  the 
Roseffg  Glacier  and  peaks  ftrom  the 
meaaow  adjoining  the  ch.  at  the  back 
of  the  village.  Saraz's  collection  of 
stuffed  animals  is  exceedingly  inte- 
resting. From  this  place,  nrom  St. 
Moritz,  or  from  Le  Frese,  Excursions 
may  be  made  to  many  objects  of  in- 
terest The  most  attractive  excur- 
sion from  Pontresina  is 

a.  The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Lanjuard, 
The  summit  10,724  ft  above  the 
sea,  is  more  easily  reached  than  most 
points  of  at  all  equal  height  <^d  the 
panorama  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
entire  chain  of  the  Alps.  It  not  only 
includes  the  whole  of  Eastern  Switzer- 
land and  part  of  the  Tyrol,  but  in 
very  clear  weather  is  said  to  extend  to 
Monte  Rosa  and  Mont  Blanc  Horses 
may  be  taken  2-3rds  of  the  way  to  the 
summit  (chaige  7  fr,  and  trinkgeld 
for  the  boy  who  remains  to  take  care 
of  them.  A  guide  Tcharffe  7  f^.^  is 
necessary,  excejjt  ror  tnorougnly- 
practised  mountaineers;  he  will  carry 
provisions  and  some  extra  coverinj?  to 
wear  while  resting  at  the  top.  The 
ascent  requires  3  hrs.;  the  descent 
may  be  made  in  2^  hrs.  or  less.  A 
panoramic  view,  from  a  point  a  little 
below  the  summit  hc^s  been  executed 
by  the  Leipzig  painter  Georgi,  who 
had  a  hut  constructed  for  the  purpose. 
Mountaineers  may  vary  the  descent 
by  crossing  the  Fuorkla  Glacier  (to 
the  S.E.),  and  over  La  Pischa  into  the  I 


Val  de  Fain  (d),  and  so  to  Pontresina 
in  6  hrs. 

6.  The  Posegg  or  Sosetsch  0  lacier 
is  reached  throueh  the  Posetsch  Thai 
or  Val  PosofM,  There  is  a  rough  char- 
road  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier, 
2^  hrs.  from  Pontresina.  The  glacier 
itself  is  very  easy  to  walk  upon,  and 
ladies  may  with  safety  spend  an  agree- 
able  day  in  exploring  its  beautiea. 
A  longer  and  more  fiiitiguing  excur- 
sion tor  active  pedestnans  may  be 
made  to  a  green  alp  called  **Agag- 
liouls**  (middle  point),  which  is  on 
the  summit  of  the  mass  of  rock  sepa- 
rating the  two  glacier  streams.  A 
guide  it  necessary.  A  circle  of  snowy 
peaks,  not  visible  from  elsewhere  al 
the  same  time,  surrounds  this  Alp ; 
the  Tschierva,  Mortiratsch,  Bemina, 
Rosegg,  Sella,  Capiitschin,  and  Pis 
Corvatsch.  [The  Fuorkla  Pass,  said 
to  be  not  very  difficult  turns  off 
to  the  rt  about  20  min.  before 
reaching  the  glacier  from  Pontre- 
sina, and  leads  thence  in  6  hrs.  to 
Silva  Plana.  The  ool  is  just  above 
a  large  black  rock,  which  is  visible 
from  Silva  Plana  in  a  &E.  direction, 
and  is  an  excellent  landmark  to  tra- 
vellers from  that  side.  This  pass  is 
to  be  recommended  for  its  view  of  the 
Bemina  range.] 

c.  The  Mortiratsch  (7^itfr(seebeIow) 
is  the  largest  in  the  Bemina  chain. 
The  carriage-road  passes  within  1  m. 
of  its  fort.  An  active  pedestrian  may 
combine  a  visit  to  this  glacier  with  the 
Pass  of  the  Bemina,  reaching  Pus- 
chiavo  in  the  evening. 

d.  The  Vai  de  Fain,  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  Piz  Languard.  The  scenery  is  very 
fine,  and  many  rare  plants  arc  found 
there.  The  la  Stretta  pass  leads  from 
thence  into  the  Val  Livig^o,  and  so  to 
Zemetz  or  to  Bormio  (see  Rte.  95).  By 
another  pass  to  the  N.  it  is  possible 
to  reach  Ponte,  and,  returning  to  Sa- 
m&den  or  Pontresina,  complete  the 
tour  of  the  Piz  Languard  in  1  day. 

e.  The  Piavolezzaf  ascending  the 
Mortiratsch  Glacier  (or  the  rocks 
at  the  side  of  it  and  then  taking 
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the  loe)  as  fiur  as  Boval,  and  the 
junction  of  the  Vadret  Pers,  where 
there  is  a  curious  island  of  rock 
jutting  out  of  the  ice — **  the  Jardin  " 
of  this  district — called  laola  Fen,  com- 
manding a  magnificent  view.  Moun- 
taineers may  cross  the  Fers  glacier 
towards  the  foot  of  Mont  Fers,  and, 
ascending  along  a  wearisome  slo]^  of 
debris,  succeeded  by  a  rouffh  bit  of 
rockwork,  reach  the  Col  of  the  Dia- 
volezzOf  between  that  peak  and  Mont 
Fers. 

View  magnificent.  Descend  by  a 
steep  bit  of  glacier  to  a  remarkable 
hollow  containing  a  loTcIy  blue  lake, 
into  which  haee  masses  of  ice  pre- 
cipitate thems^ves  from  the  glaciers 
of  Mont  Fers^  800  ft  above.  Then 
bear  down  to  L,  and  descend  to  Ber- 
nina  Inns.  A  most  striking  excur- 
sion: may  be  taken  the  reverse  way — 
starting  nrom  Bemina  Inns. 

In  ascending  by  the  high  road  to 
the  Bemina  Pass  the  great  glacier  of 
Mortiratsch  is  passed  almost  ch>8e  to  the 
road,  about  an  hour  above  Pontresina. 
It  fills  to  its  mouth  the  lateral  valley 
in  which  it  lies;  seeming  to  be  kept 
in  by  a  fir-dad  ridge  of  rock,  whicn, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  cleft  in 
the  middle,  completely  closes  the  en- 
trance of  the  yauey.  Being  squeezed, 
as  it  were,  upwards,  in  consequence 
of  the  opposition  to  its  longitudinal 
expansion  offered  by  this  obstruction, 
it  rises  to  a  good  height  above  its 
fringe  of  trees.  This  glacier  is  of  the 
largest  size,  and  has  an  immense  cen- 
tral moraine.  Its  head  is  encircled 
by  a  number  of  snowy  peaks,  among 
them  tike  Fiz  Mortiratsch  and  the 
Falu. 

The  glacier  may  most  easily  be 
reached  from  its  eastern  side,  whence, 
after  a  certain  distance,  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  descending  on  to  the  ice 
and  crossing  to  the  opposite  side. 

^FriMn  Pontresina  to  the  Baths  of 
BomUo. — Drive  to  the  foot  of  Mortir- 
atsch Glacier;  thence  walk;  turn  to 
L  just  past  the  Bemina  chAlets,  cross 
the  stream,  follow  path  up  Val  del 
Fsin  to  Col  of  La  Stretta,  2^  hrs. 
Path  down,  at  first  steep  and  fairly 
marked;  cross  to  rL  bank  by  first 


bridge  after  the  junction  of  two 
streams;  recross  about  I  hr.  before 
Livi^o,  2f  hrs.  (fnn :  Battista  Bor* 
mellmi's  house,  nearly  through  the 
village,  on  L  side.  No.  8,  the  only 
nlace  where  anything  to  eat  can  be 
nad  during  the  day.)  From  Livigrno 
to  Trepalle  over  a  steep  hill^  the  top 
marked  by  a  cracifix,  1  hr.  5  min. 
The  cur^  who  lives  in  the  Casa  Pa- 
roochiale,  close  to  the  church,  is  ex* 
oeedingly  obliging — ^wine  and  liqueur 
to  be  had  there.  From  Trepalle  to 
top  of  Foscagno  1  hr.  10  min. — N.B. 
Go  100  yards  to  rt.  of  path  on  summit 
in  order  to  have  a  clear  view  down 
Val  Semogo;  r^ain  the  path  without 
retracing  your  steps.  From  top, 
always  take  the  lower  road,  keeping 
as  near  the  river  as  possible  on  the  i. 
bank.  At  Isolaooia  cross  to  the  rt. 
bank ;  recross  by  the  next  bridge. 
Just  before  entering  Premaglio  turn 
to  the  I.,  and  do  not  cross  the  torrent 
that  comes  down  from  the  Stelvio  till 
a  little  past  the  Foree.  From  top  of 
Foscagno  to  baths  of  Bormio,  3  hrs.] 

Bemina  Inns— three  cabarets  in  a 
desolate  place,  1^  hr.  below  the  sum- 
mit, the  halting-place  for  the  mules. 

The  culminatmg  point,  7695  fL 
above  the  sea-level,  lies  between  2 
small  lakes,  the  Black  (Leg  Nair), 
which  discharges  into  the  Inn,  and 
the  WhUSf  which  runs  into  the  Adda. 
Near  the  Logo  Bianco  the  new  road 
turns  off  to  the  L,  and  crossing  the 
neighbouring  ridge  of  the  Camin, 
passes  down  by  La  Rosa  (a  poor 
mountain  inn),  and  Pisciadeila,  into 
the  beaatifol  valley  of  Puschiavo. 

[To  Bormio  by  the  Val  Yiola  pass, 
6  hrs.  Leave  the  high  road  1.  below 
La  Rosa  (if  ascending,  below  Piscia- 
della),  and  ascend  the  Y aJle  di  Campo, 
which  leads  to  the  Val  Viola,  a  con* 
tinuation  of  it  at  a  higher  leveL  Be- 
fore reaching  Val  Viola  the  path 
branches  (L  up  the  Val  Agone  to 
Livigno) :  our  route  is  straight  on,  and 
leads  over  the  1.  of  the  head  of  Val 
Viola.  Descending  N.,  the  path  is 
well  traced,  and  meets  the  char-road 
at  Isolaccia,  6  m  from  Bormio.] 

[The  old  path  is  continued  along 
the  rt.  (W.)  margin  of  the  lakes,  pass- 
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iag  close  to  them  for  about  3  m^  with 
the  Cambrera  glacier  descending  close 
upon  it  from  the  Bemina.  The  stream 
which  issues  from  the  lakes  falls  too 
precipitously  into  the  Talley  to  be  fol- 
io wea  by  the  track,  and  accordingly  the 
path  takes  a  sweep  to  the  rt.,  turning 
a  shoulder  of  the  mountain,  and  thus 
accomplishing  the  1st  stage  of  the  de- 
scent at  a  small  village  caUed  Caoaglia^ 
with  a  miserable  auberee.  Bears  are 
not  at  all  uncommon  here.  At  this 
part  of  the  road  you  obtain  a  mag- 
nificent view  over  the  glacier  of 
PalUf  one  of  die  most  beautifully 
formed  glaciers  which  can  be  seen  in 
Switzerland.  These  elaciers  give  an 
interest  to  this  path  far  superior 
to  that  by  La  Rosa.  Hence  the 
stream  makes  another  rapid  descent 
to  the  level  of  Puschiavo,  of  which, 
and  of  the  beautiful  lake  beyond,  a 
fine  prospect  is  opened  during  the 
2nd  descent.  The  track  lies  over 
ledges  of  rock,  and  down  narrow 
watercourses.  The  main  road,  which 
is  excellent,  is  entered  a  short  cUstanoe 
above  Puschiavo. 

This  route,  however,  is  so  full  of 
obstructions  and  difficulties,  that 
hordemen  generally  prefer  the  circuit 
by  Pisciadella,  thougn  it  adds  5  m.  to 
the  journey.] 

Puschiavo  (/fins :  Croix  Fed^rale,  or 
Croce  Bianca,  good  and  reasonable,  a 
curious  old  house;  H.  Albrioci),  a  town 
of  1015  Inhab.,  built  in  the  Italian 
fuhion,  the  principal  place  in  the 
valley,  is  mainly  supported  by  the  con- 
siderable traffic  of  goods  through  it. 
Above  it,  on  a  height,  stand  the  ruins 
of  the  castle  of  Ohgati. 

Nearly  one- third  (1500)  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  populous  valley  are 
Protestants ;  but  owing  to  the  jealousy 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  their  church 
is  almost  a  fortress,  and  capable  of  de- 
feuce  against  attacks.  The  language 
spoken  by  them  is  a  corrupt  Itafian. 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  the  road, 
which  is  here  excellent,  skirts  the  W. 
margin  of  the  charming  little  lake  of 
Puschiavo,  famed  for  its  large  trout 

Le  Prise,  beautifully  situated  near 


the  N.  end  of  the  lake,  is  frequented 
for  its  charming  situation,  its  sunny 
climate,  and  sulphureous  waters.  The 
bathing  establishment  is  well  managed 
and  reasonable  (Pension  6  fr.).  The 
baths,  lined  with  marble,  are  well 
kept,  and  many  Lombard  visitors  re- 
sort to  this  place. 

Bruav}  is  the  last  Swiss  village.  On 
quitting  the  lake,  the  torrent  Pus- 
chiavo passes  through  a  very  nar- 
row denle,  barely  allowing  room  for 
the  road  and  the  stream.  It  is  a 
raging  torrent,  and,  as  it  approaches 
the  Adda,  reauires  to  be  restrained 
within  stone  aykes  of  solid  masonry, 
which  have  nevertheless  proved  insuf- 
ficient to  protect  its  banks  from  inun- 
dation. Beyond  this,  the  Valteline,  or 
Yale  of  the  Adda,  opens  out  at 

Madonna  di  Tirana  (/na,  zur  Ma- 
donna, good).  See  Handrook  for 
South  Germany. 

An  active  pedestrian  taking  the 
short  cut  by  Cavaglia  may  reach 
Pontresina  from  hence  in  10  hrs. — 
3  hrs.  to  Puschiavo,  4  hrs.  to  summit 
of  pass,  3  hrs.  to  Pontresina. 

[The  circuit  of  the  Bemina  range 
may  be  made  from  Puschiavo  or  £e 
Prese,  by  crossing  the  Canciano  pass 
to  Chiesa  in  Italy,  and  thence  by  the 
Muretto  pass  to  Malloya.  The  Can- 
ciano commences  1  m.  from  Le  Prese, 
opposite  a  stone  bridge,  which  crosses 
the  stream  by  which  the  road  from 
Puschiavo  runs.  It  ascends  the  hill 
rapidly,  and,  after  passing  some  scat- 
tered cottages,  goes  below  a  waterfall, 
L  About  Uiis  point  the  traveller  can 
detect  the  g^p  in  the  ridge  which 
marks  the  summit  of  the  pass.  The 
path  soon  crosses  the  stream  close  to 
a  chilet  and  bam,  and  little  trace  of 
it  remains.  It  bears,  however,  towards 
the  rocks  upon  the  rt.,  and,  after 
crossiug  the  summit,  continues  on  the 
rt.  of  the  stream  below.  The  descent 
beyond  is  rough,  and  partly  in  very 
steep  zigzags  somewhat  resembling 
the  Gemmi.  At  the  foot  of  it  lies 
Lanzada,  and  ^  hr.  further  Chiesa 
(H.  Osteria  Antica,  poor    enough). 
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The  time  required  is  8}  to  9  hrs.  No 
sort  of  refreshment  can  be  procured 
on  the  way.  From  Chiesa  to  £nga- 
dine  by  the  Muretto  pass,  Rte.  94; 
Pontresina  to  PoschiaTo^  Rte.  96.] 


ROUTE"98. 

THE  PRAfTlOiin— COIRE  Oft  RAOATZ  TO 
8tt8S  IN  THE  ENOADnCE. 

Sttuden.  Eng.iB. 
Zlzen,  or  MaUEns. 

Kablis 4|    .    1ft 

Klosten a}    .     fi 

SttSB 8      .24 

This  route  lies  through  an  unfre- 
quented but  not  uninteresting  dis- 
trict. A  few  days  may  be  well  spent 
in  exploring  the  mountains  at  the 
head  of  the  Prattigau.  The  ascent 
begins  either  from  the  Zizers  Stat, 
or  from  Malans,  near  the  Landquart 
Stat,  on  the  Coire  Rly.  Dil.  from 
the  Stat,  by  good  carriage-road  up  the 
valley  as  far  as  Klosters,  and  thence 
into  the  Davos  Thai,  in  7^  hrs.  to 
Davos-Platz.  The  pedestrian  wiU  pre- 
fer to  start  from 

MalAns^  a  village  of  1054  Inhab., 
overlooked  by  several  ruined  castles, 
the  chief  of  which  is  Sehloss  Bodmer, 
one  of  the  numerous  castles  be* 
lonffin|f  to  the  De  Sails  family, 
and  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
PrSiHgSu  (Rom.  Yal  Partes).  The 
entrance  of  that  valley  is  through  the 
narrow  gorge  or  defile  of  Klus^  giving 
passage  to  the  waters  of  the  Land* 


quarts  a  furious  torrent  which  tra- 
verses the  valley.  This  pass  was  once 
commanded  by  the  castle  Pragstein, 
whose  ruins  are  still  visible  ;  a  wall, 
extending  down  to  the  Landquart, 
once  closed  the  passage  into  the  valley. 
The  vallepr,  20  m.  long,  abounds  in  fine 
soenerv,  is  shut  in  by  high  mountains 
and  glaciers,  is  nowhere  dT  any  ex- 
panse, but  rich  in  pasture-Ian^  and 
famed  for  its  large  breed  of  cattle. 
It  contains  a  population  of  about 
10,000,  who  an  speak  German,  though 
Romansch  was  the  language  down 
the  Idth  cent.,  and  the  names  of 
places  are  still  all  Romansch.  The 
rt.  or  N.  side  of  the  valley  is 
occupied  by  the  Alpine  chain  of  the 
ShcBtikmHj  which  separates  it  from 
the  Vorarlberg  and  from  the  vale  of 
Montafbn.  Its  most  remarkable  sum- 
mits are  the  Faikm$8,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  the  Sceaa  Plana  (9207  ft.)i  the 
highest  on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley. 
The  Pu  Linard  (1 1,420  ft)  and  other 
mountains  unite  this  chain  with  that 
to  the  N.  of  the  Inn,  which  forms  the 
(fivision  or  watershed  between  the 
North  Sea  and  the  Euxine,  as  the 
Bemina  chain  on  the  S.  separates  the 
waters  flowing  to  the  Euxine  from 
those  flowing  to  the  Adriatic.  Seve- 
ral passes  lead  N.  from  the  Pr&ttigau 
into  the  yorarlbei|f. 
'  [The  ascent  of  the  Seesa  Plana 
(7136  ft.)*  the  highest  peak  in  the 
Rhsetikon  chain,  may  be  made,  but 
only  with  a  guide,  from 

Scettit  (Hotel  and  Pension  Scesa 
Plana),  situated  high  above  the  vale  of 
the  Landquart  to  the  N.I 

The  road  ascends  on  the  rt  bank  of 
the  Landquart  to  Skiers  (Krone  /tin'), 
and  then  crosses  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
torrent,  passing 

Jeiiai»  (Helms'  Itm).  }  hr.  further 
is  ^Niggli's  Inn,  at  Fideriser  Au.  The 
village  of  Fideris  stands  on  a  height 
2  m.  oif  the  road,  and  is  Aot  visible 
from  it. 

A  very  bad  road  leads  to  the  Bathg 
of  Fideris,  2  m.  S.  of  the  village,  in  a 
wild  and  romantic  gorge,  not  unlike 
thatofPfaifiers.  The  baths,  considered 
efficacious  in  chest  complaints  and  in- 
termittent fevers,  are  supplied  by  seve- 
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ral  alltalme  springs,  the  strongest  of 
their  class  in  Switzerbind,  and  strongly 
resembling  Seltser  water.  The  visitors, 
almost  exclusively  Swiss,  are  received 
in  two  Bath-hauseSf  capable  of  lodging 
more  than  200  persons. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Baths 
is  quite  second-rate^  although  the 
baths  are  often  crowded  to  excess, 
and  the  landlord  has  made  a  fortune 
by  them ;  however,  the  table-d'hote 
is'  well  supplied. 

On  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Landquart, 
opposite  Fideris,  rises  the  ruined  castle 
of  Castels,  which  was  stormed  and 
taken,  in  1622,  by  the  peasants,  armed 
with  sticks  alone,  from  the  soldiers 
of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  who  at 
that  period  wanted  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  passes  of  the  Grisons, 
to  exting^h  the  Protestant  religion 
in  this  country,  and  to  seize  and  banish 
its  ministers.  A  path  leads  S.  in  3^ 
hrs.,  over  the  mountains,  into  the 
SchalfikthaL 

The  carriage-road  up  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Landquart  traverses  a  romantic 
defile,  wooded  and  rocky,  and  through 
that  picturesque  village  of  old  houses. 

JTiSo/m.  Instead  of  following  the 
old  road,  it  is  pleasanter,  though  not 
shorter,  to  take  a  path  near  the  village 
<3iSemeu3,  passing  the  BcOhs  ofSemeua 
(rnn\  frequented  by  natives.  Very 
ntir  accommodation  may  be  had  there. 
About  1  league  farther  is 

Kheters  (Tnn  .•  Hirsoh),  a  scattered 
village  chiefly  of  new  houses,  named 
after  a  suppressed  Convent,  on  the  rt 
bfuik  of  the  Landquart,  3700  ft.  above 
the  sea.  The  ch.  and  the  Hirsoh  are 
at  Am  Plats.  The  valley  to  the  E.  is 
dosed  by  the  Selvretta  glacier. 

Hence  there  are  2  ways  :  — •  a,  the 
direct  pass  over  the  Veremoy  8  hrs. 
good  walking;  guide  required.  6.  by 
Uie  Fliiela  pass. 

A  char  may  be  hired  fSor  5  frs.  to 
I>avos  Plas,  2*  hrs.  drive,  3}  hrs.  walk. 
It  turns  nearly  S.,  and  after  a  long 
ascent,  mountmg  in  zigzags,  passing 
rt.  a  small  lake,  crosses  the  summit, 
and,  descending,  passes  1.  a  larger 
lake.  At  Ddrfli  the  valley  and  pass 
of  the  Fliiela  (Bte.lOO)  is  reached. 

J>avo8  Plaz,  in  Ble.  99. 


ROUTE  99. 

OOIIUS  TO  DAyOS-PLAZ  AND  KLOSTERS — 
PASS  OF  THE  8TBELA. 

«The  Schalfik  Thai  (before  the 
mouth  of  which  Coire  is  built,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Plessftr,  which  issues  from 
it)  leads  up  to  this  pass.  The  path 
runs  along  the  heights  on  the  rL  of  the 
river  ;  and  after  a  continuous  ascent 
of  nearly  an  hour  from  Coire,  reaches 
MaladerSf  the  first  village  of  the  val- 
ley. The  Col  of  the  Strela  is  visible 
from  this  point,  but  7  hrs.  more  will  be 
required  to  surmount  it  The  Schalfik 
Thai  is  a  very  extraordinary  val- 
ley. There  are  no  villages  in  its  bed: 
all  are  on  the  mountains,  at  a  vast  ele* 
vation  above  the  Plessiir,  and  having 
apparently  no  communication  with  one 
another.  From  Maladers  to  Lang- 
wiesen,  a  distance  of  nearly  5  leag^eSi 
the  path  can  scarcely  over  be  less  than 
1 000  feet  above  the  river.  It  passes 
on  its  way,  through  several  villages, 
occupying  tracts  of  ground  on  the 
tops  of  spurs  or  promontories  pro- 
jecting from  the  northern  mountains, 
and  dirided  firom  one  another  by 
lateral  ravines,  which  have  to  M 
dip^ped  into  and  doubled  round.  To 
the  S.  of  the  river,  and  also  on  the 
W.,  where  the  Julier  road  runs,  the 
character  of  the  country  is  of  a  similar 
kind.  One  of  the  finest  views  of  the 
Schalfik  Thai  is  fh>m  Calfireisen,  a 
village  with  an  ancient  tower  crowned 
with  trees.  The  snowy  mountains  of 
the  Kalfeuser  Thd  are  seen  through 
the  opening  of  the  valley. 

*'  The  houses  in  the  Schalfik  Thai  are 
well  built  At  St  Peter's  and  Lang- 
wiesen,  the  parsonages  are  marked  by 
inscriptions,  and  the  school-house  at 
Peist  nas,  besides,  a  few  verses  on  its 
fVont 

•*  Langwiesen  is  reached  in  5^  hours 
f^om  Coire ;  in  2}  more  the  col  is 
gained,  the  last  half-hour  being  stiff 
work  in  zigzags.  The  height  of  th« 
pass  is  nearly  7700  ft    From  it  the 
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whole  coarse  of  the  Schalfik  Thai, 
the  Galanda,  the  Alps  of  the  Kal- 
feuser  Thai,  may  be  seen.  The  view 
in  the  other  direction  is  best  seen 
after  a  short  descent,  and  comprises 
ftU  the  summits  of  the  chain  towards 
the  Engadine,  from  the  vaUey  of  the 
Albula  to  the  Tyrolese  frontier,  in- 
cluding Fiz  Linard  (11,420  ft),  over 
the  central  line  of  peaks  from  the  side 
of  the  Engadin. 

'*A  steep  descent  of  an  hour  from  the 
Strela  brings  one  to  " 

Plaz,  or  Dav68  (Rom.  Tayoise,  be- 
hind), Inns:  H.  zur  Strela,  on  the 
hill,  very  fair  (whey  cure)  ;  the  Rath- 
haua,  now  a  primitive  inn,  was  for- 
merly decorated  with  more  than  30 
wolves'  heads  slain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood— ^proof  of  the  prevalence  of  these 
animals.  A  wolf-net  (wolf-game)  is 
still  hnne  up  here,  but  the  animf^l^ 
have  neany  oisappeared. 

The  Davos-thal,  below  Flaz,  retains 
its  pastoral  character  as  far  as  Glaris. 
Farther  down  it  is  much  contracted, 
and  at  Schmelzboden  were  formerly 
zinc,  lead,  and  silver  works. 

Davos  is  a  central  point,  towards 
which  many  paths  converge.  De- 
scending the  vfdley,  Frauenkirche,  the 
Badhaus  of  Spina,  and  the  village  of 
Glaris,  are  successively  passed;  and 
the  road  of  the  Albula  (Rte.  93)  may 
be  reached  at  Alveneu  in  less  than 
5  hrs.  by  a  char-road,  but  a  very  bad 
one,  more  fit  for  mules.  At  Alveneu 
begins  the  good  carriafi;e-road  over 
the  Albula.  Fedestrians  bound  for  the 
Albula  Pass  should  avoid  Alveneu,  and 
inquire  for  a  path  leading  direct  to 
Fifisur.  The  Engadine  may  t>e  reached 
by  the  Fluela  Fass  (Rte.  100),  or  by 
the  more  laborious  pass  of  the  Scaleita^ 
to  Scanfs  (Rte.  95)  in  10  hrs. 

The  way  to  Klosters  is  over  a  very 
low  and  easy  pass,  traversed  by  a 
good  char-road.  The  distance  is  about 
10  m.,  and  the  chars  (price  4  fr.)  take 
2\  hrs.  The  chalets  at  the  summit 
are  called  St,  Wolfgang,  In  ascending, 
the  road  passes  a  small  lake  called 
the  Dav68  See;  on  the  other  side 
another,  still  smaller,  is  called  the 
Schwarze  See. 

Davos  am  Flats  to  Bagatz  is  a 


drive  of  6  hrs.  Dil.  daily  at  10  a.m. 
through  Kiiblis  (where  it  stops  2  Hrs. 
for  dmner)  to  Landquart,  a  station 
between  Chur  and  Ra^atz.  It  arrives 
in  time  for  the  last  tram  to  Zilrich. 


ROUTE  100. 

PLAZ    TO  SiiSS,   BT  THE  FLUELA    PASS. 

The  valley  leading  up  to  this  pass  is 
entered  at  Dorfli,  about  a  mile  above 
Flaz,  in  the  Davos  Thai.  The  path 
runs  on  the  rt  bank  of  its  stream 
nearly  the  whole  way,  crossing  to  the 
other  side  only  for  a  very  short  time, 
when  about  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley has  been  traversed.  The  ascent 
is  easy  throughout,  and  the  path  dis- 
tinctly marked.  There  is  little  re- 
markable in  the  scenery,  which  is  of 
a  wild  and  drearv  nature.  There  is  a 
rude  /fin,  called  Tschuggen,  about 
2  hrs.  from  Flaz,  and  just  half  way 
to  the  summit.  The  summit  of  the 
Fliiela  (7900  ft.)  is  a  small  plain  oc- 
cupied by  two  pools,  and  within  4 
hrs.  walk  from  Davos.  [The  Schwarz- 
hom,  which  separates  this  pass  from 
the  Scaletta  (Rte.  95^,  well  deserves 
ascent  from  here.] 

After  a  gradual  descent  for  a  time 
towards  the  S.,  a  wild  barren  valley  is 
overlooked,  running  down  from  yf,  to 
E.  The  path,  crossing  the  river  and 
turning  to  the  1.,  is  conducted  along  the 
mountain  side  above  this  valley,  into 
which  it  descends  by  degrees,  it  then 
follows  the  L  bamk  of  Uie  stream  for 
4^  m.,  only  crossing  to  the  rt.  a  little 
distance  above  Siiss,  where  it  joins  the 
road  of  the  Engadine.  Siias  is  a  good 
24  hours'  walk  from  the  top  of  the 
Sluela.    (See  Rte.  95.) 

6^  or  7  hrs.  are  required  to  reach 
SGss  from  Davos.  4  hrs.  from  Suss 
will  take  tbe  traveller  to  the  Baths  of 
Tarasp. 
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Aa,  6^,  108, 109 
Aar,  river,  9.  10, 15,  i-j,  77, 91, 
95. 96. 2)oaroe  of,  99.  U  Uicien, 

99- 
,  falls  of.  96 

,  junction  of,  witb  Limmat 

and  Keuss,  fj 
Aaran,  16 
Aarberg.  9,  151 
Aarbarg,  ij 
Abbaye,  i6i 
Abondance,  ool  d*,  194 
Addd,  river,  i8o 
Adelboden,  129,  X|6 
AdlkwyU  47 
Aeggiacbhom,    104.      EsBCor- 

Aioos  from,  xo6 
Aemen,  205 
Ae5cb,  7 
Aeflchl,  8x,  128 
Aflbltera,  48 
Agaro,  20J 
Agaasiz,  Profeasor,  hut  of,  99 ; 

museum  of,  15J ;  on  glacien, 

$  16 
Agnea  of  Hunmrj,  17,  2S 
Agriculture,  xlviii,  liiU 
Aigle,  r,  141, 187 
Alrulo,  no 
Albert  of  Auatrla,  iMwuwiniited. 

Albinen,  Tillage  of,  iji 

Albla,  J4.  47 

Albisbrunn,  48 

Albnin  paa»,  205 

Albula    river,    ij6,  269^  271. 

Piaiw,  2*71 
Alet0ch  glacier,  104 
Aletachom,  125,  114 
Algaby,  Gailerte  d*,  201 
Air  Aoqna,  209 
Alp  bom,  xlviii,  91 
Alpbach,  91 
Alpe  Veglia,  206 
ALpensee,  224 
Alpenstock,  xxxIt 
Alpine  travelling  dangers  of, 

XXXV 

Alpinuls,  Julia,  ifo 
Alpnach,   66.      Lake  ol   66. 

Slide  of.  66 
Ahn,  panoramas  of,  zxxviif. 


AVBNCRE8. 

Near  views  of,  zxxiz.  Boadt 
over,  1 

Alt  SL  Johann,  227 

Altels,  rjo 

Altenberg,  76 

Altorf,  114 

Altotetten.  48, 211,  224 

Alvenen,  271 

Amberieu,  164 

Ambuhl,  no 

Amden,  |8 

Amed?ns  VIII.  of  Sav^y,  191 

Ammertenthid,  126 

Amphlon,  194 

Amateg,  115 

to  DlsentlB,  249 

Andeer,  258 

to  CMaoda,  262 

Andelflngen,  28 

AnderLenk,  i|6 

Andermattk  117 

Anet  or  Ins,  151 

AnnlTiers,  198 

Antigurio,  val.  208 

AnxeindiM,  196 

Appkhzbll  CAKTOir,  221.  Vil- 
lage, 224 

Appenxeli  *to  St.  Gall.  224 

ArbedOk  122 

Arbon,  27 

Ardetz,  276 

Ardon,  192 

Arenenberg,  24 

Argorie.  16 

Army  In  Switaerland,  xlix 

Amen,  lake  of,  14} 

Arnold  of  Brescia  at  Zurich,  J2 

Arona,  197 

Arth,  41 ;  asoent  of  the  Rigi 
fh>m,  42 

Arve,  Junction  with  the  Rhone, 
171 

Attmgbansen,  109,  X14 

Aubin,  St..  156 

Auboime,  178 

Aue,240 

Auf  der  Fltth,  castle  of,  107 

Aufder  Frutt,  207 

Aufnuu,  isle  of,  jf 

Augst,  20 

Auipb.  191 

Au  vernier,  156, 161 

AVALAKOflKS,  IxiU,  85,97,  II9 

Aveuches,  149 


BATH8. 

Aven^on,  river,  195 
Avent.  195,  197 
Aventicum.  149 
A  versa,  val,  202 
Ayent.  l}^ 

B. 

Baar.  40 

Bachalp,  90 

Bocbtel,  ]6 

Baden,  18 

Badennoos,  140 

Bale.x-6 

Balllawyl,  144 

Balmwaod.  140 

Balzera.  221 

Barnard,  views  of  Switaerland, 

xl 
Baael,  1-6 

Baslx,  I.  Cathedral,  2.  Coun- 
cil ot,  2,     Dance  of  Deatb,  2. 

Collection  of  the  work»  uf 

Holbein.  J.     Public  Ubrary, 

4.      University,   4.     liatli- 

haus,  4.     History,  5.    RaiU 

■way^  6.    Environs,  6 
Basle  to  Berne,  by  the  Mlinster* 

thai,  6 

by  rail,  15 

to  Schaffbauaen  and  Gun- 

stance,  19 
to  Soleure  and  Bienne,  by 

rail  9 

to  Lucerne,  12 

to  Zurich,  x6 

Basle  Campagne,  5 
Bassecourt,  9 
Baths  genenuly,  1 
Bath*— 

Alveneu,  271 

Andeer,  258 

Baden,  19 

Bernardino,  St,  267 

Crodo,  209 

Fideril,  281 

Gala,  22  J 

Grange  (Grenchen),  12 

Gurnlgel,  142 

Heinrichfibad,  225 

Lavey,  189  ' 

Leulc,  IJI 

Marilno,  8.,  27; 

Moritz,  St.,  269 

Morgin,  194 


286 


INDEX  to  8WITZEBLAND. 


BATHS. 

Batrs— 

Kydelbtid.  jf, 

Peldea,  15J 

Pfeffers,  214 

Pr£6^,  le,  180 

Beichenbach,  92 

Boeenlaoi,  91 

Schintznach,  16^ 

Semens,  282 

Stachelberg,  2)6 

Weiwenburg.  i;9 
Battle,  castle  of  la,  190 
BatUes— 

Arbedo,  122 

Bodio,  1 21 

ButUshoIz,  15 

Donuich,6 

Qrandaon,  156 

St.  Jacob,  6. 12 

Kappel,  48 

Laupen.  144 

Morat,  149 

Morgarten,  2]0 

NafeU,  234 

Seiupach,  14 

the  Trlent,  190 

Zuricfa,  29 
Bean  of  Berne,  75 
BeatuB,  Su,  79 
Beckenried,  62,  6*] 
Becktstock,  2J7 

Bedretto,  val,  120,  209.    Ham- 
let, 210 
Bel  Air,  182 

—  Alp,  107 
Bellalnna,  271 
BellegArde,  164,  174 
Bellcrive,  7 
Bellelay,  9 
SfMinzonOy  122 
Beresal,  200 
Bergnn.  271 

Bexvuuereteln  pass,  271 
BerUngen,  24 

Bernardino,  SU,  pass,  265.  Vil- 
lage, 267 

BKiufE,  72.  History  of,  76. 
Foantaius,  7J.  Clock,  7J. 
Bernese  Alps,  74.    Minster, 

74.  Musenm,  74.  Library, 
7$.    Charitable  Institutions, 

75.  Bundes  Rathhaus,  75. 
Bears,  75.  Promenades,  76. 
Passports,  76 

——  to  Thun,  77 

—  to  Lausanne  (and  Yevay). 
by  Freybnrg,  144 

to  Lausanne,  by  Morat, 

X48 

*  to  Lucerne,  71,  72 

to  Neucb&tel,  151 

Bernese  Oberland.  the,  77 

Bemina  pass,  277. 

Bertha,  queen  of  I3uTgandy,  150 

Berthler,  Maishal,  156 

Bettelmatt.  207  • 

Beveri,  ^^$.    Val,  271 

Bevaix,  156 

B^vieux,  195 

Bex,  187 


BRETIBOB. 
Bex  to  Sion,  by  the  Diablerets, 

Beca,  Theodore,  171 
Biasca,  122 
Biberbrucke,  228 
BIberegg,  211 
Bleberut,  xi 
Bled,  159 
Blel.8 
Blenne,  8 

*  to  Basle,  9 

to-Bexne.  9 

—  to  NeochAtel,  155 

to  Yverdun,  155 

Biermet  lake  of,  155 

Bletschhom,  125 

Blfertenbach,  237 

Birertenstock,  237 

Bignssco,  208 

BiUiat,  164 

Blnnen,  205  ' 

Blnnenthal,  205 

Birr,  x8 

Birt,   Valley    of    the,   6,  X2. 

Source  of,  8 
BislThaL  238 
Blvio,  or  Stalla,  269 
Black  Fortst,  2o 
Blaize,  St.  156 
Blakenstock,  X09 
Blankenbnrg,  castle,  140 
Blegno,  val,  122,  252 
Blinnen,  valley,  205 
Blonav.  castle,  i8j 
Blumlis  Alp,  135 
Boocareodo  pass,  206 
Bocke,4o 
Boden  See,  16 
Bodio,  121 
Bodmenalp,  224 
Bodmer,  castle.  281 
Boghy,  goiSP  of,  IC9 
Boltingen,  140 
Bondergrat,  129 
Bondo,  castle,  272 
Bondoler,  val,  206 
Bonnivard,  185 
Bonstetten,  48 
Bormlo,  276 
Botanical  gardens  :  Berne,  73  ; 

Geneva,  168;  Zurich,  jx 
BOtziingen,  114 
Boudri,  156 
Bougy,  Signal  de,  179 
Boulders,  ix,  8,  isj,  173 
Bouveret,  194 
Bovaresse^  160 
BoKingen,  12 
Bramegg  pass,  71 
Braasus,  le,  164 
Braunegg,  castle  of,  18 
Bregaglia,  val,  261,  272 
Bregeuz,  27,  221 

to  Coire,  220 

Breginzer  Ach.  22  x 
Bremgarten,  9 
Bren,  18^ 

Brenels,  lac  des,  163 
Bretayc,  144 
Brcliege,  X5X 


CAVAOLIA, 

Brieg,  199 

Briens,  94 

,  lake  of,  94 

Brieniergrat,  94 

Brigels,  242 

Bristen,  249 

BristensUK'k,  65,  xxy 

BrotfaKusi,  IJ9 

Broughton.  grave  of,  xSi 

Broye,  river,  151 

Brugg,  16 

Bruggen,  210,  22$ 

Bninehilde,  queen,  x6a 

Brttnig,  pass  of,  65 

Brunnen,  62 

Brusio,  280 

Bublkon,  36 

Budis,  2i| 

Buflklora  pass,  276 

Bukten,  13 

Bulls,  142 

Btlmplatz,  144 

Bfintschl,  X39 

Buochs,  67.    Gulf  of,  62 

Burckhardt,  birtbplaoeb  5 

Burgdorf,  15 

Burglen,  X14, 239 

Busslgny,  1J7,  X79 

Buttisholz,  1$.  EngUsu  bar- 
row near,  15 

Buzasch,  253 

Btkok.  Loan,  his  description 
of  the  Alps  as  seen  from  the 
Jura,  xxxviil.  Ou  the  fall  of 
the  Bossbeig,  55,  His  Swiss 
tour,  87,  141.  Lines  on  the 
ossuai7  of  Morat,  X49.  On 
Lake  Leman  in  a  calm,  X76. 
In  a  storm,  X76.  Clarens,  183* 
Bonnivard,  X85.  Chillon,  185 

G. 

Ca  Dtf.  220 

Calfrelsen,  282 

Calvary,  203 

Calvin,  John,  at  Geneva,  X71 

Gama,  268 

Oamperlo,  2$2 

Campfeer,  kike,  274 

Campo  Dolcinok  261 

Canada,  val,  120.  25X 

Canclano  pass,  280 

Umicni.  262 

Cardinel  pass,  260 

Carouge,  151 

Casaccia,  252,  273 

Casaana.  val.  270 

Castasegna,  272 

Castelmur,  castle,  27a 

Cathedrals^ 

Basle,  2 

Berne,  74 

Coire.  218 

St.  Gall,  2il 

Geneva.  167 

Lausanne,  t8o 

Sion,  192 

Soleure,  10 

Zurich,  29 
OavagUa,  280 
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CELBBINA. 

Oelerln«.  170 

Orgnet,  SL,  178 

Obikim,48 

Chftblato,  i9i 

CtaaiMft-li-portran,  aczviU 

Cbaldor,  Jmd,  258 

Ghfttetii  and  pastanflM,  UU 

Challez.  164 

Ghaluat.  8 

Ghambrelieo,  i$8 

Champery,  194 

Cbampmait,  castle  of,  157 

Ghandolin,  i|8 

Charles  the  Bold,  149,  i$6 

Charpeatier  (the    oatoraUst), 

grave  of,  187 
Chars4i-lMUM:,  zxlU 
Ghasseral,  8, 155 
QAteaa  d'Oex,  140 

to  Aigle,  141 

Chfttel  St.  Denis,  143 
CUUelardLiSi 
Chanmont,  mont,  15J 
Chansi^,  141 
Cbanx  de  Fonda,  158 
Chavonnes,  144 
Chavornay,  157,  i6a 
Cheeses,  Swiss,  140,  141,  141, 

160,  aj5 
Cberasca  torrent,  106 
Cheseanx,  i8a 
Cheaery,  col  de,  19J 
Ch^iires,  144 
GhevtUe,  ool  de,  199 

,  cbAlets  o(  196 

Chexbrea,  148 
Gbiamnfr,  oastle^  277 
GhlareggiOb  271 
Chiavemutt  261 

*to  Spliigen.  261 

to  Samadeii,  by  the  Ma- 

lo]ra,27i 
Chiesa,  27J;  280 
Chi  Hon,  castle  of,  185 
CJiivel,  stream,  xj5 
Cbrlaen,  1J7 
ChurfarBten,  i8 
Glaiena,  iSj 
Clarlden  alps,  240 

' Grat,  U5.2J7 

Clefen,  261 

Close,  la.  pass  of,  160 

Coblenz,  20 

GoiBB,  a  18 

•  to  Pfeffera  batlu.  218 

-  to  Dtsentisand  Andennatt, 
by  the  Vorder  Rheiuthal,  246 

to  iSemadpn,  by  the  Ja- 
iler, 268. 

—^  to  Samaden  In  the  Eiiga- 
dlne,  by  the  Albola,  271 

to  SplUgen,  ^  the  Via 

Blala,  254 

to   Chiavenna,  by    the 

^Itlgpn,  254 

to  SUss,  281 

to  Davoa  Plaa  and  Klo- 

sters,  282 
Oologny,  I9J 
Golumbier,  136 


DBBBORBNZE. 

GombaUai,  141 

Gmciae,  156 

Oonflona,392 

OoMBZAiroB,  24.   Great  ooondl, 

,  lake  of,  26 

,  steamers  on  the,  26 

*  to  Baste,  19 

— *  to  Schaff haaaen,  tj 

Conthey,  197 

Oontoh  monte,  171 

Convene  158 

CoiiTainlon,  Is,  148 

Goppet,  178 

Coroelles,  196b  158 

Gomare,  249 

Corsler,  191 

GortaiUod.  if 6 

Ooaaooay,  157, 161 

Goatune,  xlviii 

COte^  la,  179 

Gooey,  Engoerrand  de,  defeat 

of,  15 
Gourreudelin,  7 
Coort,  7 
Goovet,  x6o 
Coverdale,  Miles,  J2 
Graveggia,  206 
Gresta,  262,  270 
CrtfUnism.  Ixvil 
Greox  de  vent,  161 
Crevasses,  Iviii 
Crevola,  20J 
Criner  Furca,  208 
Crlschona,  St.,  6 
Crispalt,  249 
Cristallina,  val,  252 
Crooe,  Sta^  272 
Crodo,  209 
Croix,  col  de  la,  Xi8, 14J 

,  Ste.,  157 

Croveo,  205 

Colly,  i8j 

Ooh»,  164 

GuragUa,  252 

Goxe,  1 

Custom-hooses,  Swiss,  xl 


Dachseo,  28 

Dachsfelden,  8 

Dogmeraellen,  14 

Dala,  river,  1  ji,  ijj,  198 

Dance  of  Death,  2 

D&cschbach  waterfall,  IC9 

Daoben  See,  i  jo 

Davos,  28i 

DavosthaU  271 

Davy,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

Dazlo  Grande,  120 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  99 

DecandoUe.  grave  of,  170 

Delemont,  7 

Dent  de  Jaman,  pass  of,  141 

— ^  du  Midi,  194 

—  de  Mercies,  188 

— •  de  Vaolion,  i6j 

Derborense,  lake,  196 


•  ENOeLBtRO. 

Devil's  Bridge,  115 
Devemv  val,  205 
Diablerets,  Z96 
Diavolesza  Viu,  278 
Diemtlgen-tlial,  IJ5 
Dieasenhofen.  2i 
Dietftirth,  226 
DIetikon,  ^9 

Diligences  m  Swltserland,  zx 
Din,  his  Panoramic  Views  of 

the  Alps,  76 
Diodatl  Otrnpagna.  174, 19; 
DirecUtmM  /or    travelling   In 

Switaerland,  (  12 
Disentis,  24J,  248 ;  abbey,  248 
— — •  to  Reichenao,  146 
to  Olivone,  in  Val  Blegno, 

by  the  Lokmanler,  251 
to    Andermatt,   by    the 

Obenlpk  248 

•  to  Amsteg,  249 

« to  AlrolOb  25  X 

Dlsmt  pass,  251 

Diataooes  in  Swltserland,  xvlll 

DBdi  beig.  217 

D6I0,  moot,  178 

Domdidier,  150 

Domlescbg  valley.  255 

Domo  d'Ossola,  201 

Domach,  battle  of,  6 

Doobs,  river,  158.     Saot,  158 

Doavalne,  19; 

Doveria,  20a 

Drense,  river  (in    Cbubbis), 

190, 191, 19J 
Dttbendorf,  j6 
Dttndengrat,  127 
Duma-thai,  241 
DUmten,i6 
Diirrenboden,  276 

E. 

Ebel,  graveof,  ji 
Ebenalp.  225 
Ebikon,  48 
Ebnat,  227 

Ebrodonom,  site  of,  157 
Eck,  izo 

Eclose,  r,  fort,  174 
Egluenthal,  104,  207 
Egeri,  4a  Lake,  40,  2J3 
Eigen,  238 
Eigher,  great,  88 

Klein,  88 

Einfisch-thal,  198 
Einsiedeln  abbey.  228 
Efnspanner,  xxlii 
Electric  telegraph,  xvUl 
Elg(t  210 
Elm,  24J 

to  Pfeffers,  241 

to  Films,  24; 

Emetten,  62 
Emme,  river.  8.  t$,  72 
Emmenthal,  71 
Engadlne  described.  274 
Enge,  peninsula.  9 
Engelberg,  108 
.  0  Altorf,  108^ 
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ENGBLHOBNSB. 

Engelb5rner,  91 
Kngbe,  76 

Eoghi.  241 

English  war,  and  baiTow,  15 

EogsUea  Alp,  xii 

EDtlebacfa,  71 

ErMmus'a  grave    and   tomb- 

•toue,  2.    Keaidenoe,  5 
ErgolB,  river,  i|,  2o 
Erlach,  and  casU«  o^  152, 155 

,  von.  9, 15 

Erlenbacb,  96, 1J9 

£mi(  Arnold),  6j.  Birthp1aoQ,70 

Erstfeld.  109 

Enlngen,  20 

Eacher  von  der  Untfa,  hla  grave, 

J  I.    HIh  worka  on  the  Linth 

and  Uke  of  Walieostadt,  16. 

Monumental  tablet  to,  i7 
Eacholxmatt,  71 
Eael,  5} 
EUahorn,  104.  EzcnrfloDsfirom, 

106 
Etivaz,  val,  142 
EtieU  mont,  227 
Evteh^  1'.  7 
EvlaOi,  194 
Evlonaa.  189,  t95 
£sU-thal,249 

P. 
EftldOk  121 
Fain,  val  de,  278 
Falknias,  214.  2i6,  281 
Fftrel,  the  Reformer,  17X 
FUtach,  140 
]<llt8chbadi  Calla,  2i6 
FauUioni,  90 
Feitfteuborg,  264 
Feldbach,  24 
Feldkirch,  221 
Feilenberg.  M^  9 
Felaenegg,  41 
Ferden.  i  )4 
Fermel-tbai,  1^6 
Femey,  174 
Femlgen,  no 
Feutenoey.  141 
Fiderla  batha,  281 
Filisur,  271 
Finaler  Aarfaom,  88. 99 

Aarschlucht,  9$ 

Aar  glacier.  99 

Finatermans  paaa,  274,  277 

Flora.  65, 113 

Pirn,  meaning  of,  M 

Firthtng.  6,  24, 186 

Fitznau,  45.    Aaoeat  of  the 

Klgi  from,  45 
Flamatt,  144 
FUUchberg.  216 
FliLwyU  210 
Fleurier.  160 
FUma,  244.  24A 
Fllniiier  Flm,  244 
Floods,  Ixvi 
Flowers,  Alpine,  11 
Flue,  Nicolas  von  der,  67.  69, 

His  grave,  69.  His  retreat,  69, 

70. 


QBNEYA* 

Floela  paaa,  28j 
Flu8len,  65, 11  j 

to  Bellinsana»  11  g 

Flumaer  pa8a»  216 

FSbn  (wind),  liz,  2}$ 

Foppa,  217 

Fopplano,  gorge  of,  208 

Forbes,  Profeaaor,^  x6 

Forclas,  144 

Forcola  pass,  168 

Formaxsa  valley,  207.  VUlage, 

208 
Four  Oantona,  lake  of  tlMb  61 
Fraasliione  foil,  202 
Franenfeld,  j} 
Fnnenktrche,  28J 
Freudenberg,  212 
Fkktbubo,    144.    Soapenaion 

bridges,  145, 146.    Gantoa  of, 

X46 
Friedricbshafeo,  27 
Frobeniua,5 
Frohburg,  ij 
Frutigeo.  128 
Fnitval,  208 
Furca,paaaof,  99 
Furca  Uom,  100 
Furoe  Kiea,  <»■  Seefinen  Thai, 

127 
Furcula  pasa,  261 
Fttrst,  Walter,  6j,  114 
For  twang.  102 
Fuaeli,  Ueniy,  |i 

G. 

Gftbrls,  221 

Gsdmen,  96^  no 

Gadmenthal,  109 

to  Orimael,  102 

Oaia,  watering-place,  22] 

Oalandaberg.  216 

Oalgenen,  J^ 

Gall,  St..  210.  Mannfactures, 
211.  Tradition  and  hiatory, 
21X.  Cathedral,  211.  Monaa- 
tery,  212.    Library,  212 

u>GaisandAppensell«22X 

to  Heriaau  and  Uuiach, 

225 

•  to  Zttrlch,  2x0 

Gallenatock,  xoo 

QampeU  1)4 

Gamschilttcke,  125 

Gamaen.  torrent,  198 

GMnabrunnen.  7 

tJanther,  200 

Gardona,  262 

Gardoval,  caatle,  275 

Oanteren,  129 

Gasteren-tbal,  126, 129 

Gauli  Glacier,  loj 

Geissberg,  X09 

Oemmit  pau  of,  X27 

Gemsistock,  217 

Gkkkva,  164.  Situation  and 
appearance,  i65-  J1«i  of  the 
town,  166.  Oathedral,  167. 
Museums,  167, 168.  Library, 
x68.    Botanic  Gvden,    168. 


.  GOHDO. 

ninatrioaa  nativea,  x68. 
Manuractoroi.  x68.  Ooovcj- 
ances,  169.  Phyaidaoa  and 
ahopkeqpers,  1^0.  Hietofiy, 
X7a  The  Reformatloo  tai, 
X71.  The  Eaoalade,  171. 
RooBseaa,  172.  Environs, 
172 

Geneva,  lake  of,  176 

*  to  Macon,  x6s 

to  Martigny,  by  Tbonon, 

*91 

— —  to  VlUenenve,  by  -Lau- 
sanne, X76 

Oental-tbal,  xxo 

Geoige.  SL,  abbey,  2j 

Georges,  St,  164 

Gersaa,62.  Aaoent  of  tbe  Rigl 
from,  44 

Geaaler'a  caatle,  54.  Death,  55, 

64 
Gesaner,  the  poet,  birthplace 

0(32 

,  natoraliat,  birthplace  of, 

12 

Gessonay,  xj8, 140 

Ge8tad,66 

Gesdg-thal,  X|8 

Giacomo,  San.  206 

.  gorge  of,  26K 

Gibbon,  181 

Glebel-thal.  206 

Giesabacb  falla,  94 

Gingougfa,  St..  194 

Giomico  (imia),  121 

Giali-Fluh,  16 

GLACiBiia,  Iv.  Extent,  Ivl.  In- 
crease and  dimlnntton,  hi. 
Movement,  Ivli,  ixi  Cre- 
vaaaes,  IviiL  CioloQr.  llx.  Mo- 
raines, lU.  Melting,  Ixli. 

of  Grtnddwald,  89,  90 

of  Rosenlatii,  91 

of  the  Aar,  99 

of  the  Rhone,  roo 

of  the  jEggisohbom,  104 

Glader  galleries*  2ox 

Giane,  148 

GlAria,28| 

GlXmiscfa  moontafau  2|| 

r/Ianis,  2;5.    Oonflagimtlon  in 

1861,219 

•  to  Wesen,  214 

to  Stachelberg  hatha,  2  j6 

to  Relchenau,  243 

to  Ilans,  244 

•   to    Schwyta,    by    thi- 

Klonthal  and  Muotta,  2ji 

,  valley  of,  |6,  234 

,  canton,  214 

Glatt^thal,  28,  36.  210 
Glenncr,  valley,  264 
Glercsse,  155 
Glion.  184 

Oly«»«99 
outre,  Uvii 

Goldau,  42,  55.    Ascent  of  tte 

Rigl  from,  42 

Goleze,  col  de.  193 

Gondo  goi^,  202 
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GONDO. 

Gondo  gallexy,  202 

village,  202 

Qonzm,  ^9 
Gorges.  Alpine,  zUl 
Gorgier,  St.  Aubin,  1 56 
GSflcbenen,  102,  115 
GothardfSt^  pau  of,  lit.  Hos- 
pice of,  119 
Gotteroo,  river,  144.  Gorge  of, 

Gottlieben,  castle  of,  24 

Grarenort,  108 

Griiggl,  102 

GrandflOD,  156 

Grandval,  7 

Grand  Vant,  148 

Grange  baths,  13 

Graubmiden,  2x9,  247 

Qraneh5mer,  217 

Greina,  253 

Grenchen,  12 

Grenzach,  20 

Grey  Lea^e,  2x9,  247 

Grics,  pass  of,  207 

Grlmmi  pass,  i;5 

Orimsek   hospice  of  the,  97. 

P<U9  of,  95.     Skirmish   of, 

98.    I^isses  to  or  from,  xox. 
— —  to  Hospenthal,  99 
<—  to  the  iS^ifichbom,  102 
— —  to  MejTi^en,  xoj 
— —  to  Brieg,  103 
Grindelvald,  88 
to   Meyringen,    by   the 

Great  Scheideck,  91 

to  GrimaeU  xox 

Grion,  195 

Gkisoks,    language    of,     219. 

Histoiy  and  government  of. 

219,  247 
Grotte  des  F^  i6| 
GrUtli  or  Rtttli,  62 
Grayferes,  X41 
Grynan,  castle  of,  j6 
Gspaltenbom.  126 
Gsteig,  81,  Xi7,  nS 
Gudin,  General,  98,  iij 
GuiDKS  in  Switzerland,  xxv 
Gumihom,  8x 
Giimlnen,  X48 
Garezmittlerboch,  iro 
Gnrf,  208 
Gnmlgel,  X42 
Gnttanen,  90 
Gyswyl,  69 


Haag,  227 

Habsbarft  castle  of,  18.    Nen, 

castle  of,  54,  6x 
Hacken,  2jo 
Hahnenberg,  X09 
Hahnenmoos,  129,  ij6 
Haldenstein,  castle,  2x7 
Hammerlin,  birthplace  of,  }2 
Handek,  falls  of  the  Aar,  96 
Harder,  80 

Hasli,  or  Meyringen.  92 
Hauenstein,  Unter,  i  j 


lU-SAAS. 


Hansen,  48 


Cry, 


Haul  de  Cry,  19X 

Hants  Gcnevej's,  158 

Helden,  12J 

Heights  of  mountains.  lakes, 
and  passes,  $  19,  Ixix 

Helllgenkreatz,  hamlet  and 
valley,  205 

Heinrichsbad,  225 

Helleplatte,  96 

Honnlez,  151 

HerglswyU  p 

Herisau,  226 

Herrenreutl,  109 

Herzogenbuchsee,  9,  x5 

Hindelbank,  15 

Hinter  Rhein  thai,  242,  246, 
266.    Village,  266 

History,  xlv 

Hochhom,  134 

Hochstiickli,  2jo 

Hof,  loi 

Hofwyl,  agricultural  Institu- 
tion, 9 

Hobenkasten,  2xj,  22$ 

Hohenklingen,  castle  of,  2J 

Hohenrain,  26 
I  Hohentwiel,  ij 

IMbein  —  collection  of  his 
drawings  at  Basle,  j.  Anec- 
dotes of,  J 

Hollow  Way,  54 

Homburg,  castle  of,  xj 

Horgen,  35, 40 

Horses  and  mules  in  Switzer- 
land, XJLVii 

Hospice  all'  Acqua,  209 

UospitaU  or  Hoq>enthal,  xoo, 
X18 

Hugi,  Professor,  hnt  of,  99 

Hundsalp,  no 

Hundswyler  Tobel,  226 

Hunenber^  Heniy  von,  41 

Hiiningen,  6 

Honnenflue,  82 

Husbandry,  Swiss,  xlviit 

,  school  for  practical,  9 

Huss,  John,  his  prison,  23,24, 25 

Hutten,  Ulric,  burial-place,  35 


Ibach,  60^  2J2 
Iberg,  castle,  226 
IflBgcn,  136 
IflSgenbach,  136 
IlSgen-thal,  xj6 
IlanJE,  246 

to  OUvone,  251 

•  to  SplUgen,  263 

'  Ilfis  river,  ni 
lUiez,  val  a,  X91,  X94 
Im-Abechwung,  99 
Im-Boden,  96 
Im-Gmnd,  96 
Im-Hof,  96 
Im-Loch,  207 
Immenspe,  4X,  $$.    Ascent  of 

the  Kigl  from,  4J 
im-Saas,  102 


KERNS. 

Im-Seldcn,  126 

Inden,  iji 

Inn,  valley  of,  274 

,  river,  26J,  270,  273 

Inns  of  Switzerland,  xxvill 
Ins.  151 

iKTBRLAKEir,  8o 

to  Lauterbnmnen,  81 

•  to  Thun,  78 

to  Brienz,  oj 

—  to  Slon  or  Sierre,  ij5 
Intschi,  X15 
Inundations  of  the — 

Alpbach,  91 

Draj3se,i9X 

Emme,  72 

Lauibach,  69 

Lhith,  36 
Imis,  X2X 
Isella,  20J 
Isenthal,  65 
IsolAcda,  279 
Italy,  approach  to,  2oj 
Itznang,  24 
Ivoune,  175 

J. 

Jacob,  St,  battle  oC  6, 12 

Jaman,  X41 

Jauchli  pasi^  71 

Jaun,  140 

•^—  valley,  140 

Jazer  Alp,  244 

Jenatx,  281 

Jerome  of  Prague,  bis  prison^ 

Jesuits,  146 

Joch,  pass  of  the,  x  10 

Jolimont,  X5X,  155 

Jorat,  X5X,  x82 

Joux,  chAtean  de,  x6o.    Lao 

de,  163 
Jouxitlane,  col  de,  193 
Juflf.  263 
JtUierpcus,  268 
Jungfrau,  87 
Jura,  6,  153, 156 
— ;- valley,  xi 
Jnstis-thal,  79 


Kalen,  223 
Kaiserstuhl,  69 
Kalanda,  216 
Kalfeuser^thal,  2x7 
Kamadra,253 
Kamor,  213,  225 
Kander  river,  78, 128.  X36 
Kandersteg,  129 
Kappel,  48.    Battle  of,  48 
Katherlnethal,  23 
Katscharauls,  24X 
Katzenstrtck,  230 
KHtzls,  255 
KehrbSchi,  207 
Keith,  xnarshal,  i;6 
Kemble,  John,  grave  of,  182 

Kerenzenberit  Ii5 
Kerns,  68 


[St 
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Kentelen-thal,  1x5 
Klenholz,  94 
Klenthal,  127, 128 
JQnzig  Knlm,  238 
Kippel,  126,  IJ4 

to  Kandereteg,  133 

Kirchet,  95 

KlBtengrat,  242 

Klausen  pass,  240 

Klelne  Einnie,  valley  of,  71 

Kleiner  Ttkll,  241 

Klelntbal,  243 

Klimsenhom,  $3 

KlSnsee,  213 

KlOnthal,  2Ji 

Klostera.  282 

Elus,  115. 140,  281 

Knapsack,  xxxtr 

Knox,  John,  171 

KoepfYiach,  36 

Konigsfelden,  17 

Konolflngen,  72 

Kosciusko,  II 

Krachenthal,  1x5 

Kranchtbal,  243 

Kray  Alp.  225 

Kretitzboden,  i|8 

KreuBli  pass,  249 

Kreuxltngen,  26 

Krieg  Alp,  205 

Krionz,  52 

Krislloch.  53 

KttbllB,  282 

Kumbels,  25; 

Kunkels  pass,  217 

Knrfltrsten,  j8 

Knr8,l 

KUssnacht,  14,  $4.    Ascent  of 

the  Kigl  firom,  4} 
Kybni^  castle  of,  28 


L. 

Loaz,  X07 

Lachen.  37,  227 

Ladders,  Lei  tern.  i)2 

Lakei    of     Switzerland,     zl. 

Heights  of,  Ixix 
Landenberg,  68 
Landeron,  i$6 
Landqnart,  217,  281.  28; 
Langlians,  Mad.,  monument^  15 
Langnan,  71 
Langwiesen,  282 
Lanzada,  280 
Latrobe,  X}9,  i6x 
Lattenbach,  IJ5 
Laubeck,  castle  and  gorge,  140 
Lanberhom,  87 
Lauenen.  137 
— -  to  Gstetg.  1 37 
Laufelfingen.  13 
Laiifen,  castle  of,  it,  28 
Lanffenbarg.  20 
Lauffen,  7 

Laulbacn,  torrent,  69 
Laupen,  battle  of,  144 
Lausakxk,  179.  Cathedral,  180, 

Gastle,  180.     Huneum,  x8i. 


LONZA. 

House  of  Gibbon,  x8i.  Neigh- 
bourhood, 181. 
Lausanne    to  Villeuenve,    by 

Vevay,  X82 

•  to  Freyburg,  147 

•  to  Berne,  by  Morat,  148 

•  to  Geneva^  176 

•  to  Yverdun,  155 

Lauteraar  glacier,  99,  X03 
Lauteraarsattel,  103 
Lanterbrunnen,  82 

upper  valley  of,  83 

to  Grindelwald,  84 

to  Kippel  or  Kandersteg, 

by  the  Tschingel,  124. 
—  to  Kandersteg,  by  the  See- 

flnen  Forke  and  Diindengrat, 

126 
Lavater,  birthplace  of^  29.  32. 

At  Ober-Rieden,  35.     iJeath 

of,  II 
Lavey  bath,  X89 
Lavin,  276 

T^bendue,  lake  and  valley,  705 
Locherette,  142 
[iccourbe,  General,  63, 109, 113, 

116,  266 
Leltem,  132 
Leman.  lake,  176 
lA'Uk,  136 

to  Lauenen,  137 

Lenz,  271 

UiUct  batht  of,  131.     Tillage 

of,  in 
Leventina,  val,  x2o 
Libraries — 

Basle,  4 

Berne,  7 J 

Colre,  218 

Engelberg,  xo8 

St  Gall.  212 

Geneva,  168 

Neuchatf  1, 153 

St'haffhausen,  23 

ZofHngcn,  14 

Zurich,  31 
TJcbtenstcig,  226 
Lichtenstein,  221 
Liesthal,  I}.    Slaughter  of  the 

men  of  Basle  at*  12 
Limem  Alp*  242 
Ltmmat  river,  17,  29 
Linanl,  Piz,  281 
Lindau,  27 
Linth,    valley  of,  234,    236. 

River,  34.  36,234 

Colony,  37. 

Lioson.  lake,  142 

Lira,  260 

Liseme,  192, 197 

Livigno,  valley  and  village,  276, 

LSchUberg,  265  , 

Locle,  X59 
T^che,  131,  xn 
Uiffelhom,  104 
Loges,  col  des,  158 
Lohnkutscber,  Swiss,  xxit 
Loison,  Gen.,  iio^  113,  116 
Lonzo,  river,  134 


MA8SBNA. 

Lorae,  river,  48 

Ix>staUo,  268 

Uitschsftttel,  204 

Lotsdiberg,  X34 

LOtschthal,  125,  134 

Louis- Philippe,  254 

Lowerts,  58 

Lucendro,  lake,  X19 

Luoens,  151 

LucKBMK,  48.  Plan  of  the  town, 

49.  Bridges,  50.      Arsenal, 

50.  Thorwaldsen'sLion,  52. 
Sleamera,  52.  I^e,  52. 
Sketch  •  map,  51.  Koont 
Pilate,  $3. 

to  Schwyta,  54 

to  Flueien.  60 

to  Meyringen  or  Brieox, 

65 
to  Berne,  by  the  EnUe- 

buch,  71 

10  Berne,  by  railway,  72 

,  lake  of,  60 

Ludlow,  grave  of,  x82 
Luggage,  xxll 
Lugiietz-thal,  259.  264 
Lugnl,  lake,  273 
Lukmanier  pass,  25X   . 
Lungem,  lake  of,  69.  Draining 

of,  69 

,  village  of,  70 

Lnnghino,  moute,  263 

Lnsgen  Alp,  107 

Lutemese,  71 

Lutschine,  river,  82 

Lnziensteig,  216 

Lyons    or    Macon  to  Geneva 

(rail).  164 
Lyss,  9, 151 


Macdonald.  Marshal.  260 

Maderan  valley,  115.  237t  2^ 

Madrano,  251 

Madulein.  275 

Magdalene,  St..  grotto,  147 

Muira,  source  of,  263 

Mttladers,  282 

Malans,  281 

Malleray,  8 

Maloggia  or  Maloya  poas,  273 

Maps,  xxxil 

Marat,  birthplace,  156 

Margarethen.  SL,  2X3 

Maria,  Sta.,  pass,  251 

Maria  zum  Schnee,  43 

Maijelen  lake,  X05 

Martigny,  190 

*to  Geneva,  by  Thonon, 

193 
Martinet,  glacier  of,  188 

Martino,  S^  273 
Martinsbruck.  277 
Martinsdruck,  89 
Martinsloch,  89,  244 
Masino,  val,  273 
Miisox,  267 
Massa  torrent,  xof 
Massena,  48, 98,  Ii3i  aJl 
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MATT, 

Matt,  24} 
Matten,  i|6 
Mfttti-tbaC  206 
Maupertalb'  tomb,  7 
Maurice,  St.,  in  Valala,  189 
Mayen,  no 
MayeDfeld,  217 
Mayen*Retis8,  no 
Mayenlhal,  no,  115 
Mayenwrand,  09 
MeasureB,  xvi 
Medelser  Thai,  251 
Medeasimo,  261 
Meggenhom,  61 
Meglisalp,  225 
Meileo.  }$ 
MeiUerte  rocks,  194 
Meinaa,  island  of,  26 
Meira  valley,  261 
Melchsee,  71 
Melcbthal,  70 
Mels,  }9,  241 
Mesnier,  birtbplaoe,  24 
Mettenbeiig,  89,  99 
Meyriugen,  92 

to  luterlakcn,  9J 

to  Miispenthal,  95 

— —  to  Wasen,  109 

to  Engelbierg,  no 

Mleville,  190 

Mlnidunum,  151 

Misocxo,  village  and  valley,  i6n 

Moeaa  river,  122.     Source   of, 

266 

,  fall  of  the,  267 

Moeaola,  lake,  266 

MoMson,  141, 142 

Molins,  269 

Mollis,  214 

MSnch,  88 

MoQclisattel.  10$,  106 

Monetler,  17} 

Money,  Swiss,  xvi 

Mons  Angelomm,  108 

Muntasg,  264 

Montbovon,  141 

Monthey,  194 

Moutroiral),  i$2 

Montreux,  184 

Montriond,  19J 

Moraines,  lix 

Morsst,  207 

MmU  (Marten),  148;   battle 

of,  149 ;  lake  of,  149 
Morcles,  Dent  de,  188 
Morgarten,  battle  of,  230 
Morge  river,  138,  197 
Morgenberg,  81 
Morges,  179 
Morgin,  194, 195 
Morill,  107 
Moritz,  St,  269 
Moraex,  173 
Mortiratscb  glacier,  278 
Morzlne,  19) 
Moachelhom,  266 
Mosses,  Ips,  142 
Motiers  Travera,  160 
Moadon  (Milden),  151 
Moulios,  140 


NIEDERWALD. 

Mountains,  heights  of,  Ixiz 
Moutiers  Grandval,  7 

,  val,  6,  7 

Miihiehom,  j8 

MUhlestalden,io2 

Muhllnen,  82,  128 

Mules,  xxvii 

MUllhelm,  33 

MUncheubuchse^  9 

Miinchwyler,  149 

Munnoth,  castle  of,  22 

Miinsingen,  77 

Mttnster,  in  Upper  Valais,  104, 

207 
Mtinsterlingen,  27 
Mtiuster-thal,  6,  7 
Muotta,  60,  62,  2}  2 

to  Olarus,  2ji 

to  Stachelberg,  2j8 

to  Altorf.  2j8 

Muotta-tbal,  2)2 

Murchiflon,  Sir  R.,  researches 

at  CEhningen,  24 
Muretto  pass,  27J 
Murg,  river,  3} 

,  village,  38 

Miirren,  83 
Murten,  148 
MUrtscheustodE,  38 
Museums — 

Basle,  3 

Berne,  74 

Geneva,  167, 168 

Lausanne.  181 

Neuch&tel,  153 

Soleure,  10 

Zurich,  31 
Muslin  manufisu^ture,  28,  211, 

212 
Mulhhom,  125 
Miitten,  232 
Mytheubetg,  230 

XT. 

NEfels,  battle,  234 

Nauikon,  36 

Narexen,  245 

Narrenbach,  13; 

Nase,  79 

Naters,  107 

N'atiders,  277 

Nebikon,  14 

Nesstau,  22'7 

Ncsthom,  125, 134 

Nkuciiatbl  (Neuenburg),  152. 
PalaisKougemont,i53.  Lake 
of,  152, 155.  Pierre  kbot,  153 

to  La  Chaux  de  Fonds  and 

Locle,  158 

•  to  Berne,  151 

to  Yverdun,  155 

•  to  Pontarlier,  160 

Ncueneck,  144 

Neuhaus,  79 

Nt'Uhau.seii,  20 

Neuveville,  155 

Ndv<J,  meaning  of,  Ivl 

Nicholas,  St.,  11 

Niederwald,  104 


PEDEN08  VALLEY. 

Cflesen,  77, 128.   Accent  of,  78, 

128 
Nodz,8, 155 
Noiraigue,  161 
Nolla,  torrent,  255 
Noses,  the,  61 
Nothwyl,  15 

Notre  Dame  des  Eremites,  228 
Noxon  river,  162 
Niifenen  (Novena),  paas  of,  209 
Nydau,  8, 155 
Nydelbad.  baths  of,  35 
Nyon,  178 

0. 

Oberaar  Gletscher,  99 
Oberaaijoch  pass,  102 
Ober-Albis,  47 
Oberalp,  pass  and  lake,  249 
Ober-Gesteln,  104 

to  Domo  d'Oasola,  207 

to  Airolo,  200 

Ober-Halbstein,  269 

Oberhauaenbach,  torrent,  259 

Oberied,  213 

Oberkirch,  36 

Oberland,  Bernese,  77 

Obermatt,  no 

Obem  MaiensSss,  2x6 

Obcr-RIeden,  35 

Oberstaifel,  237 

Oberwald,  103 

Obstalden,  235 

Ochsenberg,  in 

Ochsenblanke,  237 

Ochsenstock,  237 

Octodurus,  site  of,  190 

Odeniorf,  18 

(Ehningen,  quarries  of,  23 

CEschinen,  valley  o^  127,  129 

CCsiadten,  19 

Oldeiihom,  138 

Olivone,  252 

Olloii  SL  Tryphon,  187 

Olten,  13 

Omeinaz,  lake  of,  142 

Orbe,  157, 162.    Source  of  the, 

163.    Town,  162 
Ormonds,  les,  valley  of,  X42 
Oron  le  Ch&telet,  148 
Ortensteln,  255 
Ossola,  val  d',  203 
Ouchy,  179 

P. 

Panix,24$ 

Panixer  pass,  244 

Pantenbriicke,  2)7 

Paracelsus,  birthplace,  230 

Paradies,  23 

Paris,  xi 

Pastes  cf   the  Alps,    xlii,   L 

Heights  of,  Ixx 
Passports  In  Switzerland,  xl. 

Pastrycooks  (Engadine),  274 
Pasturages,  liil 
Pay  erne,  150 
Pedenos,  valley,  276 

0  2 
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PttdesttUn  tnvellen,  hinU  to, 
0  12 

Feiden,  251 

FennilticoB,  x86 

Perdatach,  2$2 

Perte  da  RhOne,  164, 174 

PesUloul,  15,  18, 157.  Birth- 
place, 12 

PeterlioeeD,  150 

Peter's  Grat,  125 

Peter's  Plax,  264 

Peter's,  St.,  Hud,  251 

Petershauseii,  24 

Pfaffensprunft  1x5 

Plaffenwaiid.111 

Pfaffiken  8ee^  j6 

PnUBkon,  227 

PrBFriuts  Batbb,  214 

convent,  216 

Ptynn,  198 

Pianazso^  261 

Pierre  k  bot,  151 

Pierre  k  voir,  191 

Pierre  Pertois,  8 

,  St^  isle,  155 

Pilate,  mount,  5i.  Svqpersti- 
tion  oonoeming,  51 

PiUon,  col  de,  xj8, 141 

Piora,  25X 

PiotelU,  forest,  120 

Pisciadella,  279 

Piumegna  waterfall,  121 

Piz  Bcyeren,  255 

Pis  Languani,  278 

Pis  Ltnard,  281 

Piz  Rosein,  241 

Flan  des  Isles,  141 

Planta  family,  275 

Platalva,  237 

Platta,  252 

Flatten,  i^ 

Platteuberg.  241 

Flats,  265,  28j 

Flaz,  264,  28) 

to  Siiss.  28j 

PlessAr,  river,  282 

Pleurs,  261,  272 

Pommat,  207 

Pont.  Le  (Joox),  x6j 

Pontarlier,  x6o 

to  NeuchAteL  160 

PoQte  or  Punt,  in  Rngadine,  272. 

Fonte,  chUets,  20$ 
Pontresina,  valley,  277.  Tillage, 

278 
-—  to  Bormio,  279 
Population,  zlUi 
Porters,  xxvli 

Posting  in  Switzerland,  six 
Pragel  pass,  ijj 
PrStUgau.  281 
Premagllo,  279 
Premla,  208 
Pr^e^le.  280 
Presta,  160 
Fully,  182 

Pultmenga,  castle,  248 
Punt,  272,  27? 
Puechiavo,  280 


RIEDTWYIi. 


Quarten,  38 
(^inten,  St.,  38 


Rabbinsa,  265 
Radolfszell,  2} 
Ragatz,  214 

to  Siiss,  281 

Railways,  xxiv 

Ramin  Qrat,  24} 

Ramoech,  vale,  277 

Ranf  t,  70 

Ranz  de  vachea,  xlvUI 

Rappen,  valley,  205 

Rapperschwyl.  }6.   Bridge*  }$ 

Raterlchsboden.  96 

Raoraoorum,  Augusta,  site  of, 

20 
Rawin,  X17 

Rawyl,  pass  of,  13s*  1 J6 
Realp,  xoo 
Realt,  castle,  256 
R^chingen,  104 
Reding,  Aloys,  59.  6j,  2ji 
Reggio,  268 
Reichenau.  2|,  246,  254 

to  Splttgen,  265 

,  Island  of,  24 

Reidienbacb,  91,  92, 128 

,  castle  of,  9,  iC, 

,  falls  of,  92 

,  baths  of,  92 

Reiden,  14 

Reidenbacb,  140 

Rekingen.  205 

Remus,  277 

Rennendorf,  7 

Resti.  castle  ot  91 

Roucnenelte,  8 

Reuse,  the,  156, 160.  Source  of, 

xto 
Reuss,  river,  X5,  17, 48.  50, 109, 

115,  1x9.    Valley,  iii 
Rhwtikon,  281 
Rheineck,  2X  j 
Rheinreldeu,  20 
Rlielnwald,  260 
Rhtnb  at  Basle,  x.    Junction 

with  the  Aar,  20.     Falls  of, 

near  Schaffhausen,  21.     At 

Mayeiifeld,  217.    Souroes  of, 

259.  266 
Rhoden,  221 
Rh6ne,  source  and  glacier  of, 

xoo 

at  Geneva,  i6} 

.Junction  with  Arve,  171 

,  Porte  du,  164,  174 

» at  Martigny,  191 

,  valley  of  the,  186^  194 

Richetli  pass,  243 
Richterswyl,  25 

toSchwytz,  227 

Riddes,  XQi 
Rieder  Alp,  106 
Rledem,  2}i 
Biedtwyl,  15 


Birz. 

Rli]e-«faooting,  xUx 

RiGi,  the,  41 .    Modee  of  ascent, 

42.    Stations,  42.    N.  D.  des 

Keiges     and     Horoioe,  43. 

Hud-torrent,  ^     JKaltbad, 

^      SistersT   Fountain,  44. 

Summit,  45.    Kulm  inn,  45. 

Panorama  flnom  summit  46. 

Spectre  of,  47.    Aocldents  on 

the  summit,  47 
Rigf.  ascents  of  the— 

m)m  Goldau,  or  Arth,  4a 
n    Immensee,  43 
M    Kttssnacht,  41 
„    Weggis.41 
M    Gefbau,  44 
M    Fltznau,  45 
Rigl  Vaudols,  X84 
RipaiUe,  i<)j 
Riseten  pass,  243 
Ritter,  pass,  206 
Robenhausen,  j6 
Roche  Fendue,  la,  159 
Rofla,  259 
RoUe.  178 
Romainmotler,  162 
Roman  remains,  17, 18,  19,  20, 

167 
Eomantch  language,  219 
Romanshom,  27.  jj 

to  Zurich,  ji 

Romont.  148 
Rongella,  2$8 
Rorschach,  27,  2x2 

to  Coire,  212 

to  Gais,  221 

Rosa,  la,  279 

Rosalia,  val,  278 

Rospgg,  gUider,  278 

Rosein,  val,  241 

Rosenlaui,  91 

Rossa,  col  della,  20$ 

Iioi9berg,/aU  of  UUt  55-58 

RoSiiillon,  164 

Rossiniire.  140 

Rothenthurm,  2)o 

Ruthhom  of  Brieuz,  94 

Rolhkreutx,  48 

Rotom,  lake,  251 

Rotsberg,  castle  of,  66 

Rougemont,  140 

Boutteau  on  the  lake  of  Bienne, 

155.      At   Metiers  Travers, 

161.    At  Geneva,  X72.     At 

Vevay,  i8j 
Rousses,  les,  164 
Routes,  Skkletok,  xl 
Roveredo,  268 
Ruaras,  248 
Rudenz,  von,  9 
Rup,  X48 
Ruete,  15 
Rngen,  80 
Ruis,  247 
Rumonsch,  219 
Rnppen,  21  j 
Rii>ohlikon,  35 
Rtttll,  61 
Rnz,  val  de,  158 
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SAAKB. 

8. 

Saane,  river,  ij8, 140^  141, 145, 

Soanen  (GeswHiayX  ij9, 140 

to  Sion,  138 

SSchingen,  20 
Saduelen,  69 
Saftve,  moot,  I'ji 
Sallenche,  water&Il,  190 
Salt-mines,  187 
Samaden,  2<7o 

to  Naoden,  274 

— ^  to  Tlnuio,  277 
Sand- Alp  paaa,  2J7 
Sandbach  river,  2i7 
Sand  Onit,24i 
Sonetadi,  pass  of,  ij8 
Sardona,  217 
Sargaaa.  19,  214 
Samen,  68.    Lake  of,  68 

U>  Engelberg  or  M^jrin- 

gen,7o 
Sattli.  pasa,  iii 
Sangem,  7 
Saut  du  Douba,  i|8 
Sauvabeilin,  forest,  181 
Savlen  Tlial,  265 
Savieae,  IJ9 
Sazon-les-Baina.  19Z 
Scaletta  paM,  276 
Scanfa,  27$ 
Scarl-tbal,  277 
Sceu  Plana,  281 
Scewis,  281 
Sees,  vailej,  )9 
Schalnieger  cheese,  215 
Scbachen,  71 
Schachenthal,  114, 219 

SCUAFFHAUSRW,    22.       Fallfl  Of 

tlie  Rhine,  2i 

•  to  Basle,  19 

—  to  CTonstance,  2J 

to  Zurich,  28 

Schafloch  cave,  79 
Schalbet,  200 
Schalfik  Thai,  218,  282 
Schama,  valley,  257 
Sdieideck,  leader,  85 

,  great,  91 

ScheUinen,  116 
Scberellngen,  77 
SchieuboTn,  134 
Sehiera,  281 
Schiithom,  Sj 
Schindclezi,  227 
Sclilnner,  Matthew,  i|i,  192 
SchinUnaeh  baOu,  16 
Schlieren,  19 
Schniadribach,  8) 
Scbmelzboden,  28i 
Scbmerikon,  36 
ScbSllinen,  115 
SchSnbrunn,  40 
Sch(3negnind,  226 
Sdireckhom,  88 
Schreytrnbach  falla,  2|6 
Schiila,  276 
Schiiprcn,  9 
Schwanan,  caatle  of,  99 


8I8ELEN. 

Scfawarenbacb,  129 

Schwartzborn,  91 
I  Schwartz  See,  1^2 

Schwarae  See,  28j 

Schwing-Feate,  zlix,  71, 91 

Schwjftt,KQ 

*  to  Elnaiedeln,  227 

to  Olania,  by  the  MnoUa- 

tbal,2ji 

Schyn  paaa,  256 

Schynige  Platte,  81 

Seedon,  151 

Seefluen-thal,  126 

Seeliaberg,  6; 

Seewen,  59 

Segnea  pass,  243 

Spita.  244 

SeUbach,92 

Selbaaoft,  237 

Selva,  249 

Sembrandiler,  191 

Sempach,  14 

,  battle,  14 

■  -  ..,  lake,  14 

Sempione,  191,  197, 199,  201 

Sennhiitte,  Uv 

Sennwald.  213 

Sense,  atream  of,  144 

Sentla,  225 

Sepev,  143 

Septlmer  pass,  261 

Semeua,  282 

Semft-thaU  24} 

Serrant,  river,  164 

Serri^rea,  glen  of,  196 

Servetoa,  death  of,  171 

Sewelen,  211 

Sexnuulan,  249 

Seyon,  gorge  of,  194 

Seyaael,  164 

SIdera,  133,  198 

Sidelhom,  99 

Sidli  alp.  100 

Sierre,  133, 198 

Sfez.  Pbrte  du,  194 

Signal,  the,  47 

Signau,  72 

Sihl,  river,  19,  J  2, 40,  47 

,  vale,  48 

Sihlbrticke.  40 

Silberb^rner,  88 

Silinen,  115 

Sila,  village  and  lake,  27} 

Silva  Plana,  269,  274.    Lake, 

Simmen,  source  01,  i|6 
Sirameneck,  caatle  of,  140 
Simmentlial,  135, 139 
SmriiOK  ROAD,  193, 197, 199 

hospice,  201 

village,  201 

Singen,  23 
Sion,  192 

*  to  Bex,  by  Diablerets,  19$ 

to  Domo  d'Osaola,  by  the 

Simplon,  197 

•  to  Thun,  by  the  Ra wyl,  1 3  5 

•  to  Saanen,  by  the  Sa- 

netsch,  ij8 
Siaelen,  151 


STEIN. 

Sissadi,  ij 

Sitten,  192 

Sitter,  valley,  210.    River,  rise 
oi;224 

Skeleton  toars,  ziil 

Slate-quarries  In  the  Platten- 
berg,  241 

Slide  of  Alpnach,  66 

Snow-line,  Ivi 

Snow,  red,  Ix 

Snow-storms,  Ixvi 

Soazza,  267 

Socitft^  de  Dimanche.  xlvil 

SoLKUSB,  10.  GathedntI,  clock- 
tower,  arsenal,  museum,  10 

to  Bienne,  12 

•  to  Basle,  9 

Solothum,  10 

Somvix,  248 

Soncebco,  8 

Soudrio,  271 

Soulalex,  199 

Soyhi^re,  7 

Spectre  of  the  Rigi,  47 

Speer,  3^ 

Speicher,  222 

Spietz,  castle  of,  79 

^ietswyler,  79 

Spina,  281 

Splrii^pen,  240 

Spitse,  240 

SplUgen^  pass,  259 

Splttgen,  259 

to  Ilanz,  261 

•  to  Coire,  259 

to  Bellinzona,  26J 

to  Chiavenna,  259 

Staad.  n8 

Stachelberg  hatha.  2)6 

to  Brigels,  by  the  Bisten- 

grat,  242 

to  Altorf.  240 

— —  to  Disenua,  241 

to  Reichenau,  24; 

StSel,  Madame  de,  178 

Stafa,J5 

Stage.  265 

Stalla.  269 

Stalvedro.  glen  of,  120 
Stanz^  67  ;  to  Engelberg,  108 
Stanzatadt,  66 
SUiubi,  240 
Staubbach,  82.  8$ 
Stauflfacher,  Werner,  6j,  231 
Steamers — 
on  lake  of  Brienz,  94 
at  Constance,  26 
on  lake  of  C/onatance,  26 
on  lake  of  Qeneva,  169,  176, 

19J 

at  Lauaanne,  181 

on  lake  of  Lucerne,  $2, 60,  iix 

on  lake  of  Moral,  148 

on  lake  of  NencfaAtel,  194 

at  Rorschach,  212 

at  Zug.  41 

at  Zurich,  jj,  14 
Stechelberg,  126 
Steckbom,  14 
Stein,  2 J,  no 
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Sbelnacb,  2io 

Steinberg  Alp,  124 

Steinen,  no.  2ji 

Steinhausalp,  102 

Steinhaushorn,  101 

Stepban«  St.,  140 

Stierenbach,  109 

Stock,  lo) 

Stoctcalper,  caoal,  194 

Stockhorn,  77,  78,  128 

Storegg  pass,  70 

StOBs,  21 3 

Strahleck,  pass  of,  loi 

Stilittlingea,  tower  o(  128 

Strela  para,  282 

Slretta,  la,  poat,  278 

Strim,  valley.  250 

Stunde,  lengtli  of,  zvli 

Sulplce,  St,  160 

Suoz,  275 

Sureuen,  pass  of,  109 

Suraee,  14 

Siiss,  276 

Susten,  pass  of,  109 

— —  village,  198 

Sustenbom,  102 

Suwarro»/s  mortA   over    the 

StGothard,  109,  ix;,  116^  120. 

Acroes  tbe  Kinxig  Kulin,  21 2. 

At  Mnotta,    2j2.    Up  the 

Seruft-thal,  245 
Suze  river,  8, 12 
Surits,  origin  of  the  name,  fi  x  j, 

xUv,  60 
Switzerland.      Introductoiy 

Information,  xi 


T. 

Tligertsche,  72 

Tamlna,  214 

Tamins,  246 

Tanzenbaiv,  61 

Taraap,  270 

Tavaunes,  B 

Tavetsch,  248,  249 

Teggiate,  260 

Tell,  Williav,  birthplace,!  X4. 

Lands   on    the   Platte,   64. 

Shoots  Oessler,  64.     Scene 

of  his  deeds,  6x.    Death,  X14 
Toll's  chapel,  $5, 64 
Tells  Country,  61 
Tellenburg,  castle  of,  129 
Tenay,  164 
Tcndre,  mont,  i6j 
Territet,  184 
Terzen,  )8 
Teufelatein,  115 
Teuffen,  22j 
Thalwyl,  J5  ' 
Thiele,  or  Zihl,  river,  8,  X51, 155, 

X56 
Tblengen,  20 
Thiermatten,  X|y 
Thonon,  19) 
Thorwaldsen's  Lion,  52 
Thum,  77 
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Tbun.  lake  of,  78 

to  Interlaken,  78 

toLenk,  X27 

to  Vevay,  by  the  SimmeU' 

thai,  129 

to  Slon  or  Sierre,  lis 

Thur  river,  28,  210^  226 

Thurgovia,  canton,  27,  jj 

Thusis»  256 

Ticino,  river,  1x9,  X2i 

Tiefenau.  76 

Tlefenkasten,  269 

Tine  pass,  140 

Tinifere,  rivulet,  x86 

Tirano,  280 

Titlis.  108 

TMiberg,  2J7,  241 

Todten  See,  99 

Toggenburg,  227 

Torrenthom,  i}2 

Tbso,  river,  20J.    FcUU  of,  208 

TSss,  valley  and  convent  28 

Tour  de  Pel Iz,  i8| 

Tourbillon  castle,  192 

Touriemagne,  114, 198 

to  Kippel,  iji 

to  the  ^^ggischhom,  204 

TouBS,  Skslbton,  in  Switier> 

land,  xili 
Toussaint  rOuverture»  160 
Towns,  Swiss,  xlvii 
Trachsel  Lauinen.  84 
Travelling  in  Suntatrlandt  (  X2 
Travcrs,  val,  160 
Tremola,  val,  120 
Tremolite,  mineral,  120 
Trepalle,  279 

Trient,  190.    Battle  of,  190 
Trift.  in  the  Oadmentbal,  109 
Trimlach,  valley  of,  ij 
Trogen,  22? 
TrtibSee,  11 1 
TrUbsciiachen,  71 
Trtimmelbach,  84 
Triins,  247 
Triittllsberg,  1J7 
Tociiiamot,  249 
Tachierf,  277 
Tschingel  glacier,  124 

hamlet,  127 

Tritt,  124 

Turgi,  18 

Turicum,  site  of,  29 

TttrU  lake  of,  48 

Turtman,  134,  198,  204 

Tusis,  256 

Twunn,  155 

TyndalU  Professor,  i  x6 


Uetllberg,  n 

Ulrichen,  104 

UlUmum,  site  of,  x} 

Unspunnen,  castle  of,  81 

Unteraar  Gletscher,  99 

Unter  -  Hauenstcin   pass,    ij. 

Tunnel,  ij 
Unter-Schachen,  240 
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Untenee,  24 
Unterseen,  79 
Unterwalden,  67 
Uomo  pass,  251 
Urbach,  valley  of,  96,  xoj 
Urbigcnmn,  site  ol^  162 
Uri,  bay  of,  63 

,  canton  of^  112, 1x4 

,  gallery  of,  117 

Uri  Rothstock,  65 

Umer  Boden,  240 

Umerloch,  117 

Urseren,  valley  and  village  of, 

117, 1X8 
Uster.  |6 
Usuach,  j6 
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Vadora,  2x7 

Vadus,  21 1,  221 

Valais,  189, 192 

,  Upper,  XOJ 

Valetta  pass,  26J 

Vallengin,  X58 

Valleys,  Swiss,  xUi 

Vals,  264 

Valserberg,  26j 

Valseritie,  174 

Valteline,  280 

Vanderens,  148 

Varen,  x jj 

VlitUs,  217,  24 J 

Vaud,  canton,  140^  142,  156^ 
177 

Vaulion,  162 

Vedro,  valley,  2oj 

Venoge,  valley,  157 

Vereina  pass,  276 

Verena,  St,,  chapel  and  her- 
mitage, II 

Vemant,  182 

Vemayaz,  190 

Vemaa,  iqj 

Vemex,  104 

Verri^res  de  Joox,  x6o 

Verri^res  de  Solsse,  x6o 

Versam,  265 

Versamer  Tobel,  265 

Vers  rJi^llse,  143 

Versoix,  178 

river,  175 

Vevay,  182.  FSte  des  Vi^ie- 
rons,  x8j 

Veveyse,  river,  X42,  182 

Veyrier,  17  j 

Veytaux,  184 

Via  Mala  described,  256 

Vico  Soprano,  27J 

Viege,  198 

Viesch,  104, 106 

to  Crodo,  2oj 

Viescher  Grat,  106 

Viescher-HQmer,  loj,  104 

Villa,  2x0,  272 

Villeneuve,  x86 

to  Sion,  187 

Vindouissa,  site  of,  17 

Viola  pass,  279 
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Vionnax.  194 

VIsp,  198 

Vispach,  198 

Visper-tbal,  198 

Ylttore,  St..  268 

Yoirons,  lea,  ins 

Yolturiera,  Swiss,  xzil 

Voltaire,  169, 170, 172. 174 

Voraaen,  233 

Vorder  Rheln  thai,  143,  246 

Vouvry,  194 

Vrin,  valley  and  yillage,  2$), 

264 
Yuache,  174 


W. 

Wadenschwyl,  15 
Wagenhauaen,  13 
WagenlUcke,  22$ 
Waldegy,  cUtteaa,  xi 
Waldnacht,  X09 
Waldshut,  20 
Wallenstadt,  39 

,  lake.  J7 

Wallisellen,  28, 16 
Wart,  von,  in 
Wartau.  castle.  211 
Wartenstein,  castle,  216 
WraReiuiio,  11$ 
Watchniakera,  i$2, 158, 16B 
WatafalU,  Swiss,  xll 
Waierfalls— 

AaT.96 

Alpbach,  o) 

I^tscbbacb,  109 

Doubs,  158 

Fatscbbach,  236 

Frasslnooe,  202 

Gardona,  262 

Giessbach,  94 

Hocaa,  267 

Piumegna,  X2T 

Reicbenbach,  9a 

Rhine,  21 

Saane,  138 

Sallencbe,  xoo 

Schreyenbadi,  2|6 

To8a,2o8 
Wattwyl,  226 
Wauwlll,  14 
Weflgis,  4;,  6x.    Ascent  of  the 

Bigi  frmn,  41. 
Weld,  bill  of.  28 
Weinachter  Eck,  222 
Welnfelden,  33, 


YVERDUN. 

Welssbad.  224 
Weisaeubarg.  139 
Weinenstein  mounlain^  ascent 

from  Mftnster,  7.    From  So- 

leure,  11 
Weissenateln  in  the  Orisons, 

271 
Weisshom  (Oervin),  xjo 
Weisatannen-thal,  24J 
Wellborn,  91 
Wengem  Alp,  85 
Werdenberg,  2x3 
Werner,  poet,  129 
Wesen,  37 

to  Scbwyts.  227 

to  Glams,  234 

Wetterbom,  88,  91 

Weitingen,  19 

Wetaikon,  36 

Wlcheln,  244 

Wildegg,  castle  ot;  x6 

Wllderkircbleln.  224 

Wlldbaus,  227 

Wildstrubel,  136 

WiUigegn,  92 

Wimmis,  castle  of,  128, 139 

Wind  on  lakes,  60 

Windgelle,]i4 

Wlndiscb.  17 

Wines :  NeucbAtel,  Xf4.    Cor- 

taillod,  154.     La  COte,  X78. 

Goquempin,    191.     Lavaox, 

182.     Yvome,    x86.     Gom- 

T)letcr,  218 
Wlnkel,66 

Winkelried,  Arnold  of,  14,  67 
Wlnterthur,  28 
Wolfenschicss,  108 
Wolfgang,  St.,  283 
Woodcarvlng,  95 
Worb,  72 

WiSrth,  castle  of,  2X 
Wraonka  Tobel.  277 
Wrestling  matehes,  xUz,  7X, 

91 
WufBens,  castle  of,  179 

Wunderbmnnen,  ixx 

Wyl.  210 

to  Goire,  276 

Wylderswyl,  82 

Wyler,  128 

Wyler  Feld,  1$ 

Wytenstein.  6j 


Y. 

Tverdun,  157 
to  Geneva,  157 


ZWIEtOHI. 

Yverdnn,*  to  Neucfafttel,  X57 

to  Lac  de  Joux,  162 

Tvorae,  186 


z. 

ZKbrfngen,  Berchthold  von,  7J 

Zavreila,  264 

Ziixiwyl,  72 

Zemeii,  276 

Zibl,  river,  9,  X5x,  X55,  X56 

ZiegelbrUcke,  37,  234 

Zlllis.  258 

Ztmniennan,  birthplace,  17.  At 

Kicbterswyl,  35 
Zlsers,  2x7 

Zocca  pass,  273 

Zoffingen,  14 

Zollikofen,  9,  Xf 

Zschokke,  Henry,  residence,  x6 

Zdo.  40 

^  lake  of,  41 

•  to  Zttrlch,  39 

Zaxnsteg,  208 

Zliricb.  29.  Battle,  29.   Cath^ 

dral,  29.    Plan  of  town,  30. 

Library,   31.     Arsenal,    31. 

University.  ;f*  Promenades, 

31.     Botanical  Garden,  3X. 

Environs,  32.    Reformation 

at,    32.     Manufactures,  32. 

Railways    and  steambioats, 

33 

Ziirich,  lake  of,  34 

to   St.   Gall  and   Rori* 

cbacb,  210 

to  Beroe,  by  Baden,  33 

to  Ragata,  34 

to  Goire,  by  the  lake  of 

Ztlricb,  34 
to  Lucerne  or  the  Rigi,  by 

Horgen,  Zug,  and  Immensee, 

39 
Zurich  to  Lucerne,  over  th« 

Albis,  or  by  railway,  47 
Zlirichbergen  gold-mine,  202 
Znts,  275 

Zweiltttscfalnen,  82 
Zweiaimmen,  x)6. 140 
Zwingli  at  Zttrich,  29,  31.  7a* 

His  birthplace,   227.       Hit 

death  at  Kappel,  48 
Zwing  Uri,  xx5 
Zwlrghl,  9a 
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GONTEMTS. 


!•  Alps  of  Piedmont  and  of  Savoy — Monte  Rosa — Zermait —  Valleys  of  the  WaU 
denses, — 2,  Inns, — 3.  Roads,  Mules,  41  c. — i.  Guides, — 5.  Posting;  Distances. — 
6.  Frontiers  and  Custom-houses. — 7.  Malaria, — 8.  Wme  ;  Bread, — 9.  Money, — 
10.  Maps, 

{  1.  Piedmont  has  on  its  N.  and  W.  sides  a  dearly-defined  frontier  in  Uie 
ridge  of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps.  From  the  valley  of  the  Toccia,  which 
lies  within  its  frontier,  to  the  Col  du  Bonhomme,  near  Mont  Blanc,  the  Pen- 
nine Alps  divide  it  from  Switzerland;  from  the  Col  du  Bonhomme  to  the 
pass  of  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Graian  Alps  separate  Piedmont  from  Savoy; 
from  the  Mont  Cenis  to  the  Col  d'Argenti^re,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Stura,  the  Cottian  Alps  separate  it  from  France;  and  from  the  Argenti^re  to 
the  sources  of  the  Tanaro  in  the  Monte  dello  Schiavo,  the  Maritime  Alps 
divide  Southern  Piedmont  from  the  French  county  of  Nice.  East  of  the  Monte 
dello  Schiavo  the  g^reat  Alpine  chain  passes  insensibly  into  the  Apennines. 

The  Southern  or  Maritime  Alps,  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  Piedmont — 
the  frt)ntier  of  Lombardy,  Piacenza,  and  Parma* — are  not  within  the  object  of 
this  section,  which  is  to  furnish  to  travellers  useful  information  for  excursions 
in  the  Alps  of  Piedmont 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  striking  difference  in  their  appearance 
from  that  presented  in  the  approaches  from  Switzerland,  Savoy,  or  France. 
From  these  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges,  and  the  long  valleys,  pre- 
clude any  great  extent  of  the  chain  from  being  seen  at  the  same  time;  but 
from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  even  fr^m  Turin — not  30  miles  in  a  direct  line 
from  the  nearest  point  in  the  crest  of  the  chain — a  range  of  the  central  peak» 
and  passes,  extending  through  130  miles,  is  clearly  seen. 

A  day's  journey  is  sufficient,  from  many  parts  of  the  crest  of  the  Alps,  for 
a  descent  into  the  plains  of  Piedmont;  whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  chain 
two  or  three  days  of  approach  from  the  plains,  in  deep  valleys  amidst  the 
mountains,  are  requisite  for  its  attainment  The  Itcdian  Alpine  valleys,  with 
their  umbrageous  chestnuts,  trellised  vines,  campaniles,  mills,  and  fresco- 
painted  oratories,  on  commanding  knolls,  are  full  of  pictures,  and  differ  en- 
tirely from  the  Swiss  valleys,  which  are  simpler  and  sterner  in  aspect 

Few  travellers  repair  to  Switzerland  without  the  ulterior  object  of  a  visit 
to  Chamouni  and  Mont  Blanc;  it  is  the  crowning  point  of  (heir  journey,  and 

*  See  Rakdbook  roa  Nobtb  Italt. 
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deservedly  so.  Those  who  hare  time  and  strength  should  not  rest  satisfied  with 
seeing  Mont  Blanc  from  Chamoani,  but  should  make  the  tour  of  that  mountain, 
remembering  that  his  aspect  from  Cormayeur,  on  the  S.  side,  is  eren  grander 
than  from  the  N.  The  traveller  in  Piedmont  should  especially  direct  his 
attention  to  the  Val  cTAosta  and  the  valleys  around  the  bases  of  the  Mtmie  Rosa 
and  M<mt  Cervm,  which  unfold  some  of  the  sublimest  scenes  in  nature.  The 
Valleys  of  Zermatt  (Swiss)  and  of  Oressoney  and  Anzcuca  especially  are  unrvoaUed  for 
beauty  and  grandeur.  Zermatt,  which  affords  much  better  acconmiodation 
than  any  other  spot  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Monte  Kosa,  has  of 
late  years  become  a  formidable  rival  to  Chamouni;  and  if  it  were  equally  easy 
of  access,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  general  mass  of  tourists  would  not 
accord  to  it  the  same  preference  which  is  now  given  to  it  by  most  veteran 
pedestrian  travellers.  The  glorious  views,  and  the  unrivalled  and  almost 
numberless  excursions  around,  will  well  repay  a  sojourn  of  several  days,  and 
the  Inns  now  afford  sufficient  accommodation.  The  valleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia, 
and  Lys,  at  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Rosa,  are  also  remarkable  as  being  inha- 
bited, at  their  heads,  by  an  interesting  race  of  German  origin  and  language. 
The  Lc^o  cTOrta  is  a  lovely  spot,  and  no  one  within  reach  of  it  should  omit  to 
visit  thax  extraordinary  as  well  as  picturesque  place  Varallo. 

Interesting  accounts  of  the  Piedmontese  valleys,  especially  those  sorronnd- 
ing  Monte  Rosa,  are  given  in  two  recent  works — The  Italian  Valleys  of  the 
Pennine  Alps,  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  King;  and  A  Lady's  Tottr  Round  Monte  Rosa, 

The  Piedmontese  and  Subalpine  valleys  furnish  a  larg«  emigration,  and 
supply  all  Europe  with  workmen  in  particular  trades.  In  the  Engadine  are 
pastrycooks;  near  Como,  thermometer  and  barometer  makers;  near  Orta,  plas- 
terers; Biella,  masons  and  builders;  Canavese,  carpenters;  Val  Sesia,  masons; 
Val  Blegno,  chocolate  makers  and  chestnut  roasters;  Val  Calanka,  glaziers; 
Val  Bregaglia,  chimney-sweepers.  They  are  usually  men  of  great  industry 
and  fru^ity,  and,  if  possible,  return  to  their  native  valleys  to  enjoy  the 
results.  A  singular  result  of  the  great  male  emigration  is,  that  all  the  hard 
work  is  done  by  women,  particularly  the  carrying  over  the  mountains;  and 
from  long  practice,  the  women  are  better  able  to  carry  weights  on  their  backs 
than  the  men. 

The  Waldensian  Valleifs  are  not  less  attractive  for  their  Alpine  scenery 
than  interesting  to  Englishmen  as  the  cradle  and  stronghold  of  a  brave  and 
stedfast  Protestant  community,  who  have  maintained  their  faith  in  spite 
of  persecution,  fire,  and  sword.  Milton  and  Wordsworth  have  commemo- 
rated the  patient  sufferings  and  heroic  deeds  of  the  Vaudois;  and  Dr.  Gilly 
in  recent  times  has  rendered  their  story  fascinating  by  the  charms  of  an 
enthusiastic  pen.  As  perfect  religious  liberty  has  been  established  in 
Piedmont  since  1849,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  evil  day  is  past,  never 
to  return.  In  1852  a  handsome  Protestant  church  was  finished  and  con- 
secrated at  Turin,  and  there  are  15  other  churches  in  (he  valleys  tribu- 
tary to  the  Po.  The  traveller  may  approach  them  most  readily  from 
Turin  by  rail  to  Pinerolo.  La  Tour  in  the  Val  Pellice  is  good  head- 
quarters for  excursions  (see  Iltes.  161,  162).  The  Vaudois  have  been 
established  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps  since  the  8th  century,  and  refer  the 
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origin  of  their  faitli  and  seet  to  the  time  of  the  Apostles,  and  the  first  ages  of 
Christianity.  Their  numhers  in  the  valleys  amount  to  about  22,000,  but  they 
are  rapidly  increasing  and  spreading,  and  there  are  large  colonies  of  them  in 
Turin  and  Genoa.  Cromwell  courageously  interposed  to  protect  them  in 
their  distress,  and  stirred  up  all  the  powers  of  Europe  on  their  behalf}  he 
also  raised  a  subscription  for  their  aid,  part  of  which  was  funded,  and,  though 
the  sum  was  appropriated  by  Charles  XL,  the  interest  has  since  been  paid  by 
the  British  Government  for  their  support.  The  best  season  for  travelling  in 
this  part  of  the  Alpine  chain  seems  to  be  July  and  August.  In  September 
the  weather  generally  breaks  up,  but  often  becomes  settled  again;  and  for 
those  who  do  not  seek  to  ascend  to  great  heights,  the  most  delightful  season 
for  travelling  in  the  southern  valleys  is  often  found  in  the  autumn,  sometimes 
even  extending  into  the  month  of  October. 

*<  In  the  Piedmontese  valleys  the  N.W.  and  K.N.W.  winds  bring  fine 
weather." — Farbea, 

^  2.  Inns. — The  Inns  on  the  frontier  of  Italy — excepting  those  on  the  lake 
of  Como  and  some  others  specially  mentioned  in  these  pages — are  rather 
cheaper,  but  vastly  inferior  in  accommodation,  and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to 
those  of  Switserland  and  Germany.  Men  may  tolerate  the  inconveniences, 
but  they  wiU  be  more  seriously  felt  by  ladies,  who  must  be  prepared  at  times 
to  **  rough  it**  after  crossing  the  Italian  border.  The  want  of  female  attend- 
ance, the  dirty  floor  seldom  or  never  washed,  scanty  service,  no  bells,  may  be 
generally  expected. 

N.B. — ^Italian  innkeepers  sometimes  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of 
strangers,  and  especially  of  English  and  American  travellers,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  spend  their  money  profusely,  to  introduce  extortionate  charges  into 
the  bilL  These  may  generally  be  successfully  resisted  by  a  little  Judicious 
firmness,  but  it  is  sometimes  prudent,  and  not  unusual,  to  bargain  before  you 
enter  your  rooms,  what  you  are  to  pay  for  them.  Likewise  in  ordering  dinner 
you  may  fix  your  own  price — say  3  frs.  a  head — or  you  may  be  charged  for 
each  separate  item.  *'  My  general  practice,  after  having  seen  tiie  best  rooms 
the  landlord  has  to  ofi^er,  is  to  say, '  My  price  is  l^fr.  per  bed,  and  I  dine  at 
3  firs,  per  head.'  This  is  invariably  acquiesced  in,  although  sometimes  after 
some  considerable  demur,  and  I  believe  few  people  are  better  served  than  I 
am.  I  always  make  a  point  of  going  into  the  kitdien  myself  and  of  consulting 
the  chef  as  to  the  important  matter  of  dinner,  which  usually  secures  the  best 
things  the  larder  contains." — F,  Extortion  is  more  often  attempted  in  Savoy 
and  Dauphin^  than  in  Piedmont,  and  the  attempt  more  obstinately  enforced. 

In  excnrsLons  over  the  high  Alps  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy  it  is  generally 
necessary  to  carry  some  provision  of  wine,  bread,  and  meat  The  shepherd's 
fare  of  a  mountain  chftlet  in  those  parts  is  limited  to  milk,  butter,  and  cheese, 
to  which  is  added  a  coarse  brown  bread,  in  thin  discs,  baked  twice  a  year, 
and  kept  in  store  in  the  roof  of  the  chftlet  until  it  is  as  hard  as  stone,  and 
requires  a  hammer  to  break  it.  To  this  is  sometimes  added  polenta,  a  por- 
ridge or  pudding  of  maize-meal,  and  scraps  of  dried  mutton. 

When  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  receives  the  hospitality  of  the  cur^  of  re- 
tired villages,  or  of  the  pastor  in  the  Protestant  Waldensian  valleys,  where 
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there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  to  leave  with  the  housekeeper,  or  for  her,  a 
donation,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost  of  such  accommodation 
at  an  inn;  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon  the  limited  means  of  the 
host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thus  insured  to  future  travellers.  For 
supper,  bed,  and  breakout,  5  or  6  frs.  are  given.  The  curSs  in  these  valleys 
are  not  often  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  peasants,  from  whom  they  have 
no  doubt  sprung.  They  are,  however,  often  ardent  mountaineers.  The  annual 
income  of  some  is  said  to  be  as  low  as  20^.  a  year.  Of  late,  however,  the  incomes 
have  been  more  equalised,  and  the  wealth  of  the  Church  distributed  more  equally. 

§  3.  Roads,  Mules,  ^c — The  Hoods  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the  approaches  to 
them  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  are  generally  excellent.  Wherever  there 
is  intercourse  there  is  a  good  road  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants:  if 
fit  for  Volantins  or  chars,  these  may  always  be  obtained  at  moderate  charges, 
usually  12  francs  a  day. 

Mules  may  readily  be  obtained  in  all  mountain  routes  accessible  to  them, 
at  charges  varying  from  4  to  6  francs  a  day;  and  guides  at  4  or  5  francs  a  day 
may  be  had  in  every  Alpine  village  of  Piedmont  Ladies  will  now  find  side- 
saddles  in  almost  every  place  where  there  are  inns  and  horses;  where  these  are 
not,  ladies  had  better  not  venture.  On  mountain  excursions  a  portantine, 
or  chaise  a  porteur,  may  be  procured. 

If  mules,  horses,  or  a  char  be  taken  across  the  frontier,  a  holeta,  or  permis- 
sion to  pass  the  douane,  is  necessary;  here  the  animal  is  registerad,  tho 
course  of  the  traveller  stated,  and  money  for  the  horse  deposited  as  a  duty 
upon  the  entree,  which  is  repaid  to  the  owner  when  he  leaves  the  place  on  the 
frontier  indicated  in  the  boleta  as  the  point  by  which  he  is  to  return  to  his 
own  country. 

§  4.  Guides, — Rigid  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  and  adopting 
Guides  on  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps.  Guides  by  profession  are  rarer  here 
than  in  Switzerland,  and  any  idle  person,  however  unqualified,  may  offer  him- 
self for  the  sake  of  a  g^ood  day's  wages.  No  one  should  be  accepted  without 
sufficient  evidence  both  of  good  character  and  experience,  from  the  innkeepers, 
the  cure,  or  some  respectable  person  of  his  village.  Certificates  ftt>m  former 
employers  should  be  inquired  for.  The  value  of  such  testimony  will  be  appre- 
ciated when  travellers  are  told  how  in  some  cases,  in  remote  places,  men  will 
press  themselves  into  your  service  to  conduct  you  over  dangerous  passes  which 
they  have  never  even  seen,  or  of  others  who,  in  the  middle  of  an  intricate  pass, 
where  their  services  are  indispensable,  will  become  menacing  and  extortionate, 
and  even  strike  for  higher  wages.  Few  scruple  to  avow  their  acquaintance 
with  places  of  which  they  really  know  nothing;  their  only  use,  then,  to  the 
traveller  is  to  bear  his  luggage,  and  talk  Piedmontese,  a  jargon  which  few 
travellers  are  acquainted  vnth.  In  Piedmont  French  and  Italian  are  often 
unknown;  among  tihose, however,  who  are  accustomed  to  act  as  glides,  French 
is  generally  spoken,  especially  in  the  valleys  on  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and 
France*  In  most  of  the  French  Alpine  valleys  of  the  Dept.  de  VIsere  the 
guide  by  profession  is  unknown,  and  the  stranger  is  liable  to  conspiracies 
between  innkeepers  and  men  who  call  themselves  g^des  to  extort  money  and 
enhance  the  value  of  their  services. 
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§  5.  Pasting — Distances, — The  posting  regulations  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia 
are  similar  to  those  of  France,  the  distances  being  reckoned  in  kilometres 
(see  p.  xviL),  and  the  charges  nearly  the  same,  viz.  20  centimes  per  kil. 
for  each  horse,  and  12  for  postilions  ;  on  the  mountain -passes  of  Mt  Cenis, 
the  Simplon,  and  Tenda,  the  charge  for  each  horse  is  increased  one-third, 
or  to  30c. 

The  number  of  horses  which  the  postmasters  can  put  on  is  regelated  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  carriages  and  the  number  of  people,  for  which  purpose 
all  rehicles  are  arranged  under  three  classes.  The  postmasters  of  Turin  and 
Genoa  are  allowed  to  charge  as  for  additional  distance. 

At  the  posthouses  on  the  passes  of  the  Monts  Cenis,  Simplon,  and  Col  di 
Tenda,  the  masters  must  provide  sledges  during  the  winter  season,  for  the 
hire  of  which  they  are  entitled  to  charge  15  c.  per  kilometre  ;  and  3  and  4 
francs  for  dismounting  and  placing  on  the  sledge  each  carriage,  according  to 
the  class  to  which  it  may  be  referable.  On  some  roads  chevaux  de  renfort  must 
be  taken  or  paid  for.  For  fuller  details  the  traveller  is  referred  to  *  Articles 
de  R^glement  sur  les  Fostes  aux  Chevaux,*  which  can  be  purchased  everywhere. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  railways  throughout  Piedment,  DUigencss  are 
now  little  used  save  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  passes  of  the  Cenis,  Sim- 
plon, or  Tenda,  or  to  communicate  between  some  country  town  and  the 
nearest  railway  station.  The  postilion  asks  a  buonamano  of  llie  passengers 
at  every  stage  ;  the  smallest  coin  will  satisfy  him. 

§  6.  f)ronti«r8  ctnd  Custom-houses. — As  there  is  much  smuggling  on  the  frontier 
of  France,  the  traveller  is  often  subjected  to  vexatious  delay,  but  time  will 
always  be  gained  by  submitting  to  it.  The  French  can  rarely  be  bribed — 
the  Piedmontese  Preposes  more  easily — to  facilitate  the  passage  from  one 
country  to  another.  They  are  usually  very  civiL  N.B.  Tobacco  is  strictly 
prohibited.  Travellers  ought  even  to  declare  the  possession  of  a  few  cigars 
(when  declared  a  small  number  are  allowed  to  pass  free),  otherwise  they  may 
be  subjected  to  heavy  fine  and  detention. 

}  7.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  advise  a  traveller  not  to  sleep  in  the  plains 
if  he  can  reach  the  mountains.  His  own  love  of  that  *<  health  in  the  breeze 
and  freshness  in  the  gale,"  which  is  so  exciting  and  invigorating  in  the  moun- 
tains, would  prompt  him  to  seek  for  the  pleasure  of  breathing  it  and  the 
spirits  it  inspires;  but  the  suggestion  is  offered  to  induce  young  travellers  to 
avoid  sleeping  near  the  rice^grounds  of  Piedmont,  or  near  the  ponds,  where 
in  the  summer  the  Piedmontese  steep  their  hemp:  these  are  deleterious,  and 
may  produce  fever. 

}  8.  The  tomes  of  Piedmont  are  generally  wholesome,  and  often  good; 
there  is  scarcely  a  village  on  the  mountains  where  grissini — a  fine  sort  of 
biscuit  like  long  pipes,  and  made  of  excellent  flour — cannot  be  obtained.  The 
traveller  should  never  fail  to  supply  his  pockets  with  some  of  this  bread  or 
biscuit  broken  into  convenient  lengths;  this,  with  a  quaff  from  a  fresh  spring, 
will  bear  him,  if  taken  at  his  intervals  of  rest,  through  a  long  day's  journey. 

§  9.  The  money  of  Piedmont  is  the  same  as  that  of  France;  i. «.  of  the  same 
quality,  denomination,  and  value. 

§  10.  Maps. — The  War  Department  has  published  at  Turin  a  map  of 
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Piedmont  and  Savoy  in  6  sheets,  price  35  fr.:  2  sheets  contain  Savoy, 
14  fr.  A  map  of  the  kingdom,  in  91  sheets,  on  a  scale  of  jq^  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Government;  60  sheets  have  been  published  ;  the  moun- 
tains are  ludicrously  inaccurate.  A  portable  reduction  from  this  map  ha^ 
been  published  at  Turin.  General  Bourcet's  map  of  the  French  Alps  from 
Nice  to  Pont  Beauvoisin  was  remarkably  well  executed  for  the  time  when  it 
was  published — nearly  a  century  ago.  A  faithful  reduction  of  this  map  to 
two  small  sheets  may  be  had.  Reiliy*s  Map  of  Mont  Blanc,  1865,  does  great 
credit  to  its  author;  it  is  both  the  most  accurate  and  one  of  the  best  engraved 
maps  of  the  Alps.  Perrin^  at  Chambery,  has  published  a  tolerable  map 
of  Savoy  at  4  fr.,  and  a  smaller  at  1  fr.  50  cent.  A  voluminous  *  Dizionario 
Geografico,  Storico,'  &c,  of  the  States  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  has  been 
completed.  All  maps  of  the  country  may  be  procured  at  Maggi's  shop  in  the 
Coutrada  del  Po,  Turin,  and  also  at  Perrin's,  Chambery.  Perrin  has  also 
published  maps  of  Savoy  on  a  large  scale,  and  works  on  the  ornithology  and 
the  botany  of  Savoy,  well  got  up  and  executed;  also  a  Guide  to  Savoy. 

The  best  map  of  the  country  N.  of  Monte  Bosa  is  Studer's,  Zurich,  but  the 
paths  are  unaccountably  omitted. 

Neither  Leuthold  nor  Keller  is  very  accurate  on  the  Italian  side  of  the 
Alps. 

In  this  Handbook  some  routes  through  the  higher  parts  of  the  Dauphin^ 
Alps  have  been  included.  The  scenery  well  deserves  the  attention  of  Alpine 
travellers;  but  the  filthy  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  scarcity  of  decent 
accommodation,  have  hitherto  repelled  strangers.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  only  tolerable  map  of  the  country  is  a  centory  old — that  of  General 
Bouroet 


Pedestrian  Tours  of  Six  Weeks  or  Two  Mcnihs,  chiefiy  in  the  Alps  of 

8aivoy  and  Piedmont, 

«*  Carriage  Boad.        •  CharBoad.        fMuleBoad.        §  Footpath. 
All  names  following  the  marks  indicated  are  the  same  as  the  last. 


•*  Geneva  to  Sallenches,  or  St  Mar- 
tin. 

*  Chamouny. 

t  T6te  Noire  to  Trient. 

Col  de  Balme  to  Chamouny. 
§  Breven. 

Montanvert,  le  Jardin. 
t  Chamouny  to  Cormayeur,  by  the 
Col   de   Yosa,   dol  de   Bon- 
homme   and    the    Col   de   la 
Seigne. 
••  Cormayeur  to  Aosta. 

•  St.  Bemy. 

t  Hospice  of  the  Great  St  Bernard, 
t  liiddes* 


♦  Martigny.       (See     Switzerland, 
Boute  59.) 
♦•  Visp  in  Valais. 
t  ZermcUt,  Bifiblberg,  &c 
§  Pass  of  the  Mont  Cervin. 
t  Ch&tillon,  Val  d'Aosta. 
f  Col  de  Jon. 
t  Brussone. 
t  Col  de  Baniola. 

Gressoney. 
t  Col  d'Ollen. 
tBiva. 

t  Varallo,  Val  Sesia. 
t  Col  de  Colma. 
Pelia->Lake  of  Orta. 


Piecf •  4t  Savoy. 
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Omegna. 
*•  Vogogna. 

t  Macugnaea — Monte  Bosa. 

§  Monte  Moro. 
Saas. 

t  Visp,  in  Valais. 
♦*  Pass  of  tlie  Simplon. 
•*  Arona— Lago  Maggiore. 
**  Borgomanero. 
♦*  Bieffa. 
**  Ivrea. 
•*  Aosta. 

t  Cogne. 

§  Pont— Val  d'Oroa. 

t  CeresoL 


§  Col  de  OaUse,   and   return  to 

Chapia. 
§  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nivolet. 
§  Val  Savaranche. 
♦♦  Villeneuve — Val  d'Aosta. 

*  St  Didier— Mont  Saxe. 

t  The  Cramont,  the  Belvedere,  and 
Pass  of  the  Little  St  Bernard. 

*  Bour^  St  Maurice. 

*  Moutiers  Tarentaise. 
••  L'Hopital  Conflans. 

Ugine. 
Paverges. 
Annecy. 
Geneva. 


*  Moutiers  Tarantaise. 
Baths  of  Brida. 

t  Pralugnan. 
Col  de  Yanoise. 
Lanslebourg. 

•  Pass  of  the  Mont  Ce- 

nis. 
Susa. 
t  Cesanne. 
t  Col  de  Sestri^res. 
»Pragela8— Val   Clu- 
sone. 
Perouse. 


Six  Weeks*  Excursion, 

f  YalGennanasca.PrO' 
testant  valley. 

BalsiUe. 

Col  de  la  Fontaines. 

Pralis. 

Col  Julian. 

Bobbio. 
•  La  Tour, 
t  Val  Angprona. 

Bora. 
•♦  Lusema. 
§  Sea  Bianca. 


Crissolo. 
§  Pass  of  the  Traver- 

sette. 
t  Abrufo. 

Combe  de  Queyraa. 
*  Embrun. 
♦•  Gap. 
Grenoble. 
Chamber/. 
Aix. 
Annecy. 
Geneva. 


JTie  Tour  of  Monte  Eoea^  aUovnng  time  to  see  the  Chief  Places  of  Interest^ 
and  avoiding  the  more  difficult  Excursions,   Starting  from,  the  Valais, 


Visp. 

1.  Saas. 

2.  Excursion  to  F^  Glacier,  and 

sleep  at  Matm&rk  HoteL 

3.  Monte  Moro  to  Macugnaga. 

4.  Macugnaga  glacier. 

5.  Vanzone. 

6.  Barranca  Pass  to  Fobello. 

7.  Varallo— Sacro  Monte. 

8.  Alagna— Val  de  Bours. 


9.  Col  d*011en  to  Gressonaj. 

10.  Ljs  Glacier,  return  to  Gressonay. 

11.  Pointe  de  Combetta,  Col  de  Bui- 

Kola  to  Ch&tillon. 

12.  BreuiL 

13.  Col  de  St  Thc^ule  to  Zermatt 

14.  Gomer  Grat,  sleep  at  Blfielberg. 

15.  Schwarze  See,  return  to  Zermatt 

16.  By  St.  Niklans  to  Visp. 
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Same  Tour,  slightly  varied,  and  commencing  at  Baveno, 
Passes  taken  in  the  apposite  directum. 


BaTeno. 

1.  Orta  by  the  Motterone. 

2.  Yarallo    by    Omegna    and    the 

Monte  Mazzucone. 

3.  Excursion  to  Biina»  sleep  at  Ri- 

masco. 

4.  Col  d'Egua  to  Fonte  Grande 

5.  Macugnaga. 

6.  Macugnaga  Glacier. 

7.  Monte  Moro  to  Saas. 

8.  Excursion  to  F^  Glacier. 

9.  St.  Kiklaus. 


10.  Zermatt. 

11.  Schwarze  See,  Homli,  and  return 

by  Zmutt. 

12.  Gorner  Grat,  sleep  at  Riffelberg. 

13.  Col  de  St  Th^odule  to  BreuQ. 

14.  Brussone,  by  the  Cimes  Blandtes* 

or  by  Chatillon,  or  (?)  by  Col 
de  Fortola. 

15.  Fointe  de  Combetta,  Gressonay. 

16.  Lys  Glacier,  return  to  Gressonay. 

17.  Col  d'OUen  to  Alagna. 

18.  File  Alp,  and  return  to  Yarallo. 


ROUTES  IN  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY. 


ROUTE  111. 

DOMO  d'0S80LA  TO  ARONA.      LAGO 
MA6GI0RB. 

Jiiles. 
Domo. 

Yogogna 9 

Baveno 15 

Arona la 

This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
roads  for  entering  Italy.  From  Domo 
d'OssoIa  at  the  foot  of  the  Simplon 
(Rte.  59)  a  few  hours'  drive  carries 
the  traveller  to  the  shores  of  the 
Lago  Maggiore,  where,  if  he  be  cross- 
ing the  Alps  for  the  first  time,  he 
finds  himself  in  a  new  world.  Blwy. 
slowly  in  progress. 

From  Domo  to  Baveno  takes  nearly 
4  hrs.  posting,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
Travellers  can  join  the  steamers, 
which  go  up  and  down  the  lake  4 
times  a-day,  either  at  Pallanza  or  Ba- 
veno.  Stresa  or  Baveno  are  the  best 
stopping-places  for  those  intending  to 
visit  the  Borromean  Islands,  or  to  as- 
cend the  Motterone;  they  are  on  the 
road  to  Arona,  the  railway  stat.  for 
Milan,  Turin,  and  Genoa,  l^allanza  is 
rather  nearer,  and  more  convenient 
for  those  bound  for  Lugano,  or  the  N. 
end  of  the  Lago  Maggiore.  A  char 
to  either  place  costs  about  15  firs. 

The  road  descends  the  valley  of  the 
Tosa,  the  bridges  over  which,  below 
Domo  d'Ossola,  and  again  6  m.  below 
Vogogna  were  carried  off  by  the  storms 
of  1834  and  1849.  Ooe  of  them  has 
never  been  rebuilt,  consequently  com- 
munication is  generally  suspenaed  for 
a  day  or  two  during  the  autumn 
floods.  After  leaving  Domo  the  valley 
widens  and  loses  its  beauty. 

Vogogna  (/wi.  Alb.  della  Corona, 
fair).  The  Tosa,  in  spite  of  its 
rapidity,  is  navigable  a  short  dUtance 
above  this  place ;  the  barges  are  towed 


up  by  double  teams  of  6  or  8  horses 
on  each  bank. 

At  Premosello  a  carriage-road  to 
Pallanza  passes  the  beautiful  Lake 
Megorzo,  which,  as  well  as  the  road 
itself,  arc  sure  to  become  popular  with 
travellers. 

Near  Omavasca  are  the  white  mar- 
ble quarries  which  have  supplied  the 
stone  for  Milan  Cathedral. 

At  Gravellona  a  large  bridffe  crosses 
the  Strona,  a  stream  which  drains  the 
Lago  d'Orta  and  sets  in  motion  several 
large  cotton  mitU,  A  carriage-road, 
running  up  its  1.  bank,  leads,  in  4  m., 
to  the  lake  of  Orta.  Dil.  daily.  (See 
Kte.  118.) 

Here  another  road  leads  to  Pallanza^ 
whilst  the  main  road  continues  to 

Fariolo  {Tnn,  Lion  d'Or,  attentive 
landlord.  Here  the  Lago  Maggiore 
bursts  into  view,  with  the  Isola 
Madre,  the  northernmost  of  the  Bor- 
romean Islands,  in  the  distance.  A 
little  further  are  quarries  of  a  beau- 
tiful rose  granite,  which  derives  its 
colour  from  the  prevalence  of  felspar. 
It  cleaves  into  thin  slabs.  The  tele- 
graph posts  are  made  of  granite.  Fel- 
spar is  obtained  here  in  beautiful  flesh- 
coloured  detached  crystals.  Steamers 
call  off  here  and  Baveno  at  9}  a.m. 
descending,  and  at  1}  p.m.  on  ascend- 
ing the  lake. 

Baveno, — Inns:  H.  Bellevue,  first- 
rate  ;  H.  de  la  Poste,  improved,  mode- 
rate charges.    2  m.  -fartner  on  is 

Stresa^  H.  des  lies  Borrom^es,  a  very 
good  house,  on  the  most  beautiful  spot 
on  the  lake. 

The  principal  object  in  going  to 
Baveno  or  Stresa  is  to  visit  the  Borro- 
mean Islands  (which,  however,  may  be 
nearly  as  well  visited  from  Pallanza). 

By  starting  tolerablv  early  the 
islands  may  be  visited  from  Baveno, 
Stresa,  or  Pallanza,  and  Milan  reached 
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on  the  same  day.  The  steamen  tonch 
at  the  Isola  Bella.  It  takes  25  minutes 
to  TOW  from  Baveno  to  the  Isola  Bella 
(boat  there  and  back  5  ft*.,  or  2  fr.  au 
hr.),  passing,  on  the  way,  the  Isola 
dei  Pescatoii,  so  called  because  its 
inhabitants  are  chiefly  fishermen, 
whose  rude  semi-plastered  houses 
contrast  with  the  stately  structures 
on  the  neighbouring  island.  The 
Isola  Bella  Xlnn,  Delfino,  very  fair; 
passengers  are  conveyed  free  of  charge 
to  and  from  the  steamers)  belonp  to 
the  Count  Borromeo,  who  resioes  a 
part  of  the  year  in  the  yast  palace. 
An  ancestor  of  the  family,  in  1671, 
converted  this  mass  of  bare  and  barren 
slate-rock,  which  lifted  itself  a  few 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  lake, 
into  a  beautiful  garden,  teemins;  with 
itke  veffetation  of  the  tropics,  ft  con- 
sists of  10  terraces,  the  lowest  founded 
on  piers  thrown  into  the  lake,  rising 
in  a  pyramidal  form  one  above  an- 
other, and  lined  with  statues,  vases, 
obelisks,  and  black  cypresses.  Upon 
these,  as  upon  the  hanging-gardens  of 
Babylon,  nourish  in  the  open  air,  not 
merely  the  oranse,  citron,  myrtle, 
and  pomegranate,  but  aloes,  cactuses, 
the  camphor-tree  (of  which  there  is  a 
specimen  40  ft.  high) — all  inhabitants 
of  tropical  countries — ^and  this  within 
a  day  s  journey  of  the  Lapland  cli- 
mate of  the  Simplon,  and  within  view 
of  Alpine  snows. 

The  proverbial  disagreement  of 
doctors  is  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  discord  of  travellers  on  the  merits 
of  this  island.  To  Simond  the  sight  of 
the  island  at  a  distance  suggests  the 
idea  of  "  a  huge  Perigord  pie,  stuck 
round  with  the  heads  of  woodcocks 
and  partridffes;"  Matthetcs  extols  it 
as  "  the  magic  creation  of  labour  and 
taste  ...  a  fairv-land,  which  might 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  gardens  of 
Calypso  ;*'  Saussure  calls  it  **  un  mag- 
nifiqne  caprice,  nne  pens^  grandiose, 
une  esp^ce  de  creation  j"  Gibbon  *'  an 
enchanted  palace,  a  work  of  the 
&iries,  in  a  lake  accompanied  with 
mountains;"  while  Brockedon  sternly 
pronounces  it  as  "  worthy  only  of 
a  rich  man's  misplaced  extravagance, 
and  of  the  taste  of  a  confectioner.** 


To  taste  it  may  have  little  preten- 
sion; but,  for  a  traveller  IVesh  from 
the  rigid  climate  of  the  north,  this 
singnlar  creation  of  art,  with  its  aro- 
matic groves,  its  aloes  and  cactuses 
starting  out  of  the  rocks— and,  above 
all,  its  glorious  situation,  bathed  by 
the  dark  blue  waters  of  ^e  lake,  re- 
flecting the  sparkling  white  villages 
on  its  banks,  and  the  distant  snows  of 
the  Alps — cannot  fhil  to  afford  plea- 
sure, and  a  visit  to  the  Isola  Bella  will 
certainly  not  be  repented  of. 

Every  handful  of  mould  on  the 
island  was  originally  brought  from,  a 
distance,  and  requires  to  be  constantly 
renewed.  It  is  probable  that  its  fbun- 
datiolft  of  slate-cock  favours  the  ftrowth 
of  tender  plants  by  long  retaining  the 
heat- of  a  noonday  sun;  but  few  per- 
sons are  aware  that,  in  addition  to 
this,  the  terraces  are  boarded  over 
during  winter,  and  the  plants  pro- 
tected from  the  frost  by  stoves  heated 
beneath :  thus  converting  the  terraces 
into  a  sort  of  hothouse.  The  orange 
and  lemon  blossoms  perfume  the  air 
to  some  distance. 

A  laurel  (bay)  of  gigantic  size  is 
pointed  out,  as  well  for  its  remarkable 
growth  as  for  a  scar  on  its  bark,  where 
Napoleon,  it  is  said,  cut  with  a  knife 
the  word  "  battaglia,'*  a  short  while 
before  the  battle  of  Marengo.^  Bous- 
seau  once  thooght  of  making  the 
Isola  Bella  the  residence  of  his  Julie, 
but  changed  his  mind  on  reflecting 
that  so  artificial  an  abode  would  not 
be  consistent  widi  the  simplicity  of 
her  character. 

The  Palace,  which,  with  the  gar- 
dens, is  liberally  shown  to  strangers 
at  all  times  by  permission  of  its 
owners,  contains  pictures  by  the  Pro- 
caccmi,  the  Charity  of  And.  Sacchi,  and 
50  by  Tempesta,  In  the  Chapel  are  3 
fine  sepulchral  monuments  of  the 
Borromeo  family,  removed  from 
churches  in  Milan  at  the  time  of  the 
Cisalpine  republic:  one,  of  the  15th 
cent.,  was  erected  to  hold  the  relics 
of  St.  Giustina,  an  ancestress  of  the 
family;  another,  on  the  rt.  of  the 
altar,  is  bjr  Ant.  Bnsti,  and  is  nraised 
by   Vasari.     The   large    unnnished 
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boildiDg  which  separatefl  the  two 
wings  was  intended  for  a  great  centra] 
hall  and  staircase,  bat  has  never  been 
covered  in.  The  whole  establishment 
18  in  a  melancholy  state  of  dilapida- 
tion, and  appears  to  have  never  been 
touched  since  its  construction. 

The  l9ola  Madre  is  well  worth  a 
visit  by  a  horticnltorist ;  from  its 
greater  distance  from  the  mountains, 
whidi  screen  the  sun  earlier  from  the 
others,  it  enjoys  a  milder  climate  in 
winter.  The  plants  of  New  Holland 
grow  luxuriantly  oat  of  doors;  the 
two  species  of  tea  are  senerally  in 
flower  in  October.  The  Chilian  Arau- 
caria  here  attuns  a  great  size;  tro- 
pical plants  grow  luxuriantly  on  the 
rocks  around ;  on  the  island  are  many 
pheasants,  a  rare  sight  iu  Italy,  these 
birds  being  as  it  were  imprisoned, 
from  their  inability  by  flight  to  gain 
the  opposite  shores.  The  small  island 
of  St.  Giovanni,  forming  the  4th  of 
the  Borromean  group,  is  situated  near 
Pallanxa;  it  oners  nothing  remark- 
able. 

The  Monte  Motterone  or  Margozzoh, 
sometimes  erroneously  called  Monte- 
rone,  risinff  behind  the  village,  com- 
mands a  fine  panoramic  view  of  the 
Alps,  and  has  at  its  feet  the  Lago 
d'Orta  on  one  side,  and  Lago  Mag- 

Snore  on  the  other.  Asses  are  kept 
or  the  ascent.  It  takes  3}  hrs.  from 
Baveno  to  reach  the  top,  4816  ft. 
above  the  sea-level.  You  may  descend 
the  opposite  side  to  Orta  in  3}  hrs., 
and  return  in  car  or  boat  to  Omcgna, 
2  hrs.  walk  from  Baveno.  (See  Kte. 
118.) 

LAOO  MAOOIORE. 

There  are  excellent  steamers  on  the 
Lago  Maggiore,  running  between 
Magadino  and  Arona,  and  calling  at 
the  villages  on  either  shore  of  the 
lake.  Since  the  Austrians  have  ceased 
to  hold  the  Lombard  side  of  the  lake, 
there  is  no  trouble  about  passports,  but 
travellers  from  the  Swiss  ports  of  Ma- 
gadino or  Locarno  are  liable  to  have 
their  luggage  examined  on  reaching 
the  first Ttauan  custom-house. 

How-boats  may  be  hired  at  any  of 
the  ports  on  the  lake.    K.B.  Ask  for 


the  tariff,  or  bargain  beforehand  with 
the  boatmen,  for  they  are  very  extw- 
tionate. 

The  Lago  Maggiore,  the  Lacus  Ver- 
banus  of  the  Romans  (Germ.  Langen 
See),  is  about  54  m.  (47  Italian  m.) 
long,  and  about  3  m.  wide,  except  at 
its  greatest  breadth  opposite  Baveno. 
Only  a  small  portion  at  its  N.  ex- 
tremity, which  is  often  called  Lago 
di  Locarno,  belongs  to  Switzerland. 
About  7  m.  S.  of  Locarno,  the  Italian 
frontier  commences.  The  navigation 
of  the  lake  is  free  to  both  states.  The 
3  chief  rivers  by  which  it  is  fed  are 
the  Hcino,  flowing  from  the  St. 
Gothard ;  the  Tresa,  which  drains  the 
Lago  Lugano;  and  the  Tocda,  or 
Tosa,  descending  fhim  the  Val  For- 
mazza,  by  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  see* 
nery  of  its  upper  end  is  bold  and 
mountainous,  and  at  the  same  time 
diversified  hy  a  constant  succession  of 
striking  and  beautiful  features ;  so  is 
the  bav  of  Baveno  (to  call  by  that 
name  the  W.  arm,  containing  the  Bor- 
romean Islands;  but,  towards  the  S. 
and  E.,  its  shores  are  less  lofty,  sub- 
siding mdnally  into  the  plun  of 
Lorabardv.  There  is  a  great  quantity 
of  fish :  the  fishery  is  the  property  of 
the  Borromeo  family,  and  let  for  a 
larse  sum. 

In  1848  Garibaldi  and  his  friends 
seized  the  only  two  steamers  then  on 
the  lake,  armed  them,  and  for  two 
months  cruised  aboat,  levying  oontri* 
butions  on  the  Austrian  towns  and  on 
the  Sardinian  convents,  and  keeping 
the  helpless  residents  on  the  shore  in 
a  state  of  terror.  At  length  he  was 
beaten  off  from  Laveno,  and  soon 
aAerwards  abandoned  the  steamers. 

The  vovage  down  the  lake  is  very 
delightAif,  and  the  scenery  exquisite. 
The  sides  are  so  precipitous  that  there 
is  scaroelv  a  path  along  them.  Yil* 
lages  and  churches  are,  however, 
perched  on  the  heights;  and  wherever 
a  deposit  has  been  formed  in  the  lake 
by  a  torrent,  a  village  will  be  found. 

For  a  description  of  Magadino  and 
Locarno  see  Rte.  113. 

The  prin<upal  places  on  the  W* 
shore  are 

Asoona,  sormoiinted  by  a  castle* 
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Bnaaago,  a  charming  spot,  conspi- 
C110U8  with  its  white  houses,  and 
avenue  of  cypress  leading  to  the  ch. 
Its  inhabitants  are  wealthy  and  indns- 
trious.  Terrace  rises  above  terrace 
against  the  hill-side ;  and  the  vine, 
fig,  olivCi  pomegranate,  and  myrtle 
flourish  in  the  open  air.  Beyond  this 
the  Swiss  territory  ends. 

OmofiMo  (/mi,  Bissone,  fair),  situated 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Piedmontese 
valley  Canobina,  contains  a  ch.  de- 
signed by  Bramante.  The  2  islands 
off  Canero,  on  one  of  which  is  a 
ruined  castle  of  the  Borromeos,  were, 
in  the  15th  cent,  the  resort  of  5 
robber-brothers  named  Mazzarda*;  who 
eommitted  depredations  all  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake.  Before  reaching 
Oggebbio  is  the  villa  of  the  Marquis 
d*Azeglio,  and  just  below  it  that  of 
Prince  Poniatowski.  A  new  and  ex- 
cellent carriage-road  is  in  progress  to 
Canero,  and  will  be  continued  along 
the  shore. 

IiKbra  {Itmst  Veau  d'Or ;  Lion  d'Or; 
Ponte  di  San  Giovanni:  all  small): 
4000  Inhab.  A  thriving  town,  with 
manufactories  of  glass,  cotton,  and 
silk,  and  a  foundry.  The  torrent  from 
the  Yal  Intrasca  affords  abundant 
water-power.  The  new  road  from 
G  ravel  lona  through  Pallanza  is  com- 
pleted to  this  place. 

A  small  island  belonging  to  the 
Prince  3Borromeo  lies  off  the  point 
before  reaching 

Pattanza  (/wi,  ♦TUnivers,  good); 
2500  Inhab.  Here  the  governor  of 
the  province  reades.  Visit  the  beauti- 
ful Lake  Megorzo  on  the  new  road  to 
Domo ;  take  provisions.  A  good  car- 
riage-road runs  hence  to  Gravellona 
on  the  Simplon  road,  and  an  omnibus 
daily  by  it  to  Omegna,  Lago  d'Orta. 
Here  is  a  laree  model  prison  for  mate 
convicts,  and  there  is  a  nursery- 
garden  of  some  celebrity  close  to  the 
town. 

The  Borromean  Islands  may  be 
visited  from  Pallanza. 

The  places  on  the  B.  side  of  the 
Lago  Maggiore  are  8i,  Abbondio 
(Swiss);  Macagno;  Lumo  (Rte.  115), 
whence  a  good  road  runs  by  Ponte 


Tresa  to  Lugano.  Laveno  {Inns :  Poste, 
best,  fair;  11  Moro,  fine  view  from 
it).  Hence  a  diligence  runs  daily 
to  the  rly.  at  Como,  by  Varese  and 
the  Sacro  Monte.  Exquisite  views 
of  Monte  Rosa,  between  Como  and 
Laveno. 


The  Simplon  road,  where  it  skirts 
the  lake,  between  Baveno  and  Arona, 
is  an  almost  uninterrupted  terrace  of 
masonry,  studded  with  granite  posts 
at  intervals  of  a  few  feet.  Travellers 
coming  from  Milan  may  embark  on  the 
lake  to  visit  the  Borromean  islands  at 

Stresa.  H.  des  Isles  Borromees,  a 
most  agreeable  residence,  fiir  the  best 
on  the  lakes.  Steamers  touch  here. 
There  is  English  ch,  service  in  tha 
house — 11  and  8  on  Sunday. 

Belgirccte,  and  Lesa,  the  summer  resi- 
dence of  the  author  Manzoni,  pretty 
villages,  remarkable  for  the  number  of 
villas  with  terraces  and  gardens  in 
front.  The  colossal  statue  of  St,  Carlo 
Borromeo  appears  on  the  hill  above  the 
road  on  the  rt.,  before  reaching 

Arona  {Inns :  Albergo  d'ltalia;  Posta, 
near  the  station,  both  good ;  A.  Reale), 
an  ancient  and  rapidly  improving  town 
of  4000  Inhab.  It  is  built  on  the  very 
margin  of  the  lake;  the  principal 
street  is  so  narrow  that  only  one  car- 
riage can  pass.  The  Simplon  road 
runs  through  the  upper  part  of  the 
town.  The  steamers  touch  here  fre- 
quentlv,  and  carriages  can  be  em- 
harked  here.  By  railroad  from  Arona 
to  Nooara,  travellers  can  reach  Genoa 
in  5^,  and  Turin  in  5^  hrs.  The  station 
is  close  to  the  steamboat  pier.  In 
consequence  of  this  railway,  and  the 
improvements  of  the  harbour,  Arona 
has  become  the  ^reat  entrepdt  between 
Genoa  and  Switzerland,  and  a  very 
thriving  place. 

The  principal  Ch,  (Santa  Maria)  con- 
tuns  a  very  beautifiil  picture  attri- 
buted to  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  who  has 
signed  Vinci  after  his  name — a  Holy 
Family,  with  shutters,  bearing  figures 
of  sunts,  and  the  portrait  of  a  Countess 
Borromeo,  by  whom  it  was  presented 
to  the  church;  it  is  retouched.  San 
Carlo  Borromeo  was  bom  in  the  old 
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castle  above  Arona,  1588;  destroyed 
by  the  French  1797. 

Remains  of  hke  dwellings  hare  been 
dug  up  on  the  marshy  ground  near 
Mereurago. 

On  a  hil],  about  half  an  hour's  walk 
from    the    town,  stands  the   Colwual 
Statue  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo,  66  ft 
high,  and  placed  on  a  pedestal  40  ft. 
high.     The  head,    hands,   and    feet, 
alone,  are  cast  in  bronze ;  the  rest  of 
the  figure  is  formed  of  sheets  of  beaten 
copper,  arranged    round  a  pillar  of 
rough  masonry  which  forms  the  sup- 
port of  it.    The  saint  is  represented 
extending  his  hand  towards  the  lake, 
and  OTer  his  birthplace  Arena,  bestow- 
ing on  them  his  benediction.    There 
is  grace  in  the  attitude,  in  spite  of 
the  gigantic  proportions  of  the  figure, 
and    benevolence    beams    from    the 
countenance;  altogether  the  effect  of 
it  is  good,  and  very  impressive.     It 
was  erected,  1697,  by  subscriptions, 
principally  contributed   by  the  Bor- 
romean  family.    It  is  possible  to  enter 
the  statue  and  to  mount  up  into  the 
head,  but  the  ascent  is  diitieult,  and 
not  to  be  attempted  by  the  nervous. 
It  is  effected  by  means  of  two  ladders 
tied  together  (provided  by  a  man  who 
lives  hard  by),  resting  on   the  pe- 
destal, and  reaching  up  to  the  skirt 
of  the  saint*s  robe.    Between  the  folds 
of  the  upper  and  lower  drapery  the 
adventurous  climber  squeezes  himself 
through — a  task  of  some  difficulty  if 
he  be  of  corpulent  dimensions;  and 
he  then  clambers  up  the  stoue  pillar 
which  supports  the  head,  by  placing 
his  feet  upon  the  iron  bars  or  cramps 
by  which  the  copper  dra^rr  is  at- 
tached to  it.    To  effect  this,  he  must 
assume  a  straddling  attitude,  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  dark  till  he  reaches  the 
head,  which  he  will  find  capable  of 
holding  8  persons  at  once.    Here  he 
may  rest  himself  by  sitting  down  in 
the  recess  of  the  nose,  which  forms  no 
bad  substitute  for  an  arm-chair.    In 
the  neighbouring  church  several  relies 
of  San  Oarlo  are  preserved. 

From  the  top  of  la  Boeca^  a  hill 
above  Arona,  there  is  a  fine  view. 
The  geologist  will  find  near  the  <^uar- 
riei  of  limestone  (Dolomite)  an  inte- 


resting contact  of  the  magnesian  lime- 
stone and  red  porph}  ry. 

Opposite  Arona,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  lake,  stands  the  Castle  of  Angera, 
a  fief  of  the  Borromeos,  on  a  similar 
limestone  peak,  at  the  foot  of  which 
is  the  neat  modem  village  of  the  same 
name. 

Diligences  daily  to  Domo  d'OssoIa 
and  Brieg  over  the  Simplon. 

A  good  carriage-road  leads  from 
Arona  to  Orta  (Rte.  1 18),  1 5  kil.  =  9}  m. 

An  omnibus  thither  daily. 


ROUTE  112. 

DOMO  d'ossola  to  LOCARNO,  BT  THE 
VAL  YEOEZZO. 

This  route,  which  is  the  direct  way 
from  Domo  to  the  N.  end  of  the  Lago 
Maggiore,  is  very  little  frequented  by 
strangers,  although  it  abounds  in  fine 
scenery.  The  distance  is  about  30  m., 
and  there  is  a  good  carriage-road  up 
the  Val  Vegezzo,  which  is  ultimately 
to  be  carried  to  Locarno.  The  Val 
Vegezzo  opens  out  into  the  Val  d'Ossola 
about  half  a  mile  above  Domo.  It 
contains  many  handsome  villas  belong- 
ing to  natives  of  the  valley,  who  have 
returned  to  end  their  days  there  after 
having  made  their  fortunes  in  busi- 
ness. This  valley  does  not  lead  to  a 
well-defined  col,  but  to  a  sort  of  table- 
laud,  about  1600  ft.  above  Domo,  on 
which  is  situated  the  principal  village 
of  the  valley,  called  Sta.  Maria  Mag- 
giore,  about  11m.  from  Domo,  but 
neariy  3  hrs.  in  a  char  up  hill.  From 
hence  there  is  a  pass  to  the  S.E.,  lead- 
ing through  the  Val  Canobbina  to 
Canobbio,  on  the  Lago  Maggiore.  The 
route  to  Locarno  descends  from  Sta. 
Maria  Maggiore  along  the  Melezso 
torrent,  through  a  valley  called  Cento^ 
vcUli, 
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It  ifl  about  6  hra.  walk  by  a  rough 
path,  from  Sta.  Maria  Maggiore  to 
Locarno,  passing  Borgnone  MMut  half 
way.  A.  little  below  Intragna  the 
Melezio  torrent  joint  that  from  the 
Val  Oszemone,  and  aboat  2  miles 
farther  the  joint  stream  unites  with 
the  Maggia  near  the  town  of 

I«ocarno  (see  Rte.  113). 


ROUTE  113. 

BELUNZONA  TO  HAOADINO  OR 
LOCARMO. 

The  Swiss  ports  of  Ma^adino  and 
Locamo'  are  nearlv  opposite  to  each 
other  at  the  N.  emd  of  the  IJaet)  Mag- 
giore. Though  Locarno  is  the  more 
unportant  place,  the  steamers  start 
from  Magadino  (calling  at  Loeamo), 
Magadino  being  nearer  to  BeUin- 
tona  and  the  road  of  the  St  Qothard. 
It  is  9  m.  (earriace  10  fr.)  from  Bel- 
linsona  to  Magamno,  and  about  12^ 
to  Locarno  (carriage  15  fr.).  Onmi* 
bases  ply  to  both  fdaoes  to  meet  the 
steamers. 

The  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  between  Bellimxoiia  aad  the 
lake,  is  a  broad  plain,  from  whidb  the 
mountains  receae  to  a  considerable 
distance,  but  still  givegnmdenr  to  the 
landscape.  The  country  is  highly 
enltivated,  the  slopes  covered  with 
vineyards,  but  the  bottom  becomes 
marshy  lower  down,  and  is  tfaaidbre 
unhealthy. 


a.  On  quitting  Bellinsona  for  Maga- 
dino by  the  Lugano  gate  the  dry  bed 
of  a  torrent  called  Dragonata  is  passed. 
As  its  name  would  imply,  it  is  at  dmee 
a  great  scourge;  it  earned  off  in  1768 
the  Franciscan  convent  outside  the 
town,  and  threatens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country-houses  on 
the  ootokirts ;  and  high  upon  the 
slopes  of  the  hills  are  numerous  build* 
tngs,  now  deserted,  to  which  in  ancient 
times  the  natives  of  Bellinsona  used 
to  resort  for  salety  when  the  plague 
was  raffing  in  the  town.  At  Cade* 
nazxa,  me  road  to  Lugano,  over  the 
Monte  Ceiiere(Bte.  114),  turns  to  the 
£.  out  of  our  route. 

Magadwo.  (/mi».-  H.  Belvedere,  not 
recommended,  dirty  and  dear.)  The 
reputation  of  the  unhealthmess  of 
this  place  has  been  exaggerated,  and 
can  only  m>ly  to  the  months  of  S^>- 
tember  and  October,  when  feyers  are 
at  times  prevalent  owing  to  the  neigh- 
bouring delta  of  the  Ticino;  much  has 
been  done  to  remedy  this,  and  effec* 
luaUy. 

Magadino,  since  the  opening  of  the 
Railway  between  Turin,  Genoa,  and 
Arona,  and  the  establishment  of  se« 
veral  daily  lines  of  steamers  in  cor- 
respondence with  it,  has  become  a 
place  of  considerable  commercial  im- 
portance. Through  it  is  carried  a  large 
amount  of  agricultural  produce  to 
Piedmont  anaLombardy,  and  of  the 
produce  of  the  latter,  induding  manu- 
factures and  colonial  produce,  for  the 
consumption  of  Switzerland.  Live 
stock  especially  is  shipped  from  it  in 
ffreat  numbers  to  the  plains  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  Piedmont,  and  to  Genoa. 
The  hours  of  sailing  of  the  steamers 
are  liable  to  change.  Travellers  should 
consult  the  latest  advertisements. 

b.  To  Locarno.  Carriage  and  2 
horses  in  2  hrs.  (15  fr.).  The  road 
hilly,  but  very  beautiful.  lUy.  in 
contemplation.  The  road  crosses 
the  Tieino  by  a  long  bridge  of  14 
ardhesL  In  the  autumn  the  river 
is  very  small,  but  is  flooded  in  the 
spring  and  is  kept  in  by  a  strong 
dyke  called  Tondo  Bipario,  eon- 
strueted  by  the  French  under  Francis 
L    The  road  now  leaves  the  flat  and 


Pie^  4r  Savoy. 

passes  under  the  Monte  Carasso,  and 
commands  a  good  view  of  the  oppo- 
site mountains,  including  the  Monte 
Cenere,  and  up  the  Talley  over  the  ro- 
mantic town  of  Bellinxona  to  the  sno  w  j 
Alpstoweringbehindit.  The  road  then 
passes  through  a  wall  constructed  by 
the  Swiss  (since  1 848)  as  a  fortification. 
At  the  bridge  of  Sementina,  a  torrent 
issuing  out  of  a  ravine  on  the  rt.  forms 
a  pretty  waterfaU.  According  to  the 
superstitious  notions  of  the  peas- 
antry, the  upper  part  of  this  wild 
gorge  is  haunted  oy  the  ghosts  of 
misers,  who  there  do  penance  after 
death  for  their  exactions  from  the 
poor  while  living.  The  latter  part  of 
the  route,  after  crossing  the  torrent 
Yerzasca  as  it  winds  alone^  the  W. 
riiore  of  the  lake,  is  delightml,  wind- 
ing amongst  villas  and  chestnut-trees, 
mulberry-trees,  and  vines,  ana  com- 
manding exquisite  views  of  the  lake 
and  mountains.  The  road  though 
hilly  is  excellent,  and  there  is  not  a 
more  beautiful  drive  in  Switzerland. 

Locarno  (Germ.  Luggarus).  (^Tnns: 
Corona,  by  the  lake,  very  fair — atten- 
tive waiter;  Sviszero,  in  the  town,  tole- 
rably eood).  This  is  one  of  the  three 
capitaSi  of  canton  Tessin  ;  it  has  2676 
Inhab.,  and  is  said  to  have  once  con- 
tained many  more,  but  has  decayed 
since  the  15th  century  in  population 
and  prosperity.  It  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  on 
which  it  has  a  little  port,  at  the 
foot  of  the  wooded  cliffs  surmounted 
by  the  church  of  Madonna  del  Sasso, 
the   most   picturesque    of    monastic 

Soups,  ana  near  the  entrance  of 
e  converging  valleys  of  Yerzasca, 
Maggia,  Ozzernone,  and  Centovalli. 
The  people,  the  vegetation,  and 
the  sky  are  all  Italian.  The  groves 
of  orange  and  lemon,  the  tall  white 
steeples  on  the  hill-sides,  and  the 
little  white  chapels  peering  out  from 
among  the  trelUsed  vines,  and  mir- 
rcMred  in  the  glassy  lake,  are  all 
characteristic  features  of  an  Italian 
landscape,  even  though,  as  far  as  fron- 
tier lines  are  concerned,  we  are  still  in 
Switzerland.  The  deposits  of  the  nu- 
merous torrents  here  flowing  into  the 
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lake  have  encroached  considerably 
upon  it,  forming  a  flat  delta.  The  spot 
is  one  of  singular  beauty,  and  greatly 
to  be  preferred  to  Magadino  by  travel- 
lers requiring  tohalt  lor  the  night  near 
the  head  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  pre* 
vious  to  embarking,  or  willing  to  re- 
main there  for  a  few  days  to  explore 
the  neighbouring  valleys. 

The  Government  ffouse,  in  the  midst  of 
a  square  planted  with  shrubberies,  was 
built  by  a  joint-stock  company  for  the 
sittings  of  the  grand  council.  In  the 
old  castle  are  some  antique  rooms  with 
beautiful  wood-carvings.  Here  are 
several  churches  and  4  convents.  The 
Madonna  del  Sas$o,  20  min.  walk  above 
the  town,  is  well  worth  a  vistt.  The 
path  is  formed  into  a  Calvary,  infe- 
rior to  those  at  Domo  d'Ossola  and 
Varallo,  but  beautifully  laid  out  with 
steps  and  paths  cut  in  the  rock.  The 
portico  of  the  church  commands  an 
exquisite  view  over  the  blue  lake,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  whose  winding  course  may 
be  traced  flashing  in  the  sun.  More- 
over its  church  contains  paintings  by 
Luini,  stuccoes,  bas-reliefs,  &c  From 
this  a  footpath  leads  in  10  min.  to  the 
Monte  de  la  Trmitdf  commanding  an 
extensive  panorama.  On  Sunday,  / 
Jan.  9,  1863,  ^  portion  of  the  roof 
of  the  parish  ch.  (S.  Antonio),  being 
loaded  with  snow,  gave  way  under 
the  weight,  fell  upon  the  congregation 
at  prayers,  and  orushed  to  death  47 
persons,  chiefly  women. 

The  market  at  Locarno,  held  once 
a  fortnight,  is  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  neighbouring  valleys,  and 
exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of  cos- 
tumes. 

In  former  days  the  power  and  in- 
tolerance of  the  Romish  priesthood 
acted  prejudicially  to  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  Locarno,  compelling 
those  among  the  citizens  who  had 
adopted  the  Reformed  faith  to  emi- 
gprate.  In  March,  1553,  116  persons, 
including  women  and  children,  who 
had  refused  to  purchase  the  privilege 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
religion,  were  banished  by  a  decree  of 
the  Swiss  Diet,  and  quitted  their 
homes  for  ever.    With  them  went  in- 
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dustry  and  prosperity;  they  settled 
at  Zurich,  transferring  thither  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  which  is  now  of 
such  vast  commercial  importance  to 
that  city.  The  day  after  the  sentence 
of  exile  had  been  pronounced,  the 
papal  nuncio  arrived  with  two  in- 
quisitors: he  indignantly  objected  to 
the  mildness  of  the  sentence,  and 
urged  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  under 
pain  of  the  pope's  displeasure,  to 
couple  with  it  confiscation  of  the  goods 
of  the  heretics,  and  separation  of 
them  from  their  children,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  educated  by  the 
priests.  To  this  demand,  however,  the 
deputies  did  not  yield  obedience.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were 
preached  here  first  by  Beccaria,  a 
pious  Milanese  monk,  about  1534:  he 
was  soon  expelled,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  Val  Misocco. 

There  were  21  convents  in  canton 
Tessin,  but  nearly  all  of  them  are  now 
suppressed.  The  criminal  statistics  of 
the  district  around  Locarno  formerly 
showed  a  large  amount  of  crime  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants. The  neighbouring  valley  of 
Yerzasca  was  in  evil  repute  for  the 
number  of  assassinations  committed 
in  it.  At  certain  seasons,  when  the 
vines  require  pruning,  the  men  wear 
at  their  girdle,  behind,  a  knife  a  foot 
long,  called  fahiuolo — a  very  awkward 
weapon;  but  we  have  been  assured  by 
the  municipal  authorities  that  this 
state  of  thines  is  sreatly  amended. 
However,  political  feeling  still  runs 
high  among  so  hot-blooded  a  people. 
In  1855  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  town,  leader  of  one 
party,  was  deliberately  murdered  by 
two  brothers,  leaders  of  the  other 
party.  The  two  brothers  were  sen- 
tenced to  perpetual  imprisonment; 
but  the  superior  tribunal,  having  de- 
cided "  that  this  crime  ought  not  to 
rank  with  common  offences,"  soon  set 
them  at  liberty. 

The  Val  Maggia  (Germ.  Mayen- 
thal),  which  opens  out  close  to  Lo- 
carno, is  a  very  considerable  val- 
ley with  many  tributaries.  Half  an 
hour's  drive,  on  the  way  to  the  Val 
Maggia,  is  the  Ponte  Brolla^  an  ancient 


and  picturesque  bridge  A  carriage- 
road  has  been  made  to  Cevio  (a  toler- 
able Irai\  in  the  main  valley,  about 
18  m.  from  Locarno,  and  thence  9  m. 
to  Peccia,  through  the  branch  called 
Vol  Laoizzara.  From  /Wtb,  the  high- 
est village  in  that  branch  of  the  v^lleyy 
there  is  a  pass  to  Airolo  in  6  hrs.  The 
pass  of  the  Criner  Furca  from  Cevio  to 
the  Val  Formazza  is  noticed  in  Rte. 
62.  At  the  head  of  the  Val  Ozzer- 
none,  another  tributary  valley,  are  the 
Baths  of  Cr^vcffgia,  said  to  be  service- 
able in  scrofulous  cases  and  in  in- 
ternal obstructions.  The  route  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  by  the  Gentovalli  is 
described  Rte.  112.  These  valleys 
are  rarely  visited  by  strangers. 


ROUTE  114. 

BELLINZONA  TO  LUGANO  AMI)  COUO,  BT 
THE  HONTE  CENERE. 

To  Luffano,  2J  Swiss  post8=20  Eng. 
m.  Although  the  distance  is  so 
small,  it  will  occupy  4  hrs.  Lugano  to 

Como,  2}  posts  =  19  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lugano  (4  fr. 
20),  and  Como  (8  fr.  70). 

This"  road  turns  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  Tessin  at  Cadenazzo  (Rte.  113), 
5  m.  below  Bellinzona,  and  begins 
to  ascend  the  Monte  Cenere,  a 
steep  mountain,  whose  sides,  shady 
with  walnut  and  chesnut  wood,  are 
scaled  by   numerous    zigzags,    com- 
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manding  exquisite  views  of  the  Vale 
of  the  Tessin  and  head  of  Lago  Ma^- 
^ore.  The  top  cannot  he  reached  in 
less  than  2  hrs.  from  Bellinzona  (Ren- 
fort  to  Caserma.)  Even  a  light  car- 
riage must  take  4  post-horses  to  as- 
cend. This  part  oi  the  road  has  long 
been  infested  by  robbers,  and,  not 
long  ago,  the  nignt  diligence,  in  cross- 
ing it,  was  accompanied  by  an  armed 
escort;  but,  since  a  guardhouse  of 
carabineers  has  been  established  on 
the  summit,  there  appears  to  be  less 
danger.  ITrom  the  summit  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  over  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  Laeo  Maggiore.  At  Rivera  the 
road  fSftlls  in  with  the  river  Agno, 
which  rises  about  12  m.  to  the  E.,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Monte  Camoghd,  and 
follows  it  through  Bironico  to  Morone, 
where  it  turns  to  the  1.,  and  again  as- 
cends a  slight  eminence,  whence  an 
interesting  prospect  opens  out  on  the 
opposite  ctescent  towards  Lug^o.  In 
front  expands  its  beautiful  lake,  backed 
by  mountains ;  and,  on  the  rt.,  the 
Monte  Salvadore,  with  the  church  on 
its  conical  summit,  becomes  conspi- 
cuous. 

Lugano  (Germ.  Lends)  (see  Bte.  115) 
is  distant  about  19  m.  from  Como 
(3  hrs.  posting)  and  12  from  Varese: 
the  Lago  di  Como  at  Menaggio,  on 
the  E.,  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs.,  and 
the  Lago  Maggiore  at  Luino  in  less 
(Rte.  115). 

The  road  to  Como  runs  by  the 
water-side,  under  the  Monte  Salva- 
tore.  The  limestone  rocks,  compos- 
ing its  base,  exhibit  a  singular  phe- 
nomenon, highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist  About  10  minutes*  walk 
beyond  the  chapel  of  San  Martino,  a 
compact  smoke -g^ey  limestone  ap- 
pears by  the  road-side,  in  beds  about 
a  foot  thick.  **  The  further  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  find  the  beds  of 
limestone  traversed  by  small  veins, 
lined  with  rhombs  of  dolomite.  As 
we  advance,  the  rock  appears  divided 
by  fissures,  the  stratification  ceases  to 
be  distinct,  and,  where  the  fiice  of  the 
mountain  becomes  perpendicular,  it  is 
found  to  be  formed  entirely  of  dolo- 
mite, which  becomes  gradually  purer 
and  more  white,  untU  a  little  way 


from  Melide,  where  it  is  succeeded  by  a 
dark  augite  porphyry."  The  geolo- 
gist Von  Buch  considered  that  the 
gas  discharged  from  this  latter  igneous 
rock,  at  the  time  when  the  mountain 
was  upheaved  by  volcanic  forces  from 
below,  has  penetrated  the  fissures  of 
the  limestone,  and  changed  the  part  of 
it  nearest  to  the  porphyry  into  dolo- 
mite. The  change  in  colour  and  sub- 
stance, from  a  grey  limestone  into  a 
white  crystalline  marble,  like  loaf- 
sugar,  may  be  easily  traced  in  its  gra- 
dual transition  by  the  road-side.  As- 
cent of  the  Monte  Salvadore.  Set^ 
Rte.  115. 

At  Melide  a  piromontory  projects 
into  the  lake,  from  the  point  of  which 
a  lonff  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
into  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  con- 
nected with  either  shore  by  stone 
bridges — thus  replacing  an  inconve- 
nient ferry,  to  Bissone.  It  cost  more 
than  a  million  francs.  (A  small  toll 
is  paid.)  Melide  is  the  birthplace  of 
Fontana,  the  architect,  who,  in  1586, 
transported  the  Egyptian  obelisk  from 
the  Coliseum  at  Rome,  and  erected  it 
on  the  square  in  front  of  the  Vatican. 

After  a  delightful  ride  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  the  road  quits  it  at 
Capolago,  where  were  2  printing-offices, 
chiefly  of  prohibited  books,  and  com- 
mences a  long  ascent  by 

Mendrisio,  which,  though  a  small 
town  of  1700  Inhab.,  contains  3  con- 
vents and  a  tolerable  Inn,  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  cradle  of  the  once- 
powerful  Milanese  family  Delle  Torre, 
or  Torriani.  The  famous  tower,  from 
which  they  derived  their  name,  was 
destroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  14th 
century.  The  inhabitants  keep  their 
wine  in  caves  in  the  mountains,  which 
form  capital  cellars. 

[From  Mendrisio,  or  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Baiema,  is  the  most  con- 
venient point  for  ascending  the  Monte 
Generoso,  called  also  Monte  Gionnero, 
the  Ri8:i  of  the  Italian  lakes,  and  in 
natural  advantages  no  way  inferior  to 
its  Swiss  rivaL  There  is  this  great 
difierence  between  them— that  on  the 
Rigi  numerous  hotels,  and  a  whole 
army  of  guides,  mules,  and  other  as- 
sistants, await  the  tourist,  while  the  few 
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trftvellers  who  ascend  the  Monte  Gene- 
roso  find  nothing  of  the  sort  There 
is  a  large  dairy-farm,  perhaps  1  hr. 
from  the  top,  on  the  S.E.  side,  where 
milk  and  oread  can  be  had.  A 
mountaineer  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  summit  from  any 
side;  but  the  easiest  way  is  by  the 
Vol  Afwfgio,  which  opens  out  at  the 
village  of  Balema.  Unless  the  tra- 
veller be  well  used  to  rough  quarters, 
he  will  do  better  to  sleep  at  Men- 
drisio,  and  start  2  or  evtfi  3  hrs.  be- 
fore daylight.  There  are  no  regular 
guides,  and  the  best  are  boys  who 
are  used  to  tend  cattle  on  the  moun- 
tains. The  panorama  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  the  entire  oham  of  the  Alps.] 

The  Italian  custom-house  and 
police-office  is  reached  a  little  be- 
yond Chiasso,  and  within  2  miles 
of  constant  descent  of 

CoMa  In  Handbook  for  Korth 
Italt.  Bailway  from  Camerlata  to 
Monza  and  Milan.  Station  1  m.  be- 
fore descending  to  the  town.  Trains 
i  times  a  day. 


ROUTE  116. 

BAYENO  TO  THE  LAKE  OV  OOVO,  BT 
LUIKO  AND  TBB  LAKE  OF  LUOANO. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  agreeable 
mode  of  approaching  the  Lake  of 
Como  and  combining  in  a  single  ex- 
cursion the  finest  portions  of  the  3 
lakes,  Maggiore,  Lugano,  and  Como. 

Travellers  coming  from  Turin  or 
Genoa  may  take  the  steamer  at 
Arona;  those  from  the  St.  Gothard 
may  start  from  Magadinoor  Locarno; 


while  those  who  have  crossed  the 
Simplon,  or  who  arrive  from  the  vsJ- 
leys  of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Lf^e  of 
Orta,  will  make  Baveno  the  point  of 
departure.  In  each  case  they  will 
land  at 

Luino  (Inn:  H.  della  Beccacoia, 
very  fair,  ci%il  people ;  Garibaldi 
made  a  stand  in  this  house  in  1849, 
and  the  walls  still  bear  marks  of 
the  bullets),  a  small  village,  on  the 
E.  shore  of  the  Laeo  M^giore,  the 
birthplace  of  the  pamter  ^rnardino, 
named  after  it  Luini.    A  caleche  with 

2  horses  to  Lugano  costs.  1 5  frs.  There 
is  a  Diligence  daily  at  9  a.m.,  corres- 
ponding with  the  steamers  which  touch 
here  early,  returning  from  Lneano  at 

3  P.M.  A  good  carriage-road  leads 
hence  to  Lugano,  13  or  14  nu,  a  drive 
of  22  hrs.,  ascending,  directly  from  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  the  steep  hills 
behind  Luino,  which  command  a  fine 
prospect.  It  then  follows  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Tresa,  upwards,  at  a  consider- 
able heiffht  above  that  river,  through 
a  beautinil  valley,  crossing  the  Swiss 
frontier  about  3  m.  from  Luino. 

Ponte  Tresa^  a  village  of  365  In- 
habitants, is  named  from  an  old 
wooden  bridge  which  leads  to  the 
rt.,  away  from  our  road,  across  the 
river  into  IximbMdy.  At  the  further 
end  stands  the  Italian  toll  and  cus- 
tom-house ;  and,  on  this  side,  a  Swiss 
toll  is  exacted.  A  proportion  of  the 
cattle  with  which  Iximoardy  is  sup- 
pled bv  Smtaerland,  pass  over  it. 
The  village  is  prettily  situated  on  * 
bay  of  tne  Lago  I^gano,  so  com- 
pletel  V  land-locked  as  to  seem  a  dis- 
tinct lake. 

Another  of  the  winding  reaches  of 
the  lake  stretches  N.  about  half  a  mile 
on  the  £.  of  our  road,  as  far  as 

Agno,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
placed  at  the  spot  where  the  Agno, 
or  Bedagio,  empties  itself  into  the 
lake. 

One  of  the  prettiest  scenes  on  this 
very  picturesque  road  is  that  pre- 
sented by  the  village  and  small  lake 
of  Muxiano,  which  lies  on  the  L  of 
the  road  to 

Lugamo  —  Inns :  H.  du  Pare,  large, 
and  well  situated  on  the  site  of  tne 
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Convent  of  the  Angels;  baths  in  the 
house.  Pension  Belvedere,  kept  by 
the  landlord  of  tiie  H.  du  Fare; 
charges,  in  summer  9  fr.  a  day,  in 
winter  6  f r.— Albergo  Sviazero. 

Lugano,  one  of  the  3  chief  towns  of 
the  canton  Tessin,  and  the  largest, 
most  thriving  in  trade,  and  most  ex- 
tending in  population,  contains  6600 
Inhab.,  and  is  charmingly  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  Lago  Lugano.   It  is 
a  regular  Italian  town  of  dirty  arcaded  1 
streets,  and  deserves  to   be   visited 
only  for  the  beauty  of  its  site  and  i 
the  scenery  of  its  lake.    The  hills  and 
mountains  around  abound  in  all  the 
productions  of  the  luxuriant  vegetation 
of  Italy;  and  numerous  villas  are  scat- 
tered along  its  slopes  and  margin, 
embowered  amon?  vmeyards  and  gar- 
dens, and  backed  by  the  foliage  ofthe 
umbrageous  walnut.     The  principal 
Church,  of  San  Lorenzo,  is  planted  on 
an  eminence,  conmianding  a  fine  view. 
The  fSi^ade  is  richly  adorned  with 
sculpture,  and  is  said  to  be  from  a  de- 
sign of  Bramante.    Near  the  cathedral  | 
is  a  curious  bone-house. 

Close  to  the  H.  du  Pare  is  the  Ch. 
of  Santa  Maria  degli  Angioli,  founded  in 
1499.  containing  remarkable  paintings 
in  fresco  by  Bernardino  Lvini;  a  Cru- 
cifixion of  large  size  and  many  figures 
covering  the  wall  which  divides  the 
choir  from  the-  body  of  the  ch.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  works  of  the  Lombard 
school  It  is  flanked  by  figures,  life- 
size,  of  S.  Sebastian  and  S.  Roch 
(?  a  portrait  of  Luini)  :  observe 
the  angel  and  the  devil  extracting 
the  souls  from  the  mouth  of  the 
two  thieves  1  A  Madonna  with  the 
2  children,  in  fresco,  removed  to  a  side- 
chapel  on  the  rt.,  is  a  work  of  great 
beauty  and  refinement;  the  Last 
Supper,  in  8  compartments.  These 
pamtings  were  almost  the  last  works 
of  Luini  executed  before  his  death, 

1530. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  pwrvions 
to  the  year  1200  ;  the.  former  Bishop*8 
Palace  in  1346.  There  is  a  Theatre 
here. 

The  Giardino  Ciani,  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  contains  a  statue,  La  De- 
ftolazione,  by  Yincenzo  YeU,  a  Swiss 


sculptor,  who  modelled  the  statue  of 
Wm.  Tell  on  the  fountain  before  the 
H.  du  Pare. 

The  landlord  of  the  Park  Hotel 
has  an  English  clergyman  residing 
with  him  in  summer,  who  performs  on 
Sundays  the  English  church-service. 

DUijence  daily  to  Luino,  to  Bellin- 
zona,  and  to  Como  (Camerlata 
Stat.).  Steamers  on  the  Lago  Lugano 
to  Capo  di  Lago  and  to  Porlezsa  daily. 
Therd  are  considerable  factories  for 
throwing  silk  grown  in  canton  Tessin; 
and  Lugano  uirther  derives  activity 
and  prosperity  from  being  the  entre- 
pdt  of  goods  shipped  across  the  lake 
from  Italy,  to  be  transported  over  the 
Alps,  and  mice  versA,  A  large  fair  is 
held  here  on  the  9th  October. 

Monte  Caprino,  —  The  mountain 
opposite  Lugano  is  penetrated  by 
natural  grottoes,  which  have  been 
converted  into  cellars,  called  Cantine* 
Numerous  small  houses  are  built  over 
them  ;  so  that  at  a  distance  they  have 
the  appearance  of  a  village.  These 
are  much  resorted  to  in  summer 
by  the  townspeople  on  account  of 
their  coolness. 

One  ofthe  chief  objects  of  interest  at 
Lugano  is  the  panorama  of  the  Alps 
from  the  top  of  Monte  Sahadore.  Time  in 
ascending  from  the  hotel  to  a  turning  out 
of  high  road  into  a  char-road  15  min.; 
sharp  ascent  of  20  min.  to  a  bad  mule 
path;  from  thence  50  min.  to  the  sum- 
mit, 2682  ft.  above  the  sea-level.   The 
slope  is  covered  with  cyclamen.    This 
mountain,  wooded  nearly  to  the  top, 
forms  a  promontory,  washed  on  two 
I  sides  by  the  Lake  of  Lugano.    The 
view  extends  over"  numerous   other 
lakes,  and  is  bounded  by  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps.    The  distant  pros- 
pect cannot  be  compared  with  that 
from  the  Motterone,or,  better still,from 
the  Monte  Generoso,  as  it  is  limited 
in  many  directions    by    intervening 
summits;  but  the  view  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  chain,  and  the  glimpses  of  more 
distant  snowy  Alps,  heighten  the  effect 
of  the  beautiful  scenery  near  at  hand. 
On  the  summit  is  a  pilgrimage  chapel. 
The  entire    excursion   takes  3   hrs. 
I  good  walking,  or  4  on  horseback.  The 
!  charge  for  a  horse  or  mule  is  6  &•• 
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but  more  is  often  demanded,  and  a 
present  (hiionamano)  to  the  guide  is  ex- 
pected. It  is  a  good  plan  for  ladies 
to  take  a  carriage  to  the  beginnins^  of 
the  mule-path,  and  let  it  await  their 
return,  while  they  climb  the  hill  on 
foot.    For  the  geology  see  Rte.  1 14. 

^  Monte  Salvadore  stands  amid  the 
intricacies  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 
and  is,  from  a  hundred  points  of  view, 
its  principal  ornament— rising  to  a 
heignt  of  2000  ft,  and,  on  one  side, 
nearly  perpendicular.  The  ascent  is 
toilsome,  but  the  traveller  who  per- 
forms it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
dazzling  waters,  seclusion  and  con- 
finement of  view  contrasted  with  sea- 
like extent  of  plain,  fading  into  the 
sky — and  this  again,  in  an  opposite 
quarter,  with  an  horizon  of  the  lof- 
tiest and  boldest  Alps — unite  in  com- 
posing a  prospect  more  diversified  by 
magnificence,  beauty,  and  sublimity 
than  perhaps  any  other  point  in  Eu- 
rope, of  so  inconsiderable  an  elevation, 
commands.** —  Wordsworth, 

The  Lago  Lftgano  (called  also  Cere' 
sio)  is  exceedingly  irregular  in  shape, 
making  several  very  acute  bends,  so 
that  the  conspicuous  mountain  Salva- 
dore stands  on  a  promontory,  washed 
on  two  sides  by  its  waters  :  its  great- 
est length  is  about  20  m.  Its  E.  and 
W.,  and  one  of  its  S.  arms,  terminate 
in  the  Lombard  territory. 

The  scenery  of  this  lake  is  sur- 
passingly beautiful,  and  has  a  cha- 
racter distinct  from  that  of  its  two 
neighbours,  Como  and  Maggiore,  in 
bein^  more  rugged  and  unculti- 
vated. It  at  the  same  time  presents 
g^at  variety  ;  near  Lugano  its  shores 
are  as  smiling,  as  frequently  speckled 
with  white  villas  and  churches,  and  as 
richly  fringed  with  vines,  fig-trees, 
and  walnut-groves,  as  the  more  gar- 
d«i-Uke  borders  of  the  Lago  di  Como  ; 
but,  in  penetrating  its  E.  bay  from 
Lugano  to  Forlezza,  the  mountains 
gradually  assume  a  more  wild  and 
precipitous  outline,  and  the  darker 
tints  of  the  rock  and  oak  copse  fur- 
nish the  predominating  colour. 

Steamer  from  Capo  di  I^ago  to  Lu- 
gano, and  Lugano  to  Porlezza.  Those 


who  wish  to  eigoy  the  scenery  at  their 
leisure  will  prefer  a  row-boat — charge 
with  1  rower  7  fr.,  with  2  rowers 
12  fr. 

Porlezza  lies  within  the  Lombard 
frontier.  Chars  may  be  hired  here 
to  go  to  Menaggio.  The  road  tra- 
verses a  very  pretty  valley,  passing 
on  the  rt.  the  little  lake  of  Piano. 
It  is  a  walk  of  about  2  hrs.  (carriage 
10  or  12  fr.)  to  reach 

Menaggio  (lrm.\  Corona),  an  unim- 

E>rtant  village  on  the  W.  shore  of  the 
ago  di  Como.  Near  it  is  the  Villa 
Vigoni,  formerly  Mylius,  with  some 
good  statues.  The  pedestrian,  with 
a  guide,  may  reach  Cadenabbia  or  La 
lliiuljolica  without  descending  to  Me- 
naggio. The  path  is  rough,  but  the 
scenery  beautifuL  Excellent  Hotels 
are  the  Bellevue  at  CadenMiay  and 
the  good  and  quiet  Hotel  de  la  Ville 
de  Milan  at  La  Majolica^  close  to 
which  the  steamers  stop. 


LAKE  OF  COMO. 

From  the  hill  above  Menageio,  on 
the  Porlezza  road,  the  traveller  ob- 
tains his  first  view  of  the  lake  of 
Como,  at  perhaps  the  most  beautiful 
point  of  tnis  most  beautiful  of  the 
Italian  lakes. 

The  Lake  of  Como,  called  by  the 
ancients  Lacus  Larnu  (te  Lari  Max- 
ume  ! —  V«r^.),  is  about  40  miles  long, 
from  N.  to  S.  Its  S.  extremity  is 
divided  into  two  branches  by  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio  ;  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  these  bays  lies  Como 
(Comum),  the  birthplace  of  Pliny 
and  Yolta  ;  and,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  other,  on  the  E.,  Lecco.  The  chief 
feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda,  which 
enters  it  at  the  N.,  and  flows  out  at 
Lecco.  Taken  altogether,  it  perhaps 
surpasses  in  beauty  of  scenery,  and  m 
the  richness  of  its  vegetation,  every 
other  lake  in  Italy.  It  enjoys  a  clas- 
sicsd  reputation,  as  the  residence  of  the 
two  Plinys,  and  the  scene  of  the  scien- 
tific researches  of  the  elder  Pliny,  the 
naturalist.      Claudian  describes  the 
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Toyage  up  the  lake  in  the  following 
elegant  lines  : — 

**  Flratinaa  umbr(M&  qnfi  vestit  littus  olivi 
Lariiu,  et  dulci  mentitur  Nerea  fluctu, 
Pkira  puppe  lacum  piwtervolat,  ociiu  Inde 
8candit  inaccesMs  bromali  aidere  montea." 

Still  better  is  the  following  by  the 
author  of  *  Philip  van  Artevelde  :' — 

*'  Sublime,  but  neither  bleak  nor  bare. 

Nor  mistv  are  the  mountains  there. 

Softly  soblime— proAuelv  fUr, 

Up  to  their  aummita  clotaed  in  grMO. 

And  frnitful  aa  the  valea  between. 
They  lishtly  riae. 
And  scale  the  skies. 

And  groves  and  gardens  still  abonnd ; 
For  where  no  ahoot 
Conld  else  take  root 

The  peaka  are  shelved,  and  terraced  round. 
Earthward  appear  in  mingled  growth 

The  mulberry  and  maise,  above 
The  trellis'd  Tine  extenda  to  both 

The  leafy  shade  they  love. 
Looks  out  the  white-wall'd  cottage  here, 
The  lowly  chapel  rises  near; 
Far  down  the  foot  must  roam  to  reach 
The  lovely  lake  and  bending  beach ; 
While  chesnut  green  and  olive  gray 
Chequer  the  steep  and  winding  way." 

To  describe  all  the  objects  of  interest 
on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  ex- 
cursions which  may  be  made  among 
the  surrounding  mountains  and  valleys, 
would  fill  a  moderate  volume.  The 
majority  of  visitors,  however,  content 
themselves  with  the  immediate  shores 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  lake,  and 
with  the  exquisite  views  which  they 
obtain  without  labour  from  the  boat  or 
steamer  on  the  lake. 

The  proper  fare  for  a  row-boat  is 
1  fr.  an  hour  for  each  boatman.  When 
time  is  not  an  object  and  the  weather 
is  settled  one  boatman  is  enough. 
In  fine  weather  during  summer  the 
winds  are  invariable :  from  sunrise  to 
10  or  11  a  gentle  breeze,  N.,  or  down 
the  lake :  calm  for  an  hour  or  two  till 
past  12,  when  a  gentle  breeze,  S.,  or 
up  the  lake,  rises,  and  continues  till 
sunset,  after  which  a  dead  calm  till 
sunrise.  Boats  avail  themselves  of 
this,  and  wait  for  wind  as  a  river 
barge  waits  for  tide.  As  a  general 
rule  the  surface  of  the  lake  is  but 
slightly  furrowed ;  sudden  storms  are, 
however,  not  rare,  and  the  violent 
squalls  that  sometimes  sweep  down  the 
lake  are  dangerous  to  inexperienced 
boatmen.   Several  fotal  accidents  have 


happened  to  foreign  visitors.  The 
boats  are  most  picturesque,  and  exactly 
resemble  those  depicted  by  old  painters. 
They  are  not  so  slow  as  their  appear  • 
ance  would  lead  one  to  expect. 

The  principal  places  on  the  E.  shore 
of  the  lake  are  noticed  iu  Rte.  116.  The 
following  are  the  chief  places  on  the 
W.  shore  and  on  the  Como  branch  of 
the  lake,  commencing  at  the  N.  end. 

Doinaso,  nearly  opposite  to  Colico. 
From  hence  there  is  a  pass  into  the 
Val  Misocco,  and  another  over  the 
Jorio  Pass  (about  7000  ft.)  to  Bellin- 
zona  in  6  hrs.     2  m.  from  hence  is 

Oravedona,  a    large    and   populous 
village  with  a  church  of  the  13th  cent., 
containing  some  ancient  Christian  in- 
scriptions from  an  earlier  building. 
Dongo,  and 

MussOj  have  little  of  interest. 
Rezzonico  has  the  remains  of  a  13th 
cent,  stronghold,  lately  purchased  by 
the  Duke  Litta.  The  boatmen  here 
have  the  name  of  being  the  best  on 
the  lake,  and  will  venture  out  when 
others  dare  not  put  out  to  meet  the 
steamer. 

Menaggio  has  been  already  noticed. 
La  Majolica^  in  a  woody  situation, 
200  yards  from  the  steamer's  landing- 
place  at  Cadenabbia,  consists  of  but  3 
or  4  houses  close  to  the  lake.  One  is  the 
excellent  "^Hatel  de  la  Ville  de  Milan, 
one  of  the  best  on  the  lake  ;  pension 
7  fr.  a  day  exclusive  of  attendance. 
A  short  walk  with  a  gentle  ascent 
leads  to  the  church  of  La  Madonna  di 
San  ifartino,  perched  upon  a  shelf  of 
rock  overhanging  the  lake  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view.  A  longer 
excursion,  which  may  be  made  from 
hence  or  from  Cadenabbia,  is  the 
ascent  of  the  Monte  Crocione.  There 
is  a  circuitous  path  by  which  mules 
may  (?)  reach  the  summit,  but  the 
direct  way  is  steep  and  fatiguing,  and 
at  the  top  the  grass  is  even  dangerously 
slippery.  The  finest  view  is  not  that 
from  the  N.  point  where  stands  a  large 
wooden  cross,  but  from  another  summit 
farther  W.  The  view,  though  of  course 
very  fine,  is  not  equal  to  those  from 
the  Monte  Generoso,  the  Legnone,  or 
the  Como  di  Canzo. 

Cadenablna    {Inns:    Bellevne,  very 
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good,  clean  and  comfortable,  cooler 
tban  Bellaggio,  English  service; 
Belle  lie,  also  well  spoken  of),  a 
place  of  great  resort  -with  the  Mi- 
lanese in  summer.  Close  to  Cadenab- 
bia  is  the  Villa  Carlotta,  formerly 
Sommariva  (belonging  to  the  Duke 
of  Meiningen),  among  terraces  bor- 
dered with  myrtle  hedges  20  ft.  high. 
This  place  contains  the  Amove  e  Psyche, 
and  other  works  of  Canova,  and,  above 
all,  ThoncaldscrCs  grand  bas-relief,  the 
Triumph  of  Alexander,  executed  for 
Napoleon  when  Emperor,  and  designed 
by  him  to  decorate  the  Simplon  arch 
at  Milan. 

Opposite  to  Cadenabbia  extends  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio. 

Belloffgio.  (Inns:  H.  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  built  against  the  hills,  with 
gardens  and  excellent  view  ;  first-rate 
m  comfort,  cleanliness,  and  propriety ; 
and  has  an  English  chapel.  It  is  ad- 
mirably kept  by  M.  and  Mdme.  An- 
tonio Mella ; — H.  Genazzini ;  H.  and 
Pension  de  Florence.)  This  is  a 
delightful  spot,  commanding  noble 
views  over  the  lake.  The  prospect 
is  triple,  extending  upwards,  as  well 
as  down  towards  Como  and  Lecco. 
The  best  points  for  enjoying  it  are  the 
terraces  and  delightful  garaens  of  the 
Villa  Serbelloni  above  the  village. 

The  Villa  Mclzi,  another  palace,  is 
elegantly  fitted.  It  has  fine  works  of 
art—statues,  busts,  a  portrait  of  Na- 
poleon; chiefly  visitea  on  account  of 
Its  beautiful  flower-garden,  abounding 
in  tropical  plants,  rare  pines,  &c. 

The  Villa  Giulia  belongs  to  the  King 
of  the  Belgians.  It  is  not  shown  to 
strangers. 

There  arc  other  villas  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  which  the  boatmen  will 
take  visitors.  They  all  have  their 
state-rooms,  but  are  principally  re- 
markable for  the  luxuriance  with 
which  English  green-house  plants 
flourish  in  the  open  air. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como ;  the  shores 
are  literally  speckled  with  villages 
and  with  white  villas,  the  summer 
resort  of  the  Milanese  gentry  during 
the  season  of  the  Villeggiatura. 


The  village  seen  on  the  W.  shore, 
immediately  after  leaving  Cadenab- 
bia, 18 

TrevMzzo,  with  a  second-rate  /«n. 
Beyond  this  a  rocky  promontory  stands 
out  into  the  lake ;  its  rounded  summit 
is  laid  out  as  pleasure-ground,  and 
near  the  point  is  the  fine  Villa  Balbia- 
nello,  belonging  to  Count  Arcouati.  A 
few  miles  farther  on  the  same  side  is 

Arffegno,  at  the  opening  of  the  Val 
Intelvi,  From  hence  the  Monte  Ge- 
neroso  (Rte.  114)  may  conveniently 
be  ascended.    Nearly  opposite  is 

Nesso;  above  it,  in  a  narrow  ravine 
called  the  Onido  di  Nesso,  is  a  water- 
fall not  worth  a  visit  from  those  who 
have  seen  the  Alps.  About  7  m. 
farther,  also  on  the  E.  shore,  is  la 
Pliniana,  now  the  property  of  Mar- 
chesa  Trotti,  a  square  building,  so 
called,  not  because  Pliny  lived  here, 
but  because  an  intermittent  spring, 
rising  behind  it,  is  asserted  to  be  the 
one  minutely  described  by  him.  The 
Villa  Lenno  is  supposed  to  stand  on 
the  site  of  Pliny*s  Villa,  which,  from 
its  sombre  situation,  he  called  2Va- 
gedia;  an  opinion  confirmed  by  the 
discovery  of  broken  columns,  &c.,  in 
the  lake. 

Nearly  opposite  is  the  hamlet  of 
MoltrasiOf  which  also  boasts  its  water- 
fall ;  near  to  it  is  the  large  Villa  Pas- 
salacqita;  and  on  the  opposite  or  E. 
shore,  on  a  projecting  point,  is  the 
picturesque  village  of  Tamo,  Thence 
to  Como,  wherever  the  slope  of  the 
mountain  is  not  too  steep,  villas  con- 
stantly succeed  each  other.  Those  of 
Madame  Taelioui  the  opera  dancer, 
of  Prince  Trubetzkoi,  of  Madame 
Pasta  the  singer,  and  of  Count  Ta- 
vema,  are  amongst  the  must  notice- 
able. These  villas,  like  all  the  places 
on  the  E.  shore  of  this  branch  of  the 
lake,  are  accessible  only  by  water,  or 
by  an  exceedingly  rough  path,  fit 
only  for  mountaineers. 

On  the  W.  shore,  about  2J  m.  from 
Como,  is 

Cemobbio,  Inn :  La  Regina  d'lnghil- 
terra,  a  large  and  most  comfortable 
hotel,  admirable  in  cleanliness,  good 
management,  and  in  situation,  close  to 
the  le^e.    It  is  very  good  and  pleasant 
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▼inter  quarters.  Adjoining  it  is  the 
Villa  d^Este,  for  sometime  the  residence 
of  the  late  Queen  Caroline.  The  Monte 
Bisbino,  which  rises  N,  of  the  hotel, 
and  may  be  ascended  in  2^  hrs.,  com- 
mauds  an  admirable  view.  There  is 
a  good  carriage-road  to  Como,  and 
omnibus  to  Como,  i  hr.  drive,  and  to 
Camerlata  Stat.  On  the  way  is  passed 
the  Villa  Raitnondi^  one  of  the  largest 
on  the  lake. 

CoHo.  —  /ww ;  Angelo,  close  to 
the  steamboat  quay,  good;  Italia: 
neither  of  them  comparable  to  the 
hotel  at  Cemobbio.  See  Cathedral, 
Kum.  (1396);  its  Baptistery  a  design 
of  Bramante's ;  3  paintings  by  Luiui. 
Broletto  (town-hall),  13th  ceniy.,  on 
arches.  These  buildings  are  of  mar- 
ble, in  stripes.  For  a  description  of 
this  very  interesting  town  see  Hand- 
book FOR  N.  Italy. 

Travellers  bound  for  Milan  should 

not  forget  that  thej-ly.  stat.  is  at 

Camerlata,  1)  m.  up  hill   (omnibus 

in  20  min.).    The  antiquary  should 

not  omit  to  visit  the  church  of  8, 

Ahhondiot  about  a  mile  out  of  the  town, 

an  extremely  curious  church  of  the 

10th  centy.,  in  excellent  preservation. 

The  villages  by  the  lake  and  the  scat- 
tered hamlets  on  ihe  mountains  are 

believed  to  contain  many  remains  of 

early  middle-age  architecture  which 

would  well  repay  careful  investigation. 

When  staying  on  the  shores  of  the 

Lake  of  Como  or  L.  Maggiore  the  gas- 
tronomer should  not  fail  to  inquire  for 

agoni^  a  sort  of  small  and  delicate  iish 

of  the  Uierring  tribe,  highly  approved 
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CHIAVENNA  TO  LECOO. 

Eng.  m. 
ChUvenmu 

Biva 9 

Colico 9 

Varenaa IL 

Leooo 15 

The  high-road  connecting  the  pass  of 
the  Spliigen  with  Milan  runs  through 
the  valley  of  the  Maira  or  Mera,  and 
is*  thence  carried  alone  the  E.  shore 
of  the  L.  ik  Como  to  Lecco.  A  dili* 
genoe  leaves  Cbiavenna  ^  hour  after 
midnight  and  reaches  Lecco  about  7 ; 
from  thence  it  soes  on  to  the  rly.  stat. 
at  Mottza,  arriving  in  time  for  the  train 
which  reaches  Milan  at  10  o'clock. 
There  is  also  an  omnibus  from  Cbia- 
venna to  meet  the  lake  steamer  at 
Colico.  Below  Chiaveima  (Kte.  87) 
the  valley  of  the  Maira  is  flat  and 
marshy  till  it  reaches 

i^ttxz,  near  the  N.  extremity  of  the 
Lago  Mezzola,  called  also  Lago  di 
Biva.  It  is  a  most  picturesque  small 
lake,  so  walled  in  bv  mountains  that, 
until  a  few  years,  there  was  no  road 
by  the  side  of  it,  and  travellers  were 
carried  across  it  in  flat  barges  by  a 
tedious  navigation,  rendered  difficult 
and  intricate  by  the  annually  in- 
encasing  deposits  of  mud,  which  form 
shoals  between  this  lake  and  that  of 
Como,  and  prevent  the  steamboat  as* 
cending  to  Riva.  The  naked  and 
savage  mountains  around  have  a  very 
peculiar  outline.  Their  sides  are  fur- 
rowed with  ravines,  down  which  furi- 
ous torrents  precipitate  themselves  at 
some  seasons,  strewing  the  margin  of 
the  lake  with  wreck.  The  engineers 
who  constructed  the  capital  new  road, 
finished  in  1835,  experienced  the  great* 
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est  obstacles  in  crossing  the  d^ris  at 
the  mouth  of  these  raviues.  The 
Codera,  one  of  the  most  farious  tor- 
rents, spreads  out  its  waste  of  rocks 
and  gravel  in  the  shape  of  a  fan,  for  a 
breadth  of  at  least  half  a  mile.  This 
river  at  ordinary  times  trickles  through 
the  stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets, 
crossed  by  wooden  bridges,  under 
which  the  water  is  turned  by  the 
construction  of  artificial  canals,  flanked 
by  wedge-shaped  dams  and  dykes. 
After  traversing  this  desolate  space 
the  road  is  carried  through  two  galle- 
ries excavated  in  the  rock,  and  soon 
after  emerges  upon  the  delta  of  the 
river  Adda, .flawing,  from  the  K,  out 
of  the  Valteline  into  the  lake  of  Como. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  lake 
originally  bathed  the  feet  of  the  moun- 
tain on  this  side ;  but,  in  the  course  of 
ages,  the  deposits  brought  down  by 
the  Adda  and  Maira  have  so  hr  en- 
croached on  it  as  to  form  an  extensive 
plain  of  swamp  and  morass,  through 
which  the  river  Adda  now  winds. 
The  new  causeway  stretches  in  a 
straight  line  across  this  morass,  passing 
the  Adda  upon  a  long  wooden  bridge, 
too  narrow  for  more  than  one  carriage 
at  a  time.  Near  the  centre  of  the 
plain  the  great  road  to  the  Stelvio 
branches  off  on  the  1.  (See  Handbook 
lOR  South  Obbhant.)  The  Spanish 
Fort  Fuentes,  built  1603,  as  the  key  of 
the  Valteline,  on  a  rock,  once,  perhaps, 
an  island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Adda, 
is  left  on  the  rt.,  and  the  margin  of 
the  lake  of  Como  is  reached  at 

Co/tco,  a  village  situated  under  the 
Monte  Legnone,  immediately  S.  of  the 
embouchure  of  the  Adda.  It  is  less 
unwholesome  than  formerly,  owing  to 
the  drainage  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
marsh-hmd.  It  is  not,  however^  a  good 
halting-place;  the  indifferent  /nita, 
Air  Isola  Bella  and  Angelo,  are  poor 
and  not  clean. 

Steamboats  fh>m  Como  arrive  off 
Colico  everv  day,  about  noon,  and  re- 
turn in  half  an  hour.  On  some  days 
in  the  week. there  is  also  a  steamer 
early  in  the  morning.  They  will  em- 
bark or  disembark  a  carriage ;  fare, 
flrst  class,  3  frs.  Boats  may  at  all 
limes  b«  hired  here  to  cross  or  descend 


the  lake,  but  they  are  dear,  and  are 
scarcely  safe  ibr  carriages. 

Diligences  daily — to  Bormio  Baths 
at  the  foot  of  the  Stelvio,  passing 
through  Sondrio;  to  Milan,  across 
the  Splugen. 

For  Bellaggio  and  the  villas  on  the 
Lake,  see  Rte.  1 1 5. 

[Colico  is  the  best  point  from  whence 
to  undertake  the  ascent  of  the  Legwme 
(about  8600  Eng.  ft.),  the  highest 
mountain  rising  from  the  shores  of  the 
lake.  It  is  a  long  and  ftitiguing  day's 
work,  but  the  view  from  the  summit 
when  clear,  which  is  not  very  com- 
monly the  case,  must  be  of  the  highest 
orderj  About  half  way  to  Varenna 
is  Corenno,  near  the  opening  of  the 
Val  Varrone,  from  whence  the  ascent  of 
the  Legnone  is  also  practicable.  The 
whole  road  from  Colico  to  Varenna  is 
a  remarkable  specimen  of  engineering 
for  the  time  when  it  was  constructeiL 
In  several  places  the  mountains  de- 
scend so  steeply  into  the  lake  that  it 
was  necessary  to  carry  the  road 
through  tunnels  excavatea  in  the  solid 
rock.     9  m.  fhmi  Colico  is 

Bellano,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Picvema, 
the  stream  from  the  Val  Saasina,  a  beau- 
tiful valley,  through  which  the  pedes- 
trian who  has  already  seen  the  lake 
may  reach  Lecco  in  6  or  7  brs.,  passing 
IntrobbiOf  the  principal  village  of  the 
valley,  where  there  is  a  tolerable  Inn. 
On  the  slope  of  the  mountain  above 
Bellano,  and  about  500  ft.  above  the 
lake,  is  the  Hydropathic  Ettahlishmcnt 
of  KegoUdo,  much  frequented  both  by 
Milanese  and  bv  foreigners.  It  is  said 
to  be  well  conducted. 

Varenna  (^Trma:  Albereo  Reale,  di 
Marcionni,  on  lake,  good  and  clean), 
the  best  stopping  place  on  the  £.  side 
of  the  lake.  Visit  the  remarkable  gal- 
leries near  it,  excavated  in  the  solid 
rock,  to  allow  that  magnificent  Ro<id 
to  the  Stelvio  Pass  to  traverse  the  £. 
shore  of  the  lake.  Pleasant  walks  up 
the  mountain  behind,  to  the  Castle,  to 
Perleda,  and  along  the  brow  of  the 
hill  to  the  Cascade  Fiume  de  Latte — 
extensive  view. 

A  very  interesting  expedition  for  a 
mountaineer  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Grigni  or  Monte  Oodme  (7986  ft),  the 
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rugged  range  which  in  tier  oTer  tier  of 
dolomite  precipices  orerhangs  the  S.E. 
branch  of  the  lake,  commonly  called 
the  Lago  di  Lecco.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  to  find  the  way  without  a 
guide,  as  the  mountain  is  not  seen  for 
a  great  part  of  the  way.  The  best 
plan  is  to  go  first  from  Varenna  to  the 
Tillage  of  Gsine,  and  there  inquire  for 
a  shepherd  boy  who  knows  the  moun- 
tain and  will  serve  as  guide.  The  way 
to  the  summit  presents  the  utmost 
variety  of  beautirul  and  wild  scenery. 
Food  should  be  taken,  as  none  will  be 
found,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  allow 
13  or  14  hrs.y  inclusive  of  stoppages. 
4n  easier  but  less  interesting  way  to 
reach  the  summit  is  by  ascending  the 
steep  eastern  side  from  near  Introbbio. 
It  would  be  best  to  combine  both, 
ascending  from  Introbbio,  and  de- 
scending to  Varenna ;  but  it  would  not 
be  easy  to  find  a  guide  acquainted 
with  both  sides  of  the  mountam. 

Steamers  ply  on  the  S.E.  branch,  or 
Lake  of  Lecco,  only  on  Saturdays,  but 
the  scenery  will  be  more  fully  enjoyed 
from  a  boat  The  character  of  this 
part  of  the  lake  is  very  diffi*rent  from 
the  rest,  being  far  wilder  and  more 
rugged. 

About  half-way  to  Lecco  is  Man- 
deliot  at  the  mouth  of  a  torrent  de- 
scending from  the  Grigna.  By  fol- 
lowing this  torrent  an  enterprising 
cragsman  may  reach  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  but  it  is  not  an  excur^ 
sion  for  ordinary  travellers.  About  15 
£ng.  m.  from  Varenna  is 

Legco.  (See  Handbook  fOB 
MoBTBEBN  Italy.) 
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AROKA  TO  YARA^LLO,  IK  THE  VAL  SE8IA. 

£ag.m. 
Arona. 
Rorgomanero   .    •    •    •    .    6 

Romagnano Ik 

RorgoSeaia 7^ 

Varallo  .......    6 

Altogether    5    hours'  drive    from 
Arona  to  YaraUo. 
Omnibus  daUy. 

Borgomdn&ro  is  a  large  well-built 
town  in  the  direct  road  to  Yercelli  and 
Turin,  from  Arona.  [From  Borgoma- 
nero  Tno  post-horses)  a  ffood  carriage 
road  lies  through  the  village  of  Goz- 
zano  to  Buccione,  a  village  at  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Orta,  which  may 
be  reached  in  an  hour  from  Borgoma* 
Aero.  A  new  road  has  also  been  made 
from  Arona  to  Orta,  avoiding  the  di- 
tour  by  Borgomanero.  The  scenery 
on  the  road,  especially  the  approach 
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to  the  lake  of  Orta  (Rte.  118),  is  very 
fine.  At  Buccione  boats  may  be  had 
to  Omegna  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
lake,  distant  9  m. ;  or  to  Orta.] 

From  Borgomanero  there  is  an 
excellent  road  to  the  little  town  of 
Jiotnagnano  on  the  Sesia  (^fntif  La 
Fosta),  remarkable  as  the  spot  where 
Bayard — sans  peur  et  aans  repi-oche — 
received  his  death-wound  while  pro- 
tecting the  rear  of  the  French  under 
Bonnivet  in  their  retreat  across  the 
Alps,  April  20,  1524.  From  Romag- 
nano  the  road  up  the  course  of  the 
Sesia  is  singularly  beautiful ;  the 
mountains  as  they  are  approached 
offer  richly  wooded  slopes,  and  the 
masses  are  relieved  by  castles, 
churches,  and  oratories.  The  vege- 
tation is  most  luxuriant ;  several 
villages  are  passed. 

The  principal  place  before  arriving 
at  Varallo  is  Borgo  Sesia  ;  here  the 
valley  becomes  narrower,  and  the  road 
offers  some  striking  scenes,  though 
the  range  of  view  is  more  limited  in 
the  narrow  parts  of  the  Val  Sesia.  It 
opens  again  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Varallo*  Inns :  Albergo  dltalia— 
eood ;  dinner,  3^  fr.;  bed,  2  fir.; 
breakfast,  1^  fr.  La  Poste,  fine  view, 
equally  good.  Falcone  Nero,  an 
Italian  trattoria.  There  is  need  of 
many  inns  to  provide  for  the  bodily 
wants  of  the  pilgrim  visitors  to  the 
Sacro  Monte,  who,  especially  on  the 
Festas  of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as 
devotees.  The  situation  of  this  town, 
and  the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated 
Sacro  Monte — La  Nuova  Oenisalemme 
nel  Sacro  Monte  di  Varallo,  as  the 
guide-book  calls  this  extraordinary 
place  of  pilgrimage — ^present  singular 
and  interesting  scenes,  which  no  one 
who  has  the  means  should  neglect  to 
visit.  Its  old  houses  and  richly 
wooded  slopes  form  a  tableau  that 
few  sketchers  foil  to  possess. 

The  *  Sacro  Monte  rises  immediately 
above  the  town,  and  is  accessible  by  a 
paved  path,  which  winds  up  the  side 
of  the  hiU,  and  offers  from  every  turn 
picturesque  and  beautiful  scenes. 

In  the  fine  CA.  of  8,  Ffancvtoo,  at  the 


foot  of  the  S.  Monte,  are  some  admirable 
works  by  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  pupil 
and  companion  of  Raphael,  executed 
after  his  return  from  Rome,  1510-13. 
The  whole  wall  dividing  the  nave  from 
the  choir  (the  passage  from  one  to 
the  other  being  only  through  a  small 
arch)  is  painted  by  him  in  fresco,  in 
iO  compartments,  representing  events 
in  our  Saviour's  history — the  central 
and  largest  being  the  Crucifixion. 
They  are  all  most  carefully  executed, 
and  are  among  the  best  works  of  the 
master,  serving  to  illustrate  his  po- 
sttion  in  Italian  art.  In  a  side  chapel 
(rt)  are  alao  2  frescoes  by  him — Oie 
Circumcision  and  the  Dispute  with 
the  Doctors;  not  so  good.  In  the 
cloister  is  a  Pieti;  and  m  the  Sacristy 
a  Virgin  and  saints,  on  wood,  by 
Giovenone  his  master,  much  injured. 

In  the  Ch.  of  SU  Gaiidentio  is  a 
fine  altarpiece  on  panel  by  G.Fer- 
rari. 

The  hiU  of  the  Sacro  Monte  is 
covered  with  a  series  of  50  chapels  or 
oratories,  containing  groups  of  figures 
modelled  in  terra-cotta,  painted  and 
clothed.  They  chiefly  represent  some 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  history 
of  Christ,  in  the  order  of  their  occur- 
rence. These  structures  are  never 
entered;  they  are  merely  frames  or 
cases  for  the  subjects  grouped  within 
them,  seen  from  2  or  3  peep-holes  in 
front,  like  those  in  the  raree-shows. 
As  works  of  art  the  greater  number 
are  very  indifferent.  A  few,  on  the 
contrary,  by  Gaudenzio  and  his 
pupils,  contain  works  of  the  high<;st 
merit,  and  to  these  the  attention  of 
every  traveller  of  taste  is  speciallv  in- 
vited. He  will  be  sorry  to  miss  them, 
as  he  might  easily  do,  in  passing 
rapidly  along  the  mass  of  rubbish. 
Externally,  these  oratories  are  rich  in 
the  architectural  display  of  fe^ades, 
porticos,  domes,  &c. :  the  figures  with- 
in are  the  size  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of  the 
numbers  of  the  chapels. 

1.*  The  Fall  of  Man.  Adam  and  Eve 
are  seen  amidst  animals  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,  from^  the  ele- 
phant to  the  rabbit. 


Pied*-  4r  Savoy. 
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2.  The  Annimciation.     The  series 

which  refer  to  Christ  com- 
mences. 

3.  The  Visitation. 

4.  The  Angel  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Miraculous  Conception. 

5.  The  Star  of  the  £ast»  by  Gau- 

denaio  and  his  pupib. 

6.  The  Nativity. 

7.  Joseph  and  Mary  adorinffChrist. 

8.  The  jPresentation  in  the  Temple. 

9.  The  Angel   advising  Joseph   to 

fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight, 

11.  The  Murder  of  the  Innocents.  One 

of  the  large  compositions  con- 
tains above  60  figures,  the  size 
of  life,  besides  the  painted 
groups  on  the  walls;  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  assist  the  compo- 
sition. 

The  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 

'Jlie  Temptation. 

Christ  and    the  Woman  of  Sa- 


12. 
13. 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 


18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 

84). 

31. 


mana. 

Christ  Curing  the  Paralytic. 

Christ  Raising  the  Widow's  Son. 

The  Transfiguration.  This  ora- 
tory, by  Fietro  Petera,  a  native 
of  Val  Sesia,  the  largest  of  all, 
perhaps  100  ft.  high^  is  repre- 
sentea  upon  an  enormous  scale; 
the  group  in  the  foreground  con- 
tains the  demoniac  boy ;  on  the 
mountain, an  immense  modelled 
mass,  are  the  three  disciples  j 
above  them  Christ,  with  Moses 
and  Elias ;  over  these,  painted 
on  the  walls  and  ceiline  of  the 
dome,  are  the  host  of  neaven; 
and  above  all,  the  Almighty. 

The  Raising  of  Laaarus. 

The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

The  Last  Supper. 

Christ  in  the  uarden. 

Christ  finds  his  Disciples  Sleep- 
ing. 

Christ  betrayed  by  Judas. 

Christ  in  the  House  of  Anna. 

Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caiaphas. 

The  Repentance  of  St.  Peter. 

Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 

Christ  in  the  House  of  Herod. 

Christ  Reconducted  to  Pilate* 

The  FlageUation. 

Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns. 


32.  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilate. 

33.  Christ  shown  to  the  People. 

34.  Pilate  Washing  hU  Hands. 
3d.  Christ  sentenced  to  Death. 

36.  Christ  Bearing  the  Cross. 

37.  Christ  Nailed  to  the  Cross. 
38.**The  Crucifixion. 

The  paintings  on  the  walls  and 
ceiling  of  this  chapel  are  the 
masterpiece  of  Gaudensio  Fer- 
rari The  chief  subject,  a 
splendid  composition,  including 
60  or  70  figures,  is  in  good 
preservation.  Observe  the  soft 
beauty  of  the  group  of  females 
and  children. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the  Cross. 

40«  The  Pieti-^tfae  Women  around 
the  Body  of  Christ..  This  was 
the  earliest  work  of  G.  Ferrari. 
The  frescoes,  now  much  in- 
jured, were  painted  when  he 
was  but  nineteen.  The  original 
modelled  figures  have  been  re- 
moved, and  others  substituted. 

41.  The  Body  wrapped  in  linen. 

42.  San  Francesco. 

43.  Christ  Lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An    Angel    announcing    to    the 

Virsin  Mary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven, 

46.  The    Sepulchre    of    the   Virgin 

Mary. 

All  the  walls  are  painted,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  are  masterly  produc- 
tions, not  unworthy  of  the  reputation 
of  Pelegrini  Tibaldi,  whose  name  is 
found  in  the  list  of  those  who  were 
employed  upon  the  works  of  the  Sacro 
Monte  di  Varallo;  together  with  that 
of  Gaufdenzio  Ferrari^  Fiummmgo  the 
famous  sculptor  of  children,  and  many 
other  artists  of  eminence,  asjminters, 
sculptors,  and  architects.  The  val- 
leys of  the  Novarrese,  of  which  Val 
Sesia  is  lAie  principal,  are  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  painters  they 
have  produced,  and  the  names  of  numy 
are  preserved  here  as  having  contri- 
buted to  the  embeUishment  of  this 
singular  sanctuary. 

Much  effect  is  produced  by  the 
appropriate  situation  of  some  of  the 
subjects.     The  access  to  the   place 
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where  Christ  is  Uid  in  the  sepulchre 
is  by  a  vault,  where  little  light  is  ad- 
mitted; and  as  it  is  difficult  on  enter- 
ing from  the  open  day  to  distinguish 
at  first  any  object,  the  effect  is  very 
imposing. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real  hair, 
which  appears  very  grotesque,  yet 
full  of  character  and  expression;  many 
of  the  heads  are  finely  modelled.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Visitation  the  head 
of  a  female  is  strikingly  fine.  The 
executioners  conducting  to  Calvary, 
or  otherwise  employed  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  Chnst,  are,  to  increase 
the  disgust  for  their  characters,  mo- 
delled with  goitres  appended  to  their 
throats. 

The  Socro  Monte  originated  in 
the  piety  of  the  blessed  (i.e.  half 
saint)  Bernardino  Coloto,  a  noble  Mi- 
lanese, who  obtained  in  1486,  from 
Pope  Innocent  YIIL,  a  faculty  to 
found  this  sanetoary.  Only  3  or  4 
chapels  were  built  in  the  time  of  the 
founder,  but  so  great  did  its  reputa- 
tion for  sanctity  soon  becmne^  that 
princes  and  rich  devotees  speedily 
contributed  to  make  it  what  it  now  is. 
St.  Carlo  Borromeo  twice  visited  it, 
in  1578  and  1584,  and  the  pallet  bed- 
stead, upon  which  this  patron  samt 
of  Milan  died,  is  preserved  here  as 
a  holy  relic  for  the  veneration  of  the 
fiBtithmL 

The  convent,  where  the  priests 
reside,  in  a  beautiful  situation, 
commands  views  of  Varallo  and  the 
Val  Sesia  below  the  town.  At  the 
entrance  to  the  Oratories,  booths  or 
shops  are  established  for  the  sale 
of  oorone,  i.  e.  beads,  crucifixes,  ma- 
donnas, &C.,  which  have  acquired 
sanctity  by  having  touched  the  blessed 
bed  of  the  holy  St.  Carlo,  or  other 
miracle-working  relics. 
'  Near  Varallo  are  nickel  -  ttine» 
worked  by  an  English  company. 

The  population  of  the  Val  Sesta  is 
about  35,000 ;  most  of  the  men  leave 
the  valley  and  find  employment  else- 
where as  masons,  builders,  See, 

There  is  good  trout-fishing  in  the 
river. 


The  Ponte  delta  O^da,  about  1  hr.'s 
walk  up  the  Val  Mastalone,  is  a  re- 
markaole  scene;  the  green  river 
hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks  150  ft. 
high,  is  spanned  by  a  lofty  bridge. 
A  good  carriage-road  goes  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Ferrera.  (See  Rte.  123.) 
Omnibus  twice  a  day  firom  Varallo 
to  Novara  Stat. 


ROUTE  118. 

BAVEKO  TO  VARALLO,  BT  THE  LAKE  Or 
OBTA,  OB  BY  VAL  8TS0NA. 


Baveno  to  Gravellona 
Oniegna    .     .     • 
Orta    .... 


b.  ID. 

1  33) 
1  OV 
1  66  J 


4  hrs.  18  m. 


The  lake  of  Orta  may  be  reached 
from  Baveno,  either  by  ascending  the 
Motterone  (Rte.  Ill),  and  descending 
from  thence  to  Orta,  a  walk  or  ride  of 
6^  hrs.,  or  by  the  carriage-road  (about 
8  ra.)  to  Omegna  at  the  N.  end  of  the 
lake.    From  Omegna  to  Orta  there  ia 
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ft  good  road  (7  m.)  along  the  E.  shore 
of  the  lake.  A  boat  with  one  rower 
costs  2  fr.  The  route  by  the  Val 
tttrona  ia  taken  from  Oinegna. 

The  mule-path  from  Ba^eno  to  the 
Hotterone,  passing  through  woods  of 
chestnut-trees  during  the  lower  part 
of  the  ascent,  is  carried  over  a  neck 
of  the  mountain  a  long  way  below  the 
summit,  which  is  reached  oy  a  steep 
climb  up  the  grassy  slope.  At  the  base 
of  the  ascent  are  several  dairy-fiarms 
or  chalets,  where  the  traveller  can 
obtain  refreshment  in  the  shape  of 
excellent  cream,  milk,  cheese,  &c. 
It  takes  2^  hrs.  to  descend  to  Orta:  in 
fact,  it  requires  nearly  7  hrs.  to  take 
this  walk  from  Baveno  to  Orta  and 
enjoy  the  view. 

The  tiem  from  the  summit  of  the 
Monte  Motterone  (510U  ft.)  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  on  the  S.  declivity 
of  the  Alps.  The  Mont  Blanc,  the 
Combin,  and  the  Mont  Cervin,  are 
hidden  by  the  nearer  hills  of  the  Val 
Sesia  and  by  the  Monte  Rosa.  The 
line  of  snowy  peaks  to  rt.  of  the  latter, 
embracing  Cima  de  Jasi,  Fletschhom, 
Monte   Leone,  and  Bortelhom,  ap- 

rrs  to  great  advantage.  Farther 
rise  the  peaks  and  glaciers  that 
lie  on  either  side  of  the  Bemar- 
din  and  Spliigen  passes,  and  in  the 
further  distance  the  great  mass  of  the 
Bernina  ^ps.  Almost  at  his  feet  the 
traveller  sees  5  lakes — the  Maggiore, 
the  Lake  of  Ort&,  those  of  Monato, 
Comabbio,  and  Yarese;  and  still  far- 
ther to  the  rt.  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  of  Piedmont,  studded  with 
innumerable  villages,  with  Milan  in 
the  centre,  whose  cathedral  is  dis- 
tinctly visible.  The  two  great  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po,  the  Sesia  and  the 
Ticino,  appear  like  silver  ribbons 
traversing  the  dark  ground  of  the 
plain,  and 'the  distant  Apennines  of 
Parma  and  Modena  close  this  un- 
rivalled panorama  to  the  S.,  whilst 
the  plain  of  Lombardy  stretches  afar 
to  the  E.  till  it  is  lost  in  the  horizon. 

If  the  weather  be  unfavourable  for 
the  view,  the  traveller  may  reach 
Orta  without  passing  over  the  sum- 
mit, and  spare  more  than  an  hour's 
walk. 


Orta,  (/niM :  ♦Albcrgo  San  Giulio, 
very  good,  comfortable  and  moderate; 
— Leone  d'Oro  is  a  very  raxl  little 
inn,  beautifully  situated  at  the  water's 
^g®» — ^  Poste,  prettily  situated.) 
This  town  is  delightfully  placed  on 
the  borders  of  the  lake,  out  upon 
the  side  of  a  steep  declivity,  so  that 
the  walks  hare  the  disadvantage  of 
being  always  up  and  down  hill.  The 
facilities  for  shooting  in  the  neigh* 
bouring  mountains  and  forests,  and 
for  fishing,  boating,  and  bathing  in 
the  lake,  offer  inducements  for  a 
short  stay  in  this  cool  and  delicious 
retirement.  A  charming  vUia  has 
lately  been  built  by  Count  Natta, 
with  beautiful  garden,  above  the 
town. 

The  Monte  Sacro,  on  the  summit  of  a 
lofty  promontory  projecting  into  the 
lake,  is  a  sanctuary,  dedicated  to  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  approacBed  by  22 
chapels  or  oratories,  like  those  of  Va- 
rallo.  Some  are  elegant  in  their  archi- 
tecture; and  they  contain,  as  at  Va- 
rallo,  gproups  in  terra-cotta,  of  which 
at  least  seven  are  good  works  of  art. 
The  hill  is  laid  out  like  a  garden,  a 
character  which  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  mountain  slopes  which  surround 
this  lake,  and  wnence  probably  its 
name  is  derived.  The  magnolia  and 
cactus  are  seen  growing  in  the 
open  air.  The  views  from  the  hill 
of  the  sanctuary  are  of  singular 
beauty,  comprising  the  lake,  the  proxi- 
mate mountains  covered  with  wood, 
villages  which  speckle  the  shores  of 
the  luce  and  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  by  the  Alps. 
Aug.  2  to  9  is  a  grand  fdte. 

It  was  the  plan  of  General  Chasse- 
loup  to  continue  the  great  route  of 
the  Simplon  along  uie  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Orta  ;  but  the  difference 
of  level — Orta  being  500  feet  higher 
than  lake  Maggiore — induced  the 
adoption  of  the  line  by  Baveno.  As 
mentioned  in  Rte.  117,  Orta  is  within 
easy  reach  of  the  rly.  stat.  at  Arona, 
from  whence  Turin,  Genoa,  or  Milan 
are  easily  reached  on  the  same  day. 

The  Tsola  di  San  OiiUio  is  an  object 
of  singular  beauty  in  the  lake;  it  lies 
between  Orta  and  Pella.    The  church 
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and  village  surmount  a  rock  that 
rises  out  of  the  deep  lake;  the  bright 
buildings  on  it  contrast  with  the  blue 
waters  with  a  fairy-like  efiect.  The 
churchy  chiefly  roodemixed,  but  retain- 
ing some  old  parts,  was  built  on  a 
spot  rendered  sacred  by  the  retreat 
of  San  Giulio,  in  the  4tb  century ; 
here  his  ashes  are  preserved  in  a 
vault;  and  the  yerteora  of  a  mon- 
strous serpent,  in  reality  bones  of  a 
whale,  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  saint,  is  shown  as  a  rc^e. 

The  church  contains  an  old  mosaic 
pavement  and  frescoes  by  P,  TihcUdi\ 
a  side  chapel  rudely  painted  by  an  un- 
known master,  1486;  another  entirely 
by  Gandenzio  Ferrari^  the  chief  subject 
the  Virgin  and  Child  enthroned,  singu- 
larly graceful,  but  injured;  above,  the 
Martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen ;  on  the 
vaulted  i^f  the  4  Doctors  of  the 
Western  Church,  with  the  Evange- 
listic symbols — interesting  examples 
of  the  pure  Lombard  style;  a  cunons 
pulpit,  and  bas-reliefs  of  St.  G.  driving 
out  snakes  from  the  island.  Guilla, 
the  wife  of  Beranffer  II.,  king  of 
Lorabardy,  took  refuge  on  the  island 
in  962,  and  defended  it  resolutely 
against  Otho  I.,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, who  had  invaded  Italy  and 
deposed  her  husband.  Otho  re- 
stored the  island  to  the  bishops  of 
Novara,  who  had  long  h^d  it  before 
it  was  seised  by  Beranger. 

At  Pella^  the  village  on  the  W. 
shore  near  to  the  Isola  Giulio,  asses 
may  be  hired  for  crossing  the  Colma 
to  V  araUo,  4^  hrs. ;  a  ride  of  great 
interest,  from  the  beantifhl  sites  and 
views  which  it  ofibrs.  A  steep  path 
leads  up  the  mountain  side  to  Arola 
amidst  the  richest  vegetation;  vines, 
figs,  gourds,  and  fruit-trees.  The  views 
lookmg  back  upon  the  Lago  d'Orta 
are  superb.  Magnificent  forest-trees 
oflbr  their  shade,  and  the  road  in  some 
places   passes   amidst   preeipioes  of 

granite  m  a  state  of  decomposition ; 
ere  many  of  the  specimens  soM  at 
Baveno  are  obtaincSl.  Above  these 
granitic  masses  the  path  continues 
through  scenes  reeembUng  the  most 


beautiful  park  scenery  of  England, 
and  then  opens  upon  the  Col  d«  Oo/mo, 
a  bushy  common,   where  wide^  and 

{>leasing  views  are  presented  of  the 
akes  of  Orta,Maggiore,  and  the  plains 
of  Lombardy,  anc^  towards  the  Alps, 
of  Monte  Rosa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  not 
less  beautiful.  The  Val  Sesia  is  seen  in 
the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded  and 
studded  with  churches  and  villages; 
the  path  leads  down  through  pastoral 
scenes,  which  sometimes  recall  the 
most  agreeable  recollections  of  home 
to  an  English  traveller;  then  changes 
almost  suddenly  to  the  deep  gloom  of 
a  ravipe,  where  there  are  quarries, 
formerly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Varallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor- 
mous walnut  «id  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  spot,  the  tra- 
veller shortly  finds  himself  in  the  Val 
Sesia  at  Rooco,  about  1  mile  from 

Varallo,    See  Rte.  117. 

A  new  and  shorter  road  turns  rt. 
about  150  yards  beyond  the  top  of  the 
Col — ^leaving  Rooco  on  the  1.,  and 
joins  the  old  road  about  \  m.  from 
Varallo. 

The  route  from  Omegna  to  Varallo 
by  the  Vol  Sh-ona  involves  a  consider- 
able circuit,  but  the  scenery  will 
amply  compensate  the  traveller  for 
his  extra  labour.  The  distance  might 
be  accomplished  in  one  day  by  an 
active  peaestrian,  but  it  is  a  better 
plan  to  sleep  at  Fobello,  where  there 
IS  a  good  country  inn. 

Omegna  {Inn  indifferent,  and  charges 
high),  at  the  N.  end  of  lake  of  Orta, 
where  the  stream  firom  it  is  joined  by 
the  Strona  torrent  as  it  issues  from 
the  mountains.  The  Val  Strona  is  a 
narrow  glen  whose  steep  sides  are 
clothed  with  fine  forest  trees  and  a 
beautiful  and  varied  vegetation.  A 
rough  paved  path,  in  some  parts  rather 
steep,  ascenos  the  valley,  which  winds 
mucn,  and  at  every  turn  presents  new 
pictures  of  exquisite  beauty.  After 
passing  the  villages  of  Strona  and 
Ibmo,  the  last  in  the  valley  is  reached, 

Campelhf  a  charming  object  for  the 
painter^  bat  not  offering  good  quarters 
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YARALLO  TO  ALAONA.     THB  VAL  8E8IA. 
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to  the  tourist.  The  ascent  of  the 
Coi  di  C^impeUo  oommenoes  immedi- 
diately  above  the  Tillage,  and  presents 
no  difficulty.  It  is  a  pass  of  no  great 
height  (about  6000  ft?),  oyer  the 
ridge  which  separates  the  Val  Btrona 
from  the  Val  Mastalone.  The  Monte 
Rosa,  whose  8  summits,  rising  like 
turrets  from  the  prodigious  inacces- 
sible wan  which  forms  its  eastern  fkce, 
are  from  12  to  14  m.  distant,  presents 
one  of  the  grandest  views  to  be  seen 
in  the  Alps.  A  tolerably  correct 
view  is  given  in  Mr.  King's  '  Italian 
Valleys.  A  steep  descent  leads  to 
the  German  village  of  Rimella  in  the 
Val  Mastalone.  Accommodation  may 
be  had  here,  but  it  is  better  to  pusn 
on  to 


829 


Yarallou 
P{ode 
Mollto    . 

RiVA 

Alagna  . 


Hn.     Eng.  m. 


4 

a 

2 


as     IS 

»    1* 


FobeUOf  where  there  is  a  very  good 
country  fnn,  H.  d'ltalie.  The  route 
from  tnence  to  Varallo  is  given  in 
Rte.123. 

[Another  way  from  Omegna  to 
Varallo.  rather  longer  and  more  labo- 
rious than  the  ordmary  route  by  the 
Col  di  Colma,  but  mucn  shorter  than 
that  by  the  Val  Strona,  is  by  the 
rillage  of  Quanta,  and  fi^nu  thence  over 
the  Sfonte  Mazxwxme  to  Camoioo,  This 
mountain  is  a  somewhat  enlareed 
edition  of  the  Motterone,  which  Ues 
a  few  miles  farther  £.  It  lies  nearer 
to  the  Monte  Rosa,  but  is  not  so 
centrally  placed  in  regard  to  the  lakes. 
By  this  route  Omegna  is  about  6  hrs. 
walk  from  Varallo. j 


There  is  a  gpood  carriage-road  as 
&r  as  Mollia.  Mules  may  be  had 
at  that  village.  A  side-saddle  may  be 
procured  at  Varallo,  but  not  farther 
up  the  valley.  Diligence  twice  daily 
from  Mollia  to  the  rlwy. 

The  Val  Sesia  offers  scenes  of  less 
rugged  grandeur  than  some  of  its  la- 
teral valleTS  }  but  in  its  course  many 
of  great  beauty  are  passed,  chiefly 
rendered  so  by  the  fine  wooding  of  the 
slopes,  the  gprand  forms  of  the  trees, 
ana  the  sometimes  tranquil,  often  fu- 
rious course  of  the  Sesia.  The  villages 
of  Balmuccia  and  Soopa  (a  clean  itm, 
kept  by  Giuseppe  Topino)  are  passed, 
and  the  wild  Val  Sermenta,  called  also 
Val  Ficcola,  opens  on  the  rt. 

At  Scopello(lnn :  indifierent,  charges 
extortionate)  there  are  many  smelting 
houses,  where  the  copper  ore,  already 
washed  andcmshed, is  reduced.  About 
50  tons  are  raised  annually  at  Alagna. 
Chars  can  be  obtained  from  Scopello 
to  Varallo,  7^  fr. ;  2  hrs. 

There  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleasing. 
The  route  passes  Piode  (no  Inn)^ 
Campertogno,  and 

Mollia  (a  clean  little  Inn)  to 

Riva^Inn :  Le  Pietre  Gemelle,  small 
but  fair),  the  chief  of  the  high  villages 
in  the  valley;  picturesque  from  a 
distance,  but  poor  and  comfortless. 
Within  ^e  district  known  as  the 
Val  Sesia  there  are  reckoned  2 
bourgs  and  30  villages,  evidence  of  a 
thicluy  populated  country  in  the  val- 
leys of  the  Alps.  Riva  is  situated  at 
the  confluence  of  the  torrents  of  the 
Dobbia  and  the  Sesia. 
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The  church  of  Rivn  will  snrprise  the 
trayeller  by  its  structure,  its  excessive 
decoration,  and  the  real  talent  with 
which  it  is  painted  within  and  without, 
chiefly  by  one  of  the  numerous  paint- 
ers whom  the  Yal  Sesia  has  produced 
— Tanzio,  or  Antonio  d'Enrico,  a 
native  of  Ala^a,  The  external  paint- 
ings have  a  remarkable  freshness, 
though  they  have  existed  more  than 
200  years,  exposed  to  the  weather  in 
this  high  valley..    .    .    . 

The  view  of  Monte  Bosa  from  Riva 
is  very  sublime  ;  its  enormous  masses, 
clothed  in  glaciers,  dose  the  head  of 
the  Yal  Sesia,  and  offer  a  scene  of 
extraordinary  grandeur. 

About  half  a  leaeue  above  it  is 

Ahffnoy  a  poor  pUce»  but  agreeably 
situated.  The  Inn  (Paolis,  H.  de 
Monte  Rosa,  fair,  and  civil  people)  is 
the  best  in  the  Yal  Sesia. 

For  passes  and  exouraions  from 
AlagBa  see  Rte.  124. 


ROUTE  121. 

VOGOONA  TO  MACUGNAGA,  BY  THE 
YAL  ANZASCA. 


Vogogn*. 
Ponte  Grande 
Vanzone    .     , 
HacugQflga     < 


Hrs. 
3 


4 


EDg.m. 

9 

2 

10 


A  good  carriaee-road  from  Yogog- 
na,  on  the  Simplon  rofl4»  by  Pie'  di 
Mulera,  as  far  as  Yanzone  and  Ceppo 
^lorelli ;  chars  take  2^  hrs.  to  go,  Ij^ 
to  return. 

Mules  are  to  be  had  at  Ponte 
Grande. 

It  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  this 
and  the  following  routes  should  be 


taken  from  the  Italian  or  the  Swiss 
side.  The  Yal  Anzasca  is  certainly 
seen  to  greater  advantage  by  the  tra- 
veller who  ascends  the  valley  with 
Monte  Rosa  facing  him  all  tne  way. 
But  the  effect  of  uie  unrivalled  view 
from  the  summit  of  the  Moro  is  en- 
hanced by  the  abruptness  with  which 
it  is  presented  to  him  who  arrives  from 
the  Dwiss  side  at  the  summit,  and  the 
views  in  descending  the  More  to- 
wards the  Yal  Anzasca  are  finer  than 
on  the  side  of  Saas.  In  either  case, 
the  only  way  to  do  justice  to  the  nn- 
equaUed  attractions  of  this  valley  is 
to  make  a  halt  of  one  or  moi^  days. 
It  is  decidedly  more  practicable  tor 
ladies  to  cross  the  Moro  from  Saas 
than  from  Macuffnaga,  as  in  the  first 
case  they  may  ride  very  nearly  to  the 
top  of  the  pasiB. 

TTie  Vol  Anzasea  leads  directly  up 
to  Monte  Rosa;  it  combines  all  that  is 
most  lovely  in  Italian,  vnth  all  that  is 
most  grand  in  Swiss  scenery.  It  is  a 
Chamouny,  of  which  the  sides  are 
cohered  wiUi  vines,  figs,  chestnuts,  and 
walnuts,  with  the  sky  of  Italy  above, 
and  the  architecture  of  Italy  around 
yon.  It  is  easily  accessible  by  those 
not  equal  to  hard  mountain  expedi- 
tions, and  the  Inns  are  greatly  im- 
proved. 

Vogogna  (Rte.  Ill)  is  situated  in  the 
plain  of  the  Yal  d'Ossola,  8^  Eng.  m. 
oelow  Domo  d'Ossola,  and  on  the  con- 
fluence of  the  torrent  of  the  Ansa  with 
the  Toccia. 

A  by-path,  at  the  back  of  the  village 
of  Yogogna,  leads  down  to  the  Tosa 
at  Borgo,  where  boats  are  always 
ready  to  ferry  you  across.  Leaving 
on  rt.  the  road  of  the  Simplon,  it  con- 
tinues up  the  Lbank  of  the  Anza,  across 
meadows  and  under  vine  trellises,  to 
a  bridge  over  the  Anza,  a  little  aboye 
its  junction  with  the  Tosa,  which  leads 
into 

Pt^  de  Mulera  (Inn :  Croc^  Rossa), 
the  first  village  in  the  Val  Anzasca. 
A  char  with  a  good  horse,  will  reach 
Yanzone  in  3  hrs.  from  Domo.  Here 
lives  the  receiver  of  the  gold  and 
other  mines  situated  near  the  head  of 
the  valley. 


Piecl^  ^  Savoy,     route  121. — ^pont^  orande,    festarena. 
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The  road  ascends,  and  is  carried 
through  two  short  tunnels  pierced 
in  the  rock  similar  to  the  iJmer- 
loch  on  the  St.  Gothard.  It  is  carried 
high  up  along  the  vine-dad  slopes, 
and  commands  a  noble  view  down- 
ward over  the  Val  d*Os8o1a  and  up- 
wards towards  Monte  Rosa  which 
comes  into  sight  soon  after  entering 
the  valley,  and  which  gives  an  in- 
describable finish  to  the  distance, 
while  the  rich  valley,  sending  out 
wooded  hills  from  either  side,  forms 
a  magnificent  foreground.  The  un- 
rivalled prospect  IS  seen  to  great 
advantage  just  before  reaching 

Castigiwne  (Inn :  Au  Rameau).  The 
road  leaves  rt.  Calaaca  (^Inn  tolerable), 
near  which  there  is  a  pretty  wateHBll 
bursting  out  of  the  Val  Bianca,  then 
de8oen<u  to  the  Ansa,  and  runs  some 
distance  along  its  banks. 

PohU  Grande  (Albergo  al  Ponte 
Grande,  large,  with  a  fine  view,  and 
clean  and  reasonable,  though  rough  ; 
a  little  coaxing  will  procure  atten- 
tion). This  is  the  chief  place  in 
the  Val  Anzasca,  and  is  the  best 
position  for  a  halt  of  a  few  days; 
mules  may  be  hired  here  only.  It  is  a 
considerable  village  with  a  post-office, 
in  a  beautiful  position  at  the  junction 
of  the  Val  Olloccia  with  the  Ansa, 
receives  its  name  from  a  bridge  of  a 
aingle  arch  across  the  Ansa. 

Vamone.  (Imta:  H.  des  Chasseurs, 
kept  by  Albasini,  has  only  one  de- 
cent bedroom  and  one  common  room.) 
The  2  Chnrchesy  one  opening  out  of 
the  other,  are  worth  visiting.  See  the 
view  from  the  terrace  in  front  of  the 
chapel,  a  little  above  the  town.  Here, 
and  elsewhere  in  Val  Anzasca,  the 
neat  dress  of  the  women,  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  people,  their  cheer- 
fulness and  independence,  and  the 
rareness  of  goitre,  will  be  remarked 
with  pleasure,  as  contrasting  with 
other  parts  of  Piedmont.  There  are 
few  spots  in  the  Alps  better  deserving 
a  halt  of  some  days  than  this  part  of 
the  Val  Anzasca. 

At  the  small  village  of  Gruppo,  dbe. 
a  remarkably  fine  /i>7k?-tree. 

Ceppo  Morelli.  Avoid  /hn,  small  and 
poorly  provided.    Here  is  a  curious 


hffidge,  very  steep,  springing  on  one 
side  from  a  boulder  stone.  A  little 
way  above  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
views  in  the  valley;  the  vast  height 
of  Monte  Rosa  may  be  fully  appre- 
ciated from  hence,  as  it  towers  up- 
wards into  the  sky.  The  women  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley  carry 
burthens  like  men,  and  adopt  loiter 
garments  usually  considered  peculiar 
to  male  attire. 

[At  Prequartero  a  path  branches 
off  (rt)  into  the  Saas-Thal  bv  Prebe- 
none,  nearer  than  that  by  the  Moro, 
but  without  its  fine  views  of  Monte 
Rosa.  The  guides  take  it  as  a  short 
cut  in  retuming.1 

A  spur  descending  from  the  Monte 
deUa  Caccia,  called  the  Morgen,  here 
divides  the  Val  Ansasca  from  the 
Val  Macugnaga  or  Pestarena.  The 
distinction  is  further  marked  by  the 
languages  spoken  by  the  people; 
above  tnis  German  prevails,  below  it 
Italian.  This  vast  mass  of  mountain 
nearly  closes  up  the  valley — leaves 
only  a  deep  and  savage  gorge  for 
the  Ansa  to  escape. 

At  Campiohy  where  the  river  Ansa 
issues  out  of  the  gorge,  it  is  crossed 
.to  the  rt.  bank,  ana  ihd  path  is  carried 
in  a  very  steep  ascent  over  this  rocky 
barrier,  which  is  called  Morgen:  it 
next  descends  rapidly  and  returns  to 
the  L  bank  by  the  Ponte  del  Valt.  It 
is  proposed  to  carry  the  char-road 
up  to 

Pestarena  {Inn:  Alb.  dei  Minieri, 
tolerable,  rough  accommodation,  but 
civil  people,  and  moderate),  a  miser- 
able village,  whose  inhabitants  earn 
their  livelihood  in  the  mines  of  gold, 
silver,  and  copper.  The  gold  occurs  in 
very  small  quantities,  combined  with 
(pyrites)  sulphuret  of  iron.  The  ore  is 
pounded  and  ground,  and  the  metal  is 
obtained  from  it  by  amalgamation  in 
the  proportion  of  6  grammes,  or  at  the 
best  10,  of  gold  to  100  kilogrammes  of 
ore.  The  annual  produce  is  said  to  be 
about  2700  oz.  There  are  not  many 
places  in  Piedmont  where  gold  is 
found.  Brockedon,  in  consequence, 
has  conjectured  that  this  valley  was 
the  seat  of  the  Ictymuli  mentioned  by 
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Pliny,  and  traces  their  name  in  that  of 
the  villages  Pie  and  Cima  de  MiU^rtL, 

The  roaji^h  path  ascends  steeply^ 
passing  the  amts  of  many  mines  ;  it 
ts  crossed  by  numerons  mountain-tor- 
rents, which  eat  it  up,  or.  cover  it  with 
stony  rubbish,  rendering  the  ascent 
toilsome. 

In  ascending  the  Talley  35  min. 
above  Pestarena,  the  traveller  comes 
on  the  very  magnificent  view  of  Monte 
Bosa,  at  a  village  called  Bowrge^  or 

Boreas  no  ^ood  inn  here,  unless  a 
new  one,  iJbergo  del  Ohiacciajo 
(I)aniels\  turns  out  good) — about  2  m. 
below  Macugnag^.  6^ain«-^chamois, 
marmot,  black-cock,  and  ptarmigan 
— abound  in  the  valley. 

At  Borca  and  above  it  German  is 
the  language  of  the  people. 

The  path  over  the  Col  de  Tto'h  to 
Alagna  and  the  Yal  Sesia  (Rte.  124) 
diverges  here  1. 

The  commune  which  bears  the 
name  of  Macngnaffa  consists  of  six  dif- 
ferent hamlets,  Pestarena,  Borgo,  in 
der  Stapf,  zum  Strioh,  auf  der  Bive, 
and  Zertannen.  Borca  is  1^  m.,  a  ^ 
hr.'s  walk  from  Pestarena,  and  as  far 
from  the  rest,  which  lie  only  a  few 
minutes'  walk  apart  from  one  another. 

Macugnaga,  Inns:  H6tel  da  Kfont 
Moro,  very  fair  mountain  craarters, 
clean  and  comfortable,  and  civil  people ; 
cuisine  good;  kept  by  Gaspard  I)el- 
monte.— Osteria  di  Monte  Rosa,  by 
Pranz  Lochmatter,  rough,  but  kindly 
people.  Mules  are  not  to  be  had 
here,  but  must  be  ordered  fh>m  Ponte 
Grande.  This  place  cannot  be  too 
strongly  recommended  for  a  sojourn 
of  several  days,  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
exquisite  scenery  around.  This  vil- 
lage, 4369  ft.  above  the  sea,  has  a 
small  ancient  (7AurcA,  with  a  lime-tree 
close  beside  it,  and  stands  in  a  gprassy 
plain  or  luxuriant  meadow,  studded 
with  hamlets,  some  of  them  almost 
touching  the  glaciers.  The  bestguide 
here  for  diflficiilt  expeditions  is  Frans 
Lochmatter,  landlord  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  inn.  Gaspard  and  his  man  Bap- 
tiste  know  the  neighbourhood  well; 
and  there  are  several  other  guides 


ooiffpeteirt  to  conduct  a  party  to  the 
glacier  or  over  the  Monte  Moro. 

Above  tlie  village,  the  river  Ansa 
issues  out  of  a  grand  arch  of  ice  in 
the  glacier  of  Monte  Rosa. 

Bxcnraions  from  Mttcugnaga, — ^The 
I  great  object  of  a  visit  to  Macng- 
naga  is  the  view  of  Mobte  Rosa, 
which  18  not  surpassed,  if  it  can 
be  equalled,  by  any  scene  in  the 
Alps  or  elsewhere  in  the  world. 
The  excursions  usually  followed  by 
the  local  guides  are  not  the  best  that 
could  be  choeen,  and  the  traveller  is 
recommended  to  adopt  the  following, 
as  affording  the  best  facilities  for  en- 
joying the  magnificent  scenery  of  the 
head  of  the  valley.  A  good  guide  is 
wanted,  and  he  will  know  the  route 
when  he  is  told  the  general  <yrect]on 
in  which  the  excursion  is  to  be  made. 
It  can  only  be  performed  on  foot,  but 
is  not  particularly  fatiguing ;  it  will 
occupy  about  8  or  9  hrs^ 

First. — Ascend  the  meadows  of  the 
valley  above  Macugnaga,  and  then, 
after  crossing  the  Ansa,  mount  the 
steep  wooded  hill  called  ihe  Belvodere, 
against  which  the  great  Racier  de- 
scending from  Monte  Rosa  divides  into 
two  ice-streams.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  points  of  view  ;  and  those  who 
are  not  inclined  to  make  the  whole 
tour  may  return  from  hence  to  Ma- 
cugnagBk.  Ladies  can  ascend  to  this 
pomt  part  of  the  way  on  mules  in 
2  hrs. ;  Gaspard  will  even  convey 
them  in  a  chaise-il-porteur. 

Second, — Cross  the  north  arm  of  the 
glacier  to  the  ch&lets  of  Jazi,  a  passage 
attended  with  no  danger  and  very  lit3® 
difiiculty,  although  the  edees  of  the  ice 
are  much  encumbered  wiui  moraines. 
From  thence  walk  up  the  valley  to  the 
chalets  of  Filar,  situated  at  the  foot  of 
thenorthemmostpeakof  Monte  Rosa, 
called  the  Nord  End,  and  just  below 
the  Old  Weiss  Thor  Pass, 

Third. — Ascend  the  steep  moraine, 
enter  upon  the  great  glacier,  and  pro- 
ceed for  some  distance  towards  the 
head  of  the  valley.  This  is  difficult, 
the  ice  being  considerably  crevassed, 
but  with  a  guide  accustomed  to 
glaciers  there  is  no  danger.    The  cre« 
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Tasses  diminish  afber  some  disumce 
bm  been  traversed,  and  the  glacier 
becomes  more  even.  The  traveller 
may  pursue  it  as  far  as  his  iDclinalion 
l^ads  him,  bat  a  conveDieDt  goal  is  a 
singular  waterfall,  where  a  coasider- 
able  stream  precipitates  itself  into  a 
great  chasm  id  the  Ice,  with  a  roaring 
which  may  be  beard  at  some  dis- 
tance. The  view  from  this  spot  is 
exceedingly  striking,  the  observer  be- 
ing in  the  midst  of  the  arena  of  a  vast 
amphitheatre,  whose  snow-clad  walla 
are  formed  of  some  of  the  highest 
mountaius  ia  Europe.  Commencii^ 
on  the  east,  are  seen  the  PIezo  Bianco, 
and  Cima  del  Piizo,  frou  which  a 
•now-sheeted  ridge  leads  to  the  great 
central  grou_p  of  Monit  Sola,  whose 
precipitous  sides  descend  ioimediateljr 


down  some  TOOO  or  8000  feet  in  one 
almost  unbroken  slope  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  glacier  on  which  the  tra- 
veller stands.  Avalanches  of  Breat 
magnitude  are  often  seen  tfl  Ml  on 
this  slope,  accompanied  wilh  a  noise 
like  thunder.  From  the  summits  of 
MooCe  Rosa  another  ridge  ejitends 
□orlhwards  to  the  Cima  di  Jsii,  and 
then  on,  bending  eastwards  to  the  pass 
of  Monte  More,  which  in  well  seen. 

jburU.— Leave  the  glacier  on  Its 
easl«ni  edge,  and  descend  the  steep 
and  high  moraine  to  the  chilets  of 
Fedriolo,  near  which  may  be  seen 
some  enormous  fragments  of  rock  that 
have  probably  fallen  from  the  Piszo 
Bianco  immediately  above  i  one  of 
these  is  500  feet  in  circumference,  and 
about  120  feet  high  ;  Ihey  are  pro- 
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bably  the  largest  blocks  detaiched  in 
this  way  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Alps. 

Fifth,  —  From  Pedriolo  a  return 
track  leads  along  the  rocks  on  the 
south  side  of  the  valley,  often  at  a 
great  height,  and  commanding  fine 
scenery  ;  and  a  steep  and  intricate 
descent  brings  the  traveller  back  to 
Macugnaga. 

The  whole  of  this  excursion  abounds 
with  the  most  magnificent  views,  pre- 
senting the  most  wonderful  amphi- 
theatre in  every  direction  to  the  eye. 
It  is  a  finer  scene  than  any  of  the 
views  of  Mont  Blanc,  as  no  similar 
advantage  of  position  for  the  spec- 
tator can  be  there  obtained. 

A  few  words  on  the  topography  of 
Monte  Rosa  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  It  is  by  no  means  a  single 
summit,  but  a  knot  or  union  of  two 
ridges  or  chains  crossing  each  other 
at  right  angles,  E.  and  W.,  and  N. 
and  S.;  so  that  its  ground-plan  may 
be  said  to  resemble  a  +.  The  N.E. 
angle  forms  the  head  of  the  Val 
Anzasca,  and  encloses  the  glacier  of 
Macugnaga,  as  the  N.W.  does  that  of 
Zermatt;  the  S.E.  is  the  head  of  the 
Val  Sesia,  and  the  S.W.  under  the 
Lvskamm  is  the  cradle  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Lys,  and  head  of  the  valiey  of 
Gressoney. 

The  four  principal  summits  are 
ranged  along  the  north  ray  of  the 
cross,  and  are  all  visible  from  Ma- 
cugnaga. Beginning  at  the  left  hand, 
or  south  end,  the  first  is  the  Signal 
K^tppe ;  the  next,  a  snowv  pinnacle, 
the  Znmstein  f^pitze ;  the  third,  a  tre- 
mondous  rocky  tooth,  the  Ndchste 
Spitze^  or  highest  point,  being  15,223 
English  feet  above  the  sea ;  and  the 
fourth,  or  most  northerly,  the  Nord 
end.  The  difference  in  height  of 
these  four  summits  is  little  more  than 
20i>  feet,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest     See  also  Rte.  127. 

The  pass  from  Macugnaga  to  Zer- 
matt, foi-merly  known  as  the  Weiss 
Thor^  lay  between  the  Cima  de  Jazi 
and  the  Nord  End  of  Monte  Rosa.  It 
was  occasionally  passed  by  some  of 


the  bolder  cragsmen  among  the  na- 
tives at  either  side,  but  was  never  a 
frequented  pass.  It  is  well  known 
that  precipitous  rocks  often  look  more 
formidable  than  they  really  are;  but 
even  the  most  practised  mountaineer, 
after  looking  at  the  prodigious  height 
and  steepness  of  the  rocky  range  which 
overhangs  the  Macugnaga  Glacier, 
might  hesitate  before  attempting  to 
scfue  it.     For  many  years  past  the 

fuides  at  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga 
ave  asserted*  that  the  old  pass  is  no 
longer  practicable,  owing  to  the  aocu* 
muiation  of  ice  over  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  yet  it  was  certainly  tra- 
versed by  M.  Adolphe  Schlagintweit 
in  1851,  and  by  English  travellers  in 
1852  or  1853,  and  the  same  or  a  pa- 
rallel pass  by  Prof.  Tyndall,  and  by 
others  more  lately.  The  New  Weiss 
Thor  Pass  is  described  in  Rte.  127. 


ROUTE  122. 

MACUGMAOA  TO  VISP — MONTE 
MORO — SAAS. 

Hra. 
Macngnaea. 

Snmmlt  of  Moro  PftflS  ...  4 

Mattmarkaee 2 

Saas 2k 

Stalden .  3f 

Visp It 

The  pass  of  the  Moro  is  the  least 
difficult  over  the  great  chain  between 
the  Great  St  Bernard  and  the  Sim- 

Elon:  still  it  is  not  practicable  for 
orses,  though  there  are  traces  of  an 
old  paved  horse-road,  by  which  the 
mail  was  carried  to  Milan  before 
the  Simplon  was  opened.  In  the  10th 
centy.  the  Moors  guarded  the  passes 
of  the  Pennine  chain,  by  a  convention 
with  Count  Ha^  of  Provence,  and 
levied  black-mail  on  their  own  ac- 
count. The  3  great  passes  in  those 
days  were  the  St.  Bernard,  the  Monte 
Moro,  and  the  Engadine.  Of  the 
former  we  have  no  other  local  memory 
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besides  Mt.  Mort  CMfture);  bnt  in 
the  two  others  we  hare  seyeral — for 
instanoe,  the  name  ML  Moro  itself; 
Calosca  (Kal'ah,  **  a  castle  " — Tiz.  the 
alcalas  and  calatas  in  Spain  and 
Sicily)  ;  the  hamlet  Morghen  ;  Almagel 
(  \l-mahal,  "the  station");  Afatmark 
(formerly  Mat  mar,  "the  Moor's 
meadow  ) ;  Eyen  (Ain,  "  a  fountain  ") ; 
r>'stel  Alp  (?);  Alalein  (AlA  Vain, 
"over  the  source** — a  very  graphic 
name  for  its  position  in  reference  to 
the  ice  cataract  and  the  Visp  torrent; 
Almftfjel  (?);  Mi»chabel  (pronounced 
like  '<  Mi-gebel,*'  Mont  GibeUo);  Bal- 
frain, "  the  peak  with  2  sources.*'  The 
ascent  on  tne  S.  side  is  too  fatiguing 
for  most  ladies;  but  they  may  take 
a  chaise  ^  porteur  at  Macugnaga. 
Five  porters  are  required.  The  as- 
cent is  very  abrupt,  and  the  tra- 
veller rises  rapidly  above  the  little 
plain  and  village  of  Macugnaga. 
The  path  lies  at  first  through  a 
straggling  forest,  but  the  Alps  or 
pasturages  are  soon  attained,  and  the 
scene  thence  presented  is  most  mag- 
nificent — all  the  masses  of  Monte 
Bosa  are  open  to  the  view,  from  its 
peaks,  still  thousands  of  feet  above 
you,  to  the  basin  of  Macugnaga,  now 
thousands  of  feet  below.  Such  a  sceno 
cannot  be  conceived,  and  once  seen 
can  never  be  forgotten.  From  the 
high  pasturages  the  path  traverses  a 
stony  and  barren  slope  to  the  snow 
which  it  is  necessary  to  cross.  On 
the  summit,  amidst  a  heap  of  stones, 
a  cross  is  placed,  and  the  traveller 
looks  down  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountain  towards  the  Valais,  and 
into  a  scene  of  sterility  which  has  no 
relief. 

It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  a 
point  £.  of  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
called  the  Joderhom.  The  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  not  finer,  for,  in 
truth,  that  cannot  be  surpassed,  bnt 
the  eye  is  enabled  to  contrast  it  with 
the  distant  view  over  the  plain  of  N. 
Italy  and  the  southern  ranges  of  the 
Alps.  Without  going  so  far,  you 
may  extend  the  range  by  mounting 
the  rocks  behind  the  wooden  cross, 
from  whence  you  gain  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  on  one  hand,  and  of  the 


whole  extent  of  the  Saas  valley  on 
the  other. 

[The  traveller  who,  in  going  from 
Visp,  wishes  to  shorten  his  route  and 
avoid  Macugnaga,  may  cross  the  ridge 
a  little  to  the  E.  of  the  Moro  and  de- 
scend toCampiole  in  the  Yal  Anzasca 
by  a  tolerable  path,  but  he  would  lose 
the  finest  views  of  the  Monte  Rosa.1 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Monte  Moro  is  9640  ISnglish  feet 
(Forbes)  above  the  sea.  The  de- 
scent to  Saas  is  singularly  easy  and 
pleasant  There  is  a  steep  bed  of 
snow  crossed  at  first,  but  anerwards 
a  gentle  fall  leads  dovm  the  whole 
way  to  Visp.  On  the  L  rises  the 
Saasgrat,  a  lofty  chain  of  snowy 
pealra,  separating  the  valley  of  Saas 
from  that  of  Zermatt.  The  path  soon 
reaches  the  ancient  paved  road  which 
has  been  cut  out  of  the  fiice  of  the  pre- 
cipices, and  overhangs  a  deep  boUow 
into  which  the  glaciers  which  stream 
down  fr(Hn  the  surrounding  peaks 
seem  to  be  poured.  The  spot  is  one 
of  the  most  desolate  in  the  Alps.  At 
length  the  naved  road  is  left,  and  no 
vestige  can  be  traced  of  it:  it  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  masses  which  have 
fallen  from  the  precipices  above. 

The  path  now  winds  down  the  vast 
talus  formed  by  these  repeated  falls  of 
rocks,  to  reach  the  scanty  herbage  of 
the  highest  pasturages.  From  below 
it  is  impossiole  to  trace  any  path,  or 
even  in  what  direction  the  path  lies, 
by  which  the  descent  has  been  made. 

The  pass  of  the  Moro,  and  another 
across  the  glaciers  on  the  rt  into 
the  Val  Antrona,  are  mentioned  in  an 
old  record  of  ^e  date  of  1440  as 
*^fort  vieux  passages,**  and  great  ex- 
penses were  incurred  in  1724,  and 
again  in  1790,  in  the  endeavour  to 
restore  them,  in  order  to  fecilitate  the 
conveyance  of  salt  and  other  articles 
of  commerce,  but  the  new  repairs 
were  soon  destroyed  by  avalanches. 

The  debris  of  fallen  mountains,  and 
the  enormous  glaciers  which  surround 
the  traveller,  give  a  fearful  impres- 
sion of  desolation. 

The  chdlets  of  Distel  furnish  mOk, 
cheese,  and  eggs,  bnt  they  &re  deserted 
early  in  the  autumn. 
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[From  Distel  a  difficultpath  croMes 
the  mountains  into  the  V  al  Antrona, 
a  vvAlev  that  debouches  into  the  Yal 
d^OssoIa. 
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From  Distel  the  path  continues  on 
the  rt.  branch  of  tne  stream  all  the 
way  to  Saas.  After  quitting  the 
chdlet%  the  path  leads  down  to  a 
dreary  dirty  lake  (|  hr.)  called  the 

Mattmarksee,  formed  by  the  melting 
of  the  glaciers.  An  inn  was  built 
(1856)  on  this  dreary  spot;  it  is 
cheerless  and  not  cheap,  out  clean, 
and  kept  by  oivU  people.  This  is  a 
conrenient  stopping-place  for  those 
approaching  the  Monte  Moro  from  the 
N.  They  are  enabled  to  shorten  the 
journey  to  Macugnaga,  and  to  reach 
the  top  of  the  pass  3^  hrs.  sooner,  when 
the  unrivalled  view  of  Monte  Rosa 
is  less  frequently  obscured  by  mists. 
Still  more  advantageous  is  this  rest- 
ing-place to  the  more  adventurous 
cl£ss  of  travellers  Who  make  it  their 
starting-point  for  the  passage  of  the 
Weiss  xnor  or  the  Adler  Pass,  and 
for  the  ascent  of  the  Strahlhom.  The 
Allalein  glacier  bounds  the  lake  on  the 
N.,  in  fiaict,  dams  the  valley,  and  these 
waters  accumulate  within  it.  The 
view  over  it  is  erand;  the  colossal 
pyramids  of  cl^  ice  rising  sheer 
against  the  sky.  The  stream  of  the 
Visp  issues  out  of  an  ice-grotto  at 
its  extremity.  In  1833  this  outlet 
closed  up,  so  that  it  required  to  be 
opened  by  blasting  the  ice.  From  the 
lower  ena  of  the  lake  the  view  of  the 
adjoining  portion  of  the  range  of  the 
Saas  Grat  presents  a  scene  ot  savage 
sublimity.  It  is  necessary  to  skirt  the 
dsim  of  ice  and  descend  below  It — an 
affair  of  no  great  difficulty;  the  cattle 
are  made  to  ascend  and  travese  it  to 
reach  their  pasturages.  From  below, 
this  barrier  of  ice  appears  eilectuaUy 
to  close  the  valley. 

From  this  barrier  the  path  lies 
down  the  valley,  still  sterile  and  filled 
with  rocks  and  stones :  the  rhododen- 
dron, however,  and  a  little  brushwood, 
give  evidence  of  improved  vegetation. 

Zvrmegem  or  Zttrmicran,  From  this 
village  a  path  crosses  the  mountains 
on  the  £.  side,  and  leads  to  Antrona. 


Albnagell,  Before  reachingit,larche8 
and  pines  are  passed^  but  they  are 
stunted  from  their  great  elevation. 
After  crossing  a  little  plain,  a  rugged 
path  leads  down  by  a  hamlet,  and  the 
traveller  passes  under  Mont  Fee, 
whose  bright  snows,  rising  above  a 
forest  of  pines,  give  a  singulaxiy  beau- 
tiful appearance  to  the  mountain. 

Saas^  or  Im  Onmd^  the  principal 
commune  of  the  valley.  Itms:  H. 
du  Mont  Moro,  dean,  but  cuisine  de- 
fective; H.  du  Mont  Rosa 

Saas  is  a  good  resting-place,  and  is 
now  much  f^r^uented  by  tourists.  The 
parish  priest,  Herr  Imseng,  has  ac- 
(juired  an  almost  European  reputa^ 
tion  for  his  skill  in  difficult  passes, 
his  adventurous  spirit,  his  mcredible 
powers  of  endurance  at  a  somewhat 
advanced  age,  and  his  readiness  to 
assist  travelers.  He  has  usually  lived 
in  the  H.  du  Mont  Rosa.  Franz  An- 
denmatten,  Moritz  Zurbrftcken,  and 
Joseph  Venetz  are  good  guides. 

In  approaching  the  Moro  from  the 
side  of  Saas  it  is  possible  to  ride 
as  far  as  TelHboden,  -^  hour  above 
the  Distel  ch&lets;  but,  although  the 
accommodation  is  better  at  Saas,  those 
who  wish  to  secure  the  view  from  the 
summit  will  prefer  to  sleep  at  the 
Mattmark  See,  only  2  hrs.  from  the 
top.    5^  hrs.  are  reauired  from  Saas. 

Saas  stands  in  a  basin  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  mountains, 
which  are  not  seen  from  the  village, 
lower  ranges  intercepting  the  view. 
The  plain  of  Saas  is  beautiful  amidst 
the  wild  scenery  which  surrounds  it: 
it  is  nearly  1  m.  lone,  and  its  verdant 
meadows  are  refresning  to  look  upon 
after  the  sterility  of  the  upper  valley 
and  the  pass  of  the  Moro.     . 

A  very  interesting  excursion  of  a  few 
hours,  which  no  one  should  omit,  may 
be  made  from  Saas  to  the  vailey  arid 
hamlet  of  Fee,  lying  in  a  short  lateral 
valley,  surrounded  by  lofty  peaks.  The 
head  of  the  valley  consists  of  an  am- 
phitheatre of  glaciers,  somewhat  re- 
sembling the  Cirques  of  the  Pyrenees, 
but  on  a  grander  scale.  The  principal 
peaks  are — to  the  S.  the  AUaieinhom, 
ascended  by  Mr.  Ames  in  1856;  then 
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the  Alphubel;  and,  on  the  W.  side,  the 
two  Afiachabelhomer,  the  Taschhomt  and 
the  Ihm.  The  height  of  the  latter  is 
14,935  ft,  or  900  n.  higher  than  the 
FinsCer-Aarhom  ;  it  is  the  highest 
mountain  in  Switzerland  proper.  It 
was  first  ascended  in  1858  by  the 
"Rev,  LI.  Davies.  In  the  midst  of  the 
glaciers  is  a  singular  green  spot,  al- 
most an  island  in  the  sea  of  ice,  called 
the  Gletscker  Alp,.  2  hrs.  from  Saas,^ 
which  is  used  as  a  pasture  in  summer, 
when  it  is  a  perfect  garden  of  wild 
flowers.  It  may  usu^ly  be  reached 
without  crossing  the  glacier,  but  the 
path  passes  through  a  goive  between 
the  2  Dranches  of  the  glacier  with  al- 
most overhangingmasses  of  ice  on  either 
hand,  not  more  than  30  or  40  feet 
apart,  and  it  should  not  be  attempted 
without  a  good  guide,  blocks  of  ice 
frequently  breaking  off  and  falling 
across  the  path.  From  the  head  of 
the  valley  is  a  fine  view,  and  the  F^e 
glacier  has  retreated  so  as  to  leave 
a  safe  path.  Mules  can  reach  the 
foot  of  tne  pass. 

There  are  two  exceedingly  difficult 
passes — the  Adler  Joch,  or  Col  Im- 
seno;,  and  the  Allelein  Pass,  from  Saas 
to  Zermatt(Rte.  127). 

East  of  Saas,  the  main  diain,  com- 
prehending the  Fletschom  and  WeisB- 
mies, both  exceeding  1 3,000  ft.  in  height, 
iU>ounds  in  interest.  One  route  N.  of 
the  Fletschom  descends  midway  be- 
tween the  hospice  and  village  of  Sim- 
plon :  it  must  command  magnificent 
yiewB  of  the  Bernese  Alps.  The 
Fietschom  itself  was  ascended  in  1 856 
by  the  Cure  and  a  party  of  £nglish. 
There  is  another  pass  up  the  Alma- 
gell  valley  over  the  S.  flank  of  the 
WeU'mies  (ascended  in  1859  by  Mr. 
HinchlifT),  descending  by  Zwischber- 
gen  to  Gondo:  the  desceniy  as  seen 
from  the  Simplon  road,  appears  to  be 
very  steep  and  very  grand;  probably 
the  Col  IS  a  difficuU  one*  A  thira 
pass  leads  to  the  Val  d'Antrona,  be- 
low Domo  d'Ossola,  up  the  Furgfje-ihcU, 
a  desolate  and  not  picturesque  vaUey 
hiffh  up  in  the  mountain-side,  above 
Aunagell:  the  passage  of  the  Furgve 

S lacier  offers  no  difliculty,  and  the 
escent  to  Piedmont  is  free  from  ice, 


but  very  steep.  There  used  to  be  a 
mule-road,  orwhich  portions  still  re- 
main. North  of  the  Col,  and  perhaps 
1000  ft  higher,  there  is  a  point  called 
the  Latelhom,  which  juts  out  like  a 
belvedere,  the  main  chain  falling  back 
right  and  left,  and  commands  a  most 
superb  view  over  the  entire  range 
of  the  Alps  from  Monte  Rosa  to 
the  Tyrol,  with  the  subordinate 
ranges  of  Piedmont,  Tessin,  and  Lom- 
bardy.  This  point  is  new ;  it  is  pro- 
bably not  above  10,000  ft.,  but  easy 
of  aoeesa,  and  commands  a  splendid 
view.  Horses  can  go  within  l^  hr., 
or  less,  of  the  top;  and  the  remainder 
of  the  ascentt  except  just  the  horn 
itself  for  some  200  ft.,  is  easy.  There 
are  beds  of  snow,  but  no  ioe  to  cross. 
By  a  tolerable  walker  the  excursion 
from  Saas  and  back  may  be  made  in 
10  hrs.,  allowing  1  hr.  on  the  top,  and 
i  hr.  for  refreshment.  A  high  point 
at  the  head  of  the  Ofenthai^  3  hrs. 
foom  the  ./n»  at  the  Mattmarksee,  is 
not  difficult  of  access,  and  affords  a 
glorioua  view. 

From  Saas,  by  Stalden  to  Yisp,  5| 
hrs..  Is  a  good  bridle-path« 

The  scenery  for  the  entire  way  is 
extremely  beautifuL 

Below  Saas  the  valley  closes  in 
and  forms  a  defile,  which  enlarges 
into  a  little  mountain-enclosed  plain 
by  the  village  of  Balen,  at  the  foot  of 
the  sharp-pointed  snow-peak  of  the 
Balfrmt  first  ascended  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R>  Watson.  The  path  here  crosses  to 
the  rt.  bank,  and  soon  returns  again  to 
the  L  side  of  the  Vispach.  The  valley 
doses  into  a  narrow  gorge,  and  the 
path  is  forced  to  mount  high  above 
the  torrent,  liifony  wooden  crosses, 
the  memorials  of  accidents  from  snow 
and  avalanches,  are  passed.  In  3^  hrSk 
from  Saas  the  valley  suddenly  en- 
larges at  the  iunction  of  the  Saaser 
Vispach  with  the  main  stream  of  the 
Oomer  Viapaoh  descending  the  Matter 
Thai  from  Zermatt.  The  path  crosses 
the  Einnbrficke,  a  single  arch  150  ft. 
above  the  stream,  and  reaches 

Staldm,  about  5  m.  above  Visp,  (See 
Rtes.  59  and  127.) 
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ROUTE  123. 

VARALLO  TO  THE  VAL  ANZASCA,  BY 
THE  VAL  MA8TALONE,  OK  BT  YAL 
8ERMENTA. 

There  are  4  roates  by  which  tra- 
vellers may  reach  the  Val  Aneasca 
from  Varallo,  all  much  to  be  preferred 
to  the  pass  of  the  Tarlo.     (Rte.  1 24.) 

a.  The  easiest  and  perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  route  is  through  the  Vai 
Mastcdone,  and  over  the  Barranca  Pass. 
There  is  a  good  char-road  from  Va- 
rallo  to  Ferrera  and  Fobello.  From 
thence  Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  8 
or  10  hrs.  steady  walking.  Males  can 
rarelv  be  taken  over  the  pass,  but  it 
is  advisable  to  walk  the  descent  on 
either  side. 

For  the  first  league  from  Varallo 
the  valley  gradually  contracts  till  the 
road  reaches  a  remarkable  gorge  where 
the  river,  hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks 
150  ft.  high,  is  spanned  by  a  stone 
arch  callCKl  the  Ponte  della  Gala, 
too  narrow  for  wheel-vehicles.  A 
bridge  has  been  constructed  for  the 
carnage-road,  which  was  completed 
as  fietr  as  Ferrera  in  1858,  and  is 
^ow  open  to  Fobello.  The  scenery 
for  the  entire  distance  is  of  the  most 
exquisite  character,  the  vegetation 
being  even  richer  than  in  me  Yal 
Sesia.  At  about  10  m.  from  Varallo 
the  valley  divides,  the  rt.  hand  branch 
leading  to  Rimella  (Rte.  118),  the  1. 
hand  to 

Fobeliot  where  there  is  a  very  good 
country  Inn,  H.d*Italie  (Uchetta  s),  the 
best  in  the  valley.  Landlord  was  cook 
in  one  of  the  great  Turin  hotels.  This 
valley  is  the  cradle  of  cooks,  who 
migrate  hence  all  over  Europe.  The 
upper  end  of  the  Val  Mastalone  is 
open  and  rather  bare  of  foliage,  and  the 
ascent  to  the  Barranca  Pose  is  steep, 


and  not  free  from  difficulty.  The 
summit,  (5740  ft.)  where  there  is  a 
small  oratory,  reached  in  4  hrs.  from 
Fobello,  has  some  open  undulating 
ground  where  the  track  from  the  Col 
d*£gaa  joins  that  leading  from  Fo- 
bello. This  view  is  not  improved  by 
ascending  the  tempting  hill  1.  of  the 
Col.  The  descent  towards  the  Val 
Olloccia  is  abrupt,  and  in  parts  steep, 
and  the  views  over  the  Val  Anzasca  are 
magnificent.  A  mountaineer  will  have 
no  great  difficulty  in  finding  his  way, 
but  may  probably  miss  the  path  and 
lose  time  if  without  a  guide.  If  a  mule 
be  taken  it  is  essential  to  have  some 
one  well  acquainted  with  the  ground 
on  both  sides.  The  Val  Ollcccia,  a 
tributary  of  the  Val  Anzasca,  is  one  of 
the  most  richly-wooded  of  the  southern 
valleys  of  the  Alps,  but  for  some  years 
the  axe  has  been  at  work,  and  much 
magnificent  timber  has  already  been 
felled. 

Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  3  hrs. 
from  the  summit.  Here  the  traveller 
may  now  find  tolerable  quarters  (^Alb. 
al  Ponte  Grande  (Rte.  121). 

The  village  of  Banio  is  on  a  height, 
15  min.  walk  from  Ponte  Grande. 

6.  There  is  another  pass  from  the 
Val  Mastalone  bv  the  eastern  or  Ri- 
mella branch  of  the  valley.  It  is 
rather  more  direct,  but  is  said  to  be 
less  easy.    (See  Rte.  118.) 

c.  Parallel  to  the  Val  Mastalone  if 
another  equally  beautiful,  called  the 
Vai  Sermmta,  or  Val  Piocola,  to  dis- 
tin^ish  it  from  the  Val  Grande,  or 
main  valley  of  the  Sesia.  This  joins 
the  Sesia  at  the  hamlet  of  Balmuccia. 
about  6  m.  from  Varallo.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Val  Sermenta  is  yery 
narrow  and  tortuous :  a  char-road  is  in 
progress  aa  far  as  Rimasco.  Passing 
the  villages  Bncdaletto  and  Fervenio^  for 
which  the  contracted  valley  scarcely 
affords  space,  in  2A  hrs.  from  Bal- 
muccia  the  mule-path  reaches 

BmuticOj  where  there  is  a  rnde  but 
tolerable  /«n,  with  bath,  kept  by  very 
civil  people.  This,  the  chief  village  in 
the  valley,  is  situated  just  at  the  fork 
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where  it  divides  into  2  branches ;  that 
on  the  1.  band  leading  through  grand 
scenery  to  the  German  village  of 
Rtma,  while  the  rt.  hand  branch  leads 
to  the  Yal  Anzasca  by  Garcoforo. 

[From  Rima  there  are  two,  if  not 
three,  passes  leading  to  Alagna,  and 
there  is  another  track  mounting  steeply 
to  the  westward,  by  which  the  Turlo 
pass  is  gained  close  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.     (See  Rte.  124.)} 

Above  Rimasco  the  valley  becomes 
more  wild  and  open,  and  in  1^  hr.  the 
tracic  reaches  the  last  village — 

CarcoforOy  where  there  is  a  poor  Irm, 
not  very  bad.  From  hence  the  tra- 
veller has  the  choice  of  2  routes  to 
the  Yal  Anzasea,  but  even  if  bound 
for  the  head  of  that  valley  he  will  do 
better  to  take  the  Gol  d'Egua,  leading 
to  Ponte  Grande,  so  as  to  enjoy  the 
glorious  walk  from  that  village  to 
Macugnaga. 

The  summit  of  the  Col  d'Egua  (7060 
ft.)  may  be  reached  in  2  hrs.  from 
Garcoforo  by  a  rather  steep  and  con- 
tinuous ascent.  The  summit,  when 
clear,  is  said  to  command  a  very  grand 
view,  similar  in  character  to  that  from 
the  Gol  di  Gampello  (Rte.  118).  From 
the  top  there  is  a  rapid  descent  over 
rough  ground  to  the  undulating  ridge 
which  forms  the  summit  of  the  Bar- 
ranca Pass  above  described.  The 
track,  which  is  ill-marked,  joins  that 
ftom  Rimella  close  to  the  small  oratory. 
The  descent  to  Banio  and  Ponte  Grande 
has  been  already  described.  Time  from 
Garcoforo  to  Ponte  Grande,  5^  to 
6  hrs. 

d.  Travellers  pressed  for  time,  and 
wishing  to  reach  Macugnaga  in  one 
long  day  from  Yaralio,  may  take  a 
pass,  which  diverges  from  that  last 
described,  at  the  village  of  Garcoforo, 
about  the  same  height,  but  more 
interesting  than  that  of  the  Turlo 
(see  Rte.  124).  The  ascent  from 
Garcoforo  is  very  steep ;  in  ascending  it 
takes  more  than  3  hrs.  (in  descending 
2  hrs.)  to  reach  the  summit  of  the 
Boochettadi  Carcoforo,  This  commands 
ft  magnificent  view  of  Monte  Rosa  and 
the  Saas  Grat.    In  descending  there  is 


a  faintly  marked  track  along  a  steep 
slope  until  an  abandoned  mine  (gold  ?) 
is  reached.  Below  this  the  path 
descends  into  the  short 

Vad  Quarazzohf  a  branch  of,  or 
rather  a  recess  in,  the  Vol  Qaowcuza, 
down  which  descends  the  path  from 
the  Turlo.  The  guides  usually  de- 
scend to  Borca,  but  this  is  unneces- 
sary, and  there  is  a  shorter  track  to 
Macugnaga  by  the  S.  side  of  the  Ansa. 
Time  from  Balmuccia,  10  hrs.  steady 
walking,  exclusive  of  halts. 

The  trout*iishing  is  reported  to  be 
very  good  in  the  Yals  Sermenta  and 
Mastalone.  In  both  the  beauty  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  brilliant 
aqua-marine  green  of  the  water  and 
the  abundant  chesnut  woods. 


ROUTE  124. 

MACITGNAOA  TO  GRE880NAT,  BT  THE 
TURLO  PASS— THB  OOL  D*OLLSN — 
COL  DI  VAL  IM>BBIA. 

The  most  direct,  but  not  the  most 
interesting,  route  for  travellers  making 
the  tour  at  Monte  Rosa  is  to  proceed 
from  Macugnaga  to  Alagna  by  the 
Turlo  Pass.  It  presents  no  difficulty 
to  the  practised  pedestrian,  but  is 
long  and  fatiguing.  The  regular  track 
commences  at  Borca,  but  some  time  is 
saved  by  crossing  the  Anza  below 
Macugnaga  and  taking  a  path  which 
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leads  into  the  Val  Quarassa  aboTe  its 
juDctioD  with  the  Anza.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Val  Quarazza  is  pleasing 
aud  the  ascent  gentle.  After  ascend- 
ing for  about  l^  hr.  the  trayeller 
finds  himself  at  the  base  of  a  steep 
rocky  range  which  endrcles  the  head 
of  the  valley.  The  slopes,  which  occur 
in  the  intervals  between  the  out- 
cropping walls  of  bare  rock,  are 
covered  with  rhododendron  and  other 
stunted  Alpine  shrubs.  It  is  most 
prudent  to  keep  to  the  track,  which 
IS  ill-marked,  but  in  descending  on 
this  side  the  mountaineer  will  make 
short  work  of  these  slopes,  using  due 
caution  to  avoid  a  slip,  which  might  be 
dangerous.  Towaros  the  summit  are 
some  rather  long  and  steep  slopes  of 
snow,  tiresome  enough  to  mount,  but 
easy  in  the  descent.  The  actual 
summit  of  the  pass  (9141  ft.)  is 
marked  by  a  cross,  and  is  a  mere 
sharp  ridge  of  rock  forming  the  pro- 
longation of  agreat  spur  which  extends 
from  the  Signal  Kuppe  between  the 
valleys  of  Anzasca  and  Sesia.  A  little 
S.E.  of  the  cross  are  some  rocks  which 
command  an  extensive  view  towards 
the  Lago  Maggiore  and  the  mountains 
beyond  it,  but  the  higher  summits  of 
Honte  Kosa  are  not  visible.  It  takes 
4}  hrs.  to  reach  the  top  of  the  pass 
from  Macugnaga.  On  the  S.W.  side 
the  track,  when  not  covered  with 
snow,  is  better  marked.  It  winds 
round  the  N.  side  of  a  hollow  filled 
with  snow,  and  continues  for  some 
time  nearly  due  S.,  in  places  over 
scattered  d&ris,  where  it  is  easily  lost. 
It  then  bears  away  to  the  westward 
until  it  reaches  a  group  uf  miserable- 
looking  chilets,  beyond  which  is  the 
final  descent  into  the  Val  Sesia,  which 
is  reached  at  a  bridge  over  the  Sesia, 
nearly  an  hour's  walk  above  Alagua. 
8  hrs.  exclusive  of  stoppages  should 
be  allowed,  but  an  active  mountaineer 
might  accomplish  the  distance  in 
7  hrs. 

Alacjna  (ffiOel:  Monte  Rosa,  good 
and  clean),  though  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  magnificent  scenery, 
does  not  comnand  a  view  of  any  of 
the  peaks  of  Monte  Bon.    Unreason- 


able demands  are  made  here  both  for 
guides  and  mules,  which  ought  to  be 
resisted. 

A  very  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Alagna  to  the  Pile  Aip 
and  the  Val  di  Bours,  or  EmbourSf  as 
written  by  the  Schlagintweits.  For 
the  first  hour  the  track  is  the  same 
as  that  to  the  Col  di  Turlo.  It  crosses 
and  recrosses  the  Sesia,  passing,  about 
2  m.  from  Alagna,  the  abandoned 
gold-mine  of  Kries.  Beyond  this  a 
wayside  oratory  is  passed  close  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Sesia,  near  which  com- 
mences the  ascent  to  the  Turlo.  The 
path  to  the  Pile  Alp  keeps  to  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Sesia,  mounting  a  steep 
staircase  of  rock  on  the  slope  of  the 
Sto^elberg,  which  is  the  monntain  that 
shuts  out  from  Alagua  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa.  After  passing  a  cluster 
of  poor  ch&lets  the  traveller  reaches  in 
1^  hr.  fVom  Alagna  a  point  which 
commands  an  admirable  view  of  the 
S.E.  portion  of  Monte  Rosa. 

On  the  left  is  seen  one  of  the  peaks 
(but  not  the  highest  point)  of  the 
Vincent  Pyramide,  next,  in  the  back>- 
ground,  the  Schwarzhorn  and  Lud- 
wiflshohe,  then  the  Parnits  Spitze, 
and  lastly  the  grand  mass  of  the  Signal 
Kujppe,  The  latter  peak  ( 14,964  ft.  in 
height)  was  ascended  in  1842  by  M. 
Gnifetti,  the  curd  of  Alagna,  an  ex- 
cellent mountuneer,  who  is  very 
ready  to  give  information  and  advice 
to  strangers  visiting  his  native  valley. 
Those  who  desire  a  still  nearer  view 
of  these  grand  peaks  will  be  well  re- 
warded if  they  push  on  from  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  ridge  N.  of  the  Val  di 
Bours,  about  if  hr.  farther.  At  the 
head  of  the  Vsl  di  Bours  is  a  very  fine 
waterfall  fed  by  the  snows  of  Monte 
Rosa,  and  descending  from  a  ^at 
height  (600  ft.  ?)  In  the  same  direc- 
tion there  is  a  Col— called  Col  delk 
Piscie — ^by  which  an  active  moun- 
taineer might  reach  the  Val  des  Lys, 
either  joining  the  path  from  the  Col 
d'  Ollen,  near  the  Gabiet  See,  or  de- 
scending by  the  E.  side  of  the  Lys 
Glacier.  U  is  said  to  be  also  possible 
to  reach  the  summit  of  the  Col  d'Ollen 
from  the  Val  di  Bours,  so  that  a 
traveller  might  leave  Alagna  in  the 
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morning,  follow  the  track  by  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  Val  di  Boars,  thence  cross 
to  the  Col  d'  Ollen,  ascend  the  Gem- 
stein,  and  reacik  Gressonay  the  same 
day.  These  expeditions  should  be  un- 
dertaken only  by  well-trained  moun- 
taineers. Alagna  is  the  meeting  place 
of  many  different  routes.  That  from 
Varallo  by  the  Val  Sesia  has  been  de- 
scribed iu  Rte.  119.  The  traveller 
bonnd  for  the  Val  Anzasca  may  best 
takn  either  of  the  two  passes — the  Coi 
di  Moiddj  or  the  Col  di  Rima — ^leading 
to  Rima  in  the  W.  branch  of  the  Viu 
Sermeuta.  The  first-named  is  the 
better  of  the  two,  and,  though  unfre- 
quented, is  described  as  a  beautiful 
and  easy  pass,  reaching  Rima  in  4^ 
hrs.— 2^  to  the  top,  Ij  to  descend.  2 
hrs.  farther  is  Rimasco  (Rte.  123). 
The  two  most  frequented  passes  from 
the  Val  Sesia  to  the  Val  de  Lys  are 
the  Col  d'Ollen,commencingat  Alagna, 
and  the  Col  di  Val  Dobbia,  the  path 
to  which  turns  from  the  Val  Sesia  at 
Riva,  1  \  m.  below  Alagna.  The  first 
is  the  more  interesting,  and  should 
always  be  preferred  in  fine  weather ; 
the  second  is  shorter  and  much  easier, 
being  a  good  mule-path,  but  it  is  com- 
paratively tame  and  unexciting. 

a.  The  ascent  to  the  Col  dT  Ollen 
begins  immediately  above  the  village, 
and  occupies  4  hrs. ;  the  last  hour  is  very 
steep,  and  in  bad  weather  the  path  may 
easily  be  lost.  None  but  ver^  good 
mules  should  be  taken  over  this  pass, 
as  the  track  is  difficult.  It  is  1000  ft. 
higher  than  Col  de  Val  Dobbia,  and 
more  than  1  hr.  longer ;  but  is  far  pre- 
ferable on  account  of  its  views.  [On 
reaching  the  Col  (9553  ft.)  the  traveller 
should  ascend  the  peak  of  the  Gematem, 
half  an  hour's  climb  above  the  summit, 
on  the  N.  side,  from  which  there  is  a 
magnificent  view  of  desolation  on  the 
side  of  the  Alps  and  richness  on  the 
side  of  Italy.]  Nothing  can  be  ima- 
gined finer  than  the  head  of  the  Lvs- 
tbal.  The  Lys-gletscher,  which  de- 
scends low,  is'formed  by  the -union  of 
two  magnificent  branches,  which  sweep 
down  from  the  Lys  Kamm.  Rock, 
river,  rich  pasturages,  forests,  glaciers, 
and  mountains,  are  so  admirably  com- 
bined as  to  present  a  series  of  most  { 


exauisite  views,  both  in  descending 
and  in  passing  along  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  On  the  descent  is  passed  a 
lonely  tarn,  called  the  Qabiet  See,  near 
which  is  a  ch&let  better  than  common 
where  milk  may  be  procured.  Near 
the  village  chapel  of  San  Giacomo,  and 
close  by  the  road,  there  is  a  remark- 
ably picturesque  spot  on  the  river, 
which  has  hollowed  itself  a  very  deep 
channel,  across  which  has  fallen  a 
mass  of  rock,  forming  a  natural  bridge, 
which  leads  to  the  chapel  and  some 
adjacent  houses.  A  sharp  descent  of 
2^  hrs.  leads  to  Trinitk  in  the  Lysthal, 
whence  it  is  1^^  hr.  to  Gressonay ;  or 
if  the  traveller  intends  to  cross  the 
Betta  Furca  (see  Rte.  125)  he  may 
take  a  track  to  the  rt.  and  merely  cross 
the  Val  de  Lys  at  St.  Giacomo,  at  ouce 
commencing  the  ascent  of  the  second 
Col,  but  it  is  a  long  and  fatiguing 
day's  walk  to  reach  the  head  of  the 
Val  d'Ayas  from  Alagna. 

h.  The  route  to  the  Col  di  Val 
Dobbia  starts  from  Riva  (Route  119), 
and  ascends  the  narrow  ravine  of  the 
Dobbia,  by  a  long  and  steep  path,  in 
some  places  overhanging  the  torrent, 
in  others  disputing  with  the  river  the 
narrow  course  through  which  both 
must  struggle.  After  passing  the 
miserable  hamlet  of  Grato.  near  to 
which  there  is  a  floe  waterfall  gushing 
out  to  the  black  ravine,  the  abrupt 
ascent  to  tlie  Col  rises  through  a  pine 
forest,  and  thence  over  Alpioe  pas- 
turages by  a  long  and  fatiguing  path, 
which  offers  no  object  of  particular 
interest  to  the  traveller. 

The  distance  from  Riva  to  the  Col, 
which  is  8250  ft.  above  the  level  «if 
the  sea,  requires  4  hrs.  On  the  summit 
there  is  an  humble  Hospice— vl  stone 
house  of  2  stories,  affordiog  acceptable 
shelter  during  snow-storms  to  travel- 
lers ;  it  is  the  successor  probably  of  a 
hovel  which  existed  in  Saussure's  time. 
It  was  built  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
commune  of  Riva  and  of  an  individual 
of  Gressonay,  the  cauon  Sottile.  It  is 
inhabited  throughout  the  year  by  2 
civil  men  who  attend  to  travellers  and 
their  wants.  A  view  is  obtained  from 
the  summit,  extending  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mont  Blanc  to  thQ 
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Alp8  of  the  Yal  Tellina.  The  Monte 
Rosa  is  concealed  from  the  traveller, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  descent  the 
deep  vallej  of  the  Lys  offers  views 
rivalling  any  in  the  Great  Chain. 

The  descent  to  Gressonay  may  be 
easily  made  in  2  hrs. 

Oressonay  (St.  Jean).  (Irms :  that  of 
•Delapierre  is  very  good,  well  supplied 
for  so  remote  a  situation,  and  the 
landlord  most  attentive;  a  new  Inn, 
kept  by  M.  Sebastian  Lintz,  is  highly 
spoken  of;  guides  and  mules.)  Dela* 
pierre  and  his  son  Ferdinand  are 
both  good  guides,  and  he  provides 
mules  with  side-saddles  for  ladies. 
Travellers  must  not  expect  to  find  the 
ordinar}'  guides  at  this  or  other  vil- 
lages about  Monte  Rosa  at  all  worthy 
of  comparison  with  the  professional 

Slides  of  Chamouni  or  the  Bernese 
berland.    The  mules  also  are  gene- 
rally inferior  animals. 

Gressonay  is  properly  the  name  of 
the  commune  which  includes  all  the 
upper  part  of  the  Vol  de  Lys,  or 
Lysthal.  There  are  many  hamlets 
scattered  along  the  course  of  the  stream 
for  a  distance  of  about  8  m.  The 
principal  one  is  that  of  St  Jean,  where 
alune  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found.  The  beauty  of  the  scenery^  the 
interesting  objects  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  comfortable  quarters, 
combine  to  make  this  the  most  de- 
sirable -stopping-place  on  the  Italian 
side  of  Monte  Rosa ;  but  for  those  who 
desire  a  close  acquaintance  with  the 
great  mountain,  the  distance  of  St. 
Jean  from  the  head  of  the  valley  (fully 
3  hrs.  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier) 
is  a  serious  drawback.  St  Jean  is 
4530  It.  above  the  sea. 

In  the  communes  at  the  heads  of 
the  Piedmontese  valleys  of  Monte 
Rosa  the  German  language  is  spoken ; 
at  Alagna  in  the  Val  Sesia,  above 
Pestarena  in  the  Val  Anzasca,  and  in 
this  which  is  the  most  considerable  of 
the  German  communes.  The  manners 
of  these  communities  are  as  distinct  as 
their  language  from  that  of  their 
neighbours  lower  down  the  valleys, 
with  whom  they  hold  little  intercourse : 
they  encourage  a  pride  of  birth  and 
birthplace  which  strongly  keeps  up 


the  separation.  At  Gressonay  this  is 
perhaps  morestrongly  exemplified  than 
m  any  other  of  the  valleys.  Here 
their  characters  are  distinguished  for 
honesty  and  industry,  and  few  com- 
munities have  a  higher  moral  tone. 
Crime  is  almost  unknown  among  them : 
and  if  disputes  arise,  the  syndic  or 
magistrate  elected  by  themselves  hears 
the  complaint,  and  effects  an  amicable 
settlement.  They  possess  many  of 
those  comforts  which  an  Englishman 
appreciates,  and  which  are  unknown 
to  the  lower  inhabitants  of  the  valleys. 
Their  education  and  attainments  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  is  usually  found 
in  such  a  class,  especially  in  such  a 
place.  Many  of  their  young  men  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  the  abili- 
ties which  they  have  displayed  when 
they  have  gone  abroad  in  the  world. 
They  have  become  merchants  and 
bankers,  and  many  from  among  them 
have  become  eminent  for  learning  and 
science,  and  reflected  honour  on  the 
little  community  located  in  this  Alpine 
solitude.  Among  these  is  Herr  Zum- 
stein,  better  known  in  the  Val  Sesia  as 
M.  de  la  Pierre,  inspector  of  the 
forests  of  the  Val  Sesia,  who  long 
since  explored  the  flanks  and  ascended 
one  of  the  summits  of  Monte  Rosa, 
and  gave  great  assistance  to  Col.  Von 
Welden  in  his  topography  of  Monte 
Rosa.  , 

Irrespective  of  the  passes  that  lead 
from  Gressonav  to  the  K — already  de- 
scribed— and  those  leading  westward, 
described  in  Rte.  125,  there  are  many 
interesting  excursions  to  be  made,  and 
travellers  do  unwisely  who  merely 
hurry  through  without  seeing  as  much 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  as 
weather  and  strength  will  permit. 
The  most  interesting  excursion  in  fine 
weather  is  that  to  the  Lys  Glacier. 
There  is  a  good  paved  mule-path  as 
far  as  Novench,  where  Herr  Zumstein 
resides.  Beyond  this  (about  l^  hr. 
from  St  Jean)  is  the  rather  large 
hamlet  of  Gressonay  la  Trinitii,  Next 
is  San  Giacomo,  from  whence  a  path  to 
the  Col  d'Ollen  ascends  on  the  rt.,  and 
that  to  the  Betta  Furca  on  the  1.  (see 
Rte.  125).  The  last  hamlet  is  San 
Fietro,  and  beyond  it,  at  a  spot  called 
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Am  Bett,  is  a  large  hoase  belonging  to 
Baron  Peocoz,  a  native  of  tiie  yalley^ 
who,  after  having  acquired  a  fortune 
and  title  in  Germany,  has  returned  to 
his  birthplace,  and  there  indulges  in 
the  passion  for  chamois-hunting.  He 
has  several  chAlets  on  the  uei^bonr* 
ing  mountains,  one  of  which  is  close 
to  the  £.  bank  of  the  Lys  Glacier, 
and  a  house  at  St.  Jean,  where  he 
keeps  a  collection  of  trophies  of  the 
chase,  including  some  unusually  fine 
bouqnetin's  heads.  The  Lys  Glacier 
is  more  easily  approaciied  on  the  £. 
than  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
moraine  is  extremely  high  and  steep. 
It  is  well  worth  wliile  to  ascend  by 
the  lateral  moraine  until  the  less 
crevassed  part  is  reached,  and  then  to 
advance  over  the  glacier  towards  the 
base  of  the  Naae,  a  conspicuous  peak 
or  promontory  of  rock  standing  oat  in 
the  midst  of  the  glacier,  which  falls 
in  magnificent  ice-cascades  at  either 
side  of  it.  Practised  mountaineers 
may  cross  the  glacier,  and  descend 
the  steep  moraine  on  the  W.  side :  not 
less  than  10  hrs.  should  be  allowed 
for  the  excursion.  On  the  £.  side  of 
the  glacier,  and  below  the  Vincent 
Pyramide,is  the  Bokes  Licht^  a  rounded 
prominence,  where  at  one  time  a  gold- 
mine was  worked  at  more  than  10,800 
ft.  above  the  sea. 

A.  hut  was  constructed  near  the 
mine,  which  served  Zumstein  and 
other  explorers  of  Monte  Rosa  as  a 
sleeping-place.  Another  hut  was  sub- 
sequently built  about  600  ft.  lower,  on 
the  ridge  descending  from  the  Vincent 
Pyramide,  close  to  the  summit  of  the 
Col  delle  Piscie.  The  brothers  Schla- 
gintweit  remained  there  for  14  days 
in  1851  engaged  in  scientific  observa- 
tions. The  height  of  this  hut,  called 
Vincentshntte,  is  10,3'r3  ft. 

The  finest  panoramic  view  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gressonay  is  that 
from  the  snmmit  of  the  Graues  JIaupt, 
or  Grauhaupt,  1 1,040  En^.  ft.  in  height. 
Its  crags  rising  precipitously  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  Val  de  Lys  are  conspi- 
cuous from  Zermatt. 

"  No  one  should,  if  possible,  leave 
Gressonay  without  ascending  it,  if  the 
weather  be  favourable.    It  is  a  difli- 


eolt  excuTBion  ftnr  ladies,  at  least  to 
the  very  top,  though  one  was  of  our 
party.  The  view  from  the  snmmit  is 
a  superb  panorama,  and  may  certainly 
count  amongst  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
After  ascending  the  Val  de  Lys  for 
35  min.  a  steep  path  by  the  side  of  a 
waterfall  on  the  1.  leads  up  to  a 
cluster  of  ch&lets  and  some  luxuriant 
pasturages ;  it  is  well  to  start  early,  so 
as  to  get  over  this  part  before  the'snu 
appears  above  the  mountains  on  the 
£.  side  of  the  valley.  Thence  the 
ascent  is  more  easy,  over  the  side  of 
the  hill,  rich  with  rhododendrons  and 
mosses,  till  vegetation  begins  to  cease, 
and  the  path  mounts  bv  the  side  of  a 
mountain-stream  till  it  reaches  (in 
3  hrs.  from-  Gressonay)  the  Col  de 
Pinta,  a  wild  and  d^olate  depression 
in  the  ridge,  strewn  with  large  rocks, 
where,  as  well  as  at  the  summit,  there 
is  a  pyramid  of  stones,  a  **  homme  de 
pierre "  as  the  guides  call  it.  Here 
the  mule-path  euda,  and,  if  ladies  are 
not  strong  enough  to  mount  further, 
they  will  be  amply  compensated  by 
the  view  from  this  point.  The  higher 
part  of  the  mountain  itself  intercepts 
the  view  of  the  Moute  Rosa  chain,  but 
the  whole  range  from  Mont  Combin 
to  the  Grand  Paradis  in  the  range  on 
the  S.  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  is  seen; 
Mont  Blanc  rearing  its  hu^  amphi- 
theatre of  ice  high  al)ove  its  neigh- 
bours. Beyond  this  the  way — not 
|Mith,  for  there  is  none — lies  over  loose 
shingle  and  shale ;  several  large  rocks 
have  to  be  either  circumvented  or 
climbed,  and  the  incline,  just  after 
the  Col,  is  very  steep:  afterwards  it 
lies  over  harder  stones,  the  footing  on 
which  is  more  secure;  5  or  10  min. 
before  reaching  the  summit  there  is 
a  very  stiff  climb  of  20  or  30  ft.  of 
steep  rock,  and  in  less  than  2  hrs. 
from  the  Col  the  top  is  reached,  where 
we  remained  an  hour.  A  perfect 
circle  of  mountains  here  reward  the 
trouble  of  the  climb:  the  whole  of 
Monte  Rosa  with  the  majestic  Matter- 
horn  appear  quite  close ;  Mont  Blanc, 
farther  away  to  the  W.,  easily  proves 
itself  to  be  the '  Monarch  of  Moun- 
tains,' at  least  in  height.  The  Pic  de 
Grivola,  the  Grand  Paradis,  and  all  the 
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ridge  N.  of  Tarin,  are  in  the  middle 
distance;  whilst  the  Maritime  Alps 
that  bound  the  Riviera  from  Nice  to 
Genoa,  with  Monte  Viso  conspicuously 
great  on  the  one  side,  and  Uie  Tyro- 
lean Alps  with  the  huge  Orteler  Spitz 
on  the  other,  form  a  splendid  back- 
ground to  this  glorious  panorama. 

*'  The  Ck>l  is  a  couYenient  place,  after 
descending  from  the  actual  summit, 
for  the  mid-day  d^jeCuier:  pro^ions 
however  must  be  taken,  as  nothing 
but  very  excellent  milk  can  be  ob- 
tained at  the  high  ch&leto."— C.  C.  T. 

The  time,  exclusive  of  stoppages, 
is:— 


To  AsosfD. 


Up  the  valley 
Up  to  the  Col 
Up  to  the  top 


h*  ID* 

0  36 

a  30 

1  65 


To  Dbsokkd. 

Down  to  the  Ool     ....  0  68 

Down  to  the  volley      ...  1  66 

ToGressonay 0  20 


S    10 


Those  who  do  not  feel  confident  of 
their  strength  will  do  much  better  to 
attempt  some  easier  summit,  rather 
than  stop  short  in  the  ascent  of  the 
Grauhaupt  at  the  Col  di  Piota.  Such 
a  point  IS  the  Pointe  de  Combetta, 
S.  of  the  Col  di  Banzola  (Rte.  125). 
Another  summit,  less  difficult  than 
the  Grauhaupt,  but  more  laborious 
than  the  Combetta,  is  the  Tdchenhom, 
whose  top  is  seen  exactly  in  the  back- 
ground of  the  valley  from  the  bridge 
of  Gressonay.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  pro- 
longation of  the  ridge  of  the  Hohes 
Licht. 

*'  It  is  a  walk  of  2)  hrs.  to  reach  ita 
foot,  passing  the  paths  leading  to  the 
Col  d'Ollen  on  the  rt.,  and  Betta  Furca 
on  the  1.  A  severe  scramble  of  2  hrs. 
brought  us  to  the  summit,  over  short 
prickly  grass,  affording  no  hold.  The 
near  view  of  the  Lyskamm  and  glacier 
and  Vincent  Pyramide  is  very  grand. 
The  Hoheslicht,  which  is  the  only  in- 
tervening mountain,  would  probably 
command  still  grander  views,  but  we 
had  no  time  to  ascend  it.  Between 
the  Grauhaupt  and  Betta  Furca  pass 


there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Grivola 
and  the  Mont  Emilius.  The  height 
of  the  Telchenhorn  is  apparently  about 
the  same  as  the  Col  d'OUen." 

It  would  be  quite  possible  to  com- 
bine the  ascent  of  the  Telchenhorn 
with  an  excursion  on  the  Lys  Glacier 
in  one  long  day's  walk. 

From  Gressonay  it  is  a  walk  of 
about  18  m.  to  descend  the  Val  de 
Lvs,  or  VaUese  as  the  Italian  portion 
of  the  valley  is  called,  to  St.  Martin 
in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  passing  many  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  of  which  the  prin- 
cipal are  Ooby^  Issime,  Fontaine/nore, 
and  LiUianes,  through  wild  and  im- 
posing rock  scenery,  combined  with 
the  nchest  vegetation  in  a  manner 
characteristic  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  and 
its  lateral  tidleys.  About  Trina  the 
valley  is  strewn  with  huge  rolled 
blocks  or  boulders.  As  you  approach 
the  Ponte  di  Trinitk  the  scene  be- 
comes sterner,  more  shattered  pre- 
cipices and  long  shoots  of  d^ris  and 
detached  rocks.  Below  Issime  an 
unbroken  and  beautiful  wood  of  sweet 
chestnut  stretches  across  the  vaU<.-y. 
The  VaUese  loses  much  in  interest  to 
those  who  ascend  it. 

At  St.  Martin  (Rte.  184)  is  a  toler- 
able  /im,  La  Rosa  Rossa. 
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ROUTE  125. 

GRESSONAY  TO  CHATILLON,  BT  THE  COh 
DE  RANZOLA,  OR  BY  TUB  BETTA 
FURGA. 

The  three  yalleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia, 
and  Lys,  described  in  Htes.  119,  121, 
and  124,  diverge  from  Monte  Koea 
like  the  gpokes  of  a  wheel  from  the 
axle,  and  therefore  the  shortest  pas- 
sage from  one  to  the  other  is  that 
nearest  to  the  central  mountain.  The 
two  yalleys  which  succeed  the  Val  de 
Lts  to  the  westward — the  valleys  of 
Cnallant  and  Toumanche — are  nearly 
parallel  to  it  and  to  each  other,  and 
they  all  three  open  out  into  the  Val 
d'Aosta,  which  is  the  main  depression 
corresponding  to  the  ridge  of  the 
Pennine  Alps.  The  ridge  separating 
the  Val  de  Lys  from  the  Val  Challant 
may  be  passed  at  many  points,  but  the 
two  frequented  passes  are  the  Col  de 
Ranzola  and  the  Betta  Fnrca.  The 
former  is  by  far  the  easier  and  more 
interesting,  and  is  besides  considerably 
the  shorter  route  to  ChatUlon  or  Aosta. 

a.  To  reach  the  Col  de  Ranzola  it  is 
necessary  to  ascend  the  steep  forest 
paths  and  slopes  of  the  mountain  on 
the  side  of  the  valley  opposite  to  the 
Col  de  Val  Dobbia;  it  is  a  rather 
fiitiguing  mule-path  the  whole  way 
up  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  valleys  of  the  Lys  and 
Challant 

On  emerging  in  the  ascent  from  the 
pine  forest  a  grand  view  of  Monte 
Rosa  is  presented,  with  the  beautiful 
Val  de  Lys  lying  far  below  the  tra- 
veller, with  its  quiet  villages  and  fer- 
tile  pasturages.  The  Lys,  uke  a  silver 
thread,  may  be  traced  up  to  its  glaciers. 
On  either  side  of  the  valley  the  vast 
mountains,  belted  with  forests,  offer, 
at  the  depression  of  their  ridges,  the 
paths  by  which  the    most  frequent 


interoourse  takes  place  with  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys.  From  a  peak  rising 
a  little  above  the  pass,  called  PokUe  de 
Combetta,  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Val 
d' Aosta  and  the  Val  de  Gressonay 
may  be  obtained.  This  point  can  be 
reached  in  2^  or  3  hrs.  from  Gres- 
sonay. 

At  the  top  of  the  pass  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  shut  out,  but  in  clear 
weather  the  traveller  is  recompensed 
by  a  fine  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
After  passiuff  the  Col  de  Ranzola 
(7136  ft)  the  descent  is  gradual  to  the 
little  hamlet  of  St  Grat,  then  some- 
what steep  to  Bmssone.  In  the  desoent 
the  Val  Challant  may  be  traced  in  its 
course  down  to  Verrex.  where  it  joins 
the  Val  d' Aosta,  in  which  the  Doire 
may  be  distinctly  seen,  flashing  across 
like  a  streak  of  light,  broken  by  the 
dark  mass  of  the  Castle  of  Verrex, 
which  stands  at  the  very  junction  of 
the  two  valleys,  while  under  the  feet, 
or  not  far  off,  is  perched  upon  the 
declivity  the  picturesque  Castle  of 
Challant 

In  4  hrs.  from  Gressonay  the  tra- 
veller reaches  Brusaone — Inns:  H6tel 
Royal,  tolerable ;  Lion  d'Or— a  beau- 
tifully situated  village.  From  hence 
the  Val  Challant  may  be  descended  to 
Verrex  in  the  Val  d' Aosta,  about 
3  hrs.  walk,  which  will  be  found  very 
hot  by  the  traveller  descending  fh>m 
the  highland  valleys.  The  scenery 
is  beautiful,  but  the  inhabitants  are 
afflicted  with  goitre  and  cretinism  to 
a  painful  extent 

Above  Brussone  the  valley  changes 
its  character  and  its  namct  being  there 
called  Vol  d^Ayas  from  the  name  of 
the  chief  village. 

The  most  direct  and  agreeable  route 
to  Ch&tillon  and  Aosta  is  by  the  Col 
de  Jon.  To  reach  it  the  path,  after 
crossiuflT  some  meadows  beyond  Brus- 
sone, winds  steeply  up  through  a  forest 
of  pines  and  larches,  and  then  opens 
upon  one  of  the  most  beantifnl  pas4 
turases  in  the  Alps — the  Col  de  Jcn^ 
whicn  is  a  fine  greensward,  broad  and 
luxuriant.  This  is  not  a  pass  over  a 
depression  in  a  mountain  range,  such 
as  are  common  in  the  Alps,  but  merely 
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a  short  ent  gained  by  eroesing  the 
tdionlder  of  a  moantaiD,  instead  of 
irinding  ronnd  its  base.  The  Mont 
Zerbion  is  the  soathern  extremity  of 
the  range  senarating  the  Yal  d^Ayas 
ftom  the  Yal  Toamanche,  and  it  is 
oyer  the  side  of  this  mountain  that 
tiie  track  lies. 

On  reaching  the  descent  towards 
the  Yal  d'Aosta,  near  a  little  chapel 
of  St.  Grat,  this  beautiful  ralley  is 
seen  in  all  its  length,  iVom  CbAtillon 
to  the  Mont  Blanc ;  not  traced  quite  to 
the  base  of  the  latter,  for  its  summit 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt.  peering  into 
the  Yal  d'Aoeta,  over  several  compact 
lines  of  mountains,  which  here  rorm 
the  termination  of  the  horiaon.  The 
prospect  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  itself  is 
charming ;  its  meadows  and  cultivated 
patches  margined  by  thick  woods  of 
walnut-trees,  which  creep  up  the 
water^chanoelled  dells  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain— the  castles  of  Usselle 
on  its  rock,  of  Finnts  overlooking  its 
sea  of  wood,  with  numerous  white  ch. 
towers  and  spires— Aosta  and  its  ^ain, 
and  the  winding  flashes  of  the  Doire 
undulating  or  sweeping  across  the 
rale-^^combine  to  form  a  view  striking 
and  beautifbl,  which,  in  the  descent, 
constantly  varies.  A  series  of  steep 
tourniquets  down  a  water^wom  chan- 
nel with  grassy  banks  brings  t|^  tra- 
Teller  to  ^e  forests  of  cheistnat  and 
walnut  trees,  for  which  the  Yal  d^Aosta 
is  celebrated.  These  oflbr  to  him  their 
shade,  and  soon  the  vines  add  their 
luxuriant  fbliage  to  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing path  which  leads  past  the 
mtneraf  spring  to  ^e  village  and 
Baths  of  St.  Vincent  (2|  hrs.  from 
Brussone).  The  valley  of  Aoeta  is 
entered  at  one  of  its  finest  points  near 

St.  Yincbnt  (Rte.  134)  (/an.  Ecu 
de  France,  (air),  less  than  2  m.  from 

Chatillon  (Rte.  134). 

6.  The  Betta  JP^trca  is  the  easiest 
pass  between  the  upper  end  of  the 
Yal  de  Lys  and  the  Yal  d'Ayas.  It 
is  not  in  itself  a  very  interesting  pass, 
and  unless  taken  on  the  way  b^ween 
Gressoney  and  Zermatt,  or  unless  the 
traveller  wishes  to  explore  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  Yal  d'Ayas» 


there  is  little  to  recommend  it.  This 
pass  is  quite  practicable  for  molea. 
A  good  track  leads  from  Gressonay 
nn  the  valley  through  Noversch  for 
2^  hrs.,  then  turns  to  the  1.  and 
ascends  rapidly  for  1  hr.  to  a  small 
oratory,  wnence  is  a  beantiful  view 
of  the  Lyskamm  and  its  glacier: 
another  Rood  hour  of  gende  ascent 
reaches  the  ool  (8862  ft),  on  whidi  is 
a  wooden  cross.  Half  an  hour  on  the 
descent  are  the  ch&lets  of  Seagel, 
where  the  accommodation  is  wretched. 
Further  down  are  the  chftlets  otSvs- 
selle,  where  tolerable  sleeping  quarters 
are  to  be  found,  "chez  rEnfltnt." 
The  very  poor  village  of  San  Oiacomo 
cTA^  is  next  reached.  Hie  traveller 
fares  ill  here ;  the  cur^  is  said  (1855) 
to  be  unwilling  to  receive  visitors. 
[Here  the  pass  over  the  Cimes  Blanches 
(Rte.  128)  branches  off.l  The  road 
now  follows  the  stream  Uvanson,  or 
Torrent  Blanche,  to  Ayas,  and  a  little 
further  joins  the  track  from  Bmssone 
over  the  Col  de  Jon.  Distance — 
about  7  hrs.  from  Gressonay  to  San 
Giacomo ;  2|  hrs.  from  San  Giaoomo 
to  Bmssone. 
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ROUTE  127. 

VI8P  TO  ZEBMATT  OR  8AA8. 

B,  MIX. 
Vtopw 

Stalden     .....  1  46 

SCNiklans     ....  a  30 

Herbrfiggen   ....  1  10 

Sand*. t  6 

Tibdh 1  ft 

Zemtttt 1  10 

f       0 

The  conconne  of  trayellers  to  the 
valleys  around  the  Moate  Bosa*  is 
every  year  increasing,  and  deservedly; 
and  the  inn  aocoramodation  has  kept 
pace  with  the  increased  resort  of  stran- 
gers  flowing  in.  The  great  difBcnlty 
of  Zermatt  or  **Toung  Chamouni"  is, 
that»  whereas  the  wav  up  to  it  from 
the  Valais  is  tolerably  easy,  there  is 
no  way  oat  except  by  glacier  passes, 
which  not  every  one  is  hardy  enoneh 
to  attempt  The  St.  Th^ule  is, 
however,  passable  from  July  to  the 
middle  of  October.  The  only  direct 
modeof  reaching  Zermatt  is  from  Visp 
or  Vi4ge  in  the  Valais  (B.  59),  where 
horses  can  be  obtained.  Each  horse 
costs  1 1  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  bonnemaia 
to  the  man  who  leads  it.  Including 
stoppages,  11  hrs.  are  occupied  in 
roing  up  to  Zermatt,  and  not  much 
less  in  coming  down.  The  best  plan 
is  to  take  horses  at  Visp,  use  them  at 
Zermatt  for  the  Riilelberg,  &c.,  and 
return  upon  them,  thus  avoiding  back 
fare. 

The  other  bridle-path  to  Zermatt  is 
up  the  Turtman  Tfaial  to  Zmeiden  the 
first  day,  thence  over  the  hill  to  St. 
Niklaus.    (Rte.  129.) 

Ladies  not  equal  to  a  ride  of  9  hrs. 
from  Visp  to  Zermatt  may  stop  half- 
way at  St.  Nicholas,  or  Rainda,  for  the 
night.  The  lower  part  of  the  valley 
is  exceedingly  hot.    It  is  therefore  a 

•  The  late  Wm.  Brockedon,  uithor  of  •  FIsmm 
of  the  Alpo^'  was  perba|)a  the  flnt  who  drew  the 
attention  of  Engiisb  travellen  to  Zermatt  and 
MoDte  Roea.  The  fiune  of  their  unrivalled 
aoenerj  has  dnoe  bean  extended  by  Proftieor 
Forbee's  *  Alps  of  Savoy,'  and  by  other  more  re- 
cent worlcB  referred  to  In  the  Introductiou. 
The  map  of  the  country  rcmnd  Monte  Roia  is 
principally  taken  tnm  a  larse  map  bj  Schla- 
glntwelt. 


decided  gain  to  push  on  over>nieht 
beyond  Visp,  even  only  to  Stakfen, 
Those  who  are  pressed  for  time  may 
reach  St.  Niklaus  or  Banda  in  the 
evening,  the  Rifiblbei^  next  day,  and 
ascend  the  Gomer-Grat  and  return 
on  the  third  day. 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  lead- 
ing to  Zermatt  is  fine,  and  tne  inte* 
rest  is  kept  up  by  occasional  glimpses 
of  the  gigantic  peaks  that  enclose 
the  valleT.  The  people  in  the  valley 
seem  miserably  poor  and  afflicted 
with  goitre,  and  are  filthily  dirty 
in  person.  At  every  church  b  a 
well-filled  diamel-house,  and  in  the 
ohmrchyards  skulls  and  bones  are 
often  lying  about  unnotioed.  This 
valley  suffered  terribly  from  the  earth- 
quake in  1855;  the  road,  which  had 
just  been  made,  was  destroyed  in 
many  places,  but  it  has  since  been 
restored.  There  is  not  the  least  occa- 
sion for  a  guide  at  any  time  up  to 
Zermatt. 

The  road  leaves  Visp  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  river,  and  is  yearly  im- 
jnroved.  The  lower  part  of  Uie  Y  isper 
Thai  is  very  hot,  and  vines  are  ciuti* 
vated  for  some  distance  above  Visp. 
The  snowy  peak  of  the  Balfrin  is 
seen,  and  beyond  Stalden  the  Bru- 
neck  Horn.  You  cross  over  to  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Visp  at 

Neubriickei  Tne  trout  rush  down  to 
the  Rhone  when  the  glaciers  melt,  and 
are  caught  here  in  (|uaatities.  Fine 
view  up  from  this  bndge  of  the  fork 
of  the  valley. 

Staidmi  (2722  ft.)  (Im:  Berohtold, 
poor,  but  clean  and  moderate,  good 
mnscat  wine),  at  the  junction  of  the 
Stream  from  Zermatt,  called  Gomer- 
Viap,  with  that  from  Saas,  or  Saaser- 
Visp.  There  is  a  path  from  Stalden  to 
the'Hospioe  on  the  Simplon.  Thepath 
to  Saas  here  turns  L  over  the  Kinn- 
briicke  (Rte.  122).  That  to  Zermatt 
ascends  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Gomer, 
Visp,  and  the  vaile}/  of  8t,  Nicholas^ 
running  alone  the  edge  of  precipices^ 
winding  muoh,  rising  high  ana  de- 
scending low,  ajid  twice  crosses  the 
Visp  before  reaching 

8t,  NichoUm  (Germ.  at.  Niklaus) 
(lima:  Croix  Blanche,  Soleils  both 

b2 
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ISEiirly  good),  a  good  place  for  a  halt 
or  for  the  night.  This  village,  which 
is  rather  less  miserable  than  its  neigh- 
bours, was  much  injured  by  the  earth- 
auake  in  1855 ;  it  is  the  chief  place  in 
le  valley,  and  is  charmingly  situated 
amidst  wild  Alpine  scenery,  tempered 
with  forests  and  orchards  in  the  fore- 
ground, on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Visp. 

[There  is  a  short  but  high  cut  over 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  to  the 
ralley  of  Saas.  There  is  also  a  pass 
to  the  Turtman  -Thai.    (Rte.  129.)] 

After  leaving  St.  Niklaus  the  path 
■oon  returns  to  the  rt  bank,  traversing 
in  turn  meadow  and  forest,  crossed  now 
and  tken  by  a  laodrslip.  or  glacier-i 
stream  Arom  th»  snows  above.  In  front, 
the  sBtows  of  the  Breithom  and  the 
Xiittle  Mont  Cervi»  soon  come  into 
yiew^  and  remain  visible  at  intervals 
till  near  Zermatt.  Beyond  Herbrtig- 
gen  k 

Bandog  Fnn,  H.  du  Dom,  12  beds, 
comlbrtable,  better  than  St.  Niklaus) 
(474^  ft.  V^situated  amone  extensive 
meadows,  opposite  a  gap  m  the  pre« 
cipiee  walling  in  the  valley  on  the 
W.,  tlHTOugh  which  the  Bies  glacier 
descends  ^m  the  Weisshom,  which 
is  here  left  behind.  In  1819,  Dec  27, 
a  considierable  portion  of  this  glacier 
lying  on  the  steep  slope  above  the 
precipice  suddenly  detached  itself, 
and  teXi  from  a  height  of  1500  ft. 
into  the  ralley  a^ar  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Randu;  it  did  not  reach  it 
in  descending^  but  passed  a  little  on 
one  side  of  it,  jet  the  mere  draft  of 
air  produced  by  a  fall  from  such  a  vast 
elevation  destroyed  the  greater  vart 
of  the  houses,  scatterine  the  timbers 
of  which  they  were  built  like  straws, 
over  the  mpuntaln  side,  to  the  distance 
of  a  mile,  and  hurling  millstones  many 
fathoms  up  hilL  In  the  summer  of 
1858  the  summit  of  the  Dom — the 
highest  of  the  Mischabelhbmer,  14,935 
ft.  above  the  sea — ^was  for  the  first 
time  attained  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Davies; 
starting  before  daylight,  he  reached 
the  summit  in  9  hrs.,  and  descended 
in  5,  returning  to  Zermatt  in  the 
evening. 

About  an  hour  beyond  Randa  is  a 
larger  village,  Tasoh,    [From  Tasch 


the  Allalein  pass,  a  difficult  glacier 
pass,  fit  only  for  practised  moun- 
taineers, leadls  to  Saas.  The  height 
is  about  12,000  ft.1 

Beyond  the  village  of  Tasch  the 
new  road  has  been  made  close  to 
the  stream ;  and  turning  a  comer 
where  it  has  been  excavated  in  the 
rock,  a  striking  view  of  the  Mt. 
Cerviny  or  Matterhom,  distinguished 
from  all  other  peaks  by  its  Sender, 
isolated  pyramid,  opens,  and  a  view 
is  obtained  of 

Zermatt  (Piedmontese  Prabome). 
Inns :  PL  du  Mont  Rosa,  H.  du  Mont 
Oervin ;  both  good :  H.  du  Mont  Cervin 
larger  and  the  more  comfortable  of  the 
two,  but  H.  du  Mont  Rosa  seems 
the  favourite.  There  is  also  a  good 
Inn  on  the  Riffblberg  2^  hrs.  further, 
kept  by  the  proprietors  of  the  H.  du 
Mont  Rosa.  This  retired  village, 
of  450  Inhab.,  5315  ft.  abuve  the  sea, 
consisting  of  about  60  quaint  old  black 
wooden  houses,  with  the  2  huge  white 
inns  towering  above  them,  is  placed  in  a 
Uttle  plain,  close  to  the  grandest  sce- 
nery of  nature,  near  the  junction  of  3 
valleys,  each  headed  by  a  glacier.  E.  is 
the  Findelen  Glacier,  S.  the  Zermatt 
or  Gomer  Glacier  and  W.  the  Zmuts 
Glacier.  The  mineralc^^t,  botanist, 
and  entomologist  may  collect  rich  har- 
vests in  the  neighbourhood.  Here 
many  days  may  be  spent  in  excursions 
to  the  glaciers  and  points  of  view  with 
which  the  neighbourhood  abounds. 
The  pasturage  appears  good,  but  the 
attempts  to  raise  sprain  crops  in  this 
damp  and  shady  valley  are  melancholy, 
and  only  serve  to  show  the  great  in- 
dustry of  its  inhabitants.  Tne  bread 
is  not  good,  probably  because  the 
wheat  can  never  ripen.  In  wet  wea- 
ther this  valley  must  be  truly  miser- 
able. It  is  now  much  frequented  by 
travellers  :  1500  visited  it  in  1858, 
1300  in  1859. 

The  gprandest  object  in  the  views 
around  Zermatt  is  the  Mont  Cervin 
(Germ.  Matterhomy  Ital.  Monte  Silvio), 
which,  near  the  village,  is  seen  to  rise 
in  singular  beauty  and  magnificence 
against  the  sky,  14^705  £ng.  feet  high. 

Prof.  Forbes  describes  it  "  as  beyond 
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comparison  tbe  most  striking  natural 
object  he  had  seen,— an  inaccessible 
ol>eli3k  of  rock,  not  1000  ft  lower 
than  Mont  Blanc'*  It  lifts  itself  from 
•an  otherwise  unbroken  line  of  glacier, 
which  is  more  than  11,000  Ene.  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  :  this  object 
alone  would  repay  the  trouble  of  a  visit 
to  Zermatt  from  Visp. 

Guides, — There  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  good  guides  at  Zermatt,  and 
most  of  them  speak  a  little  French. 
Johann  and  Peter  Taugwald,  Stephen 
Biener,  Joseph  Biener,  and  Pierre 
Perrin  are  among  the  best.  There  is 
now  an  authorised  tariff  of  charges  to 
be  seen  at  the  hotels.  50  fr.  for 
Monte  Rosa;  20  fr.  over  the  Th^o- 
dule  to  Gh^tiUon;  6  fr.  a  day  and  1 
fr.  bonnemain  for  ordinary  excur- 
sions; mules  10  fir.  a  day  and  1  fr. 
bonnemain.  ^ 

Excursions. 

a.  Siffelberg  cmd  Gomer  Orat. — The 
first  excursion  from  Zermatt  is  up 
the  Riffelberg,  and  to  the  Gomer  Grat, 
and  those  who  have  time  but  for  one 
expedition  only  usually  choose  this.  It 
is  very  comfortably  accomplished  by 
sleeping  two  nights  at  Zermatt ;  but 
those  who  wish  to  save  a  day  may  sleep 
at  St  Niklaus,  next  day  to  the  Riffef- 
berr  Inn,  and  on  th6  following  day 
to  the  Gomer  Grat  and  back  to  St 
Niklaus.  From  Zermatt  to  the  Inn 
on  the  Riffelberg  is  2^  hrs.  on  horses, 
2  hrs.  good  walking.  From  the  Inn 
to  the  top  of  the  Gomer  Grat  1^  hr. 
The  term  Riffelberg  is  properly  ap- 
plied to  a  long  rocky  ridge  or  promon- 
tory, extending  between  the  Gomer  ! 
Glacier  and  the  Findelen  Glacier;  but  i 
the  portion  of  it  near  the  inn,  and 
overhanging  2iermatt,*  iB  especially 
called  by  that  name.  The  three  prin- 
cipal summits,  rising  one  higher  than 
the  other  from  W.  to  £.,  are  called 
the  Gomer  Grat,  the  Hbchthdligrat, 
and  the  Stockhom,  The  Riffelhom 
is  a  singular  detached  pinnacle  of  ser- 
pentine rock  rising  above  the  Gorner 
f  lacier.  An  /nn,  very  fairly  kept, 
ut  often  overcrowded,  has  been  built 
upon  a  part  of  the  Riffelberg,  at  an 
elevation  of  8430  ft.,  affording  fine 


views  in  theimmediate  neighbourhood, 
and  about  1^  hr.  from  the  top  of  the 
Gomer  Grat,  the  great  objsct  of 
attraction.    Charges  much  too  high. 

The  Inn  on  the  Riffelberg  is  ver^ 
conspicuous  from  Zermatt ;  there  is 
no  danger  in  going  up,  or  even  to  the 
Gorner  Grat  without  a  guide,  but  it 
is  quite  possible  to  miss  the  path. 
This  goes  past  the  ch.  and  on  the  t 
bank  of  the  Visp  for  about  10  min., 
when  the  stream  is  crossed.  The 
path  then  crosses  some  meadows,  and 
ascends  for  about  an  hr.  by  a  path  ex- 
ceedingly steep  in  places,  throueh  a  no- 
ble forest — first  of  larch,  then  of  Arolla 
(Arve,  ptnt»  cemhrd)\  it  then  emerges 
on  a  small  alp  or  pasturage,  and,  pass- 
ing some  chalets,  turns  to  the  rt  and 
crosses  a  torrent;  the  rest  of  the 
ascent  is  easy,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  towards  the 
Gomer  Glacier,  and  finally  arriving 
at  the  plateau  where  the  inn  is  situ- 
ated. From  this  plateau  there  is  a 
noble  view  of  the  Mont  Cervin  and  the 
ranges  towards  the  S.  and  W. ;  and 
from  points  near  it  are  views  over  the 
Gomer  Glacier.  Leaving  the  inn, 
and  keeping  a  little  to  the  S.,  and  then 
turning  £.  amongst  some  rocks,  the 
path  ascends,  becoming  very  rugged. 
Grand  views  of  the  mts.  and  of  the  gla- 
cier below.  A  rugged  peak  is  seen  on 
the  rt,  the  Riffelhom,  which  it  is  just 
possible,  but  not  profitable,  to  ascend  > 
Mr.  Wilson,  climbing  this  without  a 
guide,  having  previously  ascended  it 
with  one,  fell  and  perished,  July,  1 865. 
The  path  continues  till,  in  about  an  hr. 
from  the  inn,  it  reaches  a  little  lake. 
It  becomes  so  rough  that  it  is  better 
to  dismount,  and  send  the  horses  to 
meet  you  near  the  Guggli.  [Two 
narrow  footpaths  are  made  down  the 
face  of  the  cliff  en  to  the  glacier; 
the  one  that  diverges  to  the  rt  leads 
over  the  ice  to  the  St.  Th^dule,  the 
other  to  the  Weissthor  and  the  summit 
of  Monte  Rosa.]  The  track  is  now 
over  rocky  masses  with  snow  in  the 
hollows,  and  vegetation  becomes  very 
scanty,  until  the  summit  of  the  Gomer 
Grat  is  reached,  10,200  ft  above  the 
sea-level.  This  is  a  round  knoll,  per- 
haps 50  yds.  across,  with  preeipiees 
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towards  the  Gomer  Glacier  and  a  steep 
slope  of  snow  on  the  N. ;  it  oommands 
a  8j;^endid  view  of  the  Gomer  Glacier, 
and  also  a  complete  panorama,  nearly 
40  m.  in  diameter,  of  snowy  mountains, 
in  which  respect  it  exceeds  anything 
at  Chamouni,  where  the  view  is  always 
confined  to  one  side.  The  only  point 
where  there  is  anything  to  impede  a 
complete  view  is  a  snowy  eminence  to 
the  £.  on  a  continuation  of  the  liiffel- 
berg  ridge,  and  called  Hochthdliqrat, 
This  point  is  about  1^  hr.  from  the 
Gomer  Grat;  the  view  differs  very 
little  from  that  already  obtained. 

Descending  from  the  Gomer  Grat, 
and  keeping  rather  towards  the  N.  by 
a  track  not  easy  to  find,  in  about 
f  hr.  the  eminence  called  O^uggli  is 
reached,  the  view  from  which  is  re- 
markable, though  it  will  perhaps  ap- 
pear tame  after  that  from  the  Uomef 
Grat.  The  Nesthom  on  the  K.  side 
of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  is  from 
here  a  conspicuous  object. 

From  Guegli  there  is  a  path  by 
the  side  of  the  Findelen  Glacier  back 
to  Zermatt,  but  it  is  usual  to  return 
in  about  i  hr.  over  rouffh  but  level 
ground  to  the  inn,  whence  by  a 
circuit  of  1  hr.,  or  so,  the  foot  of 
the  Gmmer-gletscher,  where  the  river 
issues  fW>m  it,  may  be  visited ;  and 
though  the  vault  of  ice  at  present 
is  fkr  inferior  to  those  of  the  Grlaoier 
du  Bois,  or  Grindelwald,  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  the  spot  wcfll  deserves  a 
visit  Here  one  may  literally  touch 
the  meadows  with  one  hand,  and  the 
glacier  with  the  other.  The  torrent 
from  the  vauU  of  the  glacier  soon 
plunges  into  a  singularly  beautiful 
gorge  of  serpentine,  the  oommenoe- 
men  of  a  romantic  forest  ravine,through 
which  it  leaps  and  struggles  until  it 
reaches  the  plains  of  Zermatt  The 
descent  fVom  the  glacier  to  Zermatt 
is  about  45  minutes. 

The  Gomer  Glacier  is  especially 
worth  observing,  owing  to  the  rapidity 
of  its  encroaenments.  In  1853  a 
foot-bridge,  which  crossed  the  stream 
just  below  its  exit  from  the  ice  ca- 
vern, had  been  carried  aviray,  and  the 
cave  is  now  some  yards  beyond  it 
The  glacier  protraded  into  some  of 


the  richest  pastures,  and  the  turf  was 
literally  turned  up  and  thrown  back 
by  it  as  by  the  share  of  an  enormous 
plough.  It  was  still  advanotng  in 
1857-9. 

6.  Bchwartzaee  <md  Zumtt  Qlader, — 
The  path  is  the  same  as  that  to  the 
Theodule  for  the  first  45  min.  When 
near  the  foot  of  the  (jomer  glacier, 
strike  up  the  mountain  to  the  rt;  the 
path  wul  soon  be  found,  and  i^at 
45  min.  of  steep  sie[sags  succeed. 
After  this  the  track  oecomes  more 
lev^l,  leading  nearly  straight  for 
Mont  Cervin,  and  in  45  min.  more 
brings  you  to  the  Schwartzsee,  2^  hrs. 
from  Zermatt.  Ladies  can  ride  aU  the 
way;  but  the  ascent  is  in  part  steep. 
The  Schwartzsee  is  a  little  lake,  8393 
ft,  on  a  buttress  of  the  Matterhom* 
with  a  lone  chapel  beside  it  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  spot  itself; 
but  the  low  ridge  east  of  it  commands 
a  superb  panoramic  view  of  the  whole 
basin  df  Zormatt  with  its  surrounding 
mountains :  a  view  in  some  respects 
finer  than  that  from  the  BifieL  Here 
the  Matterfaom,  rising  overhead,  is  the 
principal  object;  but  the  view  also 
embraces  the  whole  extent  of  the  Gor* 
ner-gletscher,  to  the  top  of  Monte 
Rosa.  A  still  finer  view  is  obtained 
by  mounting  the  rocky  peak  above 
the  lake,  cafied  the  HOrnU^  an  hour's 
steep  ascent,  a  small  part  of  which  is 
over  ice  or  moraine,  and  not  easy  to 
find,  or  perhaps  safe  to  attempt  without 
a  guide.  It  is  so  infinitely  superior 
that  no  one  ought  to  omit  it  It  was 
by  way  of  the  Hdmli  buttress  that 
the  Matterhom  was  first  ascended  in 
July,  1865,  by  Jdr.  Whymper,  Eev.  C. 
Hudson,  Lord  Charles  Douglas,  and 
Mr.  Hadow;  while  descending  it,  there 
occurred  a  footslip.  The  rope  broke 
below  Mr.  Whymper,  and  the  three 
other  gentlemen,  with  the  guide  Mi* 
chael  Croz,  fell  over  a  precipice  uf 
4000  ft.  and  perished.  The  summit 
of  the  Cervin  may  be  deemed  almost 
inaccessible,  and  uler  this  catastxt>phe 
it  is  to  be  hoped  no  one  will  be  so  reck- 
less of  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of 
others  as  to  try  it  Either  from  the 
HoroU  or  from  the  Schwartisee,  a  dif- 
ferent route  mi^  be  taken,  descending 
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westward  to  the  foot  of  the  great  gla* 
cier  of  Zmutt,  and  returning  alongthe 
N.  side  of  the  Zmutt  valley  to  Zer- 
matt  This  route  passes  through  fine 
large  forests,  and  abounds  in  most 
singular  and  beautiful  pictures.  It 
(irosses  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
of  large  span,  at  an  immense  heieht 
above  the  water.  The  descent  tiUB 
way  is  less  steep,  but  longer:  it  will 
take  about  8^  hours.  The  Zmutt 
Glacier  is  well  worth  a  visit  on  ac- 
count of  the  magnifioent  views  ob- 
tained from  it 

^  Another  returning  route  is  by  the 
side  of  the  Gorner  Glacier. 

c.  The  Untere  Rothhom  mi^  be  as- 
cended in  4|  hrs.  by  a  steep  mule 
path.  The  view  is  more  panoramic 
than  that  from  the  Gorner  Grat ;  it 
rises  in  the  centre  of  a  complete  circle 
of  snow  mountains,  and  you  see  at  one 
view  the  3  chief  glacier  routes  leading 
out  of  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  vis  the 
Matterjoch  into  Val  d'Aosta,  the 
Weiss  Thor  into  Yal  Aniasea,  lukl 
that  by  Zmutt  Glacier  into  Val 
d*Erin.  There  is  a  short  and  steep 
descent  into  the  FindelaathaL 

d.  From  Zermatt  or  the  Riffelberg 
a  rather  difficult  path  is  now  often 
taken  by  English  traveUers,  leading 
directly  across  the  glaciers  of  Monte 
Rosa,  and  afPording  a  very  short  cut 
from  Zermatt  to  Macagnaga,  in  the 
Val  Attsasca. 

Thb  is  the  pass  now  caUed  the 
Weiss  Thor,  but,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  old  aod  now  disused  pass  of 
that  name,  it  should  be  called  the  New 
Weiss  Thor,  (See  Rte.  121.)  The 
pass  now  used,  which  appeaiB  to  have 
been  first  discovered  aboat  1849  or 
1850,  is  rather  higher  than  the  old 
pass,  being  113»'il  ft.  above  the  sea. 
For  mountaineers  who  can  count  upon 
the  perfect  steadiness  of  their  heads, 
and  upon  their  endurance  in  the  event 
of  bad  weather  coming  on,  there  is  no 
danger  in  the  pass;  bat  it  is  by  no 
means  a  route  for  inexperienced  tra- 
vellers, unless  accompanied  by  good 
?iides,  and  in  very  settled  weather, 
he  guides  ask  25  fr.  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  a  stoat  Touth  to  act  as 
porter  may  be  haa  for  15  fr.     In 


taking  the  pass  from  Zermatt  it  is 
rather  shorter  to  go  by  the  Findelen 
glacier,  but  it  is  far  mora  advisable  to 
ueep  at  the  Riffel  Hotel,  and  to  be  on 
the  Gorner  glacier  as  early  as  possible 
in  the  mornine.  Starting  from  the 
inn  on  the  RifieTberff,  the  path  on  the 
rt  leaves  the  little  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Riffelhorn,  and  then  passes  nearly 
on  a  level  along  the  vei^  steep  slope 
forming  the  southern  JSmc  of  the 
Gorner  Grat,  at  first  at  a  great  height 
aboYC  the  glacier,  till  the  gradual  rise 
of  the  glacier  brings  ite  surface  to  a 
level  with  the  path  in  about  an  hour 
after  leaving  the  hotel.  The  glacier 
is  thus  ascended  for  .some  distance^ 
but  the  crevasses  soon  rander  it  nece»> 
sary  to  return  to  the  rocks  on  the  I. 
In  about  2|  hrs.  from  the  lUffel  the 
path  takes  to  the  glacier  again.  From 
this  point,  witli  the  ridge  dividing 
the  Gorner  from  the  Findelen  glacier 
on  the  I.,  Monte  Rosa  on  the  rt.,  and 
the  peak  q>1  the  Cima  di  Jaa  in  front, 
the  track  lies  nearly  in  a  straight  line 
over  ea^  slopes  of  snow,  and  across 
or  round  numerous  crevasses,  some 
altogether  concealed,  othere  revealing 
blue  chasms  walled  with  ice  of  great 
purity  and  solidity.  Towards  the 
nigher  part  of  this  great  snow-field 
the  2  glaciers— Gorner  and  Findelen 
— become  minsied  together,  there 
being  here  only  a  faint  dividing 
ridge.  Looking  back  from  here, 
the  view  is  very  grand,  and  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  tbe  vast  chain 
extending  from  Monte  Rosa  to  Mont 
Blanc — seen,  however,  in  the  direction 
of  its  leuffth,  so  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
distiaguisD  many  of  the  intermediate 
peaks.  The  track  now  bears  away  to 
the  L,  or  nearly  due  N.,  leavins  on 
the  rt.  hand  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
Cima  de  iasi,  and  crossing  a  slight 
depression  in  the  ri^ge  joining  the 
latter  summit  and  the  Strahlhom. 
After  ascending  for  a  short  distance 
on  the  N.  side  of  this  depression,  a 
point  is  reached  where  in  two  or  three 
steps  the  scene  is  changed  as  if  by  en- 
chantment. Instead  of  toiling  over  a 
snow-field,  with  no  object  visible  save 
boundless  fields  of  %M  and  occasional 
black  rockst  the  traveller  finds  him* 
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self  on  a  tmrrow  ledge  of  rock  appa- 
rently overhanging  a  precipice.  On 
the  N.  or  left-hand  side  this  terminates 
iu  a  projecting  buttress  only  a  few 
yards  distant;  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion the  precipitous  wall  on  whose 
summit  he  is  standing  is  seen  to  ex- 
tend far  to  the  southward,  until  it  is 
united  to  the  tremendous  eastern  fiice 
of  Monte  Rosa.  The  highest  inter- 
vening summit  is  that  of  the  Cima  de 
Ja£i,  not  more  than  600  or  700  ft 
higher  than  where  he  stands.  The 
precipice  terminates  only  a  few  feet 
from  the  summit  of  the  Cima;  and 
there,  and  in  many  other  places,  the 
thick  layer  of  snow  which  coats  the 
top  of  the  ridge  is  seen  to  form  an 
overhanging  cornice  that  might  be 
easily  broken  away  by  the  weight  of 
an  unwary  traveller.  Looking  down- 
ward, if  the  valley  below  be  clear,  the 
traveller  sees  the  lower  end  of  the 
Macugnaga  glacier  about  6000  ft. 
below  him,  appearing  so  near  that  a 
stooe  flang  from  tiie  hand  might 
reach  it.  ft  far  more  commonly  hap- 
pens, even  in  fine  weather,  that  a  sea 
of  cloud  hangs  like  a  pall  between 
the  valley  below  and  the  spectator. 
Lying,  as  they  do,  some  thousands  of 
feet  below  him,  he  supposes  the  clouds 
to  fill  the  valley,  while  the  people  of 
Macuenaga,  seeing  clouds  three  or 
four  thousand  feet  above  their  heads, 
imagine  that  they  cover  the  mountain- 
tops.  The  single  point  at  which  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  is  conveniently 
reached  is  often  selected  by  the  guides 
as  a  haltin^-plaee  for  luncheon.  How- 
ever uninvitiog  the  appearance  of  the 
precipice  may  be  even  to  moun- 
taineers, it  is  qaite  possible  to  descend 
directly  fh>m  this  point,  but  the  guides 
seldom  choose  that  course.  The  rocks 
are  excessively  steep,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  points  that  are  scarcely 
safe,  except  to  practised  cragsmen, 
used  to  "hold  on  by  their  eyelids." 
The  usual  course  is  to  ascend  along 
the  ridge  for  a  short  distance  further 
to  the  N.,  until  a  few  projecting  rocks 
are  reached.  At  this  point  the  ffreat 
wall  connecting  Monte  Rosa  and  the 
Strahlhom,  along  the  top  of  which 
the  track  has  hiuerto  lain,  is  joined 


by  a  transverse  ridge  running  in  an 
easterly  direction,  and  forming  in  this 
place  the  boundary  between  Switzer^ 
land  and  Italy.    This  transverse  ridge 
is  much  lower  than  the  wall  against 
which  it  abuts,  and  at  the  point  of 
junction  it  is  united  by  a  steep  buttress 
of  rock  partly  coated  with  snow  and 
ice.     It  is  by  this  buttress  that  the 
pass  of  the  New  Weiss  Thor  is  usually 
effected.    The  N.  side  looks  towards 
Saas,  and  overhangs  the  Schwarzberg 
Glacier,  which  descends  near  to  the 
Distel  Alp.    The  S.  side  of  the  but- 
tress faces   the  Macugnaga   glacier. 
It  is  by  the  N.  side  that  the  first  part 
of  the  descent  is  made,  alons  some 
very  steep  but  not  dangerous  races  of 
rock.    There  is  good  holding-ground 
for  hands  and  reet    After  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  chief  apparent 
difficulty  of  the  pass  is  encountered. 
This  is  an  extremely  steep  ridge  of 
snow,  sometimes  frosen  hard,  along 
the  edge  of  which  the  descent  lies. 
With  good  guides,  and  proper  use  of 
the  rope,  there  is  no  danger. 

At  the  foot  of  this  are  some  steep 
rocks  with  snow  between  them.    The 
track  now  takes  to  the  Macugnaga 
side  of  the  ridge^  and  the  remainder 
of  the   descent    is   alternately  over 
rocks,  piles  of  d^ris,  and  snow  slopes 
which  are  sometimes  favourable  for  a 
glissade.     Here  the  rope,  which  ought 
to  have  been  in  use  since  reaching  the 
neve  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Corner 
glacier,  may  be  laid  aside,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  descent  presents  no 
difficulties.    From  9  to  10  hrs.  (ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  the  snow) 
should  be  allowed  for  reaching  Ma- 
cugnaga fh>m  the  Riffel  Hotel,  exclu- 
sive of  halts.     At  least  an  hour  more 
should  be  allowed  in  takinsr  the  pass 
from  Macugnaga  to  the  Ri&l,  wnidi 
involves  a  much  longer  and  steeper 
ascent     Clouds   often  gather  round 
the  summit,  and  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly    experienced    guide  are 
essential.     [From    the    foot  of  the 
ar^te  it  is  easy  to  reach  the  Schwarz- 
herg  glacier,  and  so  descend  into  the 
valley  of  Saas,  a  little  above  the  inn 
at  the  Mattmark  See.    (See  Rte.  122.)  ] 

e.  The  Weiss-thor  pass  is,  however, 
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rather  difficult  tnd  duiKrooi;  vkd  a 
finer  »iew  cmn  be  obtaioed  by  going 
part  of  the  wsj  >iid  then  iscendiag 
OiVtw  AViB((18,5STft.).  ThitADbe 
—\ti\j  re«ched  in  5  hn.  from  the  Rif- 

■berg  Hotel.  Daring  the  greater 
imrt  of  the  time  the  p>th  a  orer  ice 
•nd  BDOv  on  essT  ilopei,  and  there  i> 
DO  other  moantBin  in  the  Alps  of  that 
Iieight  irhich  can  be  to  ewily  ucended. 
The  Tjev  tram  Ihe  top  ritendi  orer 
the  Pennine  ehain,  the  Bemeu  Alp*, 
•ad  rbe  pluni  and  lakes  of  Italj,  and 
to  the  Tyrol.  A  rope  ia  alwaya  ad- 
Tiwble,  but  in  general  there  ia  neither 
diacnlty  nor  danger.  The  gnide  haa 
ntually  10  fr. 

/.  ifBBit  Rota.  The  higfaeat  part 
of  Monte  Boaa  cotuiiM  of  a  range  of 
6  peaki  nuning  N.  and  S.,  the  ez- 
Imnitiet  of  the  cmage  not  being  mora 
than  S  m.  apart.  CammeDcing  at  the 
northern  end,  the  names  and  ti«ghl« 
of  the  peaki  are,  according  to  ttie 


FurotSplua  ....    luD 

The  ironf  fnd  va*  flnf  ascended  in 
1  SS.t  bv  Sir  T.  and  Mr.  E.  Bnxion,  and 
Mr.  Coirell.  The  HBd^U  SpHit  was 
aacended  by  the  brother!  Scblagint- 
weit,  by  Mesara.  E.  G.  and  C.  Smyth, 
and  bv  Mr.  E.  S.  Kennedy  prior  to 
18SS,  bat  the  point  reached  waa  aboal 
18  ft  abort  of  the  higheit  aummit. 
Thit  waa  flrtt  attained  in  the  latter 
year  by  Heaara.  Hudson,  G.  and  C 
Smylh,  Biritbeck,  and  Stcvenaon,  ae- 
compauied  by  Utrich  Lanener,  of 
LaDterbntnoen,  and  3  Zermatt  gnide*. 
This,  the  highest  peak  of  the  mouk- 
tain,  it  called  par  ixcelUnc*  Honta 
Roea. 


The   i 


by  the   intrepid  ex- 
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close  to  the  village  of  Zermatt,  and 
then  travenine  the  T\rift  Qlaciery  close 
to  the  base  of  the  Tnfthom,  A  very 
steep  slope  of  ice  leads  up  to  the  pass. 


The  SifjwUKuppe  was  reached  in  1842 
by  M.  Gnifetti,  the  cur4  of  Alagna. 

No  account  of  the  ascent  of  the 
Parrot  Spitze  has  reached  the  Editor. 

Within  the  last  S  years  the  ascent 
of  Monte  Rosa  has  become  Tery  com- 
mon ;  for,  though  it  is  more  dufficult 
and  dangerous  wan  Mt.  Blanc,  yet,  by 
sUrting  from  the  RifFelbei^,  the  expe- 
dition up  and  down  again  may  be  ac- 
complished in  about  14  hrs.,  and  there 
is  no  necessity  for  sleeping  out  on  the 
mountain.  It  takes  from  7  to  8  hrs.' 
walk  over  snow  and  glacier,  passing 
Auf  der  Platte,  to  reach  the  base  or 
the  cone  forming  the  summit.  Here 
the  real  dit&culty  begins.  It  is  a  very 
steep  rock,  its  hollows  filled  with  ice ; 
and,  though  only  500  ft  high,  re- 
quires nearlv  an  hour  to  ascend,  and 
as  much  to  aescend.  The  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  all  is  that  which  leads  to 
the  verv  highest  point  The  best 
guides  should  be  taken,  and  the  usual 
charge  is  50  fir.  a  guide. 

g.  Those  who  do  not  intend  crossing 
into  the  Val  d'Aosta  fVom  Zermatt 
by  the  St.  Th^dule  (Rte.  128)  will  be 
gratified  by  ascending  to  the  highest 
point  of  the  pass.  The  sceneir  is 
grand  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the 
excursion  neither  .dangerous,  difficult 
nor  very  fatiguing,  unless  the  snow 
be  very  soft  It  is  possible  to  ride  as 
far  as  the  glacier  In  2}  hrs.  Arom  Zei^ 
matt ;  it  then  takes  2|  hrs.  fair  walk- 
ing to  reach  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
the  view  fh>m  which  is  indeed  magni- 
ficent The  return  to  Zermatt  may 
be  made  in  3|  hrs. 

From  the  hut  on  the  col  the  Breit' 
horn  may  be  ascended  in  about  3  hrs., 
the  descent  will  take  about  S  hrs. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  nearly 
equal  to  that  fWmi  Moote  Rosa. 

A.  Zermfttt  to  the  Ewfiach  Thai  (Rte. 
129).  There  are  2  glacier^passes  from 
Zermatt  to  the  Binfisch  Thai,  both 
difficult,  and  fit  only  for  well-trained 
mountaineers.  The  more  direct  of 
the  two  is  the  TH/t  Joch,  11,601  ft  in 
height.  Very  dangerous  late  in  the 
season.  This  is  reached  by  ascending 
the  ravine  of  the  Tr^,  which  opens 


which  is  a  mere  gap  in  ap  extremely 
sharp  ridge.  The  view  from  this 
point  in  lK>th  directions  is  extremely 
striking,  and  well  worth  an  excursioa 
from  Zermatt  The  descent  towards 
the  Zmal  Glacier  down  a  formidably 
steep  precipice  of  rock  tries  the  steadi- 
ness of  both  travellers  and  guides. 
From  the  base  of  the  predpioe  the 
descent  over  the  Zinal  Glacier  is  not 
difficult  save  that  in  one  crevassed 
pordon  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  rocks.  This  pass  might 
with  more  advantaffe  be  teken  from 
the  Zinal  side  than  from  Zermatt  It 
is  a  day's  work  of  15  or  16  hrs.,  in- 
cluding the  ordinary  halts. 

A  longer,  but  for  the  most  part  less 
difficult  pass  was  effected  by  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  in  1859,  and  by  Mr.  Tuckett 
in  1860,  by  iheOoldela  Deni  Blanche^ 
at  the  extreme  S.  end  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  The  most  serious  difficulty 
arises  from  a  g^eat  bergsdvnmd  running 
across  the  upper  put  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  In  ue  Utter  part  of  the 
season  this  becomes  a  very  serious 
obstacle.  On  reaching  the  summit 
from  the  Zinal  side,  one  of  the  most 
striking  views  in  the  Alps  is  suddenly 

K resented.  The  peak  of  the  Matter- 
om  in  all  its  grandeur  is  seen  exactly 
opposite,  rising  to  the  height  of  very- 
nearl^  15,000  ft,  while  the  spectator 
is  himself  upon  a  terrace  about 
11,400  ft  above  the  sea.  The  Zmutt 
Glacier,  filling  the  valley  between,  is 
reached  by  a  steep  descent  for  the 
most  part  over  the  slopes  of  the  Eln* 
horn.  At  least  15  hrs.  should  be 
allowed  for  this  expedition. 

The  great  interest  of  the  las^ 
mentioned  pass  arises  from  the  won- 
derful view  of  the  Matterhom.  It  is 
possible  in  a  single  day  to  combine 
the  most  interesting  portions  of  both 
expeditions,  and  return  to  Zermatt  in 
the  evening.  For  this  purpose  the 
traveller  should  first  ascend  to  the 
top  of  the  Trift  Pass»  and  thea,  re- 
turning to  the  foot  of  the  Trift 
Glacier,  ascend  the  shoulder  of  ths 
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Oaibelhorny  nntil  a  point  is  gained 
nearly  opposite  the  Matterhorn,  the 
view  of  which  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
passed by  tbat  ftom  the  Col  de  la 
Dent  Blanche.  From  thence  it  is 
possible  to  descend  the  very  ste^ 
southern  slopes  of  the  Gabelhorn, 
near  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Zmutt 
Glacier;  but  as  this  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty,  it  should  not 
be  attempted  unless  there  be  time  in 
case  of  &ilure  to  effect  a  retreat.  It 
may  be  practicable  to  effect  a  passage 
between  the  peaks  of  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Gabefhorn,  and  so  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Zmutt  Glacier,  but  this 
has  probably  not  yet  been  attempted. 

t.  Less  difficult  than  the  last-men- 
tioned excursions  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Mettelhom  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Tiift 
raTine.  The  ascent  is  best  made  by 
Ibllowine  a  narrow  track,  at  first 
nearly  due  N.  from  Zermatt,  then 
mounting  by  sifzags  and  bearing  to 
the  1.  till  the  Tnft  glacier  comes  mto 
view.  From  thence  a  direct  ascent, 
partly  over  snow,  and  very  steep 
towards  the  top,  leads  to  the  summit, 
11,190  ft.,  4  hrs.  from  Zermatt.  The 
view  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  of 
ice  scenes.  It  is  a  panorama  of  ice 
and  snow,  far  superior  to  that  from 
any  other  known  mountain,  equally 
accessible.  The  gisantic  ice-diffs  of 
the  Weisshom  are  nill  in  face  to  the 
W.,  the  great  Alpine  range  is  on  the 
8.,  the  &as  Grat  on  the  R,  and  the 
Oberland  Mountains  grandly  close  the 
ZermaU  valley  to  the  N.  All  the 
mountains  seem  to  turn  their  most  pre- 
cipitous mdes  to  the  observer  from  this 
remarkable  point.  The  climb  is  within 
the  powers  of  a  moderate  pedestrian 
who  has  a  good  guide. 

j.  The  passage  from  the  Valley  of 
Saas  to  Zermatt  has  been  effected  at 
3  different  points  in  the  ridge  of  the 
Saas  Grat  The  most  interesting,  but 
also  the  highest  and  most  difficult  of 
these,  is  the  Adi«r  Pass,  discovered  in 
1848  by  M.  Imseng,  the  well-known 
and  much  -  respected  curd  of  Saas. 
Starting  from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffel- 
berg,  the  track  lies  along  and  upon 
4he  FmdeUn  Glacier,  tending  ultimately 
towards   the   extreme  N.E.  comer. 


where  it  abuts  on  the  ridge  connecting 
the  Rympfishhom  with  the  Strahl- 
horn.  The  upper  part  is  an  extremely 
steep  slope,  partly  ice  and  partly  rock, 
where  it  is  usually  necessary  to  cut 
steps  in  the  ice.  From  the  smnmit 
the  view  is  magnificent,  and  the  de- 
scent to  the  inn  at  the  Mattmark  See 
is  not  difficult  If  too  much  time  hai 
not  been  consumed  on  the  way,  it  Is 

Suite  possible  to  reach  the  summit  of 
le  Strahlhom,  whi<^  rises  to  the  S.E. 
of  the  pass  to  a  height  of  13,750  ft 
There  is  probably  no  one  of  the  higher 
peaks  of  the  Alps  so  well  situated  for 
a  panoramic  view;  and  the  ascent, 
which  may  be  accomplished  in  aa 
hour  from  the  summit  of  the  AdleT 
Pass,  itself  12,4«1  ft.  in  height,  it 
strongly  recommended  to  adventurous 
al]Nne  traveHen. 

The  second  pass,  the  AUalein  Pass^ 
is  approached  ttom  the  village  of 
Tasch  by  the  TSsch  Glacier.  It  doeS 
Bot  present  any  serious  difficulty  to 
practised  mouutaineers*  The  descent 
on  the  E.  side  leads  to  the  inn  at  the 
liattmaxiL  See. 

A  more  direct  pass  from  Tasch  to 
Saas,  instead  of  crossing  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Allaleinhom  to  the  Alla- 
lein  Glacier,  passes  on  the  N.W.  side 
of  that  peak  to  the  upper  slopes  of  the 
F^e  Glacier.  This  pass  nas  been 
lately  made  known  by  the  Rev.  L. 
Stephen.  The  ascent  of  the  AUalevnf^ 
horn  (13,235  ft),  first  accomplished 
in  1856  by  Mr.  Ames,  may  be  com- 
bined with  either  of  the  last-mentioned 


A.  A  difficult  pass,  called  the  Schwarg 
Thor,  across  the  ridge  of  Monte  Rosa, 
between  the  Breithom  and  the  western 
of  the  TVrtns  {ZvnUinge),  and  leading 
from  the  Riffelbers  to  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Ayas,  is  described  in  '  Peaks, 
Passes,  and  Glaciers.'  Another,  still 
higher,  pass  over  the  same  ran^,  be- 
tween the  Lyskamm  and  the  highest 
peaks  of  Monte  Rosa,  leading  direct  to 
Gressonay,  was  effected  in  18.59.  The 
height  of  this  pass  probably  exceeds 
13,500  ft 

/.  The  pass  of  the  Col  <fErin  is  de* 
scribed  in  Rte.  132.  The  summit  of 
the  pass,  and  the  T8U  Blanche  which 
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rises  900  ft.  above  it»  may  be  reached 
in  a  long  day's  excareion,  returning  to 
Zermatt  in  the  evening. 

The  foregoing  list  may  give  some 
notion  of  the  yast  variety  of  interest- 
ing expeditions  that  may  be  made 
from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffelberg.    The 

treat  majority  of  these  involve  a  good 
.  eal  of  exertion,  and  many  of  them 
are  fit  only  for  thoroughly«trained 
mountaineers.  It  is,  however,  an 
.error  to  suppose  that  those  who  have 
not  the  strength  or  activity  to  under- 
take difficult  excursions  may  not  find 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Zermatt,  and  the  hotel  on  the  Riffel- 
berg, a  vast  variety  of  new  combina- 
iions,  including  some  of  the  grandest 
And  most  striking  natural  objects  in 
the  world.  To  such  persons  the  chief 
obstacle  is  the  distance  to  be  travelled 
between  Visp  and  Zermatt ;  bat,  since 
tolerably  good  accommodation  is  pro- 
vided at  St.  Nicholas,  the  journey  has 
been  put  within  the  reach  even  of 
delicate  ladies, 


BOUTE  128. 

ZEBMATT  TO  CHATILLON,  BY  THE  OOL  DB 
ST.  THEODCLE  AMD  VAL  TOURNANCUK; 
OR  TO  GRl^SSONAir,  BY  THE  CIUES 
BLANCHES. 

This  is  the  easiest  of  the  high  glacier 
passes  of  the  Alps,  and  on  that  account 
the  most  frequented.  When  the  snow 
is  very  firm  mules  are  sometimes  taken 
across,  and  so  long  as  the  right  di- 
rection is  followed  on  the  elacier 
there  is  no  risk  of  any  kind.  No  one 
should,  however,  attempt  to  pass  it 
alone.  In  the  very  common  case  of 
clouds  resting  on  the  summit,  it  is 
ver^  easy  to  miss  the  way,  and  fatal 
accidents  have  occurred  from  the 
neglect  of  the  rope,  which  on  this,  as 
on  every  glacier  pass  where  the  ice  is 
coated  with  snow,  ought  to  be  used, 
at  least  during  bad  weather  and 
when  tiie  clouds  lie  low,  not  from  any 
immediate  apprehension  of  danser,  but 
because  it  is  the  proper  way  of  avert- 
ing the  possibility  of  it.  The  tim« 
requisite  varies  according  to  the  state 
of  the  snow.  An  ordinary  pedestrian 
may  reach  the  summit  in  4^  hrs.  from 
Zermatt,  Breuil  in  2^  hrs.  more,  Val 
Toumanche  in  2  hrs.,  and  Ch&tillon 
in  3|  hrs.  from  Val  Toumanche.  An 
active  pedestrian  may  reduce  the  time 
from  12|  to  about  10^  hrs.  exclusive 
of  halts. 

310  travellers,  many  of  them  ladies, 
crossed  in  1859.  The  usual  plan  for 
ladies  is  to  take  a  mule  from  Zermatt 
for  2  hrs.  (10  fr.),  or  3  hrs.  (15  fr.), 
which  last  brings  them  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier.  Mules  can  sometimes  be 
taken  across,  but  it  is  usual  and  better 
to  walk  over  the  glacier.  1}  hr.  up  to 
the  Col,  and  1|  hr.  down  to  the  foot  of 
the  Foameaux,  1^  hr.  short  of  Breuil, 
where  mules  can  often  be  found  in  the 
season;  or,  if  thought  necessary,  a 
guide  maj^  be  sent  on  to  order  a  mule 
from  Breuil  (6  fr.}.  The  guides  charge 
15  fr.  to  Breuil  or  Val  ToumandM, 
20  fr.  to  Ch&tillon,  and  expect  1  or 
2  fr.  bonuemain. 


Piecf*  i  Savoy,       route  128. — pass  of  st.  thxodule. 
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By  starting  from  the  Biffelberg 
the  ascent  is  shortened  by  half  an 
hour,  and  this  way  is  much  the  more 
interesting  to  pedestrians,  because  it 
leads  right  across  the  broad  fields  of 
the  Gomer  Glacier  at  a  level  where 
the  ice  has  no  concealed  dangers, 
but  mules  can  never  be  used.  In 
crossing  from  the  Italian  side,  the 
ascent  to  the  Kiffelberg  will  take 
rather  more  time  than  the  descent 
to  Zermatt.  The  path  on  leaving 
Zermatt  takes  the  1.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  in  about  15  min.  crosses 
the  torrent  from  the  Zmutt  glacier; 
it  then  winds  amongst  meadows 
and  ch&lets  towards  the  W.  side  of 
the  Gomer  glacier,  and  in  45  min. 
from  Zermatt  begins  to  ascend  the 
woods  and  pastures  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  Gromer  Glacier.  The  torrent  from 
the  FxiTifge  glacier,  descending  in  a 
deep  rift,  is  crossed,  and  after  this  the 
|)ath  becomes  very  steep.  2  hours 
from  Zermatt  the  pastures  are  left, 
and  the  course  becomes  bed  for  mules, 
lying  over  rocks  and  loose  schist,  with 
no  definite  path,  till  in  1  hr.  the  glacier 
is  reached.  The  glacier  is  steep  but 
singularly  smooth  and  free  from 
crevasses.  After  about  }  hr.  of  glacier 
the  rocks  are  taken  for  15  min.,  and 
then  an  ascent  of  f  hr.  again  over  the 
jl^lacier  leads  to  the  Col.  Here  care 
IS  essential.  There  are  always  a  few 
crevasses  covered  over,  and  highly 
dangerous  to  a  straggler  whenever 
snow  has  fallen  freshly. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  cf  St, 
Thdoduie  is  10,899  Eng.  ft  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  The  scene  imme- 
diately around  is  one  continuous 
ice-field.  Then,  the  eye  wanders  over 
a  vast  intervening  country  to  the 
Bernese  Alps,  sweeps  round  by  the 
Breithom  and  Monte  Rosa,  looks  down 
upon  a  thousand  peaks  towards  Pied- 
mont, and  rests  upon  that  wonder  of 
the  Alps,  the  Cervin  or  Matterhom, 
in  immediate  proximity. 

On  the  actual  crest  of  the  Col  there 
is  some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  space 
so  exposed  that  the  snow  cannot  rest 
upon  it  Here  Saussure  remained  3 
days,  with  his  son  and  attendants, 
engaged  in  experiments  at  this  ele- 


vation. Traces  of  the  rude  cabins 
in  which  they  sheltered  still  exist,  and 
also  of  a  redoubt  thrown  up  3  cen- 
turies ago  by  the  Valaisans,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Fort  St.  Theo- 
dule:  displayed  to  mark  the  Swiss 
frontier  along  the  crest  of  the  Alps. 

A  hut  was  erected  on  this  Col  in 
1854,  where  bread,  cheese,  and  hot 
wine  may  be  obtained  during  the 
summer.  This  is  the  highest  habita- 
tion in  Europe.  A  larger  structure 
was  commenced,  but  was  blown  down 
while  still  incomplete. 

From  the  summit  the  descent  to- 
wards'the  Val  d'Aosta  lies  over  the 
glacier  for  40  min. ;  then  a  steeep 
escent  down  rocks  and  loose  rubbish 
called  the  Fonmeaux  for  45  min.  At 
the  foot  of  this,  or  even  at  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  mules  left  by  travellers  on 
the  ascent  may  often  be  found  waiting 
during  the  season.  1^  hr.  over  pas- 
tures then  brings  you  to  the  very 
comfortable  Inm  at  BrmiU^  formerly 
called  Jumont  or  Giomen,  situated  on 
an  eminence  overlooking  the  little 
plain  of  Breuil,  and  in  uie  midst  of 
very  grand  scenery,  being  surrounded 
on  3  sides  by  the  most  tremendous 
predpices,  by  snowy  peaks  and  huge 
glaciers  ;  over-head  towers  Mont  Cer- 
vin, to  the  E.  the  Breithom,  and  on  tiie 
S.  are  seen  the  singular  rocks  called 
Ch&t«€U  des  Domes,  Prom  Breuil  the 
ascent  of  the  Breithom  may  be  made 
more  oonveniently  than  from  Zermatt, 
as  well  as  many  other  excursions 
amon^t  the  rocks  and  glaciers.  Mules 
and  side-saddles  are  to  be  found  at 
Breuil.  There  is  no  occasion  for  a 
guide  below  Breuil.  Descending  to 
the  little  plain  and  following  the  1. 
bank  of  the  stream,  an  extraordinary 
scene  of  devastation  and  desolation 
is  crossed,  then  another  little  plain 
followed  b^  another  waste,  and  then 
another  plam  with  the  ch&lets  of  Aonet. 
The  path  then  enters  a  ravine  and 
follows  a  narrow  ledge  amongst  mag- 
nificent scenery  to  the  little  chapel  of 
N.  D.  de  la  Garde  (1  hr.  15  min.  from 
Breuil);  near  this  the  torrent  below 
makes  1  or  2  fine  waterftlls,  and  the 
view  looking  back  on  Mont  Cervin  is 
very  fine.    A  short  and  steep  descent 


358 


ROUTE  128. — VAL  TOURNANCHE. 


Sectll. 


follows,  and  then  the  torrent  is  crossed 
to  the  rt.  bank.  30  miu.  &rther  the 
path  again  crosses  to  the  1.  bank,  and 
a  short  ascent  leads  to 

Vol  Toumanohe  (/fwi:  H.  da  Monte 
Rose,  homely  but  clean  and  cheap),  a 
village  finely  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  magnificent  view  down 
the  valley,  terminating  with  the  snowy 
mass  of  the  Qrand  Pc^adis, 

A  steep  set  of  zigzags  leads  down  to 
the  bridge,  which  tokes  the  path  to  the 
rt  bank. 

The  whole  of  the  scenery  below 
Val  Tonmanobe  is  most  magnificent. 
The  valley  is  green  and  usually 
shaded  with  noble  chestnuts  and 
walnut  trees ;  below  ibams  the  torrent, 
above  on  each  side  are  tremendous 
rocks  and  precipices,  and  Ihe  Mont 
Cervin  is  finequently  in  view.  About 
an  hour  below  Val  Toumandie  some 
extraordinary  remains  of  a  Soman 
Aquedfict  may  be  seen  high  up  on  the 
face  of  the  rock,  on  the  rt.,  and  they  are 
contitmed  at  intervals  for  several  miles. 
The  fiuest  portion  consists  of  several 
arches  very  perfect,  in  front  of  a  nearly 
perpendicular  cliff  several  hundred 
iWet  above  the  valley,  nearly  opposite 
the  village  of  Antey,  hanging  like  a 
picture  against  the  rock.  The  road 
continues  on  the  rt.  bank  for  nearly 
2  hrs.,  then  crosses  fbr  about  10  min., 
and  returns  to  the  rt.  bank  for  the 
rest  of  the  way  to  Ohfttillon.  The 
mule-track  for  the  last  2  m.  rises 
high  above  the  stream,  but  pedestrians 
can  find  paths  close  to  the  stream  and 
through  green  and  shady  meadows  till 
close  to  Chfttilhm.  This  part  of  the 
'^^ey  is  fearfully  hot  in  summer,  and 
should  be  mused  early  in  the  morning 
or  late  in  toe  evening. 

CMtUhn.  (See  Bta.  194.) 

Soutt  Retersed, — Ghiides,  horses,  and 
side-saddles  will  be  fimnd  at  Gh&tiUon, 
at  Yal  Toumanche,  and  at  Breoil :  the 
guides  ask  90  fr.  to  Zermatc,  with  1 
or  S  fr.  bonnemain.  No  guide  is 
wanted  up  to  Breuil;  beyond  that 
place  no  one  should  attempt  the 
Col  without  one.  Antoine  Pessfon 
of  Val  Toumanche  is  a  good  guide. 
•Mttto  from  ChfttiUon  to  Breuil  IQ  fr.. 


Breuil  to  the  glacier  5  or  6  fr.  A 
short  distance.outside  CbAtillon  a  foot- 
path to  the  rt.  goes  along  the  strean 
through  shaded  meadows  and  joins  the 
mule-path  about  2  m.  fiirther  on.  It 
takes  4  hrs.  moderate  walking  to  reach 
Val  Toumanche,  and  about  2^  hrs.  to 
go  from  thence  to  Breuil.  9  hrs. 
are  quite  sufficient  for  the  ascent  to 
the  Col,  unless  there  be  much  fresh 
snow;  and  S4  hrs.  or  less  will  take 
the  traveller  from  the  summit  to  Zer- 
matt  or  to  the  Riffelberg. 

To  reach  the  valley  of  Ayas  from 
Zermatt  by  the  Col  de  St  Th^bdule 
involves  a  much  longer  passage  o^er 
glacier  than  in  the  ordinary  route  to 
val  Toumanche,  but  presents  no 
difficulty  unless  afrer  fresh  snow, 
when  it  may  be  very  fktiguing. 

A  little  below  the  Col  of  St.  Th^ 
dule,  on  the  Italian  aide,  the  course 
turns  off  to  the  1.  and  descends  over 
a  plateau  of  snow  to  the  chain  of  the 
Clmes  Blanches  (l^  hr^,  whence 
traversing  the  Aventina  Glader  Uie 
ch&letsof  Aventina(l^hr.)are  reached, 
and  in  2  hrs.  more  St.  Giacomo 
d'Ayas.  The  Val  d'Ayas  may  be  de* 
scended  to  Brussone  (Kte.  125),  or 
the  Betta  Furca  may  be  crossed  to 
Gressonay.  The  accommodation  at 
Aventina  or  at  St.  Giacomo  is  but  of 
the  poorest  kind,  bat  it  is  neeessary 
to  sleep  at  either  place  unless  the 
traveller  is  able  to  push  on  to  Ghtsso* 
nay,  a  wry  hmg  dcnft  walk. 

[There  is  a  pass,  called  the  Col  de 
Portola,  from  Antey  in  the  Val  Tour- 
nanohe  to  Brussone  in  the  Val  Chal- 
lant,  respeetiuff  which  the  Editor  haa 
received  no  inrormation  J 


PiecP'  ir  Savo^.         k.  129. — st.  kicholas  to  evolena. 
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BOUTE  129. 

ST.  mCHOLAS  TO  EVOLENA,  BY  THE 
TURTHAN  TBAL  AND  THE  filNFISCH 
THAL. 

This  district  was  antil  lately  seldom 
visited.  Now  that  inns  have  been 
built  at  Grubm  (Zmeiden)  in  the  Turt- 
man  Thai;  at  St.  Luc,  and  also  at 
Zinat,  in  the  Einfisch  Thai  (Val  d'An- 
nivers) ;  and  at  ^Hvolena,  in  the  Val 
d'Herens  (d'Erin,  or  Eringer  Thai)  ; 
the  valleys  of  Turtman,  Kinfisch,  and 
Erin  will  probably  be  as  much  vbited 
as  any  part  of  the  Alps,  the  scenery 
being  unsurpassed. 

A  steep  bndle-path  along  the  nearly 
precipitous  rocks  that  rise  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  village  of  St.  Niklaus 
leads  to  the  chfLlets  and  chapel  of 
Jung,  commanding  a  very  fine  view  of 
the  Saas  Grat  and  Monte  Rosa.  Hence 
the  old  footway  diverged  over  the 
Jung  Joch.  The  present  bridle-path 
over  a  different  col  is  in  every  way 
preferable.  1  hr.  farther  the  crest  of 
the  valley  is  reached.  Here  a  pile  of 
stones  (or  *'  stein-mann  **)  marks  a 
magnificent  view-point,  including  the 
Saas  Grat,  Aletsch  Glacier,  Weisshorn, 
and  ^onte  Ro»a.  From  thence  the  wild 
and  rather  dreary  glen  of  the  Aus- 
borthal  leads  to  the  summit  (?  8000  ft) 
of  the  ridge,  which,  descending  from 
the  Weisshom,  separates  the  valley 
of  S.  Niklaus  from  the  Turtman  Thai 
[The  ZejfiUen  (or  Dreizehntm)  Horn 
(10,521  it.)  may  be  hence  ascended 
rt.  in  1  hr.  by  a  rough  footpath  prac- 
ticable for  ladies.  It  is  a  first-class 
view.  The  panorama  is  unbroken, 
except  where  the  neighbouring  Weiss- 
horn  shuts  out  the  Matterhorn:  the 
Aletsch  Glacier  is  seen  from  top  to 


bottom.  The  Oberland  is  fully  de- 
fined from  the  Diablerets  to  the 
Oldenhom.  There  is  some  confhsion 
of  names  between  this  mountain  and 
the  Lower  Schwarzhom  (9593  ft.). 
The  Zeyntenhom  lies  E.  of  Gruben 
(by  compass);  the  Schwarzhorn  is 
N.E.]  A  long  descent  down  a  dreary 
valley  leads  to  the  ch&lets  of  the 
Gruben  Alp.  Here  the  pathway  be- 
comes good.  Thence  to  Gruben  (by 
the  hamlet  of  Meiden  or  Zmeiden  \ 
Inn  ffood,  but  small,  charmingly 
placed  in  a  green  meadow  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream,  with  rocky  knolls 
cropping  out  of  the  turf.  Guides  and 
mules.  Gruben  is  6  hrs.  fWmi  St 
Niklaus.  [The  Bnmnegghomf  one  of 
the  peaks  ofthe  Weisshom  impending 
over  St  Niklaus,  was  ascended  in 
1853  by  M.  Tanti^oni,  the  our^  of 
that  village,  with  his  curate.3 

The  Turtman  Thai  is  a  wild  valley 
about  1 5  m.  in  length,  from  the  point 
where  its  stream  falls  into  the  Rhone 
at  Tourtemagne  {Inn:  *Po6te)  (Rte. 
59),  to  the  givat  glacier  on  the  N. 
side  of  the  Weisshom,  whence  it 
takes  its  rise.  Though,  in  additSoa 
to  numerous  ch&lets  which  are  perched 
by  the  upper  pastures  above  the  valley* 
it  contains  several  hamlets*  these  con* 
sist  exclusively  of  mayens,  which  are 
inhabited  for  a  few  weeks  only  in  the 
spring  and  autumn.  A  magnificent 
forest  formerly  occupied  the  lower 
part  of  the  valley.  It  has  lately  fallen 
to  the  axe,  and  its  remains  are  un-> 
sightly.  The  timber  is  part^  floatedi 
and  partly  taken  by  slides,  down  to 
Turtman,  where  it  is  sawn.  The 
summer  Inhabitants  of  the  Turtman 
Thai  come  from  the  German  oortion 
of  the  Valais ;  those  of  the  Einfisch 
Thai  and  Eringer  Thai  are  French* 
speaking  people  of  Latin  origin,  and 
are  superior  m  point  of  appearance. 
These  three  valleys  are  fi«e  from 
cretinism. 

Gruben  to  Turtman  rToartemagne)« 
on  the  Simplon  Roaa  {Inn:  Fbste) 
(Rte.  59),  is  a  bridle-path  of  8}  hn. 
After  5}  m.  it  passes  the  hamlet  d 
Vollensteg,  and  there  crosses  the  river. 
Thence  Ti  m.  to  Turtman.    The  road 
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does  not  pass  in  sight  of  the  beaatiful 
-waterftill  close  behind  that  village. 

Tartman  Glacier,  The  valley  may 
easily  be  ascended  to  its  head,  3^  m. 
from  Gniben,  and  a  visit  made  to  this 
magnificent  glacier.  Mules  can  be 
taken  past  Zerbitzen,  niore  than  half 
"way. 


From  the  Turtman  Thai  to  the  Einfisch 
Thai  by  the  Meiden  Pass, 

There  are  two  bridle-passes  from 
the  head  of  the  Tartman  Thai  into 
the  Einfisch  Thai,  called  respectively 
the  Meiden  and  the  Pas  de  Brnuf,  The 
former  is  the  easier  (onlv  5  hrs.)  ;  but 
the  latter  ^7  hrs.)  has  the  advantage 
of  permittmg  the  ascent  of  the  Bella 
Tola  by  the  way.  A  foot-path  more 
southerly  than  either  of  these  is  the 
Pas  de  la  Forcletta  leading  to  Ayer. 
B^  this  route  an  active  pedestrian 
might  probably  reach  Zinal  in  one 
long  day  from  St  Niklaus. 

Meiden  Pass.  Crossing  the  stream 
which  descends  from  the  great  glacier 
of  Turtman,  now  ftill  in  sight,  an  ill- 
defined  path  ascends  the  steep  side  of 
the  valley  opposite  to  Meiden.  Keep- 
ing to  the  L  towards  the  upper  part, 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  very  poor 
ch&lets  perched  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  overlooking  the  Turtman 
valley,  and  commanding  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Weisshom,  with  its  at- 
tendant glaciers.  From  this  point  to 
the  top  of  the  pass,  which  lies  imme- 
diately to  the  rt.  of  some  steep  pin- 
nacles of  quartz  rock,  there  is  no  well- 
defined  track ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
way  is  very  steep.  The  scene  which 
presents  itself  on  the  south  side  of  the 
f>ath  descending  towards  Luc  is  very 
wild  and  strikmg,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gigantic  nun,  caosed 
b^  the  fklling  down  of  some  of  the 
pinnacles  of  quarts  rock  which  form 
the  main  ridge.  At  length  a  point  is 
attained  which  overlooks  the  Einfisch 
Thai,  or  Vol  d*Anniviers^  one  of -the 
least  known,  most  interesting,  and 
most  beautifhl  valleys  in  the  Alps. 
From  this  point  there  is  a  good  path 
to  the  village  of 


St.  Lwsilnn:  H.  de  la  Bella  Tola, 
good,  civil  landlord,  who  is  also  an 
experienced  guide),  which  is  perched 
upon  the  steep  E.  slope  of  the  valley, 
about  2000  ft,  or  1^  hr.,  above  Vis- 
soy  e.  From  the  village,  which  has 
been  twice  burned  down  within  the 
last  18  vears,  there  is  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  head  of  the  valley,  with 
the  (here)  chisel-shaped  head  of  the 
Matterhom,  locally  called  Grande 
Couronne,  towering  over  the  Col  de 
la  Dent  Blanche  (Ute.  127  A).  The 
Pas  de  Ikeuf  is  somewhat  more  north- 
erly. }  hr.  past  the  Col  is  a  path 
that  leads  up  to  the  *Bella  Tola,  or 
Borterhom  '(9744  ft.)  (here  again  is 
some  confusion  of  names),  a  com- 
manding point  N.E.  of  St.  Luc,  whose 
summit  is  reached  from  thence  in  4} 
hrs.  The  final  ascent  is  easy,  and 
occupies  1  hr.  on  foot.  The  view  is 
magnificent,  and  200  peaks  of  moun- 
tains are  visible.  Returning  to  the 
pathway  of  the  Pas  de  B^uf,  the 
descent  to  St.  Luc  is  easy. 

The  easiest  way  of  entering  the 
Einfisch  Thai  is  nom  Sierre  in  the 
Valais  (Rte.  59).  An  Inn  was  built, 
1863,  at  Glarey,  dose  by  Sierre,  for 
the  benefit  of  explorers.  The  lower 
part  of  the  valley  is  a  narrow  defile 
abounding  in  striking  points  of  view. 
The  old  mule-path  was  exceedingly 
rough  and  circuitous,  as  the  streams 
fh)m  the  mountains  above  had  cut 
deep  and  narrow  lateral  ravines  with 
projecting  promontories  of  rock,  round 
which  the  path  was  carried.  A  new 
road  has  been  in  course  of  construction 
for  some  years,  and  is  decidedly 
easier,  though  perhaps  less  pictur- 
esque. Three  tunnels  have  been  bored 
through  the  projecting  rocks.  By 
this  way  Vissoye  may  be  reached  in 
3  hrs.  from  Siders. 

[There  is  another  bridle-path  of 
much  beauty  into  the  Einfisch  Thai, 
fh>m  Susten,  on  the  Simplon  Road, 
leading  in  5  or  6  hrs.  by  the  lU-see 
and  Ghandolin  to  St.  Luc.  The  Illr 
see  is  7710  ft :  the  col  some  hundred 
feet  higher.  Bj  making  }  hr.  detour, 
a  crest  overlooking  the  precipice  N.  of 
the  lUhom  may  be  visited.  It  is  locally 
called  the  ^EbotUement  (or  lllgrabeii/* 
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Here  the  whole  side  of  a  mountain 
seems  to  have  giren  way,  and  fallen 
as  a  Tast  ruin  into  the  valley,  leaving 
a  pawning  gulf  surrounded  by  crum- 
bling and  treacherous  crags.  The 
lUhom  (8937  ft.)  may  be  ascended; 
but  the  view  is  not  equal  to  that  from 
either  the  Bella  Tola  or  the  Zeynten- 
horn.  The  descent  to  Susten  is  very 
fine,  passing  through  a  dense  forest 
of  old  pines,  with  peeps  to  the  1.  into 
the  lllgraben.  After  this  are  pastures 
and  ch&lets,  and  then  a  second  pine 
wood.] 

A  Scandinavian  origin  has  been 
attributed  to  the  population  of  this 
valley,  but  at  present  they  speak  a 
French  patois^  nearly  identical  with 
that  spoken  in  the  neighbouring  Val 
d'Erin,  and  differing  but  little  from 
that  of  the  Val  d'Aosta.  They  are 
more  simple  and  also  more  courteous 
to  strangers  than  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts which  are  frequently  visited  by 
tourists.  Exposed  but  rarely  to  the 
contact  of  their  fellow  countrymen, 
their  lives  are  passed  between  hard 
labour  and  the  offices  of  religion,  in 
both  of  which  they  are  most  diligent 

There  are  several  populous  villages 
in  the  valley,  of  whicn  the  chief  is 
Vissoye,  but  there  is  no  inn.  There  is 
a  curious  old  castle,  with  its  dungeon. 
[From  a  point  called  Bee  de  Boseons 
(11,000  ft.),  between  Vissoye  and  the 
Val  d'Erin,  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
extending  from  the  Grand  Combin 
to  the  Cervin  and  the  Bernese  Alps.] 
2  m.  above  Vissoye,  and  1  m.  below 
the  hamlet  of  CremenZf  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches,  of  which 
the  western,  leading  to  the  passes  into 
the  Val  d'Erin,  is  called  the  Val  de 
Torrent,  while  the  eastern  branch 
contains  the  stream  descending  from 
the  great  glacier  of  Zinal,  and  uo  one 
who  IS  favoured  by  fine  weather  should 
omit  to  go  as  far  as  the  very  tolerable 
little  Inn  at  Zinal  (rough  accommo- 
dation, good  wine,  civil  people),  the 
last  hamlet  in  this  branch  of  the 
valley,  2 J  hrs.  from  Vissoye,  passine 
Ayer,  near  which  cobalt  and  nickel 
are  found.  From  it  is  an  easy  ex- 
cursion to  the  ch&lets  of  Arpitetta, 
which  command  a  magnificent  view. 


Seen  from  this  point,  the  W.  side  of 
the  Weisshom  may  rank  with  the  E. 
side  of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  among  the  grandest  scenes 
in  the  Alps.  Zinal  is  the  best  starting- 
point  for  the  two  glacier  passes  leading 
to  Zermatt  described  in  Rte.  127  A.  A 
good  guide  named  Viennin  lives  there. 
Travellers  from  Zinal  to  Evolena  may 
ride  to  the  ch&lets  near  the  foot  of  the 
Glacier  de  Torrent  in  4^  hrs.  by  the 
Col  de  Sorrebois  ^9259  ft.),  commanding 
a  magnificent  view.  Thence  Evolena 
may  be  reached  by  the  Col  de  Tor- 
rent in  5^  hrs.  more. 

In  crossing  the  Col  de  Sorrebois  from 
Zinal,  sharp  and  steep  zigzags  lead  up 
the  face  of  the  cliff  to  the  only  prac- 
ticable place.  Thence  the  path  winds 
1.  along  its  brow  to  extensive  ch&lets ; 
a  small  lake  is  skirted,  and  rough  up- 
land pastures  are  crossed.  The  Col 
lies  1.  of  the  Come  de  Sorrebois.  The 
view  comprises  the  Weisshom,  stand- 
ing without  a  rival.  The  descent  is 
steep,  bat  the  path  is  being  improved 
year  by  year.  The  glacier  stream  in 
the  Val  de  Torrent  is  crossed  by  a 
bridge,  and  the  massive  Glacier  de 
Moiry,  which  feeds  it,  fills  the  head  of 
the  valley.  Hence  Cremenz  in  4  m., 
and  thence  St.  Luc  may  be  reached 
by  turning  down  the  valley  to  the  rt., 
or  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  may 
be  climbed  to  the  Col  de  Torrent. 

It  is  2}  hrs.  to  Cremenz,  thence 
1}  up  the  Torrent  valley  to  the 
bridge,  where  the  route  over  the  Col 
de  Sorrebois  falls  in.  Then  ascend  by 
the  side  of  a  mountain  stream,  with 
grand  view  of  the  Moiry  glacier ;  a 
small  lake  is  left  on  the  1.  in  wild 
rock-strewn  scenery.  The  Col  de 
Torrent  (9590  ft.)  is  marked  by  a 
cross.  Here  is  an  extensive  vieV  of 
the  vast  snow-fields  to  the  S.,  and  of  a 
range  of  snow-mts.  ttom  the  Arolla 
to  the  Velan.  [The  Sassaniere  may 
be  easily  ascende^l.]  This  was  the 
scene  of  a  foul  murder  on  July  23, 
1863.     Herr  Quesnel,  an  Hanoverian 

\  lawyer  of  eminence,  was  the  victim. 

'  The  assassin  was  a  well-known  mauvais 
sujet,  a  Swiss  Valaisian,  who  had  once 
served  in  the  Neapolitan  army,  and, 
having  latterly  escaped  fh>m  an  im- 
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priaonment  for  forgery,  had  taken  to 
the  hilis  to  avoid  capture.  Here  he 
vas  commuQicated  with  by  his  brother. 
Hearing  that  Herr  Quesnel  was  aboat 
to  cross  the  pass  with  a  single  guide, 
he  baiit  a  screen  of  stones  by  the  side 
of  the  cross,  and  awaited  them  gun 
in  hand.  As  the  travellers  mounted 
the  zigzags  the  guide  caught  sight  of 
the  screen.  He  pid&ed  up  a  bullet 
and  a  powder-flask  thstt  had  been 
dropped,  and  expressed  some  dis- 
quietude. However,  they  continued 
to  climb  to  within  20  paces  of  the 
top,  when  the  assassin  began  to  fire. 
The  guide  fell  severely  wounded  at 
ouoe.  Herr  Quesnel,  also  wounded, 
turned  and  ran  down  hill,  but  was 
pursued  and  overtaken  by  the  mur- 
derer, who  shot  him  dead  at  the  third 
hend  of  the  road  (counting  on  the 
left).  The  murderer  then  remounted  to 
the  wounded  g^ide,  to  despatch  him, 
hut  was  turned  from  his  purpose  by 
the  man's  entreaties.  He  even  bound 
up  his  wounds,  and  helped  him  over 
the  col,  where  he  left  him.  Here 
some  shepherds  found  him  in  a 
miserable  state,  and  took  him  to  Ore- 
mens.  The  murderer  was  ultimately 
captured ;  but  while  being  transferrt^ 
to  Berne,  in  charge  of  3  old  gen- 
darmes, by  wayof  theSimmenthal,  he 
made  a  sudden  dash  across  the  Sim- 
men,  a  little  below  Erlenbach,  and 
wholly  escaped.  The  murderer  and 
his  brother  were  the  only  persons 
found  implicated  in  the  crime.  The 
gendarmes  were  imprisoned  for  their 
carelessness. 

iS^^  Lvc  to  EvoUna. 

The  main  stream  is  crossed  im- 
mediately below  Vissoye,  and  the 
track  is  wdl  marked  for  some  distance 
beyond  the  hamlet  of  Cremenz,  when 
it  becomes  less  distinct,  being  merged 
in  cattle-tracks.  There  are  three 
passes  fix>m  the  Val  de  Torrent  into 
he  Val  d  Erin,  all  of  about  the  same 

eight. 

(1)  The  Paa  de  Torrent^  8  hrs.  distant 
fh>m  St.  Luc.  It  is  eatdly  passable  by 
travellers  on  horseback. 

(2)  P<u  de  Lona  (10  hi8.>    Cremenc 


is  reached  in  Shrs.  from  St.  Loc;  thenoe 
4  hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Lona  (8930  ft.>» 
between  the  Sassani^re  (10,690  ft) 
and  the  Bee  de  Bossons  (10,370  ft). 
The  view  from  either  is  magnificent ; 
the  former  is  more  easily  climbed 
from  the  side  of  the  Col  de  Torrent, 
2}  hrs.  down  from  the  Ck»l  to  Eisen, 
and  thence  1(  up  the  valley  to  Evo- 
lena  (or  3  hrs.  down  the  valley  to 
Sion). 

(3)  In  fine  weather  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  choose  that  nearest  to  the 
Glacier  de  Torrent,  called  Col  de 
Br^ona,  on  account  of  the  views  to  the 
southward  and  westward,  which  umdt 
be  magnificent.  This  coarse  would 
increase  the  length  of  the  day*a  walk 
by  i^Kmt  2  hrs. 

A  very  good  Inn  has  now  been 
opened  at  Evolena,  a  spot  which,  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  neigh- 
bouring scenery,  will  not  fail  to  attract 
many  tourists  (tee  Rte.  131).  About 
3  hrs.  from  Evolena  are  some  re> 
markable  pinnacles  of  gravel  from  50 
to  200  ft  in  height,  each  of  them 
capped  with  a  covering  of  tort 
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A06TA    TO  BVOLENA  AND  8I0N,  BT  THE 
VALPBLLINA  AND  OOL  DE  OOLLOK. 

An  extremely  interesting  expedi- 
tion over  a  high  and  difficult  pass. 
The  natives  of  Valpellina  are  shy  and 
inhospitable,  refusing  to  strangers  not 
only  the  shelter  of  their  houses,  but 
even  food  and  refreshment.  The  cure 
of  Biona  should  be  sought  for  by  any 
one  seeking  shelter  in  tne  middle  por- 
tion of  the  valley.  Valpellina  in  the 
upper  part  is  very  gprano. 

The  way  follows  the  St.  Bernard 
(Rte.  135)  for  a  short  distance;  then 
turning  downwards,  crosses  the  St. 
liemy  branch  of  the  river  Buttier, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Valpelline 
branch,  a  very  beautiful  spot,  and  pro- 
ceeds through  rich  fields  to  the  village 
of  Valpelline^  2^  hours.  Here  the  viu- 
ley  narrows,  and  the  ascent  becomes 
rapid.  Passing  the  viUage  of  Oyace^ 
picturesquely  situated  on  a  high  bar- 
rier of  rock  which  crosses  the  valley 
(1  hour  40  minutes),  you  reach  in 
another  hour  Biona,  ana  in  2^  hours 
more  the  chalets  of  Prerayen:  total 
from  Aosta,  7f  hours  of  rapid  ascent. 
Cultivation  extends  hieh  up  the  val- 
ley, which  lies  exposed  to  the  after- 
noon sun,  and  is  very  hot.  There  is 
a  good  horse-road  to  Prerayen,  where 
the  chalets  afford  somnwnat  better 
quarters  than  most  of  those  in  Pied- 
mont. There  is  no  inn  anywhere  in 
the  Valpelline,  but  the  cure  of  Biona 
will  receive  travellers.  Be  cautious 
about  engaging  guides  in  this  valley. 

The  head  of  tne  valley  is  bound[ed 
by  a  very  grand  chain  of  snowy 
mountains,  branching  from  the  main 
ohain    at    the    Dent    d'Erin,    and 


separatinff  the  Valpellhie  and  Vid 
Toumanoha  (Trom  a  little  below 
Prerayen  there  is  a  pass  leading  to 
Val  Tonmanche  (Bte.  128)  in  about 
6  hrs.  The  ascent  is  very  steep  bolt 
not  dangerous,  and  the  views  very  fine. 
Another  |Mias  more  to  the  N.  is  said 
to  lead  to  BreniL  From  Biona  there  is 
a  liigh  glacier  pass,  the  Coi  de  Cr^ 
Seohe^  l^tding  to  the  Val  de  Bagnet. 
On  the  S.  side  of  the  valley  from  l^low 
Prerayen  there  is  also  a  pass  leading 
bv  the  Val  St.  Bartelenu  to  the  ViS 
dlAosta,  between  Aosta  and  ChAtillon. 
See  Bte.  134.] 

In  ascending  to  tiie  Col  de  Collon> 
the  way  lies  up  a  steep  lateral  valleT, 
which  joins  the  main  stream  a  little 
below  Prerayen.  It  is  nearly  an 
hour's  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  great 
moraine.  The  glacier  has  retreated 
frt)m  it  a  good  half-mile  daring  the 
last  thirty  years;  on  die  side  oflSvo* 
lena,  on  tae  oontrary,  die  ioe  has 
not  diminidied.  TheK«  are  two  prao* 
tioable  routes  to  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  glacier;  one  over  rocks,  which 
Professor  Forbes  took  in  1842,  usually 
the  preferable  course,  the  other  follow* 
ing  the  bottom  of  the  valley  to  the 
foot  of  the  glacier,  which  is  to  be 
mounted  by  climbing  ateep  slopeB  of 
frozen  snow,  not  without  difficulty. 
These  being  surmounted,  a  broad  plam 
and  two  or  three  long  slopes  lead  to 
the  CoL  The  glacier  on  this  side  does 
not  seem  dangerous. 

**  The  height  of  the  Col,  by  Pro- 
fessor Forbes's  measurement,  is  10,333 
English  feet  To  the  left  is  a  crest  of 
rocks,  in  a  cleft  of  which  is  stuck  a 
small  iron  cross,  dated  1754.  A  hard 
varnish  of  rust  is  formed  on  it,  which 
seems  to  protect  the  metal  from  .fur* 
ther  decay.  The  view  {torn,  the  Col  is 
very  grand.  No  distance,  however, 
is  visible;  nothing  but  B|nres  of  rock 
and  swells  of  snow. 

**  The  descent  towards  Evolena  is 
more  dangerous,  the  glacier,  which  on 
this  side  is  called  Arolla,  being  much 
more  extensive,  and  more  crevassed. 
Some  years  sfo  a  party  of  villagers 
from  Evolena  being  overtaken  by  the 
tourmente  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier,  3  of  them  were  lost    Pro- 
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fessor  Forbes  in  crossing  this  pass 
found  the  skeleton  of  one.  After 
descending  direct  from  the  Col  for 
some  distance,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
to  the  Ti,  or  E.  side  of  the  glacier  and 
take  to  the  rocks,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
precipitous  ice-fall  which  is  quite  im- 
passable. The  descent  over  steep 
rocks  and  snow  requires  caution.  At 
the  foot  of  this  descent  you  return  to 
the  glacier,  here  free  from  snow,  and 
leaning  to  the  1.,  finally  leave  it  close 
to  its  foot.  In  a  favourable  state  of 
the  glacier  it  takes  4  hrs.  to  ascend 
from  Prerayen,  and  2}  hrs.  to  de- 
scend to  the  foot  of  the  glacier. 
The  vaUey  as  we  descend  is  close 
and  winding,  so  that  no  distant  views 
can  be  had;  but  it  is  of  the  grandest 
character. 

**  The  lofty  jaeged  ridge  to  the  east, 
which  divides  the  glacier  of  AroUa 
from  that  of  Ferp^cle,  is  called  by 
Professor  Forbes  the  Dents  des  Bon- 
quetins.  [To  the  west,  another  very 
grand  elacier  descends  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Mont  Collon,  but  it  is 
doubted  whether  the  ridge  can  be 
crossed  which  divides  it  from  the  Cher- 
montane  glacier  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Bagnes.1  There  is  a  chftlet 
near  the  foot  of  tne  glacier,  where  it  is 
possible  to  pass  the  night.  From  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  to  Evolena  is  about 
4  hours  of  very  grand  and  beautiful 
scenery.  Total  from  Prerayen  to 
Evolena,  about  10^  to  11  hrs. 

Evolena  (Inn:  Hdtel  de  la  Dent 
Blanche,  very  good). 

Manv  interesting  excursions  mav 
be  macfe  from  hence,  some  of  which 
are  noticed  in  Rte.  129.  The  scenery 
of  the  Vcd  c^Erinj  or  Val  d*Heren$j  is 
very  beautiful;  but  until  the  new  inn 
was  opened  at  Evolena  no  decent 
lodging  was  to  be  found  in  the  valley. 
It  is  a  walk  of  6  hrs.  from  Evolena  to 
Sion,  fully  7  ascending  the  valley 
from  Sion.  2  hrs.  from  Evolena  is 
the  fine  waterfall  of  la  Villetta.  The 
traveller  may  here  choose  between 
a  path  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Borgne,  through  Troane  1  hr..  Mage 
1  hr.  35  min.,  Bramots  1  hr.  35  min., 
Sion  50  min.;  or  he  may  cross  the 


torrent  and  follow  its  1.  bank  to 
Useignej  a  little  below  which  the  maiu 
stream  of  the  Borgne  is  ioined  by  the 
Dixence  flowing  from  the  Val  d'Hc' 
remencA,  a  wild  and  unfrequented  val- 
ley. [About  3  hrs.  above  Useigne 
are  the  ch&lets  of  Miribi,  from  whence 
it  is  possible  to  return  to  Evolena  by 
the  Col  de  Maigne  in  6  hrs.  At  the 
head  of  the  Val  d'Her^mence  is  a 
difficult  glacier  pass,  the  Col  du  Mont 
Rouge,  leading  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
de  fiaffnes.  That  pass  may  also  be 
reach^,  by  crossing  the  intermediate 
ridge,  from  the  ch&ts  near  the  foot 
of  the  glacier  of  AroUa.]  From  the 
village  of  Heremence,  just  below  the 
fork  of  the  valley,  it  is  a  walk  of  2^ 
hrs.  to  Sion.    (See  Rte.  56.) 


ROUTE  182. 

EVOLENA  TO  ZKRBCATT.      COL  D*£BIK. 

TimCi  when  the  snow  is  in  good 
order,  12  hrs.,  excluding  stoppages. 
It  might  take  much  more.  It  would 
be  imprudent  to  allow  less  than  16 
hrs.,  including  necessary  halts.  It 
I  is  possible  to  pass  the  night  at  the 
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chileU  of  AbricoUa,  and  this  has 
hitherto  been  the  usual  practice 
among  the  few  mountaineers  who 
have  followed  the  footsteps  of  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  in  this  very  grand  but 
laborious  expedition.  It  is  a  (ques- 
tion whether,  with  a  moonlight  night, 
it  would  not  be  better  to  start  from 
the  comfortable  inn  at  Evolena  about 
2  A«M.,  halting  for  breakfS&st  at  the 
oh&lets,  where  milk  can  be  obtained. 

An  hour  above  iivolena  the  valley 
forks  into  two  branches;  the  one 
leading  to  the  glacier  of  Arolla  and 
Col  de  Collon,  the  other  to  the  glacier 
of  Ferpecle  and  Col  d'Enn,  as 
Forbes  nas  called  it;  the  pass  being 
apparently  without  a  name  in  the 
country.  The  scenery  of  the  latter 
branch  is  even  finer  than  that  of  the 
former.  From  the  hamlet  of  Haud- 
hr€$,  near  the  junction,  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  there  is  a  rapid  ascent. 
The  termination  of  the  glacier  is  re- 
markably fine.  The  ice  is  pure,  and 
very  high,  ending  on  one  side  in  a 
vertical  section  cresting  a  precipice; 
on  the  other  sweeping  grandly  over 
it;  and  the  effect  is  much  increased  by 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  fine  larches. 

From  hence  a  rapid  ascent,  skirt- 
ing deep  precipices,  leads  to  the 
chalets  of  AbricoWh  distant  about  3 
hours  from  Evolena.  They  are  rude 
and  more  dirty  Uian  is  usual  in  Swit- 
serland;  and  the  traveller  who  means 
to  sleep  at  them  should  take  up  straw 
Arom  below.  The  view  from  these 
heights  is  extremely  fine. 

**  Started  from  AbricoUa  at  half- 
past  four:  and  by  the  advice  of  one  of 
the  Fulloniers,  who  accompanied  us 
part  of  the  way,  we  kept  gradually  as- 
cending along  the  mountain  side,  in> 
stead  of  descending,  as  Forbes  had 
done,  to  the  glacier—  a  depth  of  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  perpendicular.  In 
about  an  hour  we  reached  the  elacier, 
which  was  then  a  dazzling  sheet  of 
snow,  hard  frozen,  and  inclmed  at  an 
angle  which  rendered  great  caution 
necessary  in  traversing  it.  Less  than 
an  hoar  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  opposite  to  a  bare  rock  in 
the  middle  of  the  ice,  called  Motta 
Rotta.    Here  the  sun  had  melted  out 


space  enough  Just  to  form  a  narrow, 
slippery,  and  dangerous  path,  along 
which  we  proceeded  eastward,  shoul- 
dering the  ice  on  one  side,  and  with 
the  deep  precipice  on  the  other.  At 
the  ena  of  it  we  dismissed  Fullonier, 
having  passed  the  difficulties  on  this 
side  of  the  passage.  From  hence  to 
the  level  of  Motta  Rotta  is  a  succes- 
sion of  slopes,  free  fW>m  danger,  and 
from  that  level  an  immense  undulating 
snow  plain  extends  to  the  Col,  which 
lies  to  the  right  of  a  slightly  elevated 
point,  called  by  Proibssor  Forbes  the 
Stockhom,  the  height  of  which  he 
makes  11,760  fact,  600  feet  higher 
than  the  Col  du  Geant.  We  reached 
it  in  3  h.  20  m«  firom  the  chalets  of 
AbricoUa;  6^  hrs.  from  Evolena,  hav- 
ing gained  an  hour  on  Professor 
Forbes  by  the  new  route.  His  route 
lay  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice  tlons 
the  top  of  which  we  had  passecL 
(According  to  the  measurements 
executed  for  the  Swiss  Federal  map, 
the  height  of  the  Col  is  11,408  Eng. 
ft.,  or  352  ft  less  than  that  given  by 
Professor  Forbes.  The  name  Stock- 
hom is  applied  by  Studer  to  the  rocks 
E.  of  the  Col  rising  in  the  midst  of 
the  Zmutt  Glacier.) 

**  The  Col  is  formed  by  a  ridge  ex« 
tending  from  the  Dent  Blanche  (which 
Ues  between  the  vaUeys  of  Anniviers 
and  of  Zmutt)  to  the  main  chain  be- 
tween the  Dent  d*Erin  and  the  Mont 
CoUon.  It  thus  encloses  the  gpreat 
glacier  of  Zmutt,  which  it  separates 
m>m  the  glacier  of  Ferpecle.  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  rates  the  view  above  any 
that  he  had  seen  in  the  higher  Alps, 
even  above  that  Arom  the  Col  du 
Geant     The  spectator  is  centraUy 

S laced  between  the  Cervin,  the  Dent 
'Erin,  and  the  Dent  Blanche,  with 
the  whole  chain  of  Monte  Rosa  in  full 
view.  To  these  is  to  be  added  the 
Strahlhom,  between  which  and  Monte 
Rosa  the  pass  of  the  Weissthor  is 
seen,  at  the  same,  or  a  higher,  level  on 
which  he  stands.  None  of  these  moun- 
tains is  less  than  14,000  feet  high. 

** There  are  two  possible  descents; 
one  down  the  fiice  of  the  cliff,  a  little 
W.  of  the  Stockhom,  which  Professor 
Forbes  tried  in  1842  ;  and  faUed  lo 
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achioTe^  owine  to  a  precipice  of  seme 
30  feet,  next  the  ice,  whicn  could  not 
be  passed.  He  was  therefore  driven 
to  take  the  waywhich  I  followed,  still 
further  to  the  W.,  which,  thoagh  in« 
Yolving  a  considerable  circuit,  I  should 
think  always  preferable,  unless  the 
glacier  below  were  in  a  very  danger- 
ous states  The  descent  is  shorter, 
and  less  rapid,  and  the  rocks  are 
masked  by  sk>pes  of  snow,  which 
however  are  steep  enough  to  present 
dangers  of  their  own.  The  upper 
basin  of  the  Zmutt  riaeier  bein^  thus 
reached,  a  black  blnnt  point  in  the 
chain  of  rocks  whidi  holds  up  tiiiis 
upper  elaeier  serves  fbr  lancuindE: 
but  as  the  ice  is  much  crevassed,  there 
is  many  a  circuit  to  he  made;  and 
the  passage  took  a  good  hour.  The 
next  descent  is  over  a  slope  of  rocks, 
ending,  within  100  ft  of  Uie  bottom, 
in  a  precipice,  down  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  by  a  very  steep  con- 
loir,  when  the  glader,  which  is  here 
considerably  inclined,  is  in  too  bad  a 
state  to  traverse  higher  irp.  In  1843 
the  quantity  of  snow  rendered  it  pos- 
sible to  reach  and  traverse  the  lower 
glacier  to  the  W.  of  the  conloir;  and 
we  struck  across  in  the  direction  of 
Mont  Cervin,  and  reachied  Uie  lateral 
moraine  at  1 2  h.  1 5  m^  having  left  the 
Col  at  8  h.  80  m.  Another  hour  brought 
us  off  the  ice;  and  1|  hour  more  to 

Zermatt  (Rte,  127). 

In  18d3  an  English  traveller  crossed 
this  pass  firom  Zermatt  alone.  He 
did  so  without  accident,  though  it  was 
generally  believed  by  the  natives  that 
he  must  have  perished  in  the  attempt 
Every  man  muat  be  supposed  the  best 
judge  of  the  value  of  his  own  neck, 
but  it  should  be  generally  understood 
that  such  an  exploit  is  a  proof,  not  of 
courage,  but  of  ignorance  or  fool- 
hardiness.  No  amount  of  skill  or 
experience  can  secure  a  traveller 
against  the  common  accident  of  a 
snow-bridge  giving  way,  against  which 
the  rope  alrords  effectual  security,  but 
which  involves  all  but  certain  destruc- 
tion to  the  solitary  traveller. 
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The  journey  from  Courmayeor  to 
Turin  may  be  made  in  1^  day,  sleep- 
ing at  Aosta,  or  in  1  very  long^  dav. 

The  Rly.,  constructed  by  Engfash 
engineers  and  contractors,  is  now  open 
from  Turin  to  Ivrea;  and  a  oonttnua- 
tion  to  Aoata  and  even  a  tunnel  to 
Martigny  have  beea  talked  of. 

At  Chioaaao,  a  town  of  some  8000 
Inhab.,  the  main  line  from  Turin  to 
Novara  is  left,  and  a  branch  goes  to 

CahtBo*  Otomibuaes  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  meet  the  trains. 

[From  Caluso  an  excursion  may  be 
made  to  Bielia  {Irmai  Corona,  best; 
Testa),  a  town  situated  on  the  Cervo, 
one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Sesia,  now 
the  terminus  of  a  branch  Bly.  from 
Turin.  Population  about  9000.  It 
has   some  trifling  manufactories   of 

Eaper,  common  woollen  goods,  and 
ats.  Obs^  The  Ch.  of  St,  Sebastian  : 
the  pillars  dividing  nave  from  aisles 
seem  to  be  Roman,  and  the  vaulted 
roof  is  elegantly  painted. 

The  sanctuary  of  Notre  Dame 
d'Oropa^  6  m.  distant,  by  a  steep  but 
good  oarriage-road,  is  an  object  of 
attraction,  which  brings  crowds  of 
pilgrims  to  ofier  their  devotions  to 
an  image,  one  of  the  thousand  black 
specimens  of  bad  carving,  which, 
under  the  name  of  Oftr  Xjady\^  is 
worshipped  for  its  miracle-working 
powers:  that  of  Oropa  is  said  to  have 
been  carved  by  Saint  Luke,  who  is 
made  a  sculptor  as  well  as  a  painter, 
and  is  stated  to  have  been  brought  by 
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St  EnseUiis  from  Sjriai  and  pre- 
served by  him  in  the  then  wild  and 
desert  momitain  of  Oropa.  A  series 
of  steep  tourniquets  leads  to  the 
ChurcK  dedicated  to  the  Virgin^  which  is 
a  fine  structure  of  the  14th  and  15th 
centuries.  Painting  and  sculpture 
have  adorned  and  enriched  it;  and 
among  the  ardsts  employed  are 
found  the  names  of  GctudenMio  Ferrari 
and  Luimt.  At  the  angles^  in  the  zig- 
zag asoent  to  the  ehurch^  there  are 
erected  more  than  twenty-four  chapels, 
dedicated  to  the  Yirein,  and  named 
after  some  event  in  ner  life,  as,  the 
Chapel  or  Oratory  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion— of  the  Pnrinoation— of  the  As- 
sumptioOy  &0.,  or  to  some  Bomish 
saint. 

A  Rlwy.  is  now  open  from  Biella  to 
Turin,  84  kil.  (51  miles).  Itpoins  the 
line  firam  Ho  vara  at  Santhikv  19  nu 
distant,  and  reaches  Turin  in  2  hrs. 
50  min.  Biella  is  in  the  Gcnaoeaef  a  dis- 
trict devoted  to  the  growing  of  hemp.] 
Ivrea  {Itme :  H.  de  TEurope,  onisme 
foir ;  many  complaints  of  bad  treat- 
ment and  extortionate  charges  ; — 
laon  d'Or)  is  a  large  walled  town  at 
the  entrance  of  ue  Val  d'Aosta. 
The  entrance  is  highly  picturesque, 
across  the  deep  bed  of  the  Doire, 
which  flows  immediately  below  the 
Porte  de  IMn,  It  contains  about 
^  8000  Inhab.  Here  large  markets  are 
^  held,  to  which  cheese  and  other  pas- 
toral produce  of  the  Alps  are  brought 
It  is  also  a  dep6t  for  the  iron  which 
is  obtained  near  Cogne,  and  from 
other  mines  worked  in  the  valley. 
Here  also  some  cotton-works  have 
been  recently  established. 

Here  is  a  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing massive  old  Caetle,  degraded  into 
a  prison,  and  disfigured  with  modem 
windows,  ftc  The  battlements  and 
machicolations  of  two  of  its  towers 
remain.  These,  and  the  old  walls 
from  many  points  of  view,  ftimish 
good  materials  for  the  sketch-book 
The  small  isolated  hills  scattered 
along  the  sides  of  the  stream,  as  out- 
posts of  the  Alps,  and  often  crowned 
by  some  crumb  of  a  wall  of  a  feudal 
castle,  are  very  picturesque  seen  over 
the  thicket  of  rich  vegetation,  and 


backed  by  the  Alps.  This  town,  or 
city,  as  it  is  callea  —  as  the  seat  of 
a  bi^op — is  the  southern  gate  to 
the  Yaf  d'Aosta.  It  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  mentioned  by  many 
ancient  authors  under  the  navie  of 
Eporedia,  Strabo  says  that  here  the 
unfortunate  Sahtssi,  made  prisoners 
by  Terentins  Varro^  when  these  brave 
people  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  were  snb- 
aoed,  were  sold  as  slaves  by  public 
auotiott  to  the  number  of  36,000.  The 
Marquis  of  Ivrea  was  in  the  middle 
ages  a  powerfhl  potentate. 

The  Ely.  ends  al  Ivrea,  but  there  is 
a  good  carriaee-road  as  far  as  Cour* 
mayeur.  DiSgences,  very  slow  but 
cheap,  to  Aosta,  and  from  Aosta  to 
Pre  ot  Didier,  whence  passengers  are 
sent  on  in  a  smaller  carriage  to  Conr* 
mayeur. 

The  Val  d'  Aosta  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps,  and  well  merits 
exploring.  Yet  from  Ivrea  ( inclusive) 
to  Courmayeur  it  has  hardly  one 
tolerable  Fim,  excepting  Tairras's  ex- 
cellent H.  de  Mt.  Blanc  at  Aosta. 

On  leaving  Ivrea,  on  the  rt  is 
a  vast  ridge  of  alluvium,  the  Monte 
Bolegno^  which  stretches  into  the 
plains.  The  road  ascends  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Doire,  passes  below  the 
old  Cattle  of  Montalto,  well  preserved 
with  its  towers  and  battlements,  and 
picturesque  in  its  fbrm,  and  continues 
through  the  rich  broad  valley  of  the 
Doire — Abroad  enough  to  constitute  a 
part  of  the  plain,  for  at  Settimo  Vit- 
tone,  3)  leagues,  the  ascent  has  been 
so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
peroeired.  Nor  is  it,  m  hct,  until  the 
traveller  reaches 

Pont  St,  Martin  (Inn:  Rosa  Rossa, 
fair)  that  he  may  be  said  to  haye  frirly 
entered  this  valley  of  the  Alps. 

The  situation  of  this  village  is  strik- 
ingly fine  at  the  entrance  to  the  Val 
de  Lys,  stretching  up  to  the  foot  of 
the  glaciers  of  Monte  Rosa  (Rte.  124), 
which  will  well  repay  the  explorer. 

The  lofty  arch  which  here  spans 
the  torrent  of  the  Lys  (about  20  yards 
higher  than  the  new  bridge)  is  one  of 
the  finest  Roman  works  of  its  class  in 
the  valley :  it  now  serves  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Val  de  Vallese,  and 
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ii  a  striking  obiect  The  road  to 
Aosta  is  carried  over  a  modern 
bridge.  Above  St.  Martin  are  ruins 
of  a  large  Castle, 

After  crossing  the  Lys  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Doire,  the  road  ascends  to 

Donas,  where  a  Roman  work — 
a  pierced  rock — is  passed  through, 
and  near  to  it  is  a  Roman  milestone 
cut  in  the  rock,  noting  xxxii.  MP. 
A  tolerable  rnne  is  grown  at  Donas. 

From  Donas  the  road  ascends  ab- 
ruptly for  a  short  distance,  and  close 
to  the  Doire,  which  it  steeply  over- 
bangs,  to 

Fort  Bard  (Inn:  Sole,  poor  and 
dirty),  celebrated  for  the  temporary 
check  of  8  days  which  it  gave  to 
the  advance  of  the  French  army 
under  Buonaparte,  in  1800.  It  was 
garrisoned  by  only  400  Austrians,  ^et 
such  was  the  strength  of  the  position 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  of 
carrying  it,  and  a  few  days  more 
must  have  starved  his  army  into  a 
retreat.  By  a  gallant  manceuvre,  how- 
ever, in  the  efficient  placement  of  a 
single  gun,  above  the  precipices  of 
the  Mont  Albaredo,  which  overhangs 
Bard,  the  French  checked  the  battery 
which  covered  the  approach  to  the 
town,  and  the  army  passed  by  night, 
dragging  their  guns  through  the 
streets  laid  with  straw  to  prevent  the 
noise  alarming  the  garrison,  under 
the  grenades  and  pots  de  feu  thrown 
by  the  fort.  Another  gun  was  raised 
to  a  belfiy  which  commanded  the 
ffate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Austrians, 
fearing  an  assault,  surrendered.  Upon 
such  slight  occurrences  the  fhte  of 
Europe  turned.  As  the  French  army 
would  have  devoured  all  the  supply 
of  the  Val  d' Aosta  in  a  few  days,  it 
must  have  retreated;  and  the  battle 
of  Marengo,  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
events  of  French  history-,  would  not 
have  been  fought.  Within  a  few  years 
the  fort  has  been  greatly  stren^h- 
ened,  and  it  is  now  considered  im- 
pregnable. 

The  modem  road  skirts  round  the 
base  of  the  rock  on  which  the  Fort 
stands,  avoiding  the  steep  and  nar- 
row streets  of  Bard.    1.  opens  out  the 


valley  of  Champorcher,  whence  a  path 
leads,  by  the  village  of  Pont  Bosel^  to 
the  Col  de  Champorcher  in  6  hrs.,  and  by 
this  pass  and  the  valley  of  the  Soanna 
to  Ponte  in  the  Val  d'Orca.  (Rte.  14G.) 
From  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la 
Neige,  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  there 
is  a  pass  direct  to  Cog^e,  which  may  be 
reached  in  10  hrs.  from  Fort  Bard. 

The  view  looking  back  upon  Fort 
Bard  is  a  perfect  picture,  not  to  be 
surpassed  in  its  kind. 

Above  Bard  the  main  valley  is  nar- 
row, and  offers  little  variety  in  ascend- 
ing by  the  deep  and  rapid  course  of  the 
Doire  to 

Verrex  (Irm :  Ecu  de  France— extor- 
tion; Couronne),2i  leagues  from  Pont 
St.  Martin,  situated  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Vol  ChaUoKt  (Rte.  125).  Here 
many  improvements  have  been  made, 
especially  in  the  construction  of  a  new 
bridge  and  many  new  houses. 

Here  is  a  large  square  keep  of  the 
old  Castle^  which  overhangs  the  Val 
Challant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object 
from  below,  and  the  scenes  from  it  are 
worth  a  scramble  to  the  ruins.  Here 
is  also  a  convent  of  Augnstinos. 

Above  Verrex  the  valley  widens, 
and  the  little  plain  of  the  Doire 
shows  the  violence  of  the  torrent  in 
the  sands  and  rocks  left  by  it  in  the 
spring. 

About  1^  league  beyond  Verrex 
the  road  enters  upon  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  scenes  in  the  valler— a 
deep  ravine,  through  which  the  Doire 
has  cut  its  way,  or  found  in  such  a 
gulf  its  natural  channeL  The  road 
ascends  steeply  on  the  left  of  the 
river,  and  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in 
some  places  overhanging  the  foamin? 
torrent  These  rocks  aro  surmounted 
by  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  St.  Oer- 
main,  placed  so  as  effectually  to  com- 
mand the  pass. 

The  road  cut  out  in  so  remarkable 
a  way  was  probably  a  Roman  work, 
though  a  modem  inscribed  tablet 
denies  them  the  credit.  It  was  re- 
paired by  the  inhabitants  of  Aosta. 
This  defile  is  called  the  pass  of  Mont 
Jovet — the  wine  in  its  neighbourhood 
is  celebrated.  From  the  nead  of  the 
pass  the  view  down  the  valley  is  rery 
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striking.  Immediately  above  it  the 
finest  part  of  the  Val  a* Aosta  extends 
to  the  Cite,  as  Aosta  is  called. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mag- 
nificent character  of  the  foliage;  the 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees  are  cele- 
brated for  their  grandeur  and  pictu- 
resqueness. 

Before  arriving  at  St  Vincent,  a 
singular  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  is 
crossed.  It  is  called  the  Font  des 
Sarasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  recog- 
nised as  a  Roman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looking  up  towards  Chatillon,  includ- 
ing among  its  objects  the  Castle 
d'Usselle  and  other  ruins.  Kot  far 
from  this  bridge  is  the  agreeable  vil- 
lage of 

St  Vincent  (Inns:  best.  Ecu  de 
France;  Poste,  dirty.  Here  is  a  Bath- 
house supplied  from  a  mineral  spring 
in  the  Forest  above.  ^  an  hour's 
walk  higher  up  is 

Ch&tilUm  (^Inns:  Palais  Koyal;  Lion 
d*Or).  The  bridges  are  the  only 
remarkable  objects  here,  but  there 
are  pleasant  walks  and  several  chft- 
teaux  in  the  neighbourhood.  That 
over  which  the  high  road  now  passes 
is  a  very  fine  smgle  arch,  thrown 
across  a  aeep  gul£  From  it  are  seen, 
further  down  the  torrent,  the  remains 
of  a  Roman  bridge^  also  a  single,  and 
still  an  entire  arch ;  and  immediately 
over  it  another  bridge,  which  served 
its  purpose  for  many  ages,  but  has 
now  been  supersede  by  the  new 
bridge  and  its  improved  approaches. 

In  the  depth  of  the  gulf^  and  a  little 
up  the  stream,  are  forges,  strangely 
placed  there,  for  the  sake  of  the  water- 
power  in  working  the  tilts ;  a  wild 
path  leads  down  to  them,  and  the 
view  of  the  bridges  from  the  bottom 
of  the  ravine  forms  one  of  the  most 
striking  scenes  in  the  valley. 

Above  Chatillon  the  same  fine  rich 
character  of  scenery  prevails,  only  in- 
terrupted by  the  occasional  traces  of 
destruction  left  by  the  torrents  which 
in  the  spring  rush  down  from  the 
lateral  valleys  into  the  Boire. 

[Smtz,'\ 


About  a  league  above  Chatillon  is 
the  village  of  ChambatCf  celebrated 
for  its  wine,  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  recherche  in  Piedmont  The 
wine  of  the  Val  d* Aosta  has  a  great 
reputation,  and  the  vine  is  cultivated 
on  the  mountain  sides  to  an  elevation 
of  3000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
In  the  valley,  hemp,  Indian  com,  and 
fruit-trees  fill  the  plain  like  a  vast 
garden. 

Nuz^  a  poor  village  with  the  ruins 
of  a  chateau,  is  nearly  half-way  be- 
tween Ch&tillon  and  Aosta.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  Val  de  St.  Barthe- 
Mmi  is  the  picturesque  castle  of  Fenis. 

[Three  passes  .lead  from  the  Val  de 
St.  Barthel^mi  to  the  Val  Pellina. 
The  least  difiicttlt  is  the  Col  de  Ves- 
soney,  leading  to  Ot/ace  (Rte.  131). 
An  easier  pass,  called  the  Fen^tre  de 
St.  Barthelemi,  goes  from  the  village 
of  the  same  name  to  Antey  in  the 
Val  Toumanche.  There  is  no  Inn, 
but  the  cure  of  St  Barthelemi  will 
receive  strangers.  The  Piedmontese 
government-map  is  quite  useless  in 
this  district] 

Near  8t  Marcel  are  copper-mines, 
and  a  remarkable  fountam,  called 
Fontaine  Bleue,  of  blue  water,  im- 
pregnated with  copper. 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta  the 
Chdteau  Quart  is  seen  placed  high  on 
the  mountain  side;  a  path  leads  up 
to  it  from  near  ViUefranche,  and 
down  on  the  other  side  of  its  glen 
towards  Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  to  it 
requires  no  retracing  of  steps,  and 
the  beautiful  scenes  presented  in  the 
ascent  and  at  the  chateau,  which  is 
now  a  Hospital,  repay  the  trouble  of 
climbins  tnither.  Little  more  than  a 
league  nurther  up  the  valley  is 

Aosta  (/mu ;  H.  du  Mon  t  Blanc,  well 
kept  by  J.  Tairraz,  best  in  Val  d' Aosta, 

food;  Couronne(JPost),  improved;  H. 
TtaUe,  tolerable  ;  Ecu  du  Valais,  in 
the  Town-hall,  well  spoken  of),  a  city 
of  7700  Inhab. ;  of  small  importance 
in  trade,  wealth,  or  population,  but  at- 
tractive to  a  stranger,  as  a  genuine 
Italian  town  of   old   houses,  broad 
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eaves,  picturesque  but  dilapidated, 
buildings,  and  lazy  louneins  ponula- 
tion.  Its  situation  is  indeed  striking, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Buttier  and 
the  Doire,  in  a  deep  rich  valley,  sur- 
rounded by  lofty  and  snow-capped 
mountains,  which  peer  down  into  its 
squares  and  streets.  Aosta,  the  Au- 
ffusta  Frceioria  of  the  Roman  itinera- 
ries, claims  a  high  antiquity.  It  was 
known  under  the  name  of  Uord^le,  as 
the  chief  city  of  the  Salassi:  its  his- 
tory earlier  than  its  conquest  by  Te- 
rentius  Varro,  a  general  of  Augustus, 
is  fabulous,  but  the  antiquary  of 
Aosta  has  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
date  of  its  foundation  406  before  that 
of  Borne,  1158  &C.1  By  the  army  of 
the  emperor  it  was  taken  28  years 
before  the  Christian  era,  and  its  in- 
habitants reduced  to  miserable  cap- 
tivity. Augustus  rebuilt  the  city, 
eave  his  own  name  to  it,  and  esta- 
blished there  3000  soldiers  from  the 
Praetorian  cohorts.  The  remains  of 
large  public  buildings  attest  its  im- 
portance at  that  time,  and  though 
much  inferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to 
those  of  the  S.  of  France,  will  yet  be 
viewed  with  interest. 

In  the  main  street  at  the  E.  en- 
trance of  the  town  is  a  TWumpfta/  arch, 
erected  in  honour  of  Augustus,  in 
tolerable  preservation,  decorated  with 
10  Corintnian  pillars,  covered  with  a 
modem  roof,  aoomed  with  green  and 
gold  weathercocks.  This  is  one  of 
the  finest  of  the  remains.  About  200 
yards  to  the  £.  of  the  arch,  in  a  nar- 
row street,  is  a  Roman  bridge^  which 
once  spanned  the  Buttier,  though  now 
100  yards  £.  of  it.  It  is  buried  to  a 
considerable  depth  by  soil.  A  conduit 
of  water  runs  under  it,  and  by  its  side  a 
path ;  so  that  you  can  walk  under  the 
arch,  which  is  a  fine  piece  of  masonry. 
In  the  convent-garden  of  St.  Joseph 
are  the  ruins  of  a  Basilica  or  Prstorian 
palace,  towers,  walls,  and  fragments 
of  unknown  former  appropriation, 
now  serving   only  to  perplex  anti- 

auaries.     The  plan    of  Aosta,    like 
lat  of  other  Roman  cities,  was  a 
square,  and  the  chief  streets  crossed 
in  the  centre.    The  triumphal  arch 
stood  outside  of  the  town,  in  front 
{SwitM,'^ 
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of  the  chief  gateway.  This,  the 
ancient  Porta  Frffitona,  now  called 
Porte  de  la  Trinity,  is  still  in  good 
preservation,  though  much  of  the  cas- 
mg  of  hewn  stone  which  covered  it 
has  been  removed.  It  has  two  fa- 
9ades,  with  a  quadrangle  between 
them,  each  facade  composed  of  three 
arches — that  m  the  centre  is  much 
the  largest. 

The  Eonym  toalh^  flanked  with 
towers,  are  most  accessible  and  in 
best  preservation  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  town. 

There  are  2curious  mediaeval  towers, 
Porte  de  Bramtrfam  and  Tour  da  Lepreujc. 
The  latter  is  the  scene  of  Xavier  de 
Maistre's  well-known  tale. 

On  the  N.  of  the  main  street  is  the 
Cathedral,  modem,  and  covered  with 
paint  and  whitewash.  The  woodwork 
of  the  stalls  in  the  choir  is  said  to  be  of 
the  1  ith  cent.  On  the  N.  side  of  the  ch. 
is  a  curious  Romanesque  cloister,  with 
the  names  of  its  founders  worked  in 
the  capitals  of  the  pillars.  E.  of  the 
cathedral  is  the  more  curious  ch.  of  St: 
Ours,  with  a  very  old  crypt  under  the 
choir.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  ch.  is 
another  Romanesque  cloister  of  very 
early  date;  the  carving  of  the  capitals 
is  remarkable.  The  belfry  appears 
to  be  old,  and  at  the  W.  end  of  Uie 
ch.  is  a  house  attached  to  it,  covered 
with  very  curious  ornamental  brick* 
work. 

Aosta  has  been  much  improved 
since  1854,  the  chief  square  is  en- 
larged, and  there  is  much  new  and 
handsome  building,  a  ffdtel  de  VUle, 
&c  It  is  the  seat  of  a  bishop.  A 
military  commandant  is  also  stationed 
here. 

Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  the  1 1  th  century,  was  bom  at  Aosta, 
and  is  buried  in  the  cathedral.  An 
inscribed  stone  records  the  flight  of 
Calvin  from  Aosta,  1541. 

St.  Bernard,  whose  name  is  im- 
mortally associated  with  the  moun- 
tain pass  from  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
to  the  valley  of  the  Doire,  was  arch- 
deacon of  Aosta;  and  his  knowledge, 
ftom  his  situation,  of  the  exposure 
and  suflerings  of  those  who  traversed 
these  regions,  led  to  his  establishment 
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of  the  celebrated  hospice,  upon  the 
permanent  footing  it  has  since  held. 

[The  S€cca  di  Nona^  10,360  ft., 
8470  ft.  aboye  the  city,  is  a  peak  nearly 
S.  of  Aosta,  and  commands  a  maffni- 
ficent  Yiew  of  the  Alps  from  Mont 
Blanc  to  M.  Rosa.  Tne  ascent  can 
be  accomplished  on  mules  the  whole 
way  in  6  hrs.  Provisions  must  be 
taken.  Some  experienced  mountaineers 
are  inclined  to  give  the  first  nlace 
among  the  panoramic  yiews  or  the 
Alps  to  that  from  the  Becca  di  Nona. 

After  crossing  the  Doire  the  ascent 
begins  stiffly  to  Charoenaod,  whence 
there  is  a  fine  view  of  Aosta,  with  Mont 
Velan  and  Combin  as  background; 
soon  after  Monte  Rosa,  and  still 
later  the  Matterhom,  come  into  sight. 
From  Charveusod  for  2^  or  3  hrs.  the 
path  lies  through  beauttfbl  woods  and 
meadows,  with  dear  streams  and  fine 
waterfalls,  and,  independently  of  the 
ascent,  forms  a  delightfiil  walk.  From 
the  topmost  pastures  the  path  may  be 
easily  lost,  as  it  passes  into  the  ravine 
between  the  Becca  and  Mont  Emilius, 
as  if  the  latter  were  the  object  of 
ascent;  but  it  is  well  worth  while  to 
follow  it,  as  the  direct  ascent,  though 
shorter,  is  very  hard  work.  6  hrs. 
are  required  to  the  summit;  the  de- 
scent may  be  made  in  4. 

The  view  is  glorious — the  whole  of 
the  Mont  Blanc  ranpe,  the  Velan, 
Combin,  and  mountams  of  the  Val 
Pellina,  joining  on  to  the  Weisshorn, 
Dent  Blanche,  Mischabel,  Matter- 
horn,  Monte  Rosa,  and  to  the  S.  the 
Mont  Faradis,  Grivola,  &c  &o.  A 
panoramic  view  from  the  top  and  full 
account  has  been  published  by  M. 
Carrel  at  Aosta.] 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  d*Aosta 
speak  a  barbarous  patois,  but  most  of 
them  can  speak  French  more  or  less, 
and  French  is  the  official  language  of 
the  province  of  Aosta. 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Aosta  is 
afflicted  with  cretinism  and  goftre 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  in 
Piedmont.  The  peasantry  appear  a 
squalid  and  filthy  race,  generally 
stunted  and  diseased.  Of  the  whole 
population  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aosta,  1  in  60  Is  a  er^tin ;  and  above 


half  are  more  or  less  gottred.  Some  of 
these  are  horrid  objects,  with  tumours 
as  large  as  their  heads  appended  to 
their  throati. 

The  extreme  filth  of  the  houses, 
villages,  and  persons  of  the  peasantry 
would  be  sufficient  to  account  for  any 
amount  of  disease ;  but  it  is  rematk- 
able  that  in  the  spots  they  select  these 
dreadful  maladies  seem  to  be  capri- 
cious. At  St  Vincent  they  prevail ; 
at  ChAtillon,  at  Counnayeur,  and  at  La 
Tnille  they  are  almost  unknown ;  and 
at  Ivrogne  and  Arvier  they  are  most 
prevalent. 

N.B.  From  Aosta  down  to  Ivrea 
(inclusive),  there  is  scarce  an  inn  fit  to 
sleep  in,  owing  to  the  filthy  state  of 
the  beds. 

DUigmces  to  Ivrea  and  Pr€  St. 
Didier  daily. 

On  leaving  Aosta  to  ascend  the 
valley,  the  drive  for  about  4  m.  lies 
across  the  open  plun,  and  through 
scenes  of  its  ffreatest  richness  in  vege- 
tation. At  this  distance  from  Aosta 
the  road  passes  beneath  the  chftteaa 
Sarra,  an  unpicturesque  structure ; 
nearly  opposite  to  it,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  valley,  is  a  singular  modem 
building,  the  chateau  of  Aimamlle, 
triangular  in  plan,  with  a  turret  at 
each  angle,  situated  on  a  kn<di  in  a 
commanding  position. 

At  8t,  Pierre  there  is  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  chUteaux  in  the 
valley.  A  fine  scene  is  presented  in 
the  approach  to  Villeneuve,  where 
the  vast  rock  above  the  town  is  sur- 
rounded by  the  Ch&tel  d'Areent, 
backed  by  the  snowy  Alps  at  the  head 
of  the  Val  Savaranche.  About  a  mile 
from  St.  Pierre  the  road  turns  towards 
the  river,  which  it  crosses  by  a  stone 
bridge  to  reach  the  little  town  of 

VUleneuvef  where  there  is  nofhing 
of  interest,  and  where  there  is  neither 
decent  inn  nor  car.  Near  this  the 
valleys  of  Savaranche  and  Rhymes 
open  together  from  the  S.  into  the 
valley  of  the  Doire.  Above  Villeneuve 
the  valley  narrows  and  becomes  much 
more  wooded,  the  walnut-trees  form- 
ing in  some  places  almost  a  forest, 
especially  near 

Arvier^  about  4  m.  above  Villeneuve. 
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Here  the  Tineyards  are  celebrated, 
every  slope  being  terraced  and  yines 
planted.    The  dirty  Tillage  of 

Itrogne,  once  almost  a  barrier  to 
the  passage  of  carriages  up  the  valleyi 
from  the  steepness  and  narrowness  of 
its  principal  street,  is  now  altogether 
avoided . 

A  bridge  is  made  over  the  torrent 
of  the  Grisanche,  which  here  flows 
into  the  Doire  from  the  Val  Gri- 
sanche  on  the  S.,  and  the  new  road 
falls  into  the  old  road  above  it,  and 
is  oontinned  to  Pr^  St.  Didier.  The 
portion  of  it  which  is  cat  out  of  Fort 
Roc  has  also  been  widened,  and  is  now 
carried  through  the  defile,  where  it 
rises  hundreds  of  feet  above  the  bed  of 
the  Doire,  which  is  seen  foaming  below 
through  its  restrained  course.  From 
the  summit  of  this  pass,  Mont  Blanc 
at  the  head  of  the  valley  closes  the 
scene  with  its  masses — a  magnificent 
barrier.  The  view  is  strikingly  beau- 
tiftil.  The  road,  thus  carried  along 
the  precipice,  crosses  in  some  places 
deep  rifts  in  the  mountain  side ;  over 
these  chasms  drawbridges  are  thrown, 
the  remov^  of  which  would  cut  o£P  all 
communication  by  this  road,  and  oblige 
an  army  to  make  a  considerable  d^ 
tour  in  order  to  descend  into  the  Val 
d'Aosta.  The  pass  is  also  closed  by 
a  gate,  and  enfiladed  by  a  block-house 
al^ve.  A  peep  over  the  parapet  wall, 
or  through  the  platforms,  into  the 
depth  below,  excites  a  shudder. 

From  Fort  Roc  the  road  descends 
rapidly  to  the  Doire,  which  it  crosses 
on  a  wooden  bridge,  and  thence  con- 
tinues on  the  1.  biftnk  to 

La  Saliey  a  dirty  narrow  yillage, 
in  which,  however,  the  name  is  pre- 
served of  the  ancient  people  of  this 
valley,  the  Salaissi:  many  traces  of  its 
high  antiquity  have  been  found  in  and 
around.  On  a  hill  near  La  Salle  are 
the  ruins  of  an  old  feudal  CasHe, 

[The  Sardinian  government  has 
formed  a  ffood  approach  by  the  camp 
of  Prince  Thomas  to  La  Tuille,  and  the 
pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard— one  of 
the  most  important  benefits  which  the 
government  could  confer  upon  its  sub- 


jects in  the  Val  d'Aosta  and  the  Ta- 
rentaise.] 

At  the  distance  of  a  league  fh)m 
Moraex  the  diligence  takes  a  branch 
road  across  the  Doire  to  the  village  of 

PrS  St,  Didier  (/vnu,  all  poor;  Poste, 
bad  and  dear),  situated  in  some  beau- 
tiful meadows,  and  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

[Here  the  ascent  of  the  Little  St. 
Bernard  besins  TBte.  149.)] 

Behind  the  village  are  some  pret- 
tily-placed baths,  much  frequented  by 
Italians  during  July  and  August. 
The  building  and  avenue  to  it  are 
pleasing.  Beyond  the  baths  a  path 
leads  to  the  souroes  of  the  mineral 
S]>ring8  (temp.  92^)  ud  a  ravine  which 
will  strongly  remina  the  visitor  of 
Pfeffers.  Enormous  precipices  of  bare 
rock  nearly  close  up  the  cleft  in  the 
mountains  down  wnich  the  stream 
from  the  Kuitor  and  Little  St.  Ber- 
nard forces  its  way. 

Though  the  road  is  good,  the  dili- 

fence  does  not  eo  beyond  Pre  St. 
)idier,  and  traveUers  are  taken  on  in 
a  smaller  carriage.  About  3  m.  of 
ascent  leads  to 

Courmayeur.  Itms:  Hdtel  Boyal, 
very  good  and  comfortable;  Angelo 
(improved),  also  good;  H.  del' Union. 
In  the  valley  ^  mile  above  Cour- 
mayeur  is  the  H.  du  Mont  Blanc, 
smaller,  less  civilized,  but  finely  situ- 
ated— rather  cheaper  than  the  others. 
At  the  H.  Royal  and  the  Angelo 
visitors  are  taken  en  pension, 

Courmayeur,  situated  at  the  head 
of  the  Val  d'Aosta,  which  is  called 
the  VcU  d'UntreveSf  is  a  large  village, 
with  many  good  houses,  situated 
4098  ft.  above  the  sea,  on  an 
eminence  in  the  valley,  near  the 
confluence  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  Doire,  which  descend  from 
the  Col  Ferrex  and  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  at  the  foot  of  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  to  which  it  approximates 
so  nearly,  that  the  glaciers  and  snowy 
crests  of  the  great  chain  appear  to 
hang  over  the  valley.  From  the  vil- 
lage the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc  is 
concealed  by    the  Mont  Ch^tif,  but 
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half  an  hour's  walk  discloses  the 
chain  from  the  ** Monarch"  to  the 
grand  Jorasse.  That  part  of  the 
chain  seen  from  the  village  to  close 
the  valley  includes  the  remarkable 
peak  of  the  G^ant,  and  the  whole 
course  of  the  pass  leading  to  Cha- 
mouni  by  the  Col  de  Geant  is  to  be 
traced,  on  the  side  of  Piedmont,  from 
Courmayeur. 

Chamois  are  to  be  found  in  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  even 
bouquetins  or  steinbocks  are  not 
unknown.  Late  in  the  autumn  ptar- 
migan are  abundant. 

Uourmayeur  is  much  resorted  to  In 
summer  by  invalids,  for  the  sake 
of  its  mineral  waters.  There  are 
different  springs  near  it ;  that  of  La 
Yictoire  is  half  a  league  to  the  S.W. ; 
its  waters  are  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  a  little  iron,  and  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  54.  The  spring  of  La 
Marguerite  varies  a  little  in  the  pro- 
portions of  its  components,  but  its 
temperature  is  12  degp:'ees  higher. 
The  Hedmontese  have  great  reliance 
on  the  salutary  effects  of  these  mi- 
neral springs,  and  the  resort  to  them 
brings  together  much  agreeable  Italian 
society. 

The  baths  of  La  Saxe  are  about 
1  m.  beyond  the  village,  and  are 
somewhat  rough. 

The  guides  and  mules  were  placed  in 
1860  on  the  same  footing  as  those  at 
Chamouni,  except  that,  on  payment 
of  a  small  fee,  the  traveller  is  able  to 
select  whom  he  pleases.  At  present 
the  glide's  charges  are  6  fr.  for  a 
day;  3  fr.  for  ^  a  day,  viz.  before  or 
after  12  o'c^lock.  Otto  Bion  and  Va- 
lentine Ray  are  2  of  the  best  There 
is  a  family  of  several  brothers  named 
Froment,  who  are  also  good  guides. 

a.  Ascent  of  the  Cramont, — An  ex- 
cursion which  no  visitor  to  St.  Didier 
or  Courmayeur  should  fail  to  make  if 
the  weather  be  favourable,  for  no  spot 
in  the  Alps  will  afford  him  so  fine  a 
riew  of  Mont  Blanc,  or  a  more  glorious 
panorama. 

From  Courmayeur  it  is  necessarr 
10  go  to  Prtf  St  Didier,  1  hr.,  then 


ascend  by  the  road  leading  to  the 
Little  St  Bernard  (Bte.  149)  for  about 
I  hr.;  a  path  then  strikes  to  the  rc 
amongst  the  larches,  and  ascends 
through  them  and  past  several  clusters 
of  chuets  for  about  2  hrs.  Mules  can- 
not go  beyond  the  larches,  and  must 
be  left,  and  from  this  point  there  is 
about  1^  hr.'s  dimb  to  the  summit : 
total,  5  hrs.  from  Courmayeur.  There 
is  a  more  direct  but  difficult  and  dis- 
agreeable path  for  pedestrians. 

The  highest  point  of  the  Cramont 
is  the  outer  edge  of  a  large  slab  or 
flat  mass  of  rock,  sloping  at  an  angle  of 
20^  towards  the  S. ;  the  upper  end  of 
this  mass  actually  overhangs  the  rocks 
below,  so  that  a  stone  dropped  from 
it  would  fall  perpendicularly  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  then  striking  the  preci- 
pitous sides  of  the  mountain,  would 
bound  into  the  abyss  beneath,  broken 
into  fragments.  In  this  savage  hol- 
low chamois  are  often  seen. 

Hence  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc  is  open  to  the 
observer:  midway  of  its  height  (for 
the  height  of  the  Cramont  is  9040  ft. 
and  that  of  Mont  Blane  6500  ft 
above  the  peak  of  the  Cramont), 
from  the  peaks  which  bound  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  those  of  the  Grand 
Jorasse,  every  aiguille  and  glacier 
through  this  vast  line  of  nearly  30 
miles  IS  seen,  within  an  angle  of  150^, 
lying  like  a  picture  before  the  ob- 
server from  the  Cramont  The  depths 
of  the  All^e  Blanche  are  concealed 
by  some  low  intervening  mountains, 
which  may  be  considered  the  western 
bases  of  the  Cramont 

Towards  the  E.  the  Yal  d*Aosta 
presents  a  beautiful  portion  of  the 
panorama.  The  mountains  which 
Dound  it  sweep  down  to  the  Doire, 
and  leave  between  them  the  chan- 
nels which  are  the  courses  of  its 
affluents.  In  the  valley  the  Doire 
appears  like  a  thread  of  silver.  Far- 
ther to  the  £.,  in  the  distant  back- 
ground, are  the  summits  of  Monte 
Kosa  and  the  Mont  Cervin.  Look- 
ing S.E.,  directly  down  the  line  of 
ascent  to  the  Cramont,  the  Camp  of 
Prince  Thomas,  and  the  table-land 
above  the  precipices  of  the  valley  ol 
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La  Tuille^  appear  to  be  immediately 
beneath.  Above  and  beyond  it  lies 
the  enormous  glacier  of  the  Roitor, 
one  of  the  finest  objects  within  the 
yiew:  this  is  connected  with  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  valleys  of 
Cogne,  the  Savaranche,  and  the  Gri- 
sanche. 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  pass  and 

Elain  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  guarded 
y  the  Belvedere,  the  Vallaisan,  and 
the  other  mountains  which  bound  that 
pass. 

Towards  the  Great  St  Bernard  the 
course  may  be  traced  of  the  path 
which  leads  by  the  pass  of  the  Serena 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  of  Aosta 
to  St.  Bemy.  The  hospice  cannot  be 
seen,  but  the  Mont  Velaa  and  the 
Combin  are  seen  beyond  it. 

Saussure  thus  records  his  second 
visit  to  the  Cramont: — **Nous  pass- 
&mes  trois  heures  snr  ce  sonunet ; 
j*y  en  avois  aussi  passe  trois  dans  mon 
premier  voyage;  et  ces  six  heures  sont 
oertainement  celles  de  ma  vie  dans 
lesquelles  j'ai  ^^t^  les  plus  grands 
plaisirs  que  putssent  donner  la  con- 
templation et  r^tude  de  la  nature." 

The  descent  requires   more   care 

than   the  ascent,  at  least  to  g^ard 

against  slipping:  the  guides  usually 

•  sit  down,  and  slide  wiUi  great  speed 

over  the  dry  gprass. 

The  traveller  who  proposes  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Cramont  a  part  of  his 
day's  journey  to  St  Maurice,  should 
start  very  early,  and  direct  that  the 
mules,  if  he  taJke  any,  should,  from 
where  he  left  them,  be  sent  across  the 
pasturages,  to  chalets  which  lie  in  his 
way  to  the  villa^  of  La  Balme.  He 
will  thus  gain  tmie  in  ascendine  the 
valley,  though  the  descent  to  the  ham- 
let of  Ei^va,  down  a  steep  and  rugged 
path  over  loose  stones,  is  fatig^ng. 
La  Balme  is  in  the  valley,  about  an 
hour's  walk  above  where  the  path 
up  through  the  forest  leads  to  the 
Cramont;  and  there  is  no  object  of 
interest  missed  between  the  two 
places. 

6.  To  the  Col  de  Checrvii,  highly  to 
be  recommended  on  account  of  the 
splendid  and  uninterrupted  view  of 


the  chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  and  the  Allee 
Blanche.  It  lies  due  W.  of  Cour- 
mayeur,  and  may  be  made  on  a  mule  (2 
hrs.  to  the  Col;.  You  cross  theDoire, 
through  the  village  of  DoUna,  then 
along  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent  or 
ravine  leading  to  the  Col  for  about 
I  hr.  from  Courmayeur ;  the  path  then 
ascends  the  side  of  the  ravine  by  a 
series  of  steep  zigzags  to  a  little 
oratory  on  a  rock  (1  hr).;  thence 
another  hr.  over  steep  slopes  of  grass 
leads  to  the  CoL  The  best  view  is 
obtained  from  a  rocky  eminence  on 
the  rt.  of  the  Col.  No  g^ide  is  neces- 
sary. [A  foot-path,  about  ^  hr.  below 
the  Col,  leads  in  li  hr.  to  the  Mt, 
Chetift  also  called  Mimt  Dolina  and 
Pain  ds  Sucre^  commanding  a  fine 
view,  but  not  equal  to  that  from 
the  Cramont.]  Instead  of  descend- 
ing at  once  through  the  pine  forest 
into  the  Allee  Blanche,  it  will  well 
repay  yon  to  keep  along  the  slope  of 
the  mountains  until  you  arrive  above 
the  Lac  de  Combal  (Bte.  139),  then 
descending  to  the  lake.  You  thus  com- 
pletely overlook  the  valley  and  the 
Glacier  of  Miaee  which  impedes  the 
view  of  Mt.  Blanc,  when  you  are  in 
the  AU^  Blanche.  For  this  latter 
part  of  the  excursion,  however,  a  guide 
IS  advisable.  From  Lac  de  Com- 
bal you  can  return  to  Courmayeur  in 
2^  hrs. 

c.  The  Mcni  de  la  Saxe,  2}  hrs. 
K.N.E.  of  Courmayeur,  is  easily  ac- 
cessible to  ordinary  travellers,  and 
commands  the  finest  near  view  of  Mont 
Blanc,  in  some  respects  finer  than 
that  from  the  Cramont,  though,  being 
lower,  it  is  less  panoramic,  the 
Yelan,  the  Grivola,  Ruitor,  and  others 
of  the  Cogne  range.  After  passing 
the  baths  of  La  Saxe,  the  track 
to  the  rt,  leading  into  the  Val  Fer- 
rex,  is  followed  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  then  the  ascent  begins  by 
an  easy  path,  which  gradually  reaches 
the  summit;  this  is  a  sort  of  undu- 
lating plateau,  in  which  no  single 
point  much  overlooks  the  rest  The 
finest  view  is  from  an  eminence  called 
the  Croix  de  Bemada. 
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d.  No  excanion  in  the  Alps  is  more 
interesting  to  the  lover  of  fine  scenery 
or  the  man  of  science  than  that  to  the 
Glacier  of  La  Brenva.  It  is  best  to 
approach  the  glacier  from  theN.  side, 
taking  the  track  from  Conrmayeur  to 
the  yfllage  of  EntrHes.  From  thence 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  visit  the 
cavern  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  and 
then  ascend  by  a  roagh  goat-track, 
'which  leads  to  a  plank  thrown  over  a 
torrent  that  is  otherwise  difficult  to 
pass.  Above  this  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  selecting  a  spot  by  which  to 
mount  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier, 
here  very  free  from  crevasses.  Im- 
mediately opposite  rises  the  Mont  Pi' 
terete,  the  principal  buttress,  whkh  on 
the  S.  side  sustains  the  central  mass 
of  Mont  Blanc  It  is  easy  to  cross 
the  glacier  and  approach  near  to  the 
base  of  this  pinnacle,  which  rises 
nearly  7000  ft  above  the  glacier.  Chi 
the  ledges  of  its  precipitous  face 
chamois  are  often  to  be  seen,  here 
safe  from  the  boldest  hunter.  Re- 
turning from  the  base  of  the  Mont 
F^teret,  the  traveller  may  either  de- 
scend the  enormous  moraine  which 
the  glacier  has  borne  down  into  the 
the  All^e  Blanche,  taking  care  not  to 
disturb  the  slightly-poiseid  blocks  that 
hang  on  the  steep  slope,  or  else  fol- 
low the  glacier  to  the  point  where  it 
bridges  over  the  torrent  of  the  Doire 
and  abuts  against  the  rocks  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Alice  Blanche,  below  the 
chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Gu^rison, 
there  takine  the  regular  track  from 
the  Alice  Blanche  to  Conrmayenr. 

e.  An  Itm  has  now  been  built  on  the 
Mont  Frity^  2\  hrs.  from  Courmayeur, 
at  the  southern  base  of  the  Col  du 
Gfcm/;  complaints  made  of  its  deamess 
1861.  From  thence,  or  even  from 
Courmayeur,  a  mountaineer  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  summit 
of  the  Col,  which  is  interesting  as 
well  for  the  magnificent  view  which  it 
commands  as  for  its  associations  with 
the  history  of  Alpine  adventure  since 
the  time  of  Saussure.  The  guide  will 
not  fail  to  point  out  the  scene  of  the 
fatal  accident  of  1860,  wherein  3  Eng- 
lish travellers  and  one  of  their  guides 


— FrWeric  Tairrai,  of  Chamonni — 
were  lost  in  descending  the  CoL  The 
disaster,  as  was  clearly  explained  by 
Professor  Tyndall,  who  carefully  exa* 
mined  the  spot  and  inquired  into  the 
fiftcts,  arose  altogether  from  the  fact 
that  the  rope  to  which  the  3  tired 
travellers  were  attached  was  not  like- 
wise f^tened  round  the  body  of  each 
guide,  but  merely  held  in  one  hand.  In 
such  a  position,  if  one  or  more  of  the 
party  slip  on  difficult  ground,  the 
glides  have  not  their  arms  free  to 
use  the  alpenstock  or  hatchet,  and,  to 
save  themselves,  they  let  go  the  rope, 
when,  if  their  limbs  were  free,  they 
might  easily  arrest  the  descent  of  the 
others. 

5  routes  diverge  from  Courmayeur: 
1,  to  Aosta ;  2,  to  the  Great  St  Ber- 
nard (Rte.  137);  3,  the  Little  St. 
Bernard  (Kte.  149) ;  4,  the  Col  de  la 
Seig^e  to  Chamouni  (Rte.  139);  5, 
the  Col  Ferrex  to  Martigny  (R.  139). 


ROUTE  135. 
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Martigny. 
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1       0 
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.     I     30 

Bt  Pierre  .     . 
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Hoeplce     .     . 
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.     3    30 

.     I     80 

BUQyen    .    . 

.     1     15 

AmUi   .     . 

.     3    30 

Distance,  11  hours*  walk  to  the  Hos- 
pice ;  about  6  h.  thence  to  Aosta. 

This  pass  is  more  remarkable  in  an 
historic  and  romantic  point  of  view — 
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oa  aoeouat  of  Hb  Hospice,  moDlui,  and 
dogs — than  for  its  scenery,  which  is 
inferior  to  that  on  most  of  the  other 
great  passes.  Guides,  mules,  and 
chars  may  be  hired  at  Martigny, 
Orsieres,  or  Liddes :  the  charges, 
fixed  by  tarii!;  are  high— 30  fr.  for 
a  char  from  Martigny  to  Liddes, 
and  a  mule  thence  to  the  hospice,  in- 
cluding return  to  Martigny.  As  far 
as  Proz,  beyond  Liddes,  a  practicable 
char-road  wascompleted  by  the  spirited 
Valaisans  in  1850.  Thence  the  ascent 
to  the  hospice  is  made  on  mules,  the 
road  beyond  being  impracticable,  at 
present,  for  any  sort  of  carriage. 
There  is  also  a  char-road  on  ue 
Italian  side  from  St»  Bemy  to  Aosta : 
the  intervening  space  is  only  a  mule- 

!iath,  but,  as  there  are  great  facilities 
or  completing  the  road  between  the 
Hospice  and  8t.  Remy,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  the  road  may 
be  made  practicable  for  chars  in  a 
few  years. 

Erom  Martigny  (Bte.  56)  the  road 
passes  through  Bourg-Kartigny,  and 
shortly  after  crosses  the  Dranse  to 
its  1.  bank.  The  bed  of  this  river  still 
exhibits,  in  the  rocks  and  stones  with 
which  it  is  strewn,  evidence  of  the 
devastation  occasioned  in  1818,  by 
the  bursting  of  a  lake  in  the  valley  of 
Bagnes.    See  Rte.  136. 

Here  the  road  leaves  the  path  to 
Chamouni  on  the  rt.,  and  continues 
up  the  course  of  the  Dranse  to  the 
miserable  villages  of  Yalette  and 
Bouvemier.  Soon  after  the  river  is 
recrossed,  and  the  road  continues  on 
its  rt.  bank  in  the  deep  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  In  one  part  the  defile  is  so 
narrow  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  cut  a  Timnsl  200  ft.  long  through 
the  rock.  Emerging  from  it,  see  L 
the  ruins  of  a  Convent  overwhelmed 
with  rubbish  brought  down  by  the 
bursting  of  the  lake,  1818.  Bouver- 
nier  was  saved  from  the  same  fate  by 
a  projecting  mass  of  rook.  Beyond 
it  the  road  soon  after  recrosses  the 
river,  and  aseends  on  the  L  bank  to 

St  BranehieTf  another  dirty  village 
at   the  foot  of  Mont   Catogne,  si- 


toated  at  the  confluence  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Dranse,  one  coming 
from  the  Val  de  Bagnes,  the  other 
from  the  Val  Entremont  and  St. 
Bernard.    (Inn :  Croix,  cheap.) 

Above  St.  Branchier  there  are  soma 
fine  scenes  in  the  Val  d'Entremont. 
but  none  strikingly  grand  ;  it  has  the 
general  character  of  an  Alpine  valley, 
and  nothing  that  deserves  to  be  par- 
ticularly remembered.  The  Dranse 
is  twice  crossed  before  reaching 

Orsiires.  Inn:  H.  des  Alpes,  pretty 
good  and  moderate.  Here  Val  Ferrex 
opens  into  the  Val  Entremont,  and 
the  path  which  leads  to  the  Val 
Ferrex  turns  off  on  the  rt  (Rte.  137). 
[In  going  from  Orsieres  to  Chamouni, 
the  pedestrian  may  take  a  pleasant 
path  to  Trient  {Rte,  141)  by  the 
valley  and  lake  of  Champ4,  lying  to 
the  W.  of  the  Mont  Catogne.j 

Beyond  Orsidres  there  is  a  fine 
view,  and  the  scenery  becomes  rather 
more  wild.  The  torrent  can  seldom 
be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge  which  it 
has  made  its  coarse,  but  there  is 
nothing  very  striking  in  the  scenery. 

Liddes  (/itfw.*  H.  Victoria,  H.  d'An- 
gleterre,  tolerable  and  clean  ;  none 
good). 

12  fr.  is  often  demanded  for  a 
char  to  Martigny,  but  one  may 
generallv  be  procured  for  8  fr.  The 
charge  for  each  mule  from  Liddes 
to  the  hospice  is  6  fr.,  and  a  douceitr 
to  the  boy  who  returns  with  the  mule. 
Beyond  Liddes  the  char-road  has 
now  been  carried  to  a  small  inn  on 
the  plain  of  I^s. 

St,  Pierre  is  a  dirty,  wretched 
village,  but  it  has  inscriptions  enough 
to  support  some  claims  to  antiquity 
A  military  colunm,  dedicated  to 
the  younger  Constantine,  is  placed 
here.  The  Church  dates  from  the  1 1th 
century. 

The  brothers  Ballay,  of  St.  Pierre, 
are  bold  chasseurs  and  excellent 
guides  for  any  expeditions  in  the 
higher  Alps  of  this  district.  In  1858 
they  discovered  a  new  route  to  the 
summit  of  the  Grand  Combin.  (See 
Rte.  136.) 
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On  leaving  St  merre  the  road 
crosses  a  deep  abyss,  through  which 
the  Dranse  forces  its  way  into  the 
valiey  below.    The  road  to  the  hos- 

8 ice  leaves  on  the  1.  a  torrent  which 
escends  from  the  Val  Sorey,  in  which 
there  is,  not  far  from  St.  Fierre,  a 
magnificent  cascade. 

The  road  formerly  led  through  the 
forest  of  St.  Pierre,  by  a  path  among 
the  rocks  and  roots  of  pines,  so  steep 
and  tortuous  that  Napoleon's  difE- 
culties  in  transporting  his  artillery 
were  here,  perhaps,  the  greatest  that 
he  encountered  from  natural  obstacles 
during  his  extraordinary  expedition 
in  1800  across  these  Alps.  The 
Valaisans  have  cut  an  excellent 
road  along  the  precipices  which  over- 
hang the  deep  course  of  the  Dranse, 
avoiding  the  steep  rises  and  falls 
of  the  old  road,  and  leading  the 
traveller  by  a  safe  path  through  a 
savage  defile. 

Beyond  the  forest,  where  the  pines 
and  the  larches  are  stunted  from  their 
elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
the  traveller  arrives  at  some  pas- 
turages where  there  are  many  chalets. 
The  enormous  mass  of  the  Mont  V elan 
appears  to  forbid  further  progress: 
some  of  its  fine  glaciers,  particularly 
that  of  Menouve,  stream  down  into 
the  plain  of  Prox,  where,  amidst  the 
shelter  of  surrounding  mountains, 
numerous  herds  gather  the  rich  herb- 
age of  this  Alpine  pasturage.  The 
road  ceases  about  2  hours  below  the 
Hospice  at  the  little  /n»  called  the 
CcuUine  de  ProM, 

[From  this  the  ascent  and  descent 
of  Mont  Velan  can  be  made  in  12  hrs. 
or  less;  Andn^  Dorsat,  who  kept  the 
Cantine,  and  was  an  excellent  guide, 
is  now  dead,  but  his  son  worthily  suc- 
ceeds to  his  reputation.  It  was  first 
ascended  in  1825,  since  which  up  to 
185^  only  11  ascents  have  been 
made. 

The  first  part  of  the  ascent  is  up 
the  pastures  of  the  Monttujne  de 
ProH :  these  passed,  a  little  rock-work 
follows  s  then  the  Olader  de  Prou, 
which  runs  down  in  the  direction 
of  the    St.    Bernard,    is    traversed. 


and  in  about  3^  hrs.  from  the  Can- 
tine  the  main  body  of  the  Velan  is 
reached,  which  rises  in  a  wall  of  rock, 
perhaps  2000  ft  high.  It  is  diflicnlt 
and  laborious,  hardly  dangerous;  but 
there  is  only  one  accessible  point,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  guide  who 
knows  it  Hitherto  every  ascent  has 
been  made  with  the  Dorsats,  father 
or  son:  the  young  man  is  a  first-rate 
guide,  his  charge  is  20  frs.  for  the 
day.  The  top  of  the  mountain  is  a 
saddle-shaped  plain  of  snow,  perhaps 
^  m.  in  length.  The  entire  ascent 
including  a  halt  for  breakfast  ^U 
take  a  good  walker  6  hrs.  Three  hrs. 
is  enough  for  the  descent  to  the  Can- 
tine;  but  it  is  much  better  to  de- 
scend by  the  glacier  and  valley  of 
Vaisorey  to  St  Pierre.  This  will 
take  from  4  to  5  hrs.,  and,  for  the 
exanisite  beauty  of  the  glacier  itself, 
and  grandeur  or  the  near  scenery — it 
does  not  command  distant  views^the 
route  is  scarcely  to  be  surpassed  in 
the  Alps.  It  lies  between  Mont  Velan 
and  Mont  Combin.  The  descent  is 
along  the  crest  of  rocks  which  bounds 
the  glacier  on  the  side  of  Italy,  and 
very  steep;  and  there  is  some  rough 
climbing  down  the  rocks  or  over  the 
icej 

On  rising  above  the  plain  of  Pros 
the  path  to  the  Hospice  enters  another 
defile,  and  beyond  it  another  summer 
pasturage,  steep  and  rugged;  the 
scenes  TOCome  more  sterile  and  dreary, 
another  ravine  is  passed,  and  the  sum- 
mit is  approached.  At  length,  after 
crossing  some  beds  of  snow,  the  soli- 
tan^  wuls  of  the 

HOSPICE  appear,  and  the  traveller 
reaches,  on  the  very  crest  of  the  pass, 
this  dwelling  in  the  clouds,  8200 
English  feet  above  the  sea-level. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  moat 
disinterested  benevolence,  lives  this 
community  of  Peligieux,  who  devote 
the  best  time  of  their  life,  when  man 
is  most  susceptible  of  his  powers  for 
its  enjoyment  to  the  service  of  their 
fbllow-men;  those  whose  pursuits 
oblige  than  to  traverse  these  dreary 
fielcu  in  seasons  of  danger,  when,  with- 
out such  aid  and  protection,  hnndreds 
mnst  perish« 
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The  Honnoe  is  a  niMdve  stone 
building,  well  adapted  to  its  perilons 
situation,  which  is  on  the  very  highest 
point  of  the  pass,  where  it  is  exposed 
to  tremendous  storms  from  the  N.E. 
and  S.W.  On  the  N.W.  it  is  sheltered 
by  the  Mont  ChmeUettaz^  and  in  an 
opposite  direction  by  the  Mont  Mort, 
There  is  no  mountain  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  St.  Bernard.  Like  that 
of  the  St  Gothard,  the  name  is  only 
^ren  to  the  pass.  The  chief  building 
IS  capable  of  accommodating  70  or  80 
travellers  with  beds;  300  may  be  sh^- 
tered;  and  between  500  and  000  hare 
reoeiyed  assistance  in  one  day.'  Be- 
sides this,  there  is  a  house,  caUed  Hdtel 
8t.  Louis,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  built  as  a  place  of  refuge  in 
case  of  fire — an  event  which  has  twice 
happened  here  since  the  foundation  of 
the  establishment. 

The  ground-floor  of  the  main  build- 
ing consists  of  stabling,  store-room 
for  wood,  fodder,  &c  A  flight  of 
steps  leads  up  to  the  principal  entrance 
in  the  first  floor  of  the  buihiing,  where 
a  lon^  corridor  connects  the  offices, 
&C.,  with  the  chapeL  Anotheroorridor 
on  the  floor  above  leads  to  tiie  dor- 
mitories, the  refectory,  the  gallery  of 
the  chapel,  &c.  The  Drawmg-room, 
-appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
strangers,  especially  ladies,  is  entered 
from  the  stairs  between  the  two  cor- 
ridors. Here  brethren  do  the  honours 
to  their  visitors. 

The  ClavoMUer  (or  Bursar),  the 
commissary  of  the  establishment,  is 
the  brother  who  usually  presides  at 
the  hours  of  11^  and  6,  dinner  and 
supper.  Gentlemen  dine  or  sup  with 
all  the  monks  in  their  refectory. 

The  room  appropriated  to  visitors 
is  large  and  convenient;  it  is  hung 
with  many  drawings  and  prints,  pre- 
sents sent  by  travellers  m  acknow- 
ledgpnent  of  the  kind  attentions  which 
they  had  received  from  the  brethren. 
The  piano  was  a  present  ftx>m 
H.R.EL.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  is 
not  a  little  prised  ;  the  harmonium  is 
a  present  from  the  composer  Blumen- 
thal.  Attached  to  this  room  is  a 
cabinet,  in  which  a  day,  unfavourable 
for  out-door  enj^rmenty  may  be  paaaed 


with  interest  and  pleasure.  It  con- 
tains oolleotions  of  the  plants,  insects, 
and  minerals  of  the  Alps,  and  many 
relics  of  the  Temple  dedicated  to  Ju- 
piter, which  formerly  stood  on  this 
TOSS,  near  to  the  site  of  the  hospice. 
These  antiquities  consist  of  votive 
tablets,  ana  figures,  in  bronse,  and 
other  metals,  and  materials,  arms, 
coins,  &c^  and  are  curiously  illus- 
trative of  the  early  worship  on  this 
mountain,  and  the  intercourse  esta- 
blished over  this  pass.  No  trace 
whatever  now  remains  of  the  temple, 
though  these  relics  are  found  upon 
what  is  known  to  have  been  its  site. 
Steps  cut  in  the  rock  may  yet  be  seen, 
which  led  up  to  the  spot  upon  which 
the  temple  stood. 

The  system  of  purveyance  for  the 
hospital  seems  to  be  well  regulated. 
Supplies  come  from  Aosta  and  the 
neighbouring  villages.  Their  winter 
store  of  hay  for  their  cows  is  so  valu- 
able that  the  mules  which  ascend 
fh>m  either  side  with  travellers  gene- 
rally bring  their  own  hay,  or  supply 
themselves  from  a  vender  established 
in  the  convent,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
below.  Wood  for  firing  is  one  of  th6 
most  important  necessaries  to  them. 
Not  a  stick  grows  within  2  leagues,  and 
ail  the  fu^  supplied  to  the  convent 
is  brought  &t»m  the  forest  which  be- 
longs to  it  in  the  Yal  Ferrez,  a 
distance  of  nearly  4  leagues.  The 
consumption  of  wood  at  the  convent 
is  considerable,  for,  at  the  great  ele- 
vation of  the  hospice,  water  boils  at 
about  190  d^rrees,  which  is  so  much 
less  favourable  for  the  cooking  of 
meat  than  at  212  degrees,  that  it  re- 
quires 5  hrs.  to  effect  that  which,  at  a 
less  elevation,  may  be  done  in  3  hrs. 
They  have  adopted  stoves  for  wanning 
the  convent  with  hot  air. 

The  Chapel  of  die  hospice  is  gene- 
rally well  attended  on  Sundays  and 
Festas,  when  the  weather  is  not  vaafy^ 
vourable,  by  the  peasants  from  the 
neighbouring  valleys  and  Alp  pas- 
tures. It  contains  the  grave  of  Gene- 
ral Dessaiz,  who  fell  at  Marengo,  after 
having  contributed  mainly,  to  that 
victory:  the  monument  was  erected 
by  Napoleon* 
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In  the  chapel  there  is  a  box,  where 
donations  in  eld  of  the  funds  of  the 
establishment  are  pat,  and  travellers 
who  receive  its  hospitalities  offer  their 
acknowledgments  m  a  sum  not  less 
than  they  would  have  paid  for  such  ac- 
commodation at  an  inn.  The  payment 
thus  made  by  those  who  can  afford  it 
ought  to  be  in  a  more  liberal  dmee, 
because  that  excess  aids  the  monks  to 
extend  their  assistance  to  poor  and 
destitute  travellers,  a  very  numerous 
class  of  claimants  upon  them,  from  the 
great  intercourse  wnich  exists  by  this 
pass  between  8witserland  and  Italy. 

Visitors  universally  acknowleage 
the  kind  and  courteous  attention 
which  they  receive  from  those  ex- 
cellent men.  They  are  fmely  com- 
municative about  their  establish- 
ment, and  conversation  has  no  re- 
straint but  in  the  respect  which  their 
characters  demand.  The  language 
used  by  them  is  French,  though  there 
are  Italians  and  Germans  among 
them.  They  are  well  informed  upon 
most  subjects,  and  intelligent  upon 
those  in  which  their  situation  nas 
been  favourable  to  their  acquiring  in- 
formation. The  periodical  works  of 
some  academic  bodies  and  institutions 
are  sent  to  them,  and  they  have  a 
small  library,  which  is  chiefly  theo- 
logical. During  their  short  sommers, 
their  intercourse  with  well-informed 
travellers  is  extenaive,  which  ia  shown 
in  the  names  and  notices  left  by  tra- 
vellers in  the  albums  preserved  care- 
ftiUy  by  the  brethren  at  the  hospice. 

There  are  usually  10  or  12  brethren 
of  the  Augustine  order,  and  a  number 
of  assistant  lay  brethren  (marronniers ), 
here.  They  are  all  young  men,  who 
enter  upon  this  devoted  service  at  18. 
The  severities  of  the  weather  in  the 
winter,  at  this  height,  often  impair 
their  health,  and  they  are  driven  to 
retire  to  a  lower  and  more  genial 
cUme,  with  broken  constitutions  and 
ruined  health.  Even  in  the  summer 
it  has  happened  thtA  the  ice  has  never 
melted  in  the  lake  on  the  summit, 
and  in  some  years  (1816)  not  a  week 
has  passed  without  snow  falling. 
It  always  freeaes  eariy  in  the  morn- 
ing, even  in  the  height  of  anrnmer, 


and  the  hospice  is  rar^y  foar  months 
clear  of  deep  snow.  Around  the 
building  it  averages  7  or  8  feet, 
and  the  drifts  sometimes  rest  against 
it,  and  accumulate  to  the  height  of  40 
feet  The  severest  cold  recorded  is 
29^  below  sero  of  Fahrenheit:  it  has 
often  been  observed  at  18<>  and  20**  be- 
low. The  ^atest  heat  has  been 
68^  in  the  height  of  summer. 

"  The  monks  have  a  deep  cellar 
where  they  keep  their  wine,  &o.  nn- 
froaen,    althougn    the    thermometer 
oftc^n  descends  to  20^  of  Keaumur,  or 
—  13^  of  our  scale.    Fresh  meat  is 
easily^rocured  in  the  summer  from  the 
valleys,  but  for  winter  they  lay  up  a 
store  of  salted  and  pressed  meat.  They 
also  keep  a  number  of  cows  to  supply 
them  with  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 
One  only  is  kept  up  at  the  hospice 
during  the  winter ;  the  rest  are  sent 
to  Martagn  V,  and  their  produce  car- 
ried up  in  tne  solid  form.    Hie  monks 
are  also  obliged  to  keep  45  horses  all 
the  year,  in  order  to  bring  wood  from 
a  forest  '6  leagues  off.    This  employ- 
ment lasts  for  2  months  during  sum- 
mer, hence  the  wood  must  be  oy  far 
the  most  expensive  article.    Travel- 
lers are  passing  every  day  during  the 
winter,  notwithstanding  the  penis  of 
such  a  pass  at  such  times.    These 
persons,  when  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
house  not  far  from  the  summit,  are 
desired   to  wait   till    the    following 
momine,  when  a  servant  and  a  dog 
descend  from  the  top  to  this  kind  of 
reftige,  and  take  up  all  the  persons 
assembled,  the  servant  being  conducted 
by  the  dog,  who,  it  appears,  never 
misses  his  way,  but,  entirely  hidden, 
except  his  tail,  in  the  snow,  directs  the 
march  of  the  whole  cavalcade.    The 
stories  about  the  monks  going   out 
searching  for  lost  travellers,  and  the 
dogs  carrying  wine,  are  false  in  toto, 
and  the  proof  is,  that  such  proceeding 
is  impossible,  for  as  great  difficulty 
exists  to  the  monks  ixMuniag  about  as 
to  the  travellers.    This  labour  of  the 
dogs  is  so  great,  that  their  life  never 
exceeds  9  years,  owin^  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  which  is  tEe  bane  of  both 
dog  and  man  up  here.    The  infirm 
d^  am  generally  killed.    If  (he  feet 
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of  the  persoDB  are  found  froseo,  thev 
are  immediately  rubbed  stron^lj  with 
9I10W  or  with  a  stimnlating  om&nent. 
If  neither  succeed,  the  mortified  part 
is  immediately  amputated  by  one  of 
the  monks,  who  studies  medicine  a 
little.  If  necessary,  stockinea,  &c.,  are 
given  to  the  poor.  No  dead  bo^y  has 
been  left  unclaimed  for  two  years  past, 
so  that  there  was  no  addiuon  to  the 
moi^gue.  The  enow  is  generally  30 
fL  deep  in  winter.  There  are  generally 
5  or  6  dogs  at  the  hospice.  Tradition 
reports  that  they  are  a  cross  between 
the  Newfoundland  and  the  Pyrenean. 
In  the  year  1825  all  the  dogs  and  3  ser* 
vants  (sent  on  this  occasion  together — 
an  unusual  occurrence)  were  destroyed 
by  an  avalanche.  Luckily  the  monks 
had  recently  given  away  a  couple  of 
dogs,  which  were  returned  to  them,  or 
the  breed  would  have  been  lost  10  ser- 
vants are  kept  in  winter,  and  8  in  sum- 
mer, of  whom  2  descend  daily  to  the 
refuges  to  bring  up  travellers,  from 
the  month  of  (>)tober  to  the  oad  of 
April,  the  time  of  course  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  season.  Few  of  the 
monks  are  able  to  stand  the  elimate 
for  more  than  15  years  ;  but  there  is 
no  stated  time  for  which  they  devote 
themselves  ;  each  stavs  as  long  as  he 
is  able,  being  allowed  30  days'  recre- 
ation— 15  at  a  time— at  a  subtidiary 
house  at  Martigny,  where  also  they 
descend  when  no  longer  able  to  live  at 
the  Sl  Bernard,  or  eue  they  go  to  the 
hospice  on  the  Simplon.  We  break- 
fastod  with  9  monks.  Service  is  per- 
formed in  the  chapel  at  44  a.m.  in 
summer,  and  5  in  wmter,  ana  at  8  P.M . 
all  the  year  round. 

"  The  times  at  which  the  poor  tra- 
vellers pass  in  g^reatest  numbers  dur- 
ing the  winter,  are  in  November,  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  AmriL  As  many 
as  2000  per  month  will  pass  in  Febru- 
ary and  March,  because  the  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  valleys  are  then  going 
out  to  seek  work  ;  in  November  they 
come  home  with  money  in  their 
pockets."  In  the  course  of  1844, 19,000 
travellers  passed  over  the  mountain. 

**  The  scene  from  the  W.  end  of  the 
hospice  looking  towards  Italy  is  sterile 
and  dreary  ;  patches  of  snow  are  seen 


on  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  which 
sweep  dovim  to  the  lake  ;  and  the  Pom 
de  Sttcre,  a  pinnacled  mountain  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Vacherie,  with  its 
rocks  and  snows,  adds  to  its  wildness 
and  desolation. 

**  A  oohimn  opposite  to  the  middle 
of  the  water  marks  the  boundary  of 
Piedmont  and  the  V alais ;  above  and 
beyond  it,  is  the  Uttle  plmn  of  Jupiter, 
where  a  temple  formerly  stood,  and 
from  which  a  Roman  road  led  down 
on  the  Piedmontese  side  of  the  passu 
This  road  may  be  eadly  traced  in  the 
hewn  rock,  and  the  remains  of  a  mas* 
sive  pavement ;  but  not  a  vestige  of 
the  temple  is  left  above  the  surfooe. 

''From  the  firagments  wiuch  have 
been  found  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
Boman  work  or  a  time  probably  nos 
earlier  than  that  of  Augustus.  The 
period  of  the  substituf'on  of  a  military 
column  for  the  statue  of  Jupiter,  under 
the  younger  Constantine,  m  the  year 
339,  was  probably  not  that  of  the  de- 
struotion  of  the  temple;  for  medals  of 
the  children  of  Theodosius,  50  years 
later,  have  been  found  there. 

'*  The  first  foundation  of  the  hoe* 

E'ce  has  been  attributed  by  some  to 
ouisleDeboimaire,  by  others  to  Char- 
lemagne. There  is  historioal  evidence 
that  a  monastery  existed  on  the  Great 
St  Bernard  before  the  year  851. 

*'  The  present  hospioe  was  founded 
in  962,  by  Bernard,  who  was  bom  of 
a  noble  fomily  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha- 
teau of  Menthon,  on  the  lake  of  An- 
neoy.  A  detennination  at  an  early 
age  to  devote  himself  to  an  eodesias- 
tioal  lifo  induced  him  to  desert  his 
home  and  go  to  Aosta,  of  which  city 
he  afterwards  became  archdeacon. 
While  residing  there,  his  frequent 
intercourse  with  pilgrims  and  tra» 
vellers  probably  suggested  to  him  as 
a  work  of  mercy  the  restoration  of 
the  convent  of  the  Mont  Jouz,  and 
the  establishment  of  another  similar. 
He  became  the  founder  of  both 
houses,  gave  to  them  tho  name,  and 
placed  them  under  the  protection,  of 
nis  favourite  saint,  Nicolas  de  Myra, 
as  tutelaiy  patron  of  these  establish- 
ments. By  degrees,  and  after  the 
canonisation  of  Bernard,  Jiis   name 
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superseded  that  of  all  others,  and 
has  continued  attached  to  the  hos- 
pice since  1123.  The  attempt  of 
Constantine  to  destroy  the  worship 
of  Jupiter  had  not  entirely  succeeded; 
but  St.  Bernard  rooted  out  the  re- 
mains of  paganism,  and  founded  an 
establishment  for  actire  benevolence, 
to  which  thousands  have  been  in- 
debted. He  died  in  1008,  after  having 
governed  the  convent  upwards  of  4() 
years.  For  some  time  alter  the  death 
of  St.  Bernard  the  hospice  was  ex- 
posed to  frequent  outrages  from  bar- 
barians who  traversed  the  mountains; 
and  its  records  of  the  Uth  century 
present  a  succession  of  calamities. 

'^In  the  contests  of  the  emperor 
Frederic  Barbarossa  with  pope  Alex- 
ander  m.   and   Humbert   count  of 
Maurienne,    diplomas   of  protection 
were  g^ven  by  tnem  for  the  security  of 
persons  and  property  belonging  to  the 
monastery.     It  was  one  of  the  very 
few  objects  in  whi<^  emperors,  sove- 
reign pontlfl^  and  other  distinguished 
persons,  disputed  the  glor^  of  fostering 
and  protecting  a  foundation  so  impor- 
tant to  humanity.    It  soon  acquired 
great  celebrity  and  opulence.   As  early 
as  1177,  it  had,  in  various  dioceses,  88 
benefices,  in  priories,  cures,  chiteanx, 
and  farms;  it  had  lands  in  Sicily,  in 
Flanders,  and  in  England.    Its  cli- 
max of  riches  and  importance  was 
in  1480,  when  it  possessed  98  cures 
alone.     Subsequently,    however,    the 
Reformation,  political  changes  in  the 
states,  loss  of  distant  property,  dis- 
putes with  the  popes,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  monks  of  St  Bernard  to 
seek  even  eleemosynary    assistance. 
The  very  land  upon  which  their  noble 
duties  are  performed  has  been  the 
subject  of  disputes  between  the  neigh- 
bouring states.    Sardinia  claimed  it 
as  widiin  a  frontier  extending  to  the 
bridge  of  Nndri,    on   the   northern 
side;  but  the  Valaisans  established  a 
claim  to  it  as  within  the  diocese  of 
8ion«   by  bulls   of  the  popes   from 
Tao  DC  to  Benoft  XTV.    The  hos- 
pice,   therefore,    stands    within    the 
canton  of  the  Yalais;  but  its  autho- 
rity extends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 


lake,  on  the  borders  of  which  a  co- 
lumn is  fixed  as  a  line  of  demareatioo ; 
and  the  excellent  brethren  of  St. 
Bernard  had  not  only  all  their  pro- 
perty within  the  state  of  Saromia 
taken  from  them,  but  they  were  ac- 
tuaUv  taxed  by  tiiis  state  for  the  use 
which  they  made  of  the  summer  pas- 
turage of  the  Yacherie.  Very  bttJe 
property  in  land  still  belongs  to  the 
nospice;  a  rineyard  at  Clarons,  and 
a  farm  at  Roche,  in  the  Pa^s  de 
Yaud,  are  the  principal:  their  re- 
sources are  smau,  and  in  aid  of  them 
collections  are  regularly  made  in  die 
Swiss  cantons;  but  tnis  has  been 
sometimes  abused  by  impostors,  who 
have  collected  as  the  agents  of  the  hoa- 
pice." — BrocMon^M  P<u9e8  of  the  AIm, 

Buonaparte  rather  impoverished 
than  enriched  the  monks.  It  was 
true  that  he  had  assisted  them  with 
donations,  but  his  claims  upon  their 
funds  had  exceeded  his  oenefits ; 
that  they  had  had  40  men  quartered 
upon  them  for  months  together,  and 
60,000  had  passed  in  one  season,  and 
all  these  had  been  asnsted. 

The  duties  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
St  Bernard  and  their  servants  some- 
times lead  them  into  fatal  danger. 
On  the  17th  of  Dec.  1825,  a  party 
of  3  domestics  of  the  convent,  or 
Marronniers — one  of  them  was  Yiotor, 
a  worthy  man,  well  remembered  by 
Alpine  travellers — went  out  with  2 
dogs,  on  the  side  of  the  Yacherie,  to 
search  at  a  dangerous  time  for  tra- 
vellers. They  met  one,  with  whom 
they  were  returning  to  the  convent, 
when  an  avalanche  overwhelmed  them, 
and  idl  perished,  except  one  of  the 
dogs,  whose  prodieious  strength  and 
aetirity  enaUed  it  to  escape.  The 
bodies  of  poor  Yictor  and  nis  com- 
panions were  found  only  after  the 
melting  of  the  snow  in  the  following 
summer.  Nov.  12,  1845,  the  Clavan- 
dier  and  3  servants  were  buried  be- 
neath an  enormous  avalanche  firom 
the  Mont  Mort,  which  covered  them 
15  ft  deep,  and  all  perished. 

**  There  is  one  scene  of  melancholy 
intercut  usually  visited  on  the  St 
Bernard — the  Morgve^  or  receptacle 
for  the  dead.    It  is  a  low  builcung  « 
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few  yards  from  the  B.  extremity  of 
the  oonvent,  where  the  bodies  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  to  storms  and 
aTalaaches  in  these  monntains  have 
been  placed.  They  have  ^nerailj 
been  found  frozen,  and  put  into  this 
horrid  receptacle  in  the  posture  in 
which  they  perished.  Here  many 
have  '  dried  up  and  withered,'  and 
on  some  even  the  clothes  have  re- 
mained after  18  years  $  others  present 
a  horrid  aspect,  some  of  the  bones  of 
the  head  beiuff  blanched  and  exposed, 
whilst  black  mteg^ments  still  attach 
to  parts  of  the  fitce.  Amonjr  the  vic- 
tims were  a  mother  and  chiloL  From 
the  rapid  evaporation  at  this  height, 
the  bodies  had  dried  without  the 
usual  decay.  In  a  walled  enclosure 
on  one  side  of  the  morgue  was  a 
ffreat  accumulation  of  bones,  white, 
Broken,  and  apparently  the  gather- 
ing of  centuries.  Upon  this  rocky 
and  frozen  soil  they  could  not  bury 
the  dead,  and,  probably,  as  they  dry 
up  without  oimnce,  they  are  placed 
here  for  the  chance  of  recognition." — 
jPosms  of  the  Alpt, 

On  leavinff  the  hospice  to  descend 
to  the  Val  d'Aosta,  tne  path  skirts 
the  lake,  and  passes  between  it  and 
the  Plain  de  Jupiter.  A  little  be- 
yond the  end  of  tne  lake,  after  pass- 
ing through  a  short  defile,  the  scene 
opens  towards  Italy,  into  the  basin  of 
the 

Vcu^erig^  where  the  cows  of  the 
convent  are  pastured.  The  road  turns 
abruptly  to  the  right,  and  sweeps 
round  the  basin  to  descend  gradually 
to  the  plain  below. 

The  view  on  first  looking  out  upon 
the  Yacherie,  from  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine,  the  moun- 
tains on  the  opposite  side  being  sub- 
lime in  form  imd  elevation:  the  most 
striking  in  the  scene  is  the  Pain  de 
Sucre,  celebrated  by  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Yacherie 
the  path  winds  down  by  a  series  of 
sagzags,  and  thence  the  descent  is 
rapid  to 

St,  Bemy^  a  dreary  little  village ; 
/jM   very  fair.     Here  return  chars 


to  Aosta  may  generally  be  obtained  for 
10  fruncs.  Travellers  who  leave  Aosta 
to  visit  the  hospice,  in  a  char  for  St. 
Remy,  and  intend  to  return,  cause  it 
to  wait  for  them  there  for  four  or  six 
hours,  and  pay  20  francs  for  the  char 
for  the  day,  with  a  buona-mano  to  the 
postilion.  But  it  generally  happens 
that  the  traveller  crosses  the  moun- 
tain, in  which  case  he  pays  from  12 
to  14  francs  for  Uie  char,  and  the 
postilions  wait  till  the  evening  for 
customers  descending  from  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  it  is  seldom  that 
they  are  disappointed  in  a  iare. 

Here  the  passports  are  examined, 
and-  the  Fiedmontese  custom-house 
is  placed.  From  St.  Remy  the  road 
descends,  with  little  interest  in  the 
scenery,  to 

St.  Oyen. 

At  ^troubles,  the  St  Bernard 
branch  of  the  Buttier  is  crossed,  and 
the  road  descends  to  the  village  of 
Oignod,  where  the  vegetation  begins 
to  luxuriate,  and  the  Italian  side  of 
the  mountain  is  felt  and  seen.  Here 
there  is  a  fine  peep  into  the  Yal  Pel- 
Una.  From  Gignod  to  the  city  of 
Aosta,  the  richness  of  the  scenery  is 
oonstanUy  increasing.  Trdlised  vines 
and  Indian  com  mark  the  approach 
to  the  Yal  d' Aosta;  and  the  first 
view  of  the  city  and  the  valley,  in  the 
descent  ftx)m  the  St  Bernard,  where 
the  background  is  filled  with  the  mag- 
nificent rorms  and  snowy  summits  of 
the  mountains  above  the  Val  deCogne, 
is  very  fine  indeed. 

A08TA  (Rte.  134). 
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ROUTE  136. 

MARTiaNY  TO  AOSTA,  BY  THE  VAL  DE 
BA6NE8,  THE  COL  D£S  FEN^TRES, 
AND  VAL  PELLIMA. 

Martigny.  Hoars. 

8L  Branchier,  char-road  .  2i 

Ghables U 

Loortler Ik 

Getros,  brtdle-roBd     .     .  2i 

Torembec 2 

Yalpellina 8 

Aotia,  char>road    ...  3 

Martigny  to  St  Branchier  (Bte.  135). 

From  St.  Branchier  a  good  mule- 
track  leads  up  the  valley  of  Bagnes, 
which  is  very  fertile,  to  Chables,  the 
principal  vUlase  in  the  valley,  wh«re 
there  is  a  rou^  but  very  fair  country 
Irm,  kept  by  Pierre  Ferrodin.     Here 
the    glacier   of  Getroz  comes    into 
sight  The  valley  is  narrow,  abound- 
ing  in   gorges,  and   offering  many 
fine    scenes    to    the   pencil    of   the 
traveller.     At  Champsec  a  small  fmij 
1 865.  The  char-road  ends  at  Loartier, 
I  hr.  further  (no  regular  inn).    Above 
this  place  the  gorge  of  the  Dranoe  be- 
comes still  narrower.     It  opens  out 
somewhat    at    the  junction  of   the 
stream  flowing  from  the  Glacier  of  Cor- 
boisiere,  a  great  glacier  filling  the  W. 
branch  of  the  valley  on  the  N.  eide 
of  the  peak  of  the  Grand  ConUnH,  or 
Graffeneire.    This,  the  giant  of  this 
part  of  the  Pennine  chain,  14,134  ft. 
in  height,  is  known  in  the  Val  de 
Bagnes    only  by  the    name  Graffe- 
neire,  the  name  Mont  Combin  being 
given  to  a  lower  peak  on  the  W.  side 
of  the  glacier  of  Corbassifere.     The 
summit  was  first  reached  in  1857  by 
two  chasseurs  of  Lourtier,  and  later 
in  the  same  year  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews, 
who    had   previously    ascended   the 
Combin  de  Corbassiere  (see  *  Peaks, 
Passes,  and  Glaciers ').    Two  brothers 
named  Ballay,  of  St.  Pierre,  discovered 
a  new  way  to  the  summit  in  1858  by 
the  Col  de  la  Maison  Blanche,  N.E.  of 
the  glacier  of  Valsorey.    Not  more 
than  7  or  8  ascents  have  been  made. 
Very  poor  accommodation  is  found 
in  the  ch&lets  of  Corbassiere. 

Following  the  main  valley  from  Lour- 


tier, in  about  t^  hr.  the  path  readies 
Pont  de  Mauvoisin,  a  lofty  stone- 
arched  bridee,  at  the  upper  limit  of 
trees,  by  which  you  pass  from  the 
rt  to  the  1.  bank  of  the  Drance,  ad- 
joining a  small  hamlet,  not  £sr  below 
the  glaciers  of  Getros. 

Ikbdcle,  Here  has  been  built  am 
Inn,  which  promises  to  become  very 
favourite  quarters  for  mountaineers, 
on  account  of  the  variety  of  excursions 
and  passes. 

The  descent  of  the  glaciers  of 
Getroz  from  the  Mont  Pleureur 
was  the  cause  of  the  intemiption 
of  the  waters  of  the  Branoe,  which 
formed  a  lake  and  burst  its  bounds  in 
1595,  carrying  off  in  its  destructiTe 
course  more  than  140  persons  from 
the  valley,  besides  houses  and  cattle. 
A  more  recent  inundation,  that  of 
1818,  from  a  similar  cause,  has  left 
feajrful   traces  of  its    overwhelming 

Sower.  Among  the  boulders  brought 
own  by  that  event,  is  one  which 
contains  above  1400  cubic  ft.;  and  the 
height  which  the  waters  then  at- 
tained is  yet  distinctly  marked  where 
the  land,  then  covered,  is  even  now 
desolate. 

**  Vast  blocks  of  stone,"  says 
Brockedon,  in  his  *  Excursions  in  the 
Alps,*  **  which  were  driven  and  de- 
posited there  by  the  force  of  the 
waters,  now  strew  the  valley  i  and 
sand  and  pebbles  present  an  arid  sur- 
face where  rich  pasturaees  were  seen 
before  the  catastrophe.  The  quantity 
and  yiolence  of  tne  water  suddenly 
disengaged,  and  the  velocity  of  its 
descent,  presented  a  force  which  the 
mind  may  calculate,  but  cannot  con- 
ceive. 

**  In  the  accounts  which  have  been 
given  of  this  event,  the  object  of  the 
writers  has  been  merely  to  describe 
the  catastrophe,  and  the  extent  of  its 
iniuries;  but  in  reading  the  account 
of  M.  Escher  de  Linth,  published  in 
the  Bib.  Unio»  de  Geneve,  8cL  et  Arts, 
torn.  viiL  p.  29 1,  I  was  most  forcibly 
struck  with  the  unnoralleled  heroism 
of  the  brave  men  wno  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  evil,  by  opening  a  channel 
for  the  waters,  which  had,  by  their 
aooumulatioa,   become    a   source   of 
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terror  to  the  inhabitanta  of  these 
vallevs. 

**  In  the  spring  of  1818  the  people 
of  the  valley  of  Bagnes  became 
alarmed  on  oMerving  the  low  state  of 
the  waters  of  the  Dranoe,  at  a  season 
when  the  melting  of  the  snows  usu- 
ally enlarged  the  torrent;  and  this 
alarm  was  increased  by  the  records  of 
similar  appearances  before  the  dread- 
ful inundation  of  1595,  which  was 
then  occasioned  by  the  aooumulatioo 
of  the  waters  behind  the  debris  of  a 
glacier  that  formed  a  dam,  which  re- 
mained until  the  pressure  of  the  water 
burst  the  dike,  and  it  rushed  through 
the  valley,  leaving  desolation  in  its 
course. 

**  In  April,  1818,  some  persons 
went  up  tne  valley  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  deficiency  of  water,  and 
they  discovered  that  vast  masses  of 
the  glaciers  of  Getroz,  and  avalanches 
of  snow,  had  fallen  into  a  narrow  part 
of  the  vallev  between  Mont  Pleureur 
and  Mont  Mauvolsin,  and  formed  a 
dike  of  ice  and  snow  600  fL  wide 
and  400  ft.  high,  on  a  base  of  3000  ft, 
behind  which  the  waters  of  the 
Drance  had  accumulated,  and  formed 
a  lake  above  7000  ft.  long.  M.  Ye- 
nets,  the  engineer  of  the  VaUais,  was 
consulted,  and  he  inmiediately  de- 
.cided  upon  cutting  a  g^lery  through 
this  barrier  of  ioe,  80  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  com- 
mencing, and  where  the  dike  was  600 
ft.  thic£  He  calculated  upon  making 
a  tunnel  through  this  mass  before  the 
water  should  have  risen  60  ft  higher 
in  the  lake.  On  the  10th  of  May  the 
work  was  begun  by  gangs  of  50  men, 
who  relieved  each  other,  and  worked, 
without  intermission,  day  and  night, 
with  inconceivable  courage  and  per- 
severance, neither  detetred  by  the 
daily  occurring  danger  from  the  fall- 
ing of  fresh  masses  of  the  glacier,  nor 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  water  in 
the  lake,  which  rose  62  ft  in  34  days 
— on  an  average  nearly  2  ft  each 
day;  but  it  once  rose  5  n.  in  one  day, 
and  threatened  each  moment  to  burst 
the  dike  by  its  increasing  pressure; 
or,  rising  in  a  more  rapid  proportion 
than  the  men  could  proceed  with  their 


work,  render  their  efibrts  abortive,  br 
rising  above  them.  Sometimes  dread* 
ful  noises  were  heard,  as  the  pressure 
of  the  water  detached  masses  of  ioe 
from  the  bottom,  which,  floating,  pre- 
sented so  much  of  their  bulk  above 
the  water  as  led  to  the  belief  that 
some  of  them  were  70  fL  thick.  The 
men  persevered  in  their  fearful  duty 
without  any  serious  accident;  and 
though  suffering  severely  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  surrounded  by  dangers 
which  cannot  be  justly  described,  by 
the  4th  of  June  they  had  accomplished 
an  opening  600  ft.  long;  but  naving 
begun  their  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
dike  at  the  same  time,  the  place  where 
they  ought  to  have  met  was  20  ft. 
lower  on  one  side  of  the  lake  than  on 
the  other;  it  was  fortunate  that  lat- 
terly the  increase  of  the  perpendicular 
height  of  the  water  was  less,  owing  to 
the  extension  of  its  aurface.  They 
proceeded  to  level  the  highest  side  of 
the  tunnel,  and  completed  it  just  be- 
fore the  water  reached  them.  On  the 
evening  of  the  13th  the  water  began 
to  flow.  At  first  the  opening  was  not 
large  enough  to  carry  off  the  supplies 
of  water  ¥^ch  the  lake  received,  and 
it  rose  2  ft  above  the  tunnel;  but  this 
soon  enlarged  from  the  action  of  the 
water,  as  it  melted  the  floor  of  the 
gallery,  and  the  torrent  rushed 
through.  In  32  hrs.  the  lake  sunk 
10  ft.,  and  during  the  following  24 
hrs.  20  it  more ;  in  a  few  days  it  would 
have  been  emptied;  for  the  floor 
melting,  and  being  driven  off  as  the 
water  escaped,  kept  itself  below  the 
level  of  the  water  within;  but  the 
cataract  which  issued  from  the  gal- 
lery melted  and  broke  up  also  a  liurge 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  dike  which 
had  served  as  its  buttress;  its  resist- 
ance decreased  fiwter  than  the  pre6<» 
sure  of  the  lake  lessened,  and  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of 
June  the  dike  burst  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  water  escaped  through  the 
breach,  and  left  the  utke  empty. 

**  The  greatest  accumulation  of 
water  had  been  800,000,000  of  cubic 
feet;  the  tunnel,  before  the  disruption, 
had  carried  off  nearly  330,000,000— 
Escher   says,    270,000,000;    but    he 
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neglected  to  add  60,000,000  which 
flowed  into  the  lake  in  3  days.  In 
half  an  hour,  530,000,000  cubic  ft 
of  water  passed  through  the  breach, 
or  300,000  ft  per  second;  which 
is  5  times  greater  in  auantity  than 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  at  Basle, 
where  it  is  1300  English  ft  wide. 
In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  water 
reached  Martigny,  a  distance  of  8 
leagues.  Through  the  first  70,000 
ft  it  passed  with  the  velocity  of 
83  ft.  per  second  —  four  or  five 
times  faster  than  the  most  rapid 
river  known;  yet  it  was  charged  with 
ice,  rocks,  eaith,  trees,  houses,  cattle, 
and  men;  34  persons  were  lost,  400 
cottages  swept  away,  and  the  da- 
mage done  in  the  2  hrs.  of  its  deso- 
lating power  exceeded  a  million  of 
Swiss  livres.  All  the  people  of  the 
valley  had  been  cautioned  against  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  irruption;  yet  it 
was  fittal  to  so  many.  All  the  bridges 
in  its  course  were  swept  away,  and 
among  them  the  bridge  of  Mauvoisin, 
which  was  elevated  90  feet  above  the 
ordinary  height  of  the  Drance.  If 
the  dike  had  remained  untouched,  and 
it  could  have  endured  the  pressure 
until  the  lake  had  reached  tne  level 
of  its  top,  a  volume  of  1,700,000,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  would  have  been 
accumulated  there,  and  a  devastation 
much  more  fatal  and  extensive  must 
have  been  the  consequence.  From 
this  greater  danger  the  people  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance  were  preserved 
by  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  the 
brave  men  who  eiFected  the  formation 
of  the  gallery  in  the  dike,  under  the 
direction  of  M.  Venetz.  I  know  no 
instance  on  record  of  courage  equal 
to  this:  their  risk  of  lifb  was  not  for 
fame  or  for  riches — ^they  had  not  the 
nsual  excitements  to  personal  risk  in 
a  world's  applause  or  gasetted  promo- 
tion,— their  devoted  courage  was  lo 
save  the  Uves  and  property  of  their 
fellow-men,  not  to  destroy  them. 
They  steadily  and  heroically  perse- 
vered in  their  labours,  amidst  dangers 
such  as  a  field  of  battle  never  pre- 
sented, and  from  which  some  of  the 
bravest  brutes  that  ever  lived  would 
have    shrunk    in    dismay.      These 


truly   brave  Valaisans    deserve   all 
honour  I 

**  But  the  skill  of  K.  Tenets  waa  not 
limited  in  its  application  to  emp^ring 
the  lake:  his  aDuities  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  prevention  of 
such  another  catastrophe,  for  the  lia- 
bility to  its  recurrence  was  obvious. 
Not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ice 
which  formed  the  barrier  had  been 
removed  when  the  dike  burst,  and 
fresh  masses  were  still  falling  from 
Mont  Fleurenr  and  Mont  Mauvoisin, 
the  mountains  of  which  the  bases 
formed  the  buttresses  to  the  dike;  in 
ftct  the  dike  was  again  aoeiimulating 
so  rapidly,  that  at  the  end  of  1819  the 
barrier  was  almost  as  complete  as  be* 
fore  its  bursting  firom  the  pressure  of 
the  lake. 

"  It  became,  therefore,  an  important 
object  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
former  catastrophe,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  means  as  would  prevent,  or  at 
least  diminish,  the  increase  of  the 
barrier.  Blasting  by  gunpowder  was 
found  impracticable,  nrom  the  diffi- 
culty of  firing  the  powder  at  consi- 
derable depths  in  the  ice,  and  firom 
the  comparatively  small  masses  re- 
moved by  this  means.  -After  much 
consideration  and  many  trials,  a  mode 
has  been  adopted  and  put  in  execu- 
tion by  M.  Yeneti,  wnlch  promises 
the  greatest  success. 

"M.  Venetz  had  remarked  that  the 
glacier  could  not  support  itself  where 
the  river  was  of  a  certain  width,  but 
fell  into  it  and  was  dissolved;  whereas, 
where  the  river  was  comparatively 
narrow,  the  ice  and  snow  formed  a 
vault  over  it,  and  consequently  tended 
to  the  preservation  of  any  portion 
flailing  fn>m  the  glacier  above.  Fer- 
oeiring  also  the  eflect  of  the  river  in 
dissolving  the  part  it  came  in  contact 
with,  he  formed  and  executed  the  de- 
sign of  bringing  the  streams  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  by  a  canal  to 
Mauvoisin,  opposite  the  highest  part 
of  the  glacier  where  it  touched  that 
mountam.  From  hence  it  was  con- 
ducted by  wooden  troughs  on  to  the 
glader  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
valley.  The  water  was  divided  into 
two  streams;  one  Iklling  nearly  on 


PiecP' 4r  Savoy , 


ROUTE  136. — ^VAL  DE  BAONES. 


387 


the  one  edge  of  the  DraDce,  and  the 
other  on  the  other;  and  having  been 
warmed  bj  the  son  in  its  course,  soon 
out  very  deep  channels  in  the  ice. 
When  they  reached  the  river  the 
troughs  were  removed  a  few  feet,  and 
thus  the  stream  produced  the  effect  of 
a  saw,  which,  dividing  the  ice,  forced 
the  portion  bet^'een  them  to  fall  into 
the  Drance. 

"  When  the  weather  is  fine,  these 
streams,  which  are  not  more  than  4 
or  5  inches  in  diameter,  act  with  ex- 
traordinary power,  piercing  a  hole 
200  feet  deep  and  6  feet  in  diameter 
in  24  hours.  They  are  calculated  to 
remove  100,000  cubical  feet  of  ice 
from  the  barrier  daily,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  if  the  weather  is  fine 
the  whole  will  be  removed  in  three 
years. 

**  At  the  end  of  the  season  of  1822 
the  Drance  remained  covered  only  for 
a  length  of  480  feet;  whereas,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  operation,  it 
was  covered  over  a  length  of  1350 
feet.  M.  Venetz  estimates  the  quan- 
tity of  ice  removed  in  1822  as  between 
11  and  12  millions  of  cubical  feet" — 
Bib.  Unw.  xxiL  58. 

**The  main  glacier  of  Getros  lies 
high  up  amidst  the  defiles  of  Mont 
Pleureur,  and  is  not  visible  from  the 
path  along  the  opposite  side  of  the 
vallev.  The  glacier  which  did  the 
mischief,  now  reduced  in  size,  resem- 
bles a  mass  of  umnelted  snow,  lying 
in  the  depths  of  the  defile,  and  in 
reality  consists  of  firagments  which 
havo  fidlen  from  the  upper  glacier 
over  a  cliff  of  enormous  hei^t,  at 
whose  edge  it  terminates.  The  defile 
is  so  narrow  that  these  dirty  feUen 
f ragfments  still  partially  bar  the  course 
of  the  river,  and  must  continue  to 
choke  the  outlet  until  a  tunnel  be 
formed  for  the  passage  of  the  water 
beneath  them.'*— See  Forbes, 

The  path  now  lies  across  the  bed 
of  the  glacier-lake,  whose  bursting 
did  so  much  mischief:  4  hours'  walk 
from  Chable;  l-}  hour  further  lie  the 
chillets  of  TorembeCf  above  Getros, 
which  can  be  reached  in  good  time  in 
one  da^  from  Martigny;  and  those 
who  wish  to  cross  the  glaciers  oaa 


sleep  there,  or  at  Chermontane,  and 
reach  Aosta  on  the  following  day. 

The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley,  crossing  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Drance,  presents  scenes  of  greater 
grandeur  than  any  below.  As  the 
valley  turns  to  the  S.E.  several  gla- 
ciers come  into  sight,  that  of  fire- 
nay  is  passed  on  Uie  L,  and  that  of 
Durano,  descending  on  the  rt  from 
the  Mont  Combin,  stretches  over 
across  the  Drance.  It  requires  to  be 
traversed  in  order  to  reach  the  pas- 
tures, on  which  stand  the  chalets  of 
Chermontane,  on  the  W.  of  the  valley, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  Avril.  These 
are  on  a  larger  scale  than  usual,  and 
they  afibrd  the  best  quarters  for  any 
one  seeking  to  explore  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains;  but  a  duQet  is,  at  the 
best,  a  very  comfortless  8toppin|^-place. 
The  Mont  Avril,  whose  summit  is  easily 
reached  from  Uiese  chalets  in  4  hrs., 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
neighbouring  Alns. 

[From  the  chalets  of  Chermontane 
there  is  a  somewhat  difficult  and  labo- 
rious glacier  pass,  the  Col^iu  Mont 
Roiuje,  leading  to  the  head  of  Val 
d'Her^mence,  the  W.  branch  of  the 
Eringer-thal,  or  Yal  d'Erin.  From 
thence  Sion  miffht  be  reached  on  the 
same  day;  or,  by  crossine  the  ridge 
separating  the  glacier  dHer^mence 
from  the  Combe  d'AroUa,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  push  on  to  the  comfortable 
inn  at  Evolena.  In  either  case  the 
day's  Journey  is  a  severe  one,  fit  only 
for  well-tramed  pedestrians.]  Ber- 
nard Trolliet,  of  Getroz,  is  considered 
the  best  chasseur  and  g^ide  in  the  Val 
de  Bagnes. 

Professor  Forbes  did  not  descend 
to  the  chldels,  but  keeping  high  up  on 
the  flanks  of  Mont  Avril,  skirting  the 

§  lacier,  mounted  by  a  tedious  but  not 
ifficult  ascent  to  the 

Col  dea  FenStres,  9213  feet  above  the 
sea-level.  Calvin  fled  by  this  pa«8 
from  Aosta  in  1541. 

"  The  view  towards  Italy  is  won- 
derfuUy  striking.  The  mountains  (of 
Cogne)  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  Ruitor,  are  spread  out  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  beneath  we  have  the  ex- 
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eeeding  deep  Talley  of  Ollomont,  oom- 
municating  wilh  the  Val  Felline, 
which  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Val 
d'Aosta.  It  is  enclosed  by  ridges  of 
the  most  fiuitastie  and  savage  gran- 
dear,  which  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains on  either  side  of  the  Col  on  the 
N.Ej.  from  Mont  Gombin,  rising  to  a 
height  of  14,200  ft.,  and  on  the  S.E. 
from  Mont  Gelee,  12,000  ft  high, 
and  almost  too  steep  to  bear  snow, 
presenting  a  perfect  ridge  of  pyra- 
midal aiguilles  stretching  towards  Val 
Pellina.— Pro/.  Forbes. 

The  coarse  from  the  Col  des  Fend- 
tres  to  Val  Pellina  is  to  skiri  the  base 
of  the  peaky  ridges  of  Mont  OelSe, 
passing  a  small  lake  by  a  rapid  de- 
scent, and  reaching  the  pastures.  The 
descent  is  long  and  fatiguing  to 
Balme,  the  first  hamlet,  and  to  Ollo- 
mont, where  there  are  traces  of  an 
aqueduct  biiilt  by  the  Romans  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  Augusta  Frstoria. 
Thence  the  road  descends  through 
the  Tillage  of  Val  Pellina,  whence  the 
path  lei^s  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
river  tilf  it  Joins  the  main  road»  about 
2  m.  firom 

A08TA.    (Bte.  134.) 


ROUTE  137. 

XARTIONT  TO  OOURXATEUR. 

A.  BY  THE  COL  DE  FERREX. 

B.  BY  THE  COL  DE  LA  FENETRE. 
C   BY  THE  COL  DE  SERENA. 

X,  Col  de  Ferrtx, 

Honre. 
MarUgDf. 

Oni^rM       4 

La  Folie 2* 

Col  Ferrex 2 

Oonmuiyeur 4 

The  most  direct  route  from  Mar- 
tigny  and  the  Valais  to  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blauc  is  by  the  Col  de  Ferrex. 
The  scenery  on  the  Piedmontese  akie 
is  fine,  but  wants  variety. 

An  active  pedestrian  will  accom- 
plish the  distance  in  1 1^  hrs. 

The  route  from  Martigny  to  Or- 
sih^s  has  been  described  Rte.  1S5. 

At  Orai^res  a  path  turns  off  on  the 
rt.,  eaters  the  VcU  Ferrex^  which  is  the 
name  given  to  the  valley  on  the  Swiss 
side  mounting  towards  the  Col,  as 
well  as  to  the  Piedmontese  valley  de- 
scending from  thence  towards  Cour* 
mayeur,  and  forming,  in  fact,  a  con* 
tinuation  of  the  AU£  Blanche.  The 
road  to  the  Col  mounts  along  the 
bank  of  the  torrent,  and,  after 
pursuing  a  tolerable  road  to  Issert^ 
the  principal  village,  4^  hrs.  dis- 
tant from  Marticny,  ascends  ra- 
pidly towards  the  higher  hamlets  of 
Pra  le  Fort  and  Branche.  The  moun- 
tains which  bound  tlie  valley  to- 
wards the  W.  are  lofly,  and  crowned 
with  the  northern  extremity  of  those 
vast  glaciers  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc  which  descend  towards  the  Vol 
Ferrsx,  as  the  glaciers  of  Salena,  Por- 
talet,  and  Neuve. 

There  is  nothing,  however,  re- 
markable in  the  scenery  of  the  Swiss 
Val  Perrex.  The  route  leads  up  a 
sueceasitm  of  rather  flat  divisions  of 
the  valley,  fWNn  Issert  to  the  CMUeU 
de  Folie^  distant  S  hrs.  On  the  rt, 
the  short  transversal  valleys  descend- 
ing from  the  N.E.  end  of  the  Mont 
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Riane   chain  are  the   channels    for 
glaciers. 

Above  the  ChAlets  de  Folic  the 
usual  path  to  the  Col  Ferrex  leads 
up  through  the  Chklets  of  Ferrex,  o^er 
the  detritus  of  a  mountain  which  fell 
in  the  year  177fi,  burying  the  pas- 
turages of  fiauderai.  rfear  to  these 
ch&lets  two  paths  separate — ^that  on 
the  1.  leading  over  the  Col  de  la 
Fendtre  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  that 
on  the  rt  to  the  Col  Ferrex, 

[A  short  path  leads  to  another  Col, 
close  to  the  chain  of  M.  Blanc,  called 
the  Littte  Ferrex,  It  is  not  a  mule- 
path,  and  the  distant  views  are  infe- 
rior. The  paths  re-unite  at  Pr^  de 
Bar.1 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  part 
of  the  Val  Ferrex  belong  to  the  Con- 
Tent  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  and 
at  this  distance  from  the  hospice  (4 
or  5  leagues)  the  brethren  obtain  all 
their  wood  and  some  haj,  which  is 
eonveyed  to  them  by  mules  over  the 
Col  de  la  Fenetre. 

From  the  crett  of  the  Coi,  the  view 
along  the  S.E.  side  of  Mont  Blanc, 
towards  Piedmont,  is  one  of  the 
scenes  celebrated  by  Saussure.  The 
eye  is  carried  through  the  Val  d*£n- 
troves  and  the  All^  Blanche  to 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an  extent 
of  80  m.  Numerous  glaciers  are 
seen  on  the  rt,  streaming  down  into 
the  yalley  from  the  ridge  of  Mont 
Blanc;  but  the  *«  Monarch"  himself 
is  not  seen— the  enormous  masses  of 
the  Grand  Jorasse  and  the  G^ant 
conceal  him  in  this  view.  In  the 
opposite  direction,  the  Swiss  Val 
Ferrex  is  seen,  bounded  on  either  side 
by  lofty  mountains,  and  the  distance 
is  limited  only  by  the  Bernese  Alps. 

The  descent  is  over  a  soft  slaty  soil, 
in  which  the  tracks  of  sheep  and 
cattle  have  cut  deep  trenches,  in  which 
if  a  man  stand  he  is  half  concealed. 
10  min.  below  the  Col  a  cross  is 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice 
which  the  path  passes.  It  serves  to 
guide  the  course  of  the  ascending  tra- 
veller, though  fh>m  below  it  seems 
to  be  placed  on  a  prramidal  mass  of 
rock  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
attain.     Far  in  the  deep  valley  the 


stream  flowine  into  Italy  appears  like 
a  thread  of  silver. 

An  hour  and  a  half  of  fatiguing 
descent  brings  the  traveller  to  the 
Ch&lets  of  Prtf  de  Bar,  {Inn:  toler- 
able.) 

Near  Pre  de  Bar  the  vast  glacier 
of  Triolet  sweeps  down  from  tho 
crest  which  divides  this  glacier  from 
the  masses,  which,  on  the  other  side, 
form  the  glacier  of  TaUfre.  Below 
the  glacier  of  Trioiet,  the  road  de- 
scends by  a  fatiguing  path,  amidst 
rocks  and  stones  and  bushes,  pre- 
senting a  scene  of  Alpine  desola- 
tion. The  valley  is  very  narrow,  and 
each  rift  on  the  mountain  side  towards 
Mont  Blanc  has  its  glacier  hanging 
down  ftx>m  the  summit.  Not  less 
than  7  distinct  glaciers  are  passed 
in  the  course  of  this  valley  oeforc 
reaching  the  village  of  Entrives,  near 
to  Cormayeur.  These  chiefly  de- 
pend from  the  masses  which  form  the 
Grand  Jorasse,  and  the  remarkable 
peak  of  the  Geant.  A  few  miserable 
villages  in  the  Val  d'Entrdves  are 
passed.  The  highest  is  Sagion ;  those 
below  are  Pr4-sec  and  PUn-pansier. 
More  than  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley is  passed,  on  the  ckscent,  before 
Mont  Blanc  is  seen.  When  its  pro- 
digious mass  opens  to  the  view,  the 
effect  is  overwhelming.  The  rugsed- 
ness  of  the  descent  is  increased  by 
passing  over  the  debris  of  a  mountain 
fall  beneath  the  Geant  This  passed, 
the  river,  which  descends  through  the 
Val  d'Entr^ves,  is  crossed,  the  rillage 
of  Entr^ves  is  left  on  the  rt,  and, 
winding  along  a  path  by  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  you  reach 

Courmayeur  (Rte.  134). 

B.  Cot  de  la  Fenitre, 

Bj  allowing  2  easy  days  for  the  Jour- 
ney from  l^rtigny  to  Courmaytur 
the  pedestrian  may  combine  a  visit  to 
the  St  Bernard  with  the  view  of  the 
All^  Blanche  from  the  Col  de  Ferrex. 
which  is  one  of  the  striking  scenes  in 
the  tour  of  Mont  Blaoc.  Going  on 
the  first  day  to  the  Hospice  of  the 
St  Bernard  (Rte.  135),  he  may  take 
a  guide  to  lead  him  trom  thence  by 
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the  Coldela  FwAtre  to  the  head  of  the 
Swiss  Val  Ferret.  The  way  U  pretty 
well  traced,  as  wood  is  carried  by  this 
track  to  the  Hospice ;  but  a  little  fresh 
SDow  would  be  sufficient  to  conceal  it, 
when  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
find  the  true  direction.  3^  hrs. 
suffice  to  reach  the  point  where  this 
path  leads  into  the  ordinary  route 
from  Orsi^res  to  the  Col  de  Ferrex,  a 
little  below  the  somlnit  of  the  pass. 

c.  Col  de  Serena, 

This  is  the  best  route  for  pe- 
destrians who  wish  to  pass  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  then  to  reach  Cour- 
mayeur  by  the  shortest  wa^.  It  is 
net,  however,  a  very  interesting  pass. 
The  shortest  course  is  to  follow  a 
path  which  turns  to  the  rt.  elose  to 
the  Vacherie  of  the  Hospice,  and, 
winding  round  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains, reaches  the  chlklet  at  the  foot  of 
the  Col  de  Serena,  where  it  joins  the 
regular  track.  This  is  a  considerable 
short-cut,  but  is  very  fatiguing,  and 
requires  a  local  guide.  A  good  walker 
may  easily  get  to  Courmayenr  this 
wa^  in  7  hrs.  The  ordinary  route, 
which  is  passable  for  mules,  descends 
as  far  as  St.  Remy  on  the  way  towards 
Aosta.  You  there  take  the  road  to 
the  rt  to  the  Tillage  of  Bonet^  then 
through  fields  for  \  hr.,  and  yon 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Col.  Half  an 
hr.'s  ascent  through  a  pine-forest 
brings  yon  to  the  last  chalet  where 
milk  and  cheese  may  be  obtained  as 
long  as  the  cows  are  on  the  mountain. 
Here,  instead  of  following  a  road  to 
the  rt.,  go  up  the  mountain  by  a  sigzag 
path  immediately  behind  the  chalet, 
and  1^  hr's.  good  walking  will  land 
you  on  the  top  of  the  Col.  This 
part  of  the  road  is  exceedingly 
steep,  but  the  view  from  the  sum- 
mit well  rewards  your  labour.  The 
scenery  is  very  wild,  especially  to- 
wards the  N.  and  N.W.,  offering  a 
great  contrast  to  the  beautifully  cul- 
tivated valley  of  Aosta,  which  shortly 
afterwards  (just  above  the  village  of 
Morgee)  you  see  extended  at  your 
feet.  From  Morges  to  Morgex,  on 
the  high  road   between  Aoata   and 


Courmayeur  (Rte.  134),  is  a  walk 
down  a  stony  path  of  about  ^  hr. 
Thence  to  Courmayeur  2  hrs.  walk ; 
in  all  about  9  hrs.  from  the  Hospice. 
The  Serena  abounds  with  ptarmigan 
and  chamois. 

There  is  another  pass,  called  the 
CU  de  SL  Bemy,  by  which  the  Val 
Ferrex  may  be  reached  on  the  Pied- 
montese  side  of  the  Col.  There  is  no 
advantage  in  this.  It  is  longer 
than  the  Serena,  and  you  lose  the 
view  of  the  All^  Blanche  from  the 
Col  de  Ferrex. 
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Diliffenoes  all  the  way  to  Chamouni, 
in  9  nrs.,  the  road  having  been 
remade  or  greatly  improved  by 
the  French  Government  The  jour- 
ney from  Qeneva  to  St.  Martin  oc- 
cupies about  6  hrs. ;  Voituriers  about 
the  same  time :  from  St  Martin  to 
Chamouni  5  hrs.  A  carriage  and  pair 
cost  80  frs.  Pedestrians  will  find  it 
as  pleasant  to  walk  from  St.  Martin 
to  Chamouni,  and  will  traverse  the 
distance  in  afciout  4  or  5  hrs.  On  no 
account  be  deluded  into  paying  for  the 
double  journey  by  diligence  or  other* 
wise,  to  return  to  Geneva.  There  are 
several  routes  from  Chamouni  of  great 
interest  by  which  you  may  avoid  re- 
tracing your  steps  oy  the  same  road. 

Travellers  posting  in  their  own 
carriages  must  send  them  round  from 
St  Martin  or  Chamouni  to  Martigny, 
if  they  intend  crossing  Uie  Tete  Ifoin 
or  Col  de  Baime. 

Geneva  is  left  for  Chamouni  by 
the  Grande  Place  and  the  new  quarter 
on  Uie  site  of  the  levelled  Porte  de 
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Biye.    For  some  miles  the  road  is 
lined  with  neat  villas  and  gardens. 

Ckesne — on  the  Seime — is  one  of 
the  largest  villages  in  the  republic. 
The  road  offers  some  fine  views  of 
the  1.  Yoirons,  rt.  Mont  Sal^ve, 
the  picturesque  red  Chateau  de  Mor- 
nex,  and  the  range  of  the  Jura. 
Soon  after  leaving  Chesne,  the  road 
crosses  a  little  stream,  the  Foron, 
which  has  its  source  in  the  Yoirons, 
and  is  the  boundary  between  the  can- 
ton of  Geneva  and  the  Savoy  frontier. 
A  little  beyond  it,  at  Annemasse, 
is  the  station  of  the  French  douane. 
On  the  first  rising  ground  beyond, 
the  Mdle^  a  conical  mountain,  is  seen 
in  all  its  height,  5800  feet,  partly 
concealing  the  only  hollow  in  the 
range  of  mountains  beyond,  up  which 
the  course  to  Chamouni  lies. 

Beyond  Annemasse  the  road  runs 
up  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  in  which 
the  blanched  stones  mark  by  their 
breadth  how  furious  the  river  must 
be  after  storms.  A  new  road,  well 
engineered,  and  a  handsome  lofty 
bridge,  effidct  the  passa^  of  the 
Menoge,  nearly  on  a  level,  avoiding 
the  arduous  descent  and  ascent  of  the 
old  road.  It  next  passes  over  an  ele- 
vated plain,  and  soon  reaches 

The  village  of  Nangy.  A  little 
beyond  there  are  some  ruins  on  the 
right;  and,  after  passing  Contamines, 
are  seen  those  of  the  Chdteau  of  Fau' 
crpit/t  that  gives  its  name  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Faucig^y.  The  road  now 
passes  so  near  to  the  Mdle,  that  this 
mountain  is  an  imposing  and  beautiful 
object.  Upon  it  an  obelisk  has  been 
built — one  of  the  points  in  a  trigono- 
metrical survey  of  Savoy.  Beyond 
Contamines  the  road  declines.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  Arve  pre- 
sent a  bold  aspect,  and  the  entrance  is 
striking,  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  to 

Bonneville  {Tnns :  Couronne;  Ba- 
lances), before  the  annexation  to 
France  the  chief  place  in  the  province 
of  Faucigny;  it  is  in  the  diocese  of 
Annecy,  and  had  a  prefecture.  The 
population,  once  3000,  has  gradually 
dwindled  to  1500. 

The  top  of  the  M61e  may  be  reached 
from  this  in  S|  hn. 


A  road  leads  over  the  hills  from 
this  place  to  Annecy,  and  thence  to 
Aix  ies  Bains  (Bte.  152). 

At  the  end  of  the  stone  bridge, 
built  1753,  over  the  Arve,  is  a 
Column  erected  in  honour  of  Carlo 
Felice,  and  in  gratitude  for  his  hav- 
ing added  to  ue  security  of  their 
town  by  the  formation  of  strong  em- 
bankments, to  restrain  the  furious 
Arve.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  statue 
of  the  Kinfi^,  and  is  95  feet  nigh. 

The  road  now  lies  between  the  Mole 
and  the  Mont  Brezon,  the  range  that 
on  the  right  bounds  the  valley  of  the 
Arve,  which  is  here  rich  in  culti- 
vation. The  road,  after  some  time, 
undulates,  and  passes  through  the 
villM;es  of  Yaugier  and  Scionzier;  be- 
yond which  the  valley  widens.  Here 
the  Arve  is  joined  by  the  Giffre; 
a  torrent  that  descends  from  the 
Buet,  flows  through  the  valley  ot 
Sixt,  and  by  the  town  of  Tanninges. 
(See  Rte.  143.)  Scionsier  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Yall^  du  Ke'posoir. 

The  road  continues  dose  unddr  the 
Brezon  until  its  precipices  frown  over 
the  route  near  Cluses.  Here,  crossing 
the  Arve,  on  a  stone  bridge,  it  enters 
the  town  of 

Clwes  {Inns:  Parfiute  Union:  Ecu 
de  France),  an  old  town  ;  was  almost 
all  burnt  down  in  1843,  but  has  been 
rebuilt,  away  from  the  mouth  of  the 
gorge;  in  which  it  originally  stood. 
The  wind,  issuing  as  from  a  furnace- 
blast  bellows  out  of  this  gorge,  used 
to  foment  any  accidental  fire  into  a 
general  conflagration,  and  from  this 
cause  Cluses  has  suffered  many  times. 

The  population  is  about  2250;  and 
man^  persons  are  employed  in  watch- 
making, for  which  this  town  was 
more  celebrated  in  the  last  century. 
The  Cluses  artizans  prepare  mcnemenU 
of  watches  in  a  rough  state,  for  the 
watchmakers  in  Geneva  and  in  Ger- 
many. « 

On  leaving  Cluses,  the  road  is  car- 
ried through  the  defile  on  the  borders 
of  the  river,  and  beneath  grand  Al- 
pine precipices.  The  valley  is  very 
narrow,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Maglan, 
and,  in  some  places,  the  road  is  strait- 
ened in  between  the  river  and  the 
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bases  of  precipices,  which  actuallj 
overhang  the  IraTeller.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  well  wooded,  and  the 
scenery  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  wild. 

Before  arriving  at  Maglan,  the  pre- 
cipices on  the  left  retire  a  little,  form- 
ing an  amphitheatre,  which  is  filled, 
nearly  halfway  up,  with  the  debris  of 
the  mountain.  At  the  top  of  this 
talus,  800  feet  above  the  valley,  the 
Grotto  of  Balma  is  seen,  to  which  a 
mule-path  leads,  which  is  undistin- 
g^uishable  below.  At  a  little  hut  in 
the  hamlet  of  La  Balme,  mules  are 
kept  for  a  visit  to  the  grotto. 

Those  who  intend  to  go  on  to  Cha- 
mouni,  should  not  waste  any  time 
here;  for  2  hours  are  consumed  in 
seeing  the  cave :  but  if  the  day's  jour- 
ney be  only  to  St.  Martin  or  Sallenches, 
the  grotto  is  worth  a  visit.  Its  depth 
is  great:  it  enters  the  mountain  more 
than  1800  feet;  but  the  view  from  it, 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  valley, 
is  limited.  The  peaks,  however,  of  Mont 
Douron,  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  are  remarkably  fine  in  form. 

A  Uttle  beyond  La  Balme,  those 
who  are  amateurs  of  pure  water  may 
tCMte  from  a  spring  ipniich  bursts  out 
close  to  the  road  in  large  volume. 
Saussure  conjectared  that  it  might  be 
the  embouchure  of  the  channel  which 
empties  the  lake  of  Flaine,  in  the 
mountains  above. 

Maglan  lies  below  the  lofty  moun- 
tains on  the  right  bank  of  the  Arve; 
the  commune,  which  is  strangling, 
contains  nearly  as  many  inhabitants 
as  Cluses.  About  1^  league  beyond 
Maglan,  the  road  passes  close  to  one 
of  the  highest  waterfalls  in  Savoy, 
that  of  Nant  cTArpenaz;  the  stream  is 
small,  and  before  it  reaches  half  its 
first  descent  it  is  broken  into  spray, 
yet  its  shape  is  very  graceful,  and 
after  being  nearly  dissipated  and  dis- 
persed over  the  face  of  the  precipice, 
It  reforms  after  reaching  the  slope  or 
talus  of  soil  and  stones  which  it  has 
brought  down,  and  rushing  across  the 
road  oeneath  a  bridge,  it  flows  into 
the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime- 
stone, irom  which  it  descends,  is  re- 
markable for  its  tortuous  stratifica- 
tion,  forming  a    vast   curve.      The 


route  from  Geneva  is  so  much  fre- 
quented by  strangers  in  the  season, 
that  it  is  oeset  by  all  sorts  of  vaga- 
bonds, who  plant  themselves  in  the 
way  openly  as  beggars,  or  covertly 
as  dealers  in  mineral  specimens, 
^ides  to  things  which  do  not  require 
uieir  aid,  dealers  in  echoes,  by  firing 
small  cannon  where  its  reverberation 
may  be  heard  2  or  3  times.  These 
idle  nuisances  should  be  discounte- 
nanced. 

The  valley  increases  in  width,  and 
rich  fields  spread  up  the  base  of  the 
Douron;  on  the  L  the  peak  of  the  Ai" 
ffuiUe  de  Varens,  or  V^ran,  rises  nearly 
8000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

St.  Jfartm—Inni:  Hotel  du  Mont 
Blanc,  good,  better  than  any  at  Sal- 
lenches; B.  2^  fr.,  Br.  with  beefsteaks, 
2  fr.,  D.  4  fr. ;— Croix  Blanche. 

Within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  inn 
a  bridge  crosses  the  Arve,  and  leads 
to  the  town  of  Sallenches,  half  a  mile 
from  St.  Martin.  From  this  bridge  is 
a  noble  view  of  Mont  Blanc:  the  actual 
distance  to  the  peak  is  more  than 
12  miles  in  a  direct  line,  yet  so  sharp, 
and  bright,  and  clear  is  every  part  of 
its  stupendous  mass,  that  the  eye 
of  one  unused  to  such  scenes  is  utterly 
deceived,  and  led  to  underrate  the  dis- 
tance. On  looking  up  the  valley  over 
the  broad  winter-bed  of  the  Arve, 
however,  objects  recede,  and  give  the 
accustomed  impressions  of  distance  : 
above  this  rises  the  mountain  of  the 
Forclaz,  its  sides  clothed  with  pines, 
and  its  summit  with  pasturage.  Over 
these  are  seen  the  Aiguille  ou  Goute, 
the  Dome  du  Goute,  and  the  head 
of  the  loftiest  mountain  in  Europe, 
propped  by  ridges  of  aiguilles,  and 
the  intervals  of  these  filled  with 
glaciers. 

SaHenche$  (/mm  :  Bellevue ;  Le- 
man),  abouft  36  m.  ft'om  Geneva,  is  a 
little  town  of  wide,  straight  streets, 
containing  about  2000  Jnnab.,  risen 
out  of  the  ashes  of  one  which  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  Good 
Friday,  1840.  It  broke  out  while 
everybody  was  at  church,  and  thus 
got  ahead  before  it  could  be  checked. 
Many  lives  were  lost. 

At  SL  Martin,  or  Sallenches,  local 
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caliches,  chars,  mules,  and  guides 
for  Chamouni  are  found  in  abun 
duice.  A  char  to  Chamouni  (without 
return)  costs  12  frs.;  with  2  horses 
18  frs.  Postilion,  pourboire,  2  frs. 
extra.  The  tariff  of  the  Post-book 
should  be  consulted;  it  is  the  same  in 
both  places. 

Travellers  are  conveyed  hence  to 
Chamouni  in  open  landaus  or  ba- 
rouches, drawn  by  2  horses,  and  carry- 
inff  4  inside  and  2  out^  with  logsage. 
Though  the  distance  is  only  18  £ng. 
m.,  it  takes  up  4  or  5  hours. 

The  baths  of  St  Gervais  are 
scarcely  worth  the  detour  required, 
but  the  pedestrian  who  intends  to 
visit  Chamouni  and  return  by  Geneva 
is  advised  to  go  from  St.  Martin  up 
the  ri^t  bank  of  the  Arve  to  Ch^de, 
Servos,  and  Chamouni,  and  return 
by  the  Col  de  Fordas,  and  the  Baths 
of  St.  Gervais.  If,  however,  the  tra^ 
veller  should  not  intend  to  return  by 
the  valley  of  the  Arve,  he  gan  go 
round  by  the  Baths  of  St.  Gervais  to 
Chede,  or  cross  the  Col  de  Vosa  to 
Chamounu 

[FromSallenches  the  distance  along 
a  level  road  to  the  baths  of  St.  Gervais 
is  about  5  m.,  and  an  agreeable 
drive,  from  the  views  presented  of 
the  peak  of  Varens,  which  overhangs 
St.  Martin  and  the  valley  of  Maglan. 
The  road  turns  abruptly  on  the  right 
into  the  gor^e  of  the  Bon  Nant, 
a  stream  which  descends  from  the 
Bonhomme  to  the  Baths  of  St,  (?«r- 
oats,  with  a  boarding-house  (com- 
plaints of  the  management  have  been 
made  of  late  years;  English  travellers 
prefer  H.  du  Mont  Joli,  on  the  heights 
above,  descending  daily  to  bathe),  in 
a  beautiful  valley,  where  accommo- 
dation may  be  had  en  pension'  hot 
mineral  baths  for  the  sick,  and  delight- 
ful walks  around  for  the  convalescent. 
The  waters  are  at  100°  temperature; 
the  heat  of  BaUi  with  the  qualities 
of  Harrowgate:  they  contain  iron  and 
sulphur.  At  the  back  of  the  house, 
a  little  way  up  the  glen,  is  the  very 
fine  Cascade  du  Bon  Nant^  which, 
though  not  large,  is  extremely  pic- 
turesque. The  views  from  above 
Sk  Gervais  are  very  fine,  though  the 


higher  Alps  are  concealed;  but  the 
limestone  range  of  the  Airnille  de 
Varens,  above  St.  Martin,  is  singu- 
larly picturesque  in  its  outline  and 
detaa 

The  glen  is  a  cu/-<2(-mc;  for  chars 
there  is  no  leaving  it  upward;  it  is 
necessary  to  return  to  the  entrance, 
where  two  roads  branch  off — one, 
very  steep,  leads  up  to  the  village  of 
St.  Gervais,  in  the  V  al  Montjoie  (with 
an  excellent  hotel  and  pension,  H, 
du  Mcmt  Joli^  2200  ft.  above  the  sea; 
pension  7  frs.  a  day,  and  very  good), 
through  which  the  Bon  Nant  flows, 
until  it  falls  into  the  gulf  behind 
the  baths,  above  St.  Gervais.  This 
road  continues  through  the  villages 
of  Bionay  and  Tresse  to  Contamines, 
and  the  pass  of  the  Bonhomme.  (Rte. 
139.) 

Tne  other  road  at  the  entrance  of 
the  glen  of  the  baths  of  St.  Gervais, 
after  skirting  a  little  way  the  moun- 
tain base  below  the  Forclas,  leads 
across  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  and 
falls  into  the  char-road  to  Chamouni 
near  Ch^e,  2^  m.  from  the  baths. 

From  St.  Gervais  to  Chamouni  there 
are  2  mule-paths  over  the  mountains 
•*-by  the  Col  de  Votta^  a  pass  of  great 
interest,  on  account  of  its  noUe  view 
of  the  chain  of  Mont  Blanc,  5  hrs. 
walk;  by  the  Coldela  Fomlaz,  shorter, 
but  less  interesting^.] 

The  valley  of  the  Arve  above  St 
Martin  and  Sallenches  spreads  out 
into  a  wide  flat  plain,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  drained  lake-basin. 
Terrible  traces  are  still  to  be  seen 
of  the  flood  of  1 852,  which  in  many 
places  cut  itself  a  broad  channel 
through  fertile  fields,  carrying  away 
every  particle  of  soil  and  leaving  the 
bare  rock  exposed.  This  flood  de- 
stroyed nearly  all  the  bridges  from 
Chamouni-  to  St.  Martin,  and  com- 
munication from  Geneva  was  cut  off 
for  some  days.  Magnificent  views 
open  out  from  time  to  time  all  the  way 
to  Servos.    At  the  little  hamlet  of 

Ch^ey  the  road  steeply  ascends 
above  the  broad  plain  of  the  Arve. 
Near  to  Chede  there  is  on  the  left  a 
fine  cascade,  which  travellers,  who 
start  at  5  a.m.  for  Chamouni,  gene- 
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rally  mit  for  the  sake  of  the  beautiful 
iris  that  then  plays  over  it. 

[From  Ch^e  there  is  a  path  over 
the  mountains  in  about  8  hrs.  to  Sixt, 
by  the  Pointe  de  Platee  and  the  ch&lete 
ofLaSale(Rte.  143).] 

After  attaining  a  considerable 
height,  the  road  traverses  the  bed  of 
a  bttie  lake,  the  Lac  du  Chede;  in 
which,  as  in  a  mirror,  in  former  days 
a  fine  view  of  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc,  towering  over  the  lower  range 
of  mountains,  was  reflected;  this  was 
one  of  the  little  **  lions"  in  the  ex- 
cursion to  Chamouni;  but  a  ddb&cle 
of  black  mud  and  stones  descended 
in  1837,  and  filled  it,  and  the  lake  of 
Ch^de  is  no  more. 

The  road,  still  rising  above  the 
spot  where  the  lake  was,  turns  into  a 
deep  recess  of  the  mountain  side,  to 
cross  the  bed  of  a  wild  torrent,  which 
is  apt  to  cover  the  road,  after  every 
severe  storm,  with  rubbish.  From 
this  spot  there  is  a  descent  through 
a  forest  to  the 

Village  of  Servot  (a  tolerable  Inn) 
Here  the  horses  are  usually  rested, 
and  the  traveller  may  enjoy  a  glorious 
view  of  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc, 
which  is  concealed  nearer  to  Cha- 
mouuL 

Here  the  minerals  of  Mont  Blanc 
are  sold,  but  the  collections  at  Cha- 
mouni  are  larger. 

[At  Servoz^  g^des  may  be  had  to 
accompany  the  traveller  to  the  Bvet, 
one  of  the  panorama-commanding 
summits  near  Mont  Blanc,  and  up  to 
the  Col  d'Anteme^  a  mule-path  leading 
over  into  the  Valley  ot  Sixt  (Rte. 
143%  a  very  interesting  excursion.] 

The  mountain  above  bervoz  abounds 
in  tertiary  fossils. 

From  Servos  the  road,  after  cross- 
ing ^e  torrent  of  the  Diosa,  which 
descends  from  the  Buet,  near  the 
adit  of  a  oopper-mine,  lies  close  under 
the  foot  of  the  Breven,  between  this 
mountain  and  the  Arve,  which  issues 
at  Font  Pelissier  from  afine  gorge.  The 
valley  between  this  bridee  and  Servos 
was  once  alake,  produced,  probably, by 
a  mountain  fall  damming  np  the  valley 
of  Ch&telas,  by  which  the  Arve  de- 
scends to  the  vaUey  of  Sallenches.  Near 


the  Pont  Pelissier,  on  a  mound,  are 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  St.  MichaeL 

After  crossing  Font  Pelissier  an- 
other very  steep  and  stony  ascent 
opposes  the  traveller's  course,  cidled 
Les  Montets:  the  road,  an  effort  of 
nature  with  little  aid  from  man,  with 
difficulty  labours  up  its  rocky  slope. 
The  Arve  on  the  1.  rushes  down  it 
as  by  a  staircase  in  constant  leaps, 
in  pJaoes  plnnring  into  ravines  and 
chasms,  whose  depth  makes  one  shud- 
der to  look  down.  Arrived  at  the 
top  of  this  steep,  you  find  yourself  in 
an  upper  story  ot  the  valley  of  the 
Arve. 

From  the  Montets,  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blaac,  now  in  close 
proximity,  is  magnificent;  but  the 
summit  can  no  longer  be  seen;  it  is 
concealed  by  the  vast  Dome  dn  cfouto. 

The  course  firom  the  Montets  lies 
through  some  fine  meadows  to 

Leg  Ouches^  the  first  village  in  the 
valley  of  ChamounL 

[Here  diverge  the  path  over  the  Col 
de  Voza  to  St.  Gervais,  and  the  Col 
du  Bonhomme  (Bte.  139).] 

Even  from  Les  Montets,  the  white 
lines  of  glaciers  (§  16)  are  seen  to 
extend  themselves  into  the  valley. 
The  first  is  that  of  Taooney,  which  is 
2  m.  up  the  valley  above  Les  Ouches, 
it  is,  however,  so  mere  a  line  com- 
pared with  the  vastness  of  other  ob- 
jects around,  that  the  traveller  will 
probably  be  disappointed  in  its  appa- 
rent size.  Numerous  torrents  are 
passed,  descending  furiously  from  the 

Slaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  cutting 
eep  channels.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
to  maintain  the  parapets  and  bridges, 
which  are  liable  to  be  carried  away 
by  every  storm.  The  valley  now  ex- 
pands considerably. 

About  half  a  league  beyond  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  Tacone;^, 
is  the  hamlet  of  Bosaom^  and  near  it 
the  glaoier  of  BotaonSj  which  stretches 
further  out  into  the  valley  than  any 
other.  It  is  a  beautiful  object  at  a 
distance,  and  deserves  close  examioa- 
tionon  account  of  the  purity  of  its 
ice  and  the  elegant  and  fantastic  fonns 
of  its  ice  pyramids.  The  Pavilion,  at 
a  very  short  walk  from  the  high  road. 
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commanda  an  exeellemt  view  of  the 
glacier. 

[2  m.  below  Ghamoani  is  a  patibi 
(rt.)  by  which  you.  may  visit  the  Cas' 
cade  du  I>ca^J} 

A  little  above  the  glacier  of  Bos- 
8ons  the  Arre  is  crossed,  aod  the 
road  oontinues  on  its  right  bank.  At 
the  head  of  the  valleT  is  seen  the 
Glacier  du  Bois,  the  largest  in  the 
valley,  the  terminas,  in  fact,  of  the  Mer 
de  Glaoe.  This  lies,  however,  a  league 
beyond  the  village  of  Chamouni. 

CHAMOtmi.  Inna:  Hotel  Bo^al  de 
rUnion — two  houses  belonging  to 
the  same  proprietor;  that  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  river  has  the  best  rooms; 
— Hotel  de  Londres  et  d*Angleterre 
has  also  two  houses;  table  d'h6te  4  fr., 
wine  1  fr.  50  c. :  both  these  are  excel- 
lent hotels.  H.  de  Saussure,  with  a 
dependence  formerly  the  H.  de  la 
Couronne,  well  spoken  of.  H.duNord, 
moderate.  H.  du  Mont  Blanc,  good: 
visitors  are  taken  en  pension  at  8  fr. 
a  day  for  tfro  meals. 

In  August  and  September  the  inns 
are  frequently  so  full  that  travellers 
arriving  late  at  night  have  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation. 
The  mineral  warm  baths,  in  the  prin- 
cipal inns,  ofier  the  most  refreshing 
and  agreeable  luxury  after  the  fatigue 
of  mountain  excursions. 

Banker,  M.  Nerond. 

The  English  Church,  opened  1860  by 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  is  a  neat 
and  strong  building  of  granite,  hold- 
ing 200  persons,  erected  at  a  cost  of 
1340/.,  chiefly  from  £n^Iish  subscrip- 
tions. It  stands  outside  the  town  on 
L  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Montan- 
yert.  The  site  was  obtained,  after 
some  local  resistance,  through  the  in- 
tervention of  the  government  of  Turin. 

Chamouni  is  now  a  larre  and  im- 
portant community,  which  displays 
almost  the  bustle  of  an  English  water- 
ing-place in  what  was  once  the  most 
retired  of  Alpine  valleys.  With 
the  exception,  however,  of  the  enor- 
mous hotels  which  appear  to  have 
been  dropped  there,  the  village,  as 
most  other  Swiss  and  Savoy  villages, 
retains  its  pristine  appearance.  Great 
pai*t  of  it  'vas  burnt  m  1855. 
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The  viUa^  of  Chamouni,  or  la 
Prieurd,  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
from  a  B^iedictine  convent  esta- 
blished here  about  the  end  of  the 
11th  century,  was  known  earlier  than 
is  generally  imagined.  The  original 
act  for  founding  the  priory  bears  the 
seal  of  Count  Aymon,  and  a  reference 
to  «*Papa  Urbano"  (Pope  Urban  II.), 
which  fixes  the  date  between  1088 
and  1099— probably  about  1090.  This 
deed  conferred  a  grant  of  the  Vale  of 
Chamouni,  from  the  Col  de  Balme 
to  the  torrent  of  the  Dioza  near 
Servoz — about  7^  leagues  in  length, 
by  about  3  in  breMlth,  including 
the  mountain  sides  and  slopes.  From 
this  document  the  origin  of  the 
name  of  Chamouni  may  be  disco- 
vered. The  words  Campus  Munitfis, 
champ  muni,  or  fortified  field,  come, 
perhaps,from  its  moimtain  boundaries ; 
but  this  name  does  not  occur  after  the 
adoption  of  Prieuri.  The  first  visit 
recorded,  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva, 
within  whose  diocese  Chamouni  lay, 
was  in  the  15th  centurr;  when,  after 
visiting  the  abbot  of  Sallenches,.  he 
continued  his  perilous  journey,  accom- 
panied b^  the  abbot,  his  two  officiat- 
mg  clerical  attendants,  and  some 
menial  persona,  all  on  foot,  to  Cha- 
mouni, where  he  arrived  as  late  as 
Oct.  4,  1443.  In  1606  St.  Francois 
de  Sales  penetrated  into  this  remote 
comer  of  his  diocese. 

The  first  knowledge  of  Chamouni 
was  dearly  not  a  discovery  of  Wynd- 
ham  and  Pocock.  With  Geneva  and 
with  Germany  the  natives  of  Cha- 
mouni had  long  had  much  inter- 
course, and  their  £urs,  held  at  the 
priory,  brought  many  strangers.  The 
ordonnance  for  establishing  these  fairs 
was  granted  by  Philip  of  Savoy,  Comte 
of  Geneva,  and  bears  date  1530,  and  3 
years  later  he  gave  permission  for  the 
establishment  of  a  weekly  market, 
which  still  exists.  It  was,  however, 
Messrs.  Wvndham  and  Pocock's  ex- 
cursion to  Chamouni,  and  their  report 
of  it  in  the  Royal  Societi/'s  2)^ansacti(ms, 
in  1741,  which  aroused  in  this  country 
general  attention  towards  these  retired 
wilds  and  most  sublime  scenery.  They 
are  still  held  in  honour  at  Chamoum, 
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and  the  stone  where  they  are  erro- 
neously supposed  to  haye  slept  at  the 
side  of  the  glacier  was  called  Fierre  des 
Anglais,  and,  having  been  broken  or 
destroyed,  another  stone  has  been 
placed  there  by  the  yillsge  with  the 
inscription  '*]rooock  et  Wyndham, 
1741.^  Saussure's  first  yisit  took  place 
1760. 

The  Ouide$,  mules,  and  all  a£fiEurs 
connected  with  them  are  regulated  by 
the  state.  They  are  placed  under  the 
management  of  a  guide  en  chef,  and  ruled 
hy  an  elaborate  code  of  laws  and  tariff 
of  charges,  which  all  must  obey.  By 
these  regulations  more  than  200 
men  are  enrolled  as  guides,  supposed 
to  be  selected  for  their  intelligence, 
and  the  excellence  of  the  certificates 
given  to  them  by  employers  satisfied 
with  their  conduct.  To  the  guide  en  chef 
application  must  be  made  for  guides. 
The  men  are  inscribed  in  a  book, 
and  subjected  to  an  examination  as 
well  as  the  mules:  each  takes  his 
turn  (tour  de  rdle),  and  if  a  guide  be 
taken  out  of  his  turn  a  fine  of  25  fir. 
is  levied  on  him.  This  arrangement 
is  certainly  calculated  to  repress  emu- 
lation amongst  the  g^des,  and  great 
complaints  are  made  of  it  by  those 
who  wish  to  make  expeditions  into 
the  High  Alps,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
causes  for  preferring  Zermatt  as  a 
mountain  centre.     A  new  and  im- 

S roved  set  of  regulations  were  esta- 
lished  by  the  Kine  of  Sardinia  in 
1859,  on  tne  application  of  the  Alpine 
Club,  and  of  some  eminent  scientific 
men,  and  most  of  the  restrictions 
which  had  been  complained  of  were 
removed.  Since  the  annexation  of 
Savoy  to  France  the  retrograde  party 
snoceeded  for  a  while  in  re-estaolish- 
ing  the  old  rules.  They  now  permit 
travellers  to  choose  their  own  guides  if 

1.  They  desire  to  undertake  *'  ex- 
traordinary** expeditions. 

2.  If  engased  in  scientific  pursuits. 

3.  If  they  do  not  know  French,  and 
require  a  guide  to  speak  a  language 
they  know. 

4.  If  ther  desire  to  re<«ngage  a 
guide  they  have  had  in  former  years. 

5.  Ladies,  unaccompanied  'by  a 
gentleman. 


Members  of  the  Alpine  Club,  and 
those  who  can  give  eviaence  of  having 
frequently  made  expeditions  in  the 
high  Alps,  are  exempt  from  restric- 
tions of  the  tour  de  r51e,  and  also 
of  the  number  of  glides  they  take 
with  them.  The  charge  for  a  guide 
is  6  fr.,  and  6  fir.  also  for  a  mule. 
But  there  are  extra  charges  for 
seeing  particular  places,  according 
to  the  tariff.  Thus:  for  the  Jardin, 
10  firs.;  Buet,  IS  frs. ;  Grands  Mulets, 
40  firs.;  Col  du  G^ant,  50  frs.;  and 
Mont  Blanc,  100  firs.  Also  to  the 
Fleg^re  is  one  day;  and  if  the 
tourist  visits  the  source  of  the  Arvd- 
ron  on  his  return,  a  fiirther  charigte 
is  made,  and  so  on.  Persons  not 
accustomed  to  monntun  riding  will 
require  a  man  to  each  mule,  but  those 
who  can  manage  their  mules  need 
only  take  one  guide  to  four  mules. 
No  bonnemain  is  expected.  About 
300  horses  and  mules  are  kept  at 
Chamouni.  Many  of  the  Chamouni 
guides  are  first-rate  mouu(aineers,  and 
at  the  same  time  superior  in  educa- 
tion and  manners  to  most  men  of  their 
station  in  life.  Most  of  these  are 
usually  engaged  during  the  summer 
in  distant  expeditions,  m  which  they 
are  en^a|;ed  for  several  weeks  cw 
months  with  the  same  traveller. 

There  is  a  convention  between  the 
communes  of  Chamouni  and  Mar- 
tigny,  by  which  the  muleteers  of  the 
one  place  are  prevented  taking  em- 
ployment on  their  return  home:  thus 
securing  to  them  back  fare  or  double 
pay. 

Bread,  cold  meat,  and  wine,  or 
other  refireshments,  should  be  taken 
by  the  guide  to  the  Jardin,  the  Mont 
Breven,  or  other  distant  excursions. 

Kdhrli  Fr^res,  Auguste  Balmat,  and 
Co.,  keep  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  carved 
woody  polished  stones,  crystals,  &c. 
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KXCUBSI0M8  AROUND  CHAMOUNI. 

** AboTe  me  are  the  Alps, 

'llu*  Palaces  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pinnacled  in  duuds  their  snowy  scalps. 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  hslls 
or  cold  sublimity,  where  tormn  and  falls 
llie  Avalanche,  the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals, 
<  father  around  these  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  pierce  toHeaTen,  yet  leaire 
Tain  man  faielow." 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  the 
bustle  and  excitement  of  a  visit  to 
Chamouni.  The  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  travellers,  the  presence  ox  the 
guides  and  their  tales  of  adventures, 
Sie  plans  for  to-day  or  to-morrow,  the 
weather,  not  here  the  commonplace 
substitute  for  having  nothing  else  to 
say,  but  the  most  important  source  of 
enjoyment  or  disappointment  to  the 
traveller. 

a.  When  cloudy  weather  forbids 
your  thinking  of  excursions  in  which 
a  distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  to  the  Ccuoade  da  Dard  may  be 
made. 

This  Cascade  has  superseded  the 
Felerins,  Its  situation  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  it  is  a  little  nearer  Cha- 
mouni— about  4  of  an  hr.  from  the 
village.  It  win  well  repay  a  visit 
on  an  *'  off  day."  Cross  the  bridge 
and  turn  to  the  rt.,  and  in  less 
th'an  10  min.  you  will  find  the  path 
divide  at  the  second  cluster  of  cottages. 
Take  the  1.  or  upper  one,  which  passes 
a  sort  of  little  amphitheatre  of  ground 
hollowed  in  the  fields,  and  hear  to 
the  L  towards  and  through  a  pine- 
wood  in  a  slanting  and  southerly 
direction.  The  path  is  tolerably  dear, 
and  leads  to  the  edge  of  a  ravine  of 
large  boulders  of  granite,  through 
which  the  stream  which  feeds  and 
flows  from  the  cascade,  runs.  Do  not 
cross  this  stream,  but  keep  up  its 
right  side,  throufrh  a  small  mountain 
meadow  of  an  irregular  shape  (take 
the  centre  path),  and  you  will  soon 
see  the  chalet  of  the  cascade,  at 
which  refreshments  can  be  had, 
before  you,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
stream,  to  which  you  must  cross  by  a 
plank.  Then  descend  to  the  bottom 
of  the  fall  by  a  path  at  the  corner  of 


the  chalet  The  situation  of  this 
cascade  is  charming,  and  well  repays 
a  visit.  You  may  return  if  you  please 
by  a  path  which  descends  to  the 
village  of  Les  Pelerins,  or  an  easy  and 

Eleasant  walk  of  aboMt  f  of  an  hr. 
rings  you  to  the  Glacier  des  ^ssons. 
The  rock  which  occasioned  thepeculitur 
shape  of  the  cascade  des  Pelerins  has 
been  carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and 
the  Pterins  is  no  longer  worth  a  visit. 
From  the  Cascade  du  Dard  there  is 
also  a  path  which  leads  you  in  about 
2  hrs.  by  a  steep  but  safe  ascent  t(i 
the  Ch&let  de  la  Pierre-Pointue,  which 
is  the  first  stage  on  the  Chamouni 
route  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Blaiu-. 
This  is  a  pleasant  walk,  for  the  most 
parfethrough  a  pine  and  larch  forest, 
with  fine  and  near  views  of  the  Glacier 
des  Bossons  on  your  1.,  and  of  the 
Br^vent  and  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  oii 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 

6.  The  Montanvert. — This  is  gene- 
rally the  first,  often  the  only  excur- 
sion made  from  Chamouni.  The  ob- 
ject of  it  is  to  visit  the  Mer  de  Giace, 
the  great  glacier  which  terminates  in 
the  Gla«ner  du  Bois,  and  the  source  of 
the  Arveron,  in  the  valley  of  Cha- 
mouni. There  is  a  mule-road,  and  the 
inn  or  pavilion  on  the  Montanvert 
may  be  reached  on  mules  in  2  hrs.: 
to  descend  takes  about  1^  hr.  Nu 
occasion  for  a  guide  except  to  show 
the  way,  which  is  very  easy  to  find. 
To  eo  to  the  Montanvert  you  cross 
the  Arve  and  keep  to  the  1.  over  the 
meadows,  by  a  path  which  traverses 
the  valley  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  path  rises  above  the  valley, 
through  the  forest  of  pines  skirting 
the  base  of  the  mountain,  in  some 
places  rather  steep;  when  once  in  the 
wood  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the  way. 

After  a  scramble  amidst  rocks,  and 
the  roots  of  pines  and  larches,  occa- 
sional openings  among  the  trees  afford 
peeps  into  the  valley  of  the  Arve  up 
and  down,  of  the  Fleg^re  and  Breven 
opposite,  and  mark  the  height  rapidly 
attained.  Sometimes  the  path  crosses 
the  channels  of  winter  avalanches. 
As  you  mount  higher,  that  gigantic 
obebsk  of  granite,  the  Aiguille  de  l)ru, 
peers  down  upon  you  from  above  ihe 
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pine  •tops,  and  becomes  a  most  striking 
feature  in  the  scene. 

An  Inn,  or  Pavilion,  a£fbrding  li- 
mited sleeping  accommodation  (3 
bed-rooms)  and  moderate  fore,  has 
been  built  on  the  Montanvert,  and  is 
kept  by  the  worthy  guide,  David 
Coutet.  It  has  succeeded  to  the 
rude  hut,  composed  of  a  boulder  stone 
and  diT  wall  turfed  over,  beneath 
which  Saussure  slept,  and  to  the  regu- 
larly built  cabin,  called  **  Chateau  de 
Blair,"  from  the  Englishman  who 
erected  it,  1778-81.  Here  Professor 
Tyndall  spent  many  weeks  while  in- 
vestigating the  theory  of  glacier 
movement.  The  inn  is  a  good 
station  for  visiting  the  higher  part  of 
;the  Mer  de  Glace,  Jardin,  &c*;  al- 
though the  thermometer  sometimes 
sinks  to  39^  Fahr.  in  Sept.  Prof. 
Forbes  determined  its  height  above 
the  sea-level  at  6303  ft. 

Erom  the  Montanvert  the  Mer  de 
Glace  is  seen  to  an  extent  of  2  leagues 
np  the  valley,  towards  the  Mont  Pe- 
riades  and  the  Aiguilles  of  Lechaud, 
on  either  side  of  which  a  branch  ex- 
tends ;  that  on  the  S.W.  forming 
the  Glacier  da  Qiant^  that  "extending 
nearly  due  S.  is  the  Olacier  de  Le^ 
chaudf  which  ag^in  divides,  sending 
off  to  the  E.  the  Glacier  du  Tallfre. 
The  view  of  this  enormous  sea  of  ice 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  scenes  of 
wonder,  but  its  great  extent,  from  the 
vast  size  of  every  object  about  it,  is  not 
appreciated  at  first*  Directly  across  the 
Jtter  de  Glace  are  some  of  the  finest  of 
those  pinnacled  mountains  which  form 
so  striking  and  peculiar .  a  feature  in 
the  Chamouni  scenery.  The  nearest 
is  the  Aiguille  de  Dnu,  and  further  on 
to  the  rt,  is  the  Aiguille  du  Moine.  A 
thousand  nameless  pinnacles  pierce 
the  clouds  between  them,  and  seem  to 
prop  the  loftiest  of  this  stupendous 
mass,  v^hich  is  the  Aiguille  Verte, 
rising  more  than  13,000  ft  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  nearly  7000  ft. 
above  the  Montanvert  Immediately 
below  the  Montanvert  is  the  Pierre 
des  Anglais.  As  you  ascend  to  the 
Montanvert  there  are  frequent  open- 
ings in  the  wood  which  afford  fine 
Yi^ws  of  the  Br^vent  and  the  Aiguilles 


Rouges,  which  well  deserve  attention; 
and  observe,  too,  the  beautiful  swelling 
bosoms  of  wood,  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  courses  of  the  mountain 
torrents,  which  are  situated  under 
that  range. 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  should,  at  least, 
descend  upon  it  to  have  a  just  idea 
of  its  character,  and  should  walk  far 
enough  upon  it  50  or  100  yds.,  to  ob- 
serve close  at  hand  the  intense  blu6 
colour  in  the  crevices,  which  cannot 
be  conceived  when  looking  down  from 
a  distance,  on  account  of  the  stones  and 
soil  which  cover  its  surface.  Those 
who  wish  to  see  more,  and  to  enjoy  the 
novel  feeling  of  walking  on  a  elacier 
and  finding  the  sun  intensely  hot 
upon  the  ice,  will  cross  the  glacier  to 
the  Chapeau  {g\  and  the  mules  may 
be  sent  round  to  meet  the  travellers  at 
the  foot  of  the  Chapeau.  The  passage 
of  the  glacier  occupies  about  naif  nn 
hour,  and  in  ordinary  seasons  presents 
no  danger.  Each  lady  will  require  a 
guide  to  assist  and  the  guides  generally 
make  an  extra  demand  for  so  doing. 
Those  who  do  not  cross  the  glacier  wQl 
return  from  the  Montanvert  by  the 
mule-path,  which  may  be  left  about  ^ 
an  hr.  from  the  top,  and  by  a  very 
steep  descent  called  FHliaz,  the  source 
of  uie  Arveron  (/)  may  be  reached. 
If  this  path  is  taken,  the  mules  should 
be  sent  on  to  meet  the  travellers  at 
Les  Pres. 

c.  The  Jarrfth.— Those  who  wish  to 
cross  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  visit  the 
Jardin,  on  the  Glacier  de  Tal^fre,  one 
of  the  most  striking  exatrsions  in  the  rjchole 
range  of  Vie  Alps^  may  either  sleep  at 
the  Montanvert  or  take  a  mule  up  to 
the  top  of  it.  Thence  it  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs.  to  the  Jardin,  and  3  to  return, 
and  the  whole  expedition,  including 
halts,  will  occupy  about  13  hrs.  Pro- 
visions can  be  ootained  at  the  Montan- 
vert. No  person  should  go  alone,  and 
those  not  well  used  to  the  glaciers 
should  take  a  guide  for  each  traveller. 
Ladies  who  venture  will  require  2 
guides.  The  great  object  of  the  ex- 
cursion is  to  enter  more  into  the  heart 
of  Mont, Blanc,  to  penetrate  into  its 
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profound  valleys,  and  witness  scenes 
of  more  savage  solitude.  Improve- 
ments in  the  path  are  projecteo.  As 
in  all  glacier  excursions,  the  diffi- 
culties to  be  encountered  vary  with 
the  state  of  the  ice,  the  width  of  the 
crevasses,  and  the  presence  or  absence 
of  fresh  snow. 

The  course  taken  is  to  follow  the  1. 
or  W.  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and 
reach  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  de 
C/tarmoz,  where,  owing  to  the  rarer 
occurrence  of  crevasses,  the  Mer  de 
Glace  can  be  crossed  with  safety. 
i  hr.  after  leaving  the  Montanvert  is, 
for  beginners,  the  first  difficulty  in 
the  journey,  called  "  Les  Pouts.  It 
is  a  narrow  path  cut  in  the  slaty  side 
of  a  precipice;  but  the  ledge,  though 
narrow,  affords  perfectly  good  holdine 
for  hands  and  feet  This  once  cleared, 
you  descend  upon  the  moraine,  along 
which  you  scramble  for  about  1i|  hr.; 
you  then  begin  to  cross  the  glacier. 
4  ridges,  covered  by  moraines^  which 
lie  in  the  direction  of  the  glacier,  are 
crossed.  Beyond  the  4th  moraine  a 
point  is  reached  where  the  glacier 
splits  into  2  great  arms:  1  turning rt., 
towards  the  Mont  Blanc,  takes  the 
name  of  Glacier  du  Geant;  the  other, 
on  the  L,  is  called  Glacier  de  Lechaitd, 
Our  way  lies  over  the  Lechaud,  nearly 
1^  hrs.  walk,  until  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  lower  extremity  of  that  of 
Talefre,  which  here  presents  a  very 
striking  appearance,  from  the  disrup- 
tion of  the  ice,  and  the  vast  and  wild 
masses  and  pyramids  into  which  the 
glacier  has  oroken,  in  its  abrupt 
descent. 

After  leaving  the  glacier  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  climb  the  rocks  of  the  Cou- 
vercle,  the  base  of  the  AiguiUe  du  Ta- 
Ufre.  The  path  lies  nearly  up  the  face 
of  the  rock,  to  climb  which,  in  some 
places,  the  hands  are  required,  as 
well  as  the  feet.  This  part  of  the 
passage  is  called  the  Egralets.  Above 
It,  where  the  path  is  less  steep,  and 
where  there  is  some  herbage,  the  tra- 
veller, after  walking  a  short  distance 
along  the  side  of  the  Glacier  du  Ta- 
lefre  till  he  finds  a  place  where  the 
glacier  is  smooth,  crosses  the  glacier, 
and  reaches  an  oasis  In  this  desert — 


an  island  in  the  ice — a  rock  which  is 
covered  with  a  beautiful  herbage,  and 
enamelled,  in  August,  with  flowers— 
this  is  the  Jardin  of  this  palace  of  na- 
ture. It  is  about  7  acres  in  extent, 
and  the  lowest  part  is  9030  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  giandeur  and  desolation 
of  such  a  spot  amidst  the  overwhelm- 
ing sublimity  of  the  surrounding  ob- 
jects, the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz,  Blai- 
tiere,  and  the  Geant,  and  the  enormous 
glaciers  that  encompass  them  ;  all 
vindicate  the  truth  of  the  poet's  de- 
scription,— 

"  Mont  Blanc  !s  the  monsreh  of  raoantain*} 
Tliey  crown  d  him  long  ago. 
On  a  throne  of  rocka,  in  a  robe  of  eloudt, 
Witli  a  diadem  of  ■now." 

In  returning  from  the  Jardin  to 
Chamonni  it  is  not  necessary  to  return 
by  the  Montanvert  There  is  a  path 
called  the  Monret  running  along  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  over 
the  lateral  Moraine  and  descending 
upon  the  Chapeau.  By  taking  this 
course  you  pass  near  those  remarkable 
phenomena  of  the  Glacier,  the  **  Mou- 
lins/'  and  3  pretty  waterfeUs,  coming 
down  from  the  heights  above.  The 
usual  plan,  however,  is  to  descend  by 
the  Egralets,  and  thence  to  walk 
down  the  glacier  and  look  into  the 
"Moulin,"  where  a  glacier  torrent 
falls  into  frightful  caverns  of  ice  then 
keeping  towards  the  L  to  get  upon 
the  moraine  again,  and  so  return  to 
the  Montanvert 

If  the  traveller  be  not  pressed  for 
time,  and  have  a  taste  for  such  sublime 
scenes,  he  may,  b}"  sleeping  at  the  Pa- 
vilion, enjoy  these  in  a  high  degree, 
by  exploring,  after  a  descent  from  the 
Jardin,  the  upper  part  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace  and  the  Glacier  de  Lechaud: 
for  this  there  will  be  time  enough, 
and  even  to  make  collections  of  plants 
and  minerals,  which  are  highly  inte- 
resting ;  the  former  at  the  Egralets 
and  on  the  Jardin,  and  the  latter 
on  the  Moraines  of  the  Glacier  of 
TaUfre;  and  on  the  E.  side  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace.  The  next  morning, 
instead  of  returning  by  the  beaten 
road  to  Chamouni,  the  traveller  may 
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explore  the  bases  of  the  Aigailles  be- 
tween the  Mer  de  Glace  and  Mont 
Blanc,  and  crossing  with  caution  the 
Glacier  da  Pelerin,  descending  from 
the  Aiguille  du  Midi,  he  wm  find 
himself  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
immediately  overlooking  the  Glacier 
du  Bossons,  not  far  from  the  point 
where  it  is  crossed,  opposite  the 
Grands  Mulcts,  in  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Blanc.  From  this  he  will  have  a  far 
better  idea,  than  from  any  other  point, 
of  the  real  nature  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  rtcenes  to  be  enjoyed,  in  that 
expedition.  A  very  steep  but  beau- 
tiful  descent,  chiefly  over  herbage, 
and  parallel  to  the  course  of  the 
Glacier  du  Bossons,  will  lead  him  to 
the  valley  of  Chumouni,  2  miles  below 
llie  village.  A  short  day  only  is  ne- 
cessary ror  this  interesting  excursion. 

d.  The  Flegire, — From  the  facility 
with  which  this  mountain  can  be 
ascended,  and  the  admirable  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  it  conmiands,  it  is 
the  one  most  generally  attained  by 
ladies.  It  may  be  accomplished  on 
mules  the  whole  way,  or  part  of  the 
way  in  a  char  by  those  who  are 
afraid  of  fatigue,  and  there  is  no 
occasion  for  a  guide  except  to  show 
the  way.  The  point  attained  lies 
exactly  opposite  the  Glacier  du  Bois, 
or  Mer  de  Glace  ;  and  from  no  point 
is  the  remarkable  group  of  Ai- 
guilles which  surround  the  Aiguille 
verte  more  finely  seen.  The  Mon- 
tanvert  is  visitea  for  the  sake  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Mer  de  Glace  ; 
the  Flegire,  to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  with  its  attendant  objects. 
From  Chamouni  to  the  Flegire  re- 
quires only  2^  hrs.,  and  about  2  hrs. 
to  return.  The  road  that  leads  to  it 
lies  up  the  valley,  to  the  hamlet  of  les 
Pres^  where  it  turns  off  to  the  1.  to- 
wards the  Aiguille  de  Charlanods,  one 
of  the  Aiguilles  Rouges,  where  a  steep 
path  up  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent 
commences  and  leads  up  to  the  pas- 
turage of  Pra  de  Viola.  Thence  a 
good  hour  through  a  wood  is  re- 
quired to  attain  the  Croix  de  la  Fle- 
G^dre,  which  commands  a  view  of  the 

We  range,  from  the  Col  de  Balme 


to  the  furthest  glacier  that,  below 
Chamouni,  streams  into  the  valley, 
which  lies  in  a  great  nart  of  its  extrnt 
in  delicious  repose  beneath  the  ob- 
server. 

Within  2  minutes'  walk  of  the  Cro.<s 
is  the  Ch&let  of  Flegire,  which  affords 
shelter  in  unfavourable  weather,  and 
where  refreshment  may  be  had  :  for 
sight-seeing  is  turned  to  ^ood  account 
in  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chamouni,  where  the  visitors  are 
numerous  enough  to  ensure  a  sale  of 
the  provision  made.  It  has  been 
enlarged,  and  even  contains  a  bed 
or  two.  The  height  of  the  Croix  de 
Flegire  is  6350  ft,  about  3000  feet 
above  the  valley.  There  is  a  path 
from  the  Flegire  to  the  Breven, 
rather  rough  in  some  places,  but  very 
interesting;  being,  in  fact,  a  lofty 
terrace  extending  about  4  m.,  and 
commanding  a  splendid  view  of  the 
Mont  Blanc  range. 

If  the  traveller  be  pressed  for  time, 
and  can  only  visit  one  of  the  spots 
of  interest  around  Chamouni,  it 
should  be  the  Montanvert ;  if  two, 
that  and  the  Flegire;  unless  he  feels 
capable  of  greater  tilings,  in  which 
case,  instead  of  the  Flegire,  he  should 
at  once  ascend  the 

e.  Breven, — A  compensating  excur- 
sion,' attended  with  some  fatigue,  vet 
easily  practicable  in  7  hrs.,  allowini^ 

2  hrs.  on  the  top.  A  good  walker  will 
ascend  from  Cnamouni  to  the  top  in 

3  hrs.  and  descend  in  2  hrs.  A  day 
should  be  devoted  to  it,  and  will  bo 
well  spent  There  is  a  good  mule-path, 
commencing  behind  we  Ch.  of  Cfui^ 
moimij  by  which  you  may  ride  in  2 
hours  to  the  ch&let  of  Planpra  (two- 
thirds  of  the  ascent),  where  the  mnles 
are  left,  and  where'  refreshments  ma}' 
be  had.  (A  mule-path  has  been  maJe 
by  the  French  Government  from 
PUnpra  to  Sixt  Kte.  143.) 

Above  Planpra,  either  a  fatiguing 
path  may  be  taken,  which  is  cut  in 
the  rooks,  or  one  that  leads  directly 
up  the  pasturages,  which,  when  dry, 
are  very  slippery  ;  some  patches  of 
snow  are  passed,  and  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  observe  the  red  fungus  upon 
it  which  Captain  Parry  noti<^  in  the 
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high  latitudes  of  his  northern  Toyages. 
At  the  end  of  an  hour  from  Planpra, 
the  path  reaches  the  base  of  a  steep 
rock,  which  it  is  necessary  to  climb  by 
/ra  Ckemmee^  a  sort  of  open  fissure  or 
chimney,  about  50  ft.  nigh,  in  the 
rock,  nearly  vertical,  with  rugged 
points  and  edges  to  be  grasped  by 
the  hands,  and  holes  for  the  feet. 
Above  it  the  path  is  not  steep,  but 
lies  over  stones  and  rocks,  requiring 
care  and  time,  to  the  summit  of 
the  Breven;  this  has  an  elevation  of 
about  8500  £ng.  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  or  5000  above  Chamouni, 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  height 
of  Mont  Blanc  above  the  valley.  This 
elevation,  however,  oilers  the  finest 
view  of  the  whole  mass  of  Mont  Blanc 
of  all  the  numerous  sites  whence  it 
can  be  seen.  Owing  to  this  proximity 
every  peak  and  glacier,  and  even 
crevices  in  the  glaciers,  can  be  dis- 
tinguished, as  weU  as  every' pasturage 
and  chalet  on  the  mountain  side  above 
the  pine-forests,  and  below  the  eternal 
snows.  It  is  a  glorious  view,  extend* 
ing  over  the  entire  range,  with  all  its 
aiguilles  and  glaciers,  from  the  Col 
de  Balme  to  the  Col  de  Vosa,  for 
the  cross  on  one  and  the  pavilion  on  the 
other  may  be  seen  from  the  Breven. 
From  the  Buet,  2000  ft  higher,  there 
is  a  more  extended  horizon,  but  the 
Breven  conceals  all  the  lower  belts  of 
Mont  Blanc;  and  as  the  Buet  is  double 
the  distance  from  the  peak  of  the 
**  Monarch,"  he  is  not  so  distinct,  nor 
offers  a  scene  half  so  grand. 

The  return  to  Chamouni  may  be 
varied  by  passing  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  Breven,  above  the  valley  of  Dio- 
za,  near  to  a  little  lake,  then,  de- 
scending by  the  ch&lets  of  Calaveiran, 
a  path  leads  down  fo  les  Ouches,  in 
the  valley  of  Chamouni,  and  thence 
up  the  valley  to  the  priory,  or  the 
tourist  may  return  by  tne  Flegere. 

/.  Stncrctf  o/ Mtf  ilrMTOfi.— This  afflu- 
ent of  the  Arve  formerly  issued  from 
beneath  a  vault  or  cave  of  ice  with 
which  the  Glacier  du  Bois  and  the 
Mer  de  Glaoe  terminate;  but  by  one 
of  the  changes  to  which  glaciers  are 
constantly  liable,  the  stream  for  some 


time  has  found  its  way  out  at  the  side 
of  the  glacier  at  a  spot  some  way 
higher  up,  forming  a  waterfall  visibfe 
from  ChamounL  Consequently  the 
spot  has  lost  some  of  its  interest. 
It  is  a  pleasant  walk  of  about  an  hour 
(3  m.),  keeping  the  char-road  to 
Argentidre,  and  up  the  valley  as 
far  as  les  Pres^  where  that  to  the 
source  of  the  Arveron  turns  off  to 
the  rt.,  and  passes  the  hamlet  of 
Bois,  leading  in  about  ^  an  hour  to  the 
source.  The  source  may  very  con- 
veniently be  visited  on  descending 
from  the  Flegere,  or  by  a  short  cut 
from  the  Montanyert,  or  on  the  way 
to  the  Chapeau.  The  vault  of  ice 
varies  greatly  in  different  seasons, 
and  at  mfferent  times  a  change  of  from 
30  to  100  ft  of  height  in  the  arch  has 
been  remarked.  At  times  it  may  be 
entered,  but  with  some  risk,  owing  to 
the  danger  of  blocks  of  ice  detaching 
themselves  from  the  vault.  In  1797 
three  persons  were  crushed. 

The  scenery  around  the  source  is 
very  grand  ;  tne  deep  blackness  of  the 
depth  of  vault,  the  bright  and  beauti- 
ful azure  where  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted through  the  ice,  are  striking. 
The  enormous  rocks  brought  down  by 
the  glacier  from  the  mountains  above, 
here  tumble  over  and  are  deposited 
in  the  bed  of  the  Arve.  Here,  too, 
the  dark  forest,  and  the  broken  trunks 
of  pines,  add  to  the  wild  character  of 
the  scene. 

The  advance  and  recession  of  the 
glaciers  depend  upon  the  seasons. 
If  it  be  hot  a  larger  quantity  of  ice 
is  melted,  while  a  wet  season,  by  de- 
positing a  greater  quantity  of  snow, 
and  diminishing  the  rate  of  melting, 
causes  the  glacier  to  advance.  Some- 
times the  difierence  is  many  hundred 
feet  It  is  not  more  than  40  years 
since  the  Glacier  du  Bois  reached  the 
forests  of  pines,  now  passed  through 
In  approacning  to  it 

g.  The  Chapeau  is  one  of  the  points 
of  view  over  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  side  furthest  from  Chamouni; 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz  and 
Blaiti^re  are  seen  immediately  under 
Mont  Blanc,  with  the  vale  of  Cha 
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mouni,  the  Breven,  and  other  vast 
and  interesting  objects;  but  its  chief 
interest  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the 
Mer  de  Qlaoe,  where  the  glacier  begins 
to  break  into  pyramids  and  obelisks 
of  ice,  which  are  sometimes  seen  to 
fall  with  a  terrific  crash.  A  visit  to  the 
Chapeau  may  be  accomplished  either 
on  foot  or  with  the  mules:  if  you  go 
direct  to  it,  you  must  continue  alon^  the 
valley  as  far  as  the  village  of  Les  Tines; 
and,  after  having  passed  this  pictu- 
resque spot,  ascend  a  narrow  road  on 
the  right  hand  that  leads  to  the  scat- 
tered hamlet  of  Lavanche,  continue 
through  this  latter  by  a  good  mule- 
path  oeside  the  glacier,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to  the 
Chapeau.  Here  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  your  mules  in  care  of  a  boy, 
while  the  g^ide  conducts  you  to  a 
cavern,  where  there  is  a  chalet,  above 
which  is  the  grass  mound  properly 
called  the  Chapeau :  strangers  in 
general  are  satisfied  with  a  visit  to 
the  chalet,  whence  the  view  is  unique 
and  very  astonishing,  displaying  the 
glacier  split  and  fractured  into  the 
needles  on  the  verge  of  its  descent 
into  the  valley  below. 

On  your  return  from  the  Chapeau 
you  descend  by  the  same  path  as  far 
as  Les  Tines,  whence  there  is  a  road 
on  the  left  to  the  hamlet  of  Les  Bois, 
situated  at  the  source  of  the  Arveron. 
This  excursion  may  be  accomplished 
in  about  5  hrs.,.  and  will  prove  one 
of  the  most  agreeable  and  least  fa- 
tiguing that  are  made  from  Chamouni. 

From  the  Chapeau  the  hut  on  the 
Montanvert  may  be  reached  by  at  first 
continuing  to  ascend  on  the  E.  side  of 
the  glacier,  to  a  spot  where  a  path 
has  been  cut  in  the  face  of  a  precipice, 
nearly  perpendicular,  called  Mauoais 
Pas,  l^is  was  formerly  difficult,  but 
steps  have  been  cut,  and  an  iron  rod 
fixed  in  the  rock,  to  serve  as  a  banister, 
so  that  ladies  pass  daily  without  diffi- 
culty. Descending  by  this  path,  the 
moraine  and  then  the  glacier  is 
reiiched,  which  may  be  crossed  to  the 
Alontanvert  (see  6). 

Li  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
weather  permits,  a  large  number  of 
heifers    are  driven  from  Chamouoiy 


each  attended  by  its  owner,  to  the 
hut  on  Montanvert,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  conducted  across  the  Mer  de 
Glace,  to  pass  their  summer  of  3 
months  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  are  near  the  Aiguille  de 
Dru.  Before  they  are  launched  upon 
the  sea  of  ice,  a  number  of  peasants 
precede  them  with  hatchets  and  other 
tools,  in  order  to  level  such  places  as 
may  thus  be  rendered  less  dangerous, 
although  accidents  generally  attend 
this  transit  At  certain  intervals  men 
are  stationed  to  point  out  the  line  of 
march;  the  operation,  which  requires 
several  hours,  and  is  truly  picturesque 
to  witness,  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
a  stranger  who  should  happen  to  be  at 
Chamouni  at  the  time:  it  is  a  kind  of 
fete  or  holiday,  for  men,  women,  and 
children  attend  the  procession,  passing 
the  whole  day  on  the  mountain  in  the 
full  enjo3rment  of  this  extraordinary 
task.  One  'man  remains  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  as 
guardian  to  the  herd,  that  wander 
about  in  search  of  the  rich  but  scanty 
pastures  of  those  untenanted  moun- 
tains. He  carries  with  him  sufficient 
bread  and  cheese  to  last  one  month, 
which  is  renewed  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  being  carried  to  him  by 
some  one  interested  in  his  welfare, 
and  is  the  contribution  of  those  whose 
heifers  are  under  his  care.  He  is 
allowed  one  cow,  which  furnishes  him 
with  milk:  knitting  is  his  chief  em- 
ploy, and  thus  he  passes  his  time  of 
expatriation  in  making  stockings  and 
contemplating  the  wonders  of  nature 
that  surround  him  during  3  months 
of  the  year. 

A.  Excursion  to  the  Col  de  Babne  and 
Tete  Noire  and  back  without  going  to 
Martigny,  in  about  9^  hrs.,  combin- 
ing the  chief  beauties  of  both  passes. 
From  the  inn  on  the  summit  of  the  Col 
de  Balme  (Rte.  142)  turning  1.  across 
meadows  marked  with  sheep  and 
cattle  tracks,  and  bearing  away  gra^ 
dually  to  the  rt  you  pass  a  small  lake, 
whence  a  rather  steep  descent  brings 
you  in  about  an  hour  immediately 
above  the  valley  of  the  Tete  Noire, 
whence  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
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it  and  of  the  Eau  Noire  for  a  long 
distance.  The  path  now  turns  rt>, 
and  for  i^  an  hour  skirts  the  edge  of 
the  precipice  until  it  arrives  imme- 
diately above  the  H.  de  la  T^te  Noire 
(Rte.  141),  to  which  it  descends  in  sig- 
zags.  This  may  be  done  on  mule- 
back.  A  guide  is  necessary  to  find 
tiie  path.  It  is  perhaps  better  to  take 
this  excursion  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, going  first  to  the  Tete  Noire, 
ascending  to  the  Col  de  Balme, 
and  descending  from  thence  to.  Cha- 
mouni* 

t.  JTie  asceni  of  MoiU  Blano  is  now 
frequently  made  when  the  weather 
is  favourable  for  the  expedition.  The 
mountain  is  now  so  well  known,  and 
the  proper  precautions  so  thoroughly 
understood,  that  no  serious  risk  is 
incurred.  It  should  be  generally 
known,  however,  that  those  who  make 
the  attempt  without  a  good  deal  of 
previous  training  may  sufllbr  severely 
from  excessive  fetigue,  and  are  likely 
to  derive  very  little  enjoyment  from 
the  expedition.  From  Uie  first  ascent 
in  1786,  up  to  the  end  of  1852,  56 
persons,  exclusive  of  guides,  had  as- 
cended. The  summers  from  1852  to 
1859  were  very  favourable;  20  or  30 
people  made  the  ascent  in  1854,  and 
many  more  in  some  subsequent  years. 
In  1860  no  ascent  was  made,  owing  to 
the  Tery  un&vourable  weather  which 
prevailed. 

In  1838  a  Mademoiselle  d'AngeviUe 
reached  the  summit,  and  when  there 
ordered  the  guides  to  lift  her  over 
their  heads,  in  order  that  she  might 
have  been  higher  than  any  one  else. 
A  Mrs.  Hamilton  went  up  in  1854. 
A  Swiss  peasant  girl  has  also  attained 
to  the  top. 

In  1820  three  guides  were  swept  oif 
by  an  avalanche  and  lost,  but  when 
Messrs.  Fellowes  and  Hawes  went 
up  in  1827  they  took  a  course  to 
the  left  of  the  Roches  Rouges,  and 
this  has  greatly  lessened  the  risk  of 
the  ascent  by  avoiding  the  most  dan- 
gerous part  of  it.  &  1855  Messrs. 
Kennedy  and  Hudson,  and  three  other 
Englishmen,  ascended  by  a  new  route 
from  St  Gervais,  and  without  any 


guides.  For  fear,  however,  that  others, 
should  think  that  they  can  follow  this 
example,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
these  gentlemen  had  spent  several 
seasons  in  mountain  climbing,  and 
were  experienced  icemen,  and  had  also 
spent  a  long  time  in  surveying  and 
discussing  Mont  Blanc,  so  tnat  it  was 
tolerably  well  known  to  them.  They 
subsequently  published  an  account  of 
the  ascent,  uid  also  of  an  attempt 
made  by  them  to  ascend  from  Cour* 
mayenr. 

Though  the  route  is  long  and 
fatiguing,  Mont  Blanc  is  not  a  very 
difiicult  mountain,  and  is  far  easiel^ 
than  Monte  Rosa,  the  Jung  Prau, 
Wetterhom,  &c.  The  expense  of  the 
ascent  was,  until  lately,  about  25^}. 
but  for  a  party  of  3  or  4  it  is  now 
reduced  to  about  10^  each. 

The  St.  Gervais  route  is  decidedly 
more  difficult  than  that  from  Cha- 
mouni,  and  the  failures  have  been 
far  more  numerous  than  the  suc- 
cessful ascents  by  that  route.  It  has. 
been  preferred  by  some  for  its  novelty^ 
and  Mcause  it  is  much  less  expensiye. 
Mollard,  Cuidet,  and  Octemer,  all 
living  near  St.  €rervais,  are  recomn 
mended  as  good  glides. 

The  way  from  Chamouni  first  fol- 
lows the  rt  bank  of  the  Glacier  des 
Bo6sons  to  the  base  of  the  Aiguille 
du  Midi;  it  then  crosses  the  glacier, 
and  arrives  near  some  rocks  called  the 
Oranda  Mulets.  Here  it  is  customary 
to  pass  part  of  the  night  in  the  hut 
which  has  been  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. Starting  long  before  daylight, 
and  ascending  the  Glacier  of  Taconay, 
a  comparative  level  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Plctteau^  is  reached :  some  time 
afterwards  the  steepest  part^of  the 
ascent,  called  the  Mwr  de  la  Cote,  is 
found,  up  which  it  is  generally  neces- 
sary to  cut  steps.  Having  remained 
a  short  time  on  the  top,  which  is  a 
narrow  ridge  about  200  yards  long, 
the  descent  is  begun,  and  Chamouni  is 
usually  reached  on  liie  same  evening. 

The  excitement  of  sleeping  -nut  in 
the  mountain  is  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  adventure.  This  may,  however, 
be  enjoyed  by  going  to  the  Orands 
MuletSf  an  excursion  in  which  there 
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is  no  danger,  and  by  sleeping  there; 
choosing  a  moonlight  night  and  fine 
weather  to  enjoy  Uie  extensive  view, 
the  bright  sky,  and  the  thunders  of 
falling  avalanches.    Sleeping,  it  ap-  I 
pears  from  those  who  have  spent  a  I 
night  there,  is  not  so  easy,  owing  to  ' 
the  noise  of  the  avalanches  and  the 
bites  of  the  fleas!    A  hut  was  erected 

1853,  by  the  guides,  on  one  of  the 
ledges  of  the  Grands  Mulets.  It 
measures  14  ft.  by  7,  and  is  a  frame 
of  wood,  composed  below  at  Chamouni, 
and  carried  up  to  the  spot,  with  walls 
of  the  rock,  and  2  glazed  sliding 
windows.  Its  height  is  10,000  ft.  above 
the  sea^leveL  It  is  furnished  with 
a  very  simple  stove,  but  the  cold  is 
usually  intense. 

N.B. — Reilly*s  map  of  Mont  Blanc 
will  be  most  usefuL 

k.  Those  who  are  fond  of  climbing 
may,  by  taking  a  steep  path,  ascend- 
ing immediately  behmd  the  Hotel 
Royal,  mount  up  through  woods  and 

Sastures  in  1  hr.  to  the  ch&lets  of 
llaiti^re  dessous,  thence  keeping  to 
the  L,  and  after  about  f  hr.  turning 
to  the  rt.,  and  crossing  the  torrent, 
they  vriU  reach  the  chdlets  of  Blaiti^re 
dessus,  and  so  far  may  be  effected  on 
mules.  There  is  not  much  track  after 
this,  but  keeping  round  a  little  lake, 
and  ascending  through  blocks  of  stone 
and  debris,  an  enormous  moraine  is 
reached,  some  500  or  600  ft  high;  by 
climbing  up  this  the  wild  glacier  of 
Blaiti^re  is  reached  (in  4  hrs.  from 
Chamouni),  across  which  the  Aiguille 
of  Charmos  may  be  ascended.  Messrs. 
Kennedy  and  Blackwell  attempted,  in 

1 854,  to  ascend  the  Aiguille  of  Blai- 
ti^re  \ky  this  route.  Mr.  Blackwell 
ascended  to  this  glacier  Dec  1854, 
and  found  less  snow  than  in  the 
valley.  By  keeping  to  the  rt  after 
leaving  the  little  lake  the  foot  of  the 
Aiguille  du  Plan  may  be  reached, 
whence  there  is  a  very  fine  view.  The 
Montanvert  may  be  reached  by  a  path 
from  the  chftlets  of  Blaiti^  dessus. 

L  The  Buet.  This  is  a  fatiguing 
expedition,  but  the  fatigue  may  be 
much  diminished  by  sleeping  at  the 


chUlet  of  the  Pierre  k  Berard.  After 
leaving  Argenti^re  (Rte.  141)  and 
Trelechant  you  follow  the  Eau  Noire, 
and  in  2  hrs.  from  Argenti^re  a  little 
plain  and  forest  is  reached,  and  in 
1^  hr.  more  Uie  Pierre  ii  Berard  is 
found,  an  isolated  rock,  to  which  point 
mules  can  go.  A  chalet  has  now  oeen 
built  here,  where  beds  and  food  can 
be  obtained,  but  the  charges  are  said 
to  be  outrageous.  Another  curious 
rock,  called  Table  au  Chantre,  is  then 
passed,  and  the  track  ascends,  follow- 
ing ridges  of  rocks  and  over  beds  of 
snow^  till  in  3  hrs.  from  the  Pierre 
k  Berard  the  summit  (10,206  ft)  is 
reached,  commanding  a  magnificent 
view.  You  may  descend  either  to 
Servos  by  the  Chalets  de  Villy,  or 
to  Sixt  in  6  hrs.  B^  starting  from 
the  Pierre  k  Berard  m  the  morning, 
Sixt  may  be  reach^  in  the  evening. 
(Rte.  143.) 

m.  Another  excursion  may  be  made 
by  crossing  into  Piedmont,  over  the 
Col  da  Geant,  11,146  ft  above  the 
sea.  This  expedition  has  acquired 
new  and  painful  interest  from  the 
unfortunate  accident  whereby,  in 
the  season  of  1860,  3  English  tra- 
vellers, and  one  of  their  guides,  F. 
Tairraz,  of  Chamouni,  were  lost  in 
the  descent  towards  Courmayenr. 
This  melancholy  occurrence  may  not 
be  without  its  use  if  it  should  deter 
travellers  not  thoroughly  trained,  and 
in  good  practice,  from  attempting  long 
and  difficult  excursions,  especially  in 
bad  weather;  and  if  it  should  direct 
increased  attention  to  the  precautions 
necessary  in  Alpine  travelling.    The 

Srimary  cause  of  the  disaster  was 
onbtless  the  fact  that  the  unfor- 
tunate travellers  were  exhausted  by 
fatigue,  but  the  immediate  cause  was 
the  circumstance  that  the  rope  with 
which  the  party  were  united  together 
was  merely  held  in  the  guides*  hands 
instead  of  being  attach^  round  their 
bodies.  Exceptby  well-trained  monn- 
tainers,  2  guides  should  be  taken  for 
each  traveller  on  this  as  well  as  every 
other  diificult  glacier  excursion.  The 
passage  was  effected  in  1822  by  2 
English  ladies,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Camp- 
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bell,  who,  with  8  gaidea,  started  at 
mid-dajr,  August  18,  slept  at  the 
Tacu],  and  descended  the  next  day  to 
Counna^eur;  and  a  Mrs.  Hamilton 
crossed  m  1854^  Saussure  remained 
out  many  successive  nights  and  days 
engaged  in  experiments  on  the  dol 
dn  Geant;  and  during  the  prohibition 
of  English  goods  dj  Buonaparte, 
smuggfers  crossed  it  from  Switzerland 
to  iMy  laden  with  British  muslins. 

An  hotel  on  the  Mont  Fretj,  on 
the  Courmayeur  side,  is  now  open; 
this  would  shorten  the  journey  some 
2Jhr8. 

The  Tour  of  Mont  Blano  may  be 
made  in  7  days.    1,  2,  and  3,  to  Cour- 
mayeur (Rte.  139);  4,  to  Aosta  (Rte. 
134);    5,  to  the  Great  St  Bernard 
(Bte.  135);  6,  to  Martipy  (Rte.  135) 
7,  to  ChamounL    Or  m  4  long  days 
1  and  2,  to  Courmayeur  (Bte^  139) 
3,  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col  Ferret 
(Bte.  137);  4,  to  ChamounL 

A  Chamouni  guide  coming  to  Mar- 
tigny is  not  allowed  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, but  a  local  guide  must  be  taken 
thence.  It  is  therefore  best  to  end 
this  tour  at  Martigny,  whence  one 
day's  pay  only  need  oe  given  to  a 
guide  returning  to  Chamouni 
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CHAlCOUin    TO     OOUBMATEUB,    BY   THE 

OOL    DU    BOITHOICME    AND     THE    COL 

DB  LA  SEIGNE. 

Hours. 
C9uuiKmoL 

GoliIeVaM    ....  4 

OontaniliieB     ....  3 

Nant  Boumnt      ...  2 

Bonhomine     •    .     .     .  3i 

Chaplh It 

Motet 3 

6dgira li 

Goarmajenr  ....  4 

Mule-path.  A  journey  of  3  days: 
1  St  day  to  Contamines,  7  hrs. ;  2nd  oay 
to  Chapiii  7i  hrs.;  3rd  day  to  Cour- 
mayeur, 7^  hrs.  A  good  and  expe- 
rienced guide  is  essential,  and  the 
expedition  should  not  be  attempted 
by  ladies  except  in  settledfine  weatner. 
A  stout  walker  may  accomplish  this 
route  in  2  long  days,  sleeping  at  Nant 
Bourant  or  the  chalets  of  Mont  Jovet, 
and  passing  the  Col  du  Four  instead 
of  making  the  detour  by  Chapiii. 
The  accommodation  at  the  ch41ets  of 
Nant  Bourant  is  now  yery  fair. 

From  Chamouni  the  road  to  Ser- 
yoz  is  followed  as  fisr  aa 

Les  OuchMj  H  h.,  where  a  path 
strikes  L  up  the  mountain  side  in  steep 
ngzags,  until,  within  sight  of  the 
chilets  de  la  Forelas,  it  is  joined 
(rt.)  by  the  path  from  St  Genrais 
(Rte.  138),  and  in  2^  hrs.  reaches  the 

Col  de  Voza,  nearly  6000  ft  aboye  the 
sea-leyeL  The  Pavilion  de  Bellevue, 
erected  on  it,  commands  a  splendid 
yiew  up  the  yale  of  Chamouni,  and 
of  the  Aiguilles  towards  the  Col 
de  Balme.  This  has  been  lately  en- 
larged, and  supplies  food  and  toler* 
able  beds,  but  the  charges  are  ex- 
tortionate. A  steep  descent  leads 
down   into   the    Vat  de  Mmtjoie^  a 
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long  vnlley  stretcbine  N.  and  S.  and 
invaded  op  its  £.  side  by  the  grand 
^r  lacier  de  Biormassay,  sweeping  down 
from  the  W.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  and 
presenting  amidst  rocks  and  snows 
a  wild  and  savage  aspect.  The 
stream  issuing  from  it  mast  be  crossed 
bj  a  wooden  plank  bridee,  a  little 
below  the  spot  where  it  issues  from 
the  glacier.  If  you  miss  this  bridge 
you  will  be  sorely  puzzled  to  get 
across.  From  it  you  traverse  tne 
meadows  by  a  direct  path,  through 
Champel,  rounding  the  extremity  of 
the  spur  from  Mt.  Blanc,  which 
bounds  the  S.  side  of  the  valley,  and 
entering  the  Yal  Montjoie  near  the 
village  of  Tresse. 

The  glacier  torrent  of  Bionnassav 
joins  the  Bon-Nant,  the  stream  which 
flows  through  the  Val  Montjoie,  near 
the  village  Bionnay,  If  hr.  from  the 
Col,  traversed  by  a  mule-path  from 
the  Baths  of  St  Gervais  (Rte.  lo8}  to 
Contamines,  2^  hrs.*  walk. 

The  views  presented  of  Val  Mont- 
joie are  very  fine,  extending  upwards 
to  the  Bonnomme,  while  c^posite  is 
seen  the  pretty  vilkige  of  St.  Nicholas 
de  Veroce,at  the  base  of  the  Mont  JolL 
1^  hr.  from  Bionnay  is 

Contamines  (Tiwu :  H.  I'TInion,  good; 
H.  du  Bonhomme;  better  accommo- 
dation than  elsewhere  on  the  road), 
a  large  village  with  a  handsome 
Church,  prettily  situated  on  a  com- 
manding height  above  the  valley. 
The  traveller  going  on  to  Nant  Bou- 
rant  to  sleep,  should  inquire  what 
number  of  travellers  are  gone  ahead. 

[From  Contamines  an  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  to  the  Glacier 
of  Trtl^itite.  From  thence  it  i«  pos- 
sible to  reach  Motet  by  a  shorter  but 
more  difficult  way  than  the  Bon- 
homme, passing  between  the  Aiguille 
de  Bellaval  and  that  of  £chellette. 
A  pavilion  has  been  built  close  to  the 
glacier,  from  whence  the  Aiguille  de 
Bermujer  may  be  ascended  in  4  hrs.] 

The  path  descends  from  Contamines 
to  the  side  of  the  Bon  Nant,  which  it 
crosses  by  a  bridge  near  the  hamlet 
and  saw-mills  of  Pontet;  rt.  ransa 
path  to  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de 


la  Gorge,  situated  at  the  end  of  a 
ravine — a  cul-de-sac  at  the  base  of 
Mont  JolL  On  the  Fite  of  the  As- 
sumption (Aug.  15)  thousands  of  pea- 
sants resort  hither  frx)m  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  chapel. 

A  very  steep  and  rudely-paved  path 
leads  directly  out  of  the  ravine,  step- 
wise, and  through  a  forest :  the  bare 
rocka  in  the  path,  and  the  lai^ 
stones  which  fill  up  the  interstices, 
make  this  a  difiicnlt  road  for  mules, 
and  a  fatiguing  one  to  men.  It  leads 
in  less  than  2  hrs.  to  the  chalets  and 
pasturages  of 

Nant  Bourant  (a  small  but  comfort- 
able /nn,  with  7  or  8  beds).  Here  die 
torrent  is  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge. 
The  gulf  through  which  it  rushes  has 
a  fearful  depth  ;  and  a  little  way 
down,  below  the  bridge,  the  water 
falls  into  a  still  blacker  and  deeper 
ravine,  forming  the  Nant,  or  cataract 
of  the  Bourant;  it  is  difiicult  from 
above  to  get  a  view  of  its  furious 
descent. 

The  finest  fall  on  the  Bonnant  is 
one  seldom  seen,  a  short  ^  hour  fr^>m 
these  chilets,  on  that  branch  of  the 
stream  which  descends  from  the  gla- 
cier of  Trelat^te.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  return  from  thence  to  the  chalets 
in  ascending  the  Bonhomme. 

Above  the  ch&lets  the  valley  is  very 
narrow,  the  road  passing  through  the 
forest,  which  belts  and  clothes  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Joli;  at  length  it 
enters  upon  the  pasturages,  which  are 
rich,  though  scanty  from  the  quantity 
of  stones  and  rocks  that  abound. 
After  rising  above  the  debris  which 
have  fkllen  from  the  mountains,  the 
path  winds  up  to  the  chalets  of  Mont 
Jovety  1^  hr.  frt)m  Nant  Bourant^ 
where  the  traveller  usually  rests 
and  obtains  the  refreshment  of  bread, 
wine,  and  milk.  A  room  has  been 
fitted  up  with  beds,  and  a  traveller  by 
sleeping  here  may  divide  the  journey 
to  Cnamouni ;  but  the  traveller  should 
arrive  early,  or  secure  the  room  before- 
hand, and  meat  be  brought,  as  none 
can  be  got.  Between  Nant  Bourant  and 
these  oialets  huge  masses  of  glaciers 
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extend  down  the  S.  W.  flanks  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  and  immediately  above  them 
is  the  vast  glacier  of  Tr^atete. 
This,  and  the  black  rocks  which  sup- 
port it  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  precipices  and  (Ubris  over  which 
there  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of  Haute 
Luce  on  the  other,  almost  enclose 
these  chalets  as  in  a  deep  basin.  Up- 
ward,, the  valley  is  closed  by  the  Bon- 
homme;  and,  on  looking  back,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Val  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  bounded  by  the  peaks  of  the 
Varens  above  St  Martin. 

From  the  chalets  of  Mont  Jovet  the 
path  leads  up  a  steep  acclivity  which 
overhangs  the  depths  of  the  valley. 
As  the  mountain  is  ascended,  it  be- 
comes more  and  more  sterile;  the 
pine  does  not  grow  so  high  as  the 
chalets,  and  on  the  next  terrace 
above  them,  called  the  Plan  des 
DameSj  the  rhododendron  is  the  lamst 
shrub  that  flourishes.  On  the  flan 
there  is  a  cairn,  a  heap  of  stones, 
which  has  existed  from  time  imme- 
moriaL  Tradition  says,  that  a  great 
lady  with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
storm,  and  gave  name  to  the  fatal 
spot;  every  g^ide  adds  a  stone  to  the 
cairn,  and  requests  the  traveller  to  do 
so,  from  some  feeling  of  awe  asso- 
ciated with  it  as  a  duty. 

From  the  Plan  des  Dames  the  path 
leads  up  herbless  slopes  and  over 
some  patches  of  snow,  to  reach  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  coL  On 
the  left,  wild  and  abrupt  precipices 
rise:  and  two  of  the  peaked  rocks 
there  bear  the  name  of  the  Bonhomme 
and  the  Femme  da  Bonhomme, 

The  crest,  however,  which  lies  close 
to  these  pinnacles  is  that  of  the  Col 
de  la  Sauce,  across  which  a  path  leads 
down  to  Maxime  de  Beaufort,  and 
the  whole  course  of  the  vaUey  of 
Beaufort  to  the  Bourg  is  seen  before 
and  below  the  traveller.  On  looking 
back,  too,  the  valley  of  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  in  all  its  length ;  and  there  is  a 
glorious  vista  of  Alpine  peaks. 

The  passage  of  the  Col  du  Bon- 
homme (81 95  ft.)  is  at  times  dangerous 
in  bad  weather,  owing  to  its  exposure 
to  the  W.  wind,  which  stirs  up  those 
fearful    snow-eddies    called    **tour- 


mentes"  upon  this  outlier  of  the  Alps. 
A  guide  should  be  taken  if  there  is  the 
least  prospect  of  bad  weather.  On  the 
13th  of  September,  1830,  two  English 
gentlemen  perished  in  a  snow-storm 
whilst  crossing  it— the  Rev.  Bichard 
Braken,  aged  30,  and  Augustus  Camp- 
bell, aged  20. 

The  path  to  the  Col  du  Bonhomme 
turns  on  the'  left  from  the  Col  de  la 
Sauce,  behind  the  pinnacles  of  rock, 
and,  ascending  but  slightly  by  a  loose, 
swampy,  pathless  slope,  reaches  in  an 
hour  the 

Croix  du  Bonhomme,  8195  ft.  above 
the  sea  level  —  Forbes,  From  it,  the 
beautihil  Mont  Pourri,  one  of  the 
most  elegant  snow-clad  peaks  in  the 
Alps,  in  the  Val  Mre  (fete.  148),  is 
finely  seen. 

From  the  col  three  routes  branch 
off:  that  on  the  L  conducts,  by  the  Col 
du  Four,  to  Motet;  a  middle  course, 
rarely  followed,  leads  to  the  Hameau 
du  Glacier;  while  that  on  the  rt. 
leads  down,  in  H  hr.,  to  the  chalets 
of  Chapiu,  over  a  broken  swampy 
ground.  The  Col  du  Four  (8891  ft), 
reached  by  the  path  on  the  t  from  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  leads  to  Motet  an 
hour  sooner  than  by  the  detour  to 
Chapiu,  but  the  road  rises  800  ft 
higher,  and  the  descent  is  much 
more  fatiguing;  the  accommoda- 
tions, too,  at  Motet,  are  worse  than 
those  at  Chapiu :  it  is,  however, 
often  taken,  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
time,  by  those  who  go  to  Courmayeur 
from  Nant  Bourant  in  one  day.  The 
track  to  Chapiu  is  less  fatiguing,  but 
it  is  easily  missed,  and  a  guide  is 
almost  indispensable. 

Chaptu,  Inns,'  H.  du  Soleil,  best, 
but  homely;  H.  des  Voyageurs.  By 
descending  from  hence  the  Val  de 
Bellaval,  Bourg  St.  Maurice  in  the 
Tarentaise  is  reached  in  3  hrs.  The 
path  in  the  opposite  direction  to  Cour- 
mayeur leads  in  1  i  hr.  by  the  stream 
of  the  Versoi  to  the  Hameau  du 
Glacier,  so  called  from  its  proximity 
to  one  of  the  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and,  half  a  league  further,  to 

The  Chalets  of  Motet,    Here  are  2 
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small  inns  or  ch&lets,  one  containing 
3,  the  other  4  beds,  clean  but  rough. 

The  three  paths  Arom  the  Col  da 
Bonhomme  an  meet  at  Motet;  from 
thence  the  ascent  of  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  though  tedious,  is  not  diffi- 
cult The  summit,  1^  hr.  from  Motet, 
is  8247  ft.  above  the  sea.  It  com- 
mands the  whole  extent  of  the  AUee 
Blanche  and  the  S.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  rising  11,000  ft  above 
the  Allee  Blanche,  without  being  ab- 
solutely a  precipice,  is  in  great  part  too 
steep  to  allow  snow  to  rest  on  it  The 
ridge  of  the  Col  de  la  Seig^ne  sepa- 
rates the  waters  which  run  into  the 
Khone*from  those  which  are  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po. 

^'Erom  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an 
Alpine  view  of  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence burst  upon  us.  We  looked 
upon  Mont  Blanc,  and  alone  the 
course  of  the  valleys  which  divide 
Piedmont  from  the  Yalais,  and  ex- 
tend nearly  30  miles  on  the  S.E. 
side  of  its  enormous  mass,  through 
the  Allee  Blanche,  the  Yal  Veni, 
and  the  Val  d'Entr^ves,  to  the  Col 
Ferrex.  Two  immense  pyramids  of 
rugged  rock  rear  from  the  valley 
their  scathed  heads,  and  appear  like 
guards  to  the  *  monarch  of  moun- 
tains ;*  beyond  and  below  them  lay 
the  little  lake  of  Combal,  whence 
issues  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Doira 
Baltea  ;  and  down  the  sides  of  Mont 
Blanc  appeared  to  stream  the  glaciers 
of  the  AUee  Blanche  and  the  Miage  ; 
whilst  the  distant  peaks  which  over- 
hang the  western  side  of  this  long 
valley  or  valleys  (for  different  por- 
tions of  it,  from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
to  the  Col  Ferrex,  bear  different 
names)  g^ve  a  peculiarly  grand  and 
severe  aspect  to  the  scene ;  among 
these  the  G^ant  and  the  Grand  Jo- 
rasse  are  ^tinguished.  The  eastern 
side  of  the  valley  is  formed  by  the 
Cramont,  and  a  range  of  mountains 
which  extend  to  the  Col  Ferrex, 
and  terminate  the  vista  in  Mont  Velan 
and  the  masses  which  surround  the 
pass  of  the  Great  St  Bernard.  The 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc  was  occasion- 
ally enveloped    in   clouds,  and    the 


changes  which  these  produced  upon 
the  scene  were  often  strikingly  beau- 
tiful. Most  travellers,  whose  expec- 
tations have  been  formed  upon  the 
descriptions  in  guide-books,  are  led 
to  beheve  that  the  £.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  one  vast  precipice,  from  the 
summit  down  to  the  AUee  Blanche  : 
it  is  certainly  much  more  abrupt  than 
towards  the  vale  of  Chamouni ;  but 
no  such  anticipation  will  be  realised 
in  the  magnificent  view  from  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne. 

**  From  this  col,  leading  across  the 
great  chain  of  the  Alps,  we  began 
our  descent  over  some  beds  of  snow, 
which,  lying  on  the  northern  side  of  the 

Sath,  remain  unmelted.  After  a  tedious 
escent  to  the  first  pasturage,  at  the 
base,  of  the  two  immense  pyramids 
which  formed  so  striking  a  feature 
from  the  summit  we  sat  down  upon  the 
short  and  soft  grass  of  the  pasturage 
of  the  chalets  of  the  Allee  Blanche, 
to  rest  the  mules  and  ourselves, 
and  took  refreshment,  which  we  had 
brought  with  us.  The  sward  around 
us  was  enamelled  with  beautiful 
flowers  :  of  these,  the  broad  patches 
of  the  deep  blue  gentianella  were  the 
richest  in  colour  ;  the  Alpine  ranun- 
culus, and  a  hundred  other  varieties, 
embellished  the  place  where  we  rested ; 
being  surrounded  by,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  oi^  the  loftiest  moun- 
tains in  Europe. 

**  Soon  after  leaving  this  delightful 
spot,  we  skirted  the  little  lake  of 
Combal  by  a  very  narrow  path. — 
After  passing  the  lake  at  the  lower 
extremity,  across  an  embankment 
of  great  thickness  and  strength, 
the  path  descends  on  the  1.  side  of 
the  torrent,  which  struggles  with  hor- 
rid violence  in  continued  cataracts 
down  the  ravine  for  several  miles, 
particularly  where,  in  passing  by  the 
glacier  of  Miage,  our  route  lay  amidst 
rocks  and  stones,  the  cUhris  of  the 
mountain,  brought  down  by  the  gla- 
cier, of  which  It  concealed  Hxe  base 
and  sides. 

**  The  path  is  rough  and  stony  here 
and  there,  and  a  Httle  water  firom 
streams  trickles  across  it 

*'  At  length  we  escaped  from  this  fk* 
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tigruing  part  of  our  route,  and  entered 
the  beautiful  meadows  of  the  Yal 
Veni,  which  are  separated  from  the 
Yal  d'Entr^ves  by  a  high  ridge  that 
skirts  the  forest  of  St  Nicolas.  There 
are  several  gransesi  in  which  the 
great  quantities  of  hay  made  in  the 
m«^ows  and  slopes  of  this  valley  are 
stored. 

«*  The  forest  of  St  Nicolas,  which 
we  traversed  on  our  way  to  Corma- 
yeur,  is  opposite  to  some  extensive 
buildings  at  the  foot  of  the  Glacier 
de  Brenva.  These  were  formerly 
occupied  by  miners,  who  prepared 
the  lead  and  copper  ores  raised 
near  this  place ;  out  the  expenses 
having  exceeded  the  profits,  these 
buildings  are  now  falling  to  decay. 
Across  the  valley  we  saw  the  beau- 
tiful glacier  of  Brenva  anpearing 
throu^  the  enormous  larcnes  and 
pines  of  the  forest,  presenting  to  us  a 
scene  deservedly  esteemed  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Alps.  We  now  rapidly 
descended  by  a  narrow  road  whicn 
fearfully  overhangs  the  lower  range  of 
the  glacier  of  the  Brenva  wnose 
sides  were  covered  with  masses  of 
granite  and  rocks  of  great  magnitude. 
The  torrentwhichwe  nad  seen  rushing 
through  the  valley  passed  beneath  the 
glacier,  and  reap^ared  increased  by 
a  stream,  which  issued  €rom  an  arch 
at  the  termination  of  the  glacier,  like 
that  of  Uie  Arveron  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouny.** — Brockedon, 

The  chief  glaciers  of  the  All^ 
Blanche  (on  the  N.  side)  are,  1.  G.  de 
I'Estellette;  2.  G.  de  TAllee Blanche; 
3.  G.  de  Miage ;  4.  G.  de  la  Brenva. 
The  2nd  and  3rd  of  these  have  fonned 
barriers  across  the  valley  by  moraines, 
so  as  to  have  occasioned  lakes  l>7the 
interruption  of  the  river  course.  That 
formed  by  the  Glacier  de  I'Allee 
Blanche  is  nearly  filled  up  by  alluvial 
matter ;  but  an  extensive  mtt  attests 
its  former  existence,  together  with 
the  barricade  of  debris  through  which 
tlie  river  now  tumbles  in  a  foaming 
rapid.  The  moraine  of  the  G.  de 
Miage  is  perhaps  the  most  extra- 
ordinary in  the  whole  Alps,  and  has 
iriven  rise  to  the  Lao  de  Combed, 
Below  the  moraine  of  Miage,  which 


occupies  the  valley  for  some  space, 
are  some  ch&lets,  and  then  a  level 
fertile  plfun,  whilst  the  valley  widens, 
and  becomes  less  savage  and  more 
romantic  Trees  appear  on  both  sides, 
especially  on  the  rt,  where  the  forest 
is  very  fine,  and  clothes  all  the  N. 
slope  of  a  conical  summit,  called 
Mont  Chdtif^  or  Pain  de  Sucre,  which 
is  composed  of  granite,  though  sepa- 
rated from  the  great  chain  by  secon- 
dary rocks.  The  paths  through  these  ■ 
woods  are  most  beautiful  and  striking. 
That  leading  to  Cormayeur,  after  at- 
taining some  height  above  the  tor- 
rent, proceeds  nearly  on  a  level,  until, 
emerging  from  the  trees,  we  come  into 
full  view  of  the  magnificent  Glacier 
de  la  Brenva,  which,  occup3dng  a 
hollow  to  the  £.  of  Mont  Blanc,  pours 
its  mass  into  the  valley  filled  up  in  a 
good  measure  with  its  moraine,forming 
a  kind  of  bridge  which  it  has  pushed 
before  it,  and  on  which  it  bestrides 
obliquely  the  AUee  Blanche,  abutting 
against  its  opposite  side  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mont  Chetif.  A  chapel,  dedicated 
to-Notre  Dame  de  la  Guerison,  stands 
on  the  rt.  of  the  way,  exactly  opposite 
to  the  ice ;  and  another  steep  aescent 
conducts  us  again  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  which  here  turns  abruptly, 
after  its  confluence  with  the  stream  of 
the  Val  Ferrex,  into  a  ravine,  cutting 
the  range  of  the  Pain  de  Sucre.  The 
united  streams  are  passed  by  a  wooden 
bridge  at  the  Baths  of  La  Saxe,  and 
20  min.  more  brings  the  traveller,  in 
4  hrs.  from  tJie  Col  de  la  Seigne,  to 

Cowrmaytwr,    (Rte.  184). 
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ROUTE  141. 

CHAMOUNI    TO      MARTIGNY,     BY     THE 
TETE  NOIRE. 

ChamoonL  Uoun. 

Argentl^re IM 

T6te  Noire 3 

Forclaz 1.30 

Martigny 3.16 

8  or  9  hrs.  moderate  walking:  10 
with  a  mule,  including  stoppages :  no 
g^de  needed.  Ladies  should  take 
a  char  to  Argenti^re,  6  m.  abore 
ChamounL 

Two  roads  lead  from  Chamonni  to 
Martigny;  one  by  the  Tete  Noire, 
the  other  by  the  Col  de  Balme.  Tra- 
yellers  are  often  perplexed  which  to 
choose  of  these  two  passes.  The 
general  scenery  of  the  Tete  Noire  is 
superior;  but  the  Col  de  Balme  has 
one  view  which  far  surpasses  any  in 
the  Tete  Noire. 

[Those  who  can  spare  2^  additional 
hours  for  the  journey  should  proceed 
from  Chamonni  to  the  top  of  the  Col 
de  Balme  and  enjoy  the  yiew  (Bte. 
142),  then,  descencung  L,  strike  oif  into 
the  Yal  Orsine  across  the  pastures 
and  through  the  forest,  dropping  down 
upon  the  Tillage  of  Yal  Orsine.  Al- 
though no  path  is  marked  for  tho 
first  part  of  the  way,  this  detour  may 
be  made  on  horseback,  and  is  well 
worth  the  trouble,  combining  as  it 
does  the  beauties  of  the  two  passes  of 
the  Tete  Noire  and  Col  de  Balme. 
Another  course,  more  direct,  but  not 
well  marked,  leads  from  the  Inn  on  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  Inn  of  the  Tdte 
Noire,  across  meadows,  by  the  side  of 
a  small  lake,  and  finally  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  above  the  Eau 
Noire,  whence  it  descends  in  zigzags. 
(Rte.  13S.)1 

The  road  lies  up  the  vale  of  Cha- 
monni, by  Lee  Free  (Praz\  where  the 
path  to  the  Arveron  diverges.  The 
main  route  of  the  valley  continues  to 
the  chapel  and  hamlet  of  Tines :  here 
the  valley    narrows,   and    the    road 


ascends  steeply  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arve,  opposite  to  the  bases  of  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges,  to  some  pasturages, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Les  Islee ;  beyond, 
the  Arve  is  crossed,  and  the  village  of 

Argentic  is  left  on  the  rt  hand; 
this  is  the  third  and  highest  parish 
in  the  valley ;  here  the  magnifioent  gla- 
cier of  Argenti^re  is  seen  streaming 
down  from  between  the  Aiguilles  d'Ar« 
genti^re  and  du  Tour. 

The  char-road  here  ceases.  Abont 
^  a  mile  beyond  the  village  the  path 
divides,  that  to  the  rt  leading  over  the 
Col  de  Balme;  taking  that  to  the  1, 
it  rises  rapidly  to  the  miserable  ham* 
let  of  Trei^chcmi,  passing  what  is 
called  the  Montets,  a  sterile  g^rge,  and 
a  short  league  from  Argenti^re  the 
summit  of  the  first  pass  is  attained;  the 
streams  on  either  side  take  difierent 
courses,  that  through  Chamonni  to 
the  Arve,  and  that  towards  Martignj 
to  the  Rhone. 

A  little  beyond  the  erest,  near  Poyas, 
the  savage  and  sterile  valley  of  Berard 
opens  to  the  left,  through  which  the 
Eau  Noire,  the  torrent  of  the  Yal 
Orsine,  descends;  ^  hr's.  walk  up  the 
valley,  the  Eau  Noire  forms  a  very 
fine  cascade.  On  looking  up  this  valley, 
the  snows  of  the  lofty  Buet  lying 
behind  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  seen, 
rrhe  ascent  of  the  Suet  may  be  made 
from  Couteraye,  following  the  Eaa 
Noire  upwards  to  the  Chftlet  Berard, 
where  it  is  possible  to  pass  the 
night.  The  valley  of  Sixt  (Bte.  143) 
may  be  reached  either  by  passing 
over  the  summit  of  the  Buet,  or  by 
the  Col  de  I'Eehaud,  S.W.  of  the  sum- 
mit.] After  passing  the  hamlet  of 
Couteraie  the  road  descends  to 

Vol  Orsine,  the  chief  village  of  the 
valley,  where  it  is  possible  to  get  a 
bed.  Its  church  having  been  more 
than  once  swept  away,  a  strong  ram- 
part of  masonry  and  earth  has  been 
raised  to  defend  it  from  similar  catas- 
trophes. There  is  a  very  beautifhl 
waterfall  on  the  W.  side  oif  the  valley 
called  Cascade  Barberine,  with  a  small 
but  very  fair  Inn  near,  H.  de  la  Cas- 
cade, half  way  between  Chamonni 
and  Martigny.     Return  mules  may 
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often  be  found  here.  This  cascade 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
Alps,  and  well  worth  a  detour,  which 
it  involves. 

The  valley  now  narrows  to  a  gorge : 
through  it,  the  torrent  forces  its  way 
into  we  more  open  valley  below, 
acquiring  in  its  course  the  contri- 
butions of  numerous  waterfalls  and 
streams  from  the  glaciers  above.  In 
this  gorge  a  sort  of  barrier  or  gate 
marks  the  frontier  of  Vallais,  near  to 
which  a  small  redoubt  has  been 
thrown  up:  soon  after  the  torrent  is 
crossed,  at  a  spot  where  a  mill  and 
some  pleasant  meadows  contrast  with 
the  generally  savage  character  of  the 
deep  valley.  There  is  hardly  a  spot 
in  the  Alps  which  affords  grander 
scenery  than  the  3  m.  between  the 
inns  of  the  Cascade  and  Tete  Noire 
— rocks  and  pine-woods,  ice  above, 
the  torrent  or  verdant  meadows  be- 
low, and  in  the  distance,  looking  back, 
the  glorious  peak  of  the  Aiguilles 
Rouges. 

To  avoid  a  bad  place,  called  Mau- 
pas,  a  short  tunnel  is  pierced  through 
a  rock,  in  a  situation  of  singular  gran- 
deur, where  it  overhauls  precipitously 
the  dark  valley  beneauu 

1 0  min.  beyond  the  tunnel  (Koche 
Percee)  is  the  Hotel  de  la  Tete  Noire. 
This  is  the  usual  halting  -  place 
between  Chamouni  and  Martigny, 
(about  4^  hrs.  from  Chamouni).  This 
is  a  very  good  and  comfortable  place 
for  those  to  sleep  at  who  are  unwilling 
to  fatigue  themselves  by  going  from 
Chamouni  to  Martieny  in  one  day. 
Close  to  the  inn  is  the  path  alreaoy 
mentioned  leading  to  the  Col  ae 
Balme,  and  that  described  in  next 
page,  do'cn  the  Vale  of  the  Trient. 

Near  this  spot  the  road  turns  ab- 
ruptly into  the  dark  forest  of  Trient, 
passing  round  the  shoulder  of  a  moun- 
tain covered  with  dark  forests:  this 
shoulder  is  called  the  Tete  Noire,  be- 
yond which  the  road  through  the  forest 
continues  for  half  an  hour.  In  the 
depths  below  the  forest,  the  torrent 
of  the  Trient  is  heard  forcing  its 
way  into  the  £au  Noire,  which  it 
joins  before  their  streams  fall  into  the 
iihoae* 


On  leaving  the  forest,  the  valley  of 
Trient  opens,  and  the  traveller  reaches 

Trient,  a  hamlet  with  a  poor  /mi. 

The  little  valley  of  Trient  is  deeply 
seated  amidst  pine  forests,  the  debris 
of  the  surrounding  mountains,  and 
the  fearful  precipices  from  which 
these  have  been  detached.  In  the 
plain  of  the  valley  some  barley  is 
grown,  and  the  meadows  are  luxu- 
riant. 

A  little  way  beyond  the  hamlet  of 
Trient,  the  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  glacier  of  Trient  is  crossed, 
and  a  ste^p  path  leads  up  through  the 
forest  which  clothes  the  mountain  side 
of  the  Forclaz  (30  min.).  About  half 
way  up,  the  path  from  the  Col  de 
Balme  falls  in.  [The  traveller  who  is 
going  from  the  Forclaz  to  the  Great 
St  &mard  may  agreeably  vary  the 
hackneyed  route  by  Martigny  and 
Sembranchier,  by  following  the  valley 
of  Champez.  It  is  a  bridle-path 
that  requires  9  hrs.  Ladies  should 
therefore  sleep  the  previous  night  at 
the  Tfite  Noire  inn.  From  the  For- 
claz the  path  diverges  and  gradually 
ascends,  and  between  the  chalets  of 
La  Giete  and  Bovine  affords  a  more 
extensive  and  magnificent  view  than 
from  the  Forclaz.  Milk  in  abundance 
can  be  got  at  Bovine.  A  little  after, 
the  path  descends  by  sharp  zigzags  to 
the  Dottom  of  the  valley  of  Champez, 
and  crosses  its  torrent  by  a  plank- 
bridge.  Thence  it  runs  parallel  to, 
but  above,  the  torrent,  ana  passes  the 
village  of  Champez  ;  this  part  of  the 
road  is  bad.  Beautiful  meadows  and 
woods  succeed ;  at  last,  on  emerging 
from  a  pine- wood,  the  secluded  little 
lake  of  Champez  is  seen,  set  in  a  fringe 
of  firs,  with  the  splendid  Combin 
towering  in  the  distance  behind  it.  Its 
water  is  very  clear  and  shallow.  A 
rapid  descent  of  J  hr.  to  Orsidres.] 

On  the  Col  is  (or  was)  a  Swiss 
gendarme,  who  makes  a  demand  of 
1  fr.  per  passport — a  simple  piece  of 
authorized  extortion,  no  way  credit- 
able to  the  Swiss  authorities. 

From  the  Forclaz  the  view  is 
limited,  but  ^  hr*s.  walk  lower  down 
a  turn  in  the  vaUey  displays  in 
perfection  the  course  of  the  Rhone 


412 


ROUTE  142.— COL  DE  BALMR. 


Sect  IT. 


through  the  Valais,  a  prospect  cele- 
brated in  the  Alps.  Tne  aescent  is 
by  fine  pasturages,  and  l^  hr.  are  re- 
quired  to  reach  Martigny^le-Bourg. 
The  path  is  much  sheltered  by  pines 
and  beeches,  and  lower  in  the  valley 
by  the  pear  and  apple-trees:  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  tnese  are  numerous 
cottages,  and  many  are  passed. before 
the  path  falls  into  the  route  that  leads 
from  Martigny  to  the  Great  Sl  Ber- 
nard, and  the  valley  of  the  Drance  at 
Martigny-le-Bourg  (Rte.  135).  Those 
who  ure  going  to  St.  Bernard  mav 
possibly  find  quarters  here,  but  it  is 
much  better  to  go  on  1  m.  to 

Marttgny-h'  ViUe  (Rte.  56).  English 
travellers  proceeding  hence  to  Cha- 
mouni  are  rarely  required  to  show 
their  passports  at  the  French  frontier. 

It  takes  2^  hrs.  to  ascend  from  Mar- 
tigny to  the  Forclaz,  2  hrs.  to  descend. 

^Tete  Noire  to  Martigny  by  the  Gorge 
of  the  Eau  Noire,  Finhaut^  and  Vem'ii^az, 
—The  route  from  Tdte  Noire  to  Mar- 
tigny may  be  varied  by  following  the 
stream  of  the  Eau  Noire  downwards 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  through 
a  very  beautinil  gorge,  and  it  is  out  and 
out  finer  than  the  usual  path  over  the 
Forclaz.  It  is  especially  preferable  to 
it  in  cloudy  weatner.  On  leaving  the 
Tete  Noire  route  to  the  L,  just  before 
crossing  the  second  bridge  E.  of  the 
Barbenne  Hotel,  it  ascends  by  the 
hamlet  of  Chatelard  in  steep  zigzags 
to  nearly  the  summit  of  the  N.  Dank 
of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Noire.  It 
then  proceeds  nearly  on  a  level  through 
that  valley  into  the  valley  of  Trient, 
by  way  of  Finhaut,  and  so  on  to 
Salvan,  and  thence  descends  into  the 
Rhone  valley  at  Yemayaz  rly.  stat 
The  path  was  mostly  reconstructed 
1859,  and  is  for  the  most  part  excel- 
lent as  a  mule-path. 

From  the  L  side  of  the  Val  de 
Trient,  the  upper  part  of  the  valley 
looks  like  a  narrow  black  trench, 
and  the  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc 
filling  up  the  depression  in  the 
side  of  the  valley  of  Chamouni, 
through  which  the  road  of  the  Tete 
Noire  passes,  is  also  very  fine.    Cu- 


rious examples  of  '*  glacier  markings,*' 
interesting  to  the  geolonst,  may  be 
observed  on  the  rocks  of  this  vaUev. 
The  path  continues  for  a  long  time  at 
near^  the  same  elevation,  afibrdins 
fine  views  of  the  valley  of  Trient,  ana 
skirting  at  times  fearnil  precipices,  at 
others  running  through  smiling  pas- 
turages, and  passes  the  villages  of 
Finhaut^  Tnnqueat^KnA  Salvent;  beyond 
which  it  leaves  the  inaccessible  gorge 
through  which  the  Trient  pours  into 
the  valley  of  the  Rhone  a  little  to  the 
rL,  and  descends  by  a  good  mule-path 
through  a  pretty  litUe  well-wooded 
valley  upon  the  village  of  Vemayaz, 
a  little  above  the  Sallenche  waterfall, 
2  m.  from  Martigny.  The  scenery  is 
very  fine  throughout,  and  the  path ' 
well  made,  and  may  be  found  witnout 
a  guide.  Between  Trinquent  and 
Salvent  a  romantic  little  bridge  is 
passed,  similar,  and  at  least  equal  in 
beauty  of  situation,  to  the  Panten- 
brucke  in  the  Lint-thaL  From  Sal- 
vent, two  little  frequented  passes  lead 
to  Sixt.  (See  Kte.  143.)  The  au- 
berge  at  Finhaut  is  a  miserable  place, 
and  afforded  nothing  but  wine  and 
pain  de  eeigle ;  but  ue  village  itself 
is  charmingly  situated. 
Yemayaz  Railway  Stat    Rte.  56. 


ROUTE  142. 

MARTiaWT   TO   CHAMOnNI,  DT  TUB    OOL 
DE  BALMIB. 

Hours. 
MftTtlgnj. 

Forclax 3i 

OoldeBatme 3i 

Arieenti&re 2i 

Quunouni  ..••••   If 

About  20  m.,  8}  hrs*.  steady  walk- 
ing, 10)  hrs.  with  a  mule,  including  a 
hut  at  the  summit.  No  g^ide  needed 
iii  clear  weather. 

This  road,  inferior  in  attractions  to 
the  Tete  Noire,  on  the  whole,  may  be 
recommended  to  traveUers  who  ap- 
proach Chamouni  from  the  YaUus, 
tor  tiie  sake  of  the  magnificent  per- 
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spectiye  view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  his 
Aiguilles  from  the  summit  of  the  Col 
lie  Balme.  It  should  be  taken  only 
in  clear  weather. 

On  leaving  Martigny,  the  route 
over  the  Forclax  (Rte.  141),  renowned 
for  its  view  over  the  Rhone  valley,  is 
passed;  but,  in  descending  to  the  valley 
of  Trient,  a  path  to  the  L  avoids  the 
village  and  leads  towards  the  valley 
and  tne  dark  forest,  up  through  which 
lies  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Balme.  ^ 

The  path  follows  the  margin  of  the 
Trient  torrent,  then  crosses  it  and 
ascends  to  the  forest  of  Magnm^  which 
takes  40  min.  to  traverse.  The  path 
through  it  has  been  improvea  of 
late  years.  It  was  very  steep  and 
fatiguing,  often  intercepted  by  the 
entangled  roots  of  the  pines,  which 
form  steps  2  or  3  ft.  in  height,  making 
it  a  suDJect  of  wonder  how  mules 
got  up  or  down  such  places.  At 
length,  after  climbing  about  1  hr.  up 
the  mountain  side,  and  through  the 
forest,  the  traveller  emems  upon  the 
pasturages  and  chalets  otHerbagdres. 
Above  these  the  ascent  is  gradual  to 
the  Col  de  Balme,  where  one  of  the 
finest  scenes  in  the  world  bursts  upon 
the  traveller.  Mont  Blanc,  from  his 
summit  to  his  base  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouni,  lies  like  a  model  before 
him,  surrounded  by  the  Aiguilles  of 
La  Tour,  Amnti^re,  Verte,  Dru, 
Charmoz,  Micu,  &c.  io, ;  and  each 
divided  from  its  neiehboar  by  enor- 
mous glaciers  whidi  stream  into 
the  valley.  Below,  the  eye  sweeps 
its  course  entirely  throueh  the  vale 
of  Chamouni,  to  the  Col  de  Yosa, 
at  its  other  extremity.  On  the 
rt,  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  the 
nearest :  beyond  these,  bounding  the 
valley,  lies  the  Breven,  and  more  to 
the  right  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
Buet.  It  is  a  magnificent  scene  to 
dwell  upon,  and  iJiose  who  do  not 
arrive  at  Chamouni  by  the  Col  de 
Balme  ought  to  make  an  excursion 
from  the  Prieure,  expressly  to  enjoy 
this  most  glorious  view. 

There  is  a  house  of  refuge  on  the 
Col  de  Balme,  where  shelter  and  re- 
freshment, with  wine,  may  be  had,  and 


5  or  6  tolerable  beds  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive travellers  overtaken  by  a  storm. 

On  the  descent  the  source  of  the 
Arve  is  passed,  at  least  the  highest 
of  its  springs ;  the  path  lies  down 
over  fine  pasturages,  and  by  the  cha  • 
lets  of  Cnaramillan  to  the  hamlet 
of  Tour,  where  cultivation,  though 
scanty,  is  reached,  and  barley,  oats, 
and  flax  are  raised.  On  the  banks 
of  the  torrent  may  be  observed  heaps 
of  blackish  slaty  rubbish,  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  torrents,  and 
carefully  preserved  by  the  inhabitants 
in  small  heaps.  The  traveller  will 
be  pleased  with  the  sagacity  of  the 
peasants  when  he  learns  that  this 
olack  slaty  earth  is  scattered  over  the 
snow  with  which  the  fields  are  co- 
vered in  the  spring  to  accelerate  its 
melting,  which  it  really  effects  several 
weeks  before  it  would  otherwise  dis- 
appear. This  is  owing  to  the  warmth 
aosorbed  by  the  black  earth  from  the 
sun's  rays, — a  philosophical  process 
which  the  inhabitants  appear  to  have 
long  known  and  used ;  for  Saussure 
mentions  it  as  an  old  practice.  Just 
before  the  valley  is  reached  the  path 
falls  into  the  road  to  Chamouni  m>m 
the  Tete  Noire  (Rte.  141). 

To  go  in  one  day  from  Chamouni 
to  Trient,  by  the  Tete  Noire,  and  re- 
turn by  the  Col  de  Balme,  requires 
12  or  13  hrs.  When  this  is  intended, 
to  gain  time  it  is  desirable  to  take  a 
char  as  far  as  Argenti^re,  the  rood 
being  good  enough  to  drive  over  with 
more  despatch  from  Chamouni.  The 
same  char  may  be  kept  for  the  return 
in  the  evening,  by  which  further  time 
and  fatigue  may  he  saved. 
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ROUTE  143. 

BERVOZ  TO  GENEVA,   BT   8IXT. 

Servos. 

Col 4  bra. 

Sixt 5  hrs. 

GtenevA 37  m. 

The  vciliey  of  Sixt  deserves  much 
more  attention  than  it  has  yet  received. 
It  is  recommended  to  all  lovers  of  the 
picturesque,  as  one  of  the  finest  in 
Savoj.  An  interesting  account  of 
the  vidlej  and  its  nei^hoourhood  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  Wills  in 
a  volume  called  *The  Eagle's  Kest' 
It  may  be  visited  either  on  going 
from  Geneva  to  Chamouni,  being  ap- 
proached by  a  good  carriage  -  road 
from  Bonneville,  or,  in  returning  from 
Chamouni,  by  the  Col  d'Anteme,  lead- 
ing across  the  Chaine  de  Fys,  a  ridee 
parallel  to  that  of  the  Breven  and  the 
Aij?uilles  Rouges. 

The  ascent  of  the  Col  cTAntems 
commences  at  Servoz  (Rte.  138).  It 
is  a  mule-path,  and  requires  about  9 
hours  to  reach  Sixt.  A  guide  should 
be  taken  either  from  Chamouny  or 
Servoz,  who  knows  the  way:  it  ought 
not  to  be  attempted  without  Take 
also  provisions  tor  the  day.  Near 
Servoz  may  be  seen  a  monument  to 
an  unfortunate  Dane,  M.  Eschen,  who 
lost  his  life  (1800)  on  the  Buet,  in 
one  of  the  crevasses  concealed  beneath 
the  snow.  The  mountain  above  Servoz 
abounds  in  tertiary  fossils. 

It  takes  more  than  4  hrs.  to  reach 
the  CoL  After  leaving  the  upper 
chalets  the  debris  of  a  mllen  moun- 
tain has  to  be  crossed  by  a  rugged 
path.  The  Col  is  reached  through  a 
fork-like  opening,  from  which  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  its 
chain  is  laid  open  to  the  eye.  The 
summit  of  the  Col  d'Anteme  is  7424 
ft.  above  the  sea-level.  There  is  an- 
other rather  shorter  but  steeper  and 
more  difficult  pass  from  Servoz  to 
Sixt  by  the  Cot  du  Derochoir^  passing 
to  the  W.  side  of  the  Pointe  de  Sales. 
Sixt  may  also  be  reached  in  a  not 
very  fati^ng  day  of  11  hrs.  from 
Chamouni,  by  crossing  the  Col  dn 
Breven,  yi&  Pfanpraz— road  made  by 


the  French  Government ;  avoiding  the 
circuit  by  Servoz.  The  roads  join  at  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Dioza.  The  view 
from  the  Col  du  Breven  is  magnificent 
[The  ascent  of  the  Buet(R.  138  /  and 
e)  may  be  made  from  the  Col  d'Anteme 
by  descending  nearly  due  £.  from  the 
Col  to  the  chalets  of  Moed,  and  in 
1^  hr.  more,  partly  descending  across 
meadovi's  to  tne  hamlet  of  ViQy  (the 
only  night-quarter  on  the  ascent),  Von 
can  ride  as  far  as  Salenton,  ^hr.  furtner. 
Then  begins  the  steepest  and  most 
difficult  part  of  the  ascent,  of  2  honrs' 
toil,  mostly  over  snow.  The  summit 
of  UiB  Buet  is  10,206  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  It  is  thickly  covered  with  snow, 
and  on  the  N.E.  and  N.W.  extend  gla- 
ciers. The  S.  side  is  very  precipitous. 
From  this  point  Mont  Bianc  is  seen  in 
full  grandeur.  E.  stretch  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Valais,  W.  the  view  ex- 
tends over  numberless  rocky  peaks 
far  away  into  Dauphiny,  and  over  a 
multitude  of  ridges  of  Savoyard  moun- 
tains, you  have  various  glimpses  of 
the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Annecy, 
and  the  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
Jura.  The  Buet  may  be  ascended 
more  easily  by  Valorsine  (Rte.  141). 
From  Villy  you  may  descend  the 
course  of  the  Dioza  to  Servoz,  or  take 
a. very  interesting  walk  across  the 
Breven,  descending  to  the  chalets  of 
Planpra  (Rte.  1380-  I*  w  intended 
to  make  a  good  path  by  this  way  to 
the  Col  d^Anteme,  when  the  attrac- 
tions of  this  route  will  be  more  easilj 
appreciated.] 
The  path  to  Sixt  skirts  the  E..mar^ 

fin  of  the  small  Lac  d'Anteme.  The 
escent  on  the  N.  side  is  gradual,  and 
you  arrive  in  about  an  hour  at  the 
bhalets  d'Anteme— a  cluster  of  filthy 
huts.  Here  you  will  find  milk  and 
cheese,  with  tolerably  good  water, 
of  which  there  is  none  on  the  Mon- 
tagues des  Fys.  Near  these  huts  are 
fossil  shells.  On  quitting  this  spot, 
where  women,  children,  and  swine  pie 
together,  you  continue  to  descend 
rapidly,  during  nearly  4  hrs.,  beneath 
the  fine  peak  of  the  Pointe  de  Sales, 
throush  a  narrow  gorge,  whose 
beauties  and  luxuriant  appearance  are 
very  striking  after  the  barren  and 


Pj«f  •  ^  Savoy, 


ROUTE  143. — BUT.      EXCURSIONS. 


415 


bleak  pass  of  the  mountain :  cascades, 
rushing  streams,  and  forests  of  dark 
and  imposing  feature,  are  amongst  the 
Taried  objects  worthy  of  attention.  At 

Sixt  {Ifm :  H.  des  Cascades,  a  large 
house,  once  a  convent,  altered  and 
repaired),  good  quarters  for  those  who 
desire  shooting.  Chamois,  g^use, 
and  partridge  are  to  be  had,  and  also 
delicious  trout,  the  water  of  this  valley 
not  being  too  cold  for  the  fish,  as  at 
Chamouni.  The  guides  at  Sixt  are 
Tcyry  inferior,  and  are  banded  to- 
getner,  as  at  Chamouni,  and  each 
takes  his  turn.  The  charges  are 
fixed:  To  the  Buet,  10  frs.  ;  Per  h 
Cheval,  2  frs.  50  c;  Chamouni,  15  frs. 
Moccand  the  shoemaker  is  a  good 
guide  for  the  Buet,  &c.  Sixt  was  for- 
merly attached  to  a  monastery  (now 
suppressed),  founded  1144  by  Ponce 
de  Faucigny,  and  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated in  the  valley  of  the  Ginre,  at 
the  W.  base  of  the  Buet.  The  valley 
abounds  in  iffoterfalls:  perhaps  the 
one  most  worthy  a  special  visit  is 
that  of  Bouget,  or  Roget,  an  hour's  dis- 
tance from  the  path  leading  to  Col 
d'Anterne. 

Mule-path  from  Planpraz  to  Cha- 
mouni in  construction. 

Hxcursions. — 1.  To  the  Per  a  Cheval, 
a  rugged  precipice,  in  the  form  of  a 
horse-shoe,  guarded  on  the  N.  by  the 
remarkable  mountain  Pic  de  Titme- 
vergea,  and  ornamented  with  several 
cascades,  beyond  which  is  the  Fond  de 
la  Combe,  which  forms  the  termina- 
tion of  the  valley,  3  hrs.  from  Sixt. 
A  rough  char-road  goes  all  the 
way.  On  the  way  the  Buet  raises 
its  snowy  head  (rt.)  into  the  clouds; 
1.  is  the  cascade  of  la  Gouille.  About 
I  of  the  way,  a  humble  tnonument 
marks  the  spot  where  the  entire 
village  of  Entre  Deux  Nants,  with 
180  persons,  was  buried  beneath  a 
landslip.  The  mines  near  the  head 
of  the  valley  are  difficult  of  access, 
and  have  external  communications 
along  the  face  of  the  precipice  from 
adit  to  adit.  The  glacier  on  the  top 
of  the  Per  k  Cheval  is  remarkable 
for  the  very  steep  angle  at  which  it 
descends  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice. 
It  is  said  to  renew  itself  every  7  years, 


its  lower  extremity  constantly  fall- 
ing over  into  the  valley  down  a  pre- 
cipice 500  ft.  deep.  In  returning,  a 
visit  to  the  source  of  the  last  waterfall 
to  the  rt.  before  reaching  Sixt  will 
repay  a  walk  of  15  min.  up  rather 
steep  grass  slopes  and  through  a' 
beecn  wood.  The  path  turns  off  at 
the  mill.  The  mass  of  water  forming 
the  cascade  wells  out  of  a  single  hole 
in  the  rock,  and  is  said  to  be  as  limpid 
in  winter  as  in  summer. 

2.  To  the  Lac  de  Gers,  8  hours' 
walk  the  path  crosses  the  valley  in  a 
S.W.  direction,  and  then  mounts  by 
a  steep  ascent  (passing  the  fine  cas- 
cade of  Pien,  or  Gers,  nearly  hidden 
in  a  deep  cleft)  for  50  min.  A  ravine 
is  then  crossed,  and  the  path  mounts 
aeain  on  the  opposite  sioe,  until  the 
Montague  de  Porte  is  reached — 50 
min.  Hence  there  is  a  very  fine  view 
over  Sixt — the  Monts  Buet  and  Blanc, 
and  the  Pointe  de  Sales.  Hence  to 
the  Lac  de  Gers  is  a  walk  of  45  min. 
over  ground  nearly  level.  No  guide 
required.  Passing  the  Lac  de  Gers, 
the  traveller  may  reach  Sallenches  or 
Oluses  (Rte.  138)  in  about  5  hrs.  The 
ridge  &W.  of  the  lake  is  called  the 
Chaine  des  PrHes;  and  beyond  this  the 
track  descends  to  the  picturesque  Lac 
de  PlatnCf  drained  only  by  a  subter- 
ranean  channel.      From    thence    a 

Sath  to  the  1.  leads  to  Sallenches, 
escending  into  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  near  the  Nant  d'Arpenaz.  A 
track  to  the  rt.  leads  in  about  the 
same  time  (2  hrs.)  to  Cluses. 

3.  To  the  Buet,  It  is  prudent  to 
start  2  or  3  hrs.  before  sunrise,  so  as 
to  reach  the  snow  before  it  has  been 
much  softened  by  the  sun.  An  active 
mountaineer  might  reach  Chamouni 
the  same  day,  but  it  is  a  very  long  ex- 
pedition. The  ascent  may  be  much 
shortened  by  passing  the  night  at 
the  Chalets  des  Fonds,  about  2  hrs. 
from  Sixt 

4.  Two  passes  lead  from  Sixt  to  the 
valley  of  tne  Rhone  by  the  valleys  of 
the  Trient  or  the  Sallenches.  The 
less  difficult  ascends  the  precipitous 
rocks  of  the  Tdte  Noire,  about  the 
middle  of  the  Per  k  Cheval,  and  leads 
by  the  chalets  of  Emoussons  to  Sal- 
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vent  (Kte.  141).  By  the  other  more 
difficult- and  rarely-used  pass  it  is 
possible  to  reach  Salvent  or  the  yalley 
of  the  Sallenches.  Scaling  the  for- 
midably steep  rocks  of  me  lower 
portion  of  the  Pic  de  Tinnevergea, 
you  may  reach  the  Col  de  Tmneverges, 
which  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  Fer  k 
Che  val  at  the  N.£.  comer  of  the  amphi- 
theatre. It  was  passed  by  an  English 
traveller  in  1860. 

For  the  passes  to  Champ^ry  see 
Bte.  144. 

A  Mail  Carriage,  taking  2  or  3  pas- 
sengers, runs  three  times  a  week  to 
Bonneville. 

There  are  two  char-roads  to  Ge- 
neva—one by  Bonneville,  in  good  con- 
dition ;  another,  shorter,  but  not 
so  well  kept,  by  St.  Jeoire;  but  St. 
Jeoire  is  by  &r  the  most  picturesque: 
distance  either  way  about  36  m. 

1^  hour  below  Sixt  is  Samoene  {Inn: 
Croix  d'Or),  a  beautifully  situated 
town  of  3000  Inhab. 

Tannmges,  a  town  of  2800  Inhab., 
2i  leagues  from  Samoeus,  has  a  caetle, 
now  custom-house.  From  hence  Bon- 
neville and  the  high  road  from  Cha- 
mounx  to  Geneva  may  be  reached  in 
about  10  m.  of  good  road.  By  the 
more  direct  route  it  is  a  distance  of 
2}  leagues  to 

St.  Jeoire  {Inns:  Couronne;  Lion 
d'Or)  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  3f6le, 
a  mountain  very  conspicuous  from 
Greneva.  Its  top  commands  a  fine 
view.    2^  leagues  hence  is 

Nangy,  on  the  road  from  Chamouni  to 

Geneva^  Bte.  53. 


BOUTE  144. 

BIXT  TO  MONTHEY — ^VAL  d'iLLIEZ. 

This  route  leads  through  charming 
scenery,  and  is  perfectly  easy  for  the 
most  moderate  pedestrian,  or  fbr 
ladies  who  can  ride  for  about  6  hrs. 
There  are  excellent  inns  at  Cham- 
p6ry  and  at  Samoens.  There  is  a 
direct  pass  from  the  head  of  the 
▼alley  of  Sixt  to  Champery  by  the 
Col  de  Sageroux,  This  was  formerly 
a  difficult,  and  even  dangerous  pass, 
but  it  is  said  that  the  path  has  been 


improved,  and  no  mountaineer  need 
now  hesitate  to  follow  it  with  a  good 
guide.  There  is  another  pass,  nut 
quite  so  difficult,  by  the  Golette  de 
I  Oukus,  Ordinary  travellers  will  pre- 
fer the  more  circuitous  but  much 
easier  route  by  the  Col  de  Gol^ze 
and  the  Col  de  Coux. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col'de  Golize  com- 
mences  at  Samoens;  the  path  for  the 
entire  way  to  the  Col  lies  through 
beautiful  forest  scenery,  diversified  by 
grassy  glades,  from  which  exquisite 
views  are  gained  of  the  limestone  peaks 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains.  The 
ascent  to  the  Col,  passing  the  villages 
or  hamlets  of  Les  Moulins  and  Les 
AUamans^  occupies  about  3  hrs.;  the 
descent  from  thence  to  Samoens  about 
2^  hrs.  Close  to  the  summit  (about 
5600  ft)  are  some  chalets,  where 
wine,  milk,  and  bread  and  cheese  are 
to  be  had. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Col  the 
traveller  sees  to  the  N.E  another  and 
higher  ridge  which  separates  him 
from  the  Val  d'llliez.  Below  him,  at 
no  great  depth,  is  a  stream,  the 
torrent  of  the  Drance,  which  flows 
into  the  lake  of  Geneva  near  Thonon 
(see  Bte.  57).  The  way  to  the  Col 
de  Coux  winds  round  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance,  beneath  some 
limestone  crags,  and  through  a  mag- 
nificent pine  forest.  The  summit 
(about  6400  ft),  marked  by  a  cross, 
is  reached  in  1^  hr.  from  the  Col  de 
Gol^se,  or  about  IJ  hr.  when  travel- 
ling in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
descent  from  the  Col  de  Coux  into 
the  Val  d'Bliex  is  at  first  rather 
steep.  About  halfway  down  a  stream- 
let from  a  sulphureous  spring  is 
crossed  by  a  stone  bridge.  The 
descent  to  Champery  is  easily  made 
in  2  hrs.;  the  ascent  from  Champery 
requires  2<^  hrs. 

Champ^  {Itrns:  H6tel  et  Pension 
de  la  Dent  du  Midi,  excellent  and 
moderate,  pension  4^  fr.  a  day;  the 
landlord,  M.  LonfSftt,  is  a  most  worthy 
and  excellent  man; — Croix  Fed^rale 
is  still  cheaper,  but  second-rate)  is 
well  suited  for  headquarters  fmrn 
whence  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  seen  in  detail. 
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It  is  rather  hot  for  its  height  (3700  ft.) 
above  the  sea. 

The  chief  excursion  from  Cham- 
p^ryfor  mountaineers  is  the  ascent 
of  the  Dent  du  Midi,  whose  rugged 
and  seemingly  inaccessible  crag^  form 
80  striking  an  object  from  the  E.  end 
of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  most 
direct  route,  but  fit  only  for  good 
cragsmen,  passes  by  the  Croix  de 
ZelSze,  and  reaches  the  summit  in 
5^  hrs.  An  easier  way  passes  by  the 
chalets  of  Bonavnnx,  1^  nr.,  and  from 
thence  gains  the  summit  in  5  hrs. 
The  view  is  magnificent,  including 
the  greater  part  of  the  Pennine  chain 
and  the  nearer  Alps  of  Bex.  The 
beautiful  Val  d'llliez  is  about  9  m. 
in  length  firom  Champ^ry  to  Monthey. 
There  is  an  excellent  carriage-road  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Viege  torrent,  passing 
the  villages  of  Val  d'llliez  (a  decent  Inn) 
and  Trois  Tbrrenta.  Pedestrians  bound 
for  Bex  may  take  a  footpath  along  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  At  C/iouex, 
opposite  Monthey,  there  is  a  path 
leading  direct  to  Massongex  and  Bex. 
The  erratic  blocks  of  Monthey  and 
the  Val  d*Illiez  have  furnished  much 
matter  for  discussion  among  geolo- 
gists. 

(For  Monthey  see  Rte.  57.) 
[Travellers  wishing  to  reach  Tho- 
non,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  from 
Samoens,  may  take  the  Col  de  Gol^ze; 
but  there  is  a  rather  short  route  by 
the  Col  de  Jouxplane  leading  direct 
to  Morzine.  (For  this  and  other 
routes  from  the  Val  d'llliez  to  Tho- 
non  see  Bte.  57.)] 


ROUTE  146. 

AOSTA  TO  PONTB  IN  VAL  D'ORCA,  BY 
COONE  AND  THE  TAL  SOANNA. 

B.  M. 

Aosta. 

Cogne    ......  6  30 

Highest  chileto     ...  3  0 

Ck>l  de  I'ArietU     ...  1  30 

CampigUa 3  0 

I^>iite 4  0 

From  Aosta  (Rte.  134)  a  road 
leads  directly  down  to  the  river  Doire, 
which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden  bridge, 


and  a  path  ascends  on  the  rt.  bank 
through  the  rich  plain  of  the  valley, 
and  through  the  villages  of  Gressau 
and  Joveneau  to  Aitnaville,  where  one 
of  the  most  fantastical  offences  to 
good  taste  in  building  spoils  one  of 
the  finest  sites  in  the  valley.  A 
knoll  jutting  out  into  it  is  surmounted 
with  a  square  mass  of  masonry,  with 
an  ugly  gallery  erected  in  the  early 
part  of  Uie  last  century,  a  modern 
antique,  worse  than  any  cockney  cas- 
tle. '  Within  it  is  an  ancient  armoury 
of  the  barons  of  Aimaville.  It  is  now 
inhabited  by  the  Contessa  di  Rooca 
Chalaud. 

From  Aimaville  the  ascent  is  steep 
to  the  hamlet  of  St.  Martin.  The 
view  from  the  crest  above  it  is  per- 
haps the  finest  in  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
in  the  richness  of  its  plain,  studded 
with  villas  and  ch&teaux.  The  city  is 
seen  as  in  a  glorious  frame,  and  be- 
yond it,  towards  the  great  chain,  the 
peaks  of  the  Monte  Rosa  close  the 
picture. 

On  turning  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain which  forms  the  southern  side  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Vat  de  Cogne,  a 
path  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  1000  ft. 
above  the  torrent  of  the  Cogne  leads 
into  the  valley.  Soon  after  losing 
sight  of  Aosta,  deep  in  the  valley  be* 
neath  the  path,  the  tops  of  the  cot- 
tages of  Pont  d'Ael  are  seen  clustered 
with  a  few  trees,  and  near  it  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  ravine.  This 
is  well  worth  an  examination,  and  a 
path  leads  down  to  this  remarkable 
village,  where  the  bridge  crossing  the 
gulf  will  be  found  to  be  an  ancient 
aaueduct,  which  now  serves  as  a  road. 
Tnis  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  Roman  structures  remaining  in 
the  Val  d' Aosta,  from  the  times  of 
the  empire.  It  is  raised  nearly  400  f  L 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses  by 
a  single  arch  ;  inmiedlately  above  the 
arch,  and  under  the  present  road, 
is  the  ancient  gallery,  which  is  lit 
through  slits  in  the  wall  The  gallery 
is  180  ft.  long,  14fL  high,  and  3  ft. 
wide.  The  vault  is  composed  of  the 
slabs  which  formed  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  watercourse.  The  gallery  in 
entered  by  arched  ports  at  either  end; 
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there  are  two,  one  on  the  upper  side, 
at  the  village  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  at 
the  other  end  the  port  opens  down 
the  valley.  This  singular  work  is 
in  perfectly  sound  condition,  though 
built,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  sharp 
inscription  indicates,  hy  Caius  Aimus 
and  his  son,  of  Padua,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Augustus.  This  in- 
scription is  inaccessible  ;  it  is  placed 
on  a  tablet  just  over  the  arch  on  the 
lower  side  towards  the  valley  of 
Aosta.  Though  it  cannot  be  reached, 
to  which  fact  it  probably  owes  its  pre- 
servation, yet  it  can  be  readily  read 
from  the  brink  of  the  precipice  on  the 
side  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  the  inscription  : — 

IMP.  GJE&ARE  AUaUSTO  Zm. 

COS.  D£SIGN.  a  AVILLIU8  C.  F.  C  ADfUS 

PATAVINUS  PaiVATUlI. 

Their  name  is  still  preserved  in  the 
village  and  chateau  oi  AimaviUe. 

Travellers  in  theVal  d' Aosta  should 
not  fail  to  visit  this  interesting  work 
of  antiquity,  which  is  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation where  it  is  impossible  to  inu^ne 
that  any  benefit  could  ever  have  arisen 
commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the 
structure.  The  surrounding  scenery 
is  very  fine. 

The  distance  from  Aosta  to  Pont 
d'Ael  by  the  route  described  is  about 
24  hours'  walk.  For  pedestrians  from 
dourmayeur  there  is  a  short  way 
from  Villeneuve  to  Pont  d'Ael,  wind- 
ing round  the  slope  of  the  hill. 

In  ascending  tne  valley  of  Oogne 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retrace  one's 
steps  to  regain  the  path  high  upon  the 
mountain  side.  A  shorter  cut  from 
Pont  d'Ael  leads  to  it ;  the  valley 
for  a  long  way  above  Pont  d'Ael 
is  a  ravine,  utterly  impracticable  in 
its  depth,  which,  except  at  two  or 
three  points,  is  equally  impervious  to 
the  eye.  Opposite  to  one  spot,  where 
the  path  turns  suddenly  into  a  deep 
riffc  or  crue  in  the  mountain  side,  is  a 
slide,  down  which  trees  cut  in  the 
forest  above  are  discharged,  for  the 
chance  of  the  torrent  bringing^  them 
down  to  the  Yal  d' Aosta.  Isot  one 
in  ten  escapes  being  broken  into  splin- 
ters; theses  however,  serve  for  work- 


ing the  iron  raised  in  the  Val  de 
Cogne,  and  celebrated  in  Piedmont 

The  diflicidties  of   constructing  a 
road  by  which  the  productions  of  ihe 
valley  could  be  broueht  down,  are 
obvious  on  observing  its  precipitous 
character.  The  valley,  however,  opens 
a  little  near  some  iron- works,  and  from 
where  the  river  is  crossed  to  its  I 
bank,  a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Cogne. 
This  road  was  made  by  two  brothers, 
iron-masters,  who  have  recorded  its 
formation  on  a  tablet  in  a  rock.     It  is 
kept  in  repair  and  has  been  mnch  im- 
proved at  the  expense  of  the  commune 
of  Cogne,  under  the  Judicious  admi- 
nistration of  Dr.  Grappin,  a  physician, 
a  man  of  general  information,  who 
acquired  influence    enough  over  his 
compatriots  to  induce  them  to  carry 
out  many  local  improvements  which 
he  suggested.  There  is  very  little  cul- 
tivation in  the  valley,  as  the  products 
of  the  mines  gave  occupation  to  its 
inhabitants;  every  stream  driving  its 
tilt  hammer,  and  almost  every  person 
being  employed  in  workine,  smelting, 
or  forging  Uie  iron  raised.     Within 
the  last  few  years,  however,  the  com- 
pany has  failed,  which  led  to  the  stop- 
page of  the  works  and  to  great  dis- 
tress amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley. 

The  hamlets  of  Vieille  Silvenoir, 
Epinel,  and  Creta  are  passed  before 
reaching  the  considerable  village  of 

Cogne,  5^  hrs.'  walk  from  Aosta, 
Inn :  La  Grivola,  built  1864. 

[For  mountaineers  there  is  a  some- 
what longer  but  more  interesting  way 
from  Aosta,  by  ascending  to  the  chalets 
of  Comboi,  on  the  way  to  the  Becca  di 
Nona,  and  thence  crossing  the  ridge 
nearly  due  S.,  with  a  magnificent  view 
of  the  snowy  Alps  of  Cogne.  It 
is  quite  possible  to  ascend  the  Becca 
di  Kona,  and  from  thence  descend  to 
Cogne,  in  1  long  day  from  Aosta.] 

The  village  is  beautifully  situated 
at  the  union  of  3  valleys,  amidst 
charming  meadows,  which  contrast 
strikins^ly  with  the  barren  scenes 
through  which  the  traveller  has 
passed.  The  valley  N.E.  of  Cogne 
leads  to  the  Mont  Emilius,  and  by 
a  pass    to  the    Vol   de   8L   MarccL 
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In  the  opposite  direction  the  Vdl 
Valnobe  leads  to  the  great  glacier  of 
Vermiana. 

A  day  may  be  spent  with  interest 
and  pleasure  here  in  visiting  the 
abandoned  iron-mines.  A  very  steep 
ascent  of  2-J  hrs.  from  Cogne  leads  to 
them.  The  iron  was  worked  in  the 
face  of  the  mountain,  and  seems  to  be 
of  almost  unlimited  extent.  A  vast 
surface  of  pure  ore,  yielding  from  70 
to  80  per  cent  of  metal,  is  exposed  to 
open  day.  The  workmen  lived  in 
wretched  cabins  during  the  week,  but 
descended  to  spend  their  Sundays  in 
the  valley.  Tne  height  of  the  mine 
above  the  valley  is  at  least  3000  ft, 
and  as  much  as  120  rubbie  or  3000  lbs. 
of  ore  was  brought  down  at  once, 
upon  sledges  worked  by  men  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner. 

On  the  mountains  near  Cogne  are 
some  of  the  few  bouquetins  left  in  the 
Alps.  Their  destruction  is  prohibited 
under  heavy  penalties. 

On  leaving  Cogne  for  the  head  of 
the  valley,  a  good  road  continues  up 
to  the  place  where  the  path  branches 
off  by  which  the  iron-ore  is  brought 
down  from  the  mountain. 

From  all  the  heights  round  Cogne 
Mont  Blanc  is  admirably  seen,  for  the 
valley  is  a  prolongation  in  direction 
of  that  between  Yilleneuve  and  Cour- 
mayeur.  The  beautiful  pyramidal 
peak  of  the  Fie  de  la  Griooki  or  Come 
de  Cogne  (13,003  ft),  between  the  val- 
leys of  Cogne  and  Savaranche,  is  also 
a  conspicuous  object 

Leaving  the  little  plain  of  Cogne, 
the  road  to  the  Col  ascends  by  a  steep 
path  on  the  mountain  side,  leaving  on 
the  rt  a  valley  into  which  descends 
the  glacier  of  Money,  descending 
from  the  mountain  called  the  Grand 
Paradis,  The  steep  path  passes  over 
what  appears  to  be  a  vast  dyke  in  the 
valley ;  the  torrent  flows  round  it  to 
escape  through  a  ravine  at  one  extre- 
mity. On  crossing  the  ridge,  the  tra- 
veller finds  himself  on  a  more  wild 
and  open  ground,  leading  to  the  Alps 
and  pasturages  of  Chavanes.  Some 
of  the  lower  chalets  are  soon  reached : 
further  up  on  this  fine  Alp,  which 
fedds  large  flocks  and  herds  during 
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the  summer,  numerous  chalets  form 
the  cluster  known  as  the  Chalets  of 
Chavanes,  From  this  point  there  are  2 
routes  to  the  Val  Soanna — (a)  the 
more  direct,  somewhat  difficult,  over 
glacier;  the  other  (6)  longer,  but,  on 
the  whole,  more  interesting. 

a.  This  pass  across  the  glacier  is  not 
practicable  for  mules.  From  Cogne 
to  the  crest  of  the  pass  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs. — the  glacier  itself  may  be 
crossed  in  20  minutes.  This  pass  is 
known  as  the  Col  de  V Arietta^  Caution 
should  be  used  in  crossing  the  glacier: 
the  natives  do  not  know  it  well,  and 
when  there  is  even  a  slight  covering 
of  snow,  it  is  prudent  to  carry  a  rope, 
since  the  crevasses,  though  narrow, 
are  very  numerous.  The  Col  is  ele- 
vated and  very  narrow,  the  view  from 
it  towards  the  S.  is  magnificent ;  in 
clear  weather  the  city  of  Turin  is 
visible — seen  over  and  far  beyond  the 
deep  Val  Campea,  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  and  seemingly  of 
perpendicular  descent  Towards  the 
N.  the  Monte  Kosa  and  Mont  Blanc 
can  both  be  seen  if  the  traveller  can 
climb  a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  magni- 
ficent objects.  The  descent  from  the 
Col  is  excessively  steep,  but  quite 
safe  down  to  the  valley  of  Campea ; 
here,  however,  a  commodious  path 
leads  gently  down  through  scenes  of 
continually  increasing^  ^sauty.  On 
looking  back  the  Col  de  Cogne  ap- 
pears as  if  guarded  by  inaccessible 
precipices. 

3  hrs.  from  the  Col  is  Campiglia  (no 
Inn\  a  wretched  hamlet,  whose  male 
inhabitants  for  the  most  part  migrate 
in  winter  into  the  plains  of  It^y  to 
exercise  their  trades  of  coppersmith 
and  lampmaker. 

^  hr.Valprato.  Here  Bte.  &  falls 
in. 


h.  A  longer  road,  but  more  varied 
and  beautiful,  and  barely  practicable 
for  mules,  is  found  by  leaving  the 
glaciers  of  Cogne  on  the  rt,  and 
turning  to  the  1.  up  a  steep  and  diffi- 
cult ascent  to  a  narrow  col,  called  the 
Fenltre  de  Cogne,  a  mere  notch  in  the 
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crest  of  the  mountain.  From  this  place 
the  view  of  the  Alps  which  bound 
the  Val  de  Cogne  on  the  W.  is  magni- 
ficent, from  the  grandeur  of  their  forms 
and  the  vast  extent  of  their  glaciers. 

In  the  opposite  direction,  the  gla- 
ciers which  crest  the  northern  side 
of  the  Val  d'Orca  are  not  less  strik- 
ing, and  are  perhaps  more  impressive 
from  their  greater  proximity.  They 
form  a  vast  barrier  to  the  rt.  of  the  Val 
Champorcher,  which  opens  into  the 
Val  d  iVosta  (Rte.  134),  at  Fort  Bard. 

The  descent  to  the  head  of  the 
Val  Champorcher  is  rather  difficult, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  path  and 
looseness  of  the  soiL  This  difficulty 
ends  before  reaching  a  little  chapel  or 
oratory, called  Notre  Dame  de  la  Neige. 
This  oratory  is  placed  on  the  brink  of 
one  of  several  little  lakes,  formed  by 
the  melting  of  the  glaciers.  No  spot 
can  be  more  savage  than  this,  or  give 
a  more  impressive  idea  of  dreary  soli- 
tude. 

The  path  now  skirts,  as  it  leaves  it 
on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous  moun- 
tain mass,  and  descends  rapidly  down 
the  valley,  but  nothing  haoitable  ap- 
pears. The  valley  deepens  consi- 
derably on  the  L  below  the  path  :  the 
eye  can  trace  its  course  down  towards 
Bard,  and  a  path  across  it  is  also 
seen,  which  leads  from  the  village  of 
Champorcher  by  the  Chalets  of  Do- 
doney  into  the  valley  of  Fenis. 

A^ter  skirting  a  buttress  of  the 
mountain  the  path  reaches  the  bank 
of  a  torrent  just  where  it  issues  from 
a  glacier ;  then,  crossing  another 
ridge  over  a  beautiful  pasturage,  it 
descends  to  the  borders  of  a  little  lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  Col  di  Reale. 

[From  this  spot  to  Fort  Bard  down 
the  valley  of  Champorcher  is  about 
4  hrs.  About  12  hrs.  altogether  from 
Cogne  to  Bard.  The  road  is  very 
bad,  scarcely  fit  for  mules,  although 
it  was  repaired  in  1854,  when  the 
King  of  Piedmont  and  Duke  of  Genoa, 
with  a  large  suite,  made  a  hunting  ex- 
cursion in  this  district  (See  Rte.  134.)"] 

Turning  abruptly  to  the  rt.  the  path 
leads  in  less  than  an  hour  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  ridge  separating  the  head  of  I 


Val  Champorcher  from  the  E.  branch 
of  the  Val  Soanna,  sometimes  called 
Col  di  Champorcher  and  sometimes  Cv£ 
di  Reale,  From  this  crest  one  of  the 
finest  Alpine  panoramas  is  presented. 

From  the  crest  the  descent  is  rapid. 
Passing  to  the  1.  under  a  beetling 
mountain,  the  path  skirts  a  deep 
ravine,  leaves  on  the  rt.  some  old  adits 
of  a  mine  worked  unprofitably  for 
silver,  and,  after  a  tortuous  descent  of 
2  hrs.,  passes  by  some  chdlets.  The 
level  of  the  pine  forests  is  soon  reached, 
and  deep  in  a  little  plain  is  seen  the 
church  and  village  of  Val  Pra,  the 
highest  in  the  Val  Soanna.  If  the 
traveller  arrive  late  at  Val  Pra,  the 
worthy  old  peasant  Giuseppe  Danna 
will  give  him  his  best  welcome. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  this 
little  plain,  the  path  descends  by  a 
stunted  pine  forest,  and  through  the 
depths  of  the  valley  to  the  village  of 
Feney,  and  by  one  or  two  little  hamlets 
to  the  village  of  Ciampanella,  There 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  part  of  the 
valley,  until  just  before  reaching  the 
hamlet  of  Bosco  del  Roco  :  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  slip  from  the 
mountain,  which  took  place  in  1 833, 
and  strewed  the  little  plain  with  rocks 
and  stones.  At  the  namlet  of  Val- 
prato,  2 J  hrs.  from  Val  Pra,  the 
track  falls  into  that  from  the  Col  de 
r  Arietta. 


}  hr.  Ronco :  there  is  an  Inrif  which 
hunger  and  fatigue  alone  can  make  en- 
durable ;  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  wild 
and  striking  situation,  leads  across  a 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingria. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
SoanrM  wear  a  singular  sort  of  shoe 
or  boot;  it  is  made  of  coarse  wooUen, 
tied  tight  round  the  ankle,  but  half  as 
broad  again  as  the  foot;  its  use  g^ves 
an  awkwardness  to  their  g^it. 

Below  Ingria  the  valley  becomes  a 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  g^nd 
character,  vast  precipices,  gorges 
and  forests,  offer  alternately,  some- 
times together,  their  magnificent  ma- 
terials for  Alpine  scenery.  The  road 
descends  to  the  level  of  the  river,  hero 
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80  hemmed  in  hj  rocks  that  it  has 
been  necessary  to  cut  a  passage 
through  them.  Enormous  overhang- 
ing masses  close  the  proximate  part 
of  the  valley,  hiding  Ponte  from  view 
altogether,  whilst  beyond  it  the  plains 
of  Piedmont  appear. 

A  path  down  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  quarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Naova  of  Ponte,  the  cotton-works 
established  by  the  Baron  du  Port, 
and  about  half  a  mile  beyond  is 

2}  hrs.  Ponte  (Inn^  tolerable,  al 
Valentino),  a  singular  old  town  ;  its 
streets  lined  with  arcades,  under  which 
the  market  is  held. 

The  picturesque  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  coniluenoe  of  the  Soanna 
and  the  Oreo  can  hardly  be  exceeded, 
rich  in  vineyards,  enclosed  by  moun- 
tains, offering,  in  •combination  with 
the  surrounding  scenery,  the  towers 
and  ruins  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  situations,  and  the  head 
of  the  valley  closed  by  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  lofty  ranse  which  divides 
the  Val  d'Orco  from  the  Tarentaise. 

There  are  many  spots  about  Ponte 
which  offer  views  of  singular  beauty. 
Pew  places  are  so  rich  in  the  pictu- 
resque :  these,  too,  offer  a  remancable 
variety,  for  besides  the  views  of  Ponte 
and  the  valley,  from  the  villages  on 
the  surrounmng  mountains'  sides, 
both  the  Oreo  and  the  Soanna  pre- 
sent retreats  in  their  deep  and  retired 
courses,  which  are  nowhere  exceeded 
for  picturesqneness.  A  walk  down 
two  or  three  meadows  between  Ponte 
and  the  Oreo  leads  to  one  of  these, 
well  worth  the  traveller's  visit,  where 
the  bright  deep  waters  of  the  Oreo 
seem  hemmed  in  by  lofty  and  forest- 
crowned  precipices.  The  Ch,  of  Sta, 
MarLt  on  an  eminence,  ^  hr.'s  walk 
below  the  town,  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  junction  and  of  the  valley 
as  far  as  Courgn^. 

The  establishment  of  the  Fathrica^ 
the  first  cotton  works  known  in  Pied- 
mont, has  given  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, as  printers,  spinners,  weavers, 
and  dyers;  the  goods  beine  prepared 
within  the  walls  of  the  Fabonca,  from 
the  raw  material  as  imported  from 


Genoa,  to  the  completion  of  every 
article  for  the  markeL 


Ponte  is  distant  6  hours  from  Turin, 
to  which  city  a  diligence  goes  3  times 
a  week.  There  is  an  excellent  car- 
riage-road to  the  capital,  which  passes 
through 

CqurgfU^-{Inn:  Leone  d'Oro,  tolera- 
ble)— a  large  town  en  the  W.  side  of 
the  Oreo.  A  good  Nvalker  may  go  from 
Cogne  to  Courg^e  in  a  day  across  the 
Col  de  r Arietta  f  but  the  stranger 
should  get  the  assistance  of  a  guide 
over  the  Col.  From  Courgn^  the  road 
to  Turin  continues  through  Valper^a, 
celebrated  for  having  one  of  ttie 
noblest  campaniles  in  Piedmont  ; 
Rivarolo;  Lombardore,  where  the 
river  Mailone  is  crossed;  and  I/emic; 
besides  numerous  villages.  All  those 
places  named  are  towns,  and  some  are 
large.  They  are  situated  in  the  richest 
part  of  Piedmont,  amidst  Indian  corn, 
vines,  mulberry  and  fig-trees.  Those 
which  are  placed  on  the  subsidences 
of  the  Alps,  a  little  above  the  plains, 
are  in  the  most  beautiful  situations, 
surrounded  by  vine-covered  hills,  and 
backed  by  lofty  ranges  of  mountains. 
Little  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  ri<;h- 
ness  and  beauty  of  Piedmont,  except 
by  those  who  have  skirted  the  moun- 
tains on  the  borders  of  its  rich  plains. 
The  traveller  who  enters  it  abruptly, 
by  the  usual  routes,  at  right  angles, 
across  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  sees  too 
little  of  its  actual  and  picturesque 
richness  to  estimate  justly  this  fine 
country. 
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ROUTE  147. 

PONTE  TO  VILLENEUVE,  BY  THE  VAL 
SAVARANCHE. 

Hra. 
Ponte. 

Locana •  2i 

Novaaca 2^ 

Ceresol 3 

Chapifl li 

PoDt 6 

ViUeneaT6 6i 

About  20  hours'  walk :  distances 
approximate. 

At  the  chdlets  milk,  cheese,  and 
butter  may  be  had,  but  the  traveller 
must  carry  bread  and  wine  when 
he  visits  tnese  wild  valleys  ;  and  he 
is  especially  cautioned  against  wan- 
dering there  without  a  careful  and 
well-recommended  euide.  At  No- 
▼asca,  or  Ceresol,  Giuseppe  Bruscha, 
better  known  by  the  name  of  Muot, 
from  the  loss  of  one  hand,  may  be 
heard  of;  he  is  a  good  guide,  an  active 
mountaineer,  a  capital  chasseur,  and  a 
good-tempered,  intelligent  fellow. 

On  leavine  Ponte  to  ascend  the 
Val  d'Orco,  the  road  continues  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  its 
course.  The  scenery  is  very  fine; 
the  forms  of  the  mountains  vast  and 
g^nd,  rugged  and  broken,  clothed 
with  magnificent  chestnut-trees,  and 
frequent^  exhibiting  the  effects  of 
disintegration  in  the  enormous  blocks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  heights, 
in  many  places  in  such  quantity  that 
the  road  is  carried  over  or  around  the 
debris  with  such  sinuosity  and  undu- 
lation, that  the  variety  of  views  they 
aid  to  present  gives  a  peculiar  cha- 
racter to  this  valley. 

About  3  m.  from  Ponte  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Sparone,  Many  little  ham- 
lets lie  on  the  road,  and  many  usines 
are  worked  for  small  iron  wares  with 
tilts,  and  no  stream  is  allowed  to  re- 
main idle,  where,  at  a  small  cost, 
and  with  simple  machinery,  it  can  be 
made  to  tilt  a  hammer,  or  move  a  saw. 

Locana,  a  little  town,  the  streets 


narrow  and  dirty.  7itn:  Leone  d'Oro, 
tolerable. 

In  these  villages  many  of  the  weav* 
ers  are  employed  by  the  Fabbrica. 

Above  Locana  the  valley  soon  be- 
comes dreary,  and  the  road  more 
rugged,  ana  some  smeltin^-houses 
and  foirges  belonging  to  M.  Binna  are 
reacheo. 

Thus  far  the  road  is  practicable  for 
chars.  Above,  there  is  only  a  mule- 
path,  which  winds  up  amidst  the 
enormous  masses  of  fallen  granite 
and  serpentine,  some  of  which  have 
blocked  up  the  course  of  the  torrent, 
and  compelled  it  to  find  another 
channel — these,  and  the  savage  moun- 
tains which  now  domineer  in  the  val- 
ley* give  it  great  wildness.  Yet  the 
tortuous  road  rising  over  these  eboni&' 
mens  often  leads  4o  beautiful  little 
plains  between  them. 

There  are  several  hamlets  above 
Locana,  as  St.  Marco,  Arsone,  and 
La  Frera,  but  each  is  more  and  more 
miserable,  until  the  climax  of  wretch- 
edness is  found  at  Novasca,  which  has 
pointed  a  proverb — 

NovMca,  Novaaca, 
Poco  pane,  lunga  taaca. 

Here  a  grand  cataract  bursts  out 
from  a  rift  in  a  mountain  mass  of 
granite,  where  all  is  denuded  to  abso- 
lute sterility.  Below  it  a  thousand 
enormous  masses  of  granite  boulders 
are  brought  doi'^ii  and  thrown  together 
by  the  falL  The  passage  across  the 
nver,  among  these  rocks,  is  a  curious 
specimen  of  Alpine  bridge-building: 
poles  and  planks  are  placed  from  ro^ 
to  rock,  and  almost  under  the  spray 
of  the  cataract.  Beyond  the  passage 
of  this  torrent  the  road  stUl  ascends 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Oreo. 

About  1  m.  above  Novasca  is  a 
gorge  called  the  Scalare  de  Cere- 
sol,  where  lofty  precipices  overhane 
the  course  of  the  Oreo,  which 
tumbles  in  a  succession  of  cata- 
racts. The  path  which  leads  to 
the  summit  is  cut  out  of  the  rocks, 
and  a  flight  of  steps  TScalare),  prac- 
ticable for  mules,  is  carried  np 
through  the  gorge;  sometimes  on  the 
brink  of  the   precipice ;    at   others, 
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cut  BO  deep  into  its  side  that  the 
rocky  canopy  overhangs  it.  This  ex- 
traordinary path  extends  half  a  mile. 
Crosseg  fixeTa^st  the  rock  mark 
the  spots  of  accidents. 

The  termination  of  this  wild  road 
is  like  a  winding  staircase,  in  which 
it  is  difficult  for  a  mule  to  turn.  On 
emerging  the  traveller  finds  himself  on 
a  plain  where  barley  is  grown,  and  an 
abundance  of  rich  meadow-land.  Im- 
mediately before  him  is  the  snowy 
range  dividing  the  Val  Fomo  from 
the  Val  d'Orco,  and  across  which  a 
col  leads  in  a  few  hours  to  Gros 
Cavallo. 

Alittleway  within  the  plain  of  Cere- 
sol  the  valley  turns  to  the  right  and 
the  Oreo  washes  the  base  of  a  mountain, 
where  the  Comte  d'Aglie  has  some 
silver-mines.  The  ore  is  smelted  in  the 
valley.  Near  the  works  there  is  a 
spring  of  water  slightly  ferruginous, 
but  so  highly  carbonated  that  the  gas 
escapes  from  it  in  a  sparkling  state. 
It  is  almost  tasteless;  when  drunk 
at  the  spring  it  is  delicious.  About 
10  min.  from  the  spring  a  clean  and 
comfortable  Inn  has  been  built,  fre- 
quented by  Turinese  in  the  summer. 
This  affords  the  only  available  head- 
quarters for  excursions  in  this  part 
of  the  Graian  Alps. 

The  Leoanna,  seen  on  the  left  as  the 
traveller  ascends  the  valley,  is  a  very 
fiprand  mountain,  but  the  height  has 
been  exaggerated,  being  probably 
about  12,000  ft.  Three  of  the  peaks, 
near  together,  bear  the  name  of  the 
Troia  Bees.  The  valley  widens  near 
(30  min.)  the  few  and  scattered  houses 
of  Ceresol,  the  highest  of  its  villages, 
about  1  hr.  above  the  Scalare.  It  has 
a  miserable  Irm. 

To  shorten  the  next  day's  journey, 
some  travellers  may  think  it  better  to 
ascend  the  valley  yet  higher  up  to 

The  Cftdleta  of  Ckapis^  and,  if  mules 
are  required,  to  engage  them  at 
Ceresol  to  come  up  the  following 
morning  to  Chapis  early  enough  to 
insure  arrival,  in  g^ood  time,  at  Yille- 
'neuve,  in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  10  hrs. 
walk,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
Fatigue  only,  however,  is  spared — no 
time  is  gained  by  riding. 


Time ^t walking  across  the  pass: — 

R.  X. 

From  Chapia  to  the  nunmlt     •  a  10 

M    CroU  d'Arolette  ...  I  46 

M    Pout 0  40 

„    OioQZ 2    0 

,,    yiUeneuve 3  36 

[From  Cereaol,  the  extraordinary 
pass  of  the  Oalese,  leading  from  the 
head  of  the  Val  d'Orco  to  Tignes,  in 
the  upper  valley  of  the  Is^re  (Bte. 
156),  is  first  seen,  above  a  per- 
pendicular streak  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Coluret,  which  must  be  climbed 
to  cross  the  ridge  of  glaciers  which 
surmounts  it. 

Above  the  hamlet  of  Chapis  (where 
the  only  night  Quarters  are  a  hay- 
loft) the  path  of  the  Nivolet  separates 
from  that  of  the  Galese,  which  at 
first  ascends  a  s^p  gully,  and  then 
crosses  pastures  to 

The  Chalets  of  Serue  :  here  milk 
and  cheese  may  be  had.  Beyond 
Seme  the  scene  perhaps  surpasses  in 
sterility  and  savageness  any  other  in 
the  Alps.  A  narrow  path  leads  along 
the  steep  slope  until  it  stops  abruptly 
at  a  gully  in  the  mountain  called  the 
Little  Coluret.  To  ascend  above  this 
it  is  necessary  to  climb  along  the 
face  of  a  precipice  overhanging,  at  a 

great  height,  a  lake  at  the  head  of 
le  valley.  Having  climbed  round 
it,  the  piain  of  Belotta  is  attained. 
This  plain  is  tne  bed  of  an  ancient 
lake,  now  filled  with  an  enormous 
glacier,  which  streams  down  from 
the  left  This  glacier  must  be  crossed 
by  a  very  steep  ascent  over  ice;  above 
it  is  reached  the  eully  of  the  Grand 
Coluret,  rising  at  least  1500  ft.  above 
the  glacier.  This  is  an  extremely 
steep  channel  or  couloir^  •partly  filled 
with  snow,  and  enclosed  between 
precipitous  rocks.  Having  climbed 
up  close  to  the  rocks,  on  the  right 
side,  it  is  at  last  necessary  to  cross 
the  snow  itself  that  lies  in  the  hollow » 
this  is  not  dangerous  to  a  steady 
head,  but  a  slip  would  precipitate  the 
unlucky  traveller  at  least  2000  ft. 
On  the  other  side  the  footin?  is  firm, 
and  he  will  soon  reach  the  glacier  on 
the  summit  of  the  Col  dv  Qaiese^  about 
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10,000  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  where  one  of  the  most  glorious 
views  in  the  Alps  rewards  him:  he 
looks  oi\t  over  tne  head  of  the  Val 
Isdre,  upon  Laval  and  Tignes. 
To  this  valley  the  descent  on  the 
side  of  the  Tarentaise  is  not  difficult. 
It  lies  over  snow  till  the  upper  pas- 
tures are  reached.  In  about  1  hr.  the 
path  enters  a  gorge,  and  becomes  ex- 
ceedingly narrow.  Emerging  from 
this,  the  first  chalets,  S.  Charles,  ap- 
pear. From  these  an  easy  descent 
over  meadows  toFornel,  about  40  min. 
from  Laval  (Rte.  156).  About  9  hrs. 
from  Ceresol  to  Tignes. 

In  descending  the  Col  de  Galese 
towards  Ceresol  there  is  less  difficulty 
than  in  the  ascent,  though  it  seems 
worse, for  the  feet  sink  deep  and  firmly 
in  the  loose  soil  of  both  the  Colurets. 
The  Little  Coluret  can  be  safely  de- 
scended, though,  from  the  looseness 
of  the  soil,  the  ascent  by  it  is  nearly 
impracticable. 

The  traveller  to  the  Yal  d'Aosta, 
who  has  given  a  day  to  the  Col  de 
Galese,  may  skep  at  the  chalets  of 
Serue,   and  from  thence  reach    the 
Croix  de  Ni volet,  without  redescend- 
ing  to  Chapis.    There  is  another  diffi- 
ciut    pass    leading  from   Chapis    to 
Bonneval,  in  the  valley  of  the  Arc, 
by  the  Cul  de  Carro,    Ascending  S.W. 
by  the  chalets  of  Cemera,  the  track 
crosses    the   Oreo   near   its  source. 
The  ascent  continues  across  a  glacier 
which  lies  on  the  K.  side  of  the  col. 
This  is  much  broken  up  by  crevasses, 
requiring  caution  and  an  experienced 
guide.     In  1  hr.  after  reaching  the 
glacier,  the  summit  of  the  col,  about 
10,000  ft.  in  height-,  is  attained.     In 
the  descent,  which  is  steep  but  not 
difficult,  the  source  of  the   Arc  b 
passed,  and  below  it  the  hamlet  of 
£cot.    Before  reaching  Bonneval  (.^ 
hrs.  from  Chapis)  the  traveller  passes 
an.  extraordinary  scene  of  desolation 
called   Chpier  de  la  Tralenta,     It  is 
said  that  the  ancient  site  of  Bonneval 
is  here  buried  by  the  fall  of  a  va«t 
mass  of  mountain.] 

To  go  from  Chapis  to  the  Yal  Sa- 
varanche  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass 
by  Serue.     Before  the  abrupt  ascent 


to  the  Alp  of  Serue  commences,  a 
torrent  is  seen  descending  from  the 
right.  Up  the  left  bank  of  this  tor- 
rent a  difficult  zigzag  path  ascends 
and  at  the  end  of  1^  hr.  leads  to  some 
chalets  even  higher  than  those  of 
Serue.  The  views  of  the  vast  range 
of  the  Levanna  are  of  the  most 
sublime  character.  Above  these  cha- 
lets the  path  is  a  series  of  flights 
of  steps  rudely  cut  in  the  rock.  Be- 
yond this  a  scene  of  utter  steri- 
lity is  presented:  numerous  Alpine 
lakes  or  tarns  are  seen,  but  no  pros- 
pect of  escape,  no  path  from  this  cul 
de  sac  seems  to  offer  itself;  yet  in  the 
most  improbable  of  aU  directions 
there  is  one,  which  actually  lies  up 
and  over  the  rugged  and  pinnacled 
crest  of  the  boundary  to  the  left, 
offering  a  path  more  difficult  than 
that  of  the  Gemmi,  Avithout  the  pro- 
tection of  its  parapets.  The  summit 
attained,  the  scene  around,  viewed 
from  this  crest,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Col  de  la  Ci'oix  de  Nivolet,  is 
one  without  parallel  in  the  Alps  for 
the  wild  peculiarities  observed  on 
looking  back  into  the  savage  valley 
just  left.  In  it  many  lakes  appear, 
and  the  brow  above  the  last  chalets 
cuts  abruptly  against  the  deep  base 
of  the  val  d*Orco,  which  is  sur- 
mounted b^  the  Levanna. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  of  the 
col  into  the  Flan  de  Nivolet,  which  is 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  Savaranche, 
many  lakes  are  also  seen  at  the  foot  of 
the  glaciersof  the  Nivolet,  and  directly 
across  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet 
is  seen  the  Col  de  Hosset,  leading  into 
the  Val  de  lihemes,  and  so,  by  a 
somewhat  longer  route,  to  Villeneuve. 

The  descent  towards  the  Plan  de 
Nivolet  is  much  easier  than  towards 
the  Yal  d'Orca  ;  and  having  attained 
the  banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  level 
path  leads  through  the  fine  pasturages 
at  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet ; 
yet  not  a  tree  or  shrub  grows  here, 
and  the  plain  is  exposed  to  fearful 
storms  in  winter. 

In  about  an  hour  from  the  lakep 
the  chalets  of  this  plain  are  reached. 
The  want  of  other  fuel  than  dried 
cow-dung  gives  a   filthy   aspect   tp 
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these  chalets.  Below  them  the  gpround 
of  the  plain  becomes  boggy,  and 
broken  up  into  thousands  of  knolls 
At  the  end  of  another  hour  these 
are  left,  to  descend  by  a  path  lying 
over  bare  and  smooth  granite,  like 
that  on  the  route  of  the  Grimsel, 
above  Handek.  After  a  consider- 
able descent  the  traveller  suddenly 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  vast 

Erecipice,  and  overlooking  the  vil- 
ige  of  Pont,  in  the  deep  valley, 
a  thousand  feet  below  him.  Here, 
on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  a  cross  is 
placed,  which  is  seen  from  below ; 
the  spot  is  called  the  Croix  d*Aro- 
letta.  From  it,  one  of  those  sublime 
scenes  which  occasionally  bursts  upon 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  opens  upon 
him.  The  three  vast  peaks  of  the 
Grand  Faradis,  breaking  through 
their  enormous  vestment  of  glaciers, 
rise  before  him  ;  and  on  the  rt.,  a 
black  mountain,  that  overhangs  the 
path  by  which  he  must  descend  to 
Pont.  Down  these  precipices  he  must 
wind  for  more  than  an  hour  to  reach 
this  village,  the  highest  in  the  Val 
Savaranche,  passing  on  his  descent  a 
magnificent  cataract. 

But  here  the  strikinc^  and  peculiar 
scenery  of  this  pass  ends  ;  the  valley 
below  Pont  is  narrow,  and  with  very 
little  cultivation  at  the  bottom.  On 
the  1.  a  path  leads  over  the  mountain 
of  Canselles  to  the  Val  de  Rhymes  ; 
and  another  on  the  rt  crosses  to  the 
Val  de  Cogne,  by  the  Col  de  la  Conibe 
de  Cogne,  Near  where  the  path  to  it 
quits  the  valley  is  the  village  of  Bien, 
where  a  wealthy  peasant  will  accom- 
modate travellers;  two  good  chasseurs 
and  guides  live  here. 

GioHXf  or  Val  Savaranche,  is  the 
principal  village  in  the  valley,  and 
here  refreshment  may  be  obtained; 
but  the  sleeping  quarters  are  bad. 
The  care  will,  however,  receive  tra- 
vellers. Travellers  who  may  vary 
the  route  by  crossing  the  riage  be- 
tween this  and  the  val  de  Rhdmos 
may  also  find  lodging  at  the  cure's 
house  at  the  village  of  Notre  Dame 
de  Rhemes. 

There  are  many   little   communes 
ih.  this  valley.    Near  to  one  of  these. 


Pesai,  an  avalanche  fell  in  1832  ;  it 
destroyed  some  cows,  and  three  men 
i  perished.      Crosses    mark    the    spot 
'  where  their  bodies  were  found. 

Before  reaching  Gioux  there  is  a 
picturesque  spot  m  the  valley,  where 
two  villages  are  perched  opposite  each 
other,  Tig^ietti  and  Creitom ;  and 
here  the  mountains  are  seen  which 
bound  the  valley  of  Aosta  on  the  side 
opposite  to  the  Val  Savaranche. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  the 
path  continues  at  a  vast  height  above 
the  course  of  the  river  bank,  on  its 
rt.  ;  as  it  approaches  the  Val  d* Aosta, 
a  magnificent  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
towering  over  all  the  intermediate 
mountains,  opens  to  the  traveller. 
Here  the  Val  de  Rhemes  joins  the 
Val  Savaranche,  and  both  enter  the 
valley  of  Aosta.  The  end  of  the  Val 
de  Rhdmes  appears  like  a  table  land 
on  the  mountain  side,  studded  with 
villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 

From  this  elevation  the  descent  to 
Vilieneuve  is  rapid,  fatiguing,  and 
difficult ;  and  the  journey  from  Chapis 
to  the  Val  d' Aosta  (Rte.  134)  will  be 
found  to  be  quite  enough  for  one  day. 
At  Vilieneuve  there  is  neither  decent 
inn  nor  car,  so  you  may  be  pre{)ared 
to  continue  on  for  1  hr.  40  m.  to 

Aosta  (Rte.  134). 


ROUTE  148. 

AOSTA  TO  BOURQ  ST.  MAURICE,  IN  THE 
TARENTAISE,  BY  THE  VAL  ORISANCHB 
AND  THE  COL  DU  MONT. 

Aosta  (Rte.  134). 

Ivrogne(Rte.  134)  3  hrs.from  Aosta. 
Hence  to  Bourg  is  about  13  hrs. 

The  entrance  to  the  Val  Grismche 
by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
val  d* Aosta  is  utterly  impracticable. 
It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  torrent  by 
the  new  bridge,  and  immediately  be- 
hind the  little  dirty  town  of  Ivrogne 
to  pass  a  mill,  and  ascend  through 
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orchards  and  meadows  that  appear  to 
lead  away  from  the  Grisancne.  At 
the  head  of  these  the  path  arrives 
abruptly  below  some  rocks  ;  thence 
turning  and  ascending  along  their 
bases,  the  traveller  shortly  finds  him- 
self in  the  path  which  is  carried  high 
above  the  1.  bank  of  the  Grisanche, 
and  which  leads  up  the  valley. 

The  scenery  here  is  of  a  strik- 
ing character.  The  river  roars  so 
deep  in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be 
heard ;  and  the  rocks  which  bound  its 
course  are  so  nearly  perpendicular, 
that  the  tops  of  lofty  and  enormous 
pines,  rooted  in  the  rifts  below,  can 
almost  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the 
traveller  in  passing  above  them. 
Overhanging  tne  pam,  the  mountains 
so  close  in,  tnat  the  li^ht  of  day  does 
not  half  illuminate  this  deep  and  sa- 
vage defile.  On  a  sort  of  terrace,  on 
the  opposite  banks,  the  ruins  of  a 
feudal  castle  are  seen  frowning  over 
the  black  ravine,  and  fitted  for  tales 
of  romance.  From  it,  the  view  into 
the  valley  of  Aosta  must  be  beautiful, 
but  what  access  there  is  to  these  ruins 
cannot  be  traced,  or  even  imagined, 
from  the  opposite  bank,  though  this 
is  so  high  above  the  torrent,  tnat  the 
path  seldom  approaches  it  nearer  than 
200  ft. 

This  narrow  defile  continues  during 
an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs.  Some- 
times the  path  is  carried  on  ter- 
races, rudely  formed  of  loose  stones 
placed  across  riflts  in  the  precipices; 
in  others,  the  buttresses  of  rock  are 
cut  away  to  make  the  road  high  and 
wide  enough  to  pass. 

At  leng^,  at  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  defile,  the  valley  opens  at  the 
village  of  Seris,  a  place  which  fur- 
nishes only  the  most  miserable  accom- 
modation. The  passage  up  the  Gri- 
sanche to  Seris  is  all  in  the  valley  really 
worth  a  visit  from  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
and  it  well  deserves  from  the  tourist 
in  that  valley  an  examination  as  &r  as 
Seris.  [From  Seris  a  second  pass 
called  the  Col  dn  Lao  leads  to  the 
village  of  Ste.  Foi  (see  below).  It 
lies  mrther  N.  than  the  Col  dn  Mont, 
passing  near  the  summit  a  small  lake 
and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Grat. 


The  distance  is  about  the  same,  but 
the  path  is  rougher  and  less  fre- 
quented.] 

The  steraity  of  the  Val  de  Gri- 
sanche above  Seris  is  striking ;  it  is 
^ug^^lf  <u^d  strewn  with  enormous 
blocks  which  have  been  detached  from 
the  mountains,  from  whence  still  im- 
pending masses  threaten  the  passing 
traveller,  and  numerous  crosses  record 
the  frequency  of  fatal  accidents.  Deep 
rifts  in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  are 
channels  to  cataracts  that  pour  their 
white  foam  from  the  dark  recesses  ;  in 
some  places  the  black  precipitous 
slopes  of  the  mountain  are  always  wet 
ana  herbless,  and  reeking  as  if  from 
some  recent  avalanche. 

For  more  than  two  hours  up  the 
valley  from  Seris,  the  same  character 
of  scenery  prevails  ;  some  miserable 
hovels  and  a  few  fields  of  stunted 
barley  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  ;  on  its  sides  there  is  only  the 
dark  precipice  or  black  forest  of 
pines.  The  head  of  the  valley  is 
Dounded  by  the  immense  glaciers  of 
Clou. 

From  the  head  of  the  valley  there 
is  a  pass — the  Col  du  Clou — ^by  which 
the  traveller  may  reach  La  Tulle  de 
Ste.  Foi  or  Tignes.  It  is  high  and 
steep,  with  considerable  slopes  of 
snow,  but  not  difficult  for  a  moun- 
taineer. 

At  Fomel,  the  highest  village  in 
the  valley,  the  route  to  the  Col  du 
Mont  leaves  the  Val  Grisanche, 
ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  right  by 
a  tori*ent,  and  reaches  some  chalets 
on  a  small  but  fine  pasturage.  Above 
these  the  path  skirts  the  brink  of  pre- 
cipices over  a  deep  gorg^,  and  enters 
a  Dasin  in  the  mountains  filled  with 
rocks  and  stones  brought  down  from 
the  surrounding  mountains,  the  sum- 
mits of  which  are  crested  with  glaciers. 
The  ascent  is  very  steep  for  nearly  2 
farrs.  up  a  trackless  loose  path,  and  up 
fatigumg  slopes  of  snow,  steep,  and 
many  hundreds  of  fset  across.  From 
the  Col,  which  lies  immediately  K. 
of  the  peak  of  the  Ormelune,  10,828 
ft,  the  scene  is  very  fine,  not  onlv 
of  the  deep  valley  of  stones  towards 
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Piedmont,  but  also  towards  Savoy, 
where  nature  presents  a  gentler  aspect 
in  the  mountains  which  bound  the  Val 
Is^re ;  for  the  Col  is  so  narrow  that 
both  can  be  seen  from  the  summit. 

The  Col  du  Mont  was  the  scene  of 
some  desperate  conflicts  during  the 
wars  of  tne  Revolution  between  the 
French  and  the  Piedmontese.  Gene- 
ral Moulins.  who  commanded  the 
former,  after  manj  efforts  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  position  by  advancing 
during  a  snow-storm,  when  such  as- 
sailants were  not  expected,  and  re- 
tained it  in  spite  of  not  less  than  ten 
efforts  to  repossess  it.  The  height  of 
the  Col,  from  the  absence  of  all  vege- 
tation, must  exceed  8500  ft. 

After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
leaving  on  the  L  black  precipices — the 
haunts  of  the  chamois — the  beautiful 
pasturages  belonging  to  the  commune 
of  St.  Foi  appear  in  a  deep  basin, 
bounded  below  by  a  forest.    In  less 
than  2  hrs.  the  highest  chalets  in  this 
basin   are   reached,  and   in  another 
hour  the  ch&lets  of  Bonnet,  where  the 
track  from  the  Col  du  Lac  (see  above) 
falls  in  on  the  rt    [From  these  chalets 
a  path  turning  nearly  due  N.  leads  in 
3  hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Tticqui,  or  Col  de  la 
Lys  Blanche,  over  which  lies  a  difficult 
pass  to  La  Tuile,  on  the  road  of  the 
Little  St  Bernard  (Rte.  149).    The 
descent  lies  over  a  portion  of  the  great 
glacier  of  Ruitor.j    Beyond  Bonnet 
the  road  winds  steeply  down  through  a 
forest,  and  at  length  emerges  to  cross 
a  torrent  and  enter  the  village  of  Mu- 
raille,  where  another  bridge  over  a 
deep  ravine  leads  to   the  namlet  of 
Mazure  ;    thence  traversing  a  brow 
on  the  mountain  side,  the  road  de- 
scends to  the 

Village  of  Ste.  Foi  in  the  Val  Tsere. 
The  approach  to  it  is  strikingly  fine, 
for  one  of  the  most  beautiful  moun- 
tains in  the  Alps,  bounds  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Val  Is^re.  From  its  base 
in  the  torrent,  far  below  the  terrace 
where  Ste.  Foi  stands,  to  its  summit^ 
which  is  peaked  with  a  triangular 
pyramid  oi  snow,  the  entire  height  of 
this  stupendous  mountain  is  seen.  At 
La  Ttiili  de  Ste.  Foi,  a  village  2  m.  S.  of 
Ste.  Foi,  lives  Fran9oi8  Buet,  an  excel- 


lent guide  and  sportsman,  who  will 
accommodate  travellers.  Chamois  are 
not  scarce,  pheasants  and  ptarmigan 
abound,  and  Dears  have  been  known. 
There  are  excellent  trout  in  the  Lac 
de  Tignes. 

From  Ste.  Foi  the  descent  by  a  paved 
road  is  verv  steep  to  the  banks  of  the 
Is^re.  Berore  reaching  the  river  a 
torrent  is  crossed,  which  forms,  a  little 
way  up  the  valley,  a  fine  cataract.  It 
is  difficult  to  get  a  view  of  it.  This  is 
the  stream  which  from  above  descends 
between  the  villages  of  Massure  and 
Muraille. 

From  the  bridge  the  path  lies  across 
meadows  for  some  way,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Isdre.    Soon  after  rising, 
it  leads  to  the  village  of  Scez,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard.   [From 
Scez  to  Chapiu  (Rte.  139)  is  a  walk  of 
3^  hrs.  up  the  narrow  valley  of  the 
Versoie,  passing Bonneval,  where  there 
is  a  small  InnJjf   From  Scez  you  cross 
cultivated  ground,  to  a  bridge  thrown 
over  the  torrent  of  the  Reclus.    Here 
there  is  abundant   evidence   of   the 
destructive  character  of  the  torrent 
after  storms,  in  the  sand,  rocks,  and 
stones  which  mark  its  course  at  such 
times.     Soon  after  the  road  passes  by 
some  coarse  woollen  cloth-works,  and 
some  forges  for  making  small  iron 
ware.    Then  across  the  winter  bed  of 
the  furious  Versoie,  which  descends 
from  Bonneval,  and   below  an    old 
round  tower  belonging  to  the  village 
of  Ch&telard.    From   this  place  tne 
road  to  St.  Maurice  is  wide  and  ex- 
cellent, and  ere  long  it  is  to  be  hoped 
a  road  of  the  same  width  and  excel- 
lence will  lead  from  this  vaUey  to  the 
Val  d'Aosta  by  the  pass  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard. 

Bourg  St.  Maurice,  Inn:  H.  des 
Voyageurs,  comfortable,  rather  dear. 
Aosta  to  Lanslebourg.  Travellers 
bound  for  the  upper  valley  of  the  Is^re 
(Rte.  156)  should  not  take  the  rt. 
branch  of  the  valley,  which  leads  over 
the  Col  du  Mont,  but  continue  from 
Fomel  to  the  head  of  the  main  va^ey, 
and  the  ColduClou,  descending  through 
very  fine  scenery  to  Tignes  (Rte.  156). 
It  is  a  very  long  day's  journey. 

x3 
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roars  beneafch.    The  padi  now  goes 
aloDg    the    1.    bank    of  the    stream 
through  fine  woods,  continuallj  as- 
cending and  descending  till  the   vil- 
lage of  La  Balme  is  reached  (1  hr. 
10  min.  from  Fr^  St.  Didier).  Here  the 
road  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank  and  winds 
steeply  upon  the  mountain  side  at  a 
great  heieht  above  the  bed  of  the  tor- 
rent; it  Deing  impracticable  in  th« 
depth  of  the  valley,  which  is  here  a 
ravine,  to  form  a  road.  There  are  occa- 
sional peeps  offered  of  the  riv^,  and 
there  is  one  of  particular  interest — ^it 
is  where  the  avalanches  which  descend 
firom  the  Cramont  fall  into  the  ravine, 
sometimes  in  such  quantity  that  the 
snow  remains,  under  the  shadow  of 
the  mountain,  unmelted  for  the  year. 
This  is  the  spot,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  most  carefully  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  where  EUm- 
nibal  and  his  army,  in  their  descent 
from  the  Alps,  found  the  way,  by 
which    they    could    have   descended 
into  the  valley,  destroyed.    The  road 
formerly  lay  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
river.    Since  1800,  the  present  road, 
to  avoid  this  liability,  h  is  been  made 
on  the  other  side,  high  above  all  risk 
from  such  an  accidenU 

About  i  hr.  from  La  Bahne  the 
road  returns  to  the  I  bank,  and  soon 
after  the  ravine  is  lefb  the  village  of 
La  TuUle  {Inn  small)  is  reached,  and 
the  glaciers  of  Kuitor  open  upon  the 
traveller. 

[A  short  way  above  La  Tuille  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  the  Ruitor 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  taken  to 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Aosta,  by 
some  beautiful  pasturages, and  throngh 
a  forest  that  overhangs  the  precipices 
above  St.  Didier,  whence  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only  to  that 
from  the  Cramont.     After  crossing 
the  Camp  of  Prince  TAonuz*,  the  path 
descends  down    the  steep  mountain 
side  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Doire.     It 
is  nearly  in  this  course  that  the  Sar- 
dinian government  contemplates   the 
formation  of  a  good  road  over  the 
Little   St  Bernard,  to  connect    the 
Pays  d' Aosta  with  the  Tarentaiae.] 

The  road  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard 
turns  sharp  to  the  rt.  at  the  bridge  , 
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OODBMATEUR  TO  BOURO  ST.  MAURICE, 
BY  THE  LITTLE  ST.  BfiBNiJU) — THE 
BBLVEDEBB. 

Courmayenr. 

Pre  St.  Didier    ....  1    0 

LaTniUe 1  46 

Qantine 2    0 

Hospice 1  15 

Cftntioe 0  30 

Bu  Germain 1  10 

Son 10 

Bouxg 0  40 

9  20 

The  charge  for  a  mule  over  the 
pass,  12  frs.,  and  for  muleteer  12  frs. 
—total,  24  fr. 

This  is  one  of  the  easiest  passes 
over  the  Alps,  and  probably  one  of 
the  most  ancient.  These  and  other 
reasons  render  it  probable  that  Han- 
nibal made  his  famous  passage  into 
Italy  by  it. 

liie  path  is  throughout  broad 
enough  for  the  country-carts,  and  is 
crossed  by  ladies.  A  regular  high- 
road is  in  process  of  construction, 
and  was  opened  from  the  Hospice  to 
Bourg  St.  Maurice,  1 863.  Unless  the 
snow  should  be  deep  there  is  no 
occasion  whatever  for  a  guide. 

There  is  a  carriage-road  from  Cour- 
mayeur  (Rte.  134)  to  Pr^  St.  Didier 
(carria^  4  fr.),  and  a  short  cut  for 
pedestrians  by  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream. 

The  road  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard 
begins  to  ascend  immediately  behind 
Pre  St  Didier  by  a  series  of  steep 
zigzags,  presenting  new  and  striking 
scenes  of  the  valley  below,  and  of  Mont 
Blanc.  On  reaching  the  level  ground 
above,  that  overhangs  the  deep  rift 
in  the  mountain  through  whicn  the 
branch  of  the  Doire  from  La  Tuille 
bursts  through  into  the  plain  of  St. 
Didier,  the  scene  is  fine.  It  borders 
a  pine  forest,  of  which  some  vast  old 
trunks  hang  over  the  precipices,  and 
help  to  conceal  the  deep  torrent  which 


Piedf'  ^  Savoff,  route  149.— uttle  st.  berkaio). 

of  La  Taille,  ascends  rapidly  to 
Pont  Serrant — the  last  Village — and 
after  crossing  a  very  deep  ravine  over  a 
ivooden  bridge,  and  passing  the  village, 
becomes  more  steep,  but  presents 
little  interest  except  to  the  geolo- 
gist. At  the  top  of  the  steep  ascent  is 
the  Cmtinet  vtrhere  refreshments  can  be 
obtained,  and  the  road  then  enters 
on  a  fine  pasturage  oh  a  plain  about 
A  league  long  and  ^  a  league  wide, 
bounded  on  the  L  bj  the  Belvedere 
and  the  Yallaisan,  and  on  the  rt.  by 
the  Belle-fiftce,  at  the  foot  of  which 
mountain  lies  a  little  lake — the  Yernai, 
which  is  left  in  its  deep  basin  on  the 
rt.  After  passing  the  ruins  of  some 
defences  thrown  up  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  when  France  and 
Sardinia  struggled  for  possession  of 
these  summits,  the  road  passes  the 
highest  point,  and  the  traveller  sees 
betbre  him,  at  the  opposite  extremity 
of  the  plain,  the  hospice  rebuilt. 

On  the  plain,  however,  there  are 
objects  of  high  antiquity.  A  circle  of 
stones  on  the  highest  point  of  the  plain 
bears  still  the  name  of  the  Cirque 
d'Annibal.      The    stones     are    rude 
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masses,  varymg  in  size,  none  very 
large ;  they  are  about  1 0  ft  apart,  and 
the  circle  measures  nearly  260  yds. 
round.  The  tradition  is,  that  Hanni- 
bal here  held  a  council  of  war.  That 
he  stayed  on  the  summit  of  the  Alps, 
and  waited  for  his  stragglers,  is  an 
historical  fiict ;  and,  independent  of 
other  and  abundant  evidence,  no  plain 
on  the  summit  of  any  other  of  the 
Alpine  passes  is  so  well  adapted  for 
the  encampment  of  his  army  as  this. 

Near  to  the  circle  there  is  a  column 
standing,  the  Coionne  de  Joux^  sup- 
posed to  be  of  Celtic  origin.  It  is 
nearly  20  ft.  high,  and  3fL  in  diameter. 
It  is  composed  of  Cipollino,  a  variety 
of  marble  which  abounds  in  the  Cra- 
mont  The  frontier  line  of  France 
and  Italy  passes  along  the  crest  of  the 
pass.  About  1^  m.  from  the  Coionne 
de  Joux  is  the 

Hospice,  situated  at  the  S.W.  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain,  close  to  a  little 
lake. 

The  Hospice  was  founded  by  St. 
Bernard,  bat  nothing  of  its  history  is 


preserved.  The  Great  St  Betnard 
has  absorbed  all  the  Interest  though, 
if  the  veil  of  the  obscure  history  of 
the  Little  St  Bernard  could  be  re- 
moved, it  would  perhaps  surpass  in 
early  importance  that  of  its  great 
rival ;  for  Celtic  remains  still  exist 
there,  and  the  foundations  of  a  temple 
constructed  of  Roman  brick  are  traced 
on  the  col,  near  the  column.  The 
present  Hospice  belongs  to  the  Mili- 
tary and  Religious  Order  of  St.  Mau- 
rice et  St.  Lazare.  In  one  part  of  the 
building  resides  an  ecclesiastic,  who 
furnishes  gratuitous  hospitality  to 
needy  travellers;  and  the  other  part 
of  the  building  was  in  1859  converted 
into  a  tolerablv  comfortable  Inn  (with 
a  very  civil  landlord),  where  those 
who  can  afford  to  pay  are  lodged. 
This  would  form  excellent  head-quar- 
ters for  excursions  to  the  Belvedere, 
&c.    One  or  2  dogs  are  kept  here. 

[From  the  hospice  it  is  easy  to 
reach  the  adjoining  peaks  of  the  VcU" 
laisan^  or  the  Belvedere.  The  former 
is  reached  in  1  hr.;  the  latter,  more 
difficult,  but  commanding  a  finer  view, 
in  1  hr.  40  min.  Mont  Blanc,  which 
is  not  seen  from  the  Col  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard,  is  from  either  summit  a 
magnificent  object  The  view  is  of 
gpreat  extent,  commanding  the  moun- 
tains far  S.  of  the  Tarentaise,  and 
looking  down  upon  enormous  glaciers 
streaming  into  the  valleys  E.  of  the 
Belvedere;  but  the  views  are  inferior 
to  those  discovered  from  the  Cra- 
mont.] 

E Travellers  bound  to  the  upper 
ey  of  the  Is^re  may  shorten  the 
way  to  Ste.  Foi  (Rte.  148)  by  ascend- 
ing, nearly  due  S.  from  the  hospice, 
the  ridge  of  the  Traversette,  to  which 
cannon  were  transported  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  The  descent  to 
Ste.  Foi  is  rather  steep,  but  this  path 
saves  nearly  2  hrs.] 

The  descent  to  Bourg  St  Mau- 
rice begins  immediately  from  the 
Hospice.  At  the  Cantine  refresh- 
ments can  be  obtained;  the  road  soon 
after  takes  to  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  continues  over  pasturages 


430 


BOUTS  150. — 8ALLENCHE8  TO  iXBERTVILLE. 


Sect  n. 


resembling  those  of  the  Col  de  Balme, 
till  it  descends  steeply  to  the  Tillage 
of  St,  Oermain  {Ftm  very  poor). 

Thence,  following  the  old  mule- 
path,  a  steep  set  of  zigzags  lead  down 
to  a  bridge  over  the  torrent  called  La 
Becluse,  which  is  overhung  at  the  point 
of  passage  by  an  enormous  bank  of 
gypsum,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
Soohe  Blanche,  In  situation  it  per- 
fectly agrees  with  Folybius'  account, 
in  the  passage  of  Hannibal,  of  such  a 
rock,  and  the  events  which  occurred 
there.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  points 
of  evidence,  and,  taken  with  the 
others,  furnish  a  mass  which  must 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  un- 
prejudiced inquirers — that  by  this  pass 
of  the  Alps  Hannibal  entered  Italy. 
General  MelviDe,  in  his  examination, 
the  basis  of  De  Luc's  treatise ;  Wick- 
ham  and  Cramer  from  their  research- 
es; and  Brockedon  from  his  repeated 
visits;  nearly  all  travellers  in  the  Alps, 
who  have  examined  the  other  passes 
in  reference  to  this  question,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  this 
line  only  can  the  narrative  of  Poly- 
bius,  the  only  worthy  authority  upon 
the  question,  he  borne  out. 

,  Following  the  mule-path  or  the 
long  zigzags  of  the  new  high-road, 
the  traveller  reaches  the  village  of 

Scez,    2  m.  farther  is 

Bourg  St,  Maurice  (Tnii:  H.  des 
Yoyageurs).  Mules  and  side-saddles 
are  to  found  here;  8  fr.  to  the  Col, 
15  to  Courmayeur.  A  poor  village, 
rather  prettily  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  several  valleys.  Diligences  at 
very  inconvenient  hours  to  Moutiers, 
and  thence  to  Albertville  and  Cham- 
b^ry  Sly.  Stats.  (Rte.  156). 


ROUTE  160. 


SALLENCHES    TO   L^fldprTAIi    00NFLAK8 

(albertville),  BT  noiNE. 

9f  leagues— 9  hrs.  steady  walking. 

From  SaUenches  (Rte.  138)  a  new 
route  is  being  constructed,  which  will 
one  day  open  a  char  or  carriage  com* 
munication  between  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  and  that  of  the  Isdre,  in  the 
Tareutaise.  It  is  still  incomplete 
between  Flumet  and  XJeine. 

The  road  which  has  been  made  or 
improved  to  Meg^ve  rises  directly 
up  the  steep  side  of  one  of  the  slopes 
of  Mont  Foron  to  Uie  village  of 
CombloUf  about  an  hour's  ascent. 
Its  gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  to 
Chamouni,  near  Passy,  and  also  from 
the  valley  of  Maglans  in  approaching 
to  it.  From  each  zigzag  in  the 
ascent  to  Comblou  there  is  a  most 
beautiful  prospect,  well  worthy  the 
traveller's  walk  from  Sallenches  or 
St  Martin's.  It  commands  the  valley 
of  Maglans  on  one  side,  and  the 
Varens  and  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Arve  on  the  other.  The  Aiguilles  de 
Varens  rise  in  great  grandeur  directly 
in  front  of  the  spectator ;  and  on  the 
rt.  of  the  upper  Arve,  all  the  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  its 
extreme  summit,  are  as  distinctly 
seen  as  in  a  modeL  Few  spots  for 
such  prospects  can  vie  with  the  vil- 
lage of  Comblou. 

A  little  beyond  Comblou  the  high- 
est part  of  the  road  is  passed.  Thence 
the  distance  is  a  league,  over  a  road 
nearly  level,  to  Megive  {Itm:  Soleil 
d'Or).  From  Meg^ve  a  road  leads 
over  the  Pas  Sion,  a  col  which  divides 
the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  from  the 
valley  of  the  Arly,  by  the  shortest 
course  to  Beaufort. 

[Megdve  is  the  place  from  whence 
the  Mont  Joli  may  be  most  easily 
ascended  (5  hrs.  walk  going  and  re- 
turning). The  summit  (8670  ft)  is 
the  finest  point  of  view  on  the  W. 
side  of  Mont  Blanc  It  may  also  be 
reached  from  Sallenches,  St.  Gervais, 
or  Contamines.  There  is  a  footpath 
to  St.  Gervais,  commanding  splendid 
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Tiews  all  the  way,  which  turns  off 
from  the  road  to  Combloa  about  ^  a 
mile  from  Meeeve.] 

From  Meglve  the  road  to  Ugine 
descends  the  valley  of  the  Arly  in 

2  hrs.  to  Flumet,  a  little  town  of 
Upper  Faucigny,  containing  about 
1000  Inhab.,  near  the  conflaence  of  the 
Flon  and  the  Arly.  On  a  rock  are 
the  ruins  of  a  castle,  in  which  the  first 
baron  of  Faucigny  resided. 

Beyond  Flumet  the  road  is  only 
practicable  for  mules:  it  is  exces- 
sively hilly  and  wild.  The  valley  of 
the  Arly  is  a  gorge,  deeply  seated, 
and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe  of 
Savoie.  In  2  hrs.  from  Flumet  it  leads 
io  Bert  (^Inn:  Entree  des  Voyaeeurs), 
a  village  beautifully  situated,  sur> 
rounded  by  high  mountains  covered 
with  pine  rorests. 

Below  Herif  the  path,  in  many 
places  cut  out  in  the  mountain  side, 
overhangs  the  deep  bed  of  the  Arly, 
and  alternate  spots  of  savageness  and 
beauty  are  found  throughout  this  val- 
ley. Its  richness  in  walnut-trees  is 
celebrated,  and  the  oil  which  the  nuts 
furnish  is  an  important  article  of 
commerce.    2  hrs.  farther  is 

Ugine  {Inns:  Balances;  Grande 
Maison),  a  large  ill-built  town,  con- 
taining 3000  Inhab.,  famous  for 
its  fairs  of  cattle  and  mules.  To  the 
N.,  on  a  steep  limestone  rock,  there 
are  the  remains  of  the  Castie  attacked 
in  the  9th  century  by  the  Saracens, 
and  destroyed  in  the  13th  century 
by  Humbert,  first  dauphin  of  Vienne. 
It  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Arly,  on  the  road  between  Annecy 
and  Aiguebelle  (Rte.  152^. 

From  Ugine  an  excellent  carriitfe 
road  continues  for  If  league  down  the 
Arly  to  Albertville,  throue^h  a  deep 
and  rich  valley.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  Arly  is  seen  the  valley  of  Beau- 
fort, where  the  Doron,  which  flows 
through  it,  &lls  into  the  Arly. 

[A  hilly  and  rough  road  leads  in 
12  m.  from  Albertville,  ascendine 
the  course  of  the  Doron  into  the  wild 
and  secluded  Valley  of  Beaufort  to  St. 
Mazime  de  Beaafor^  its  chief  town. 


situated  at  the  Jonotion  of  5  valleys, 
accessible  only  by  mountain-paths  and 
surmounted  by  cols  more  or  less  diffi- 
cult, averaging  6500  ft.  in  height :  they 
are  the  Y als—  de  Haute  Luce,  traversed 
by  the  Dorinet  N.£. ;  la  Gite,£.  by  the 
Doron;  Pontoelamot,  S.  by  the  Ar- 
gentine ;  Treools  and  Roselein  from 
the  S.E.  The  chief  passes  are — La 
Batia  S.W.  into  Val  d'ls^re  ;  2.  The 
Louse  and  Grand  Cormet  (fine  view)  on 
the  S.  into  the  Is^re  en  Tarentaise  ; 
3.  On  the  N.E.  Col  de  Fenetre  and 
Col  Joly  lead  to  Chamouni  by  the 
Yal  de  Mont-Joie  ;  4.  E.  La  Fhitte, 
or  Col  de  BioUay  from  La  Gite  to  the 
Yal  de  ChapiiL 

Between  the  Doron  and  Dorinet 
rise  the  Hocka  of  Enclaves — a  curious 
gnmite  group  arranged  round  an  oval 
basin,  so  shut  in  by  a  granitic  ridge 
that  the  waters  from  it  are  discharged 
only  through  subterranean  channels, 
or  over  numerous  fine  falls  into  the 
valley  of  La  Gite,  the  finest  of  all  in 
scenery.  In  the  centre  of  the  basin 
stand  the  chdJets  of  Putray.  The  Inn 
kept  by  Henri  Martin  at  St.  Maxime 
is  the  best  in  the  district] 

Albertville  (a  name  given,  1835,  in 
compliment  to  the  late  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, Charles  Albert ;)  previously 
caUed  L'Hopital  {Twna:  H.  des  Ba- 
lances, kept  by  Donet,  good;  Etoile  du 
Nord).  li'Uopital,  with  its  wide 
streets  and  clean  appearance,  is  one 
of  the  nicest  little  towns  in  Savoy; 
it  has  about  1500  Inhab.,  and  lying 
in  the  high  road,  by  which  communi- 
cation is  held  witn  Ugine,  Annecy, 
and  Sallenches,  with  Chambcry,  and 
with  Moutiers  Tarentaise,  it  has, 
since  the  establishment  of  good  roads, 
been  daily  increasing  in  importance. 
Diligences  by  Faverges  to  Annecy — 
to  Moutiers  and  Chambery. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Arly, 
about  ^  m.  from  Albertville,  rise  the 
crumblmg  and  ivy-clad  ramparts  of 
the  town  of 

Conflans,  with  about  1300  Inhab. 
It  was  formerly  defended  by  2  very 
strong  forts.  It  resisted  the  troops  of 
Francis  L  in  the  war  of  1536,  when  it 
was  partly  burnt,  and  its  two  forts 
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demolished.  It  has  one  or  two  cnri- 
ou«  old  bnildings;  a  gloriotts  view 
from  its  Promenade  over  the  valley 
of  the  Isfcre  (which  receives  the  Arly 
a  little  below),  towards  the  Grande 
Chartreuse  mountains.  On  the  banks 
of  the  river  is  a  smelting-house, 
Fartdsrie  Royale,  where  the  silver,  from 
the  ore  raised  in  some  mines  in  the 
neighbourhood,  is  reduced. 


ROUTE  161. 

GENEVA   TO  CHAMB^RT,   BY  AIX   LES 
BAI178.      (RAILWAY.) 

Eng.  m. 
Genera. 

Culos 42 

Aix  lee  Bains      ...    54 
Ghambery      ....    64 

From  Geneva  to  Culoz  Stat  see 
Rte.  53. 

At  Culoz  Stat,  the  lA'ons  and 
Geneva  line  of  rly.  is  left,  and  the 
Victor  Emnumuel  line  taken.  The 
second-class  carriages  are  very  in- 
ferior on  this  line.  After  leaving 
Culoz  the  Rhone  is  crossed  by  a  fine 
iron-girder  bridge;  the  rly.  then  tra- 
verses some  marshy  meadows,  and 
enters  a  tunnel,  from  which  it  sud- 
denly emerges  on  the  shore  of  the 
lake  of  Bourget. 

The  views  over  the  lake  and  the 
opposite  range  of  the  Dent  du  Chat, 
seen  by  the  passengers  whose  seats 
are  on  the  rt.-hand  side  going  to 
Chamb^ry,  are  verv  beautimL  The 
finely-situated  castle  of  Ch&tillon  is 
seen  on  the  1.,  and  the  rly.  continues 
close  to  the  lake,  save  where  it  passes 


by  a  short  tnnnel  through  some  pro- 
jecting point,  till  it  reaches 

Air  lea  Bama  (fnns:  H.  Imperial, 
the  best ;  H.  Venat,  well  situated, 
dear;  charge  11  fr.  a-day  for  bed, 
breakfast,  and  table-d*hote  ;  Poste  ; 
H.  du  Pare  ;  H.  Guillard.  There  are 
numerous  boarding-houses  and  lodg- 
ings. Maison  Arc  Romain  is  a  good 
pension. 

This  watering-place,  situated  at  a 
little  distance  to  the  £.  of  the  pretty 
Lac  du  Bourget,  and  containing  4000 
Inhab.,  was  Icnown  to  the  Romans 
under  the  name  of  Aquse  Gratiana?, 
and  it  is  still  resorted  to  on  account 
of  its  mineral  springs,  and  of  the 
attractions  of  the  beautiful  country 
round  it,  by  more  than  3000  visitors 
yearly,  many  of  them  from  Lyons, 
and  comine  more  for  amusement  than 
for  the  baths. 

Its  Mineral  Springs  Kte  warm  andl 
sulphureous;  they  have  a  temperature 
varying  between  100^  and  1 17^  Fahr. 
The  Alum  Spring  (incorrectly  so  called, 
as  it  contains  no  alum)  issues  from 
beneath  an  antique  arch;  it  is  partly 
employed  in  douching  horses.  The 
Sttlphur  Spring  is  exceedingly  copious; 
it  is  drunk  at  the  source,  and  is  good 
for  correcting  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  These  waters,  how- 
ever, are  chiefly  employed  for  baths, 
and  above  all  for  douche  baths.  A 
handsome  bath-house  has  been  built 
by  a  former  king  of  Sardinia,  into 
the  apartments  of  which  the  hot  wa- 
ter is  introduced  in  streams,  which 
descend  from  a  height  of  8  or  10  ft« 
upon  the  patient  After  undergoing 
the  douching  process,  which  consist 
in  having  the  water  applied  to  various 
parts  of  the  body,  wnile  they  are  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  brisk  fric- 
tion by  the  hands  of  two  attendants, 
the  patient  is  wrapped  up,  dripping 
wet,  in  a  blanket,  carried  home  m  a 
sedan-chair,  and  put  into  a  warm  bed. 
A  brisk  perspiration  succeeds.  The 
appearance  of  the  baths  is  not  tempt- 
ing. Physicians — M-  Davot,  who  un- 
derstands English,  and  M.  Dardennes 
are  well  spoken  of.  There  is  a 
regular  code  of  laws  as  to  the  batlu, 
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Ac;  and  ererj  conceivable  complaint 
is  curable  by  on6  or  other  of  the 
springs. 

Balls  are  giren  twice  a  week  during 
the  season  in  the  room  at  the  Casino, 
where  there  is  also  a  reading-room. 
Bouge  et  noir  and  roulette  were  car- 
ried on  to  a  great  extent,  but  were 
stopped  in  1 855. 

There  are  several  very  interesting 
Boman  Remains,  a  TriumphcU  Arch,  in 
debased  Doric  style,  probably  of  the 
3rd  or  4th  centuries,  raised  by  T. 
Pompeius  Campanus;  a  portion  of  an 
Ionic  Temple  of  Diana,  of  which  the 
cella  is  quite  perfect ;  it  can  be  best 
examined  from  the  garden  of  the  cure, 
upon  which  it  abuts.  Other  portions 
oi  Roman  buildings  are  incorporated 
in  the  remains  of  the  Chateau  of  the 
Marquises  of  Aix,  a  building  of  the 
16th  century.  The  Bonum  Baths  are 
entered  from  Madame  Chabert's  ear- 
den.  The  principal  portion  visible  is 
an  hypocaust.  The  arch  is  a  most 
perfect  piece  of  construction,  well 
worth  the  architect's  consideration. 

The  caverns  of  St  Paul  (tickets, 
50  c)  are  curious,  and  contain  huge 
stalactites. 

Excursions, — ^There  are  numberless 
rides  and  walks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  varied  and  beautiful  scenery 
cannot  fail  to  afford  pleasure  and 
amusement. 

a.  To  the  waterfall  of  Orezy,  in 
a  picturesque  ravine  about  3  m.  from 
Aix.  The  watercourse  is  covered 
over  by  vines  on  trellisses,  and  the 
water  falls  among  rocks  surmounted 
with  crazy  old  sawing  mills.  There 
is  no  danger^  in  the  place,  yet  a 
French  lady  was  drowned  here  before 
the  face  of  the  Empress  Hortense  in 
1813.  Not  far  from  the  waterfall  are 
the  ruins  of  an  old  castle. 

b.  Haute  Combe,  on  the  opposite  or 
N.W.  shore  of  the  Lac  du  Bourget 
(Borghetto).  This  monastery,  beau- 
tifully situated  close  to  the  lake,  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  du  Chat, 
was  founded  in  1225.  Its  Gothic 
chapels  were  the  burial-places  of 
the  princes  of  Savoy,  canons  of 
Qiteaax,  &o.    Among  them  are  Boni- 


face archbishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of 
Count  Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  in 
1270;  Amadeus  V.,  VI.,  and  VII. ; 
Jeanne  de  Montfort  and  her  husband; 
Peter  of  Savoy;  Anne  of  Zahringen, 
&c.  The  original  convent,  erected 
1743,  was  pillaged  and  desecrated  at 
the  French  revolution  ;  in  the  ch.  the 
coffins  were  opened  and  rifled,  and  the 
monuments,  paintings,  and  stained 
glass  destroyed.  It  was,  however, 
entirely  rebuilt  in  a  peculiar  bad  florid 
Gothic  style  about  the  year  1824  by 
Charles  Felix,  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
contains  many  monuments,  all  bow* 
ever  either  modem  or  so  restored  as 
not  to  leave  much  of  the  original. 
The  convent  is  once  more  occupied 
by  Cistercian  monks. 

Near  Haute  Combe  is  a  tower  called 
Phare  de  Gessens,  the  view  from  which 
is  described  by  Rousseau.  About  ^  m. 
beyond  the  abbey  is  an  intermittent 
spring,  called  Fontaine  des  Merveilles. 

The  Lac  du  Bourget  is  full  of  fish, 
and  forms  a  gpreat  addition  to  the 
charms  of  Aix. 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake  consists 
of  a  tall  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  and  extending  from  Haute 
Combe  to  the  castle  of  Bordeau. 

[For  those  who  enjoy  mountain 
ascents,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Aix  to  the  summit  ot 
the  Dent  du  Chat,  the  highest  point 
in  the  range  of  limestone  mountains 
forming  the  W.  boundary  of  the  lake. 
A  diligence  used  to  run  between 
Lyons  and  Aix,  passing  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  and  descend- 
ing to  Bordeau,  from  whence  it  fol- 
lowed the  shore  of  the  lake  to  Bourget, 
about  7  m.  from  Chamb^ry.  The 
same  route,  though  very  circuitous, 
may  be  followed  by  those  who  object 
to  boating;  but  a  far  shorter  course 
is  to  cross  the  lake  from  Aix  to  Bor- 
deau. From  thence  the  high  road  to 
Lyons  by  Tenne  ascends  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  winding  along  steep 
slopes  which  command  admirable 
views  over  the  lake,  till  it  attains 
the  pass  of  the  Mont  du  Chat,  which  ■ 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  passages 
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from  France  into  Italy.  It  was  pro- 
bably the  most  finequented  route  until 
the  construction  ox  the  road  by  Les 
Echelles  (Bte.  153). 

On  the  summit  of  the  pass  there  is 
a  level,  about  300  yds.  across.  The 
road  passes  on  the  southern  side  of  a 
larg^  mass  of  rock  which  is  upon  it. 
The  summit  of  the  pass  is  covered 
with  stones,  rocks,  and  brushwood. 
A  temple  formerly  stood  here,  of 
which  the  foundations  may  be  traced, 
and  many  of  the  stones  around  made 
part  of  tne  building.  The  stones  have 
been  well  cut,  and  the  cornices  of 
man^  are  yet  tolerably  perfect.  An 
inscription  was  found  here  by  Dr. 
Cramer,  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
idea  that  the  temple  was  dedicated 
to  Mercury,  **but  the  inscription  it- 
self hardly  bears  out  this  opinion. 
M.  Albanis  de  Beaumont,  m  his 
description  of  the  Alpes  Grecques, 
calls  this  mountain  the  Mons  Thuates, 
but  without  giving  his  authority. 
Now,  Theut  and  Thait,  in  Armoric, 
are  the  names  of  the  deitv  who  pre- 
sided over  highways,  and  who  was 
much  worshipped  by  the  Gauls  ;  hence 
Cssar  says,  that  the  people  princi- 
pally worshipped  Mercury,  who  had 
the  same  office  among  the  Roman 
deities.  The  name,  therefore,  of  Mons 
Thuates  would  argue  a  passage  here 
of  very  high  antiquity,  and  the  temple, 
if  reaOy  dedicated  to  Mercury,  would 
tend  strongly  to  the  confirmation  of 
this  opinion." — Dissertation  on  the 
Passage  of  ffannibaL 

It  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  by 
De  Luc,  and  by  Wickham  and  Cra- 
mer, that  the  army  under  Hannibal 
here  encountered  its  first  difficulties 
in  passing  the  Alps,  having  to  fight 
the  mountaineers,  who  kept  watch 
during  the  day  only.  After  having 
ascended  the  Khone  as  far  as  Yienne, 
he  led  his  army  across  the  country  of 
the  Allobroges,  by  Bourgoin,  les 
Abrets,  and  St.  Genlx  d'Aoste  (Au- 
g^ta  Allobrogum),  now  a  village  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Guiers,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Yenne,  thence,  by  Chevalu 
(Leviscum),  across  the  Mont  du  Chat 
to  Chambery  (Lemincum). 

The  form  and   character   of  the 


Mont  du  Chat  agree  entirely  with 
the  account,  by  I*olybius,  or  those 
events  which  could  only  in  such  a 
peculiar  locality  occur.  From  Cham- 
bery the  army  passed  to  MontineiIlan« 
and  up  the  Val  Is^re  to  Conflans, 
Moutiers,  and  St.  Maurice,  and  passed 
into  Italy  by  the  Little  St  BemanL 

Even  without  ascending  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  the  view  from  the  pasa 
is  very  fine.  Looking  towards  Finance* 
the  scene  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in 
the  world ;  studded  with  villages  and 
towns,  and  so  extensive,  that  where 
the  distant  mountains  of  Tarrare  do 
not  limit  the  horizon,  it  subsides  into» 
indistinctness.   Immediately  below,  on* 
the  same  side,  are  the  rich  pasturages 
of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat.    Beyond  these  are  the  valley* 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hills  and  plains 
which  extend  to  the  Ain.    To  reach 
the  highest  point  of  the  Mont   da 
Chat,  called  La  Dent  du  Chat,  yoa 
descend    to  the  high   road  towards 
Yenne  for  ^  hr.,  then  take  a  path  to 
the  1.,  which  leads  in  20  min.  to  a 
small  Inn,    From  thence  to  the  top 
is  a  steep  scramble  of  1^  hr.,  or  3 
hrs.  from  JBordeau.  An  inexperienced 
mountaineer  should  take  a  guide. 

From  the  summit,  5000  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  view  on  the  eastern 
side  is  one  of  surpassing  beauty.  It 
appears  to  overhang  the  lake  of  Bour- 
get,  into  whose  deep  bl  ue  waters  it  seems 
only  a  leap.  Beyond  is  the  rich  valley 
of  Chambery,  extending  from  Albens  • 
to  the  Mont  Grenier ;  the  town  of  Aix 
seems  to  be  at  your  feet  across  the  - 
lake  :  on  the  rt,  the  city  of  Cham- 
bery lies  like  a  model ;  nundreds  of 
hamlets  and  villages  speckle  the  beau- 
tiful valley,  which  is  oounded  on  the 
opposite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  and  the  Dent  de  Nivolet; 
far  beyond  are  seen  the  mountains 
which  \x>und  the  Val  Is^re,  and  the 
snowy  summits  of  the  Dauphiny  Alp8.J 

At  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  are 
the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Bourget,  the 
residence  of  the  ancient  counts  of  Sa- 
voy, down  to  the  time  of  Amedeus  V. 
or  the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  it  in  1 249. 
He  sent  for  the  painter  Giorgio  di 
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Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto,  to  deco- 
rate its  interior  ;  and  some  fragments 
of  fresco,  now  nearly  efface<C  in  a 
cabinet  formed  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  of  one  of  the  towers,  are  pro- 
bably a  part  of  his  work. 

An  agreeable  way  of  visiting  the 
scenery  of  the  lake  is  to  take  a  boat 
from  Aix  to  Haute  Combe,  and  then 
send  it  to  wait  at  the  little  village  of 
Bordeau,  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Mont  du  Chat;  and  after  visiting 
the  chapel  and  fountain,  walk  by 
agreeable  by-paths  along  the  heights 
wluch  skirt  the  W.  side  of  the  lake, 
and  descend  by  the  great  road  from 
the  Mont  du  Chat.  The  boats,  both 
on  this  lake  and  on  the  lake  of  Annecy, 
are  far  superior  to  those  on  the  Swiss 
or  Italian  lakes.  The  men  row  well 
and  understand  something  of  sailing, 
but  their  charges  are  high. 
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[Those  who  enter  Switzerland  by 
Aix,  and  do  not  wish  to  go  round  by 
Geneva,  may  at  once  cross  from  An- 
necy to  Bonneville  and  thence  to  St. 
Martin,  and  so  on  to  Chamouni.  The 
road  is  excellent,  but  there  are  no 
diligences  or  posting  arrangements 
beyond  Annecy.  A  voiturier  will  eo 
from  Aix  in  one  day  to  Bonneville, 
and  next  morning  to  St.  Martin,  so 
as  to  allow  ample  time  for  reaching 
Chamouni  on  the  second  day.] 

From  Aix  the  rly.,  after  skirting 
the  S.  comer  of  the  lake,  lies  across 
a  plain  of  great  fertility  to 

Chamb^by  Stat.  (Bte.  153). 


BOUTE  152. 

GENEVA  BT  ANNECT  TO  AIOUEBELtE, 
ON  THE  MONT  CENTS  BOAD. 

112  kiL  »  70  £ng.  m. 
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Since  the  completion  of  the  rly. 
from  Geneva  to  Chambery,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne,  this 
route  is  but  little  frequented.  Those 
who  are  not  pressed  for  time,  and  who 
wish  to  see  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
part  of  Savoy,  may  still  find  this  an 
interesting  route  in  going  from  Ge- 
neva to  the  pass  of  Mont  Cenis  or 
Little  St.  Bernard. 

On  leaving  Geneva  the  road  passes 
through  the  Plain  Palais,  crosses  the 
Arve,  and  continues  through  Caroug^e 
and  the  richly  cultivated  plain  of  the 
Arve,  untU  it  rises  to  the  village  of 

St.  Julien,  on  the  frontier  of  Savoy, 
where  the  passports  of  travellers  are 
examined.  The  baggage  is  searched 
a  little  further  on.  Aii  extra  horse  is 
required  this  stage. 

The  road  ascends  a  long  hiU  to  the 
Mount  Sion,  a  ridge  which  runs  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  Mont  Saleve. 
From  its  height,  more  than  3300  fc. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  views 
of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  the  Jura,  and 
the  deep  valley  of  the  Bhone  flowing 
into  France,  form  a  fine  panorama.  The 
course  of  the  road  is  generally  high, 
though  it  undulates  until  it  rises  to 

Crufeiiies^  a  little  town  possessing 
1300  Inhab.,  the  ruins  of  an  old 
castle,  and  a  dirty  inn. 

The  road  to  Annecy  from  Cruseilles 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  Usses, 
sunk  in  a  deep  defile,  by  the  Sus^ 
pension  bridge  of  La  CaiUe,  of  iron- 
wire,  erected  by  the  Sardinian  govern'* 
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ment  to  carry  the  road  directly  across 
and  on  a  level,  and  thas  avoid  the 
lengthened  detours  of  the  old  road, 
which  may  be  still  seen  winding  down 
the  depths  below.  The  length  is  636 
ft,  ana  height  of  the  road  abo\e  the 
river  is  656  ft.  It  is  called  the  I^ont 
■  dharhs  Albert,  and  was  opened  in  Sept 
1839.  It  is  probably  the  loftiest  sus- 
pension  bridge  in  the  world.  A  toll 
of  b\J  sous  is  paid  for  2  horses,  and 
60  sous  for  a  larger  number. 

It  is  a  pleasing  drive  by  the  vil- 
lages of  Alonzier,  Caval,  Pringy,  and 
Metz,  through  a  hilly  country,  often 
presenting  fine  points  of  view ;  at 
length  it  crosses  the  Mont  des  Bornes, 
and  descends  a  hill  side  which  over- 
looks the  plain  and  lake  of  Annecy, 
and  the  fine  mountain  scenery  which 
surrounds  it  There  is  a  singular 
beauty  in  the  views  thus  presented, 
and  a  charm  in  the  approach  to  An- 
necy which  is  likely  to  be  long  re- 
membered. At  the  Pont  de  Brogny 
the  river  Fier,  which  falls  into  the 
Hhone  at  Seissel,  is  crossed,  and  in 
half  an  hour  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self at 

Annecy.  (Tnn :  H.  de  Geneve,  clean ; 
excellent  Macon  wine.  A  fine  cheese 
made  in  the  mountains.)  This  indus- 
trious city  of  900  Inhab.  is  situated 
f)n  the  borders  of  a  lake,  which  is 
discharged  by  canals  that  cross  the 
streets. 

Annecy  is  a  picturesque  and  clean 
old  town,  the  shops  in  many  of  its 
streets  are  under  arcades,  and  there  is 
an  air  of  respectable  antiquity  about 
it— though  tnis,  the  ancient  capital 
of  the  duchy  of  Geneva,  is  only  the 
modern  town.  In  the  1 2th  century  it 
was  known  as  Anneciaciim  novum,  to 
distinguish  it  from  Annedacum  vetiis, 
which  formerly  existed  on  the  slopes  of 
the  beautiful  hill  of  Annecv-le-vieux. 
Numerous  medals  of  the  Roman  em- 
perors of  the  two  first  centuries  of 
the  Christian  era  have  been  found 
here,  and  inscriptions,  sepulchres, 
urns,  and  fragments  of  statues,  and  of 
s  temple,  attest  the  presence  of  the 
{conquering  people. 

When  the  house  of  Geneva  became 
extinct,    Annecy  passed    to  that  of 


Savoy.  In  1412  it  was  totally  burnt 
To  assist  in  restoring  the  inhabitants 
to  their  town,  Amedeus  VIII.,  duke 
of  Savoy,  gave  them  many  privileges, 
and  enabled  them  to  establish  flax- 
spinning  works,  which  have  continued 
to  be  its  principal  manufacture. 

The  Imen  bleacheries  established 
in  1650,  which  have  always  sustained 
a  high  reputation,  are  still  flourishing. 
Encouraged  by  Napoleon,  the  late 
Baron  Duport,  of  Turin,  established 
here  the  first  cotton-works ;  these 
still  flourish. 

Besides  these,  there  are  manufac- 
tories of  black  glass,  of  sulphuric 
acid,  of  printed  cottons,  &c.,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  a  vein  of  lignite 
is  worked,  at  Entreverne, — and  at  the 
village  of  Crans  there  are  oil,  com, 
and  fulling  mills  on  the  Fier. 

The  ancient  Chateau^  the  residence 
of  the  family  of  Genevois-Nemours,  is 
now  a  barrack— the  old  Bishop's  palace 
— the  Cathedral,  with  its  sanctuary. 
In  the  modern  Ch.  of  St.  Franfois  are 
deposited  the  relics  of  St.  Francois 
de  Sales,  and  the  Mt^re  (Sainte) 
Chantal.  The  translation  of  their 
relics  from  the  Cathedral  was  made 
in  1826,  with  great  ceremony. 

"The  tender  friendship  that  long 
subsisted  between  St  Francis  de  Sales 
and  La  M^re  Chantal,  has  given  to 
their  memory  and  relics,  with  pious 
Catholics,  a  clegree  of  interest  similar 
to  that  excited  by  the  remains  of 
Abelard  and  Eloise. 

"  St  Francis  de  Sales  was  descended 
from  the  noble  family  of  de  Sales  in 
Savoy;  he  was  born  in  1567.  Having 
devoted  himself  to  the  church,  and 
evinced  great  sseal  and  eloquence  in 
its  defence,  he  was  ordained  prince 
and  bishop  of  Geneva  by  Pope  Cle- 
ment VIII.,  for  the  popes  assumed 
the  right  to  confer  these  titles  long 
after  the  Reformed  religion  had  been 
established  at  Geneva,  Annecy  being 
made  a  bishop's  seat  when  the  Gene- 
vese  expelled  the  chapter  from  their 
city.  St  Francis  de  Sales  died  at 
Lyons  in  1622,  and  waa  buried  at 
Annecy.  His  canonisation  took  place 
in  1665:  but  before  that  event  his  re- 
'mains  were  so  highly  valued  by  the 
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inhabitants,  that,  when  the  city  was 
taken  by  the  French  in  1630,  one  of 
the  six  articles  of  capitulation  stipu- 
lated that  the  body  of  the  veneraole 
Francis  de  Sales  should  never  be  re- 
moved from  the  city^—Baheweli^s 
Tour  in  the  Tarentaisc, 

Hither  fled  Roussean  on  escaping 
from  Geneva ;  and  many  passages 
of  the  Confessions  relate  to  his  re- 
sidence at  Annecy. 

At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  lake 
there  is  a  beautiful  Aven^ie  and  prome- 
nade, where  fairs  and  public  amuse- 
ments are  held.  The  views  from  it 
of  the  mountain  and  the  lake  are  fine. 
Here  a  bronze  statue  has  been  erected 
to  Beriftollet  the  chemist,  a  native  of 
Talloires  on  the  £.  side  of  the  Lake 
of  Annecy,  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
There  are  many  pleasant  walks  in  its 
pretty  neighbourhood;  the  only  draw- 
back being  the  swamps. 

The  level  of  the  lake  of  Annecy  is 
about  1400  ft  above  that  of  the  sea; 
it  abounds  in  fish — the  lotte,  and  a 
fish  peculiar  to  this  lake,  the  vairon. 
Boatmg  is  a  favourite  amusement  at 
Annecy,  as  there  are  several  respect- 
able private  pleasure-boats  on  the  lake, 
and  a  small  steamer.  A  pleasant  ex- 
cursion may  be  made  by  the  lake  to 
Chiteau  Duing  (see  below) ;  charee 
4  fr.,  or  8  fr.  to  go  and  return.  In 
ascending  the  lake,  an  openmg  in  the 
lofty  mountains,  which  bound  its  N.E. 
side,  discloses  the  Chateau  of  Ment/ton, 
on  the  delicious  slopes  of  a  recess: 
here  St  Bernard,  the  **Apostleof  the 
Alps,"  was  bom,  and  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  independent  of  its  local 
beauty,  cannot  fail  to  interest  the 
traveller. 

If  the  traveller  have  time,  a  short 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Annecy 
to  Annecy-le-Vieux ;  where,  on  the 
inner  and  S.  angle  of  the  tower,  a 
Boman  inscription  will  be  found. 

The  establishment  at  Crans,  of  the 
hydraulic  machines  for  the  drainage 
of  the  lake,  is  also  deserving  of  a  visit. 

[From  Annecy  there  is  an  excellent 
road  to  Bonneville  on  the  way  to 
ChamounL  From  this  road,  or  by 
Menthon    over   the   mountains,  the 


valley  of  Thones  may  be  visited  ; 
very  unfrequented  by  strangers,  but 
full  of  beautiful  scenery.] 

TFrom  Annecy  to  Aix  (omnibus 
daily)  the  road  passes  through  a  rich 
and  pleasing  country,  amidst  cottages 
and  trellised  vines,  by  the  villages 
of  Vieugy  and  Balmont  to 

Alby,  a  village  containing  about 
800  Inhab.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Cheron,  and  one  of  the  most  remark* 
able  objects  between  Annecy  and  Aix 
is  the  fine  stone  bridge — a  single  arch 
of  great  height  and  span,  which  is 
thrown  across  the  Cheron,  at  Alby. 
This  village  was  more  important  for- 
merly when  the  Comtes  of  Geneva 
surrounded  it  with  a  wall  and  castles, 
of  which  some  traces  exist,  which 
were  built  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
to  defend  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
Beyond  Alby  the  route  is  without 
particular  interest,  except  at 

Albensy  a  village  of  1000  Inhab. 
Beyond  Albens  the  road  soon  de- 
scends, and  overlooks  the  plain  of 
Aix,  where  that  town,  the  lake  of 
Bour^et,  and  the  basin  of  Chambery, 
bounded  bv  Uie  Mont  du  Chat,  the 
Montd'Axi,  the  Mont  Grenier,  pre- 
sent a  scene  of  singular  beauty.] 

A  good  road  carried  along  the  S.  W. 
shores  of  the  lake  of  Annecy  leads  to 
Faverges.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  is  the  Chateau  Daing,  placed 
on  a  neck  of  land  which  runs  out 
into  the  lake.  Here  many  strangers 
come  to  board  and  lodge  during  the 
summer,  and  enjoy  the  most  den|;ht- 
ful  excursions  in  its  delicious  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Opposite  the  Chateau  Duing  is 
Talloires,  the  birthplace  of  the  che- 
mist Berthollet. 

From  the  Chateau  Duing,  the  road 
to  Faverges  continues  up  the  valley 
of  £au  Morte  about  3  m.;  it  is  so 
nearly  level  that  the  plain  of  the 
valley  is  often  inundate<L 

Faverges  (Inn :  Poste,  good)  has  a 
population  of  about  2000.  It  is  beau- 
tifully situated  amidst  wooded  slopes 
and  mountains;  it  is  well  cultivated, 
and  abounds  in  rich  meadows.     It 
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was  known  in  the  12th  century  as 
Fabricarium,  a  name  arising  from  its 
numerous  forges  for  copper  and  iron. 
It  still  possesses  silk-mills,  manu- 
factories of  cutlery,  and  tanneries ; 
and  since  the  completion  of  the  road 
by  Ugine  into  the  Tarentaise  it  is 
daily  improving.  Its  old  castle  is 
finely  situated. 

A  slight  elevation  divides  the  head 
of  the  valley  of  the  £au  Morte  from 
that  of  the  stream  of  Monthoux, 
which  runs  into  the  Arly  at  Ugine. 
([Rte.  150.)  The  valley  of  Monthoux 
is  richly  wooded  and  picturesque. 
A  new  road  has  been  made  from 
Faverges  to  Albertville  (FHopital) 
along  the  plain,  by  which  the  dirty 
town  and  hill  of  Ug^ne  are  avoided. 

Albertville  (see  Rte.  150). 

Those  who  wbh  to  travel  by  the 
Victor  £mmanuel  rly.,  either  to  St. 
Jean  de  Maurienne  or  to  Chambery, 
will  follow  the  diligence  route  from 
this  place  to  Chamousset  Stat.;  but 
if  they  travel  by  road  to  Lanslebourg 
and  the  Mont  Cenis,  they  will  turn 
to  the  L  near  the  junction  of  the 
Is^re  with  the  Arc,  and  a  few  miles 
further  reach  Aiguebelle  Stat,  on  the 
rly.  firom  Chambery  to  Turin,  about 
20  m,  from  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne. 


ROUTE  1.53. 

LYONS    TO    CHAMBgRV,    BY    LES 
ECUELLES,  OR  AIGUEBELLETTE. 

The  shortest  route  from  Lyons  to 
Chambery  is  by  rly.  The  line  from 
Lyons  to  Geneva  (Rte.  53)  is  taken 
as  far  as  the  Culoz  junc  stat.  From 
Culoz  to  Chambery  the  route  is  de- 
scribed Rte.  151.  A  far  more  inte- 
resting course  may  be  taken  by 
either  of  the  following  routes.  Tak- 
ing the  rly.  from  Lyons  to  Gre- 
noble as  far  as  Voiron,  from  Which 
place  an  extremely  interesting  expe- 
dition may  be  maae  to  the  monastery 
of  the  Grande  Chartreuse  (See  Hand- 
book FOR  Fkakce),  the  traveller  will 
return  to  the  village  of  St.  Laurent 
du  Font,  a  few  miles  distant  from  the 
torrent  of  the  Guiers  Vif,  which,  be- 
fore the  recent  annexation  of  Savoy, 
formed  the  frontier  of  France.  Tlua 
torrent  is  crossed  at  the  village  of 

LesEcheUes,  The  valley  beyond  this 
is  a  complete  cul-de'sac  A  wall  of 
limestone,  800  ft.  high,  stretches 
directly  across  it;  and  from  Les 
£cbeUes  the  eye  in  vain  seeks  for  the 
means  of  exit.  Li  former  days  the 
only  road  was  a  path,  of  the  mos( 
ru^^  and  difiScnlt  kind,  partly  con- 
ducted through  a  cavern  by  means  of 
ladders  placed  one  above  the  other. 
This  was  called^  the  Chemin  de  la 
Grotte,  or  Les  Echelles,  from  which 
the  neighbouring  village  derived  its 
name.  The  difficulty  of  the  passage 
was  increased  at  times  by  the  moun- 
tain torrent,  which,  when  swollen,  took 
its  course  through  the  cavern.  It  was 
utterly  impassable  for  beasts :  travel'^ 
lers  were  sometimes  carried  through 
it»  seated  upon  an  arm-chair  attached 
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to  the  backs  of  stout  Sayojard  pea- 
sants, who  performed  the  service  of 
beasts  of  burden,  as  the  South  Ame- 
rican Indians  do  at  the  present  day 
on  some  of  the  passes  of  the  Andes. 

An  improved  road  was  made  in 
1670,  by  Duke  Charles  Emanuel  II. 
of  Savoy,  at  considerable  cost,  by  re^ 
moving  vast  masses  of  rock,  so  as 
to  render  it  passable  for  carriages. 
Napoleon,  however,  struck  out  a  new 
line,  and  boldly  pierced  through  the 
mountain,  forming  a  tunnel  1000  ft. 
long,  25  ft.  high,  and  25  ft.  wide,  along 
which  two  diligences  fully  loaded  may 
pass  abreast.  A  ponrpous  inscription, 
written  by  the  Abbe  St.  Real,  com- 
memorating the  enterprise  of  Charles 
Emanuel  in  forming  his  road — which, 
though  steep  and  narrow,  and  very  in- 
convenient, was  a  grand  undertaking 
for  the  period — may  still  be  seen  on 
the  face  of  the  rock. 

Our  route  is  now  carried  through 
a  wilderness  of  rocks,  which  graduaUy 
expand  into  a  pretty  valley. 

St.  Thibaad  de  Couz, 

Not  far  from  this  a  4ittle  waterfall 
descends  from  the  cliff  On  the  rt.,  de- 
scribed by  Rousseau,  in  his  usual 
strain  of  exaggeration,  as  *'  La  plus 
belle  que  je  vis  de  ma  vie." 

Another  contracted  ravine  must  be 
passed  to  reach  Chambery  (see  below). 


Another  route  for  pedestrians,  also 
interesting,  may  be  taken  either  from 
Voiron  or  direct  from  Lyons  to  Pont 
Beauvoismf  formerly  the  frontier  vil- 
lage on  the  high  road  from  France  to 
Italy  by  the  Mont  Cenis. 

About  1^  m.  from  Pont  Beauooism 
the  high  road  to  Les  J^helles  is  left: 
and  at  the  village  of  Domessin  a  nar- 
row road  turns  off  to  the  1.,  and  leads 
over  a  low  hill  well  wooded,  and 
thence  through  a  remarkably  rich 
plain,  that  extends  to  those  limestone 
precipices  which  are  a  continuation 
of  the  ridge  of  rocks  that  make  so 
formidable  a  barrier  at  Les  ]&:helles. 
Avoiding  the  principal  road  to  La 
Bridoire,  and  crossing  the  plain  direct 
from  near  Pont  Beauvoisin,  the  path 
abruptly  approaches  these  precipices. 


Close  to  their  base  a  zigzag  path,  very 
steep,  leads  up  the  talus  formed  dur- 
ing many  ages  by  the  debris ;  in  some 
places  tne  path  is  so  narrow  that  the 
wall  of  the  precipice  can  be  touched 
by  one  hand,  whilst  the  other  over- 
hangs the  steep  descent  below :  in 
some  places  two  persons  cannot  pass 
each  other.  A  litUe  time  is  gained  by 
this  short  cut,  and  the  situations  are 
striking,  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  the 
ffttigue.  It  leads  to  the  same  hamlet, 
Bridoire,  which  is  highly  picturesque 
in  its  situation,  its  cottages,  and  its 
water-mills.  From  this  place  the  road 
ascends,  crosses  a  rida;e,  and  enters 
upon  the  basin  of  the  lake  of  Aigue- 
bellette,  a  rich  open  valley,  finely 
wooded,  and  where  a  view  of  the  lake 
is  obtained ;  —  the  whole  soene  is 
beautiful. 

The  road  undulates  amidst  the 
magnificent  walnut  -  trees  which  a- 
bound  here,  and  passes  through  the 
village  of  Lepin,  offering  some  very 
fine  views.  There  is  a  singular 
character  of  tranquillity  and  retire* 
ment  in  the  spot :  the  scenery  re- 
sembles that  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
our  Cumberland  lakes;  but  the  visit 
of  a  traveller  is  so  rare  an  occurrence, 
that  instead  of  a  crowd  of  visitors, 
and  a  season  for  visiting,  a  year  may 
pass  away  without  any  other  stranger 
Deing  seen  than  a  little  negociant 
making  a  shorter  cut  to  Chambery 
than  by  the  great  road  to  Les 
£chelles. 

A  ridge  divides  the  village  of  Lepin 
from  that  of  Aigpiebellette ;  at  the 
extremity  of  the  ridge  on  the  left, 
overhanging  the  lake,  is  a  chateau,  in 
a  most  romantic  and  beautiful  situa- 
tion; the  road  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ridge  descends  to  Aiguebellette, 
and  passes  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of 
its  barons:  it  is  of  high  antiquity;  its 
foundation  is  unknown,  and  it  is  there- 
fore attributed  to  the  Romans:  it  is 
recorded  to  have  been  repaired  in  the 
11th  century.  It  was  burnt  and  de- 
molished by  one  of  the  dauphins  of 
Yienne,  in  the  15th  century. 

Aiguehellette  is  a  poor  little  village, 
in  a  most  beautiful  situation;  it  has 
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a  miserable  litde  inn,  which  cannot 
furnish  even  decent  wine  and  refresh- 
ment in  a  country  so  abundant — not 
even  fish  from  the  hike:  these  are 
taken  and  sent  to  distant  markets. 
The  lake  is  celebrated  for  the  excel- 
lence and  abundance  of  its  carp 
trout,  and  other  fish.  The  lake  is 
about  3  m.  long,  and  2  wide ;  its 
depth  varies,  but  it  is  generally  about 
150  ft.  deep.  Around  the  lake  are 
fields  and  meadows,  but  most  of  the 
slopes  of  the  surrounding  mountains 
are  wooded.  Oats,  barley,  potatoes, 
Indian  com,  and  flax  are  grown  in 
the  spots  cultivated. 

It  is  curious  that  a  tradition  exists 
here  that  Hannibal  passed  with  a  part 
of  the  Carthaginian  army  by  Aigue- 
bellette. 

On  proceeding  from  AiguebeUette 
the  path  skirts  the  churchyard,  and 
enters  a  line  of  meadows  beneath 
magnificent  walnut  trees.  Soon,  how- 
ever, it  begins  to  ascend  the  mountain 
side,  and  rises  over  the  intervening 
trees,  presenting  views  of  the  lake, 
the  villages  around  it,  and  the  distant 
hills  which  slope  down  and  border  the 
Bhone.  The  road  now  becomes  very 
steep,  ascending  in  zigzags,  some- 
times sunk  in  the  crues  of  the  moun- 
tain, at  others  rounding  the  projec- 
tions, and  increasing,  as  the  observer 
rises  above  the  Uke,  the  beauty 
with  the  extent  of  the  view.  At 
length,  after  a  fatiguing  ascent  for  an 
hour,  the  summit  is  attained,  and  a 
glorious  view  is  presented  over  the 
basin  of  Chambery,  similar,  but  not 
equal,  to  that  from  the  Mont  du  Chat. 
Instead  of  looking  down  into  the 
lake,  it  is  seen,  at  its  nearest  point, 
about  8  m.  off,  resting  at  the  base  of 
the  steep  Mont  du  Chat;  and  opposite 
to  it  are  the  houses  of  Aix. 

Chambery  seems,  from  the  pass, 
to  be  just  below  the  observer ; 
and,  in  the  road  to  it  from  Les 
]^helles,  which  may  be  seen,  the  cas- 
cade of  Couz  is  distinctly  observed; 
its  bright  white  line  forming  a  very 
small  speck  amidst  the  extended  scale 
of  the  surrounding  objects.  The 
descent  from  the  summit  of  the 
col    may  be  made  by  two  routes  : 


that  on  the  right  seems  to  have  been 
the  old  Roman  road,  but  it  is  noiv 
impracticable  for  horses.  There  are 
traces  of  its  having  been  a  well-<»n- 
structed  road,  in  the  remains  of  high 
and  very  thick  dry  walls,  which  8up> 
ported,  towards  the  plain,  its  terraces. 
Albanis  de  Beaumont  says  that,  after 
half  an  hour's  descent  by  this  road, 
there  are  many  stone  coffins  found  at 
the  foot  of  the  lateral  rocks,  with 
slabs  which  formerly  covered  them, 
upon  which  some  characters  are  seen, 
though  they  are  too  much  efiaced  to 
be  read :  blocks,  too,  of  cut  stone  are 
found,  and  he  conjectures  that  they 
are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
St.  Michel,  which  was  attached  to 
an  hospital  that  existed  here  in  the 
9th  century,  and,  probably,  under 
some  other  denomination,  even  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans. 

The  road  at  present  used  from  the 
summit  of  the  Col  d'Aiguebellette  to 
Chambery  is  only  practicable  for 
pedestrians  or  cattle :  it  might  easily 
be  rendered  fit  for  the  passage  of 
chars;  but,  a9  there  is  little  mler- 
course  across 'it,  there  is  no  sufiicient 
motive  for  its  improvement. 

The  first  village  reached  after  an 
hour's  descent  is  Fi'mtn^,  ingeniously 
conjectured  by  Beaumont  to  be  de- 
rived from  Via  Minima,  because  it 
lav  on  the  shortest  route  from  Le- 
mmcum  (Chambery)  to  Vienna  Al- 
lobrogum  (Vienne,  on  the  Rhone). 
In  going  to  or  from  Chambery  by 
this  route,  instead  of  that  by  Les 
Gchelles,  the  pedestrian  will  gain 
2  hrs.;  the  whole  distance  from  font 
Beauvoisin  requiring  about  8  hrs. 

From  the  village  of  Yimine  to  tiie 
hamlet  of  Cognin  is  a  short  hour's 
walk  over 'a  bad  road,  but  through 
beautiful  scenes :  thence,  in  half  an 
hour,  the  traveller  will  reach 

Chambery  (Ital.  Ciamberi)  (/niw.- 
H.  de  France,  near  the  rly.stat.,  pretty 
good  and  reasonable;  le  Petit  Paris; 
H.  de  I'Europe;  Poste,  bad),  once 
capital  of  Savoy,  now  chef  lieu 
du  D^pt.  and  an  archbishop's  see, 
containing  about  20,000  Inhab.,  and 
pleasantly  situated  within  a  circle  of 
mountains.      The  streets  are  rather 
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picturesque,  and  have  an  air  of 
activity,  although  the  population  re- 
mains stationary,  and  the  town  con- 
tains little  to  interest  the  traveller. 
A  peculiar  silk  gauze  is  made  here. 

The  Cathedral,  a  Gothic  building 
(14th  century,  finished  I4'K)), curiously 
painted  in  imitation  of  the  stone 
tracery  of  the  1 5th  century,  is  neither 
large  nor  interesting. 

By  flights  of  sloped  terraces  you 
may  ascend  to  the  Castle  of  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy,  an  ancient  fragment, 
presenting  a  very  picturesque  and 
imposing  appearance.  It  was  burnt  in 
1798,  only  3  of  the  towers,  the  chapel, 
and  the  part  next  the  town  escaping. 
The  chapel  (b.  1415)  is  in  the  style  of 
the  Sainte  Chapelle  at  Paris,  and  has 
some  beautiful  lancet  windows  of 
painted  glass.  The  interior  is  painted 
in  imitation  of  Flamboyant  tracery. 
One  side  of  the  castle-yard  is  occupied 
by  a  singularly  ugly  modern  buiming, 
within  which  are  the  very  simple 
apartments  sometimes  occupied  by 
the  Sardinian  Royal  Family,  now 
residence  of  the  Pr^et.  The  castle, 
gardens,  and  terraces  command  fine 
views  of  the  surrounding  mountains. 

Before  the  French  revolution  there 
were  20  convents  inChambery:  there 
are  still  seven,  four  of  which  are  nun- 
neries. 

Among  the  most  conspicuous  build- 
ings at  present  are  the  modern  Palais 
de  Justice,  H.  de  Ville  (18G4),  and 
Three  Barracks. 

There  is  a  Public  Library  contain- 
ing 13,000  volumes,  an  incipient  mu- 
seum, and  a  few  pictures,  none  of 
them  calculated  to  afford  the  stranger 
much  gpratification ;  there  is  also  a 
Theatre  and  a  Royal  Colletje, 

St.  Real,  author  of  the  *  Conjuration 
centre  Venise,'  was  born  at  Cham- 
ber v,  1639  ;  and  the  Comte  Xavier  le 
Maistre,  author  of  the  *  Voyage  au- 
tourde  ma  Chambre,'  is  also  a  native. 
This  town  boasts  among  her  citizens 
General  de  Boigne,  who,  having  made 
an  immense  fortune  in  the  East  In- 
dies, in  the  service  of  the  Rajah  Scin- 
dia,  bestowed  the  greater  portion  of  it, 
to  the  amount  of  :^,4 17,850  fr.,  in  bene- 
factions to  his  native  place.  He  founded 


two  hospitals,  and  set  on  foot  many 
improvements.  A  street  has  been 
named  after  him,  and  a  monument,  con- 
sisting of  a  fountain  ornamented  with 
figures  of  elephants,  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory  on  the  Promenade  on 
the  way  to  the  rly.    He  died  1830. 

On  a  rock  rising  on  rt.  bank  of  the 
Leysse,  a  Roman  site,  stands  the  Ch. 
of  Leuiene,  the  oldest  in  the  district. 
In  the  crypt  is  the  body  of  an  Irish 
bishop. 

About  20  minutes'  walk  to  the  south 
of  the  town  is  Les  CharmetteSj  the  re- 
sidence of  Rousseau  and  of  his  friend 
Madame  de  Warens.  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  place  at  present  worth 
notice  independently  of  its  connection 
with  J.  Jacques:  the  house  has  the 
appearance  of  a  poor  farm-house,  and 
Rousseau's  room  was  the  one  over  the 
entrance. 

Those  who  have  time  on  their 
hands,  and  desire  an  agreeable  two 
hours*  walk,  may  visit  the  ravine 
called  Le  Bout  dn  Monde.  The  road 
to  it  turns  out  of  that  to  Turin  at  the 
end  of  the  Faubourg  de  Montmeillan, 
follows  the  left  bank  of  the  Leysse  by 
the  side  of  the  great  dyke,  as  far  as 
the  village  of  Leysse,  where  it  crosses 
the  stream,  and,  passing  on  the  right 
the  picturesque  castle  of  Chaffardon, 
enters  the  gorge  of  the  Doriat,  which 
is  closed  in  on  all  sides  by  high  cliffs, 
forming  the  base  of  the  Dent  de  Ni- 
volet,  and  has  no  outlet.  Behind  a 
paper-mill,  built  by  one  of  the  Mont- 
golfiers,  the  stream  falls  in  a  pretty 
cascade  over  the  wall  of  rock  here 
formed  of  remarkable  regular  and 
thin  horizontal  strata,  through  some 
of  which  the  water  forcing  its  way 
forms  singular  supplementary  jets  at 
a  distance  from  the  main  falu 

[A  pleasant  excursion  of  a  day  or 
two  may  be  made  from  Chambery  to 
the  baths  of  Aix,  and  the  Lac  du 
Bourget  (Rte.  151.)] 

The  Victor  Kmamtel  Bailroad,  towards 
the  foot  of  the  Cenis,  is  ojjen  as  far 
as  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  (Rte.  154); 
also  those  to  Geneva,  Lyons,  Macon, 
and  Paris.  Diligences  to  Grenoble 
by  Montmelian  in  6  hrs. 
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ROUTE  154. 

CHAUBERY  TO  TQKIN — ^MOST  CENIS. 

klL    miles. 
Cbamb^ry  (rallwaj).    (Rte  161.) 

Montni^iaa 15  =    9 

Aignebelle 37  =  23 

St.  Jean  de  MaurteniM      .     .     .     70  =s  43 
SL  Jean  to  St  Michel       .     •     .     13  =s    8 

St.  Michel  to  Modane  .     .     .     .  17  »  lOi 

Modane  to  Verney 11=7 

Vcrney  to  LanslebonTg     .     .     .  12  ss    7i 

Lanslebourg    to   Orande  Croix  .  13  s=    8 

Grande  Croix  to  Molaret  .     .     •  U  s    8| 

Molaret  to  Siua 10  =    6 

Susa  to  Turin  (railway)   .     .     .    64  =  34 

Total  .  214      1321 

The  Rly.  to  St.  Michel  takes  from 
2  to  3  hrs.  Diligence  about  10  hrs. 
from  St.  Michel  to  Susa.  Susa  Rly. 
to  Turin,  2  hrs.  Total,  about  16  hrs., 
including  stoppages.  The  diligences 
are  usually  so  arranged  as  to  cross 
the  pass  during  the  night :  those, 
therefore,  who  wish  to  see  it  will  take 
a  Yoiturier  or  post  from  St.  Jean  to 
Susa  in  2  days.  The  travelling  is 
very  good,  but  very  dear.  Voitu- 
rier  about  200  fr.,  posting  300  fr., 
all  renforts  and  tolls  included.  The 
Inns  on  the  road  are  dear,  bad,  and 
dirty  ;  St.  Michel's  are  the  best. 

The  Mont  Cenis  road  may  be  con* 
sidered  as  beginning  at  Chambery 
and  ending  at  Susa.  It  was  con- 
structed  by  the  Chevalier  Fabbroni, 
under  the  orders  of  Napoleon,  at  a 
cost  of  300,000r,  and  was  com- 
menced in  1803  and  finished  in  1810. 
It  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  prac- 
ticable of  the  roads  over  the  Alps 
during  the  winter,  but  is  at  the  same 
tiihe  the  least  interesting.  The  valley 
of  the  Arc,  however,  is  in  some  places 
pretty,  and  in  others  w^d  and  grand, 


and  there  is  a  fine  view  from  the  17th 
Refuge,  and  beautiful  views  on  the 
descent  into  Italy. 

Now  that  the  Rly.  from  Paris  .to 
St  Michel  has  been  completed,  this 
road  has  become  by  far  the  easiest 
mode  of  reaching  Italy. 

Chamh^ry  (Rte.  153). 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  above 
Chambery  is  very  fine,  but  the 
curves  and  gradients  on  the  rail- 
way are  very  formidable.  We  pass, 
on  the  left,  the  castle  of  B&tie,  and 
farther  on,  close  to  the  road,  that 
of  Chignin,  links  of  a  line  of  forts 
extending  through  the  country,  on 
whose  towers  watch-fires  were  lighted 
to  alarm  the  inhabitants  in  time  of 
war,  in  case  of  foreign  inroads.  For 
these  rude  means  in  the  middle  ages, 
telegraphs  have  been  substituted.  Up 
the  valleys  of  the  Arc  and  Is^re,  the 
chain  of  old  castles  continues  almost 
without  an  interruption.  The  moun- 
tain seen  on  the  rt  is  the  Mont  Gre- 
nier,  5700  ft  high.  The  side  facing 
Chambery  is  a  perpendicular  escarp- 
ment, producea  by  an  immense  mass 
of  the  mountain  having  broken  off  in 
1248  :  it  overwhelmed  the  country 
at  its  base  with  ruin,  and  buried  16 
villages.  The  marks  of  this  catas- 
trophe are  still  visible  in  the  series 
of  niUocks,  now  covered  with  vine- 
yards, called  Les  Abymes  de  Myans. 
The  Mont  Grenier  stands  in  the  angle 
between  the  valley  of  Chambery  and 
that  of  GresivauOEin,  which  leads  to 
Grenoble :  it  is  traversed  by  the 
Is5re.  On  the  L  bank  of  the  nver,  a 
few  miles  down,  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  Chateau  Bayard^  the  cradle  of  the 
illustrious  knight "  sans  peur  et  sans  re- 
proche."  (See  Handbook  of  France.) 

Route  de  Grenoble  Stat.  Here  the 
Railroad  to  Grenoble  branches  off)  fol- 
lowing the  valley  of  the  Istire,  which 
opens  to  the  S.;  there  is  a  fine  view 
from  this  part  of  the  line. 

Montmilian  Stat  (/n«:  H.  des  Voy- 
ageurs,  not  good.)  This  little  town 
stands  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Is^re,  at 
the  junction  of  four  roads :  that  of  the 
Mont  Cenis,  issuing  out  of  the  valley  of 
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the  Maurienne  ;  that  from  the  Taren- 
taise  and  Little  St  Bernard  (Rte.  156)  ; 
that  from  Grenoble  along  the  fertile 
and  beautiful  valley  of  Gresivaudan  ; 
and  that  from  Chambery.  The  castle 
of  Montmelian  was  long  the  bulwark 
of  Savoy  against  France.  Henry  IV., 
while  besieging  it  in  1600,  was  nearly 
killed  by  a  cannon-shot  from  its  walls, 
which  covered  him  with  dirt,  and 
made  the  king  cross  himself  devoutly; 
upon  which  Sully  remarked,  that  he 
was  happy  to  see  that  his  Majesty 
was  so  good  a  Catholic.  It  was 
bravely  and  skilfully  defended  for  13 
months  against  Louis  XIIL  by  Count 
Geoffrejr  Bens  de  Cavour.  The  works 
were  finally  demolished  by  Louis 
XIV.,  who  took  the  place  in  1705.  A 
few  scanty  fragments  of  wall,  partly 
overgrown  with  briers  and  nettles, 
crowning  the  rock  above  the  town,  are 
the  only  remains  of  the  former  bul- 
wark of  Savoy,  and  the  key  of  its  Alps. 

A  good  white  wine  is  grown  near 
Montmelian. 

Public  conveyances  to  the  Baths  of 
Alevard,  near  which  are  some  iron- 
mines. 

The  railroad  for  some  miles  Arom 
Montmelian  commands,  in  clear 
weather,  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
which  is  seen  from  no  other  point  in 
our  route.  The  post-road  follows  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Is^re ;  the  rly.  the 
opposite  one,  on  an  embankment  of 
several  miles,  having  crossed  the  river 
on  a  fine  bridge  beyond  Montmelian. 
Near  the  rly.  on  the  L  bank  is  the 
village  of  Coiae,  with  a  mineral  spring 
containing  iodine,  renowned  as  a 
specific  against  goitre.  Beyond  this, 
on  the  rt.  bank,  is 

St,  Pierre  d'Albignyy  a  neat  little 
town  with  a  good  inn.  The  Is^re  flows 
through  a  portion  only  of  its  broad 
winter  bed,  leaving  the  blanched 
stones  to  mark  its  extent  at  that  sea- 
son. The  slopes  around  Montmelian 
and  St.  Pierre  are  celebrated  for  the 
wine  they  produce.  An  omnibus  to 
the  St  Pierre  Stat,  on  the  rlwy. 

A  little  beyond  St  Pierre  is  a  fine 
feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  vaUey, 
the  Chdteau  de  Miolans,  It  is  buUt 
on  a  mass  of  rock  jutting  out  of  the 
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mountain  side  800  or  900  ft  above  the 
Is^re,  commanding  extensive  views  up 
and  down  the  valley,  and  across  into 
the  valley  of  the  Arc;  for  it  is  nearly 
opposite  to  the  confluence  of  the  Arc 
and  the  Isdre.  Ascent  gradual  to  the 
platform,  which  on  the  top  of  the  rock 
is  extensive  enough  for  the  castle. 

The  chateau  originally  belonged  to 
one  of  the  most  ancient  famibes  in 
Savoy,  distinguished  as  early  as  the 
ninth  cent;  but  the  male  line  becoming 
extinct  in  1 523,  the  chateau  was  bought 
by  Charles  III.,  duke  of  Savoy,  and 
converted  into  a  state  prison,  which 
continued  to  be  its  appropriation  until 
the  events  of  the  French  revolution 
united  Savoy  to  France,  when  the 
castle  was  dismantled. 

3  m.  farther  on  the  L  bank  is 

Chamousset  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
and  high  road  leave  the  valley  of  the 
Is^re,  and  take  that  of  the  Arc  or 
Maurienne.  About  6  m.  up  the  valley  is 

Aijuebelle,  in  a  tolerably  wide  trian- 
gular plain,  {fnns:  Poste,  Parfaite 
Union.)  The  country  hereabouts  is 
unhealthy  from  marshes  which  pro- 
duce malaria  and  its  consequence, 
goitre.  The  Castle  above  the  town, 
called  La  Charhonniire^  was  the  birth- 
place of  several  counts  of  Savoy. 

St,  Jean  de  Maurienne  Stat.  {Trms  : 
Europe,  Poste,  Voyageurs,  all  indif- 
ferent), capital  of  the  province  of  Mau- 
rienne (3000  Inhab.),  1800  ft.  above 
the  sea,  the  original  seat  of  the  Dukes 
or  Counts  of  Savoy.  The  cathedral  is 
of  the  15th  centy.,  and  contains  some 
fine  wood-carving,  and  a  splendid  stone 
reliquary.  The  town  is  unhealthy, 
and  contains  nothing  else  worthy  of 
notice.  The  vineyards  of  St  Julien 
grow  a  wine  of  some  repute.  From 
nence  there  is  a  jnas  to  Moutiers 
(Rte.  156)  by  the  Col  de  la  Platiere 
in  10  hrs.  A  mule  may  be  taken  to 
the  top.  In  the  descent  through  the 
Vol  de  Nant-brun  there  is  a  very  fine 
view  of  Mont  Blanc.  For  the  passes 
into  Dauphine  see  Rte.  158. 

The  rly.  is  carried  as  far  as 

St.  Michel  Stat.,  {Inns.  H.  de  la  Sa- 
maritaine,  clean  beds  ;  H.  de  Poste, 
dirty ;  Bufifet  at  the  station,  good  and 
reasonable),  and  no  further  progresi 
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can  be  made  until  the  Great  Tunnel 
at  Modane  is  opened.  This  is  a 
tolerable  stopping-place  for  families 
travelling  between  Paris  and  Turin 
in  three  days ;  the  1st  night  being 
spent  at  Ma9on. 

Diligences  await  the  trains  for  Susa, 
a  journey  of*  10  hrs.  Families  will 
do  well  to  hire  a  carriage  here.  Borgo, 
at  the  Post,  is  a  respectable  yetturino, 
and  has  good  carriages. 

The  road  now  crosses  the  river  and 
enters  a  wild  and  beautiful  gorge. 
About  9  m.  above  St.  Michel,  close 
to  the  village  of  Foumeau,  is  the 
commencement  of  the  great  Tunnel 
through  the  Alps,  begun  1857  by  the 
goveroment  of  Turin.  This  great 
enterprise  contemplates  carrying  a 
tunnel  between  7  and  8  m.  long, 
without  a  vertical  shaft  for  ventila- 
tion, which  is  to  come  out  near  Bar- 
don^che  on  the  Italian  side.  It  will 
be  4360  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  3480 
ft.  below  the  summit  of  Mont  Cenis. 
The  rock  is  cut  by  machines  worked 
by  compressed  air,  invented  by  MM. 
Gratonne  and  Sommellier.  They  are 
each  of  250-hor8e  power,  and  act  simul- 
taneouslyon  both  sides  of  the  mountain. 
The  air  is  compressed  by  water-power; 
and  the  works  above  Modane,  with 
the  tubes  conveying  the  compressed 
air,  are  on  an  immense  scale.  The 
machines  easily  penetrate  the  rock, 
not  by  drilling,  but  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  rocks  are  bored  for  blasting 
— that  is  to  say,  by  the  blows  of  a 
chisel  that  turns  slightly  on  its  axis 
between  every  blow.  After  the  rock 
has  been  bored  with  many  holes 
simultaneously,  the  machine  is  with- 
drawn, and  the  holes  charged  with 
powder  and  blasted.  Thence  the 
cavity  is  enlar^d  and  framed  in  the 
usual  way.  These  latter  processes 
are  so  tedious  that  the  progress  is 
only  about  I  m^tre  a  day  at  either 
end.  The  same  compressed  air  that 
works  the  machines  affords  powerful 
ventilation  to  the  tunnel.  It  also 
cools  it  by  the  heat  necessarily  ab- 
sorbed during  its  escape  from  com- 
pression. The  Italian  government, 
notwithstanding  the  annexation  of 
Savoy    to   France,    has    undertaken 


the  whole  responsibility  of  the  work. 
It   is    commonly    spoken    of    as    a 
Ikmnel  under  the  Mont  CeniSf  but  im- 
properly so,  as  it  lies  about  16  m.  from 
that  pass.    About  1400  yards  have 
been  opened  on  each  side,  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  length.    [Three 
passes    lead    from    M<raane    across 
the    chain   separating    Savoy    from 
Piedmont.      The  shortest  and  most 
direct,  but  rough  track,  fit  only  for 
pedestrians,  is  by  the  Col  de  Fr^tts^ 
leading   in   about   5^   hrs.   to   Bar- 
don^che.  This  passes  very  nearly  over 
the  part  of  the  chain  which  will  be 
traversed  by  the  tunneL    Somewhat 
farther  W.  is  the  much  easier  pass  of 
the  Col  de  la  Rwte^  frequently  traversed 
with  mules  by  the  country  people, 
and  leading  in  6^  hrs.  to  Bacdon^che. 
Farther  still  towards  the  W.   is  a 
rather  higher  and  rougher  path,  but 
practicab&  for  mules,  by  the  Col  de  la 
Saume,    For  travellers  going  direct  to 
Bardon^che  this  has  no  advantage, 
but  it  leads  by  a  very  easy  pass — the 
Echelles  de  Flanpinet — to  Brianvon  in 
Dauphin^    (Rte.    159).      From    the 
summit  of  the  Col   de  la  Saume  a 
mountaineer  will  easily  reach  in  3 
hrs.  the  summit  of  the  Moni  Thaborj 
10,536  ft.  in  height,  commanding  a 
magnificent  panoramic  view  of  the 
western  Alps.    On  the  top  is  a  stone 
pyramid  marking  one  of  the  stations 
used  40  years  ago  in  the  measure- 
ment of  an  arc  of  the  meridian.    The 
descent  may  be  made  to  Modane,  to 
St.    Michel    by    Valmeinier,    or    to 
Bardon^che.]     Between   St.   Michel 
and  Modane  is  laid  the  last  scene  of 
Sterne's '  Sentimental  Journey.' 
Modane,    {^Inn :  Lion  d'Or.) 
The  road  ascends  high  above  the 
Arc,  and  the  gorge,  in  whose  depths 
it  flows,  serves    as   a   natural   and 
tremendous  fosse  to   f\»^  rEsseHlon 
or  Branums^  built   on   the    opposite 
height,   and    commanding   with    its 
many-mouthed  batteries,  rising  tier 
above  tier,  the  passage  to  Italy.    This 
fort  presents  a  magnificent  appear- 
ance of  impregnability ;  but  under  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Savoy  to 
France,  it   is    to  be    razed  to   the 
ground.    A  light  bridge*  spanning  the 
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black  gorge  which  separates  the  fort 
from  the  road,  is  a  striking^  object:  it 
is  called  the  Font  du  Diable. 

Vemey.  Near  this,  Horace  Walpole 
lost  his  lap-dog,  which  was  carried 
off  by  a  wolf  pouncing  down  upon  it 
from  the  forest. 

At  Termignon  the  path  from  the  Col 
de  Vanoise  (Rte.  157)  joins  our  road. 

Lanalebourg  {Itm:  Hotel  Royal),  a 
wretched  villi^,  full  of  cabarets,  at 
the  foot  of  the  aacent  of  Mont  Cenis, 
4400  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
From  this  point  numerous  excursions 
among  the  High  Alps  may  be  made, 
and,  indifferent  as  the  inn  is,  it  seems 
excellent  after  those  found  among  the 
mountains.  Here  in  the  winter  the 
wheeled  diligence  from  St«  Michel 
is  changed  for  one  on  sledges,  and 
carriages  are  dismounted  and  put  on 
sledges  to,  cross  the  snow,  14  men 
are  often  required,  and  12  moles,  to 
conduct  the  diligence  across.  The 
diL  from  Susa  stop  at  Lanslebour?  for 
breakfast,  and  travellers  by  them  have 
the  opportunity  of  a  grateful  wash. 

After  passing  a  large  barrack,  the 
road  crosses  tne  Arc,-  and  ascends 
the  mountain  by  easy  and  well<-con- 
structed  zigsags.  Extra  horses  are 
necessary  to  reach  the  summit ;  and 
it  takes  about  2-J  hrs.  for  a  carriage 
to  mount  from  Lanslebourg  to  Refuge 
No.  18,  at  the  (op  of  the  ascent.  It 
is  possible  to  walk  up  in  a  shorter 
time,  abridging  the  zigzags,  and  follow- 
ing a  path  to  which  the  traveller  is 
guided  by  the  poles  for  the  electric 
telegraph. 

Between  Lanslebour?  and  Susa 
there  are  23  houses  of  Refuge  placed 
at  intervals  by  the  roadside,  occupied 
by  cantoniers.  Each  is  numbered,  be- 
ginning from  the  Piedmontese  side  of 
the  mountain.  Near  No.  22  avalanches 
sometimes  fiall:  the  dangerous  spot 
may  be  passed  in  3  or  4  minutes.  No. 
Id  is  called  La  Ramasse.  Here  sledges 
are  kept;  and  in  winter,  when  deep 
snow  covers  the  inequalities  on  the 
sides  of  the  mountain,  travellers  may 
descend  in  one  of  them  to  Lansle- 
bourg in  10  minutes!  The  sledee  is 
guided  bv  a  peasant,  who  places  him- 
self in  front ;   and,  from  the  expe- 


rience gained  in  collecting  (ramasser) 
and  transporting  wood  in  this  man- 
ner, they  are  so  skilful,  that  there  is 
little  or  no  risk  in  this  extraordinary 
mode  of  travelling.  Perpendicular 
descent  600  metres— nearly  2000  ft. 

The  17th  Refuge  is  the  barrier  of 
Savoy:  here  a  toll  is  levied,  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  Soon  aftcn*  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass  is  reached, 
6825  ft.  above  the  sea  level;  thence 
the  road  descends  to  the  plain  of  Mont 
Cenis,  passing  near  the  margin  of  a 
small  lake,  which  is  generally  frozen 
during  6  months  of  the  year:  it  is 
famed  for  its  delicious  trout:  thefishery 
belongs  to  the  monks  of  the  Hospice. 

Inns:  Posthouse  of  the  Mont  Ctnis 
(Monte  Cenisio);  and  the  Old  Post- 
house,  rough,  but  tolerable,  good 
headquarters  for  Alpine  excursions. 
Passing  travellers  may  regale  on  the 
excellent  trout  of  the  lake,  and  some- 
times on  ptarmigan,  for  which  they 
will,  however,  pay  handsomely.  [From 
the  posthouse  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  (Rte.  1 55)  commences.] 

About  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Post 
is  the  Hoapice^  originally  founded  by 
Charlemagne,  who  crossed  the  Mont 
Cenis  with  an  army  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury. The  existing  edifice,  built  by 
Napoleon,  is  now  occupied,  half  by  a 
corps  of  carbineers  who  examine  the 
passports  of  all  travellers  crossing  the 
mountain;  the  other  half  by  monks 
of  the  Benedictine  order,  who  exer- 
cise gratuitous  hospitality  towards 
poor  travellers.  The  house  contains 
two  or  three  tolerable  bed-rooms  for 
guests  of  the  higher  class.  Near  the 
Hospice  is  a  loopholed  wall,  for  the 
defence  of  the  pass. 

The  road  is  tolerably  level  to 
Grande  Croix,  a  wretched  Inn  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  with  one 
or  two  taverns  occupied  by  carters 
and  muleteers;  there  the  descent  be- 
gins. The  road,  as  originally  con- 
structed, wound  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountain;  but  owing  to  its  fear- 
ful exposure  to  avalanches,  this 
portion  has  been  abandoned,  and  a 
new  line  descends  by  winding  tour- 
niquets to  the  little  plain  of  St. 
I  Nicolas,   over    which    it   is    carried 
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on  a  raised  causeway,  quite  out 
of  the  reach  of  avalanches,  except 
between  the  3rd  and  4th  Refuges, 
where  they  still  sometimes  fall  in 
spring.  A  gallery  cut  in  the  rock 
where  the  old  road  passed,  is  now 
abandoned:  it  exhibits  a  singular 
scene  of  confusion,  the  roof  having 
partly  fallen  in.  On  issuing  from 
this  plain,  a  magnificent  mountain  on 
the  1.  is  seen — the  Rochemelon :  on  its 
summit  is  the  chapel  of  Ndtre  Dame 
des  Neiges,  which  is  visited  on  the 
6th  of  August  every  year  by  an  in- 
credible number  of  pilg^ms.  Men, 
women,  and  children  ascend  on  the 
day  before,  about  three-quarters  of 
the  distance,  sleep  out  on  the  moun- 
tain, and  complete  the  ascent  early 
on  the  following  morning,  so  as  to 
hear  morning  mass  upon  the  summit  1 
Saussure  has  given  an  interesting 
account  of  his  ascent  of  this  peak. 
Very  few  travellers  have  visited  it 
since  his  time.  The  road  now  skirts 
a  dreary  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  are  seen  the  villages  of  Fsr- 
riere  and  Notalese^  deserted  in  the 
summer:  the  old  mule-road  passed 
through  them. 

Moiaretj  the  first  Fiedmontese  ham- 
let A  footpath  descends  from  the 
high  road  a  little  below  the  posthouse, 
much  shortening  the  distance  for 
pedestrians  bound  for  Susa.  From 
some  of  the  turns  in  the  zigzags 
beyond  this  place  fine  views  of  the 
vallepr  of  the  Dora  towards  Turin  are 
obtained,  but  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain are  unusually  barren.  A  gallery 
is  passed,  built  under  a  torrent,  and 
omy  used  when  the  main-road  is  dan- 
gerous or  destroyed  by  the  torrent 
The  descent  is  now  continuous  by  long 
zigzags  to 

Susa,  (Truu:  La  Posta;  Hotel  de 
Savoie;  H.  de  France,  perhaps  the 
best,  charges  unreasonable).  This  little 
town  of  3500  Inhab.,  planted  at  the 
point  of  junction  of  tne  roads  over 
the  Mont  Gen^vre  (Rte.  160)  and  the 
Mont  Ccnis,  is  chiefly  remarkable  on 
account  of  its  antiquity,  having  been 
founded  by  a  Roman  colony  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus,  under  tne  name 
of  Seg^sio.     It  appears,   like  most  i 


Italian  towns,  to  have  decayed,  but  it 
now  seems  reviving.  There  is  a  very 
curious  Romanesque  church  and  clois- 
ters, and  a  gateway  adjoining  the 
church.  There  is  also  a  Roman  tri- 
umphal arch,  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
erected  about  8  aa,  in  honour  of 
Augustus.  It  is  in  a  sadly-neglected 
condition,  and  stands  a  little  way  out- 
side the  town,  in  what  was  formerly 
the  governor's  garden.  Susa  and  the 
rest  of  the  route  to  Turin  are  described 
in  the  Handbook  for  North  Italv. 

The  railway  is  now  open  from  Susa 
with  trains  for  Turin  8  times  a-day, 
performing  the  journey  in  2  hrs. 

Turin  Terminus.  (Iruu:  Hotel  de 
TEurope,  the  best;  Grande  Bretagne; 
H6tel  de  la  Ligurie,  near  the  Genoa, 
not  the  Susa,  Rlwy.  Stat, good;  Hotel 
Feder,  fallen  off  of  late. — ^Omnibuses 
run  to  the  different  hotels  on  the 
arrival  of  each  train. 

For  Turin,  see  the  ELandbook  for 
North  Italy. 

[The  voituriers  now  keep  their 
horses,  &c.,  at  Susa,  but  are  generally 
to  be  engaged  at  Turin.  If  engaged  in 
due  time  they  will  send  horses  on  to 
Grande  Croix,  and  change  at  that 
place,  thus  saving  much  delay,  and 
reaching  Modane,  or  perhaps  St.  Jean 
and  Chamb^ry,  from  Turin  m  one  day. 
Time  actually  occupied  on  the  road^ 
1 857 : — Susa  to  Molaret,  2  hrs. ;  Grande 
Croix,  2  hrs.  ;  17th  Refuge,  1  hr. 
10  min.;  Lanslebourg,  50  min.;  Mo- 
dane, 2  hrs.  25  min.;  St  Jean,  2  hr?. 
35  min.  Totol:  Susa  to  St.  Jean,  11 
hrs.y  exclusive  of  stoppages.] 


ROUTE  165. 

MONT  CENIS  TO  SUSA,  BY  THE  LITTLE 
MONT  CENIS  AND  THE  COL  DE 
CLAIR^E. 

Those  who  would  make  an  excur- 
sion by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  a  sin- 
gularly wild  route,  instead  of  quietly 
descending  by  the  high  road  fW>m  the 
lake  on  the  Mont  Cenis  to  Susa,  may 
accomplish  it  in  9  hrs.  steady  walking. 
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Turin  may  be  reached  the  same  day 
by  a  late  train  from  Susa. 

None  but  a  practised  mountaineer 
should  attempt  this  very  interesting 
route,  as  the  path  along  the  water- 
course traversing  the  face  of  the  pre- 
cipices above  the  Val  de  Clairee  is 
not  adapted  for  those  who  have  weak 
heads.  Take  provisions.  The  post- 
house  of  the  Mont  Cenis  (Rte.  154) 
is  left  by  a  path  which  descends  di- 
rectly to  the  lake,  then,  skirting  its 
upper  border  and  across  the  meadows, 
it  soon  ascends  rapidly  towards  the 
pasturages  which  lead  to  the  ch&lets 
of  the  £ittle  Mont  Cenis,  which  are 
distant  from  the  posthouse  2  hrs.  The 
mountain  slopes  around  the  plain  of 
the  Mont  Cenis  offer  some  of  tne  rich- 
est pasturages  in  the  Alps;  those 
whicn  lead  to  the  Little  Mont  Cenis 
are  of  great  extent 

A  very  little  way  beyond  the  cha- 
lets of  the  Little  Ifont  Cenis  the  col 
is  attained,  and  the  valley  which  de- 
scends to  Bramante,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc.  and  which  lies  at  right  angles 
with  the  path  across  the  col,  is  seen 
through  a  great  part  of  its  length. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  this  vaSey 
rises  the  peak  of  the  Grand  Yallon; 
and  a  little  on  the  left,  from  a  deep 
turn  in  the  valley  below,  called  the 
Combe  d*Ambin,  rises  one  of  the  finest 

Seaks  in  this  part  of  the  Alps,  the 
font  d'Ambin:  on  its  summit  is  one 
of  the  stations  used  in  the  trian- 
gulation  and  measure  of  an  arc  of 
the  meridian  across  the  great  chain. 
The  entire  crest  of  the  Ambin  is 
covered  with  glaciers,  and  every  crue 
is  traced  by  a  white  bed  of  snow 
that  rests  within  it  At  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  valley  of  Bramante 
the  mountains  of  the  Vanoise  close 
the  view. 

To  ascend  this  valley  it  is  necessary 
to  mount  from  the  col  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  directly  up  some  rocks, 
and  continue  for  a  short  time  on  that 
side  of  the  mountain;  the  path  after- 
wards descends  among  vast  rocks 
which  strew  this  sterile-looking  val- 
ley; and,  keeping  always  on  the 
right  of  the  ravine  below,  which 
forms  the  Combe  d* Ambin,  through 


which  a  stream,  like  a  thread  of  silver, 
flows,  the  path  ascends  up  a  rugged 
and  broken  course  until  it  reaches  the 
chalets  of  Scmines,  Here  there  is  a 
little  spot  of  meadow  land,  and  some 
scanty  herbage  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley.  On  the  left,  a  rugged  path 
leads  across  from  the  posthouse  on 
the  Cenis  by  some  little  lakes  in  the 
mountains  of  Bard,  to  this  valley, 
above  the  chalets  of  Sa vines:  it  is 
rather  shorter,  but  more  fatiguing, 
than  that  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis. 
Wolves  are  not  uncommon  in  the 
forest  of  Bramante,  lower  down  the 
valley;  the  dogs  kept  at  the  chalets 
of  Savines  are  of  great  power,  having 
their  necks  arm^  witn  spiked  col- 
lars. The  wolves  here  are  proba- 
bly the  successors  of  those  ravenous 
rascals  that  gobbled  up  Walpole's 
poor  little  dog  Toby,  as  his  master 
passed  with  the  poet  Gray  at  the 
toot  of  this  forest  on  his  way  into 
Italy. 

Above  the  meadows  of  Savines,  the 
path  rises  amidst  rocks  and  stones,  and 
at  length  reaches  a  little  lake  in  an 
elevated  plain,  in  which  all  seems  de- 
solate, solitary,  and  sterile.  The  black 
precipices  of  the  mountain  of  Bard 
on  the  left  hand  and  those  of  the 
Mont  d'Ambin  on  the  right,  bound 
its  sides:  from  the  Ambin  glaciers 
sweep  down  to  the  lake,  and  small 
cataracts,  from  the  melting  of  the  ice 
on  either  side,  mark  their  courses  by 
light  lines  that  stream  down  the  preci- 

Eices,  and  make  their  dark  masses  still 
lacker.  Amidst  this  apparent  ste- 
rility thousands  of  gentianellas,  ra- 
nunculus glacialis,  violets  of  the  rich- 
est fragrance,  and  a  hundred  other 
Alpine  flowers,  g^ow  and  bloom  un- 
seen, in  every  swampy  spot,  and  be- 
tween the  stones  with  which  the  plain 
and  col  are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  by  the  meltings 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  d'Ambin. 
It  is  called  Oie  Lac  Blanc,  or  Lac  de 
Savines:  it  is  about  1  m.  long.  At 
its  upper  extremity  is  a  low  ridge 
oertainly  not  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lake.  This  is  a  crest  of  the 
great  chain,  the  Col  de  Clairee^  also 
called  Col  du  Clapier;  across  it  two 
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paths  lie— that  on  the  rt,  by  a  wild 
and  difficnlt  course,  leads  over  the 
0)1  de  Toniiles  to  Salabertrand,  in  the 
Val  d'Exilles. 

The  route  to  Susa  lies  on  the  left  : 
by  it  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
Cflairee  is  down  a  steep  and  rocky 
hollow,  which  terminates  at  the  cross- 
ing of  a  bright  stream  near  a  pas- 
turage. This  spot,  where  wine  may 
be  cooled  in  the  stream,  is  a  delicious 
place  of  rest.  At  the  first  moment 
It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  descent 
is  to  be  effected.  The  traveller  stands 
upon  a  platform,  seemingly  sur- 
rounded by  precipitous  rocks ;  and 
there  will  oe  little  disposition  imme- 
diately to  seek  a  path,  for  f^om  this 
spot  one  of  the  most  interesting  views 
in  the  Alps  is  presented.  Imme- 
diately below  is  the  deep  basin  and 
narrow  valley  of  the  Clairee,  which 
is  almost  always  filled  with  yapour 
that  seems  to  boil  as  in  a  caldron; 
when  the  clouds  from  it  rise  high 
enough  to  catch  the  current  of  air, 
they  disperse. 

Beyond  this  yalley,  the  mountain 
above  Chaumont,  in  the  Val  d'ExiUes, 
bounds  the  view  ;  but,  turning  to- 
wards the  left,  the  Combe  of  Susa  is 
seen  over  the  intervening  mountains, 
eyen  to  its  termination  in  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  stretching  away  to  the 
horizon  far  beyond  the  hill  of  the 
Snperga. 

On  the  rt.  are  the  steep  rocks,  which 
must  be  climbed  by  those  who  would 
go  from  the  Col  de  Clairee  to  the  Col 
de  TouiUes.  Though  long  and  ex- 
tremely steep,  the  descent  will  pre- 
sent no  real  difficulty  to  a  practised 
cragsman ;  but  none  other  should 
attempt  it  without  a  guide.  In  look- 
ing back  when  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
ClairSe  has  been  reached,  it  is  not  easy 
to  trace  the  line  of  descent  over  rocks 
that  in  places  seem  quite  precipitous. 

**  The  pass  of  the  Clairee  ts,  on 
the  Italian  side,  the  steepest  that  I 
have  ever  traversed.  This  was  one  of 
the  many  difficult  passes  by  which 
the  Vaudois,  in  1687,  under  their 
pastor  and  captain,  Henri  Amaud, 
returned  to  their  valleys.  They  had, 
after  entenng  Savoy,  wandered  by  a 


course  rather  difficult  to  trace,  until 
they  had  crossed  the  Col  de  Bon- 
homme,  whence  they  descended  into 
the  Tarentaise,  traversed  the  Mont 
Iseran  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc  ; 
thence  by  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Col  de  Clairee, 
into  the  valley  of  the  Clairee.  Here 
they  encountered  the  troops  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  prevented 
their  entry  into  the  valley  of  Exilles 
by  the  Chiree,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  return  and  cross  the  Col  de 
TouiUes,  from  which  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Clairee,  called  the  Ci- 
auri,  flows.  The  account  of  their 
sufferings,  before  they  cleared  these 
moimtain  passes,  and  so  signally  de- 
feated their  enemies  at  the  bridge  of 
Salabertrand,  forms  a  part  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting  narratives  ever 
published  ;  it  was  written  by  Henri 
Arnaud  himself,  their  colonel  and 
pastor.* 

"The  recollection  of  their  perilous 
adventures,"  says  the  author  of  'Ex- 
cursions in  the  Alps,*  "was  vividly 
recalled  whilst  sitting  on  a  spot  which 
they  also  had  visited,  resting  ourselves 
from  a  fatiguing  descent  which  they 
had  encountered,  and  in  sight  of  the 
savage  mountain  of  Les  TouiUes,  by 
which  they  were  compelled  to  retreat, 
and  encounter  yet  rurther  dangers. 
The  few  miserable  huts  near  us  were 
uninhabited,  and  neither  afforded 
shelter  nor  food.  Continuing  our 
route,  we  kept  close  to  the  torrent, 
I  from  which  a  large  stream  was  sepa- 
rated for  irrigation.  By  the  side  of 
the  channel  of  this  stream  we  con- 
tinued some  way  ;  then  the  road  sank 
below  it  i  afterwards  we  ascended 
rapidly  by  a  steep  path  cut  out  at  the 
foot  of  precipices,  which  rose  in  un- 
broken granaeur  directly  over  us. 

"  Along  the  fkce  of  these  rocks  the 
channel  for  the  watercourse  was  cut ; 
and  though,  at  our  greatest  elevation 
above  the  valley  of  Clairee,  we  were 

•  It  WBS  txmnskted  by  tbe  late  Hugh  Dyke 
A«land,  from  m  van  copy,  ander  the  title  of 
<Tbe  Gtorioae  Recovery  by  the  VmhIoIb  of 
their  Valleys.'  The  bast  account  of  the 
VBiidoia  is  to  be  fbund  in  the  works  of  the  late 
Rev.  D.  GUly. 
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at  least  a  thousand  feet  higher  than 
the  natural  hed  of  the  torrent,  we 
were  still  below  the  head  of  the  arti- 
ficial channel  whence  its  waters  flowed 
rapidly-  towards  us.  It  was  difficult 
to  believe  the  fact  before  our  eyes  ; 
and,  as  we  looked  back  into  the  snort, 
deep,  narrow  valley  that  we  had  left, 
and  whilst  we  saw  the  Clairee  foam- 
ing down  its  course,  the  aqueduct 
seemed  to  ascend  steeply  from  the 
valley.  This  water  is  led  round  the 
brow  of  the  mountain  to  irrigate  the 
meadows  abore  Jaillon.  From  the 
highest  point  of  oiir  rassage  the  view 
op  the  valley  of  the  I>oire  to  Exilles 
waa  very  fine  ;  and  immediately  after 
passine  this  point,  the  Combe  of  Susa 
opened  to  us  from  between  the  Roche 
Melon  and  the  Col  do  FenStre,  to  the 
plains  beyond  Turin.  We  soon  fell 
into  the  high  road  from  the  Mont 
Cenis;  and  about  7  o'clock  reached  the 
Hotel  de  la  Poste  at 

Sfua  Station  (Bte.  IS^).** 

It  is  possible  to  follow  the  water- 
coarse  from  the  point  where  it  diverges 
from  the  Clairee,  along  the  face  of  the 
precipice,  and  joining  the  road  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  1  hr.  above  Susa,  thereby 
saving  some  time.  A  steady  head  is 
necessary. 


ROUTE  166. 

GHAMn^RT  TO  LANSLEBOURO,  BT  THR 
TARENTAISE — OOL  X>'l8£RAN — OOL  DE 
LA  LEIS8B. 

Chambery  to  Lanslobourg,  122  m. 

KlL  Eng.  m. 
Chambery. 

MoiiuoeUaa     .     .  ]5  bs  9 

Chamoimet       .     .  13  =:  8 

AlbertvfUe  .     .     .  23  »  14i 

MouUen     .     .     .  28  ss  lYi 

Alme      .     .     .     .  Ift  ss  10 

Bourg  St  Maurice .  U  =  8i 

Leagues. 

Ste.  Fol 2i 

Tlgnes Zk 

lAval U 

Bonneral 4^ 

Lanalebottig 4 

Railway  to  Chamousset  Stat  (Rte. 
154-),  from  whence  diligences  run  to 
Mou  tiers  in  about  6  hrs. 


The  road  crosses  the  Is^re  close 
to  the  station,  and  then  goes  up  the 
valley  on  the  dyke  which  has  been, 
formed  to  retain  the  river.  The 
mountains  on  each  side  slope  upwards 
gradually  and  irregularly,  so  as  to 
ailord  views  of  the  higher  villages 
and  pastures,  and  occasionally  of  the 
summits.  The  road  itself  is  very 
straight,  bare,  level,  and  dusty,  until 
it  reaches 

AlbertcUh  (described  in  Rte.  150). 

Here  our  road  takes  a  sharp  turn 
to  the  S.,  following  the  course  of  the 
Is^re,  and  entering  the  district  dis- 
tinguished as  the  Tareaiaise,  The 
road  lies  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Is^re, 
through  a  succession  of  beautiful 
scenes.  The  lower  ranges  of  the 
mountains  are  richly  wooded,  the 
valley  narrow,  retired,  and  pastoral 
in  its  character.  The  ruins  of 
Castles  are  often  seen,  on  heights 
that  jut  out  on  rocks  in  commanding 
situations  from  the  rich  backg^unds 
of  forest  trees;  and  the  roiul  itself 
winds  through  pleasant  shades  over- 
hung by  walnut  or  chestnut  trees. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Albert- 
ville  the  river  Arly  is  crossed,  and 
then  the  old  town  of  Conflans  (see 
Rte.  150)  is  seen  on  a  rock  to  the  1. 
The  next  village  is  La  Batie  (Ohli- 
mimi)f  with  a  ruined  castle,  and  the 
next  of  any  importance  is  Roches 
Cctoins,  which  is  about  half-way  be- 
twe^i  Conflans  and  Moutiers.  About 
10  miles  from  Conflans,  near  the 
hamlet  of  Petit  Cceur,  there  is  a  fine 
cataract,  which  dashes  down  amidst 
immense  rocks, — a  spot  forming  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  general  fer- 
tility and  repose  of  the  valley.  About 
3  m.  farther  the  valley  opens  into  a 
rich  little  plain,  where  the  pretty  vil- 
lage of  Aifpteblanche  is  situated.  Here 
the  road  rises  for  some  distance,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  deep  gorge  through 
which  the  Is^re  passes,  and  then 
descends  again  to 

Moutiers  Tarentaise  {Inn:  Couronne, 
improved  under  M.  Vizioz,  good  cui- 
sine. The  innkeepers  in  the  Ta- 
rentaise, and  in  many  other  parts 
of  Savoy,  are  well-disposed  to  prey 
upon    strangers ;    the    charges    are 
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often  reasonable  enough,  but  they  are 
apt  to  attempt  extortion  wherever  it 
is  likely  to  be  successful),  situated 
on  the  confluence  of  the  Is^re  and 
theDoronorBozeL  Inhab.2000.  This 
capital  of  the  Tarentaise  derives  its 
present  name  from  an  old  monastery, 
which  was  built  in  the  5th  cent,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  ancient  Daren- 
tasia.  The  history  of  its  church  is 
perfect  from  its  first  archbishopric  in 
420  to  its  last  in  1793,  a  period  of  1373 
years.  The  city  now  contains  an  hos- 
pital for  the  poor,  which  was  founded 
in  the  10th  century,  and  an  Ecole  des 
MineSf  with  a  laboratory  for  practical 
examination  of  the  productions  of  the 
mines  of  Pesey. 

The  Salt'trorkSf  now  the  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  Moutiers,  produce  nearly 
1 5U0  tons  of  salt  yearly,  extracted  from 
three  springs  rising  at  the  base  of  a 
vast  mass  of  limestone,  in  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Doron,  about  a  mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Is^re. 
They  are  warm,  and  the  strongest 
99^  Fahrenheit.  During  the  great 
earthquake  of  Lisbon,  the  salines  of 
Moutiers  ceased  to  flow  for  48  hours : 
when  the  reflux  took  place  the  quan- 
tity was  increased,  but  the  saline  im- 
pregnation was  weaker.  The  brine 
fias  scarcely  half  the  strength  of  that 
of  sea- water;  yet  it  is  worked  to  some 
profit  by  the  simplicity  of  the  process, 
and  the  use  of  water  as  the  motive 
power  for  the  pumps.  There  are  3 
great  evaporating-houses  filled  with 
faggots  or  black-thorn.  The  water 
from  the  springs  is  pumped  to  the  top 
of  these,  and  allowed  to  pass  through 
perforated  canals,  slowiy  dropping 
through  the  woodstacks  and  spread- 
ing over  the  extensive  surface  of  the 
branches.  By  this  process  the  sul- 
phate of  lime  attaches  itself  to  the 
wood,  and  a  large  part  of  the  watery 
particles  evaporate,  so  that  the  pro- 
portion of  salt  after  each  operation  is 
nearly  doubled.  After  passin^^  through 
3  sets  of  foggots  the  brine  is  passed 
through  a  house  of  ropes,  down  which 
the  brine  trickles. 

When  the  brine  has  gone  through 
the  4  stages,  and  acquired  the  strong^ 
of  20  per  cent,  it  is  conducted  into 


boiling  pans,  and  the  salt  is  crystal- 
lised in  the  usual  manner. 

By  this  system  of  evaporation  by  the 
air,  only  one  sixteenth  of  the  fuel  is 
consumed  which  would  be  required  for 
evaporating  the  weak  brine  as  it  comes 
from  the  springs.  The  faggots  are 
changed  once  in  5  or  6  years:  they 
acquire  a  coating  of  selenite  which, 
when  broken  off,  resembles  the  stems 
and  branches  of  encrinites.  These 
works  belong  to  the  government,  and 
produce  about  6000  quintals  of  salt 
annually.  The  whole  is  readily 
shown  for  a  small  fee. 

The  diligence  from  Moutiers  to 
Bourg  in  18o9  started  at  3-30  a.m., 
and  it  was  not  easy  to  get  any  oUier 
conveyance.  The  walk  is  somewhat 
long  and  dusty  along  the  high-road. 

The  road,  leaving  the  little  basin  of 
Moutiers  to  ascend  the  Is^re,  goes 
through  some  thoroughly  Swiss  pas- 
toral scenery,  and  then  passes  through 
a  gorge  which  opens  at  the  village  of 
St,  Marcel,     The  scenery  around   is 
very   fine  and  picturesque,  but  the 
inhabitants   present   the    filthy   and 
decrepit    appearance    which    is    too 
common  in  tnese  regions.    The  road, 
which  formerly  passed  on  the  lefk 
bank  of  the  ls^re,  now  rises  high  on 
the  right  bank,  and  is  carried  over  a 
neck  of  rock  at  a  great  height  above 
the  torrent    The  view  looking  down 
and  back  upon  St  Marcel  from  the 
rock  is  yery  fine.      This  road  was 
made  by   Victor  Emanuel,  Duke  of 
Savoy,  in  1766. 

The  valley  opens  above  this  defile; 
and  immediately  beyond  it,  below  the 
road,  is  seen  the  village  of  Centron^ 
still  preserving  the  name  of  the  Cen- 
trones,  an  Alpine  people  who  inha- 
bited this  valley. 

Aime  (Axuma),  one  of  the  chief 
towns  of  the  Contrones,  which,  ac- 
cording to  inscriptions  found  there, 
was  caUed  Forum  Claudii  before 
the  name  of  Axuma  was  given  to 
it.  On  a  hill  above  it  there  are  the 
remains  of  Roman  fortifications,  some 
round  towers  of  CTeat  antiquity,  both 
in  the  town  ana  on  the  site  of  the 
ancient  fort,  are  still  standing,  the 
masonry  having  been  strong  enough 
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to  hold  together  through  so  many 
ages.  On  Uie  lower  side  of  the  town 
is  a  very  curious  crypt  of  g^eat  anti- 
quity, containing  a  Roman  tomb  or 
altar.  Above  it  is  the  comparatively 
modem  ruined  chapel  of  an  ex-con- 
vent, in  the  walls  of  which  are  stones 
bearing  Roman  inscriptions,  one  in 
honour  of  Trajan.  From  the  crypt 
it  is  said  that  the  commencement  of 
a  subterraneous  passage  was  traced 
for  some  distance.  The  village  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  landslip  in  the  13th 
cent.,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  present  crypt  was  previously  on 
the  level  of  the  ground.  Below  the 
old  convent  are  the  remains  of  a 
castle,  which,  though  poor  and  bar- 
barous enough,  was  the  residence  of 
a  powerful  family.  It  is  related  that 
a  member  of  this  family,  being  de- 
feated in  a  lawsuit,  requested  time 
to  produce  further  evidence  in  his 
favour.  Soon  afterwards  he  caught 
one  of  the  judges,  and  sent  his  head 
to  the  other  judges,  as  the  further 
evidence.  [About  an  hour's  walk 
from  Aime,  on  the  mountains  to  the 
S.,  are  the  lead-mines  of  MaooLl 

The  vaUey  above  Aime,  though 
fine,  is  not  so  picturesque  as  below ; 
and  the  road,  though  stUl  a  diligence- 
road,  is  not  so  good. 

The  vine  grows  as  far  as  the  vil- 
lage of  Bellentre,  which  is  nearly  op- 
posite to  the  village  and  valley  of 
Xiandri,  that  lead  to  the  mines  otPeseyf 
which,  with  those  of  Macot,  are  the 
most  celebrated  in  Savoy.  They  are 
situated  near  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Mont  Fourri,  and  more  than 
5000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea: 
the  ore  is  a  fine-grained  sulphuret  of 
lead;  it  contains  about  60  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton.  These  mines  in  1785 
yielded  annually  about  4000  marks  of 
'ilver,  and  40,000  quintals  of  lead: 
(hey  are  now  less  productive.  The 
height  of  the  mines  is  a  serious  ob- 
stacle to  their  being  worked  to  great 
advantage. 

Up  the  valley  of  Pesey  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  of  the  glaciers  and  snows 
of  the  Mont  Fourri,  sometimes  called 
Chaife-Quarre. 

As  the  valley  is  ascended,  the  pass 


of  the  Little  St  Bernard  (Rte.  149) 
opens  to  the  observer  a  more  obvious 
course  than  that  of  the  road  up  the 
Is^re,  which  turns  again  from  St 
Maurice  to  the  £.  and  S.S.E.,  and 
continues  in  this  direction  to  its  source. 

Bourg  St.  Maurice  (Berigentrum). 
Inn:  H.  des  Voyageurs,  tolerable. 
(Rte.  149.) 

Thus  far  up  the  Val  Isere  there  is 
a  diligence  road,  but  beyond  St.  Mau- 
rice it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  explore 
the  valley  upwards,  to  go  on  horseoack 
or  on  foot,  until  the  road  uow  in  pro- 
gress is  complete.  It  requires  one 
day  to  go  from  Bourg  St  Maurice  to 
La  Yal,  and  another  across  the  Col 
d'Iseran  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  Mont 
Cenis.  The  Inns  above  this  are  bad 
and  extortionate. 

From  Bourg. St  Maurice  to  Ste« 
Foi  (see  Rte.  148),  3  hrs.  The  ap- 
proach to  Ste.  Foi  from  the  meadows 
below  it  offers  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful scenes  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps. 
Having  climbed  the  tortuous  and  dim- 
cult  chaussee  which  leads  to  the  village, 
the  route  continues  for  a  long  way  Dy 
a  wild  and  lofty  path  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  high  above  the  torrent, 
through  the  village  of 

La  Tuiile  de  Ste.  Foi,  where  a  good 
guide  and  sportsman,  Fran9ois  Kuet, 
resides.  ELe  can  accommodate  two 
or  three  travellers,  and  can  furnish 
trout  from  the  Lac  de  Ti^es.  The 
Inns  at  La  Tuiile  are  bad,  out  Ruet  is 
honest  and  trustworthy.  Bears  and 
chamois  occur  here. 

[From  La  Tuiile  de  Sainte  Foi,  or 
Tignes,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  to  a  peak  called  La  Croix  de 
Feuiilette,  one  of  the  minor  peaks  of 
the  Ormelwne,  the  highest  point  in  the 
range  between  the  Col  du  Mont  and 
the  Col  du  Clou.  It  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc,  and  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
Savoy  Alps.  It  is  possible  on  the 
same  day  to  ascend  to  the  sunmiit  of 
the  Col  auClou,  a  pass  communicating 
with  the  Val  Grisanche  and  Ivrogne 
in  the  Val  d'Aosta  (Rte.  148).  The 
scenery  towards  the  summit  of  the 
Col  is  wild  and  striking,  but  there  is 
no  extensive  view.    The  descent  into 
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the  Yal  Grisanche  from  the  highest 
point  (which  most  be  near  9000  ft. 
above  the  sea)  lies  over  steep  slopes 
of  snow  and  debris.  This  would  be 
the  most  direct  course  from  Lansle* 
bourg  to  Aosta  (see  Rte.  148).  The 
path  taken  in  returning  from  the 
Col  to  La  Tuille  is  very  interesting, 
lying  through  varied  and  striking 
scenery.1 

The  aeep  ravine  is  too  narrow  to 
allow  the  path  to  run  near  to  the 
torrent.  On  the  opposite  side  the 
glaciers  that  stretch  from  the  Chaffe* 
Quarre  along  the  crest  of  the  moun- 
tains, offer  a  scene  of  grandeur  scarcely 
to  be  surpassed  in  the  Western  Alps. 
The  finest  view  is,  perhaps,  opposite 
the  village  of  La  Oure,  which  seems 
to  be  overhung  by  the  glacier  above 
it  More  than  once  this  village  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  fall  of  ice 
and  rocks;  but  the  danger  is  defied 
for  the  sake  of  the  little  land  which 
its  terrace  above  the  Is^re  affords. 
From  the  melting  glaciers  above,  the 
white  lines  of  many  falls  seem  to 
stream  down  upon  the  village. 

Soon  after  passing  La  Gure  the 
road  ascends  to  a  ridge,  which  being 
crossed,  the  path  leads  steeply  down 
to  the  Is^re  in  the  depth  of  the  ravine. 
Here  overhanging  rocks  darken  the 
pass,  and  a  fragUe  bridge,  in  a  vnld 
situation  over  a  lateral  stream,  en- 
ables the  traveller  to  ascend  the  valley. 
A  little  beyond  this  bridge  the  defile 
opens  into  the  plain  and  village  of 

Brevieres.  Here  the  Is^re  is  crossed, 
and  the  path  ascends  on  the  other 
side  through  a  rugged  pine  forest, 
where  the  path  is  carried  very  high 
to  avoid  a  ravine.  In  passing  over 
this  ridge,  there  is  one  spot  where  a 
cleft  in  the  mountain  side  can  be  passed 
only  upon  the  trees,  rocks,  and  stones, 
which  the  peasants  have  jammed  into 
it,  to  form  a  path,  which  thence  de- 
scending almost  to  the  river  side,  con- 
tinues a  short  way  only,  before  an- 
other expansion  of  the  valley  forms  a 
little  well-cultivated  plain,  in  which 
lies  the  chief  village  of  the  valley, — 

Tignes  (3^  hrs.  from  Ste.  Foi).  There 
is  a  small  and  dirty  /nn,  kept  by 
Fiorentin  ReviaL     The  charges  for 


very  poof  accommodation  and  bad 
food  are  equal  to  those  of  a  regular 
hotel.  The  approach  to  it,  issuing 
from  the  defile  tcIow,  is  very  striking. 
The  inhabitants  are  robust  and  inde- 
pendent, and  are  great  breeders  of 
mules  and  cattle.  This  mountain  vil- 
lage is  beautifully  situated,  about 
5500  ft.  above  the  sea,  at  the  fbot  of 
the  Aimtille  de  la  Snssierf,  the  highest 
point  in  the  main  chain  of  the  Alps 
between  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Viso. 
The  summit  was  reached  by  Mr.  "W. 
Mathews  in  1860,  and  is  said  to  com- 
mand a  magnificent  view  of  the 
western  portion  of  the  Alpine  chain. 
From  Tignes  there  is  a  pass  called 
the  Col  de  Rkimea^  or  Col  de  Ooletto^ 
leading  by  the  Val  de  KhSmes  to  the 
Val  d' Aosta.  There  are  two  passes 
leading  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  Mau- 
rienne;  the  most  frequented  is  that 
by  the  Col  dTseran.  Another  more 
interesting,  and  rather  shorter,  but 
higher  and  more  laborious,  is  called 
the  Col  de  la  Leisse, 

[A  rough  bridle-road  mounts  fW>m 
near  the  village  of  Tignes  to  the  Lac 
de  Tignes.  Thence,  keeping  to  the 
rt.  of  the  lake,  a  faintly-marked  path, 
after  skirting  its  shores  for  some  dis- 
tance, ascends  towards  the  S.W.,  and 
without  much  difficulty  leads  to  the 
wild  nearly  level  tract  of  snow-fields 
and  debris  which  form  the  col  (about 
9200  ft.)-  Chamois  are  here  freauent. 
The  descent  lies  through  a  wila  and 
dreary  glen  filled  on  either  side  by 
masses  of  d^ris,  over  which  to  the 
N.  hang^  a  magnificent  peak,  called 
La  Grande  Moite,  There  is  no  path, 
but  it  will  be  better  to  keep  first  to 
the  rt  side  of  the  valley,  then  to  cross 
the  stream  over  some  of  the  snow- 
bridges  which  subsist  through  the  sum- 
mer, returning  again  to  the  northern 
side  (though  out  of  the  direct  course), 
if  the  traveller  seek  some  rest  and 
reft-eshment  at  Entre  -  deux  -  Eaux, 
6  hrs.  from  Tignes.  Thence  the  route 
to  Lanslebourg  lies  over  the  Plan  du 
Loup,  as  described  Rte.  157.  A  guide 
is  required  for  this  route.] 

In  taking  the  route  up  the  valley 
of  the  Isere,  here  called  Val  de  Tignes^ 
from  Tignes  to  the  Col  d'lseran,  a 
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8teep  ragged  path  leads  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  to  pass  another  of  those  ra- 
vines, which  in  this  valley  so  singu- 
larly alternate  with  the  little  plains. 

This,  the  last,  separates  the  plain 
of  Tignes  from  that  of  Laval.  The 
forest  trees,  from  their  greater  eleva- 
tion, are  more  stunted,  the  rocks  more 
denuded,  and  the  whole  passage  be- 
tween the  two  villages  is  nnmatched 
in  savage  wildness.  In  the  midst,  a 
fragile  bridge  crosses  the  torrent, 
andsoon  after  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self in  the  plain  of  Laval;  where 
barlej  is  raised,  and  where  irrigation 
is  so  well  managed,  that  there  is  an 
appearance  of  luxuriant  vegetation, 
ikval  is  If  hr.  above  Tignes,  and 
is  the  highest  church  village  in  the 
Val  Is^re:  it  is  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains,  which  are  crested  with 
snow  and  glaciers.  At  the  head  of 
the  valley,  the  Col  de  Gtdese  can 
easily  be  seen.    (Rte.  147.) 

A  miserable  hovel  called  an  inn  is  the 
only  place  of  reception  at  Lctcal,  From 
Tignes  to  Lanslebourg  is  a  day's 
journey  of  9^  hrs.  If,  however,  the 
traveller  intend  to  cross  the  Galese  to 
the  Val  d'Orca  in  Piedmont,  he  can- 
not sleep  too  near  the  glaciers,  in 
order  to  pass  them  at  an  early  hour. 
Laval  should  in  this  case  be  his  rest- 
ing place.  It  is  centrally  placed  in 
a  noble  country,  and  only  wants  a 
better  inn.  Besides  the  Col  d*Iseran, 
there  are  3  passes  leading  from  Laval. 
1.  A  path  to  the  W.,  joining  that  from 
Tignes  to  the  Col  oe  la  Leisse,  near 
the  summit  of  the  pass.  2.  By  the 
Col  de  Rhdmes  to  Aosta,  shorter  but 
higher  than  the  Galese,  and  reputed 
more  hazardous.  This  may  be  taken 
as  conveniently  f^om  Tignes,  with  a 
variation  in  the  ascent.  3.  To  Ceresol 
by  the  Col  de  Galese  (Rte.  147). 
Thf>  two  last  are  difficult. 

To  cross  Uie  ColcPTseran  (from  La- 
val to  Bonneval  is  a  walk  of  4^  hrs.) 
the  path  ascends  gradually  from  the 
valley,  by  a  stuntedpine  forest.  There 
is  a  'hamlet  called  Fomo,  or  Fomei, 
further  upthe  valley  on  the  route  to  the 
Galese,  but  this  is  avoided,  and  by  the 
time  the  traveller  arrives  opposite  to  it 
he  has  attained  a  great  elevation.  The 


path  to  the  Col  mounts  in  zigzags  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Isere,  and  may 
require  a  guide  for  some  distance, 
as  the  course  is  confused  by  sheep- 
tracks  leading  to  different  pasturages, 
and  the  true  path  is  only  known  by 
bearings:  the  ascent  is  easy.  Some 
crosses  mark  the  loss  of  life  in  these 
solitudes;  in  one  instance  by  murder, 
in  another  a  poor  soldier  was  found 
dead  from  cola  and  exhaustion.  To- 
wards the  summit  the  track  is  well 
marked  by  a  line  of  stone  pyramids, 
each  of  which  has  a  niche  that  would 
afford  some  shelter  in  bad  weather. 
The  soil  produces  myriads  of  flowers, 
and  of  great  variety.  On  looking  back 
upon  the  ridge  of  the  great  chain  the 
view  is  grand,  but  not  so  fine  as  from 
the  Col  de  Galese,  and  during  the 
descent  on  the  other  side.  Here  the 
traveller  looks  over  a  thousand  peaks, 
whose  black  and  scathed  precipices 
appear  to  spring  out  of  the  sea  of 
glaciers  which  extends  from  the  Le- 
vanna  (Rte.  147)  to  the  Roche  Melon 
(Rte.  154). 

From  tne  col,  the  course  lies  down 
the  denuded  slopes  to  an  elevated 
pasturage,  which  narrows  to  a  valley 
terminating  in  a  defile  above  deep 
precipices,  where  a  cataract  falls 
across  the  path.  From  this  ravine 
the  descent  is  very  rough  and  fk- 
tieuing  down  to  the  plain  below, 
where  the  pasturages  and  chalets  of 
St  Barthelemi,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants  of  Bonneval,  offer  abundant 
summer  resources  to  the  herds  and 
flocks  of  the  proprietors. 

From  these  pasturages  the  descent 
is  still  steep  and  wearying.  The 
valley  of  the  Arc  is  seen  below,  and  on 
the  left,  looking  upto  the  head  of  the 
valley,  the  glaciers  of  the  Levanna 
seem  to  fill  it. 

The  first  village  reached  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arc  is 

Bownetal:  here  the  inn  (kept  by 
Culets,  an  intelligent  chasseur)  is  very 
poor  and  homely,  as  are  all  those  in 
the  valley  above  Lanslebourg,  distant 
4  hrs.  down  the  valley  from  BonnevaL 

[Three  difficult  glacier  passes  lead 
from  Bonneval  into  Piedmont.  1.  By 
the  Col  de  Carro  to  Ceresol,  see  Rte. 
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147.  2.  By  the  Col  Je  Girard,  passing 
immediately  S.  of  the  summit  of  the 
Levanna  (which  was  reached  by  Mr. 
Cowell  in  18G0),  leads  in  6  hrs.  to 
Groacavallo^  and  in  4^  hrs.  farther  to 
Lanzo  in  Piedmont.  3.  A  longer 
route  lying  for  3  hrs.  over  glacier,  by 
the  OjI  (le  la  Sea,  in  9  hrs.  to  Gros- 
cavallo.1 

Nearly  2  hrs.  below  Bonneval  is  the 
village  of  Bessans  (^Itm  bad  and  ex- 
tortionate), just  before  reaching  which 
a  path  turns  off  to  the  1.  up  the  valley 
of  Averole.  [By  the  Val  dCAverole 
several  difficult  passes  lead  into  the 
Piedmontese  valleys  of  Ala  and  Vid. 
I.  The  Col  de  Colarin,  leading  to  Ala 
in  6^  hrs ;  from  thence  to  Lanzo  3 
hrs.  2.  The  Col  cTAmaz,  a  very 
ancient  passage,  with  remains  of  a 
paved  track,  now  partly  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  and  some  Boman  in- 
scriptions, leads  in  9  hrs.  from  Bes- 
sans to  Viii,  and  from  thence,  by 
char-road,  in  2  hrs.  to  Lanzo.  3.  A 
longer  but  easier  route  by  the  Col 
(In  Lantaret,  sometimes  traversed  by 
mules,  leads  to  Viii  in  1 2  hrs.] 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  again  crossed, 
and  a  high  ridge  is  passed  which 
divides  that  commune  from 

Lirns  le  Villard,  a  village  about  a 
league  above  Lanslebourg,  Its  in- 
habitants salt  their  donkeys  for  food 
—  a  practice  common  in  the  Taren- 
taise.  From  Lans  le  Villard  a  path 
leads  into  the  great  route  of  the 
Mont  Cenis.  If  the  traveller  have 
started  early,  he  may  reach  the  post- 
house  on  the  mountain  on  the  day  of 
his  departure  from  LavaL 

Lanslebourg  (Rte.  154.) 


ROUTE  157. 

MOUTIERS    TARENTAISE    TO    LAN8LE- 
nOURO,  BY  THE  COL  DE  VANOISE. 

A  char  may  be  taken  as  far  as  Pla- 
nay  for  this  journey,  but  beyond,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  a  horse,  or  proceed 
on  foot.  This  pass  may  be  per- 
formed in  one  long  day,  10^  hrs.  steady 
walking  without  halts. 


The  road  passes  by  the  Salmes  of 
Moutiers  (Rte.  156^,  and  ascending  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  tne  Doron,  reaches 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Rock  of 
Salins,  situated  opposite  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  valley  of  Bozel^  or  the 
Doron,  with  that  of  Belleville,  Ascend- 
ing the  latter,  there  are  two  mountain 
passes  :  one  leads  to  St.  Jean  Mau- 
rienne,  the  other  to  St.  Michel,  both 
in  the  valley  of  the  Arc,  either  an 
easy  day*s  journey. 

The  Chateau  de  Salins  was  an- 
ciently the  residence  of  the  archbishop 
of  the  Tarentaise.  Its  ruins  are  si- 
tuated immediately  above  the  salt 
springs,  in  the  valley  below.  These 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  to  pre- 
vent the  people  of  the  country  stealing 
any  of  the  water,  and  making  their 
own  salL 

Salins  is  conjectured  to  have  been 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Darentasia. 
The  town  was  destroyed  about  the  end 
of  the  14th  century,  by  a  fall  from 
the  mountains  on  the  W.  This  fall 
of  rocks  and  stones  so  filled  the  val- 
ley that  the  lower  town  was  buried 
beneath  the  mass.  All  that  remained 
were  the  parts  most  elevated.  Subse- 
quent falls  destroyed  what  remained 
except  the  castle,  and  this  has  been 
demolished.  A  few  miserable  houses, 
rebuilt  around  the  Salines,  await  a 
similar  fate  from  the  threatening  ap- 
pearance of  the  rocks  above. 

The  castle,  however,  remained  long 
after  the  destruction  of  the  town  in 
the  14th  century.  Books  still  exist 
which  were  printed  by  Maurice  Mer- 
million  at  the  chateau  very  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  printing.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  nrst  press  in  Savoy 
was  established  there,  and  that  Mer- 
million  was  the  Caxton  of  the  Ta- 
rentaise. 

Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  From 
the  confluence,  the  road  into  the  val- 
ley of  Bozel  takes  an  easterly  direc- 
tion through  a  district  rich  m  wood 
and  highly  cultivated,  where  there 
are  many  beautiful  points  of  view. 

Brida  or  La  Perriere,  IJ  hr.  from 
Moutiers.  (7nfu:  Etablissement  des 
Bains,  best,  and  good;  2  tables-d*hdte 
daily,  and  a  reacung-room:  there  are 
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others.)  This  village  and  wateriDg- 
plaoe  is  resorted  to  in  summer  bj 
invalids  on  account  of  its  mineral 
springs.  It  affords  by  far  the  best 
head-quarters  for  a  traveller  wishing 
to  explore  this  part  of  Savoy.  The 
waters  are  so  much  impregnated  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  to  be  per- 
fectly detestable  to  the  taste.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  is,  according 
to  Dr.  Socquet,  9^'^. 

The  views  are  extremely  fine,  and 
the  neighbourhood  aboundB  in  beau- 
tiful walks;  one  of  the  pleasantest  is 
by  a  footpath  Uirough  the  wood,  at  a 
consideraole  height  above  the  S.  bank 
of  the  stream,  towards  Moutiers. 

From  Brida  carriage-roads  lead 
by  either  bank  of  the  Doron  to 
JBozelf  1}  hr's.  walk.  Between  the 
two  villages  the  country  is  rich 
in  cultivation :  vines  and  fruit- 
trees  in  the  valley,  corn-fields  and 
pasturages  on  the  belts  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  above,  pine-forests,  sur- 
mounted by  snows  and  glaciers,  the 
valley  being  closed  at  the  nead  by  the 
mountains  of  Fesey,  and,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  form  in  the  Alps, 
the  Mont  Fourri. 

A  short  distance  beyond  Bozel  the 
valley  forks.  The  main  branch  of 
the  Doron  issues  from  the  valley  of 
Fraloenan,  while  the  other  less  con- 
siderable stream  descends  from  the 
Val  de  Premou  nearly  due  £.  of  Bozel. 
Half  an  hour  above  the  point  where 
the  road  turns  S.  to  Pralognan  is 
Chainpagny,  at  the  opening  of  the  Val 
de  Premou.  It  takes  about  5^  hrs. 
steady  walking  to  reach  a  sort  of 
plateau  at  the  nead  of  the  valley,  on 
which  are  several  small  lakes,  of 
which  that  nearest  the  summit  is 
called  Lao  de  Cracalery.  From  this 
poiut,  by  turning  first  N.,  and  then 
descending  to  the  N.W.,  the  traveller 
may  reach  the  mines  of  Fesey  (Rte. 
15G).  The  direct  course  to  the  rt. 
of  the  lake,  a  little  N.  of  £.,  leads 
by  the  Col  de  PcUet  to  Tignes.  The 
lateral  valleys  of  the  Doron  abound 
with  beautinil  scenery,  and  most  of 
them  lead  to  points  of  view  in  the 
mountains  where  some  of  the  finest 
Alpine  scenes  are  presented,  particu- 


larly in  the  valley  of  AUues,  and  at 
the  chalets  of  Chatelet,  near  the  Col 
de  Forclaz,  whence  Mont  Blanc  can 
be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent  of  the  peaks 
of  the  great  chain. 

The  road  to  Pralognan  passes  the 
village  of  Villard  Goitreuxy  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Doron.  A  char  may  be  taken  as  far 
as  Pkmay  ;  but  no  time  will  be  saved, 
as  the  ascent  by  the  new  road  is 
steep,  and  the  old  track  keeping 
nearer  to  the  stream  is  more  in- 
teresting. On  the  rt  there  is  a 
cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of  the 
Doron  into  the  eorge  at  Bellentre, 
and  the  valley  wiaens  to  the  beautiful 
meadows  and  calm  retirement  of  the 
valley  of  Pralognan. 

Pralognan  has  two  small  Itma:  that 
of  Marie  Joseph  Favre  is  probably 
the  best,  kept  by  civil  people,  and  not 
very  bad.  As  elsewhere  in  the  ad- 
joining valleys,  there  is  much  con- 
fusion as  to  the  names  of  the  moun- 
tains hereabouts.  The  name  Aiguille 
de  la  Yanoise  appears  in  many  works, 
but  does  not  appear  to  be  known  in 
the  country.  The  pass  leading  to 
Lanslebourg  is  called  Col  de  Vanoise, 
and  the  tract  of  glacier  south  of  that 
pass  is  the  Glacier  de  VanoL^e,  The 
highest  peak  in  this  part  of  Savoy 
lies  N.  of  the  Col  de  Yanoise,  between 
Pralog^n  and  the  Yal  de  Premou  ; 
it  is  called  in  the  country  the  Grande 
Casse^  but  is  probably  the  point  which 
has  been  measured  as  the  Aiguille  de 
Yanoise.  The  height  is  at  least  1 2,700 
£ng.  ft 

(Two  passes  lead  from  Pralognan 
to  the  va&ey  of  the  Arc,  more  direct, 
but  higher  and  more  difficult,  than 
the  Col  de  Yanoise.  Both  passes 
are  approached  by  following  the  val- 
ley of  the  Doron  to  the  chalets  of 
La  Motte.  A  little  above  this  the 
valley  divides;  the  l.-hand  ravine  leads 
in  6  hrs.  by  the  Col  d*Afissois  over 
some  considerable  snow-fields  to  Aus- 
sois,  near  to  Fort  Lesseillon  (Kte.  154). 
The  scenery  on  both  sides  is  very 
fine,  and  near  the  last  chalets  on  the 
N.  side  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  seen  over  all  the  inter- 
mediate ranges.    The  pass  which  lies 
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at  the  head  of  the  rt.-hand  or  W. 
branch  of  the  Doron  is  the  Col  de 
Chevriire,  or  Ckamere,  leading  directly 
to  Modane.  It  is  probably  a  very 
interesting  pass,  but  information  is 
reuiredj 

The  ascent  from  Fralognan  to  the 
Col  de  Vanoise  is  very  wild  and  pic- 
turesque. In  about  an  hour  a  green 
valley  with  a  group  of  chftlets,  called 
La  Gli^re  de  Fralognan,  is  reached. 
A  sharp  pinnacle  or  rock  is  seen  in 
the  centre  of  the  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  the  pass.  It  is  possible  to  pass  on 
either  side  of  this,  but  the  regular 
track  passes  to  the  N.  of  it.  The 
ascent  is  rough,  in  part  over  moraine, 
and  the  scenery  wild  and  dreary. 
From  the  summit  there  is  a  fine  view 
of  the  Grande  Casse,  ascended  for  the 
first  time  in  1860  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews 
with  two  guides.  The  track  on  both 
sides  of  the  col  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  in  good  weather  a  mountaineer 
will  scarcely  require  a  guide.  Near 
the  top  are  3  little  lakes,  the  source  of 
streams  which  descend  on  one  side  to 
the  Doron,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
Arc  On  the  ri^ht,  enormous  glaciers 
are  seen,  which  extend  to  the  Koche 
Cfworiere^  the  mountain  which  is  seen 
from  the  ascent  to  the  Mont  Cenis, 
over  Termignon. 

From  the  col,  the  descent  towards 
the  ch&lets  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  is 
rapid.  The  long  sterile  valley  above 
these  chalets,  which  leads  by  the  Col 
de  la  Leisse  to  Tignes,  in  the  Val  Is5re 
(Rte.  156),  is  seen  on  the  1.  After  a 
long  descent  the  torrent  is  crossed, 
but,  instead  of  pursuing  its  course 
through  its  deep  gorge  to  Termignon, 
a  path  is  followed  wnich  leads  up  on 
the  opposite  mountain  to  the  Plan  du 
Lnup^  a  long  pasturage,  not  so  wild 
or  high,  but  about  the  breadth  of  the 
Col  ae  Vanoise.  The  scene,  looking 
back  upon  the  valley  of  Entre-deux- 
Eaux  and  the  Col  de  Vanoise,  is  very 
sublime. 

On  the  col  of  the  Flan  du  Lonp 
another  small  lake  is  passed,  then  a 
Icmg  descent  commences,  which  leads 
down  to  the  hamlet  of  St  Margnerite. 
Soon  after  the  path  enters  a  pine-forest, 
through  whicn  a  rough  road  leads 


down  to  the  valley  above  Termignon, 
into  which  there  are  some  magniloent 
peeps.  There  is  still,  however,  a  long 
and  fatiguing  descent  to  make  before 
that  little  town  can  be  reached  in  about 
3  hrs.  from  Entre-deux-Eaux.  There 
is  a  path  which,  going  from  the  ham- 
let of  St.  Marguerite,  skirts  the  Mont 
Paroufia,  behmd  Lanslebourg,  and 
leads  directly  to  the  latter  town;  but, 
though  shorter,  it  is  even  more 
fatiguing  than  the  route  to  Termig- 
non, ana  one  which  it  is  difiicult  to 
pass  with  a  laden  mule.  At  Termig- 
non the  path  frH>m  the  Vanoise  iaUs 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Cenis,  which 
in  an  hour  takes  the  traveller  to 
Lanslebourg  (Bte.  154.) 


ROUTE  158. 

FROM  ST.  JEAN  DE  HAURIENNE  TO 
BOUBG  d'OVSANS,  BVTHE  COL  d'aRVES 
AMD  THE  CX>L  DU  PRB  MOUV^EAU. 

By  starting  very  early  from  St. 
Jean  it  would  be  possible  to  reach 
Bourg  the  same  day;  but  as  it 
is  a  long  journey  of  14  leagues, 
it  would  De  preferable  to  pass  the 
night  at  St  Jean  d'Arves,  a  small 
village  situated  in  the  Val  d'Arvan, 
which  joins  the  valley  of  the  Arc 
just  above  St  Jean  de  Maurienne. 
A  steep  mule-track  leads  from  this 
town  to  the  villages  of  Fontcottverte 
and  VillaramberU  where  the  traveller 
turns  to  the  left,  and  after  a  short 
descent  crosses  a  small  tributary  of 
the  Arvan,  and  then  mounts  some 
steep  grassy  slopes  to  the  G>1  cTArvesy 
3^  hrs.  from  St  Jean  de  Maurienne. 
In  another  ^  hr.  he  descends  to  St 
Jean  d'Arves,  where  there  is  a  rough 
/n»i.  The  Col  d'Arves  might  be 
avoided  by  following  the  course  of 
the  Arvan ;  but  that  stream  makes  a 
great  detour  between  Fontcouverte 
and  St  Jean  d'Arves.  The  route 
beyond  leads  nearly  due  S.  over  wide 
and  luxuriant  pastures  to  the  old 
frontier  between  Savoy  and  France  at 
the  point  called  the  Col  du  Pri  Ncu- 
fieau,  7500  ft  above  the  sea-level,  and 
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4  hrs.  from  St.  Jean  d'Arres.  It 
then  descends  through  pastures,  even 
more  luxuriant  than  those  of  the 
Maurienne,  by  the  side  of  a  tributary 
of  the  Romanche;  and  after  mounting 
the  ridge  on  the  1.  bank  of  this  river, 
comes  down  upon  Besse,  a  miserable 
and  iilthy  village  about  2}  hra.  from 
the  Col;  and  then  passing  through 
3f/*Hnfu,  hits  the  great  road  a  little 
above  Frenet,  which  is  1^  hr.  from 
Besse,  and  where  there  is  tolerable 
accommodation.  From  Frenet  to 
Bourg  d'Oysans  i»  a  2  hrs*.  walk.  If, 
howe?er,  the  traveller  be  bound  for 
the  Val  Cristophe,  it  is  better  not  to 
go  to  Bourg,  but  proceed  at  once 
from  Frenet  to  Venos  by  the  col  of 
the  same  name,  a  journey  of  about  3 
hrs.  Almost  all  the  way  from  St 
Jean  de  Maurienne  to  Venos  the 
mountains  are  composed  of  a  black 
argillaceous  shale,  which  doubtless 
produces  the  luxuriant  vegetation. 
From  the  Col  du  Pr^  Nonveau  another 
route  may  be  taken  into  Dauphine 
leading  straight  to  La  Grave. 


ROUTE  159. 

GRENOBLE  TO  BRIANf^N,  BY  BOURG 
d'OYSANS  AMD  THE  COL  DB  LAUTA- 
BET. 

114  kilom.  =  about  60  Eng.  m. 

Grenoble  (Gratianopolis),  the  chief 
city  in  the  Dept,  de  Hsdre,  an  im- 
portant place  beautifully  situated 
(Pop.  32,800),  is  described  in  the 
Handbook  for  France.  Inns:  H. 
de  TEurope;  Trois  Dauphins.  It  is 
here  only  mentioned  as  the  starting 

Soint  for  an  excursion  across  the  Col 
e  Lautaret  to  the  pass  of  the  Mont 
Gen^vre. 

Courier  every  night  to  Brian^on 
takes  4  or  5  passengers.  Diligence 
during  the  summer  to  Bourg  in  5  or 
6  hrs.,  whence  to  Brian9on  takes  8  or 
10  hrs.    Conveyance  very  dear.   Gre- 


noble to  Susa  220  fr.  Car  from  Bourg 
to  Brianpon,  8  or  10  hrs.,  a  long  ana 
heavy  day,  50  fr.  The  pedestrian  may 
walk  from  Bourg  to  Brian9on  in 
13  hrs.,  and  the  scenery  will  amply 
repay  him. 

There  is  a  good  but  very  circuitous 
road  from  Grenoble  by  Vizille,  Gap,and 
Embrun  to  Brian^on,  and  a  diligence 
goes  that  way  to  the  latter  town  daily 
from  Grenoble; but  it  is  50  m.  further, 
and  through  a  country  that  is  gener- 
ally uninteresting,  whilst  that  by  the 
Col  de  Lautaret  abounds  with  some  of 
the  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

To  save  this  distance,  Napoleon 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  new 
road  by  this  pass,  and  many  magni- 
ficent works  were  completed  upon  it, 
but  after  his  abdication  it  was  aban- 
doned, and  has  only  of  late  years 
been  completed.  The  bridges  were 
destroyed  oy  the  floods  in  May,  1856. 

The  road  to  the  Lautaret  lies  for 
the  most  part  through  the  valley  of 
the  Romanche.  For  some  miles 
from  Grenoble  it  lies  across  a  level 
tract,  through  fine  avenues  to  the 
village  of  La  Claix,  where  there  is 
a  remarkable  bridge  over  the  Drac. 
The  road  to  Vizille  thence  continues 
up  the  banks  of  the  Komanche  by 
a  course  nearly  level. 

Vizille  has  about  2000  Inhab.  Its 
inns  are  wretched.  It  is  considered 
as  the  cradle  of  the  first  French  revo- 
lution, for  here  the  parliament  of 
Dauphiny  first  made  a  declaration 
fatal  to  the  power  of  the  Bourbons. 
Here  is  the  Chdteau  of  the  constable 
Lesdiguidres.  It  had,  since  the  revo- 
lution, become  the  property  of  M. 
Perier,  the  brother  of  the  minister, 
who  had  established  cotton  or  flax 
works  here;  but  it  was  partly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1825. 

llie  road  ascends  by  the  right 
bank  of  the  Romanche  through  a  nar- 
row, but  beautiful  and  well-wooded 
valley,  which  runs  with  nearly  the 
same  wild  character  into  the  heart  of 
the  mountains  for  6  or  7  leagues.  In 
some  places  the  valley  widens  enough 
for  the  establishment  of  a  village  or  a 
hamlet:  of  these,  Chichilane,  Gavet, 
and  La  Clavet  are  the  principal    Near 
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Gavet  there  are  some  iron-works. 
The  Combe  de  Gavet,  a  i^emarkable 
ravine  or  Combe,  which  is  also  an 
English,  or  rather  Celtic  name  for  a 
detile,  extends  from  the  plain  of 
Vizille  to  the  plain  of  the  Bour? 
d'Oysans,  a  fertile  valley,  surrounded 
bj  lofty  mountains.  It  is  within 
record  that  a  large  lake  was  formed 
in  the  11th  century  by  the  falling 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Combe  de  Gavet: 
this  dammed  the  river,  and  the  waters 
accumulated  in  the  plain  above,  and 
formed  a  large  lake,  of  which  the 
surface  was  3  leagues  long,  and  1 
wide,  and  its  depth  from  60  to  80  ft. 
This  lake  existed  for  about  200  years. 
At  leng^  in  September,  1229,  it 
burst  its  barrier,  rushed  into  the 
Combe  of  Gavet,  swept  away  in 
its  fury  everything  that  it  touched, 
rapidly  passed  into  the  Drac,  and 
hence  into  the  Isdre,  then,  flowing 
over  the  plain  below  the  two  rivers, 
submerged  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  plain 
of  Bourg  d'Oysans,  a  path  across  the 
mountains  leads  to  the  valley  of  AUe- 
mont,  where  there  are  iron  works,  but 
the  readiest  access  to  them  is  from 
the  valley  of  Gresivaudan,  above 
Grenoble.  Very  near  Bourg  d'Oy- 
sans  a  gold-mine  is  still  worked. 

Boitrg  cTOysans  (H.  de  Milan,  in- 
different) is  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river,  and  near  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  The  vegetation 
of  its  valley  is  remarkably  rich ;  the 
mountains  that  surround  it  exhibit 
in  some  places  extraordinary  instances 
of  tortuous  stratification.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Bourg,  the  Mont  de 
Lens,  streaming  with  glaciers,  closes 
the  head  of  the  valley,  and  divides 
the  torrent  issuing  from  the  dark 
gorges  of  the  Venison  from  that  of  the 
Romanche,  which  flows  through  the 
Combe  of  Malval. 

By  starting  from  this  hetimes  an 
active  pedestrian  may  reach  Brian^on 
before  dark;  the  road  being  good,  and 
nowhere  steep,  he  will  accomplish 
more  than  3  m.  an  hour.  In  5^  hrs. 
to  La  Grave.    Thence  to  the  Col  de 


Lautaret  is  2}  hrs.  walk,  and  2^  hrs. 
more  down  to  Monestier,  and  3  short 
hrs.  thence  to  Brian9on.  The  distance 
is  easily  accomplished  in  a  char, 
changing  at  La  Grave. 

[An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  La 
B^rarde,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  of  St.  Christophe,  about  8  hrs*. 
walk  from  the  Bourg.   (See  Rte.  170.) 

A  little  beyond  the  Bourg,  the 
road  twice  crosses  the  Romanche, 
and  ascends  by  its  left  bank;  then 
quitting  the  plain,  dives  into  the 
Gorge  du  Freney,  and  passes  the 
first  Tunnel.  Mounting  upwards, 
again  to  descend  to  the  level  of  the 
Romanche,  we  enter  the  Gorge  of  Let 
Infemets.  One  of  the  grandest  scenes 
on  the  road  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
second  Tunnel.  Just  above  it,  near 
Freney,  may  be  seen,  though  much 
defiu^d,  the  gateway,  cut  in  the  rock, 
through  which  passed  the  original 
Roman  road.  Tne  ancient  road — for 
this  course  from  Brian^on  to  Grenoble 
was  known  to  the  Romans — passed 
much  higher,  by  the  village  of  Mont 
Lens,  4200  ft  above  the  level  of 
the  sea. 

Near  the  third  gallery,  the  road 
rises  up  through  a  valley  filled  with 
rocks  and  blocks  of  enormous  size 
that  have  fallen  from  the  mountains 
above,  and  which  are  interspersed 
with  a  few  trees  and  a  soanty  culti- 
vation. In  the  midst  of  such  a  desert 
lies  the  hamlet  of 

Le  Dauphin,  3^  leagues  from  Bonrg 
d'Oysans  :  here  refreshment  may  be 
had  at  the  H.  de  T Assurance.  Above 
Le  Dauphin,  the  savage  and  rocky 
character  of  the  valley  predomi- 
nates; and  the  traveller  enters  the 
Combe  de  Malval,  a  nearly  straight 
ravine  of  almost  unequalled  wildness, 
bounded  by  the  precipitous  bases  of 
mountains  thousands  of  feet  in  height, 
almost  everywhere  inaccessible,  those 
of  Mont  de  Lens  on  the  rt  absolutely 
so,  and  crowned  by  fields  of  ice  and 
snow,  which,  owins;  to  the  height  and 
abruptness  of  the  defile,  can  only  here 
and  there  be  seen  from  below. 

Numerous    streams    are    crossed. 
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which  descend  in  falls  from  the  gla- 
ciers that  crest  the  precipices,  and 
foaming  over  the  steep  talus  formed 
on  the  sides  of  the  valley  by  the  dis- 
integration of  the  mountain,  cross 
the  road,  and  add  to  the  fury  of  the 
Romanche.  Not  far  from  Le  Dau- 
phin, on  the  L,  a  magnificent  cata- 
ract gushes  out  from  the  top  of  the 
precipice,  and  falls  in  a  large  volume 
into  the  valley  below  \  this  is  called 
Le  Saut  de  la  Pucelle.  The  universal 
story  of  a  peasant-girl  leaping  down 
unhurt,  to  escape  the  violence  of  a 
chasseur,  is  told  of  this  fall. 

So  vast  are  some  of  the  blocks  that 
strew  the  valley,  that  one  among 
others  measures  50  paces  in  length, 
and  against  several,  stone  huts  and 
chalets  are  raised  and  sheltered  ;  for 
though  there  appear  to  be  little  herb- 
age here,  what  there  is  is  rich  enough 
to  induce  those  who  have  herds  to 
send  them  here  to  pasturage. 

Still  further  up  the  valley,  near  a 
fine  cataract,  on  the  L,  are  the  lead- 
mines  of  Les  Freaux,  belonging  to 
M.  Marat  de  TOmbre,  where  many 
workmen  are  employed  to  raise  the 
ore  and  smelt  it.  The  adits  are  seen 
high  upon  the  precipitous  sides  of  the 
mountains,  and  ropes  and  machinery 
extend  into  the  valley  below  ;  these 
mines  are  said  to  be  worked  to  ad- 
vantage. 

At  the  head  of  this  savage  valley 
the  road  rises  to  the  miserable  village 
of  La  Grave  {Inn:  Juge's,  best  on 
the  road,  thongh  small,  tolerable  fare 
and  beds). 

The  situation  of  La  Grave  is  very 
fine,  directly  opposite  to  the  Mont 
de  Lens,  the  most  northern  peak 
of  the  range  of  Mont  Pelvoux, 
which  present  a  scene  of  the  most 
striking  grandeur.  During  the  winter, 
the  cold  precludes  the  burying  of  the 
dead — the  ground  is  too  hard ;  the 
bodies  are  therefore  suspended  in  the 
granges  until  the  returning  spring. 
So  wretchedly  are  the  people  off  for 
fuel,  that  dried  cow-dung  is  chiefly 
used. 

On  leaving  La  Grave  the  road 
descends  to  pass  some  rocks  ;  then 
rising,  it  leads  abruptly  to  a  turn  in 


the  valley  that  overlooks  a  very  fine 
fall  of  the  Romanche,  all  its  waters 
being  ponred  into  a  deep  abyss.  The 
road  passes  2  galleries  before  reach- 
ing 

Villars  ^Arhte^  a  wretched  village 
(^Inn^  bad  and  dear) ;  but  the  new  line 
avoids  that  village,  and  at  once  com* 
mences  the  ascent  of  the  Col  de  Laur 
taret^  crossing  the  mountain  ridge  that 
divides  the  valley  of  the  Romanche 
from  that  of  Monestier  or  the  Gui- 
sanne.  This  pass  rises  to  the  height 
of  about  6700  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea;  the  col  is  covered  with  the 
most  beautiful  pasturage,  and  is  one 
of  the  richest  spots  in  the  Dauphin^ 
Alps  for  the  harvest  of  the  botanisL 

On  the  summit,  2|  hrs.  frt>m 
La  Grave,  there  is  a  Jfauon  Hoe* 
pitalier,  one  of  those  founded  by 
Humbert  IL  in  the  11th  century  j 
this  is  kept  by  a  peasant  appointed  to 
the  duty;  but  travellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  trust  to  getting  fed  there,  thongh 
wine  always,  and  bread  and  curds  some- 
times, may  be  found  on  the  Lautaret 

The  view  from  the  col  is  very 
limited.  To  the  S.W.  several  of  the 
peaks  of  the  Mont  Pelvoux  range  are 
seen  bristling  with  rocks,  and  clothed 
in  glacier,  ending,  on  the  side  of  the 
Romanche,  in  the  glacier  of  Tabuchet, 
whence  this  river  has  its  source;  on 
the  other  side,  the  river  Guisanne  is 
seen  tumbling  down  the  valley  of 
Monestier. 

From  the  summit  of  the  col  a  very 
steep  road  descends  into  the  sterile 
and  miserable  valley  of  the  Guisanne, 
to  the  first  hamlet.  La  Madelaine; 
still  lower  is  the  village  of  Casset,  at 
the  base  of  Uie  glacier  of  Lasciale  ; 
and  2^  hrs.  from  the  col  are  the 

Baths  of  Monestier  J  S51SL  from  Bourg 
d'Oysans :  here  there  are  several 
inns,  much  frequented  during  the 
season,  of  which  the  best,  Chez  Ar- 
mand,  affords  very  tolerable  accom- 
modation, superior  to  that  of  the 
valley  of  the  Romanche. 

The  mineral  waters  here  have  a 
temperature  of  101^,  and  are  both 
drank  and  employed  in  baths:  they 
are  so  abundant  that  they  are 
employed   to   turn   a  mUL     Below 
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Monestier,  the  vallej  exhibits  cnl- 
tivation;  barley  is  grown,  and  the 
meadows,  by  irrigations,  are  very 
prodnetive ;  and,  after  the  naked  and 
sterile  route  from  Le  Dauphin  to 
Monestier,  the  appearance  of  trees  is 
hailed  as  giving  the  highest  charm  to 
the  scenery. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Guisanne 
can  be  seen  to  Brian^on,  where  the 
forts  of  this  frontier  town  are  visible, 
piled  above  each  other;  beyond  is  a 
chain  of  lofty  mountains,  over  which 
is  seen  the  peak  of  the  Monte  Yiso; 
this  is  a  magnificent  scene. 

There  are  several  villages  in  the 
Yal  Monestier  below  the  baths;  the 
principal  are  La  Salle,  Chantemerle, 
so  named  from  the  number  of  black- 
birds that  frequent  it;  and  St.  Chaf- 
frey.  The  approach  to  Brian9on  is 
strikingly  fine,  its  walls  and  forts 
rising  as  they  do  to  the  highest,  T/n- 
femet^  which  is  placed  on  a  peak, 
nearly  10,000  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea;  the  broad  rich  valley  of  the 
Durance  below  the  town,  and  the 
mountain  boundaries  to  the  valley, 
make  this  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
t  towns  and  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

Briangon^  3  hours'  walk  from  Mo- 
nestier. {Irm :  rOurs,  best ; — H.  de 
la  Paix,  very  dirty.}  This  town  is  a 
frontier  fortress,  with  gates  and  re- 
gular  defences,  and  every  strong  po- 
sition is  occupied  with  a  fort  or  bat- 
tery; it  guaras  the  frontier  of  France 
by  the  pass  of  the  Mont  Gendvre  and 
tne  valley  of  the  Durance.  A  diligence 
goes  dai)y  to  and  from  Embrun,  and 
a  diligence  to  Susa. 

It  is  a  city  of  high  antiqnrty.  Pliny 
attributed  its  foundation  to  the 
Greeks,  who  were  chased  from  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Como;  others 
have  g^ven  its  foundation  to  BeUove- 
8US  or  Brennus.  Ammianas  MarceK 
Hnus  calls  it  Virgantia  Castelhim, 
It  held  a  Roman  garrison.  St  Am- 
brose was  here  on  his  way  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphine  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Yalens,  whom 
he  was  going  to  baptize. 

This  Tittle  city  is  one  of  the  smallest 
in  France,  having  less  than  3000  In- 
hab.     The  atreets   are  narrow  and 


steep,  but  many  of  the  houses  are 
well  built  It  boasts  of  a  Grande 
Place :  its  church  is  not  worth  a  visit. 

The  town  itself  is  strong  from  its 
position  and  mural  defences,  but  the 
seven  forts  which  guard  it  render  it 
almost  impregnable.  Between  the 
city  and  some  of  these  forts  there  is 
a  bridge  over  the  deep  bed  of  the 
Durance,  whidi  foams  beneath  vast 
precipices.  The  bridge  is  of  bold  con- 
struction, a  single  arch  of  130  English 
feet  span,  and  180  foet  above  the  tor- 
rent It  was  built  in  1730,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marechal  d*  Asfeld. 

See  Handbook  fo&  Fuamgs. 


BOUTE  160. 

BRIAN(J0N  TO  SUSA,  BT  THE  PA9S  OF 
THE  MONT  OENfcVRE. 

Diligence  to  Susa,  but  no  post- 
horses.  Distance  13  leagues,  about 
35  m. 

On  leaving  Brian^n  for  the  Mont 
Gendvre,  the  valley  of  the  Durance  is 
ascended  by  a  narrow  gorge  for  more 
than  a  league,  as  far  as  La  Vachette, 
a  little  hamlet  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mont  Gren^vre.  Here,  on  the  1., 
opens  the  Vol  de  Neuvache,  a  fine, 
large,  and  productive  valley,  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  valley  of  the  Gui- 
sanne.  It  is  also  called  the  Yal  dea 
Pres,  from  its  rich  meadows.  Its 
mountains  are  clothed  with  forests  ; 
through  it  the  river  Clairee,  spring- 
ing from  the  Glaciers  of  the  Mont 
Tabor,  flows  for  8  leagues,  and  then 
loses  its  name  in  a  less  considerable 
torrent —  the  Durance,  which  has 
scareely  run  2  leagues  from  its  source 
in  ^e  Mont  Gendvre. 

The  aaoeat  comijaences  through  a 
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pine  forest,  and  by  a  series  of  ad- 
mirably constructea  aig^zags  leads  the 
traveller  up  to  the  col,  and  presents 
at  every  turn  a  variety  in  the  views 
of  Bi'ian9on  and  its  forts,  the  valleys 
of  the  Durance  and  Neuvache,  and 
the  surrounding  mountains .  these  so 
much  relieve  the  tedium  of  ascent 
that  the  summit  is  attained  before  the 
traveller  has  any  idea  that  he  has  ac- 
complished a  distance  of  nearly  2 
leagues.  The  old  road  continued  by 
the  pine  forests  up  the  L  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pedestrians  still  pnsrue 
it,  as  it  is  much  the  shortest  to  attain 
the  Col  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre. 

The  plain  of  the  Moni  Oen^vre  is 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley  on 
its  summit,  rather  over  6000  ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  there  are  fine 
pasturages  on  the  8lo})es  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains.  On  the  plain 
there  is  a  village  called  the 

Bourg  Mont  Genivre,  3  leagues  from 
Brian^on,  which  is  inhabited  aU  the 
year.  Here  is  the  custom-house,  a 
troublesome  place  to  those  who  enter 
La  belle  France. 

On  the  plain,  and  almost  from  a 
common  source,  two  rivers  rise — the 
Durance,  which  flows  into  France  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Doira- 
Susana  or  Dora  Riparia,  which  flows 
into  the  Po  and  the  Adriatic. 

On  the  summit  of  the  plain  an 
obelisk  was  erected  to  commemorate 
the  construction,  in  1807,  of  this  fine 
road  over  the  Alps.  It  is  60  ft.  high, 
and  had  on  its  pedestal  inscriptions  to 
record  the  event :  these  the  Bourbons 
removed. 

On  leaving  the  Col  of  the  Mont 
GtMi^vre,  the  course  of  the  river  is 
followed  for  2  leagues  down  a  series 
of  tourniquets,  made  in  the  loose  soil 
on  the  side  of  Mont  Chaberton,  until 
the  road  reaches  the  bed  of  the  river 
and  crosses  it  about  2  m.  from  Cesanne , 
near  which  village  the  torrent  from 
the  Mont  Gendvre  falls  into  the  larger 
stream  of  the  Ripa,  descending  from 
the  lofty  mountains  that  bound  the 
Protestant  Valleys  of  Piedmont. 

Cesanne^  where  there  are  two  mi- 
serable inns,  is  not  more  than  4 
hours'  good  walk  from  Brian9on. 


Below  Cesanne,  the  course  lies 
down  the  valley  to  Susa.  The  first 
important  commune  in  the  valley  is 

Oulx,  3  leagues,  a  large  vilU^^e  at 
the  entrance  to  the  valley  of  Bar- 
doneche,  whence  there  are  three 
passes  to  Modane,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc:  see  Kte.  154.  The  tunnel 
under  the  Alps  now  in  course  of 
construction  has  one  opening  above 
Bardon^che,  a  poor  village  4255  ft. 
above  the  sea-level.  A  colony  of 
workmen  connected  with  the  tunnel 
has  been  planted  here,  and  houses  and 
workshops  built;  but  no  good  inn. 
Pedestrians  may  cross  to  Modane 
by  the  Col  de  Fr^jus,  or  Col  de  la 
Roue. 

From  Oulx  it  is  about  2  leagues 
to  Salabertrcmdf  a  place  memorable 
for  the  battle  fought  and  won  by 
the  Vaudois,  under  Henri  Arnaud, 
on  their  return  to  their  valleys, 
after  expatriation,  in  1689,  when 
they  were  opposed  by  2500  regular 
entrenched  troops,  three  times  their 
numbers,  and  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Larrey,  who  was  wound- 
ed in  the  action  :  every  spot  around 
has  interest  in  connection  with  that 
event :  the  mountain  by  w^hich  they 
had  descended  on  the  night  of  the 
battle  ;  and  that  by  the  Col  de  Sen, 
which  they  crossed  to  go  into  their 
valleys  after  their  victory. 

Beyond  Salabertrand  the  valley 
narrows  considerably,  and  forms,  a 
good  league  below,  near  the  fort  of 
Exilles,  a  deep  defile;  in  the  midst 
of  this  the  fort  is  placed,  perfectly 
commanding  the  valley;  here  the 
river  is  crossed,  and  the  read  thence 
continues  on  its  rt  bank,  beneath  the 
heights  of  Chaumont — a  spot  rendered 
memorable  by  the  fate  of  the  Comte 
de  Belleisle,  who  fell  here  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1747  :  his  desperate  valour, 
which  had  been  excitea  by  the  pro- 
mise of  a  Baton  de  Marechal  of  France 
if  he  succeeded  in  forcing  the  pass, 
was  checked,  after  he  had  received 
many  severe  wounds,  by  a  coup  do 
grace  from  a  grenadier  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Monferrat. 

At  the  village  of  Exilles  tolerable 
accommodation  and  much  civility  will 


be  found  at  the  house  of  the  post- 
master. 

The  valley,  in  and  below  the  defile, 
is  richly  wooded,  and  preserves  nearly 
the  same  character  for  3  leagues,  from 
Salabertrand  to 

Siisa  (Bte.  154),  22  m.  from  Ce- 
sanne. 
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banks  of  the  Clusone,  and  to  the  first 
village,  SestriereSf  4  leagues  from  Ce- 
sanne,  and  thence  to  the  village  of 

1^  hr.  Traverse  :  the  broad  bed  of 
the  river  beneath  the  dark  pine  forests 
opposite  to  Pragelasj  a  larger  village 
below  Traverse,  gives  rather  an  ap- 
pearance of  sterility  to  the  valley. 
At  Traverse  there  is  a  humble  Inn 
(La  Hose  Rouge — clean  beds).  The 
Clusone  e:ives  a  general  name  to  the 
whole  valley,  but  among  its  inhabit- 
ants the  upper  part  above  the  fort  of 
Fenestrelles  is  called  the  Val  Pra- 
gelas;  below  the  fort  it  is  often  called 
the  Val  de  Perouse. 

2  hrs.  40  min.  Fenestrelles,  a  Tillage 
of  800  Inhab.,  with  a  bad  and  dirty 
Inn,  The  fort  of  Fenestrelles  is  a  place 
of  great  strength,  which  guards  the 
approach  to  Piedmont  by  this  valley. 
It  rises,  from  the  defile  formed  by  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Albergian,  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  and  com- 
mands the  left  bank  of  the  torrent  by 
its  immense  ranges  of  fortifications 
rising  in  terraces.  The  highest  battery 
is  accessible  through  a  gallery  that 
contains  3600  steps.  On  the  summit 
is  a  basin  covered  with  verdure*  called 
the  Pre  de  Catinat,  from  that  general 
havino:  encamped  there. 

These  works  have  been  in  progress 
of  construction  by  the  Sardinian  go- 
vernment since  1816.  They  succeeded 
an  older  fortress  in  5  tiers  of  forts, 
blown  up  by  the  army  of  the  French 
Republic.  The  3  detached  forts— 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  town, 
called  St.  Charles,  Trois  Dents,  and 
des  Valines — command  the  approaches. 
A  4th  battery,  called  Charles  Albert, 
sweeps  the  high  road  and  closes  all 
passage. 

There  are  remains  of  old  forts  on 
the  base  of  the  Albergian,  which  were 
built  by  the  French  when  this  country 
belonged  to  them,  in  order  to  defend 
the  pass  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  village  of  Fenestrelles  lies  in  the 
middle  of  the  defile  below.  The  fort 
of  Fenestrelles  is  used  as  a  state  pri- 
son. It  is  the  scene  of  M.  Saintine's 
pretty  tale  of  *  Picciola.* 

[From  Fenestrelles  there  is  a  very 
pretty  Pass,  by  the  Col  de  la  Feneire^ 


ROUTE  161. 

BBIAN^N  TO  PiaXEROL,   BY  THE   CX)L 
DE  SEaTRTERES. 

The  inns  between  Brian^on  and 
Pigaerol  are  poor,  yet  superior  to 
those  of  Daupnine.  As  far  as  Ce- 
sanne  this  is  the  same  as  the  route 
last  described. 

It  is  9  hrs.  good  walking  from 
Cesanne  to  Perouse. 

The  road  made  by  order  of  Napo- 
leon, from  Cesanne,  to  descend  into 
Italy,  is  more  direct  than  that  by 
Turin.  Though  at  first  neglected  by 
the  Sardinian  government,  it  is  now  in 
good  order,  and  furnished  with  post- 
horses  at  Fenestrelles,  33  kilom.  trom 
PigneroL 

The  road  from  Cesanne  crosses  the 
Doire,  and  the  ascent  to  the  col  imme- 
diately contmences,  by  a  series  of  zig- 
zags like  that  of  the  descent  from  the 
Mont  Gen^vre  ;  a  lengthened  snake- 
like course  of  each  can  be  seen  from  the 
other  across  the  valley  of  the  Doire.  It 
soon  reaches  the  hamlet  of  Chconplas, 
still  continuing  to  ascend  over  fine  pas- 
turages, till  it  reaches 

2i  hrs.  The  Col  de  SestHkres  and 
chalets:  the  plain  of  the  col  is  nearly 
2  miles  long.  On  the  side  towards 
the  Vol  Pra/elas,  the  view  is  wild 
and  fine  of  the  valley  and  the  Mont 
Albergian.  In  descending,  the  road 
leads  down    by  tourniquets   to   the 
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in  5  hrs.  to  Susa  in  the  valley  of  the 
Doire.  From  the  top,  which  is  car- 
petted  with  alpine  flowers,  is  a  magni- 
Dcent  yiew  over  the  Doire,  in  which 
the  Boche  Melon  mountain  is  a 
striking  object  for  the  last  hour  or  two 
of  rugged  descent.! 

From  Fenestrelles  to  Fignerol 
there  are  8  leagues,  almost  entirely 
through  the  valley  of  the  Clusone. 
There  is  little  variety  in  its  scenery; 
it  is  generally  narrow;  but  where  there 
is  cultivation,  com  and  wine  abound. 
The  mulberry  for  silkworms  flou- 
rishes, and  fruit  and  forest  trees  luxu- 
riate, as  they  almost  always  do  on  the 
side  of  Piedmont.  Formerly,  this 
valley  was  filled  with  a  Protestant 
community,  but  their  living  in  it  was 
long  prohioi ted.  The Vaudois  churches 
were  not  permitted  out  of  the  valleys 
of  Rora,  La  Tour  (known  also  as  tne 
valley  of  Lucema  and  the  Val  Pelice), 
St.  Martin,  and  Angrogna;  but  the 
more  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  1848  has  removed  this 
restriction. 

Below  Fenestrelles,  the  route  passes 
through  numerous  villages  and  ham- 
lets— Montole,  Rouse  Villaret,  and 
ChapeUe — before  reaching  Perosa  or 

3  hrs.  lOmin.  Peronse  Xirms:  Sole; 
Antico;  Auberge  Nationale),  the  prin- 
cipal town  in  the  valley ,which  is  some- 
times called  the  Valley  of  Perouse. 
It  is  situated  directly  opposite  to  the 
valley  of  St.  Martin,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  Protestant  valleys. 

[From  Perouse  a  moderate  ascent 
through  a  beautiful  valley  leads  to 
PerrteTf  or  Perrero.  A  little  above 
this  village  the  valley  forks.  The 
N.W.  branch,  preserving  the  name 
Val  de  St,  Martin^  leads,  amidst  fruit- 
trees,  com,  and  pasturages,  to  the 
commune  of  Maneille.  A  little  beyond 
the  road  enters  a  deep  ravine  which  is 
singularly  wOd  and  beautiful;  at  its 
upper  extremity  it  reaches  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Marcel, 

Continuing  up  the  valley  of  the 
Germanasca,  the  house  of  the  ^L 
Tron,  the  Syndic  of  Marcel,  is  passed; 
a  singularly  handsome  structure  in 
such  a    situation.    About   a    league 


above  this  spot  is  the  hamlet  of  BaU 
sille;  and  immediately  over  it,  the 
celebrated  Castella,  a  terrace  on  the 
side  of  a  peaked  mountain,  where  the 
Vaudois  entrenched  themselves  under 
Henri  Arnaud.  Here  the  little  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  not  exceeding  from 
600  to  700,  stmggled  for  their  father- 
land, and  fought,  for  three  days,  the 
united  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia, 
amounting  to  22,000  men.  When  the 
latter,  however,  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  up  artillery,  which  was  accom- 

Elished  with  excessive  difficulty,  the 
eroic  Vaudois,  foreseeing  that  against 
the  cannon  they  could  not  hold  their 
position,  retreated  during  the  night 
without  losing  a  man ;  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  their  sovereign  of  Sardinia, 
having  quarrelled  with  his  allies, 
agreed  to  restore  them  to  their  val- 
leys and  their  hearths.  No  history 
exists  so  replete  with  wonderful  ad-* 
ventures  as  that  of  the  simple  pea- 
sants of  these  valleys,  who  fought 
and  suffered,  and  reconquered,  for 
liberty  of  conscience. 

Above  the  BalsiUe,  one  of  the 
grandest  assemblages  of  materials  for 
alpine  scenery  is  to  be  found,  in  cata- 
racts, ravines,  and  mountains:  from 
the  head  of  the  valley  there  is  a  pass 
by  the  Col  du  Piz  to  Pragelas  in  the 
valley  of  Clusone.  The  author  has 
crossed  from  Pragelas  to  Perouse  in 
one  day,  and  he  knows  no  finer  tra- 
verse in  the  Alps,  and  the  panorama 
from  the  col  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime in  the  great  chain. 

Another  pass  between  the  valleys 
of  the  Germanasca  and  the  Clusone 
is  that  by  the  Col  Albergian,  which 
leads  from  the  Balsille  and  the  wild 
valley  and  Alps  above  it  to  Fene- 
strelles. 

From  Perouse  to  the  Balsille,  and 
back  to  Perouse,  may  be  accomplished 
easily  in  a  day.] 

The  S.W.  branch  of  the  Val  St. 
Mai  tin  U  properly  called  the  Val 
Germanasca.  This  in  its  turn  is 
divided  into  2  branches,  the  one  lead- 
ing to  Rodoretto^  the  other  to  Pralis, 
From  the  flrst  there  is  a  pass  leading 
to  Cesanne  (Rte.  160).  From  Pralis 
it  is  poBsibld  to  reach  Cesanne  on  the 
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one  side,  or  Abries  (Rte.  162)  on  the 
other,  by  the  Col  d' Abries. 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Val  Germanasca 
to  Pra  del  Tor,  in  the  Yal  Angrogna, 
itnd  thence  to  La  Tour  de  Luserna.] 

On  the  route  from  Ferouse  to  Pig- 
nerol  some  fine  quarries  are  passed, 
where  stone  is  raised  for  the  public 
works  of  Turin;  nearly  opposite  to 
these  is  seen  another  of  the  Protestant 
churches,  St  Germano,  and  the  little 
valley  which  leads  to  Pramol;  stiU 
further  down  is  the  church  of  Fra^ 
rttstiti,  nearly  opposite  to  where  the 
valley  widens,  and  the  road  enters 
upon  the  plains,  through  the  hamlets 
of  Port  and  Abadia,  to 

P»^ne/-o/(ItaLPinerolo) — (/ww;  Co- 
rona, gooa;  Canon  d'Or).  Fignerol 
is  a  straggling  town;  the  old  part, 
on  the  height,  of  narrow  dirty  streets; 
the  new,  between  the  rly.  and  Porte 
de  France,  having  manufactures  of 
cotton,  wool,  &c.,  and  a  large  popula- 
tion, 20,000.  It  was  once  a  strong 
fortress. 

The  Convent  of  St,  Francis  is  partly 
ancient,  and  its  Church  contains  monu- 
ments to  ancestors  of  the  royal  house 
of  Savoy. 

On  the  hill  of  St.  Brigide  are  ruins 
of  a  chapel,  and  of  the  ancient  citadel, 
in  which  the  "Man  in  the  Iron  Mask" 
was  shut  up.  Near  the  Town-hall 
(Palaz7/>  del  Cittk)  are  the  Theatre 
and  a  College. 

Railway  23 ^  m.;  Strains  a-day  in 
1  hr.  10  min.  to  Turin;  the  stations 
being  Riva,  Piscina,  Avrasca,  None, 
CancUolo,  Nichelino,  and  Sangone. 


ROUTE  162. 

PIONEROL  TO  MONT  DAUPHIN,  BY  THB 
VALLEYS  OF  THE  VAUDOIS  AND  THE 
COL  DE  LA  CROIX. 

Leaguea 
Wgnerol. 

La  Tunr  de  Lnsema     ...  3 

Bobbio 2^ 

Col  de  la  Croix  .....  4i 

Abriea 2* 

Ch&teaadeQueyrax.     .     .     .  2i 

Mont  Dauphin 4i 

From  Pignerol  (Rte.  161)  to  La 
Tour  a  diligence  aaily;  9  Eng.  m.: 
the  route  lies  through  St.  Secundo  to 
Bischerasoo,  5  m.,  and  3  m.  further  to 
the  first  Protestant  commune  at 

St.  Giovanni.  Here  a  church  was 
built  while  Piedmont  was  under  the 
government  of  Napoleon.  Upon  the 
restoration  of  the  house  of  Sar- 
dinia, the  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
church  is  on  the  other  side  of  a  little 
stream,  complained  that  the  voices  of 
the  Protestants  in  singing  disturbed 
their  devotions,  and  an  order  was 
given  to  shut  out  the  abomination  by 
a  large  barricade  of  wood,  which  the 
Vaudois  were  compelled  to  erect  be- 
fore the  door  of  tneir  church.  This 
has  now,  however,  dropped  away  bit 
by  bit,  and  little  remains  of  this  evi- 
dence of  intolerance.  The  church  is 
of  a  singular  form — ^a  horse-shoe — 
but  it  is  not  favourable  to  the  preacher 
or  his  congregation. 

About  a  mile  beyond  St.  Giovanni, 
through  a  beautiful  country,  lies 

La  Tour  (Inns  ;  L'Ours,  chez  Gay, 
clean  and  good ;  Lion  d'Or,  chez 
Bottler),  the  principal  town  of  the 
Protestant  commimities.  The  valley 
of  La  Tour  is  known  also  as  the  valley 
of  Lusema  and  the  Val  Pellice.  The 
handsome  Protestant  Church  was  built 
here  1850,  with  residences  for  the 
clergy  and  professors.  General  Beck- 
with  contributed  largely  to  it.  This 
British  veteran,  who  lost  his  leg  a.t 
Waterloo,  devoted  34  years  of  his 
life  to  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Waldenses.  He  lived  among  them, 
took  a  wife  from  among  them,  built 
churches— more  than  100  schools  for 
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them,  and  lies  buried  (1862)  in  the 
churchyard  here. 

An  hospital  has  been  established  for 
the  sick  and  poor  among  the  Protest* 
ants,  by  funds  raised  chiefly  in  Hol- 
land, Russia,  and  England.  In  1837, 
by  the  aid  of  an  anonymous  g^ft  from 
]Bngland,  of  5000/.  confided  to  the  late 
Bev.  Dr.  Gilly,  a  CoZ/^t/e  was  established 
here  for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Vaudois  churches, 
and  they  have  thus  removed  the  ne- 
cessity which  had  hitherto  existed  of 
sending  them  to  Geneva  or  Lausanne. 
This  institution  is  chiefly  endowed 
by  funds  raised  in  foreign  countries, 
but  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  the  seal 
for  the  cause  of  the  Vaudois,  of 
General  Beck  with  and  Dr.  Gilly.  A 
large  Roman  Catholic  church  has 
been  built  here  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Vaudois,  but  it  has  been  attended 
by  signal  failure.  An  ornhanage 
under  English  auspices  has  oeen  in- 
stituted, also  a  normal  school. 

Within  ^  m.  of  Lusema  a  cotton- 
mill  of  4  stories,  moved  by  water- 
power,  has  been  built  by  a  Swiss 
Company.  Jean  Henri  Tron  is  a  re- 
spectable and  trustworthy  guide,  well 
acquainted  with  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  mountaineer  must 
not,  however,  expect  to  find  here 
men  capable  of  aiding  in  diflicult  or 
adventurous  excursions. 

No  part  of  the  Alps  for  richness  and 
beauty  in  the  lower  valleys,  and  for 
wild  and  magnificent  scenery  in  the 
defiles  and  mountains,  surpasses  the 
valleys  of  the  Vaudois.  Easy  of  access 
by  railroad  from  Turin  to  Pignerol, 
La  Tour  is  reached  in  2  hrs.  from 
the  latter,  through  a  country  luxu- 
riant in  vegetation.  There  are  good 
inns  at  La  Tour,  to  make  head- 
quarters for  excursions ;  and  the 
civility  of  all  classes  to  strangers, 
especially  English,  ought  to  be  a 
recommendation  to  rambles  in  their 
country.  Of  the  Vaudois  generally, 
but  especially  of  the  mountaineers, 
it  has  been  justly  said,  that  **they 
are,  from  ancient  habit,  honest,  civil, 
and  quiet ;  and,  from  their  situation 
and  necessity,  simple  and  laborious." 


[One  of  the  most  interesting  excur- 
sions from  La  Tour  is  into  the  valley 
of  Angrogjui,  which  is  surrounded  by 
lofty  mountains  and  pasturages.  It 
is  richly  wooded  down  to  the  deep 
defiles  -of  its  torrent,  and  presents 
every  variety  of  scenery.  Some  of 
its  wild  scenes  are  associated  with 
the  history  of  the  Vaudois;  as  the 
defiles  or  Barrioades  of  Pra  del  Tor 
(2^  hrs.'  walk  from  La  Tour),  which, 
defended  by  them,  gave  security  to 
their  families,  who  sought  refuge 
within  this  grand  and  most  pictur- 
esque defile.  Above  it,  in  tne  re- 
cesses of  these  mountains,  concealed 
from  the  world  for  many  ages,  their 
Barbes,  or  teachers,  imparted  instruc- 
tion, and  fitted  their  pupils  for  the 
ministry.  Every  foot  of  ground  in 
this  valley  is  sacred  in  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  people.  In  the 
Pra  del  Tor  there  has  lately  been 
erected  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  but 
the  heart  of  the  valley  is  not  the 
heart  of  the  people.  This  excursion 
may  be  vari^  oy  crossing  directly 
over  the  hill  from  a  little  below  the 
Pra  del  Tor  to  St.  Marguerite,  and 
thence  to  La  Tour  (3  hrs.  walk):  the 
whole  excursion  may  be  made  in  half 
a  day. 

The  excursion  may  be  varied  by 
following  the  high-road  to  the  village 
of  Angrogiia,  which  oflPers  from  many 
beautiful  points  of  view  the  plains  of 
Piedmont.  The  return  may  be  made 
through  the  defiles,  or  on  the  steep 
slopes  that  bound  the  river.  A  day 
given  to  explore  the  Val  Angrogna 
will  be  remembered  with  pleasure.] 

From  La  Tour,  up  the  valley  of 
the  Pellice,  the  road,  widened  for 
carriages  as  far  as  Bobbio,  but  exe- 
crably rough,  passes  by  the  hamlet 
of  St,  Marguerite,  near  the  rock  of 
Castelluz,  where  is  situated  a  Pro- 
testant church.  Beyond  this  hamlet 
the  ascent  of  the  valley  is  rich  and 
picturesque.  [Opposite  the  village  of 
Villar  a  narrow  glen  opens  to  the  S., 
by  which  Crissoio,  in  the  head  valley 
of  the  Po  (Rte.  163),  may  be  reached 
in  5  or  6  hrs.  over  the  ridge  of  the 
Sea  Bianca,'\ 
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2^  hrs.  from  La  Tour 
Bobbio  is  reached.  No  inn.  A  sta- 
tion of  Sardiniui  preposes,  or  dou- 
aniers,  and  a  cafe,  where  Jacques  Rai- 
mond,  a  civil  and  experienced  guide 
for  the  mountains,  may  be  heard  of, 
Above  Bobbio  there  is  only  a  mule- 
path,  7  hrs.'  walk  to  Abries. 

[From  Bobbio,  a  pass  N.  over  the 
mountain  by  Serra  le  Gruel  and  the 
Col  Julien  leads  to  Prcdia  in  6  or  7  hrs. 
From  La  Tour  this  is  a  day's  journey, 
and  few  excursions  offer  more  Striking 
scenes  especially  from  the  Col  Julien. 
Near  the  summit,  4  hrs.'  hard  walk  from 
Bobbio,  surmounting  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ridges,  the  Monte  Viso  ap- 
Sears  so  near  that  the  path  to  the  Col 
e  Viso,  on  the  side  of  France,  can  be 
distinctly  traced,    ascending    nearly 
due  S.,  beneath  the  precipices  till  it 
turns  abruptly  to  the  E.  at  the  col. 
The  descent  towards  Pralis  is  very 
long  and  fatiguing,  2  hrs.'  hard  walk. 
Fralis  consists  of  4  separate  hamlets, 
there  is  no  Inn,  but  at  the  3rd  of 
these  strangers  are  received  kindly  at 
the  pastor's  house,  if  he  has  room. 
From  Fralis  down  the  valley  to  Ferosa 
(Rte.  161)  is  4  hrs.  b^  a  char  road.1 

On  leaving  Bobbio  a  long  wall  is 
seen,  an  embankment,  or  Breakwater, 
made  to  guard  the  village  from  the 
inundations  of  the  Feluce;  it  was 
built  by  a  grant  from  Oliver  Crom- 
well, during  whose  nrotectorate  one 
of  those  Jarful  calamities  nearly 
destroyed  Bobbio.  A  little  beyond, 
the  river  is  crossed,  and  the  moun- 
tain ascent  begins;  soon,  on  bending 
to  the  L,  the  scenery  becomes  wild, 
though  the  bottom  is  still  occupied 
by  water-meadows  scattered  here  and 
there  with  walnut  and  chestnut  The 
last  view  down  the  valley  towards 
Bobbio  is  very  fine. 

After  along  course  amidst  strangely 
situated  hamlets,  where  rocks  and 
trees  of  the  wildest  character  make 
up  a  rapid  succession  of  picturesque 
scenes,  the  path  reaches  a  dreary 
mass  of  rocks,  over  which  is  poured 
the  torrent  of  the  Pellice,  and  further 
progress  seems  forbidden.  Up  amidst 
these  fallen  fragments,  however,  a 
path  is  found,  threading  a  deep  ravine, 


in  which  are  the  ruins  of  the  fort 
of  Mirabouc,  built  against  the  steep 
escarpments  of  the  mountain,  in  a 
gorge  which  is  utterly  impassable  on 
Uie  side  opposite  to  the  fort;  nor  is 
there  a  path  on  the  side  where  the 
ruins  of  the  fort  stand  that  does  not 
pass  through  its  former  gates.  The 
fort  was  demolished  after  the  wars  of 
the  French  revolution,  in  1796. 

[A  little  before  reaching  Mirabouc, 
a  valley  towards  the  rt.  leads  to  the 
village  of  Abries  by  the  Col  de 
McUaure^  a  shorter  but  more  difficult 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix.] 

Above  the  fort  Mirabouc,  a  roughly 
pitched  path  through  a  narrow  and 
sterile  i^ley  enters  upon  the  mea- 
dows of  the  Bergerie  oe  Pra  (3  hrs. 
from  Bobbio) — the  highest  hamlet  in 
the  valley,  situated  in  the  midst  of 
fertile  pasturages,  where  barley  and 
potatoes  are  raised. 

From  the  Bergerie  of  Pra,  where 
the  Alpine  traveller  may  rest  in  a 
grange  with  more  comfort  than  in 
many  places  of  much  greater  preten- 
sion, he  may  reach  the  French  side  of 
Monte  Viso  by  the  Col  de  Seyliere 
at  a  much  earlier  hour  than  from 
Abries  in  the  valley  of  the  Guil; 
having  crossed  it,  the  distance  is 
short  to  the  Col  de  la  Traversette, 
and  this  is  the  easiest  detour  by  the 
Viso  from  the  Val  de  PeUoe  to  the 
valley  of  the  Po. 

The  lovers  of  the  chase  may  find 
hunter's  accommodation  at  the  Ber- 
gerie de  Pra.  The  abundance  of  cha- 
mois in  the  surrounding  mountains, 
and  the  fine,  honest  character  of  the 
peasantry  here,  are  great  temptations 
to  its  enjoyment. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  la 
Croix  is  by  a  steep  path,  made  in 
zigzags  up  the  itbrupt  side  of  the  col, 
towards  Piedmont.  The  col  is  reached 
in  14  hr.  from  the  Bergerie;  and  from 
\  the  highest  point  (7611  ft.)  there  is  a 
striking  view  of  the  defile  of  Mirabouc, 
and  Monte  Viso  is  a  noble  object.  The 
col  is  nearly  level  for  half  an  hour, 
and  then  the  path,  traversing  the  side 
of  a  hollow,  gradually  subsiaes  to  the 
valley  of  the  Guil,  within  the  terri- 
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tory  of  France.  On  the  ool  ihere  is 
A  block  of  stone  carded  with  the  fleur- 
de-lis,  and  the  cross  of  Savoy,  to  mark 
the  frontier,  and  atZaMonta,  in  the  val' 
ley  of  the  Ouil,  a  station  of  the  donane, 
where  travellers  are  examined;  the 
descent  into  France  is  very  gradual; 
traces  of  an  intended  roaa  surveyed 
under  Napoleon  may  be  seen.  On 
the  rt.,  in  descending,  there  is  a  den, 
miscalled  an  inn,  at  La  Monta;  thence, 
through  the  hamlet  of  Ristolas,  you 
reach  in  2^  hrs.  from  the  col 

Abriea  (a  country  Inn,  Etoile,  or 
chex  Richard;  Yery  fair  quarters ; 
but  make  your  bargain  and  fix  prices 
betbrehand),  a  town  of  1525  &hab. 
Here  the  torrent  from  Valprevaire 
flows  into  the  Guil,  and  a  path  up 
its  course  leads  to  several  moun- 
tain passes.  Below  Abries  the  road 
through  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  good 
and  passable  for  a  light  cal^he, 
passes  the  valleys  in  which  there 
are  still  Protestant  communities,  par- 
ticularly that  of  St  Yeran  (Rte.  169), 
in  a  valley  which  joins  from  the  L 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  at  Ville- 
vielles,  and  the  valley  of  Arvieuz, 
which  enters  that  of  the  Guil  near 
Qneiras.  To  these,  and  the  Val 
Frasseni^res,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Durance,  the  name  of  the  Pays  dg  Nef 
has  been  given,  to  commemorate  the 
services  rendered  to  these  commu- 
nities by  the  Swiss  Protestant  minis- 
ter, who  devoted  his  life  to  renovating 
stnd  sustaining  the  religious  worship 
of  the  primitive  Christians  that  had 
existed  in  these  valleys  frxmi  time  im- 
memoriaL  Neff,  like  Oberlin,  the 
good  pastor  of  the  Ban  de  la  Roche, 
not  only  j^romoted  the  religious  fiuth 
and  practice  of  these  people,  but  esta- 
blished schools,  and  taught  them  agri- 
culture, and  the  elements  of  otner 
useful  knowledge.  He  died  in  1829. 
His  name  throughout  these  valleys 
is  remembered  with  the  deepest  re- 
verence and  affBction.  2^  hrs.  far- 
ther is 

2%e  CTidteau  de  Qusiras,  ^  finely 
situated  in  the  valley:  it  is  gar- 
risoned, and  entirely  commands  the 
pass,  and  from  every  point  of  riew 
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presents  a  most  picturesque  object. 
There  is  a  tolerable  inn  at  Queiras. 

Below  Queiras  a  new  road  is  open 
to  Mont  Dauphin.  The  old  one  skirts 
the  deep  bed  of  the  river  for  a  short 
way,  then  descending  to  the  torrent, 
which  it  crosses,  it  continues  for 
nearly  2  hrs.,  through  a  fine  defile. 
In  some  places  the  mountains  seem 
to  dose  m  above  the  traveller;  and 
it  is  often  necessary  to  cross  the  Guil 
to  find  a  path  on  one  side,  which  is 
forbidden  on  the  other  by  projecting 
rocks  or  precipices  of  vast  height: 
some  hamlets  are  passed  in  this  savase 
ravine.  From  some  points  in  the 
nath  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Mont  Pelvoux,  seen  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  Louise.  At  length  the  road  emerges^ 
winds  up  a  steep  and  rugsed  path, 
crosses  the  torrent  of  Seulac,  and 
descends  upon  Ouillestre  (a  very  fair 
Irmf  perhaps  the  best  in  this  part  of 
Dauphine),  a  little  bourg,  lying  on  the 
L  of  the  road  to  Mont  Dauphin,  which 
was  one  of  the  stations,  during  the 
war,  for  English  prisoners. 

A  little  below,  the  road  passes  be* 
neath  the  fort  of  Mont  Dauphin,  planned 
W  Vauban  and  Catinat,  which  guards 
this  entrance  to  France — a  garrison 
singularly  placed  on  a  precipitous 
rock  of  conglomerate  that  is  nearly 
insulated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guil 
at  its  confluence  with  the  Durance. 
The  Inn  (Caf<l  du  Nord)  is  good  for 
Danphine,  but  not  clean  ;  dean  lodg* 
ings  and  beds  are  kept  for  the  officers 
of  the  garrison,  and  can  be  engaged 
by  travellers.  For  the  sake  of  these 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  ascend  the 
steep  nill  on  which  the  fort  stands,  be* 
sides  which,  from  the  drawbridge  you 
have  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  un- 
der Mont  Dauphin.  The  great  routa 
from  Marseilles  and  Digne  to  Bri* 
an9on  is  entered;  and  the  course  down 
the  valley  to  Embrun  (2  hrs.)  is  by 
an  admirably  formed  and  well-kept 
road.    (See  Handbook  fou  Fbakce.) 

If  this  excursion  be  commenced 
from  the  side  of  France  the  diligence 
from  Brianfon  to  Gap  will  drop  the 
traveller  at  Mt.  Dauphin  ^5  or  6 
hr&  walk  from  Brian^on),  wnere  an 
omnibus  will  take  him  on  to  Guillestre. 
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There  be  can  hire  a  one-horse  eal^he 
for  Abries,  stoppinfi^  atQueiras  to  rest 
and  dine.  Time:  Briancon  to  Guil- 
lestre,  4^  bra.  G.  to  Abriea,  6  hrs., 
exdnsiye  of  stops.  Avoid  making  the 
journey  between  the  Ist  and  2lBt  of 
July,  that  being  the  time  allowed  by 
the  Frenoh  Government  for  cutting 
wood  in  the  forests — the  horses  are 
then  all  employed,  and  the  charge  for 
them  is  exorbitant:  indeed  it  is  so 
at«il  times. 


ROUTE  163. 

MOST  DAUPHIN  TO  SALUZZO,  BT  THE  COL 
DE  LA  TRAVERSETTE. 

Time  steady  walkin?  from  Mont 
Dauphin  to  Que^as  is  4^  hrs.  through 
amagnificent  ravine, good  road;*  thence 
to  A  Dries  2^  hrs.,  scenery  tamer;  and 
to  the  col  5  nrs.  more.  The  char-road 
ceases  at  La  Monta.  From  thence  to 
Crissolo,  in  the  valley  of  the  Po,  the 
pass  is  only  for  pedestrians. 

From  Mont  Dauphin  to  Abries(Bte. 
162). 

After  passing  Sistolas  and  ascend* 
ing  the  valley  of  the  Guil  to  La 
Monta — ^where  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  la  Croix  turns  off  to  the  L — the 
route  to  the  Monte  Viso  continues  up 
the  valley  to  the  highest  village.  La 
Chalpe,  aoout  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
La  Monta.  At  La  Chalpe  guides 
may  be  obtained  for  excuruons  either 
across  the  Monte  Yiso  to  Saluzzo,  or 
into  the  valleys  and  recesses  of  Monte 
Vise. 

The  valley  of  the  Chtil  above 
Abries  is  narrow  and  savage :  bare 
end  precipitous  escarpments  descend 


to  the  torrent,  and  form  its  left 
boundary  t  the  bed  of  the  Gnil  is 
filled  with  enormous  rocks.  The 
path  to  the  col  ascends  above  the 
rt.  bank  over  steep  acclivities  and 
pasturages  abounding  in  rare  plants. 
Above  these  the  hefM  of  the  Monte 
Viso  is  continually  presented  filling 
the  open  space  in  tne  view,  formed  by 
die  sides  of  the  valley  of  the  Guil 
The  highest  chllet,  probably  nearly 
8000  ft.  above  the  sea,  formerly  af- 
forded a  very  tolerable  refuge  for  a 
night  or  two  to  tu  mountain  traveller; 
but  the  roof  fell  in  during  the  spring 
of  1860,  owing  to  the  weight  of  snow, 
and  the  only  other  hut,  occupied  by  2 
or  8  shepherds,  has  a  deterring  aspect. 
From  this  point  an  active  p^estrian 
may  reach  Bobbio,  in  the  valley  of 
the  PeHice,  in  5  hrs.,  and  La  Tour  de 
Lusema  in  7  hn.  (Rte.  162).  Above 
the  ruined  Bergerie  du  Monviso  the 
pasturages  are  at  length  left  and  the 
ascent  ues  over  a  roaid  rudely  paved 
with  large  rough  stones.  This  has 
been  several  times  repaired  so  as  to 
enable  mules  to  pass,  but  fresh  damage 
is  constantly  arising  from  the  action 
of  the  elements,  and  during  some 
summers  the  snow  lies  low  on  both 
sides  of  the  pass.  The  paved  road 
reaches  to  the  OaUery  of  the  2haver» 
sette,  pierced  through  the  mountain 
250  feet  below  the  crest.  Its  entrance, 
long  closed  by  the  fiJlen  debris  of  the 
precipices  which  overhang  the  pass, 
nas  becm  cleared  of  all  obstacles,  and 
opened  out  so  as  to  render  this  pass 
easy  to  ordinary  pedestrians.  The 
tunnel  is  250  ft.  long,  lO  ft.  high,  and 
10  ft.  wide. 

Doeumeotsiexistingat  Sa]nces  prove 
that  the  Pertuis  du  Viso,  or  tunnel 
below  the  col,  was  executed,  1480, 
by  Ludovico  L,  Marquis  of  Saluces; 
who,  with  a  spirit  beyond  his  age, 
undertook  this  extraordinary  work 
fbr  the  commerdal  interests  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  route  three  days 
shorter  than  any  other  from  Salncea 
to  Dauj^in^.  By  treaty  with  Rene, 
kingof  J?rovence,who  contributed  to- 
waras  the  expenses  on  his  side  of  the 
moimtaLot  this  road  was  opened  to  re<« 
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cetYe  from  Fratice,  by  laden  mnles, 
salt,  drapery,  and  metal  wares,  in  re- 
turn for  nut^oiU  wine,  rice,  and  flax 
from  the  marquisate  of  Saluces.  Bv 
means  of  this  gallery,  and  the  roatu 
constructed  as  approaches,  this  inter- 
course was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the 
year.  The  gallery  was  begun  in  147  8, 
and  was  completed  in  1 480 ;— an  extra- 
ordinary work  to  accomplish  in  that 
time,  as  the  excavators  could  only 
labour,  at  that  height  above  the  sea 
level,  about  4  or  5  months  in  the 
year. 

This  gallery  has  frequently  been 
buried  under  rooks  descending  from 
above— in  1620, 1676, 1798, 1812, 1823 
— and  the  fallen  masses  were  removed 
by  the  people  of  the  communes  on 
either  side  of  the '  mountain.  It  is 
liable  to  be  closed  by  snow  after  severe 
winters. 

The  passage  is  once  more  free, 
and  is  greatly  facilitated  by  the  gal- 
lery; for,  though  the  perpendicular 
height  saved  is  not  300  It.,  this  is  the 
most  difficult  part. 

From  the  col  the  view  down  the 
valley  of  the  Fo,  and  over  the  plains  of 
Piedmont,  is  pre-eminently  beautifuL 
This  vast  expanse,  seen  from  a  height 
of  very  nearly  10,000  Eng.  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  commands  a  view 
over  an  extent  of  100  miles  to  the 
horiason.  The  rocks  and  vast  preci- 
pices in  the  forec^round  and  on  the 
coif  the  deep  subsidences  of  the  moun- 
tains which  bound  the  valley  of  the 
Po  immediately  below  the  observer, 
tin  they  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  plains,  are  most  impressive.  On 
the  plain,  bright  but  indistinct  masses 
mark  the  positions  of  the  towns  and 
cities  of  Piedmont  within  the  view, 
and  this  indistinctness,  contrasted 
with  the  sharp  and  defined  forms  of 
the  enormous  peak  of  the  Yiso,  rising 
yet  3000  feet  higher  than  the  spot 
on  which  the  observer  stands,  and  in 
close  proximity,  produce  an  inde- 
scribable effect  upon  his  mind  and 
feelings,  making  tnis  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  and  sublime  scenes  in 
the  world. 

In  order  to  gain  a  prospect  of  the 


range  of  Alps  towards  the  north,  the 
traveller  must  descend  a  little  towards 
Italy,  and  then  mount  an  eminence 
on  the  L  which  before  obscured  that 
part  of  the  chun  :  but  this  is  only 
recommended  to  those  who  have  time 
to  spare,  which  few  have  who  wish  to 
gain  Paesana  on  the  side  of  Italy,  or 
Abries  in  Prance,  as  resting-places 
for  the  night. 

The  traveller  who  would  enjoy  this 
view  should  leave  Abries  so  as  to  be 
on  the  Col  de  Yiso  by  10  o'clock  or 
earlier.  This  can  only  be  made  cer-< 
tain  by  starting  soon  after  4  in  the 
morning  from  Abries,  or  better  still, 
by  sleeping  at  La  Monta,  or  at  one  of 
the  chalets  hi^er  up  in  the  valley: 
before  mid-day  vapours  rise  in  the 
plains  and  the  valley  of  the  Po, 
and  obscure  the  prospect  The 
Chdlet  of  La  Trouchet  lies  in  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  near  where  it 
is  quitted  to  ascend  the  col;  here 
dean  straw  or  hay  may  be  had 
to  sleep  upon,  and  ewe's  milk  curd 
for  food.  The  chftlet  is  situated  half 
way  in  time  between  Abries  and  the 
col,  2^  hrs.  from  each. 

The  col  is  a  mere  ridge,  so  narrow 
that  it  is  traversed  in  a  few  paces. 
On  it  are  the  remains  of  a  reaoubt; 
and  during  the  wars  of  the  Revo- 
lution many  struggles  were  made  and 
skirmishes  fought  for  the  possession 
of  this  position. 

Some,  with  no  better  foundation 
than  the  fact  that  the  plains  of  the 
Po  could  be  seen  from  the  col,  have 
supposed  that  this  was  the  route  of 
Hannibal;  but  the  same  authority 
that  records  his  having  shown  the 
plains  to  his  army  states  that  the 
army  encamped  on  the  summit,  and 
waited  three  days  for  stragglers. 
Here,  100  men  could  not  have  en- 
camped, and  the  pass  must  ever  have 
been  impracticable  to  elephants,  and 
even  horses. 

Down  a  steep  and  difficult  path  the 
traveller  has  to  proceed  towards  thei 
valley  of  the  Po;  but  there  is  nothing 
about  the  pass  that  would  strike  even 
an  inexperienced  traveller  as  dan- 
gerous. 
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Abont  1000  ft.  below  the  col  a 
mass  of  rock  is  turned  abmptlj,  and 
on  the  rt.  there  lies  a  scene  onsur- 
passed  for  the  immensity  of  the  ob- 
jects above,  below,  and  around  the 
observer.  On  looking  up  to  the  rt., 
one  of  the  peaks  of  Monte  VIbo 
rises,  in  all  its  magnificence,  on  one 
side  of  a  deep  yairey,  in  which  are 
seen  some  little  dark  lakes,  the  sources 
of  the  Fo,  which  below  them  is  seen 
to  trickle  in  a  silver  line  down  the 
black  rocks,  from  the  base  of  the  Viso 
into  the  valley  beyond.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  impression  of  solitude  and 
sublimity  made  bv  this  scene.  At 
length,  however,  the  wildness  of  the 
scene  is  passed,  and  vegetation  is  soon 
after  reached  in  a  beautiful  little  Pjam 
covered  with  the  richest  herbage.  This 
spot  is  called  the  Piano  M  &;  in  it 
there  is  a  delicious  fountain,  from  which 
the  traveller  rarely  fails  to  quaff. 

A  short  descent  from  the  Piano  del 
Be  leads  to  another  little  nlain,  the 
Piano  di  Fiorenza^  so  namea  from  its 
beautiful  flowers,  with  which  it  is  en* 
ameUcMcL  Nearly  2  m.  below  is  the 
first  hamlet,  riana  MaUe^  a  name 
derived  from  the  forest  of  larches 
which  is  near  it.  The  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  its  inhabitants  is  sicken- 
uig :  here  is  the  station  of  the  Sar- 
dinian douane.  About  3  m.  fturther 
down  the  valley  is  the  highest  village, 
Cris9ofot  formerly  notorious  for  its 
wretched  accommodation.  There  is 
now  a  tolerable  Inn  at  the  lowest  of 
the  hamlets  in  the  commune.  It  is 
several  degrees  better  than  the  moun- 
tain inns  found  in  Dauphin^ 

Below  Crissolo  there  are  some  fine 
wild  scenes  in  the  valley  of  the  Po ; 
and  after  having  passed  the  confluence 
of  the  Lenta  with  the  Po,  the  village 
of  Oncino  is  seen  in  a  striking  situa^ 
tion  between  the  two  rivers.  From 
Oncino,  the  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Po,  and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singularly  fine.  The  inhabitants  of 
Oncino  had  some  celebrity  as  bri- 
gands ;  at  least  their  neighlx>ur8  gave 
them  that  character. 

Professor  Forbes  made  an  interest- 
ing excursion  round  Monte  Viso  in 
1829.     Xiistead  of  descending  to  the 


pasturages  on  the  side  of  PiednM>Bt» 
he  skirted,  on  the  eastern  side,  the 
middle  height  of  the  Monte  Vlso» 
and  passing  the  little  dark  lakes,  the 
sources  of  the  Po,  ascended  the  vallejr 
under  the  Yiso,  which  runs  nearly 
parallel  to  the  great  chain ;  «nd 
crossing  the  col  that  dirides  this 
valley  frt>m  that  of  Ponte,  which 
leads  down  to  Castel  Delfino,  and 
ascending  on  the  rt  from  the  Val 
de  Ponte,  recrossed  the  main  chain 
by  the  Col  de  Coulaon  on  the  W. 
snoulder  of  the  Monte  Yiso,  and 
thence  descended  into  the  vidley  of 
the  Guil,  having  made  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  mountain ;  but  it  was 
accomplished  only  with  excessive  fti- 
tifrue  and  difllculty. 

J^ow  that  there  is  tolerable  aooom- 
modation  at  Crissolo  the  best  way  to 
make  the  tour  is  to  take  a  guide  from 
that  village  and  cross  the  ridge  sepa- 
rating the  Po  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
Val  di  Vallante  (Rte.  165),  keeping 
as  high  up,  and  as  near  to  the  main 
mass  of  Monte  Yiso,  as  possible:  from 
thence  an  active  mountaineer  might 
cross  the  Col  di  Yallante  to  the 
Bergerie,  and  from  thence  return  to 
the  valley  of  the  Po  by  the  IVaver- 
sette,  all  in  the  same  day,  bnt  it  would 
be  a  severe  day's  work. 

Pa$8ana  is  distant  frt>m  Crissolo 
about  3  hrs.  It  is  a  large  town  with 
5000  Inhab.  Here  there  is  a  very  tole« 
rable  inn.  Desiderio  kine  of  the 
Lombards,  who  was  defeated  by  Char- 
lemagne, and  kept  prisoner  for  a  long 
time  at  Yienne,  m  I>auphin£,  was 

Sermitted  at  last  to  take  up  his  resi- 
enoe  at  Paesana.    From  I^aesana  a 
tolerable  road  branches  off  to 

Barge— {Itm:  Lion  d'Or,  good  and 
cheap) — and  passes  through  a  beanta- 
ful  and  rich  country,  by  Bibbiena  and 
St.  Giovanni,  to  Lucema  and  La  Tour 
(Rte.  1B4). 

From  Paesana  to  Salnces  is  about 
17  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of 

Sanfront  (Inhab.  above  5000)  and 
the  villages  of  Gambasca  and  Mar- 
tiniana.    At  the  latter,  the  valley, 
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which  had  widened  to  the  plains  from 
Paesana,  is  altogether  left  hy  the  tra- 
yeller  aod  the  remaining  distance  of 
6  or  7  m.,  after  skirtine  the  moun- 
tain, enters  npon  the  plain,  OTer  a 
leTel  road,  to 

SaJuon  (ItaL  Salusso)  (Inns:  H.  du 
Coq;  Coaronne;  Armes  ae  Savoie),  a 
town  of  15^814  Inhab.  Not  much  to 
be  seen  here.  Cathedral,  1480.  The 
old  Castle  of  the  Marquises  of  Saluces, 
aboye  the  town,  is  now  a  prison. 
Fine  view  from  its  terrace.  In  one  of 
the  squares,  a  statue  of  Silvio  Pellioo, 
author  of  *  Mie  Prigioni,'  bom  here 
1789.  Fine  fruits—peaches,  fip;s.  Bl^. 
hence  to  Turin  by  Sarigliano  in 
l|hr. 


ROUTE  165. 

Aimiis  TQ^CtTVEO,  BT  TAL  TRAITA 
OR  YAL  MAIRA. 

This  route  leads  through  yery 
beautiful  scenery,  which  has  been 
much  neglected  by  tourists,  and  the 
pass  of  Vallante  presents  some  grand 
and  striking  scenes.  The  Monte 
Viso  juts  out  towards  Italy  fh>m  the 
main  chain  of  the  Cottian  Alps  in  the 
form  of  a  bastion,  the  acute  inner 
anele  of  which  belongs  to  France, 
and  sends  its  waters  to  the  GuiL 
The  N.£.  face  of  the  bastion  rises 
aboye  the  head  of  the  yalley  of  the 
Fo,  while  the  S.  face  sends  its  waters 
through  yarious  secondary  yalleys  to 
the  Val  Vraite. 

The  summit  of  Monte  Yiso  being 
considered  the  salient  <uagle  of  the 
bastion,  the  pass  of  the  Trayersette 
lies  to  the  N.  W.,  the  Col  di  Vallante, 
immediately  W.  of  the  summit,  cross- 
ing the  S.  race  of  the  bastion. 

From  Abries  to  a  short  distance 


below  the  Bergerie  de  Monyiso  the 
route  is  the  same  as  in  Bte.  163.  At 
that  point,  instead  of  turning  up  to 
the  L,  the  main  yalley  is  followea  for 
^  hr.  towards  the  highest  peak  of  the 
mountain.  The  scenery  here  is  yery 
impressiye.  The  head  of  the  yalley 
forms  a  sort  of  amphitheatre ;  in  the 
nearly  leyel  bottom  snow  lies  for  9  or 
10  months  of  the  year;  and  around, 
especially  towards  the  highest  part  of 
the  mountain,  precipitous  faces  of 
rock  alternate  with  steep  shelring 
slopes  coyered  wiUi  perpetual  snow. 
In  spite  of  the  great  neight  of  Monte 
Viso  (12,586  ft.),  none  but  small 
gladers  of  tibe  second  order  are  formed 
about  it,  partly  because  of  its  extreme 
steepness,  partly  because  the  climate 
is  yery  sensibly  warmer  than  that  of 
Switierland  or  northern  Piedmont. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Vallante 
commences  up  a  mass  of  very  steep 
debris  mingicMi  with  snow  at  the  base 
of  some  yerdcal  rocks.  It  will  be 
adyisable  to  take  one  of  the  shepherds 
from  tbe  last  ch&lets  to  show  the  way, 
as  it  may  yery  easily  be  missed. 
Aboye  the  debris  is  an  extensiye  snow 
ridge,  oyer  which  the  course  bears 
somewhat  to  the  rt  or  £.  of  S^  till 
the  trayeiler  suddenly  finds  himself  on 
the  upper  margin  of  a  steep  hollow 
channel,  or  couloir,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  filled  with  snow. 

The  descent,  though  steep,  presents 
no  difficulty  to  a  practised  moun- 
taineer, nor  will  he  require  a  g^de 
beyond  the  summit.  Care  must  be 
taken  to  ke«>  to  the  rt.  side  of  the 
ravine  which  commences  below  the 
snow-slopes.  The  sunmiit  of  the  Col 
di  Vallante  is  about  the  height  of  the 
Trayersette,  or  nearly  10,000  Eng.  ft.; 
and  the  vertical  height  descended  to 
reach  the  highest  chalets  in  Val  di 
Vallante  must  be  very  considerable. 
At  these  ch&lets  of  Ponte  a  hospitable 
old  man  will  eive  shelter  for  the  night, 
with  milk,  <meese,  &c,  to  tired  tra- 
veller; and  for  those  making  the  tour 
of  Monte  Viso,  these  quarters,  how- 
ever poor,  are  convenient.  Care  is 
necessary  to  avoid  mistakes  arising 
from  the  name  Ponte  being  applied 
to  seyeral  diflbrent  places  in   thia 
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neighbourhood.  The  principal  place 
so  named  is  Ponte  Chianak,  the  chief 
village  in  the  S.  branch  of  the  Yal 
Yraita.  The  small  hamlet  of  Castel- 
ponte^  2  hrs.  below  Ponte  Chianale,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Val  di  Vallante 
with  the  Yal  de  Chianale,  is  also 
called  Ponte;  and  the  chalets  above 
spoken  of  bear  the  same  name. 

A  short  distance  below  the  chilets 
trees  beg^n  to  appear,  and  the  scenery 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Val  di  Val- 
lante is  yery  beautiful,  the  charm 
being  enhanced  by  its  contrast  with 
the  bare  and  savage  character  of  the 
higher  valleys  of  Monte  Viso.  From 
Castelponte  there  is  a  rongh  mule- 
path  to  Casteldelfino;  but  there  are 
footpaths  which  make  the  way  shorter 
and  pleasanter  to  the  pedestrian.  In 
9  hrs.  from  Abri6s  the  traveller  reaches 

Casteldelfino,  the  chief  village  of  the 
npper  Val  Vraita,  containing  a  poor 
Inn;  the  landlord  is  blind;  but  though 
not  to  be  recommended,  it  is  better 
.than  similar  places  in  Dauphin^.  The 
position  is  very  beautiful;  and  if  the 
accommodation  were  better,  it  would 
be  an  excellent  place  for  headquarters. 
The  VcU  VraitOf  which  runs  due  E. 
for  20  m.  from  hence  to  Venasca, 
where  it  opens  out  into  the  plain  of 
Piedmont,  differs  in  character  from 
the  neighbouring  valleys.  Being  less 
contracted,  it  has  fine  open  pastures, 
extensive  pine-forests  on  the  slopes 
of  the  mountains,  and  some  tillage  in 
the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Above  Cas- 
teldelfino it  is  separated  into  two 
branches  by  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Oran  Sioburent,  11,000  ft  in 
height,  the  highest  peak  in  the  chain 
S.  of  Monte  Viso.  The  N.  branch,  or 
Yal  di  Chianale,  leads  by  the  Col  del 
Agnello  to  Queiras  in  the  valley  of  Uie 
Guil  (Rte.  162),  or  by  the  Colde  Longet 
to  Barcelonette,  through  the  valley  of 
the  Ubaye  (Rte.  169).     Both  these 

§  asses  are  nearly  9000  ft  in  height 
*he  S.  branch,  or  Val  di  Bellino, 
communicates  by  several  passes  with 
the  valley  of  the  Ubaye.  There  is  a 
char-road  from  Casteldelfino  to  Sam' 
peyrej  about  10  m.,  the  chief  village 
in    Val  Vraita,    and    from    thence 


to  VenascOf  10  m.  farther.  Tliis  is 
distant  about  10  m.  either  from  Sa- 
luzBo,  or  from  the  stat  of  Maddalena 
on  the  rly.  from  Turin  to  Cmieo. 
Those  who  are  not  pressed  for  time, 
and  who  wish  to  see  more  of  this 
portion  of  the  Alns,  will  cross  the 
ridge  S.  of  Casteldelfino,  separating 
the  valleys  of  Vraita  and  Maira.  The 
ascent  to  the  Col  di  JElva  is  very 
beautiful,  partly  through  pine-forest, 
partly  through  open  pastures  covered 
with  rare  and  beautiful  alpine  plants. 
It  is  but  a  slight  detour  to  ascend 
nearly  due  S.,  reaching  the  ridge  a 
little  to  the  E.  of  the  actual  col.  The 
views  in  the  ascent,  and  from  the 
summit,  are  very  beautiful.  Monte 
Viso  is  of  course  the  most  conspicu- 
ous object,  but  in  many  other  direc- 
tions rugged  ranges  are  seen,  whose 
very  existence  is  unknown  to  the 
generality  of  alpine  travellers.  W. 
of  the  col  is  a  fine  rocky  peak,  the 
Pelvo  di  Elva,  just  1 0,000  ft  in  height, 
which  must  command  a  still  mier 
view.  From  the  summit  (probably 
about  7000  ft  in  height)  there  is  a 
path  leading  dovni  to  a  small  cluster 
of  very  poor  houses,  at  the  head  of 
a  ravine  which  runs  down  due  S.  to 
the  main  valley.  Like  the  Val  Maira 
itself,  these  tributary  valleys  or 
ravines  are  all  extremely  steep  and 
abrupt,  so  that  it  is  a  matter  of  labouir 
and  difficulty,  often  an  impossibility, 
to  cross  them.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  decide  in  time  whether  the 
traveller  intends  to  steer  for  Pross, 
or  Praxxo,  the  highest  village  in  Val 
Maira,  where  tolerable  quarters  are 
to  be  found,  or  whether  he  proposes 
to  reach  on  the  same  day  S.  Damiano, 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  valley,  hi 
either  case  a  considerable  detour  is 
rendered  necessary  by  the  extreme 
steepness  of  all  the  slopes  of  the 
mountains.  The  course  to  Prass  lies 
to  the  rt.  of  the  main  ravine;  that  to 
Stroppo,  the  first  village  in  the  Val 
Maira,  after  a  steep  descent,  bears 
away  to  the  1.  by  the  village  of  Eka, 
The  scenery  throughout  Gears  com- 
parison with  many  districts  of  frir 
greater  celebrity;  and  the  view  of  the 
ranges  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  fh)m  a 
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pTojecting  eminence,  which  must  be 
crossed  hj  a  short  ascent  from  the 
village  of  Elva,  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  in  this  part  of  the  Alps. 
Stroppo  lies  more  than  a  thousand 
feet  lower  than  Casteidelfino,  yet  the 
river  runs  in  a  deep  ravine  below 
which  it  has  cut  out  of  the  yielding 
strata.  Stroppo  has  a  very  small  /nti, 
of  which,  owing  to  the  landlord's  ab» 
sence,  the  writer  was  unable  to  see 
the  interior.  At  the  next  village, 
Alma^  there  are  two  /mu,  both  very 
mean,  so  that  it  is  better  to  push  on 
to  S.  Damiano,  about  3  hrs.  from 
Stroppo.  The  walk  should,  if  pos- 
sible, oe  taken  either  early  or  late,  as 
it  is  oppressively  hot  during  the  day- 
time. Yet  it  would  be  a  loss  to  pass 
such  beautiful  scenery  in  the  dark; 
ajid  the  track  is  so  extremely  rough 
that  it  would  be  disagreeable,  and 
even  dangerous  in  places  where  it  is  a 
mere  narrow  shelf  cut  out  of  a  pre- 
cipitous slope. 


47» 


8an  DcmUano  is  a  laree  and  thriving 
villM^e,  with  a  very  fairlrm,  where  a 
one-horse  vehicle  may  be  hired,  which 
will  reach  the  rl^.  stat.  at  Cuneo  in 
about  3  hrs.,  passmg  through  the  fine 
country  town  of  Dronero. 


ROUTE  166. 

CUNEO  TO  E1CB8UN,  BY  THE  COL  d'aR- 
OENTlllRE  AMD  BARCELOKETTE. 

The  Stura,  one  of  the  largest  afflu« 
ents  of  the  Fo,  which  the  traveller  to 
Nice  crosses  near  Cuneo,  or  Coni,  issues 
from  an  op^u  valley  opposite  to  St. 
Balmazio,  where  the  hign  road  to  Nice 
is  left,  and  the  course  up  the  valley 
of  the  Stura  is  by  a  very  good  roaid 
for  a  light  carriage,  which  extends  as 
fiur  as  Venadio — greatly  focilitating 
the  interoourse  wi£  this  place,  which 
is  the  principal  bourg  in  the  vallevy 
and  OTOiing  a  temptation  to  invalids 
to  visit  the  mineral  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  much  fre- 
quented. The  distance  from  St.  Dal- 
masio  to  Venadio  is  nearly  8  leagues. 

In  ascending  the  valley,  the  first 
hamlet  is  that  of  St.  Miurtino;  soon 
after  passing  it  the  Stura  appears  in 
its  deep  course  in  the  valley;  and  be- 
yond it,  rbing  abruptly  amidst  some 
pinnacled  rocks  and  precipices,  lies 
the  village  of  Rooca  Sparviera.  Fran- 
cis L  in  Ais  invasion  of  Italy  (1515) 
despatched  a  oolomn  of  cavalry  under 
Bayard  from  Brian^n  by  the  Cols  de 
Sestri^re  and  Argenti^re,  paths  where 
a  horse  had  semom  passed  before, 
which,  d^oendin^  suddenly  the  rocks 
of  Kocca  Sparviera,  surprised  the 
Papal  general  Prosper  Colonna  at 
table  in  Villa  Franca,  near  the  bead- 
water  of  the  Po,  and  made  h|m  pri- 
soner, with  a  band  ef  700  knt^ts,  his 
followers,  so  suddenly  that  he  asked 
if  they  had  dropped  m>m  the  clouds. 

Soon  alter  passing  Rocca  Sparviera 
the  road  winds  down  to  the  river, 
crosses  tiie  Stura,  and  ^oontinuee  on 
its  left  bank  almost  throughout  the 
▼alley.  The  cultivated  land  which 
borden  the  Stura  is  very  rich  and 
lumriant :  the  ehestnut  trees  are  of 
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Seat  mflgnitade ;  and  the  forms  of 
e  mountains  which  bound  the  YtJley 
are  highly  picturesque. 

About  4  leagues  from  St.  Dalmaxio 
the  traveller  reaches 

Demoni  {Ftm:  Fleur  de  Lys,  poor). 
A  town  formerly  remarkable  ror  its 
fbrt,  which  guarded  the  yallej  of  the 
Stura  and  the  communication  with 
S*ranoe  by  Uie  Col  d*Argentidre  }  it 
was  built  by  Charles  Emanuel  L  in 
the  16th  cent,  upon  the  ruins  of  an 
old  castle  which  had  been  razed  by 
the  Austrians  in  1559.  It  has  been 
memorable  for  its  sieges  in  almost 
eyery  war  between  France  and  Sar- 
dinia. In  that  of  1744,  when  the 
Spanish  and  French  armies,  com- 
manded by  the  infSeuit  Don  Philip  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  invaded  Pied- 
mont, they  forced  the  narrow  pass  of 
the  Barricades,  descended  the  valley 
of  the  Stura,  and  took  the  fort  of 
Demont  by  the  use  of  red-hot  shot. 
Afterwards  they  besieged  Coni,  and 
fbught  a  battle  which  they  won  from 
Charles  Emannel  IIL,  who  succeeded, 
however,  in  throwing  supplies  into 
the  city,  which  was  gallantly  de- 
fended. After  a  long  and  tedious  in- 
vestment, the  storms  of  autumn  and 
the  want  of  supplies — which  were  cut 
off  by  the  Pieomontese  peasantry — 
compelled  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege 
and  recross  the  Alps  towards  the  latter 
end  of  November,  when  they  sufibred 
the  severest  privations  from  cold, 
hunger,  and  fatigue.  Though  pur^ 
sued  by  the  troops,  assailed  by  the 
peasants,  and  exposed  to  storms,  yet 
they  returned  to  France,  over  frozen 
roads,  and  through  deep  snow,  with 
all  their  artillery,  and  with  a  few  guns 
taken  from  their  enemies, — the  miser- 
able trophies  for  which  they  had  sacri- 
ficed thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  treasure  :  on  their  way  they  de- 
stroyed the  fort  of  Demont.  It  was 
again  restored,  but  finally  demolished 
in  1801 ;  when  Piedmont  having  be-^ 
come  a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
guarded  the  defiles  on  the  frontiers 
of  Dauphiny  were  rased.  Since  ^e 
restoration  of  Piedmont  the  recon- 
struction of  many  has  been  oontem- 


plated,  some  b^un,  and  this  amon^ 
them.  The  mound  upon  which  the 
ruins  stand  is  situated  in  the  middle 
of  the  valley, — the  river  passing  oa 
one  ride  and  the  road  on  the  other. 
From  Demont  to 

Venadio,  the  scenery  is,  in  many 
places,  highly  picturesque, — a  charm 
for  which  it  is  much  indebted  to  the 
magnificent  old  trees  which  form  fore- 
grounds to  beautiful  views  of  the 
river  and  the  mountains;  and  these 
are  heightened  by  the  festoons  of 
vines  and  gourds  which  decorate  the 
branches.  From  the  town  of  Y enadio 
the  scene  down  the  valley  is  very  fine. 
Here  it  is  necessary  to  leave  the  char; 
but  mules  may  be  hired  for  continuing 
the  journey  up  the  valley,  and  across 
the  Argentidre  into  France.  Aboat 
an  hour  above  Yenadio  at  a  place 
called  Fbmcie,  a  ravine,  with  a  cas- 
cade at  its  entrance,  joins  the  valley 
on  the  left.  In  this  ravine,  at  an 
hoards  walk  fh>m  Plancie,  are  the 
Baihs  of  Venadio — a  very  humble  and 
sequestered  establishment.  The  ra- 
vine which  leads  to  them  is  in  some 
places  very  grand,  and  abounds  in 
cascades  both  above  and  below  the 
baths. 

Above  Yenadio  the  change  is  rapid 
to  wild  and  Alpine  scenery,  varying 
fh)m  a  road  by  the  stream  which  rip- 
ples through  quiet  meadows,  to  nar- 
row paths  which  overhang  the  course 
of  the  torrent — a  course  too  narrow 
in  the  ravine  for  a  path  by  the  river: 
it  is  Uierefi>re  carried  on  ledges  of  the 
precipices  above,  and  forms,  in  some 
places,  fearful  mule-paths  for  the  tra- 
veller's ascent  of  the  valley.  Such 
scenes  are  observed  near  Zambuoeo. 
Above  are  the  villages  of  Pied  de 
Port  and  Pont  Bemarao.  At  a  place 
called  the  Barricades — a  narrow  de- 
file, where  defences  of  the  valley  were 
formerly  erected,  and  which  was  often 
the  scene  of  desperate  conflicts — the 
road  is  carried  alone  a  shelf  of  rock 
above  the  river,  and  nas  been  cut  out 
of  the  precipices  which  darken  and 
overhang  the  ravine,  and  ofibr  an 
almost  impregnable  barrier  to  the 
passage  ox  the  valley.     Above  the 
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Barricades  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
lies  amidst  the  debris  of  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  yallej,  and  offer  a 
scene  of  wild  desolation.  Above  it 
lie  the  Tillages  of  Prajnard  and  Ber- 
sesio  ;  the  latter  is  the  principal  place 
between  the  Barricades  and  the  Col 
d'Areenti^re.  Here  accommodation 
may  be  found,  after  a  long  day's  jour- 
ney from  Coni,  preparatory  to  another 
from  Bersesio,  across  the  mountain  to 
Barcelonette. 

Bersesio,  about  4  hrs.  from  Yenadio, 
has  a  yery  tolerable  mountain  Inn. 
Abore  this  village  the  scenery  is  wild 
and  rugged,  the  mountains  presenting 
a  thousand  pinnacles  of  rock,  blighted 
and  scathed.  Still,  in  the  valley, 
barley  is  cultivated,  and  the  pastures 
are  rich ;  and  the  villages  of  Arraiti^re 
and  La  Madelaine  are  foun^  where 
there  is  a  poor  little  Inn,  Soon  after 
passing  this,  the  path  leads  abruptly  to 
the  Col  (TArgentierej  also  called  Col  della 
MaddalenOy  6700  ft  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  Before  arriving'  at  the 
crest,  the  path  skirts  a  little  lake,  the 
source  of  the  Stura,  called  La  Made- 
laine: it  is  about  600  or  700  ft.  across. 
This  lake  is  supposed  to  be  the  source 
also  of  the  Uoayette,  a  stream  on 
the  side  of  France  $  for,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  col  on  that  side, 
and  a  little  below  the  level  of  the  lake, 
a  spring — the  source  of  the  Uba^ette 
— ffushes  out :  this  spring,  it  is 
beuevedy  communicates  with  the 
lake. 

From  the  summit  the  view  is  very 
extensive,  especially  towards  France, 
looking  down  the  course  of  the 
Ubayette  towards  I'Arche,  the  fron- 
tier station  of  the  French  douane. 
L'Arche  is  nearly  3  hours  from 
Bersesio;  it  has  a  very  humble  Inn, 
but  kept  bj  civil  people.  Better 
accommodation,  however,  will  be 
found,  chez  Peneant,  at  Meyronne, 
where  there  is  a  comfortable  country 
Inn;  but  provisions  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, very  scarce.  From  L'Arche 
to  Meyronne  is  an  hour's  walk,  and 
thence  to  Barcelonette  3^  hrs.  At 
Meyronne  .there  is  an  excellent  G;uide 
to  the  neighbouring  Alps,  namea  Du- 


mas. Below  TArche  there  is  little 
interest  in  the  scenery.  The  road 
descends  through  the  villages  of  Cer- 
tamusa  and  Meyronne  to  the  junction 
of  the  Ubayette  with  the  Ubaye, 
where  two  roads  lead  into  the  Em- 
brunnais, — the  principal  following  the 
course  of  the  Ubaye  to  Barcelonette, 
the  other  leading  by  the  canip  of 
Toumoux,  the  village  of  SL  Pan], 
and  the  Col  de  Yars,  to  GuiUestre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance. 

The  scene  is  fine  from  where  these 
roads  separate.  Chatelard,  a  well- 
cultivatea  little  plain,  is  left  on  the 
rt,  and  the  roaa  passes  on  through 
Jausier.  There  is  not  much  interest 
generally  in  the  scenery,  except  at 
Jront  de  Cluse,  near  Jausier,  where 
the  rocky  defile  through  which  tho 
Ubaye  struggles  offers  some  fin« 
points  of  view. 

The  pass  of  the  Argenti^re  has  an 
historic  interest,  because  through  it 
Francis  L  penetrated  with  an  army  of 
20,000  men  (1513)  into  Italy  to  meet 
the  Swiss  and  other  foes  at  Marignan. 
They  had  got  the  start  of  the  French 
by  occupying  Susa  and  seizing  all  the 
gorges  communicating  with  the  Monts 
Cenis  and  Gen^vre,  so  that  Francis 
was  obliged  either  to  make  a  very 
great  detour  or  to  find  or  make  a 
passage  for  himself.  The  information 
of  experienced  hunters  and  shepherds 
obtained  b^  the  Signer  Soleir,  lord 
of  Morets,  induced  him  to  select  the 
passes  leaiding  from  Barcelonette  to 
the  sources  of  the  Stura  and  the 
country  of  Salure.  The  valleys  were 
explored  b^  the  Marshals  Lautreo 
and  Trivukio  and  by  Pedro  Novarro, 
who  undertook  not  only  to  conduct 
the  infantry,  but  all  the  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  72  large  pieces  and  300 
small.  This  was  successfully  achieved 
after  great  difficulty,  the  s^s  requir- 
ing to  be  swune  by  rope  from  rocK  to 
rock,  where  neither  bride^  could  be 
built  nor  rocks  blasted  by  powder; 
and  on  the  third  day  the  army  en- 
camped on  the  summit  of  the  pass. 
The  Bocher  de  St.  Paul,  near  Bar- 
celonette, which  barred  the  passage, 
was  blasted  in  a  single  day  by  P. 
Kovarro^  one  of  the  first  engineers, 
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who  practised  military  mining.  But 
this  was  the  easiest  part  of  the  task  ; 
far  more  arduous  was  it,  on  the  edge 
of  sloping  crags  smoothed  with  ava- 
lanches and  slippery  with  ice,  to  plant 
and  to  fasten  the  timber  props  on 
which  frail  bridges  could  be  reared  to 
cross  the  torrents,  and  against  the 
face  of  precipices  and  over  yawning 
gulfs,  to  erecting  scaffoldings  of  shaky 
planks  which  horses,  mules,  and  72 
heavy  cannon  could  venture  to  pass 
over.  In  some  cases  this  was  im- 
possible, and  the  only  alternative  was 
to  let  down  the  gun  by  ropes  into 
the  gorge  on  one  side  and  raise  it  up 
on  the  opposite.  All  these  and  many 
more  difficulties  were  overcome  ;  on 
the  third  day  the  army  camped  on 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  on  the  fourth 
the  obstacles  of  the  mountain  Pico  di 
Porco  were  surmounted,  and  on  the 
fifth  the  French  were  pouring  like  a 
torrent  over  the  plains  of  Saluzzo. 

Barcelonette  has  2200  Inhab.,  and  a 
very  good  Inn^  Hotel  du  Nord,  chez 
Maurin.  The  town,  on  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Ubaye,  shut  in  by  mountains — 
N.  the  Castebello,  S.  the  Roche  Pointue 
— is  better  built  than  one  would  ex- 
pect to  find  in  a  valley  so  sequestered. 
In  the  principal  street  a  fountain  bears 
a  bronze  bust  of  Ant.  Manuel,  the 
orator  of  the  Restoration. 

It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Alps  and  pasturages  of 
the  valley.  More  than  100,000  sheep 
are  pastured  in  its  communes,  which 
come,  during  the  summer,  from  the 
vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aries;  these  sheep  are 
driven  into  the  most  diiHcult  accessi- 
ble pasturages  of  the  Alps,  oflen  20 
dayr  journey.  From  their  wool 
3ome  coarse  goods,  consumed  chiefly 
by  the  inhabitants,  are  made;  there  is 
much  com  also  grown  in  the  valley; 
but  for  almost  everything  else  they 
are  indebted  to  strangers,  in  other 
valleys  or  other  countries;  it  is  not 
long  that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
has  been  practised  among  them. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans, but  little  of  its  history  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  except  in  connection  with 
that  of  Embrun,  which  has  been  bet- 


ter preserved.    It  is  known  that  it 
was  subjected  to  irruptions  by  Saxons 
and  by  Saracens,  who  made  their  way 
from  Marseilles;  these  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel;    under    Charle- 
magne France  had  the  benefit  of  a 
protecting  government.    In  the  sixth 
century,  a  convent  of  Benedictines 
established  here  did  much  to  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley;  but  all  the  wars  in  which 
Provence  has  been  engaged  have  ex- 
tended their  horrors  in  this  valley, 
and  it  was  often  liable  to  the  irrup- 
tions of  the  Saracens,  particularly  in 
the   10th  century,      from  the   14th 
century  it  was  aitemately  subject  to 
Savoy  or  France.  Amadeus  conquered 
it    in   1388  ;   it  was  re-attached   to 
Provence  b^*  Kene  of  Anjou  in  1447 ; 
it  was  again  taken  by  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  Charles  III.,  in  1537.    In  the 
middle   of  the  16th  century  the  in- 
habitants adopted  the  Reformed  doc* 
trines,  but  they  were  shortly  after 
either  forced  to  abjure  them  or  were 
-expelled  their  country. 

Napoleim  contemplated  the  con* 
struction  of  a  new  road  through  the 
valley  of  Barcelonette  to  pass  the  Col 
d'Argenti^re  and  enter  Redmont,  by 
the  Val  de  Stura.  Since  his  abdica- 
tion the  idea  seems  to  hare  been  aban- 
doned; but  its  benefits  to  20,000 
inhab.  of  the  valley,  by  the  greater 
development  of  their  energies  and  the 
increased  prosperity  of  Barcelonette, 
ought  to  nave  some  weight  with  the 
government  of  France. 

There  are  many  communications 
with    the    neighbouring    valleys    by 

E asses  in  the  mountains;  as  with  Em- 
run  by  the  Col  de  la  Vachbre,  with 
Colmar  and  Alos  (Kte.  168),  and  with 
Nice  by  the  valleys  of  the  Tinea  and 
the  Varo. 

.  Soon  after  leaving  Barcelonette, 
near  the  viUa^  of  St  Pons,  the  ruins 
of  a  castle  and  a  ch.  are  seen  in  a  fine 
situation.  The  roads  down  the  valley 
of  Barcelonette  are  in  so  wretched  a 
state,  that  the  want  of  embankments 
exposes  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley 
to  the  frequent  loss  of  communica- 
tion, from  the  destructive  efiPects  of 
the   torrents.    Not   &r  below  Bar- 


Pted^  ^  Szooy.    route  168. — maxE  to  BARCELOKEtrE, 


477 


celonette  it  is  necessary  to  ford  the 
beds  of  the  Bachelar,  the  Rio  Bour- 
don, and  other  torrents,  for  want  of 
bridges. 

The  first  lam  Tillage  below  Bar- 
celonette  is  La  ThuUes,  and  the  next, 
after  crossing  the  Ubaye  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  Meolans;  thence  down  the 
Talley  there  is  a  tolerable  char-road. 
Amiost  dreary  and  wild  scenes,  the 
general  character  of  the  valley  of  Bar- 
celonette,  there  is,  howerer,  a  striking 
exception  in  a  village,  beautifully 
Situated,  called 

Le  Latuet  {Ttm:  Hotel  de  TEu- 
rope),  the  Goshen  of  the  yalley. 
It  is  agreeably  wooded;  near  it  is 
a  little  lake  which  abounds  in  fine 
trout,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood are  fruit-trees  and  a  feitile 
soiL  A  Uttle  way,  however,  below 
the  village  the  scene  changes  again 
to  sterility.  After  crossing  a  ridge,  a 
series  of  tourniquets  leads  down  the 
pass  of  La  Tour,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
the  Chemm  Royal,  a  part  of  the  road 
in  the  valley  admirably  made;  but, 
unconnected  as  it  is  with  the  country 
above  or  below  by  any  road  so  good, 
it  is  worthless. 

Below  these  tourniquets  the  valley 
offers  some  of  its  most  wild  and 
^rand  scenes.  On  looking  back  from 
uie  path  carried  along  the  brink  of 
the  precipices  high  above  the  torrent, 
the  Ubaye  is  seen  in  its  deep  course 
issuing  from  the  defile  of  La  Tour, 
and  beyond,  the  grand  forms  of  the 
mountain  of  Cuffulion  des  TYois 
EvSques,  which  divides  the  valley  of 
Bazcelonette  from  that  of  the  Yar, 
the  scene  is  one  of  savage  dreari- 
ness. 

The  road  continues  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river  hifh  above  its  bed ;  until, 
leaving  the  side  of  the  hill  upon 
which    the   fort    of   St.  Vincent  is 

5 laced,   a  very  difficult   path    leads 
own  to  the  river,  which  is  crossed  to 
arrive  at  the  little  village  of  Ubaye. 

From  this  place,  one  road  passes 
down  by  the  river  to  its  connuence 
with  the  Durance  at  La  Brioule  ;  and 
another,  up  the  side  of  the  mountain 
to  the  Col  de  Pontis,  which  leads  to 
^vines  on  the  Durance,  in  the  high* 


road  from  Gap  to  Embrun,  which  is 
distant  from  Savines  8  m. 

From  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Pontis,  on  looking  back  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye,  the  hill  of  St. 
Vincent  is  a  strikingly  fine  object, 
surmounted  by  forts  which  formerly 
guarded  the  entrance  to  the  valley  of 
Barcelonette,  when  it  was  under  tho 
dominion  of  Sardinia.  By  a  wise  ar» 
raneement  it  was  ceded  to  France,  m 
exchange  for  the  valleys  of  Pragelaa 
and  Emmies,  when  the  states  of  France 
and  Sardinia  prudently  agreed  upon 
the  chain  of  tne  high  Alps  as  their 
line  of  demarcation. 


Einbrm, 
Fraucb.) 


(See     Handbooc    foe 


ROUTE  168. 

DIGNE,  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  DU- 
RANCE, TO  UAUCELONEITK,  13Y  COL- 
UAH  AND  AL08, 

Instead  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Gap,  the  route  of  the  dilig^enoe,  the 
traveller  who,  from  Marseilles  and 
Digne,  would  approach  the  Alps 
sooner,  may  reach  them  by  an  inte- 
resting line  of  route  either  on  horse* 
back  or  on  foot,  and  pass  through 
scenes  little  known  to  English  ram-> 
biers.  From  DignSy  a  valley  of  rather 
Alpine  charaoter,  and  therefore  wel* 
come  to  the  traveller,  who  is  glad 
to  escape  from  the  panshed  plains  of 
France,  leads  by  the  village  of  Draya 
to  the  Col  da  Tour*,  where  there  are 
fine  pasturages,  and  which  is  reached 
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in  4^  hrs.  from  Digne :  thenoe  a  path 
leads  down  through  parched  valleys, 
rather  resembling  those  of  the  north 
of  Spain  than  of  France,  to  the  village 
Chdteau  Gamier,  7  hrs.  from  Digne, 
where  there  is  a  poor  inn,  the  only 
resting-place.  From  Ch&teau  Gar- 
nier,  the  traveller  soon  reaches  the 
▼alley  of  the  Verdon,  and,  in  its  ascent, 
the  interest  increases  to  Colmar,  a 
very  small  fortified  town,  which  com- 
mands the  entrance  te  a  gorge,  and 
was,  with  Baroelonette,  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Piedmontese  govern- 
ment It  is  still  garrisoned,  and  its 
gates  are  shut  at  9  p.m.  with  as  much 
regularity  as  when  it  was  a  more  im- 
portant station.  From  ChAteau  Gar- 
nier  to  Ck>lmar  is  3^  hrs.  A  little 
above  the  town,  in  the  valley,  there  is 
a  small  intermittent  spring.  Still 
higher  up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon,  1^ 
hr.  above  Colmar,  is  the  little  town 
of  Alos^  situate  nearlpr  5000  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  in  a  high  Alpine 
valley,  surrounded  by  lofty  moun- 
tains. The  accommoaations  for  tra- 
vellers are  poor,  but  the  people  very 
obliging.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Alos  is  scarcely  known  to  English 
travellers,  but  it  well  deserves  their 
examination,  and  an  excursion  should 
be  made  to  the  Lac  tfAloSt  a  dis- 
tance of  about  4  hours.  The  route 
to  it  lies  by  the  villi^  of  Champ 
Richard.  The  lake  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  profound  in  the 
French  Alps,  though  it  is  situated  at 
the  height  of  7500  English  feet  Its 
Ibrm  is  almost  circular,  and  its  cir- 
oumliMrence  is  nearly  4  miles.  The 
Mont  Pela,  which  rises  from  the  side 
of  the  lake,  has  an  elevation  of  10,500 
feet,  more  than  3000  above  the  lake. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  in  the 
Alps  more  wild  and  sequestered  than 
the  valley  of  this  lake,  llie  sur- 
rounding mountains  are  covered  with 
snow  and  a  few  stunted  pines,  amidst 
vast  precipices  and  deep  ravines. 
Surrounding  this  retired  lake  are 
some  of  the  grand  materials  of  this 
most  picturesque  solitude.  The  lake 
is  remarkable  for  its  outlet,  which, 
after  a  course  under  ground  for 
1500    feet,  bursts    into  the   valley. 


and  after  foaming  through  a  snc- 
cession  of  cascades  meanders  in  gen- 
tleness and  beauty  through  pastu- 
rages rich  in  vegetation.  From 
Aios  to  Barcelonette  the  route  Ues 
up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon,  and  after 
passing  the  village  of  La  Foax,  and 
crossing  a  stone  brid^ne,  the  path 
to  the  Col  de  Peire,  which  divides  the 
valley  of  Verdon  from  that  of  Barce- 
lonette, this  ool  is  soon  gained.  It 
is  a  fine  pasturage  to  the  summit; 
and  from  it  a  churning  view  is  sud- 
denly presented  on  looking  up  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye.  The  oescent  to 
Barcelonette  from  the  col  is  exceed- 
ingly romantic,  leading  down  through 
a  valley  of  gre^t  TOldness  richly 
wooded.  There  is  an  excellent  path 
down  to  the  valley  of  the  Ubaye,  but 
the  descent  is  steep  and  fatiguing. 
Barcelonette  may  be  reached  on  foot 
in  7  hours  from  Alos.  The  H6tel  da 
Nord  affords  good  accommodation. 
In  descending  from  the  col,  the  valley 
of  the  torrent  Bachelard  opens  on  the 
rt,  flanked  by  grand  precipices;  it 
leads  to  St  Dalmas  le  Sauvage,  and 
thenoe  to  St  Etienne,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Tinea.  From  thence  the  tra- 
veller may  cross  the  Col  de  Mont 
Penche,  or  the  Col  di  S.  Anna,  to  the 
Baths  of  Venadio,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Stuia,  in  Piedmont  (Bte.  166). 
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de  Vara,  and  the  villages  of  Le  Serrel 
and  TEntraye ;  this  pass  is  an  easy 
one,  and  by  it  the  distance  from  St. 
Paul  to  Guillestre  is  little  more  than 
5  hrs. 

Above  St.  Paul  the  valley  narrows 
again  and  continues  like  a  ravine 
until  it  expands  into  the  communes 
of  Maurin,  a  common  name  given 
to  the  three  villages  of  Muj  asset,  la 
Barge,  and  Combremont.  The  village 
of  Migasset  is  about  4  hours'  walk 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Ubaye 
and  the  Ubayette,  and  6^  hrs.  from 
Barcelonette.  At  McQosset,  as  it  is 
possible,  it  will  be  wise  to  sleep,  and 
a  trusty  guide  should  be  engBiged  (the 
services  of  the  innkeeper  (jressy  may 
be  obtained  in  this  capacity)  to  cross 
the  Col  to  St.  Veran.  Near  Maurin 
they  have  begun  to  work  serpentine 
as  ornamental  stone,  and  between  this 
valley  and  that  of  the  Gull  serpentine 
and  oiallage  constantly  occur.  Three 
or  four  passes  across  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  lead  on  the  right  from 
this  valley  into  Piedmont.  1,  by 
the  Col  de  Maurin  into  the  valley  of 
the  Maira  to  Dronero ;  2,  by  the  Col 
de  Lautaret  and  the  Col  de  Mcdecoste  to 
Casteldelfino  in  the  Yal  de  Yraita ; 
and  3,  by  the  eastern  Col  de  Zonget, 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ubaye  to  Ponte  Chianale  TseeKte.  1 65). 
Majasset  is  the  station  or  the  Frencn 
douaniers,  who  have  in  this  valley  to 
guard  an  extensive  frontier  by  these 
passes.  A  little  above  the  lost  village 
the  traveller  arrives  at  the  small  Lao 
de  Paroi,  a  piece  of  water  which 
evidently  owes  its  origin  to  a  stupen- 
dous landslip  from  the  western  side 
of  the  valley  called  the  Costabella, 
which,  it  is  said,  descended  in  the 
1 3  th  century.  On  the  margin  of  this 
lake  rye  is  cultivated,  though  it  has 
a  very  great  elevation.  Soon  after 
passing  the  lake  and  a  series  of  cas- 
cades, the  valley  is  ascended  steeply 
for  several  miles  by  a  wild  and 
dreary  path,  bounded  by  very  lofty 
peaks,  and  terminates  in  the  patn 
that  leads  by  the  Eastern  Col  de 
Longet,  whicn  extends  over  fine  pas- 
turages, at  a  ereat  elevation,  to  a 
very  abrupt  ana  magnificent  descent 


ROUTE  169. 

BARCELONETTE  TO  BRIAN^ON,  BT  THE 
TALLET  OF  THE  UBA7E  AND  8T. 
VERAN. 

Besides  the  routes  from  the  valley 
of  the  Ubaye  to  Embrun  by  Barcelo- 
nette, by  the  Col  de  Yacherie,  and  also 
by  the  Col  de  Yars  and  Guillestre, 
there  is  another,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller may  reach  the  valley  of  the 
Guil,  and  visit  wild  and  sequestered 
scenes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Monte  Yiso;  but  the  Cuisa,  though 
not  quite  impracticable  for  mules,  is 
only  fit  for  a  pedestrian;  at  least  this 
is  the  case  witn  the  pass  of  the  Col  de 
I^oneet. 

About  2^  hrs.  above  Barcelonette 
lies  the  confluence  of  the  Ubayette 
and  the  Ubaye;  the  former  leaiding 
to  the  Col  d'Ar^ntidre,  the  latter  to 
the  Embrunnais  by  the  valley  of 
Maurin. 

The  ascent  of  the  Ubaye  leads  by  a 
deep  ravine  below  the  camp  of  Tour- 
neaux,  where  the  remains  of  redoubts 
and  intrenchments  still  mark  the  im- 
portance of  this  frontier  passaee: 
when  the  valley  of  Barcelonette  be- 
longed to  Sardinia,  this  spot  was  the 
scene  of  many  struggles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  18th  century.  A  mule 
path,  which  leads  high  above  the  rt 
Dank  of  the  river,  passes  above  the 
ravine  and  into  the  basin-shaped  val- 
ley of  St  Foul.  Before  reaching 
the  village  of  St.  Paul,  the  path  which 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Yars  to  Guil- 
lestre and  Embrun  winds  up  by  the 
deep  ravines  of  the  Rioumonas,  a 
torrent  which  descends  from  the  Col 
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into  Piedmont.  The  path  by  the 
western  Col  de  Longety  called  some- 
times the  Col  de  Cula,  is  that  which 
leads  to  St.  Veran;  it  ascends  to  the 
left,  and  divides  the  valleys  of  Man- 
rin  and  St.  Yeran.  The  ascent  is 
quite  pathless  and  often  over  patches 
of  snow;  the  crest  has  a  great 
elevation— 10,345  English  feet  (?). 
It  is  attained  in  4  hours  from 
Hajasset:  the  view  from  it  is  stu- 
pendous ;  on  one  hand  towards 
Monte  Yiso,  which  appears  quite 
dose,  and  on  the  other  to  the  Dau- 
phinj  Alps,  which  are  nowhere  so 
nnely  seen  as  from  this  point. 
Scarcely  a  trace  of  vegetation  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  summit  A  very  steep 
descent  leads,  in  2^  hrs.,  to  St.  Veran, 
a  populous  village,  placed  at  the 
great  elevation  of  6693  English  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  bein?  pro- 
bably the  highest  village,  wim  the 
same  amount  of  population,  in  Europe. 
Around  it  barley  and  rve  are  culti- 
vated ;  the  former  to  tne  elevation 
ofnearly  7000  feet. 

8t  Veran  is  situated  in  a  remark- 
ably verdant  and  well-watered  valley 
of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance, 
when  seen  for  the  first  time,  is  extra- 
ordinary ;  for,  instead  of  houses,  it 
seems  to  be  a  mass  of  space  and  scaf- 
folding ;  the  houses  are  built  entirely 
of  wood,  except  that  sometimes  they 
rest  on  a  basement  of  stone,  which  in- 
closes the  stable,  a  common  but  dirty 
practice  in  the  high  villages  of 
the  French  Alps.  Around  the 
houses  they  invariably  construct 
a  sort  of  veranda  or  gallery,  with 
a  roof  projecting  6  or  8  feet,  and 
fitted  up  >vith  the  sort  of  scaffolding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  appearance,  at 
first  sight,  to  the  village  ;  the  purpose 
of  this  scaffolding  is  to  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  dry  their  ill-ripened 
corn  under  the  shelter  of  the  project- 
ing roofs  :  their  harvests  generally 
take  place  early  in  the  autumn,  before 
the  frosts  set  in,  the  seed  having  been 
sown  in  the  July  of  the  preceding 
year.  St.  Veran  offers  no  accom- 
modation whatever  to  travellers,  un- 
less the  cure  can  be  induced  to  a£Ebrd 


hospitality.  The  filthy  habits  of  the 
people  are  most  offensive,  arising 
chiefly  from  their  custom  of  living 
with  the  cattle  in  the  stables,  and  tliis 
even  among  persons  of  property. 

The  Protestants  are  very  numeroas 
at  St.  Veran,  consisting  of  twent^'- 
four  families ;  a  Protestant  Church  has 
lately  been  erected  there  ;  but  as  the 
pastor,  M.  Ermann,  who  succeeded 
Felix  Neff,  resides  at  La  Chalpe,  the 
service  is  neither  frequent  nor  regular. 

Here  were  occasionally  exercised 
the  devoted  services  of  'Ne£^  *'  the 
modem  Apostle  of  the  Alps."  The 
Protestant  communities  of  St.  Venm, 
Foussillarde,  Frassyni^re,  Dormeil- 
leuse,  &c,  some  of  these  places  beine 
above  40  m.  apart  from  others,  formed 
the  extensive  district  where  he  la- 
boured in  his  ministry  with  a  devo- 
tion and  energy  to  which  his  health 
and  life  were  at  last  sacrificed. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St. 
Veran  is  situated  near  the  highest 
part  of  the  long  straggling  viUage. 
On  its  wall  is  cut,  '*  1041  toises  sur 
la  mer.** 

The  house  of  the  curS  adjoining  is 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  the  place. 

From  St.  Veran  an  agreeable  road 
leads  down  the  valley  to  Queuru,  a 
village  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
district  in  the  valley  of  the  Gni]« 
and  thence  to  Brian^on  (Ete.  162). 
But  if  the  object  of  the  traveller  be 
to  visit  Abries  and  the  upper^valley 
of  the  Guil,  he  may  attain  them 
through  scenes  of  grander  character 
than  those  presented  by  the  route 
through  Qneiras,  and  by  a  path  4  hrs. 
shorter  than  that  through  the  valley  of 
the  GulL  In  either  case  he  should 
not  fiiil  to  notice  a  singular  geolo- 
gical fact  near  Pra,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  torrent  descending  from 
St.  Veran.  The  slopes  have  been 
covered  with  extremely  hard  blocks 
of  the  diallage  rock  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. In  one  place  these  have  rested 
on  a  friable  slaty  limestone;  the 
weather  and  melting  snow  have  gra- 
dually washed  the  soil  from  around 
these  blocks,  which  have  served  as  a 
protection  to  that  immediately  below 
them,  and  thus  pillars,  not   unlike 
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Gothic  pinnacles,  which,  in  some 
cases,  have  an  elevation  of  100  ft., 
have  been  left,  with  these  boulders 
for  their  capitals,  presenting  on  ex- 
traordinary appearance,  witn  an  ob- 
vious origin.  A  similar  geological 
phenomenon  is  presented  in  some 
other  valleys  of  the  French  Alps, 
and  in  the  Tyrol  at  Ober-Botzen,  not 
far  from  Botzen,  in  the  valley  uf  the 
Adige. — F» 


ROUTE  170. 

BRIA.N9ON  OR  MONT  DAUPHIN  TO  GRE- 
NOBLE, BY  YAL  LOUISE  AJSD  LA 
BERARDE. 

This  work  does  not  profess  to  give 
a  complete  account  of  the  French 
Alps,  tor  which,  indeed,  the  materials 
scarcely  exist;  but  it  is  sought  in  the 
present  edition  to  direct  further  atten- 
tion to  the  magnificent  scenery  about 
the  Mont  Felvoux,  the  monarch  of 
the  western  Alps.  Nothing  but  the 
utter  want  of  decent  accommodation 
has  prevented  travellers  from  giving 
the  attention  which  it  deserves  to  a 
CH*oup  of  snowy  Alps  ranking  next  in 
height  and  importance  to  the  Bernese 
Oberland.  The  only  place  where  the 
most  moderate  degree  of  comfort  can 
be  expected  is  at  Yenos,  which  is 
inconveniently  distant  from  the  higher 
part  of  the  range ;  elsewhere  the 
traveller  must  in  every  sense  be  pre- 
pared to  rough  it. 

The  best  mode  of  approaching  the 
higher  peaks  of  the  Felvoux  is  by  Val 
Louise,  on  the  S.E.  side.  The  village 
called  VilU  de  Val  Louise,  about  4  hrs. 
from  Brian9on,  1^  hr.  by  a  rough 
char-road  from  Abetsi  on  the  great 


road  to  Gap,  has  a  poor  and  dirty 
Inn,  with  very  rough  quarters.  The 
village  may  also  be  reached  in  a  char 
in  about  4  hrs.  from  Guillestre. 

"  The  ascent  of  the  Grand  Pelvoox 
may  be  made  from  Val  Louise.  Pierre 
Claude  Semiond,  guide,  of  Le  Clos, 
asserts  that  he  reached  the  summit 
with  General  Durand.  He  knows 
the  country  well,  but  is  an  indifferent 
mountaineer." 

*'  To  gain  the  summit  it  is  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  night  under  a  rock 
called  tne  Cabane  des  Bergers  de 
Provence.  The  valley  is  ascended 
at  TAlefred,  2^  hrs.  from  the  Ville, 
where  milk,  butter,  and  block  bread 
may  be  obtained.  After  ascending 
the  Combe  de  Sasseneire  some  little 
distance,  the  traveller  climbs  up 
the  rocks  on  his  rt,  and  reaches 
the  Cabane  easily  in  2  hrs.  from 
TAlefred.  This  so-called  Cabane, 
between  7000  and  7500  ft.  above 
the  sea,  is  by  no  means  an  agreeable 
resting-place.  From  thence  it  is 
believed  that  the  peak  called  Grand 
Pelfxmx  may  be  easily  reached  in  6  to 
8  hrs.  But  it  is  probable  that  this  is 
not  the  highest  point  in  the  group. 
An  attempted  ascent  by  the  writer 
was  defeated  by  bad  weather  half-way 
between  the  Cabane  and  the  summit 

"  In  the  Ccmbe  de  Sasseneire  below 
the  Cabane  is  the  cave  called  the 
*  Balme  Chapela,*  where  the  Protest- 
ants of  Yal  tiouise  were  destroyed  at 
the  time  of  the  Yaudois  persecutions." 

Several  passes,  for  the  most  part 
very  hish  and  rather  difficult,  lead 
from  Y^  Louise  into  the  neighbour- 
ing valleys.  The  principal  of  these 
are — 1,  the  Col  d* ArgentHre,  leading 
to  the  valley  of  the  Drac;  2,  Col  de 
VEchavda  to  Monestier;  3,  the  Col  de 
la  Tempe,  leading  to  La  Berarde,  in 
the  valley  of  St.  Christophe,  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  Mont  Pelvoux,  a  high 
and  difficult  pass.  La  Berarde  may 
also  be  reached  from  Yal  Louise  by 
the  Yal  Godemar  and  the  Col  de  Sais. 

Professor  Forbes  has  given  an 
account  of  his  passage  of  the  Col  de 
Sais.  Like  the  last,  it  is  merely  a 
hunter's  pass,  fit  only  for  practised 
mountaineers.     He  reckons  6^  hrs* 
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from  La  Berarde  to  reach  the  sum- 
mit, oTer  10,000  feet  abo^e  the  sea. 
La  Berarde,  the  highest  hamlet  in  the 
Yallej  of  St.  Christophe,  contains  a 
very  poor  Inn,  Besides  those  already 
mentioned,  seTeral  other  passes  di* 
ver^e  from  here.  The  only  guide 
well  acquainted  with  the  high  moun- 
tains around  is  the  youneer  Bodier, 
who  makes  unreasonable  demands  for 
his  services.    About  4  hrs.  below  La 


Berarde  is  Yenos,  where  there  is  a 
very  fair  /nn,  the  only  one  in  the 
district. 

The  scenery  of  the  yaUey  of  St. 
Christophe  is  of  the  grandest  cha- 
racter, and  extremely  well  rewards 
those  who  explore  it.  About  4  hrs. 
from  Yenos  is  Bourg  d'Oysans  (Rte. 
159).  There  is  a  pass  from  the  tII* 
lage  of  St.  Christophe  to  La  Qrare 
by  the  Yal  du  Diable. 
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%*  In  order  to  flusllitata  referenee  to  the  Roates,  moet  of  them  we  repeated  in  the  Index  twlee  9 
thus,  Okmbta  to  ChamoanI  1«  alao  mentioned  nnder  the  heed  Cliamonni  *  to  Genera. 
Soeh  revened  Roatee  ue  mulied  in  the  Index  with  u  aiteriak  to  diatinguieh  t^em. 


Am,  river,  67, 108, 109 

AJlM,  river,  »,  10,  15, 17. 77,  93, 

9ft,  99^  lAl.    Hoarce  of,  99. 

Olaeient  99 
— ,  lUta  or,  99 
,  innetion  of,  with  Llnunat 

uuf  Ream,  17 
Aaran,  16 
Aarben;,  9, 101 
Aarbaig,  IS 
Abbaye.  168 
Abbondio,  St.*  810 
AbeaK,  481 
Aboodanee,  eol  d*,  IM 
Abiieolla,  865 
Afariea,467 
— —  to  Cnneo,  471 
Adda,  £80,  318 
Adelboden,  129, 188 
Adler  paaa,  885 
Adliswyl,  47 
Ael.  Pont  d',  417 
AMglaehhoxn,  104.  Eaennlona 

from,  106 
Aemen,  808 
Aeaeh,  7 
Aeaehl,  81, 188 
AlTolten,  48 
Agaro,  9U5 
Agaai^  I^feaaor,  hnt  of,  99  ; 

museamof,  158 ;  onglacief% 

^  16 
Agnello,  eol  del,  478 
Agnce  of  Hangary,  1 7,  88 
Agno,  river,  315 ;  village,  816 
Agricnltnre,  xlviii,  Uii 
Algle,  r,  143, 187 
Aigaebelle.  438  , 

Aiguebellette,  438 

,  lake,  439 

Aigneblanche,  449 
Aimaville,417.    ChAtean,378 
Aimtf  (Axnma),  450 
Airolo.  180 
Aix  lea  Bain*,  438 
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Aix  lea  Baina  to  Lvona,  488 
— •  to  CJeneva,  438 

to  Chambiry,  43ft 

Alagna,  880,  340 

*  to  Varall<^  889 

Albena,  487 

Allicrt,  emperor,  murdered,  17 

Albertvllle,  431 

Albinen,  village  of,  188 

Albia,  34,  47 

Albbbmnn,  48 

Albmn  paaa,  805 

Albnla  river,  886,  869,   871. 

Pe8N,871 
Alby,  487 
Alefted,  481 
Alelaeh  glader,  104 
Aletachom,  185, 184 
Alevard,  baths  of,  448 
Algaby,  GaUerie  d',  808 
Air  Acqna,  809 
AUalein  glacier.  386 

pwa,  837,  Sftft 

Allamana,  416 

AUm  Blanebe,  406 

Allemon^  valley,  458 

Allmagell,  886 

AUnea,  valley,  45ft 

Alma,  478 

Aloe,  478.    Lae  d',  478 

Alp  horn,  xlviii,  91     ' 

Alpbaeh,  93 

Alpe  Veglia,  808 

Alpenaee,  824 

Alpenstock,  xxxiv 

Alphnbel,  837 

Alpine  travelling,  dangers  of, 

XXXV 

AIpinala,Jnlla,150 
Alpnach,    66.     Lake   o^    66. 

Slide  of,  66 
Alps,  panoramas  of,  xxxviii. 

Near  viewa  of,  xxxix.  Roads 

over,  1. 
Alps  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy, 

999 
Alt  St,  Johaan,  887 
Altels,  130 
Altenberg,  78 
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Altorf,  114 

Altstetten,  48, 813,  884 

Alvenen,  871 

Ambdrien,  164 

Am  Rett,  343 

Ambin,  mont,  44T 

Ambnhl,  110 

Amden,  38 

Amedens  Vm.  of  9avoy,  19S 

Ammertenthal,  186 

Amphion,  194 

Amsteg,  115 

toDisent]s,849 

Andeer,  858 

to  Caaaoeia,  868 

Andelflnjgen,  88 
An  der  Lenk,  136 

Andermatt,  117 
I  Anetorlns,  151 

Angera,  castle^  311 

Angrogna,  valley  and  village 
ol,  465 

Anneey,  436 

le  Vienx,  437 

,  lake  of,  437 

Annemaaw,  391 

Anniviers,  val  de,  198.  360 

Anselm,  birthplace  ana  grave, 
871 

Anteme,  ool  de,  894 

cbAlett,414 

Antey,  358 

Antigorio,  val,  808 

Auurona,  val,  336 

Ansa,  830,  331 

Ansaica,  val,  830 

Anieindas,  196 

AOSTA,  369 

*^*  to  Turin,  368 

•  to  Martigny,  376, 384 

— — *  to  Martigny  by  the  vat- 
ley  of  BaKnes  and  col  dee 
Fen8uea,384 

—  to  Bonrg  St.  Uaxutoe, 
485 

— —  to  Evolena,  368 

toPonte,  417 

— —  to  Lanalebourg,  487 

Aosta,  val  d',  873,  417 
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▲OUST. 

Aoaet,  357 

Appkhzkll  oaxtow,  221.  Vil- 
lage, 284 

Appeniell*  to  St.  Gall.  224 

Aqaedoet,  Rouuii,  remains  of^ 
S58 

Arbedo,  121 

Arbon,  27 

Are,  valley,  442, 44S,  458 

Arche,  1',  476 

Ardeu,  276 

Ardon,  192 

Arsnenbei^  24 

AxgegjM,  320 

A^endere,  410,  475 

— ,  col  de,  475 

ArgoTte,  16 

ArietU,  col  d%  419 

Arly,  valley  of  the,  431 

Arsfey  in  Switzerlaad,  xllz 

Arnand,  Henry,  4-18 

Amaz,  col  d*,  454 

Amen,  lake  of,  143 

Arnold  of  Brescfa  at  Ztirieh,  82 

Aroletta,  Croix  de,  425 

AxoUa,  368 

Arona,  197,  810 

— —  to  Novara,  310 

to  Varallo,  323 

Arpenas,  Nant  d',  392 

Arpitotta,  361 

Arth,  41 ;  aacent  of  the  Big! 
from,  42 

Arvan,  val  d*,  456 

Arve,  junction  with  the  Rhone, 
173 

-— ,  Talley  of,  391,  393 

Arveron,  source  uf  the,  401 

Arves,  col  d',  456 

Anrier,  372 

Aacona,  309 

Attinghanaen,  109,  114 

Attbin,  St.,  156 

Aubonne,  178 

Aue,  240 

Attf  der  Pltth,  caatle  of;  107 

Auf  der  Frutt,  207 

Auf  der  PUtte,  354 

Aufnau,  itfle  of,  35 

Aogat,20 

Aogosta  Pnstorla,  871 

AuTpli,  193 

AuMOia,  col  d*,  495 

Auvernier,  156,  161 

AvALANCHRs,  Ixiii,  85,  97,  119 

Avenches,  149 

Aven^on,  rtTcr,  195 

Avent,  195,  197 

Aventicum,  149 

Averole,  val  d',  454 

Avema,  val,  262 

Avril,  mont,  387 

Ayaa,  val  d*.  845;  village,  846 

A  vent,  137 

Ayer,  361 


BATHS. 


B. 

Baar,  40 

Baehalp,  90 

Bachtel,  36 

Baden, 18 

Bi&dermooe,  140 

Bagnes,  valley  and  Inundation, 

8(»4 
B£le,l-6 
Balen,  337 
Balema,  315 
Balliswyl,  144 
BallHn,  829,  833 
Balme,  la,  38i«,  892,  428 

,  col  de,  393,  443 

,  Grotte  de.  392 

Balmnceia,  329 
Ralmwand,  240 
Balaille,  463 
Biilzera,  2x1 
Banio,  388 

Barberine,  cascade,  410 
Barcelonette,  476 

to  Brian^on,  479 

Bard,  fort,  368 
Bardon^he,  valley,  461 
Baige,  470 
Barnard, Geo.,  views  of  Switier> 

land,  xl 
Barranca  pass,  338 
Barricades,  pass  of  the,  474 
Uarthel^mi,     St.,     val,     369. 

Chaleta,  453 
Basel,  1-6 
Basli,  1.  Cathedral,  2.  Gnan- 

eil  of,  2.    Dance  of  Death,  2. 

Collection  of  the  works  of 

Holbein,  3.  Public  library, 

4.     Univershy,    4.      Rath- 

haus,  4.    History,  5.    Rail- 
ways, 6.    Environs,  6 
Basle'  to  Berne,  by  the  Mun> 

aterthal,  6 

by  rail.  T8 

to  SehalThauaen  and  Gon- 

stance,  19 
to  Soleure  and  Blenne,  by 

rail,  9 
— —  to  Lucerne*  12 

to  Zurich,  16 

Basle  Campagne,  5 
Ha^accourt,  9 
Baths  generally,  1 
Baths-  '. 

Alevard,  443 

Alveneu, 271 

Andeer,  258 

Baden,  19 

Bernardino^  St.,  267 

Brida,  454 

Craveggla,  814 

Crodo,  209 

Pideria,  281 

Gaia,  228 

Gervais^  St.,  898 


BELLELAT. 

Batbs— 

Grange  (Grenehen),  IS 

Gumigei,  142 

Heiorichabad,  225 

lAvey,  189 

Leak,  181 

Martino,  S.,  273 

Moneitier,  459 

Merits,  St.,  269 

Morgin,  194 

Nydelbad.  35 

Peiden,  253 

Pfeffera,  214 

Pie  St.  Didier,  373 

Prese,le^280 

Reichenbaeh,  92 

Roaenlaui,  91 

Sue,  la,  374 

Schintsnach,  16 

Sernens,  282 

Stachelberg,  236 

Venadk),  474 

Vincent,  Su  369 

Weissenbnrg,  139 
Bfttie,  castle    of  la,   190^  44S. 

VUlage^  449 
BaUles— 

ArbedOk  122 

Bodio,  121 

Buttisholi,  15 

Domsch,  6 

Grandson,  1 66 

St.  Jacob,  6, 18 

Kappel,  48 

Laupen. 144 

Morat,U9 

Morgaiten,  230 

Nafels,  234 

SaUbeitraad,46I 

Sempach,  14 

the  Trient,  190 

Zurich,  29 
Bears  of  Beme^  75 
Baveno,  307 
—  to   the  lake  of  Como, 

816 

toVaxalhH  326 

Bayard,  death  of,  324 

— —^  chAteau,  442 

Beatua,  St.,  79 

Beaufort,  Maxime  de,  407, 431 

.valley  of,  431 

BecdeBo«aona,36l 
Becca  di  Nona,  872 
BeckenrlsA,  62,  67 
Beckiatoek,  287 
Beckwith,  Gen.,  464 
Bedagio,  816 

Bedretto,  val,  120, 209.    Ham- 
let, 210 
Bel  Air,  18S 
Bel  alp,  107 
Belgirate,8IO 
Bellaggio,  820 
Bellaluna,  271 
Bellano,  322 
Bella  Tola.  860 
BelUval,  val  de,  407 
Bellegarde,  164,  174 
BelleUy,9 
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BELLSRIYE. 

BelleriTe,  7 
Belleville,  Tal  de,  4ft» 
Bellino,  val  dl,  47S 
Bellotta,  plain  of,  42S 
Belvedere,  mont,  499 

——to  Magadino  or  Locarno, 

819 
^—  to  Lugano,  by  Mont  Ce- 

nere,  314 
B^rancer,  aiguille  de,  40tt 
Beraide,  la,  489 
B^r6«il,  900 
BergUD,  971 

Berganeretein  paaa,  971 
Berlingen,  94 
Bernard,  St.,  account  of  381 ; 

birthplace,  437 
BfBHABD,  St.,  Gbkat,  peas  of, 

376.   Ho6]^,  378.  Momie, 

389 
^  LlTTLK,  499 

Bernardino, St., p«H,9<5.  Vil- 
lage, 967 

BsRNx,  79.  History  of,  76. 
Fountains,  73.  Clock,  73. 
Bernese  Alps,  74.    Minster, 

74.  Masenm,  74.  Library, 
73.    ChariUble  Institutions, 

75.  Bnndes  Rathhaus,  73. 
Bears,  75.  Promenades,  76. 
Passports,  76 

to  'riiun,  77 

— —  to  Lausanne  (and  Vevay)^ 
by  Freyfaurg,  144 

^^  to  Lausanne,  by  Horat, 
148 

?— — •  to  Lucerne,  71,  79 

— •  to  Neuchfitol,  161 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  77 

Bemina  pass,  977.  Alps, 
977. 

Bersesio,  475 

Bertha,  queen  of  Burgundy, 
150 

Berthier,  Marshal,  15ti 

Berthtillet,  the  chemist,  birth- 
place of,  437 

Beiwiins,  454 

Beese,  457  .,^.,  ■     • 

Betta  Furca,  S46 

Bettelmatt,  S07 

Bevaix,  156 

Bevers,  975.    Val,  971  • 

B^vieux.  195 

Bex,  187 

to  Sion,  by  the  Diablv- 

rets,  195 

Bianea,  val,  331 

Bexa,  Theodore,  IT» 

Biasea,  199 

Biberbriicke,  928 

Bibeiegg,  931 

Bied,  159 

Bieberlse,  11 

Biel,  6 

Biella,  866 

Bien,  495 

Bienne,  8 

or— *toBtale,9 


B0680198. 

Bienne  to  Berne,  9 
— « to  Neuchfitel,  155 

toYverdun,  155 

,  lake  of,  155 

Btetschhorn,  125 

Bifertenbach,  937 

Bifertenstock,  937 

Bi^Tuaoo,  908 

fiilliat.  164 

Binnen,  905 

Binnenthal,  906 

Biona,  363 

Bionnassay,  glacier  of,  406 

Bionnay,  406 

Bironioo,  407 

Birr,  18 

Bin,   valley  of   the,    6,    19. 

Source  of,  8 
Bisbino,  monte^  821 
Bisi  Thai.  938 
Bifisone,  315 
Bivio,  or  Stalla,  96» 
Black  Forest,  20 
Blaise,  St.,  156 
Blaitidre,  glacier,  404 
Blakenstocky  109 
Blanc,  moot,  403 

,  lake.  447 

Blankenburg  oastle,  140 

Blegno,  val,  199,  959 

Klinneo,  valley,  905 

Blonay,  castle,  183 

Blum  I U  Alp,  125 

Bobbio,  466 

Boccareooio  pssa,  90<^ 

Bocke,  40 

Itoden  See,  96 

Bodio,  121 

Bodmenalp,  924 

Boilmer.  castle,  981 

B<^hy,  Korge  of,  lo9 

Boigiie,  Gen.de,  441 

Bois,  401 

ISolegno,  monte,  867 

Boltingen,  140 

Bonavauz, 417 

BondergrMt,  199 

Bonbomme,  col  du,  407 

Bon  Nant,  cascade  du,  898 

Bimnet,  WS 

BonnevMl,  494,  458 

Bonneville,  391 

Bondo»  castle,  979 

Bondoler,  val,  906 

Bonnivard,  185 

Boostetten,  48 

Borca,339 

Bordeau,  485 

Bo^ne,  rivei,  864 

BorgnoBe,  319 

Borgnmanero,  898 

Borgo  Sesia,  324 

Bormio,  976 

Boraes,  mont  des,  486 

Borromean  iriands,  307 

Borromeo,  San  Carlo,  statue, 

311 
Bosco  del  Roeo,  490 
BoMes,  890 
Boasons,  glacier,  394 


BUCaONC. 

Botanical  Gardens :  Bern",  73; 

Geneva,  168;  Zurich,  31 
B($UlingeB,114 
Boudri,  156 
BougT,  Signal  de,  179 
Boulders.  Iz,  8,  153,  173 
Bouquetina,  Dent  des,  364 
Bourff  d'Oysans,  458 

St.  Maurice,  497,  430,  451 

Mont  Genevre,  461 

Bouxget,  lac  du,  433 
Bours,  val  di,  349 
Bout  du  Monde,  441 
Bottvemier,  377 
Bouveret,  194 
Bovarease,  160 
Bosel,  valley,  450.  454 
Boxingen,  19 
Bramans  Fort,  444 
Bramoia,  364 
Bramegg,  pass,  71 
Branchier,  St.,  877 
Braasus,  le,  164 
Brannegg,  castle  of,  18 
Bregaglia,  val,  961,  x72 
Bregens,  27,  991 

to  Coire.  990 

Breginier  Ach,  991 

Breithom.  354 

Bremgarten,  9 

Bren,  184 

Brenets,  lae  des,  1 63 

Brenva  glacier,  376 

Breuna,  col  de,  369 

BreUye,  144 

Breti<^,  1ft  1 

Breuil,  357 

Breven,  400 

Brevieres,  459 

Breion,  mont,  891 

Brian^on,  460 

to  Sosa,  by   the    Mont 

Oenevre,  460 

to  Pignerul,  4»9 

—  to  Grenoble,  481 
Brida,  454 
Bridoire,  439 
Brieg,  199  , 
Brienx,  94 

,  lake  of,  94 

Brienzergrat,  94 

Brigels,  948 

Briskago,  310 

Bristen,  249 

liristenstock.  65. 115 

Broeked(m,    fVm,^    quotations 

from,  909,  380,  384,  408 
Brothansi,  139 
Brougfaton,  grave  of,  189 
Broye,  river,  1ft  1 
Brogg, 16 
BruKgen,  210,295 
Brunegghom,  859 
Brunehilde,  queen,  169 
Briinig,  pasa  of,  65 
Brunnen,  69 
Brusio,  980 
Brussone,  846 
Bucdaleito,  338 
Buccione,  893 
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BUBT. 

Bnet,  394,404, 410,414 

Baffidom  paa,  S74 

Bakten,  \S 

Bulle,  14t 

BamplfttSi  144 

BontKhi,  IS9 

Buoohs,  67.    Oair  of,  M 

BnonAptrte,  868,  870,  88f 

Batekhardt;  birthpl«o«,  » 

Biirfdorf,  1& 

Biuglen,  114,839 

Bosiigny,  1&7, 179 

Battier,  388 

BattUiols,  15.  EngliA  tar- 
low  near,  15 

BiUMch,  853 

Braoir,  Lobd,  Ua  daacrlptfon 
of  tbe  Alpa  aa  aeen  from  tfaa 
Jura,  zzzviil.  On  the  fUl  of 
the  Roasberg^  ft5.    HiaSwiaa 

{  tour,  67, 141.  Linea  on  the 
OMoaiT  of  Moral,  149.  On 
Lake  Leman  in  a  calm,  176. 
In  a  atorm.  176.  Cluena, 
INS.  Bonniirud,  18».  Chil- 
Ion,  185 


0. 


GaIM,S80 

Ckoeia,  monte  della,  831 
Cadenabbia,819 
GUUe,  pont  de  la,  485 
OalfMMn,  8b8 
Calaaea,8Sl 
Calnao,  866 

Calvary :  .'Homo,  908 ;  Tamllo, 
884 ;  Locarno,  818 ;  Orta,  887 
Calvin,  Joku,  at  Geneva,  171 
Oama,868 
Camaaoo,  899 

Gamp  of  Prince  Thomaa,  488 
Campea,val,  419 
Campello^  col,  388 
Camperio,  858        ^ 
Gampertoipio,  899 
Campfear,  lake*  874 
Gampiglia,  419 
Campiolo,  331 
Gampo  Dolcino,  961 
Canarla,Ta1,  180,851 
Canave«e,  867 
Candano  pam,  880 
Ganero,  3L0 
Gknkml,  268 
CanobbiOk  310 
Gapolaffo,815 
Gaprino,  monte,  817 
Careoforo,  339 
Gaidinel  paai,  860 
Carottfe,  151 
Oarro,  ool  de,  484 
Camoeia,  858,  878 
Gaiteldelflno,  478 
Oartelponte,  478 
rbwina.  val,  876 
Gaatawgna,  878 


OBAMFOBGHBR. 

Ckstelmnr.  caatle,  818 
GartiKlione,  331 
Gathedrala— 

Aoato,  871 

Ba^,  8 

Berne,  74 

Chamlrfrv,  441 

Colra,8lA 

8tOaU,811    \ 

Geneva,  167 

Laoaanne.  180  ' 

Manrienne,  448     ^ 

8k>n,  198 

Soleore,  10 

Znrieb,89 
Gaoaenea,  4t3 
Gkvaiflia,  880 
Celerina,  970 
Genia.  moat,  445, 446.  Timnel, 

444. 

to  Soaa,  446 

— ^  Little,  447 
Genere,  monte,  814 
GentovalU,  311 
Gentron,  450 
Geppo  MorelU,  831 
Gereaio,818 
Gereaol,  483  -^ 

Gerxnea.  St.,  178 
Cernobhio,  380 
Cbbtiii,  Mont,  848, 35« 

Pk«  01^357 

Ceaanne,  461 
Gevio,  314 
Ghaam,  48 
Gbablala,  198 
Chablea,  384 
Ghaiaea-i-pofteaiB,  zzviU 
Ghaldar,  Jean,  858 
Chileti  and  prntarafaa,  UI 
Ghallant.  val,  345 
Gballex,  164 
Chalpe,  la,  468 
Ghalnat,8 
Chamhave,  869 
Chamhiry,  440 

*  to  Geneva,  438 

to  Turin,  449 

•  to  Pont  Beanvoialn,  440 

-—  to   Lanalebourf  ,  by  the 

Gol  d'beran,  449 
Cbambrelieu.  158 
CBamouki,  895.     Exearaiona 

around,  897 

•  to  Geneva,  890 

to  Martigny,  by  the  Tite 

Noire,  410 

•  to  the  Col  de  Balme,  418 

to  Coormayenr,   by  the 

Gol  du  Bonhomme  and  the 

ColdelaS<eigne,405 
Ghamoonet,  443 
Champagny,  455 
Gliamp^,  valley  and  lake,  877, 

411.  Village,  411 
Ghamp£ry,  194,  416 
Champlaa,  468 
Champmont,  eaatle  of,  157 
Champoroher,  Tal  and  eol,  368, 

480 


CLAIRES. 

Ghampiee,384 

Ghandolln,  138 

Ghapean,401 

Chapia,  428 

Ghapift,407 

Charamillan,  418 

Charlea  the  Bold,  149,  156 

C:harmoz,  aiguille  de,  399 

Charpentier  (the  notaimllat), 

grave  of,  187 
Chara^^bMic,  xziU 
Charvenaod,  378 
Ghaawral,  moot,  8,  189 
Ghat,  mont  da,  438 
Ghiteaa  Oaniier,  478 
Cbitean  d'Oez,  140 
— -toAigle,  I4t 

Qoart,  869 

Ghfttel  St.  Denis,  148 
CUttnlard,  183,  418, 47A 
Gltfttelet,  455 
ChdtiUon,869 

*  to  Zermatt,  356 

to  Aoata,  369 

Chanmont,  mont,  153 
Chanmtf,  149 
Chanx  de  Foods,  158 
GhavaMa,4I9 
Ghavonnei^  144 
Chavomay,  157, 163 
Gheemit,  eol  de,  375 
Gh«de,  393 

,  lac  do,  384 

Cheminfe,  la,  401 
Gheiaaea  tonent,  808 
Chermontane,  387 
Gh^ron,  river,  487 
Gheeaea,  Swim,  140^  141,  141^ 

160,835 
Chcaeanz,  188 
Gheeery,  eol  de^  18S 
CheanobSOl 
Gh&i^rea,  144 
Ghetif,  mont,  375,  409 
Ghiville,  ool  de.  195 

,  chAleCa  of,  198 

Chevii^,  eol  dob  458 
Ohezbrea,!^ 
Gbiamuff,  eaatle,  877 
Ghiareggio,  873 
CAiooraao,  861 

*  to  Splngen,  861 

to  Samaden,  by  Am  Mb^ 

loya,  878 

to  Leoeo,  381 

Chlem,  873.  880 

Ghignin,  caatle  of.  449 

Ghillon,  eaatle  of,  189 

Ghivaaw,  366 

Ghivel,  atream,  135 

Obonex,  417 

Ghrinen,  137 

Ghriatophe,  St^  valley,  481 

Cburfllraten,38 

Ciampanella,  480 

Gima  de  Jaal.  333, 353 

CImea  Blanche^358 

Giraue  d'AnnllMl,  48» 

Glatrte,ool,  447 

» river,  460  / 
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CLAIX« 

Gaix,  la,  457 

Clapier  de  U  Tnlenta,  434 

Cluens,  188 

Clarlden  alps,  840 

—  Giat.  ll^m 
Clefen,  S61 
Gloa,  col  dn,  426 
Clow,  la,  paai  of,  160 
ClnMi,  891 
Quaoiie,  468 
Coblanx,  80 
Codera,  torrent,  888 
Codfaie,  monte,  888 

Coovx,  val  de,  417.  VlUago,  418 

Cognin,  440 

CoiBB,  818 

— -•  to  Pfeffera  batha,  818 

— —  to  Dbentia  and  Ander- 

matt,  by  tho  Voider  iUiein> 

tbal,846 
^'—  to    Samaden,    by    the 

Jnlier.  868 

—  to  Samaden  in  the  Rnga> 
dine,  by  the  Albnla,  871 

—  to  Spltlgen.  by  the  Via 
Mala.  864 

— —   to   Cbiav«Bna,   by   the 
8pliigen,864 

—  to  Suaa.  881 

to  DavoaPlas  and  Kloa- 

ten,  888 
Coiae,443 
Colarin.  colde,4ft4 
Cotieo,382 
Collon,  ool  de,  363 
Colma,  eol,  828 
Colmar,  478 
Cologny,  193 
CSolumbier,  156 
Coluiet,  488 
Combal,  lake  of,  409 
Comballaa,  143 
Combe  de  Cogne,  485 
— —  de  Gavet,  458 
"—  de  Saaseneln>,  481 
— —  de  SaToie,  481 
CombetU,  Pointe  de,  345 
Combin,  mont,  887 
Combloa.  430 
Como,  816,  381 

,  lake  oi;  318 

Conciae,  156 

Conflana,  431 

Conflona,  858 

ConrrAiroB,  84.    Great  eoan- 

eil,  85 
-^UkeoC  26 

—  — — ,  ateamert  on  the,  86 
— ^  to  Basle,  19 

*  to  Schafrhauaan.  S3 

Contaminea,  406 
'Conthey,  197 
Gonto,  monte^  878 
CottTera,  158 
Conversion,  la,  148 
Coppet.  178 
Corbaniire,  glacier,  384 
Coreelles,  156,  158 
Coienno,  33X 
Cornare,  849 


DARD, 

Gonier,  198 

Cortalllod,  156 

Coaaonay,  168 

Costume,  zlvlli 

G6te,  la.  179 

Cotton*worka  in  Val  d'Oreo, 

481  ;  at  Anneey,  486 
Goucy,  Engoenandde,  deftat 

of,  15 
Courmayenr,  373 

*  to  Turin,  366 

— *  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col 

Perrex,  888 

to  St.  Maurioe,  488 

•— *  to  Chamouni,  by   the 

Allie  Blanche,  405 
Courgn^.  481 
Couirendelin,  Y 
Court,  7 
Coavet,  160 
Coux,col,  416 
CooSf  caaeade  of,  440 
Corerdale,   Milea,  printa  the 

flrst  Bngliah  Bible  at  Zurich, 

38 
Craealery.  lake,  455 
Ciamont,  mont,  374 
I  Omveggia,  806,  314 
,  Cremenz,  361 
Cresta,  968.  270 
Crete  Stehe.  ool  de,  368 
Cretinism,  IxvU 
Ckenzde  Vent,  161 
Crevasses,  Iviii 
Crevols,  «03 
Criner  Fuiea,  808 
Crlaehooa,  St.,  6 
Crisaolo,  Tillage  of;  470 
Criapalt.  849 
CriauUina,  val,  858 
Croce.  Sta.,  878 
Croeione.  monte,  319 
Grodo,  809 

Croix,  ool  de  la,  138,  143, 466 
— —  du  Bonhomme,407 

de  Penillette,  451 

k  Ste,  157 

Croveo,  805 
Crnaeillea,  435 
CuKuUon,  mont,  477 
Cula,  ool  de,  480 
Cnllv,  183 
Culox,  164,  438 
Cnneo  to  Embrun,  473 
Curaglia,  858 
Cure,  1 
Cofltom-hooaeB,  zi,  303 


Daehsen,88 
Oachafelden,  8 
Dagmersellen,  14 
Data,  river,  131,  133,196 
Dalmario,  St.,  474 
Bamiano,  San,  473 
Dance  of  Death,  8 
DaiO,  eaaciLde  du,  397 


DOKOO. 

Darentaala.  ane.,  450.  Site  of, 

454 
Datschboeh  waterlkll,  109 
Dauben  See,  130 
Danpfain,  le,  458 

^  mont,  fort  of,  467 

Dav6a,288 

DavOsthal,  871 

Davy,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

Daaio  Grande,  180 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  99 

Qebicle.  384 

Deoandolle,  grave  of,  178 

Dilimont,  7 

Demont,  474 

Dent  Blanche,  eol  de  la,  354 

du  Chat,  433 

— ~  de  Jaman,  pass  of,  141 

du  Midi,  194,417 

de  Morcles,  188 

^— de  Vanlion.  163 
Derborenae,  lake,  1 96 
Derochirir,  col  du,  414 
DevU'a  Bridge,  115 
Devero,  val,  805 
Diablereta,  196 
Diavoleam  Pfeas,  278 
Didler,  St.,  378,  488 
Diemtigen-thal,  135 
Diessenhofen,  83 
Dietftarth,  886 
Dietikon,  19 

Digne  to  Bareelonette,  477 
Diligences  in  Switxerland,  zi 
Dill,  hia  l^ooramie  Views  of 

the  Alpa,  76 
Diodati  Campagna,  174,  198 
Diosa,  torrent,  394.  414 
Directtont  j&r    traic^ing   in 

Swritzerland.  9  18 
Diaentia,  84 1,848;  abbey,  848 
— — *  to  Reiehenau,  846 
to  Olivone,  in  Val  Blegno, 

by  the  Lukmanler,  851 
——to     Aadermatt,    by  the 

Obctalp,  848 

•  to  Amsteg,  849 

to  Alrolo,  851 

Disrat  Paa^  858 

DisUnces  In  Switserland,  zviU 

in  Piedmont,  808 

Distei,335 
Dixence,  river.  364 
DobUa,  val.  eol  di,  341 
l>0(ii  berg.  887 
Dodoney,  480 
Dop  of  St.  Kemard,  380 
Dove  river,  887 
Dfile,  mont,  178 
Dolina,  mont,  375 
Dom,  337.  348 
Domaso,  319 
Domdidier,  150 
Domeosin,  4»9 
Domleachg  valley,  855 
Domo  d'l  iasola,  803 

to  AiDna,  307 

to  Lncaruo^  311 

Dona«,  368 
Dongo,  319 
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DORFIX 

D$rfl{,  tes 
Doriat,  gorge,  441 
Borntch,  battle  of,  6 
Doron,  vidley,  450,  454 
Doubt,  river.  158.    SMt,  158 
DoiiTune,  IfS 
Doveria.  202 
Drae,  river,  457 
Pngonata,  torrent,  SIS 
Dranee,  torrent,  41 S 
Drmnae  valley,  877.     Innnda- 

tion  of,  384 
— —  river  (in  Chablaif),  190, 

1«!, 193 
Drava,  477 

DrefiehutenlMnn,  S59 
Pn,  aignille  de,  896 
mWndorf.  88 
Dundenfrrat,  127 
Duini;,  cnCtean,  487 
Durance,  valley,  460,477 
Duma-tbaU  243 
Dumten,  86 
DOnenboden,  276 


E. 


Eau  Morte,  valley,  437 
Eau  Noire,  411 
El)el,  nATe  of,  81 
Ehenalp,  225 
Ebihom,  354 
Ebikon,  48 
Ebnat,  227 

Ebrodaniim,'aite  of,  157 
Bchellea,  les,  438 
Eck, 110 

BeluM,  r.  fort,  174 
Eginenthal,  104,  207 
B^,  40.     Lake,  40,  830 
&ua,  col  d',  389 
^en,  838 
Eigher,  great,  88 

—  Klein,  88 
Einflsrh-tbal,  196,  840 
Bnsiedeln  abbey,  228 
Binapanner,  xxiti 
Electric  telegraf^  zviii 
Elgg,210 

Elm,  S48 

— ^  to  Pfeffera,  248 

—  to  Flima,  248 

Elva,  ool  di,  472.    Village,  472 
Embran,  477 
Emetten,  62 
Emme,  river,  8, 19, 7t 
Emmenthal,  71 
Enclaves,  rocks,  431  * 
Bngadme  described,  274 
Enge,  peninsala,  9 
Engelberg,  108 

toAltori;i08 

Engelhorner,  91 

Enghe,  76 

Bnghi,  243 

English  war,  and  barrov,  IS 

|iagstlanAlp,lli 


FEBMEL-THAL. 

Entlebnch,  71 

Entre-denx-Eanx,  45) 

Entreves,  val  d*,  873  ^ 

Bntremont,  val  d*,  877 

Erasmus's  grave  and  tomb- 
stone, 2.    Residence,  5 

Ergolz,  river,  IS,  20 

Brladi.  and  castle  of,  152, 156 

,  von,  9,  15 

Erlenbacb,  96,  189 

Bmi  (Arnold),  63.  Birthplace, 
70 

Erin,  col  de,  364 

,  val,  364 

Entfeld,  109 

Ersingen,  20 

BKher  von  der  Linth,  his  grave, 
81.  His  works  on  the  Unth 
and  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  86. 
Monumental  tablet  to^  87 

Escholsmatt.  71 

Esel,58 

Esine,  328 

Bsseiilon,  Fort  V,  444 

Etishorn,  104.  Excursions 
from,  106 

Etivax.  val.  142     ., 

etroublea,  388 

Etzel,  mont,  227 

Ev^hft,  r,7 

Bvian,  194 

Evionai,  189,  195 

Evolena,  368, 864 

to  Zermatt,  864  » 

*  to  Aosta.  363 

*  to  St.  Nicholas,  859 

*  to  St.  Luc,  362 

Exilles,  valley  and  village,  46 1 

Exli.thal,  249 


P. 

Fhfdo,  121 
Fain,  vnl  de,  278 
Palknitt.2M,2lA,  281 
Parel,  the  Reformer,  171 
Fariolo.  307 
Fiitseh,  240 
Patsehbaeh  fklls,  236 
Faucigny,  891 
Fanlhom,  90 
Favems,  437 
F^  glaeier,  336 

vallev  and  hamlet,  838 

Feistenherg,  264 

Peldbaeh,  24 

Feldkirch,  221 

Fellenberg,  M.,  9 

FelsenegK,  41 

F^nestreUes,  village  and  fort. 

462 
Fenetre,  ool  de  la,  369 
Fenetras,eoldes,387 
Fenis,  eavtle,  369.    Valley,  420 
Fer-A-cheval,  415 
Ferden,  134 
Fermel-thal,  188 


FRAUERreLD. 

Femey,  174 

Femigen,  110 

Ferp&le  glacier,  365 

Ferrers,  838 

Peiret,  or  Feirez,  col,  368 

Perriih^  446 

Pervento,  338 

Feuilltftte,  Croix  de,  481 

Fenteraoev,  143 

Flderis  baths.  881 

Fier,  river.  436 

Filar,  338 

Filiaz,  398 

Pilisur.  271 

Findelen  glader,  353 

Finhaut,  412 

Pinfter  Aariiom,  88.  69 

—  AarMchlucbt,  95 

— —  Aar  irlacier,  99 

Pinstermiinz  pass,  274,  277 

Flora,  65, 113 

Pirn,  meaning  of,  IvI 

Pishing,  6.84,186 

Fitxnau,  45.     Ascent  of  the 

Rigf  from,  45 
Flamatts,  144 
Flisehberg,  218 
Flaine,  lac  de,  415 
Flawvl,210 
Flegire,  406 
Fletschhom,  837 
Pleurier,  160 
Flims,  244,  246       > : 
Flimser  Fin,  244 
Floods,  Ixvi 
Flowers,  Alpine,  li 
Flue,  NicohM  von  Avt,  67,  69. 

Hb  grave,  69.    His  retreat^ 

69,  70 
Flnela  pas.\  283 
Pliielen,  65,  US 

to  llellinxona.  111 

FInmser  pass,  236 

Flumet,  431 

Foax.  la,  478 

Pobello,  329,  338 

FAhn  (wind),  lix,  235 

Foi,  Ste..  427 

Polie,  388 

Ponds,  415 

Fontana,  his  birthplace^  SI 5 

Fontooaverte,  456 

Poppa,  217 

Foppiano,  gorge  of,  208 

Forbes,  Ptofessor,  ^  16. 

Forelas,  144 

,  col  de  la,  393, 411 

St.  Gervais,  405 

PorcletU,  Piu  de  la.  360 

Poroola  pasB,  868 

Formaxza  valley,  207.  Villaseu. 

206  • 

Fomel,426,458 
Porno,  326 
Foron,  mont,  430 
Four,  col  du,  407 
Four  Cantons,  lake  of  the,  61 
Francis  L,  473,  475 
Frasslnone  fUl,  202 
F^auenfeld,  S3 
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FRAUENKIRCEE. 

Fnnenkirche.  888 

Freaax,  la,  4M 

Fr^Jna^  col  de,  444 

Prenet,  467 

FrStes,  chaine  des,  415 

FKStj,  mont,  876 

Preadenbergt  £18 

Fbxtbubo,  144.     Sntpenaioa 

bridgei,  14&»146.  Onion  of, 

146 
Friedrkhfthafen,  87 
Frobeniti%  5 
Frohbarg,  IS 
Frntigen,  188 
Fhitval,  808 
Forca,  paaa  of,  99 
— —  Horn,  100 
Force  Kien,  or  Seeflnen  Thai, 

197 
Furcnlajpaai,  863 
Forg^  Thai,  337 
FurM,  Walter,  63,  1 14 
Furtwanir,  lOit 
Fuaeli,  Henry,  31 
Fnaio,  314 


Gabelhom,  354 

Oabiet  See,  341 

GKbris,  883 

Oadmen,  90, 110 

Oadmenthal,  I«9 

to  Grimael,  108 

Gab,  watering-place,  893 

Galandaberir,  916 

Galeae,  col  de,  483 

Galgenen,  37 

Gall,  St.,  810.  ManufMtarea, 
811.  Tradition  and  history, 
811.  Cathedra],  811.  Monea- 
tfliY,  818.    Lihnrr,  818 

——'to  GaJs  and  Appensell, 
881 

to  Herina  and  Uoiach, 

883 

*  to  ZOrich,  810 

Gallenatock,100 

Gampel,  184 

GamaehilUeke,  188 

Gamaen,  torrent,  196 

OKnabrnnnen,  7 

Ganther,  800 

Gardona,  868 

GardoTal,  castle,  878 

Garibaldi,  309,  316 

Gaeteren,189 

Gflflteren-thal,  186, 129 

Gandensio  Ferrari,  384,  367 

Ganll  glader,  108 

Gavet,  458 

Giant,  eol  da,  376,  404 

,  glacier  da,  396 

Geiasberg.  109 

Gel6e,  mont,  398 

OfiRfst,  pa*a  ^,  187 

Gemaiatock,  837 


0LACIEB8. 

Gemitain.  341 
GeneroRo,  nonte,  318 
GxirxvA,  164.     Situation  and 
appearance,  165.  Plan  of  the 
town,  166.    Gathedral,  167. 
Maaeama,  167,168.  Library, 
168.    BoUnic  Garden,  168. 
IlIaatrioDs      nafiyea^      168. 
Maniilketorea,    168.       Con- 
Teyancea,   169.     Phyaielana 
and  abop-keepera,  170.    Hie* 
tory,  170.   The  Rpformatfon 
in,  171.    The  EscaUde,  171. 
RoaaM«n,178.  RnTirona,  173 
Geneva,  lake  of,  1 76 
Geneva*  to  Macon,  1 64 
——  to  Martigny,  by  Thoncn, 
193 

—  to  Villeneave^  by  Lan- 
aanne,  176 

to  Chambftry,  by  Aix,  438 

— — -  te  Lvona,  4  38 

—  to  ChamoDni,  390 

— —  to  Aiguel>eUe  and  An- 
neey,  435 

Ogmmre,  mmt^  460 

Gent-thai,  110 

George,  St.,  abbey,  88 

George's.  St.,  164 

Germain,  caatle,  368 

,  St,  430 

Germanasca,  val,  463 

Germanob  St,  464 

Genan,  68.  Ascent  9t  the 
Rigi  from,  44 

Gera,  lac  de,  415 

Gerraia.  St.,  hatha,  898 

Geasler'a  caatle,  54.  Death,  55, 
64 

Geanaer,  the  poet,  birthplace 
of,  38 

,  natoraliat,  birthplace  of, 

88 

Geasonay,  138, 140 

Geatad,66 

Geatig-thal,  138 

Getn»  glader,  885 

Giaeomo,  San,  806,  348 

,  gorxe  of,  861 

Gibbon,  181 

Giebel-thal,  806 

Gieaabach  Alia,  94 

Giflte,  torrent,  891 

Olgnod,  383 

GiTly,  Dr.,  466 

GIngoagh,  St.,  194 

Glomico  (Imla),  181 

Gioux,  425 

Giovanni,  St.,  464 

Giall-Flah,  16 

Oit^  la,  valley,  481 

Glaoikrs,1v.  Extent,  Ivi.  In- 
crease and  diminntion,  Ivi. 
Movement,  Ivii.  Izi.  Cie- 
▼aases,  Iviil.  Colour,  lix.  Mo- 
rafaies,  lix.    Melting,  Ixii. 

of  Grindelwald,  89,  90 

—  of  RoaenUai.  91 
^-~  of  the  Aar,  99 
.~—  of  the  Bhone^  100 


T 
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Glacien  of  the  JBgglaehhonL 

104  ^ 

Glacier  galleries,  801 
Glxne,  148- 
GUrey,  860 
Gloria,  283 

Gl&miach  monntaln,  833 
Oleums,  835.    Conflagration  te 

1861,  835 

•  to  Weaen,  234 

to  SUcbelberg  batlia,  836 

•—  to  Relchenaa,  843 

to  liana,  844 

— ^»  to  Schwytx,  by  the  Klon- 

thal  and  Maotta,  831 
^— ,  valley  of,  36,  834 

,  canton,  1^4 

Glatt-thal,  28,  36,  210 

Glenner,  valley,  864 

Oleretve,  155 

Rletaeher  Alp,  837 

Gli^re,  la,  486 

Glion,  184 

Glya,  199 

Gnifetti,  M.,  340 

Goitre,  IxvH,  878 

Golflan,  48,  55.    Ascent  ofthA 

Rigi  iVom,  48 
Gold-minea,  208,  331 
Goletta,  col  de.  458 
Gol^,  eol  de,  193,  416 
Gondo  gorge,  808 

gallery,  808 

village.  808 

Gonsen,  39 
Gorgea,  Alpine,  xti! 
Gorgier,  St.  Aabin,  186 
Gorner  glacier,  850 

Grat,  349 

Vispach,  387 

GOaehenen,  108, 115 
Gothard    St.,  past    qf.   III. 

Hospice  of,  119 
Gotteron,  river,  144.  Gorge  of, 

147 
Gottlieben,  caatle  of,  84 
Gouille.  cascade,  416 
Grafenort,  108 
Graffeneire,  384 
C^iSggi.  108 
Gran  RJobarent,  478 
Grand  Coluret,  423 
Grand  Combin,  874 
Grand  Pluadia,  358,  419 
Grand  Pelvoax,  381 
Grand  Plateau,  404 
Grand  Vallon,  447 
Grande  Caase,  455 
Grande  Ckoix,  445 
Grande  Motte,  458 
Grands  Mnleta,  403 
Grandson,  156.    Battle  of,  1S9 
Grandval,  7 
Grange  hatha,  IS 
Grato,  341 

Graabanden,  219,  847 
Graahaapt,  343 
Graaehomer,  817 
Grave,  la,  459 
GraveUona,  097 
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Gf«ina,253 

Grenier,  mont,  44t 

Orenchen,  12 

Grenoble  to  Brianfon,  467, 
481 

GrenxAch.  20 

Greena,  417 

GieMoiMiy,  S39 

*  to  Alagna,  S4S 

Gveoonay  to  ChAtillon,  S45 

Grey,  Imj  Jane,  letters  of, 
SI 

Grey  Lee^e,  S19,  M7 

Greiy,  43S 

Griee,  pMi  of*  S07 

Grigna,S82 

Grimmi  peai,  lt5 

Oriwuel,  hoepiee  of  the,  97. 
Pom  of,  95.  Skfrmbh  of, 
98.    Fkiaec  to  or  from,  101 

• to  Homntlwl,  99 

«—  to  the  JBggiachhom,  109 

^—  to  Meyrinifen,  lOS 

to  Briw,  108 

Griudelwald,  88 

— — ,  ffUeien  of,  89,  90 

^-«,  lower  glacier,  vWt  to,  89 

——to  Meyrinsen,  by  the 
Great  Seheideck,  91 

to  GHmael.  101 

Grfton,  195 

Griaanche,  Tal,  873,  485 

GBrsoMs,  langnage  of,  319. 
HUtory  and  goTemment  of, 
219.  247 

GriTola.  pie  de  la.  419 

Groecavailo,  454 

Grotte  dec  P^  16S 

Gmben,  359 

Grutii,  or  Rutli,  88 

GraT^rei^  castle,  141.  Coants 
of,  141.    Cheeae,  141 

Orynaa,  caatle  of,  38 

Gspaltenhom,  180 

Gsteig,  81,  137.  188 

Gadin,  Genersl,  98,  US 

Guggli,  350 

GoiDBB  in  Switzerland,  zxr. 
AtChanioani,396.  In  Pied- 
mont and  Savoy,  308.  At 
Zermatt,  349 

Gaiers  Vif,  torrent,  488 

Gail,  the,  460,408 

Guillestre,  467 

Gttisanne,  valley,  459 

Otamihom,  81 

Gtiminen.  148 

Gare,  la,  458 

Garesmittlerbacb,  110 

Gurf,  908 

Gurnigel,  148 

Guttanen,  99 

Gyswyl,  69 


H. 

Haag,  287 

Uabsburg,  castle  of,  18.    Neu, 
castle  of,  54,  61 


B&MINQSN. 

Backen,930 
Hahnenbe^,  109 
Hahnenmoos,  129,  ISO 
Haldenstein,  castle,  817 
Hameaa  du  Glacier,  407 
Hammerlin,     Mrthplaee    of, 

88 
Haadek,  falls  of  the  Aar,  90 
HannUKU'g  route  over  the  Alps, 

488,  429,  480 
Harder,  80 

Hasll,  or  Meyrlngen,  98 
Haudires,  S05 
Hanenstein,  Unter,  IS 
Hansen,  48 
HautdeCrv,  191 
Haute  Com'be,  438 
Hsuts  Genevevs,  158 
Heiden,  S8S 
Heights  of  mountains,  lakes, 

and  passes,^  1 9, Uiz 
Heiligenkrents,   hamlet   and 

valley,  905' 
Heinrfehsbad*  285 
Helleplatte,  90 
Hennies,  151 
Herbag^,  41S 
Hertfmenoe,  val  and  Tillage, 

804 
H6rena,  val  d',  304 
Hergiswyl,  63 
Heri.43f 
Herisan,  820 
Herrenrenti,  109 
Henogenbuchsee^  9, 18 
Hindelbank,  15 
Hinter  Rhein  thai,  242,  840, 

260.  Village,  200 
History,  zlv 
Ho^hom,  1S4 
HSchste  Spltce,  358 
HoehstSefcli,  830 
HocbthlUigrat,  349 
Hof,  103 
Hofvryl   agricoltural    inatitu- 

tion,  9 
Hohenkasten,  218,  225 
Hohenklingen,  castle  ef,  88 
Hohenrain,  28 
HohenSax,  818 
Hohentwiel,  23 
Hohes  Licht,  848 
Holbein  —  collection     of    his 

drawings  at  Basle,  S.   Anoo> 

dotes  of,  8 
HoUow  Way,  54 
Hombttig,  oastle  of,  13 
HOpital,  431 
Horgen,  35, 40 
Ht^rnli,  350 
Horses  and  males  in  Switaer* 

land,  xxvii 
Hospice  air  Acqna,  909 
Hospital,  or  Hbspenthal,  100, 

118 
Hngi,  Professor,  hut  of,  99 
Handaalp,  110 
Hundswyler  Tobel,  226 
Hnnenberg,  Henry  von,  41 
Huningen,  0 


nOLACGIA. 

Hnnnenflue,  82 
Husbandry,  Swiss,  xlvifi 

,  school  tor  practieal,  9 

Huss,  John,  his  prlaon,  SS,  t4. 

25 
Hutten,  Ulrie,  bnrial-plaoe»  S5 


L 

rbaeli,60,  282 
Iberg,  ca-itle,  226 
IfBgen,  ISO 
Iffigenbaeh,  ISO 
IflSgen-thal,  ISO 
Uans,  840 

toOlivone,  853 

•  to  Splugen,  808 

nils  river,  71 

lilies,  val  d',  193, 194, 407 

Im  •  Abschwung,  99 

Im-Boden,  90 

Im-Grund,  90 

Im-HoL  90 

Im-Loch,  807 

Immensee,  41,  65.    Aaeent  • 

the  Rigi  from,  4S 
Im-Saas,  108 
Im-Selden,  120 
Imseng,  Herr,  330,  366 
Ill-see,  360 
Inden,  I3S 
Infemet,  458 
Ingria,  420 
/•a,  valley  of,  274 

river,  808,  270, 27S 

Inns    of  Switaerland,  lavUL 

Charges  in,  zxx. 
of  Piedmont  and  Saroj, 

301 
In%16l 
Intelvl,  val.  880 

iMTBSLAKIir,  80 

•— —  to  Lantevfarannea,  tl 
— — *to  Thua,  78 
^~-  to  Brieni,  93 

to  Sion  or  Sierre,  IS9 

Intaehi,115 
Intra,  310 
Introbblo,  882 
Inundations  of  th^* 

Alpbaeh,  93 

Dranse,  191 

Emme,  78 

Lauibaeh,69    ' 

Linth,  30 

Val  de  Bagnes,884 
Irnis,  121 
Iron-mines  of  Val  de  Cone, 

418 
Isella,  208 

Isenthal,  valley  of,  68 
Iseran,  col  d',  453 
Is^.  valley  of,  427,  442,  4ftS 
Isles,  les,  410 
Isola  Bella.  808 

Madre,  309 

di  San  Uiulio^  887 

,  Isolaccia,  879    . 


tixuex* 
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nSEBT, 

laMTt,  M8 

/ta/y,  approieh  to,  SOS 

Itsnang,  24 

Ivoaiie,  175 

!▼!««,  S67 

iTTOglMb  S7S,  tfft 


J. 

Jacob*  St,  bitUooi;  6,  IS 

Jaman*  141 

Jardia,  le,  «98 

Jaaehli  piias,  71 

Jaun,  140.    VaUey,  140 

Jaier  Alp,  344 

Jaii,  CfBW  do,  88S,  85S 

Jean  de  liaurienne»  SL,  443 

d*Anr«a,SL,  4ft« 

Jenats,  £81 

Jooiie^  St,  418 

JoTomo  of  ftagno^  his  priaon, 

24 
Jeaait*,148 
Joeh,  paas  of  the,  1 10 
JoltmoBt.  181,  l»A 
Jon,  eol  oe,  845 
Jont,  151, 188 
Jonx,  ehttean   de.  160.    La« 

de,168.    Oolonne  de^  489 
Joaxplane^  eol  de,  198 
Joreneaii,  417 
Jovet,  ment,  808,408 
Jaff;  883 
JuUen,  9t^  485 
Ja/wrooM,  868 
Jnng,  359 
Jnnffftan,  87 
Jnpiter,  plain  of,  881 
Jmxt, «,  153,  158 

TaUey, 18 

Joatio-tlial,  79 


Kaien,  iSS 
Kataeiatohl,  6t 
Kalanda,918 
Kalfeoaer-tlial,  817 
Kamadxa.  858 
Kamor,  818,  885 
Kander  river,  78, 188, 188 
Kandexateg,  189 
Kappel,48.    Battle  oi;  48 
Katherbietfaa),  88 
Kataehamnli^  84 1 
Kataenatxiek,  880 
Katxia^855 
Kchrbaehl,  807 
Keith,  marahal,  158 
Kemble,  John,  graTo  of,  188 
KerenzentMOj^  885 
Kema,  68 

Reratelen-thal,  118 
Kienhols,  94 
KlenthaL  187, 188 
Kiniijr  KoUn,  888 

[StoOf.] 


LAUTELFINaEH. 

Kippel,  186, 134 

to  Kandeiateg^  188 

Kircfaet,  95 
Kiatengiat,  848 
Klaaaen  paaa,  840 
Kleine  Emme,  rallej  oC  71 
Kleiner  TOdi,  841 
Kleinthal,  843 
Klimaenhom,  58 
Klonaee,  833 
Klontlial,  938 
Kloetera,  888 
Klna,  115,140^881 
Knapaaek,  xxziv 
Knox,  John,  171 
Koepftiach,  88 
Koninfelden,  17 
KonoiAngen,  78 
Kooeioako,  11        t  - 
Kiaehenthal,  118 
Kzmachthal,  848 
Ktay  Alp.  885 
Kreatxboden,  138 
Ki«asU  paaa,  849 
Kreuilingen,  86    •' 
KriegAlp,805    ' 
Kriens.58 

Kriea,340  

Kriailooh,  53         * 
Kubli%  888 
Kumbela,  853 
Knnkelapaai,2lT 
Korfllrsten,  38 
Knxa,! 

KQaanacht,  34,  54. 
the  Rigi  from,  48 
Kybnig,  caatle  ot,  88 


of 


Laaz,I07 

Lae,  ool  do,  488    ' 

Laehen,  37,  887 

Ladden^  Leitem,  188 

Lake  dwelling  remains  ol^  81 1 

Lakes    of    Switaerland,    xl. 

Heighta  of,  Ixix 
Landenbe^g,  68 
Landeroo,  156 
Landquart,  817,  818, 883 
Undil,  451 

Langiutm^  Miad.,  monnment^  1 5 
Langnaa,  71 
Lanffwieaen,  888 

Lanaleboni|r>  445 

— — ^  to  Chamb^,  449 

*  to  MoQtiera,  454 

Lena  leViUaxd,  454 

Lanxada,  880 

Latelliom,  833 

Latrobe,  139, 161 

Lattenbaeh,  185 

Lanbeck,  caatle  and  goige,  140 

Lanberfaom,  87 

Laaenen,  1^ 

to  Gsteig.  187 

Lanfblfln^en,  13 


UBRABIES. 

Leafen,  caatle  of,  81, 88 
Lanffenbn^,  80 
L4iafren,  7 

Laaibaeh  torrent,  69 
Lanpen,  battle  of,  144 
Lausakiti,   179.     Cathedral, 

180.  Outle,  180.    Moaeum, 

181.  Honae  of  Gibbon,  181 . 
Neighboarhood,  181 

—  to  Vfllenenve^  by  Veray, 

188    ^ 
— •toReyborg,  147 
•to    Berne,   by    Morat, 

148 

•  to  Geneva,  176 

*  to  Yverdun,  158 

Lantaret,  eol  de,  459 
Lanteraar  glader,  99, 103 
LanterMuaattel,  103 
Lauterbrannen,  88 

npper  yalley  of.  83 
to(3rindeiwald,84   * 
to  Kippel  or  Kandeiateg, 

by  the  Tachingel,  184 
— —  to  Kandeiateg,  by  the  See* 

flnen  Fnrkeand  DtUidengrat, 

186 
Uniet,.477 
Laval,  458 
Lavanch^  408 
Lavmttf ,  birthplace  of,  89, 88. 

At  Ober-Rieden,  35.   Death 

of,  31 
Layeno,  810 
Lavey  hath,  189 
Lavln,  876 
Laviaiara,  val,  314 
Lead-min«%  451,  459 
Lebendue^  lake  and  valley,  905 
LeeoarbOb  General,  63, 109, 113, 

116,866 
Leeeo^SlS 

,  laco  di,  393 

Leehaad,  glader  de^  398 

Leeherette,  148 

Legnooe^  monte,  888 

Leiaw,  ool  d^  458 

Leitem,  138 

Leman,  lake,  176 

Lemie,48l 

Lenk,  136 

^—  to  Lanenen,  187 

Lens,  mont,  458 

Lenta,  river,  470 

Lena,  871 

Lepin,  438 

Leaa,  810  ^** 

Leuk,  hatkt  of,  131.    Village 

of,  183 
Levanna,  483 
Leventina,  val,  180 
Leyaae^  village  and  river,  441 
Libnries— 

BMle,4 

Berne,  75 

Chamb^,  441 

Goire^  818 

Engelberg,  108 

St.  Gall,  818 

Geneva,  188 

2  A 
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INDEX. 


UBBAKIES. 

Librari«(~ 

NeuehateU  153 

Schaffhaooen,  23 

Zoffingen,  14 

Zurich,  SI 
Lichteniteig,  2S6 
Lichtanstein,  281 
Lidde*,  S77 
Liesthal,  1 3.    Slaughter  of  the 

nen  of  Bale  atp  18 
Limern  Alp,  242 
Umxnat  lifer,  17, 99 
Udtrd,  Pit,  881 
Lindau,  27 
Linth.    vMwy    of,   834.   836. 

River,  34,  86,  884 
— —  Colony,  87 
LioMa,  lake,  148 
Lira,2«0 
Lfaerne,  1M,  187 
Livigno,   valley  and    village, 

278,  279 
Ijocana,428 
Loeamo,  818 
Lfiehliberg,  865 
Locle,lft9 
LS^be,  ISl,  183 
LQfrelhorn,  104 
Loffet,  ool  dea,  158 
Lonnkutacher,  Swia,  zxU 
Lofton,  Gen^  110. 118, 116 
Lombardore,  421 
Lona,  l*as  de,  862 
Longet,  col  de,  478.  479 
Lonza,  river,  184 
Lorae,  river,  48 
Lostallo,  268 
Letaehsilttel,  804 
L9«Khbeiir,  134 
Lotaehtlial,  12ft,  134 
I>oui8-Philippe,  254 
Louise,  valley  and  village,  681 
liOurtier,  384 
Lowerti,  58 
Luc,  St.,  S60 

,  to  Evolena,  868 

Lucendro,  lake,  119 

Luceni,  151 

LuoRRi(c,48.  Plan  of  the  town, 

49.  Rridge%    50.    Anenal, 

50.  Thorwaldsen'a  Lion,  52. 
Steamer^  §8.  Lake.  52. 
Sketch-map,  51.  Mount  Pi- 
late^ 53 

-— -  to  Schwyta,  54 

to  Fltielen,  60 

to  Meyringen  or  Brieoa.  65 

——to  BtTUB,  by  the  Entle- 
buch.  71 

—  to  Berne,  by  railway,  78 

—  lake  of,  60 
lAidlow,  grave  of.  188 
Lugano,  31 6 

—  to  Como,  316 
—.lake of,  318 
Logfif«ge.  mi 
Lagnets-tlial,  253,  864 
Lugni,  lake.  873 
Luino,  316 

—  to  Menaggio,  816 


MARIA. 

Lnkmanier  pan,  251 
Lungem,  lake  of,  69.    Drain- 

ing  of,  69 

,  village  of,  70 

Lnnghino,  monte,  263 

[jiiaema,  valley,  464 

Lusgen.  Alp,  107 

Lutem«ee,  71 

Lutachine,  river,  88 

Lasienate^,  2 1 6 

Lyona,  or  Madon.  to  Geneva, 

(rail),  164 

to  Geneva,  438 

to  Alz,  48t 

— —  to  Ctiamb^,  438 
Lya  Blanche,  col  de  la,  487 
Lya-thal,  342,  345. 8«7 

glacier.  842 

Ly«,  9,  151 


H. 

Macagno,  310 
Macdonald,  Marshal,  860 
Maoot  lead-minea,  450 
Macagnaga.   332.    Exonrdona 

from,  338 

to  Visp  and  Saaa,  884 

—  to  GreMonay,  389 
Maddalena,  col  della,  475 
Maderan  valley,  115. 837, 849 
Mednno^  851 
Madulein,  875 
Magadino,  318 
Magdalene.  St.,  grotto,  147 
Mage.  364 

Maggia,val,  313,814 
Maggwrey  laki,  309 
Magiandone.  307 
Maglan.392 
Magnin.  413 
Maigne,  col  de,  864 
Maira,toaroe  of,268.    Vale  of, 

381.  472 
Maiatre.  Comte  le.  birthplace. 

441 
Majaaaet.  479 
Mi!iolioa,  la,  318.  819 
Maladers,  282 
Malana,  261 
Malanre,  col  de,  416 
Malleny.  8 
Mallone,  river,  481 
Maloggia  or  Maloya  paaa.  873] 
Malval,  Combe  de,  458 
Mandello.  383 
Maneille,  463 
Maps,  xxxii,  308 
Mant,  birthplaoe,  156 
Maioel.  St..  369.  450.  463.  Val, 

418 
Margarethen.  SL,  818 
Matgosxolo,  mooter  SC9 
Marguerite^  St.,  456 
Maxia,  Sta..  past,  851 
Bitaria  Maggfore.  Sta.,  31 1 
Maxia  sum  Sehoee^  43. 868 


mehthoh;* 

Marjelen,  lake,  108  - 
Martigny,  190 

to  Aoeta,  376,  S84 

*  to  Geneva,  by  TliODOn, 

193 
— —  to  Goarmavenrt    by    tlie 

Col  Ferrex,  388 
.  by  the  Col   de  la 

Fentoei.  889 
,  by  the  Ool  de  Se- 
rena, 390 
—  to  Chamonn),  by  Uie  Col 

deBalme.418 
*  to  Chamouni,  by   T^ 

Noire,  410 
Martin,  St..  844.  398,  417 

,  val  de.  463 

Martinet,  Klader  oC  188 
Martino,  8.,  273 
Martinibruck,  27T 
Mariinsdmrk,  89 
Mariinsloeh.  89,  844 
Maaino,  val.  873 
Maaox.  867 
Mana  torrent,  105 
Ma8iena,48.  98.  118,838 
Maafalone,  val,  389,  338 
Matt,  243 
M«tten,136 
Matterhom.  348 
Bffttti-thal,  206 
Mattmarkaee.  386 
Manpaa,  41 1 
Man  pert  uls*  tomb,  7 
Maarioe,  St.,  in  Savoy,  48T,  4S0, 

451 

•  to  the  Col  dn  Mont,  427 

— — *  to  Courmayeur.  by  the 

Little  St.  Kemard.  428 

intheValaia,  189 

Maurienne,  443 

to  Honrg  d'Oyaaoa,  456 

Manrin.  479 
Mayen,  110 
Mayenfeld,  217 
Maven-Reun,  110 
Mayenthal,l)0,  115 
Mayen  wand,  99 
Mature,  427 
Mauucone,  monta.  888 
Measures,  xvl 
Medelser-Chal,  881 
Medesrimo.  261 
Megbvp.  430 
Meggenhom,  61 
Meglisalp,  285 
Megorso,  lake,  310 
Meiden.  hamlet.  859.  Ftti.860 
Meilen.  85 
Meillerie  rocka.  194 
Meinau.  island  of,  88 
Meira.  valley,  861 
Melchsee,  Tl 
Melchthal,  70 
Mela,  39,  848 
Meleno  torrent,  318 
Melide,  815 
Menaggio,  318 
Mendrisio,  815 
Menthon,  48Y 


iin)Ex. 


49a 


ME0LAN8. 

M^Uns,  477 
Mer  de  Glaoe,  397 
Mesmer,  birthplace,  24 
Mettelhorn,  3^ 
Moctenbeig,  89,  90 
Meyrinsen,  99 

'  tolnterlaken,  93 

-    to  Hoflpeathal.  99 

to  Waaen»  109 

to  Engelbezg,  LIO 

Meyronne,  475 
Mezzola,  lago,  321 
Miage  glacier,  409 
Michel,  SL»  443 
Mievilie.  190 
Minidanum,  151 
Miolaiu  castle,  443 
Mirabouc  fort,  406 
Miribi,  364 

Mischabelhorner,  S37,  S48 
Misoooo,  village  and  yailey,K1 
Mtsoins,  457 
Modane,  444 
Moed,414 

Moeaa  river,  183.    Boiaroe  of, 
£66 

,  fkllofthe,  267 

Moesola,  lake,  966 
Moine,  aiguille  du,  398 
Molaret,  446 
M6le,  mont,  391,  416 
Molesoa,  141,  143 
Molina,  £69 
Moilia,  S£4 
Mollis,  334 
Moltrasio,  330 
MSnch,  88 

Moneluattel,  105,  106 
Monestier,  baths  o^  499 
Monetier,  178 
Money,  Swiss,  rvi 

of  Piedmont,  303 

Monks,  108,  £01,  378 
Moos  Angelorum,  108 
Mont  Bl^nc,  399 

1  Tour  of,  403 

Mont,  col  du,  4£7 
Mont  Dauphin,  467 

•  to  Pignerol,  464 

to  Givnoble,  481 

Mont  Joie,  37£ 

,  val,  393,  406 

Mont  Joli,  406, 480 
Monta,  la.  467 
Montalto,  castle,  86t 
Montanvert,  397 
Montisg,  264 
Montbovon,  141 
MoHTE  KoaA,  332,  340,  353 
Monterone,  mont,  309,  387 
Montets,  lee,  394 
Monthey,  194 
Montm^lian,  443 
Montheux,  valley,  438 
Montmirail,  159 
Montreux,  184 
Montriond.  193 
Monviso,  471 
Moraines,  llz 
Monst,  £07 


MtiTTISN. 

Morat  (Murten),  148.   Battle 

of,  149.    Lake  of,  149 
Morcles,  Dentde,  188 
Atargartenf  battle  of,  230  ; 
Moiye  river,  138^  197 
Moigen,  331 
Morgenberg,  81 
Merges,  179 
Morgin,  194.195 
M5nll.  107 
Moriti,  St.,  269 
Momex,  173 
Moro,  monte,  834 
Moroue,  315 
Mortintsch  glader^  278 
Morxine,  193 
Mo!ichelhom,  366 
Mosses,  les,  148 
Motet,  chilets  of,  408 
Metiers  Tzavers,  160 
Motterone,  monte,  ^69 
Moud,  col  di,  341 
Moudon(Milden).  151 
Moalins^  140,  399,  416 
Moantaiss,  heights  at,  Ixix 
Moutiers  Grandval,  7 
— — ,  val,  6,  7 
TarenUiae,  449,    Saltp 

works,  450 
Mu^gio,  val,  316 
MtihTehorn,  38 
Miihlestaldea,  109 
Mulilinen.  82,  128 
Mules,  xxvii,  309 
MUUheim,  33 
Munchenbuchsee,  9 
Munch  wyler,  149 
Munnoth,  castle  of,  £8 
Munsingen,  77 
Munster,  in  Upper  Valais,  104, 

207 
Munsterlingen,  87 
Munster-thal,  6,  7 
Maotts,  60,  62,  £38 

to  Altorf,  288 

to  Gl&rus,  23 1 

to  Stachelberg,  838 

Muotta-thal,  232 
Mur  de  la  COte,  403 
Murchison,  Sir  R.,  researches 

at  (Ehningen,  24 
Moretto  pass,  £73 
Murg,  river,  33 

,  village,  38 

Murren,  »3 
Murten,  148 
Murtschenstock,  38 
Museums— 

Bule,3 

Berne,  74 

Geneva,  167,  168 

Laasanne,  181 

Neuchfttel,  153 

Soleore,  10 

Zurich,  31 
Muslin  manufacture,  £8,  £11, 

21£ 
Musso,  319 
Muthhom,  125 
MUtten.  £3£ 


NYON. 

Mazzone,  vlUage  and  lak^  316 
Mythenberg,  £30 


K. 


Nafels,  battle,  £34 

Nangy,  391,  416 

Nanikon,  36 

Nant  Bourant,  406 

Nant  brun,  val  de,  443 

Narexen,  245 

Narrenbach,  135 

Naae,  79, 343 

Natera,  107 

Nauders,  £77 

Nebikon,  14 

Neff.  Felix,  467,  480 

Nesslau,  2£7 

NesBO,  320 

Kesthom,  1£5, 184 

Neubrucke,  347 

NXUOHA.TCI.  (Neuenburg)i  1 52. 

Palais      Rougemont,      154. 

Lake  of,  15£,  155.    Pierre  k 

hot,  153 
to  La  Chaux  de  Fonds 

and  Locle.  158 

•  to  Berne,  151 

— —  to  Yverdnn,  155 

•  to  Pontarlier,  160 

N'eueneck,  144 

Neuhaus,79 

Neuhausen,  £0 

Neuvache,  val  d^  460 

Neuveville,  155 

N4v^  meaning  ol^  Iri 

Nicholas,  St.,  11 .   Valley,  347. 

VilUge,  347 

to  Evolena,  399 

de  Veroce,  406 

Nied«rwald,  104 

Niesen,  77,  128.  Ascent  o^78, 

1£8 
Niklaus,  347 
Nivolet,   col,   424.    Flan  de, 

4£4 
Noda,  8,  199 
Noiraigue,  161 
Noila,  torrent,  £59 
Noses,  the,  61 
Nothwyl,  15 
Notre    Dame    dee   Eremites, 

£28 
Novaldse,  446 
Novasca,  422 
Noverscli,  34£ 
Noxon  river,  162 
Nufenen    (Novena),   pass  of 

909 
Nus,  369 
Nydan,  8, 155 
Nydelbnd,  baths  of,  35 
Nyon,  178 
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OBEBAAH. 


0. 


Obenar  Gletaeher,  M 
Obenarioeh  paM,  lot 
Ober-AlbSt,  47 
Oberalp»  pnai  and  Uke,  t49 
OberOMteln,  104 

to  Domo  d'Owola,  M7 

— »  to  AbrolOk  209 

Ober-HallMteia,  S69 

ObertuawnbMbL  toireikt,  109 

Oberi«d,9l8 

Obarkiich,S9 

Oberland.  fiernete,  tbo,  77 

Obematt,  HO 

Obem  MalonaiH,  tia 

Ober-Rtcden,  S6 

Obflntaffel.  937 

ObtfwaHlOS 

Obttalden,  9» 

Oehaniberg;  111 

OehaeabUnko,  937 

Oehtenatoek.  987 

Oetodoraa,  rfto  ol  190 

OdeidoTt  18 

(Ehningm,  quaniaa  of.  98 

(EMdiinen.  valley  oC  197, 139 

O&rtadton,  19 

Ofoithal,  887 

Offffebbio»  810 

Oldenboni,  188 

OllTono,  969 

OU«n,  ool  di,  841 

OUooeia,  val,  831,  888 

OUomont,  889 

Ollon  St.  Tryphon,  187 

Olten,  18 

Omdnat.  lako  of,  149 

Ondno,  470 

Orbe.  157, 199.    Sooiee  of  tlMb 

198.  TowB,  199 
Oreo,  val  do,  491 
Onnelnne,  496,  451 
Onnonda,  lea,  valley  of,  149 
OinavaMa,  807 
QronleGhAtelet,  148 
Qroiia,  N.  D.  di.  869 
OnAxm,  877,  8«8 
Oiafne^  val,  410 
Oru.  827 

,  lake  oi;  399 

Ortenatein,  959 

Onola.  val  d',  908, 811, 880 

Ouehea,  894,  405 

Oncby,  17» 

Oulax,  Ooletto  d%  419 

Oulx.  491 

Oyaoe,  998 

Oyen,  St.,889 

Ozseraone,  valley,  818 


PIASO. 


P. 


470 

Fain  do  Sofore,  879 
Pklet,  eol  de,  495 
Fkllansa,  810 
Ptuilx,945 
Panixer  paaa,  944 
Paatenbrttdce.  987 
Faiacelana,  bixthplaee,  980 
PanuUet.98 
Partapal 
Paioi,  lake.  479 
Fte  Slon,  490 
PotMS  ^  Ih0  Jlp»,    xlU,  1. 

Roada      over     them,     IL 

Helghta  of.  Ixx. 
Pka^Mita  In  SwitcerUnd,  zl, 

79 
Futryeooka  (Bngadine),  874 
Pk8tiua«ca,  Ifil 
Pkyeme,  150 
Fanl,St.,  valley  and  vfllage 

479 
Peoeia,  814 
Pedenoa,  ^ley,  979 
Pedeetiiaa  travellera,  hinta  to, 

(  19,  zzxSU 
PedriolOkSSS 
Pielden,959 
Peire,eolde,479 
Pela,  moot.  479 
POerin  caaoade,  897 
PeliMier,  pont,  894 
Pella,  899 
Pellke,val,494 
Falvoaa,  mont,  459 
PeBe7.490 
PennilaciM,  196 
PerdMtwb,  959 
Ptoiri«r.499 
Perrttre,  la.  454 
PenNue,499 
Perte  dn  IUiOb«^  164,174 
Ptaal,495 
Peaey  minea,  451 
PertaUnsi,  15, 18, 157.    Biitb- 

plafoe,  89 
Peetarena,  881 
Paterae,  mont,  379 
Peterllngen,  190 
Pet«r'aGnt,195 
Petefahanaen,  94 
Peter'a  Plai,  964 
Pater*!,  St..  Thai,  958 
Petit  Odbot.  449 
PftUTenaprung.  115 
Piyrenwand.  Ill 
PIkfllken  Seob  89 
PfimkoB.  997 
P#BrrsB8  BATBa,  914 
'—'  eon  vent,  916 
Piyn,  199 
Planaiao.961 
Piano  dl  Fiorena,  470 


POUT. 

Piano  Malaa^  470 

del  lU,  470 

Pieoola.val.S39 

Pie  de  lluleta.  880 

PiKDMoarr,  999.  Alpe,  t99. 
Waldenaiaa  valleya,  800, 464. 
Imu^  aeeommodafion,  &e., 
801.  Roada,  mnlei^  iraSdaa, 
809.  Poatin^  Outoaa-hooae. 


Toon,  904 
Picne  d'Albigny.  flL,  448 
Pierre  dei  Anylala,  896 
Pierre  A  Bfaard,  404 
Plene^k-bot,  158 
Plene  k  voir,  191 
Pierre  Pertnla.  9 
Pieire,  St.,  879,  877 

lale,  195 

Pletro^San,849 

Pignetol,  464 

—  to  Mont  DanphiD,  464 

Pilate,  mount,  58.     Snpenti- 

tioB  eonceming^  58 
Pile  Alpk  840 
PUlon,  ool  de,  188, 143 
Plnen)l0b464 
Plnta,  ool  de,  848 
Plode,S99 
Pion,951 

Piotella,  foreit,  190 
Piovenui,999 
PiaeiadeUa.  979 
Pioele,  ool  delli^  840 
Pinmogna  waterfid^  191 
Pit  fieveren,  859 
Pia  Lanf  nard,  979 
Pla  Unard,  9al 
Pl8Roaein,941 
PiaiOk  Cima  del,  388 
Plan  dea  Damca,  407 
Plan  do*  ble^  148 
Plan  du  Loop,  456 
Planay,455 

Planpinet,  BcheUea  de^  444 
Planpia,  400 
Planta,  Aunily  at,  979 
Platalva.987 
Platttra,ooldeU,4a 
Plmtta,9d9 
Flatten,  184 
Plattenbers.  948 
Plata,  965, 998 
Flai,964 

toSlla^999 

Pleator.  river.  999 
Fleam,  991,  979 
Fo»  valley,  470 
Pommat,907 
Pona,St.,476 
Foot.  Le  (Jonx),  168 
Fonlarlier,  160 

to  Nenehdtel,  160 

Fbatd'Ael,4l9 

Font  BeauvolaiB,  489 

to  Chambiry,  by  Aigne- 

bellette.  439 
Pont  BomI.  368 
Pont  St.  Maitln.  867 
Ptot  Serrant,  499 


Qamna.  toI,  MO 

Qouaaola,  val,  839 

Qaania,8it 

Quart,  eix&tma,  S09 

Qmrten,  S8 

Qaeini,  dUtecM  de,  467 

lajre,  480 
QqMnel,  Herr,  muider  of,  861 
Qttinten,  SU  38. 


FOHTE. 
Pont*  or  Punt,  ia  fin^idiii^ 

F^Qte,  cfaileti^  805 
Ponte  Oimnde,  881,  888 
Ponta  delU  QnU,  886 
Ponte  Chiaiule,  478 
Pome,  in  Val  d'Qna,  480 
——-to  ViUeneaTo,    by   Val 

Snvumnelie.  488 
Ponto  Treai,  816 
Pontet,  406 
Pontxanna,  valley,  877.  VUlage, 

to  Bocmio,  878 

Popnlation,  xliii 

Porleza.  818 

Porteta,  uvii 

Portola.  cot  d«,  858 

Porting:  in  Switzerland,  zix 

-- —  in  Piedmont,  808 

Poorri,  mont,  451 

Pra,  Benerie  de^  466 

Pkm  del  Tor,  464 

Praitorgne,  or  Zermatt,  848 

Pn«el  paa^  838 

Pzagelai.  468 

Plmlia,  468 

Pralognan,  456 

Pramol.  464 

Pnnttln,  464 

Fn«.478 

PriSttigaa,  881 

P>6  de  Buv  869 

Fk«  St.  Didier,  878.  488 

Pr6  Nooveao,  ool  du,  456 

PreauyUo,879 

PreBiia,80d 

Piemoaallo,  807 

l*remoo,  val  de,  465 

Preqnaitero^  881 

PMraven,868 

P^ki,  400^  410 

— -,  val  de%  460 

Pk^la^860 

Pkefta,160 

Prieora.  le.  Chamonni,  S96 

i*rotegtont  vaUqft  of  Piedmont. 

800,464 
PhM,  ylader  de,  877 
Prai,  plain  of,  378 
Paeelfe,  Seat  de  la,  459 
Ftally,  188 

Pultznenga  eastl«^  848 
Punt,  2Y2,  875 
Puchiavo,  860 
Patiay,  481 


INDEX* 
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Rabbinn,S65 
Radolftaell,  88 
Bagata,214 

toSaM,881 

Bai1way)i^  zxiv 
lUmin  Grat,  848 
Bamowh,  vale,  877 
Randl^848 
Ranft,  70 

IUiixdevM]iet,xlviII 
Ranaola,  eol,  845 
Happen,  valley,  805 
Bappenchwyl,    86.     Bridge, 

Riteriehsboden,  96 
R»ofacorum.  Augnata,  dte  of, 

Rawiii,l87 

Ravryl,  pan  of,  185,  186 

Beatfel,846 

RM,  St,  Uithplaee.  441 

Raale,  eol  de,  480 

Realp,  100 

Realt,  cartle,  856 

Bechingen,  104 

Reding,  Aloyi,  59, 68, 981 

Reggio,86e 

Regoledo,  888 

Reichenaa.  88,  846, 854 

to  SplOgen,  865 

-,  Uland  of,  84 
Reiehenbach.  91, 92, 188 

•,  eutle  of,  9, 16 

k  lalla  of,  98 

,  batbf  of,  98 

Reiden.  14 
ReidenbMsh,  140 
Relclngen,  805 
Remna,  877 

Bemy,8t.,888.    Col  de,  890 
I  Rennendorf,  7 
BepoMir,  val  do,  891 
Recti,  eutle  of;  93 
Reucbenette,  8 

Beuae^  tb«,  156, 160.  Sooiceof; 
160 

Reoas  river,  15, 17, 48, 50, 109, 
^116.119.    Vailed,  lis 
Rexxonioo,  819 
Rhatilcon,  881 
Rbeineeit,  818 
Rheinfelden,  80 
Rheinwald,  860 

Rhdmes  ▼»!  de,  485.  Gdl  de, 
458  * 

Rhw«  at  BmIo,  1.  Junction 
witb  the  Aar,  80.  Falls  of, 
naar  SchaflThauaen,  81.  At 
MayeDfbld,217.  Sooreeaoi; 
859,  866 

Rboden,  881 

R]i6irs,  cource  and  giader  of. 
100.  • 

at  Geneva,  165 

,  Junction  witb  Arve^  178 


BOBSOHACH. 

Bbone,  Pierte  du,  164, 174 

» at  Maitigny,  191 

- — *  valley  of  the^  186^  194 

Ricbetli  past,  843 

Riebtenwyl,  85 

to  Scfawyta,  387 

Riddea,191 

Bieder  Alp,  106 

Riedern,S38 

Riedtwyl,  15 

RilTelborg,  849 

Riffelhom,  849 

Rifle^ooting,  xlix 

Riox,  tbe,  41.  Modes  of  aa- 
eent,  48.  Stations,  48.  N. 
D.  dea  Neiges  and  tioapioe, 
48.  Mud-torrent.  44.  Katt- 
bad,  44.  Siatera*  Fountain, 
44.  Summit,  45.  Knlm 
inn,  45.  Puiocama  horn. 
summit,  46.  Spectre  of,  47. 
Accidents  on  tlie  summit. 
47 

Rigl,  aseento  of  the— 
fkom  Ooldau,  or  Artb,  48 
m    Immensee^48   ^ 
m    Koaanacbt,  48 

„    Gera«u,44; 

^     »    Fiunan,  45 

Rigi  Vaadoia,  184 

Rima,S36 

; ,  col  di,  841 

Bimaaoo,  888 

RimoUa.  889 

Rlpa,  river,  461 

Ripaille,  193 

Riaeten  paaa,  848 

Ristolaa,  467 

Bitter  paaa,  306 

Riva,  lake  of,  881 

— — .  to  Val  Sesia,  889 

Rivarolob481 

Riveca,8l5 

Hoada  near  tlie  Alps,  80fl ' 

Robenliauaen,  30 

Boc,  Port,  378 

Rocca  Sparviera,  478 

Roche  BUnche,  480 

Cavina,  449 

Fendue,  la,  159 

Rochemelon,  tbs^  446 
Rodoretto,463 
Bolla,859 
RoUe,  178 
Romapanc^  884 
Romainmotier,  1 68 
Roman  remaina,  17,  18, 19,  80, 
167,  857,  367,  868,  369,  871, 

888.417,433,436,450 
Romancbe,  val,  457 
RomoMieA  language^  819 
Romanahmn,  87,83 

to  Zuricli,  88 

Romont,  148 
Roneo,  41 B,  488 
Bonsetla.  858 
Roraebaeh.  87,  818 

to  Coire.  818 

—  toGai8,88l 
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B08JU 

R(Ma,]»,  879 

Rosa,  montSj  8S9,  840,  M 

UoMUUt  val,  278 

RoMgg  glacier,  878 

RoMin.  val,  841 

KosenlAQi,  01 

Roasa,  col  della,  80ft 

Rossberg.faU  o/th^  85-58 

R-jsset,  ool  de,  484 

RoAillon,  164 

Uoddniire,  140 

Rothentharm,  880 

Rothhom  of  Brienx,  94 

l^thkreuts,  48 

Rotom,  lak«,  851 

lU>tsbag,  cMftleof,  68 

Roae,  col  de  la,  444 

Ruoge,  ool  do  Mont,  887 

RoQgemont,  140 

Rooget,  waterMl.  415 

Rousuau  on  Um  lake  of 
Blenne,  155 ;  at  Moden 
Traven,161 ;  at  Geneva,  17V; 
at  Vevay,  188;  at  Annecy, 
437 ;  at  Chamblbry,  441 

Ron— ea,  let,  164 

RuuTEB,  SBtLrroH,  xi 

In  Piedmont  and  Savoy, 

304 

Koveredo,  868 

Ruaras,  2148 

Kiidenz,  von,  9 

Rue.  148 

Kiete,  15 

Rugen,  80 

Hum.  247 

Rumonach,  219 

Ruppen,  813 

Rruchlikon,  35 

Uutli,  63 

Ruz,  val  de,  158 


S. 


Saane,  river,  188, 140, 141, 145, 

147 
Saanen  (Gesaonay),  188, 140 

to  Sion,  188 

Saas,  336 

Saaaer  Vispaeh,  887 

S^iugrat,  835 

Sachingen,  80 

Sachselen,  69 

^»acro     Monte    of     Taiallo, 

824 

of  Orta,  337 

Sa^^rouz,  416 

Sciis,  col  de,  441 

Salabertrand,  461 

Kalenton,  414 

Sales,  St.  Fran90is.  895,  486 

,  Pointe  da,  414 

SaUve,  mont,  173 
Salins,  454 
Salle,  la,  373 
Sallenches,  S98 

,  waterfkll.  190 

^—  to  rilftpital,  480 


8CH(>LLIKKH. 

Salt-minea,  187,  450 
Salucea,  orSaluazo,  471 
Salvadore,  monte»815, 817 
Salvent,  418 
Sanuuien,  970 

to  Nauders,  874 

to  Tiiano,  877 

Samoens,  416 

Sampeyre,  478 

Sandfalp  pass,  837 

Sandbaoh  river,  837 

SandGrat.  241 

Sanetsch,  pass  of,  188. 

Sanfront.  470 

Sardona,  glacier,  917 

Sargana,3»,814 

Samen,  68.    Lake  of,  68 

to  £ngelbeiv  or  M«ytla< 

gen,  70 
Sarra.  chAteatt,  378 
SaMeneiie,  361 
Sissina,  val,S28 
Sattlipasa,111 
Sauce,  ool  de  la,  497 
Saugem,  7 

Sanme,  ooA  de  la,  444 
Saut  dtt  Doubs,  158 
Sauvabellin,  forest,  181 
Savaranche,  val,  484 
Savlen  Thai,  865 
Savieae,  139 
Savinea,  447 

Sa VOT,  80 1 .    B  outes  in,  804 
Saxe,  la,  batbs,  874 

,  mont,  875 

Saxon-lea- Baina,  191 

Scaletta  pass,  876 

Scanft,  875 

Scarl-thal.  877 

Scesa  Plana,  881 

Scewia,  281 

Sees,  487,  430.    YaUey,  89 

Schabxieger  cheese,  835 

Schachen,  71 

SchachenthaI,114,aS9 

Scha  rrn AUsiK,  23.    FaUa  of 

die  Rhine,  21 

•  to  Basle,  19 

to  Constance,  88 

to  Zurich,  88 

Schafloch  cave,  79 
Schalbet,  800 
Schalfik  Thai.  818. 889 
Schams,  valley,  i$57 
Scheideck,  lesser,  85 

,  great,  91 

SchellTnen,  116 
Schenlingen,  77 
Schienhom,  184 
Schiers.  881 
Schilthom,  83 
Sciiindelext.  887 
Schiuner,  Matthew,  181, 199 
Schintxnaeh  bathiy  16 
Sclilagintweit,  MM.,  848 
Sciilipren,  19 
Schmadribach,  83 
Schmelzboden,  283 
Schmerikon,  86 
SchoUinen,  115 


BIERRS. 

Sdionegrand,  196 
Sehonbrann,  40 
Schreckhorn,  88 
Schreyenbaeh  iUls,  836 
Schnls,  976 
Schnpfen,  9 
Sehwanaa,  cnrtle  of,  59 
Schwarenbacb,  189 
Schwartshtim.  91 
SchwarU  See,  148 
Schwarxberg  glacier,  85S 
Schwarse  See,  888,  356 
Schwarx  Thor.  355 
Schweiturhall  salt-works^  e 
Schwin^Peste,  xlix,  71,   9S, 
Sehuytx,  59 

*  to  Binsiedeln,997 

~^to  Glaras^  by  the  Mnottft> 

thai,  831 
Sdiyn  pass,  8ft6 
Sdoniier,  391 
Scopa.S89 
Seopella,  889 
Scliynige  Platte,  81 
Sea,  oof  de  la,  454 
Sea  Bianea,  465 
Seedorf.  151 
Seefinen-thal,  186 
Seelisberg,  63 
Seewen,  59 
S^nes  pass,  948 

Spiiti,  844 

Selgne,  col  de  la,  407 
Seilbach.  98 
Selbaanft,  887 
Seiva,  849 
Sembranchier,  191 
Sementina,  313 
Sempaeh,  14 

kbatUe,  14 

y  Uke,  14 

Sempione,  193, 197,  199, 901 

Sennlirxtte,  liv 

Sennwald,81S 

Sense,  stream  of,  144 

Sentis,  885 

Sepey,  143 

Septimer  pass,  963 

Serena,  eol  de,  390 

Seri^  486 

Sermenta,  val,  399,  838 

Semens,  888 

Sernft  Thai,  848 

Serrant,  river,  1 64 

Serriires,  glen  of,  156 

Seme,  423 

Servetus,  death  of,  171 

Servos,  394 

~—  to  Geneva,  414 

Sesia,  val,  383,  SfV 

Sestriires.oolde,468.  Village. 

468 
Sewelen,  918 
Sezmadan,  849 
Sevon,  gorge  o(  154 
Seysael,  164 
SiJers.  183.  19<) 
Sidelhom,  99 
Sidll  alp.  100 
Sierre,  133,  198 
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8ISX. 

8iex,  Porte  dn,  194 
Signal,  the^  47 

Kappe,  840,  BM 

Signau,  78 

Sihl,  river,  19,81^40,47 

,  valCb  48 

Sihlbrucke,  40 
SilberhSraer,  88 
Sflfnen,  4 15 

Sils,  yillage  and  lake,  873 
Silva Plana,  869, 874.  Lake.  974 
SilTerminea  ofCacMl,  488 
StlTlo,  mpnte,348 
Simmen,  Murce  oC  ^86 
Simmeneck,  castle  of,  140 
Simmentbal,  136, 139 
SXMPLOK  BOAD,  193, 197, 199 
——  hoapiee,  801 

TQlage,  801 

Singen,  83 
Sion.  198 

•lo  Bex.  by  Dlablercta,  1 96 

to  Domo  d'OMola,  by  tiie 

Simplon,  197 

•  to  Than,  by  the  £awyl, 

13ft 
_•  to  Saanen,  by  the  Sar 
net«ch,  188 
i  mont,  435 

,  Paa,  430 

Siaelen,  151 

Siasach,  18 

Sitten,  198 

Sitter,  valley,  810.    River,  xiae 

of;  884 
Sizt,  415 

,  valley  of,  414 

— —  to  Monthey,  416 
Skeleton  toars,  aiii 
Slate-quariiea  in  the  Flatten- 

berif,  943 
Slide  of  Alpnaeh,  66 
Sno«-line,lvi 
Snow,  red,  Ix 
Snow-atorma,  Ixvi 
Soanna,  val,  480 
8oacia,867 

Society  de  Dimanehe,  xlvii 
Soli  urk,  1 0.  Cathedral,  clock- 

tower,  arsenal,  muaeum,  10 
——  to  Bienne,  18 
^—  •  to  Basle,  0 
Solothuxn,  10 
Somvix,  S48 
Soncebox,  8 
Sondrio,  973 
Sorreboia,  col  de,  361 
Sorey,  yal,  378 
Sottlalex,  195 
Soyhiire,  7 
Sparone,  488 
SpeetreortheBlg1,47 
Speer,  37 

Speicher,  288  ^ 

Spiets,  castle  of,  70 
Spietxwyler,  79 
Spina*  883 
Spiringen,  840 
Spitie,  S40 
Splugen,  paas,  859 


8UOZ. 

Splngep,  859 

to  nana.  868 

—  •  to  Cdrc.  850 

to  liellinaona,  866 

to  Cbiavenna,  859 

Staad,138 
Stachelberg  hatha,  836 

to   Brigels,  by  the  Kis- 

tengait,848 

to  Altorf,  840 

to  Disentn,  841 

——to  Reichenan,  848 
Stael,  Madame  de,  178 
Stalk,  85 
StaiTelberg,  340 
Stalden,  347 
Stage,  865 
Stalla.  269 

StalTedro,  flen  of;  1S<I 
Stmu,  67  ;  to  Engelberg,  108 
Stanaatadt,  66 
Stlbibi,  S40 
Staubbaoh,  68,  85 
Stanfbeher,  Wemei,  68,  881 
Steameta— 
on  lake  of  Orient*  94 
on  lake  of  Como,  388 
at  Constance,  26 
•n  lake  of  Gonatanoe,  86 
on  lake  of  Geneva,  169, 176, 

193 
at  Laasanae,  181 
on  lake  of  Lnceme,  68,  60, 

111. 
on  Lago  Kaggfore,  809,  318 
on  lake  of  Morat,  148 
on  lake  of  Neuchfttel,  154 
atRoradiach,  818 
at  Zttg,  41 
at  Zttrieh,  83,  84 
Stedtelberg,  186 
Steckbom,  24 
Stein.  83,110 
Steinach,  810 
Steinberg  Alp.  184 
Steinen,  110,  831 
Steinhaoaalp.  108 
Steinhaoahorn,  108 
Stelvio,  road  of  the,  SSt 
Stephan,  St.,  140 
Stierenbaeh,  109 
Stock,  108 

Stockalper,  canal,  194 
Stoekhom,  77,  78,  188,  849 
Storegg  pass,  70 
Stooa,  813 

Strahleek,  paas  of  the,  101 
Strahlhom.  355 
Strittlingen,  tower  of,  188 
Strela,  pass,  288 
Stresa,  307,  310 
Stretta,  la.  pass,  878 
Strim,  valley,  850 
Stiona,  river,  307 

,  val  and  Tillage,  888 

Stroppo,  473 
Stnnae,  length  of,  xvii 
Stura,  the,  473,  475 
Sulpice,  St.,  160 
Saos,  275 


THOirON. 

Siurenen,  peas  of,  109 
Snrsee,  14 

Sn.ia,446.    Valley,  461 
Stiss,  276 
Suswlle,  346 
Susten,  pass  of,  109 

,  village,  198 

Sostenhom,  109 

Suwarnm^t  march  over  the  St. 

Gothard,  109,  118,  118, 12U. 

Aeross  the  Kinzig  Kalm,  238. 

Al  Mnotta,  888.     Up  the 

Semft-thal,  845 
Sue  river,  18 
Swus,  origin  of  the  nane,  60. 

.See  $  13,  xliv 
SwiTSKRi.AND.     IntTodoetory 

laftamatioD,  xi 


T. 

Taeonev  glacier,  894 
Tacqui,'col  de,  427 
Tagertsehe,  78 
Talifre  glacier,  398 
Tallolres,  437 
Tamlna,  814 
Tamins,  846 
Tanninges,416 
Tanaenbaig,  61 
Taraap,  276 
Tkrentaise,  449 
'resch,348 

glacier,  855 

TKsehbom,  887 

Tavannes,  8 

Tavetsch,  848, 849 

Teggiate,  860 

Teldienhom,  844 

Till,    Wiixiav,   birthplace, 

114.    Landa  on  the  PUtte, 

64.       Stioots    Qessler,     64. 

Scene    of    hia    deeds,    61. 

Death,  tu 
Teirs  efaapel,  85,  64 
Tell's  Coantry,  61 
Tellenbuiv,  castle  of.  189 
Tempo,  rai  de  la.  481 
Tenay, 164 
Tendre.  mont.  163 
Termlgnon,  456 
Terriret,  1 84 
Tenen,  38 
Ttte  Blanche,  856 
TAte  Noire,  393 

to  Martigny,  418 

Teafelrtein,  115 

Tenffen,  823 

Thabor,  mont,  444 

Thalwyl,  35 

Thiodale,  St,  pass  of,  867 

Thiband  de  Coat.  489 

Tbiele,  or  Zihl,  river,  6,  151, 

155, 156 
Thiengen,  20 
Thiermatten,  135 
Thonea,  valley  of,  437 
Thonon, 198 
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THORWALSSEN. 

ThorwaMwn't  Lloiit  M 
Thallea,  4T7 
Taw,  77 

,  Uke  of.  78 

— —  to  latorUken,  78 

toLeuk,  lf7 

to  Veray,  by  the  SlmnMa- 

thalflS* 
—  to  Slon  or  Stem,  1S6 
Thar  riTflr,88, 810, 886. 8oiuc«k 

887 
ThoTKOvIa,  canton,  87,  8S 
ThaiiiB,256 
TSeino,   river.   119,   188^  809. 

Valley,  818. 818 
Tiefenau,  76 
Ttefenkasten,  369 
Tignef,458.    Valde^48t 
Tine  pa«,  140 
Tbii^  rivulet.  186 
Tines,  lee,  408, 410 
TinneTorgeii  pie  dOb  416|  eol 

de.  416 
Tlmno,  880 
TitllB,  106 
TSdiberv.  887. 841 
Todten  See,  99 
Toggenbar;,  887 
Tondo  Riparlo.  818 
Torembee,S8T 
Tomo,  880 
ToRent,  Til  do.  861 
— ,  pea  de,  868 
Torrenthom,  188 
Tbfa,  rirer,  80S,  807.    FkttM 

</,808 
Toa^  valley  and  convent,  88 
Tour,  la,  418.464.    Gdldek477 
Tonr  de  Peili,  188 
TonUIea,  col  de,  418 
Toortillon  caade.  198 
Toumanehe,  val,  358 
Tooftemagne,  184, 198.  Valley, 

859 
»—  to  Kippel,  188 
— —  to  the  iSffxlKbhom,  804 
TouBS.  SKBf.KTOir,  ziii,  804 
ToQMaInt  rOaveitiue^  160 
Toirn8.Swtai,xlvli 
Teachael  Laninen,  84 
TrtneUimg  in  Switt^rloMd,  9  18, 

xzzii 
IVaTen,  val,  180 
Tavern,  468 
Traveisette,  eol  de  la,  466 
Trflat6te,  glacier,  408 
Tr^^ehant,  404,  410 
Tremeaio,  880 
Tremola,  ▼al,  180 
Tlremolite,  mineral,  180 
Trepalle,  879 

Trient,  190,  411.  Battle  oC  190 
Trift  glacier,  894 

in  the  Gadmenthal,  109 

TrimtaMh,  valley,  18 
Trinqnent,  418 
Triolet,  889 
Trogen,  888 
Tratfne,864 
Tiota  Torrenti^  417 


VAOUBA. 

Trooeliet,  la,  469 
TrilbSee,  III 
TrttbMOiadien,  71 
Tribnmelbach,  84 
Trilna,  847 
Trflttliaherg,  187 
Taehiamot,  848 
TMuerf.  877 
Taehingel  glacier,  184 

haoiM,  187 

TVitt.194 

Toiler  la.  de  Ste.  Fol,  487 
Tai]le,la,  484,451 
Tunnel   through  Alpi, 

444 
Targi.  18 

Torionm.  dte  of.  89 
Tvniiv,  446 

toAoBta,S66 
to  Chambfoy,  448 

to  Coonnayear,  866 
Tflrl,klceor.  48 
Tnrio  paai,  888.  888 
Turtman,  134,  198, 904 
Tiutnan-thal.  8.'.9 

to  Biniiwh-thal,  860 

Tii8ia,856 

Twann,  155 

Tyndall.  IVoAmot,  ^  16,  Iv 


U. 

Ubaye,  valley  of,  478, 478 
Ubayetfe,  river.  475 
Uediberg,  82 
Dj0M«,  481 
UTridien,104 
Ultimoni,aiteor,  18 
Unsponnen,  eartle  of,  81 
Unteraar  Gletaeher,  99 
Unter  -  Haaenatein   pa«b    18. 

TanneU  18 
Unter-Sehadien,  940 
Untemeb84 
Unteneen,79 
Untere  Rothhom,  851 
Unterwalden,  67 
Uonu>  peak  X51 
nrbaeVvailey  of,  96, 108 
(Jrblgenam,  dte  of,  168 
Uri,bayor,6S 

,  canton  of,  118, 114 

—-.gallery  of,  1 17 

Uri  Bothatoclc,  65 

Umer  Boden,  840 

Umerloch,  117 

Uxnren,  valley  and  Tillag*  of, 

117, 118 
UiK%ne,864 
Uaai,  river,  485 
Deter.  86 
Usuflh,  88 


V. 

Vacfaette.  la,  460 
Vadora,  817 


Vada^8l8,88l 
Val  Onlne,  410 
Valaia,  189.199 
— .,  Upper,  108 
Valetta  pei^  868 
Valette,377 
Vallaisan,  488 
Vallante,  od  de,  471 
Valleae.  848, 345, 367 
Vallengin,  158 
VaUeys,  Swia,  xIH 
Valnobe.vaI,418 
ValpelUne,868^888 
Valperga,  481 
Val  Pra.  480 
Valprafco,  480 
Vala,864 
ValaertMTg,  9«S 
ValMrine^  174 
ValteUne^  880 
Vanderena.  148 
Vanolae  pas,  455 
Vantone,  331 
Fora^.  884 
~^  to  Alagna.  889 
—  to  Val  Anaaeat 
^— •  to  Arona,  388 

*  to  Baveno,  888 

Varen,133 

Varmna,  888 

Varene.  aignille  de^  899 

Varrone,  val,  322 

Van,  eol  de,  479 

Vitti^  817, 848 

Vend,  canton,  140^  148. 156, 177 

FaMiou    valleys    800,    464; 

mateh  ofthe^  448,  461 
Vaniri«r.881 
Vaalion,  168 
Vedrob  valley,  80S 
Vegeno.  val,  811 
Velan,  mont,  878 
Venadio,  474 
Venaaea.  478 
Venets,  M.,  886 
Venoge,  Talley,  15T 
Venoflk488 
Venn,  St,  480 
Verdon,  valley,  478 
Vereina  paai,  876 
Verena,  St.,  chapel  and  her- 

mitage,  11 
Vermiana,  glaeler,418 
Vemai,  klce,  489 
Vemant,  188 
Vemayas,  190^  418 
Vemai,198 
Vemes,  184 
Vemey,  445 
Verrez,868 
VeRidreadeJoiix,160 

de  Sniae,  160 

Vcnam,  965 
Venuner  Tobel,  865 
Ven  r%lfae,  148 
Venuiz,  178 

>  river,  175,  407,  487  . 

Verte.  aigallle^  898 
Venaaoi,  valley.  818 
Veawncy,  eol,  868 


VBVAY. 

Vevay,  182.    Fdte  det  Vigne- 
rons,  183 

Vevey»e,  river,  142, 188 

Veyrier,  173 

VeytattZi  184 

Via  Mala  deBoribed,  850 

Vico  Sopmno,  S7S 

Vidge,  198 

torrent,  417 

VleKh,  104,  100 

to  Crodo^  805 

Viescher  Gnt.  10<I 

Viewhei^Homer,  108, 104 

Villa,  810,  272 

V{llar,485  • 

YiUuambert,  458 

Villaid  Ooltrenx,  45ft 

Villan  d'Ar^ne,  4ft» 

VilleneaTe,  186 

toSion,  187 

in  Val  d'AoiAa,  425 

Villetta  waterfall,  364 
ViUy,  404,  414 
Vimine,  440 
Vincent,  St.,  846,' 869 

Pymmide,  340        -^ 

Vindoniant.  site  of,  17 

Viola  pan,  279 

Vionnax,  104 

Viao,  monte,  469.    Col  de,  469 

Visp,  198 

to  Zermatt,  847 

to  San,  347 

Vispaeb,  198 
Visper-thal,  198,  847 
ViflM7e,361 
Vittora,  St^  268 
VisiUe,  467 
Vogogna,  307,  380 

to  Macognaga,  830 

Voiront,  lea,  175 

Voituriec^  Swin,  zxli 

VoUenateg,  359 

Voltaire,  169,  170,  172, 174 

Vozauen,  833 

Voider  Rhein  thai,  242, 246 

Vouvry,  194 

Voxa,  col  do,  398,405 

Vraita,  val,  471 

Vrin,  Talley  and  village,  253, 

864 
Vnach«|174 


VadeDadiwy],  85 
'Wagenhauaen,  83 
IVagenlncke^  225 
^Vafdenaee,  300, 464 
Waldegy,  eh&taui,  11 
M'aldnacht,  109 
Waldahut,  20 
WaUenatadt,  39 

,  lake,  37 

WalliaeUen,  28, 38 
"Wart,  Ton,  17 
Wartan,  caatle,  813 
Wartenstein,  caatle,  215 


INDEX, 

WIME8. 
Waaen,  110, 115 
Watchmakera,  152, 168, 168 
ff^ater/aiis,  Swiaa,  xli 
Waterfklla- 

Aar,96 

Aix,432 

Alpbach, 93 

Barbcrine,  411 

B6rard,411 

Bon  Nant,  393 

Dfitachbach,  109 

DoQb%  158 

Fatachbaoh,  238 

Fraaainone,  202 

Gardona,  262 

Oieaabach,  94 

Orezy,  433 
Moe8a,867 

Nant  d'Arpenai,  392 
Piumegna,  181 
Reichenbftch,  92 
Rhine,  21 
Romanebe,  459 
Rouget,  415 
Saane,  138 
Sallenehe,  190 
Sclireyenbach,  236 
Taaa,808 
Villetta,  364 
Wattwyl.  226 
Wauwill,  14 

Weggia,  43.61.    Aacent  of  the 

K&i  from,  43 
Weid,  bill  of,  88 
Weinachter  Eck,  222 
Weinfelden,  38 
Weiaabad.  224 
Welaaenbug,  189 
ff^0issM$tem  wuMmtabt,  aaeent 

from  Monater,  7.    From  So- 

leure,  11 

Weiaaenatein  in  the  Griaona. 

271 

Weiaahom  (Cerrin).  180 
Weiaamiea,  387 
Weiaatannen*tbal,  243 
Weiaa  Thor  paaa,  332,  351 
Wellborn,  91 
Wengem  Alp,  85 
Werdfenbeig,  213 
Werner,  poet,  129 
We8en,S7 

toScbwyti,227 

to  Glarna,  234 

Wetterbom,  88,  91 

WetUngen,  19 

Wetzikon,  38 

Widieln,  244 

Wildeg^r,  castle  of,  16 

Wilderiiirehlein,224 

Wildbaoa,  287 

Wildatrabel,  136 

Willigegn,  98 

WImmia.  caatle  of,  126,  189 

Wind  on  lakea,  60,  319 

WindgelleylU 

Winduch,  17 

Winea:  Neach&tel,  154;  Oor. 

taillod,  154;    I^COte.US; 

Coqaempin,  191;    lavaox, 
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ZURICH. 


188;  Yvome,  186;  Com- 
pleter, 818;  of  Piedmont, 
303  ;  Donas,  368 ;  Cbam- 
bave,  869 

Winkel,  66 

Winkelried,  Arnold,  bis  noble 
devotion,  14.  8tatae  of; 
67.     House  of,  67 

Wisterthiir,  88 

Wolfenachiess,  108 

Wolfeang,  St.,  283 

Wood-carvinff,  95 

Worb,72 

W«rtb,  caatle  of,  81 

Wrannka  Tobel,  S77 

Wrestling   matcbea,  xlix,  71, 

Wufflens,  caatle  of,  179 
Wunderbrunnen,  111 
Wyl,  810 

to  Coire,  886 

Wylderawyl,  69 
Wyler,  128 
Wyler  Fold,  15 
Wyndham  and  Pocock,  895 
Wytenstein,  63 


T. 

Yverdun,  157 

to  Geneva,  157' 

•  to  Neueh£tel^  157 

to  Lac  de  Jonx,  162 

Ymme,  186 


z. 

Zlhringen,  Benhthold  voa.  78 
Zavreila,  264 
22aziwyl,  72 
Zelize^  Croix  de,  417 
Zermatt,34S 

•toVi8p,347 

to  the  fiinflsch-tbal,  354 

to  Chfltillon,  356 

*  to  Evolena,  364 

Zemetx,  276 

Zihl,  ijver,  9, 151, 155, 156 

Zimmerman,  birthplace,  17.  At 
Bicbtenwyl,  35 

Knal  glader,  354;  hamlet,  861 

2Sxers,217 

Zmutt  gUusler,  350 

Zocea  pass,  273 

Zoffingen.  14 

Zollikofen,  9.  15 

Zachokke,  Henry,  reaidenoeb  1 6 
Zoo,  40 

,  lake  of,  41 

•  to  Zurich,  39 

Zomstein,  Herr,  342 

Spitse,  353, 

Zumsteg,  808 

Zurich,  29.   Battle^  29.  Catha- 

2b 
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Zl^BICH. 

Zt^RICHBEBOEN. 

ZWIBOHI. 

dial.  29.    Plan  of  town,  SO. 

Zttrieh  to  Berne,  by  Baden,  83 

Zannegem,S8C 

Library,   81.     Anenal,  81. 

to  Cdre,  by  the  lake  of 

Zati,  875 

UaiTenity*  81.  Promenadei, 

Zweiiritaehinen,  88 

31.     Botanical  Garden,  81. 

Zorich,  84 

Zweiaimmen,  184, 140 

EnTironi,  38.    Reformation 

to  I^Qceme  or  the  Rigf ,  by 

Zwingli  at  Zurich,  89,  31,  3S. 

at,    38.    Mannfactarea,    88. 

Horgen,  Zug^  and  Inunenaee, 

Hit   birthplaoe,   887.      Uta 
death  at  Kappel,  48 

Railway*  and  •teamboats,  83 

89 

Zurich,  lake  of,  84 

to    Lucerne^    orer    the 

ZwingUri,ll5 

to  $t.  Gall  and  Bonebaeb, 

Albis,  or  by  railway,  47 

Zwirghi,  98 

.   810 

ZUrichbeigen  gold-mine^  808 
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Spiers'  Omameulal  liuuiateotnrGs, 
Oxford 26 

Tennant,  Geblogbt 66 

Threshor'B  Essentials  lorbmTallfng  10 


APPEAL  TO  TBATBLLERS; 


Jfiiy.  18««. 


See|>p.l8sjBd79. 
B 


:  r  sivwArs  m»jawm  ^yjswtisvi.    *        fny, 


NEW  BBITISft  TARIFF,   1866. 

f 

MESSRS.  J.  &  R.  MCCRACKEN, 

38,  QUEEN  STREET,  CAIWON  STEEET  WEST,  E.G., 

AOBNTS,  BT  APPOHmiXinr,  VO  THB  BOVAL  ACADEUT,  JTATIONAL  QA.LLBBT, 
ASJ}  QQYEKSnCBen  pEFABTXSSrr  OF  SCIENCB  AND  ABT, 

OSnSBAL  AVD  FOBSItflT  JkQTSTB, 

WINE  MERCHANTS, 

Affehts  for  Bonvier's  JVenchatel  €liaiii|Nif ne, 

An> 

AOEKTS  OXKV&ALLT  F09  TBS  BEOXFTXOV  ASTD  $HI7MENT  OF  WDttO  OF 

AST,  BAGOAQE,  &0., 

nuiK  ▲»»  VO  AXiL  PAATft  OF  TBS  WOaU», 

AiTail  th^ntdTiM  of  this  ^portatiitf  to  return  their  unoere  thanks  to  the 
Nobility-  and  Genirj  for  the  patrona|;8  hitherto  conftrred  on  them,  and  hope  to 
be  Jionoured  wUh  a  oontinuanoe  of  their  &roun«  Their  chai^  are  framed  with 
a  due  regard  to  economy,  and  -  the  «ime  care  and  attention  will  be  bestowed  as 
heretofore-  upon  all  packages  passing  through  their  hands. 


J.  and  R.  M«0.  hare  the  adrant^ge  of 

DRY  AND    SPACIOUS    WAREHOUSES, 

Where  Worics  pf  Art  and  all  descriptiona  of  Property  can  be  kept  dnribg  tba 
OwDfsn*  abflenoe,  at  most  moderate  rates  of  rent. 

Parties  fkrouring  J.  and  B.  H^.  with  their  Consignments  are  requested  to  be 
partMilar  in  having  the  Bills  of  Lading  sent  to  them  dibbct  by  Post,  and  also  to 
forward  their  Keys  with  the  Packages,  as,  although  the  contents  may  be  free  of 
Duty,  all  packages  are  still  examined  by  th«  Customs  tanmediatelf  on  wrrWtA, 
Packages  sent  by  Steaman  or  otherwise  to  Southampton  and  Lirerpool  also  attended 
to ;  but  ^  Letters  of  Adrice  and  Bills  of  Lading  to  be  addressed  to  88,  Qvebn 
Street,  as  above. 

MSSSBS.  J.  AND  B.  MOCRAOEEIT 

ARE  THB  APPOiKTED  AGENTS  IN  ENGLAND  OF  MR.  J,  It  FARiNA, 
GEOEKUBSR  PEM  JuUCHft  PX4AtZ»  Cot^OQ]^, 


GELEBRaiTBO  :BAU  SE  COlkOONE. 


IBW.  MUBSULVU  HAXDBOOK  ADYEmsiBft. 

PBICIQ  LU»T  01!  J.  «i  9'  V< 

Ditto 

XNMD         LoadoA  Ptfttettlir 

Ditto         Tery  olil 
BouTXKK  FjiEBXs*  Pkux  Medal  Cbautaq%% 
O&iMrjkOKt,  lfon^«,  PotocsftT^B,  Clicquot's  . 
Clabxts  (Fim  fa«M  SU»9«ris)     .      • 
BxTBGxrNDixa         ditto  « 

Hock  (Saolis  &  Hdcheimer*B)  '     . 

MoBBLLS  ditto  .  • 

Spabxuko  do,  ditt9  t  •  ^  < 

P0&T8  (First  Claw  Shippers)  .  • 

Shbr&xes  ditto  •  f     '     •  , 

BsAJfpns  (Ejs3g^m$Bf.%  A9«},  p^r  doien  easfi 

Porta,  SherriM,  Glareta,  Ac.,  in  W994t  i^  lB04«Md  PiAeet. 

/to/ion  TFtne*^  JDIqMuf^i  ^.,  «/  aiwr^f  (MMf^iid^  ai  ptr  /Vmm  X»M, 
Wines  and  Brandies  Shipped  Fw»  of  D^f^  iU)  all  pai:t»  qf  the  World. 


POBAO: 

^ZUI'gf.  WINES. 

•                       •• 

Per  Dosen. 

■  :  ?    ♦ 

P            .             24/ 

per  Quarter  Ca«k,  112. 

t* 

lOA  .             it/ 

i» 

13/.  .            ><>/ 

.     .       4V 

48/  to    84/  . 

W/  18/  50/  tp  150/ 

20/  to  100/  ' 

44/  to  1^0/ 

•ttO/  to    50/ 

f 

48/  to     70/ 

.    «8/  48/  to  100/  ' 

A            80/  to    .70/. 

48/  to'   84/  ' 

^V^    •-    ^  *  .*>i^»*  ' 


LIST  OF   DUTIES. 

All  kinds  of  Merchandise,  Works  of  Art,  Antlquitifliy  C^t^rioattiM,  &p^  &r«  o^ 
admitted  into  England  HUUE  Of  DtTCTt  axoapb  ilM  jTqlloving  (and  a  faw  oth«n 
not  of  aOAllttil  iaterest  lo  etaomirate  h«rie),  which  are  sIKU  liable  to  Dotj,  rtz.  :«-- 

AKavxBvsADK  WATfett '  .  .  «     '       «      '       b^Atf  poiloA  •  8  10    5 

CxoABS  and  TobacoOt  nantifacttur^  (81hi.  only  aUo^ved  In  • 
passenger's  baggage) 

ToaAcco,  unmaflttftietTirM  (i^th  5  per  e^,  aftditioniil)  ;      '    4itto    6    3    0 


COFVXS         .  •  .  • 

CoitFBCTtommY  J[Swi;etmeata  anid  Sa6eade|) 

Ooanfau  andt  JUaoxvaa       •  • 

EAff  SB  Cox^Mi^^in  Idng  Haski 

J  III in-i^ther  bottles  •  ;* 

MA0C4BOKt  ShA  ^KKStStUA   .   . 

Platb,  of  Oold    .    ,  •      .  • 

■  of  Silrer   .  • «  *    '  • 


•        the  lb,    9     A    0 


*        .  4ittQ  0    0   iS  • 

ditto  0     0     1 

.  ^hegtMon  <6  14  "V\ 

•,  «a«A  0     0     6 

.  th€  gaU<m  0  14    0 

.     th^  cv/t  H.  .0:  *4-. 

. .  the  gallon  0  14     0 

,the  oa,  troy  0  17     0 

«  .  /  mtto  0  i/t^ 


f 


TSA  '   •  •  •  • 

Wnnuin  eaak»  npdav.tS*^  of  atrwgth         \ 

,                 ^       aboYO  28**  and  undet  42"  of  litireligih              *'  ditto    0^9.0 

,                 „  '       „    '42°,  for  eyery  degree  of  ale«boli«  Btrength  ,^  ditto    0     0     3 

.- -  lii  Bottle  ^lA^iefc  to  tho  gaSon)  accctdlng  tO  «tT«hgth  as  .       - : .  < 

aboTQ      •,.♦■.•            •            .            .            T  *«f;0    3.  8 

Sratnv  in  Cask  and  in  Btfttla            •            4            *     ■      'i  .  .ditto  .  0  Id    8 

SplrUiin0ttilh*wk(x>iftaH^t^tk^^  -     , 

..     ...       .  ^  -g 


ii 


HDRRArS  HAiniBOOK  ADVSBTiSBB.  Umj, 


BEBUN 


MESSRS.  J.  AND  B.  MCCRACKEN'S 

PRINCIPAL  CORRESPONDCNTS   ARC   AT 

ALBZANDBIA. The  Egyptian  CwmnMirtiil  vA  Tiadlpg  Campwy'-htte  Beigo^  &  Oo. 

ALICANTE Mr.  FTR.  Daulandkb. 

AN OONA    Metsn.  Mooai,  M osbllbt,  lit  Oo. 

A  VTWITP  P  S  MeMTB.  F.  MaOK  &  OOu 

A«  r w  iLitr 1  Mr.  P.  Vak  Zbsbboecx.  Pictuw  Dealer,  to^  Rue  de*  BeooUeta,  207«. 

ATHENS.   PIELifiUS 

n  A  nw  n  a  ntn^r       i  licflen.  SruFFER  &  Bikdbs.    Mr.  F.  Pumaxr's  Baooeenr. 

BADEN  BADEN  ...  |     jj^^^^  Mblliwo  Fbkrss. 

BAD  EMS..., Mem.  Bbcksb &  Juvo.    Mr.BLW.  Teixl 

BAONERES  I^  BI-. 
GORRB      (Hantee  V  Mr.  Lio>  Gxbuzct,  Marble  Worka. 

fyito6«0 ' 

^Aorv  (MeigrkJHAvPBBiiwBiKfcFiu.   Mr.  Jkak TROianar,  Flit. 

oAount  ,#....^ (Mr.  J.  Fbbt. 

MeMua.  SCHicKLKB  Biotbera. 

Mr.  Liow  M.  Oomr,  Oonun'^.  ExpMltenr. 

Meears.  C.  HABacH  k  Co.,  Glaai  MannfiMftareni,  <t,  Unter  den  Linden. 

BERNE 

BEYROUT. Mr. Hmr HcAtD. 

BOLOONA Mc8ara.RciiOLX.BiM«io,  «((>».   8|g.L.]fBn,  ...  .      . 

BOMBAY....^ Mesan.  Leckib  &  Oo. 

IMessn.  A.  B.  Sabattkb  9c  0>. 
Mr.  Qrkmailly  Fila  Aloe. 
Mr.  Lftov  Qkbuzr,  44,  AlMee  de  Toomy. 
Jieflrs.  Hrri^tB  ts  <^.,  TItM  da  ndalflk  4.) 
BOULOGNE  S.  M.. .    Mefl«r8.'M0sYrPc^  Fils,  k  VooxTK.    Mr.  A.  Sns. 
CAA»A>I8.. ..,.,.....    Meesrt.  MoBT,  Pbrb,  FruB»  1^  Vooirs. 

Calcutta Meesrs.  Giclandbkb,  JUbuthnot,  k  Co.  , 

CARLSBAD Mr.  TaoiCAa  Wour.  GlaM  Man«r*ctw«r<  ' 

0 ARRA  RA aig.  F.  Bibnaxx iC  ficalptor.   Sig.  VnrcBiao  LrvTi  Sqalptor. 

CATAKfA MeasTB.  Jeahs  &  Oo. 

CIVITA  VECCHIA .  Meaara.  Lows  BaoniKBa.  BrtUah  Vice  Consulate. 
C0BL8NTZ  .».4« .., '  Ifeiara.  Sachb  &  Hqcrhbihbb,  Wine  Morebanta* 
tVMiia.m  i  ^r*  J*  ^'  Fabixa,  gegeQilber  dem  Julicha  Plata. 

UUUIGNK iKewra.  G«».  TtuduW Co.    Mr.  P.  J. OA«an«»rt. 

CONSTAHCS Mr.FBBD.Hor. 

OQNSTANTINQPLE    Meaara.  a  6.  HAvaoir  4^00.   Mc  AussD  C.  LAUomow. 

COPENITAGEN Me«ra.H.XBtlroftSir 

OORPD Mr.  J.  W.  Tatlob. 

Meaan.  U.  W.  Bassbvob  kOo.    Mr.  £.  Abxou>»  Ptfntfleller.    The 
Director  of  the  R(^  Porcelain  Mannfactory  DepOt  Mr.  JT.  Kbbibs, 
Glaaa  Manufarturer.  Madame  Hbuna  WofiVftMOi;  MiBaMrgMie, 
No.  5.    Mr.  MoBiTz  Mayeb,  Moilta  Stnuae. 
Meaara.  Exxi*.  Fxvzi  &  Go.    Meanv.  Frkxch  &  Co.    Meaara.  tf  a- 
Q0AT  &  Pakbxhax.    Mr.  E.  Go6t>BAir.    Mr.l.ToooH.    Meain. 
vtn^mmp  .        '    )    Nbcti,  Ciardi,  k  Co.    Mr.  Am*,  pf  Lcioi  BiACBitTi.    Mr.  B, 
rujnxjHSjts  .^ <     j^^^    Mr.  GA«io.BiAKOHnii.MoaaIc  Worker,    lieasra.  P.  Baz- 

ZAVTi  k  Fio.,  Scalptors,  Lungo  I'Anio.    Sl^  Qahmjh  Nooomu. 
,    SIg.  Luior  Ra VAooi. 

{Mr.  P.  A.  Taochi's Sncoeasor, Glaaa MaanfiKtarer,  Zell D,  44. 
Meaara.  Bnro,  Jun.,  k  Oo.     Mr.  F.  BShlkb.  Zell  D.  n. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Zipv.    Mesan.  SAcna  and  Hochheqcsb,  Wine  Merchants. 
FRANZENSBAD. ',..    Mr.  C.  J.  HorMAMV. 
GCNEVA  .....*....    Mr.  Auox*  Smbu.  Mr.  G.  A.  Vmonun,  Gfnd<)aalr N6k  K. 

{Meiara.  Gravbt,  BBOvnr,  Sc  Ox 
Measra.  G.  Viomolo  &  Fioi.    Mr.  A.  MoasA,  Crooe  dl  Malte. 
Mr.  G.  Gtntui. 

GHENT i-^^^S'"^  ^*  ^^^'^'^  Fbkbbb.  I>9tJifiXfi  In  Antiq^Uet, .Mirche  an 

"* (,     Beui're.  No.  31. 

GIBRALTAR Meiara.  AJmaoLD,  Johmbtok,  &  Powbbb.    Meaan.  Tinunat  Ac  On. 

HAMM7BO Mea8rB.SaiiAAB&CLAUHi.  ^r. G.J. r. BODS* 

HAVRE Mmiri.  l^UBnn^F^  Fila  ieune,  and  G.GAnox. 


DRESDEN 


1866.  HURBAT'B  EAJKPBOOK  AIW£KTl8Ilt. 


LEGHOBir 


vcBAOEors  LI8X.  ov  (X)9ju^man>xirrs-H»n«iiu«i. 

HONFLEOR Mr.J.Wimi.  '' 

IHTKRLAGKEN....    M r. J. GmnKAinr.     Mr. GuMnrr Smtl 
IiAUBANNB M r.  L.  LoMOOHAif P8. '  V r.  DuBOD  RcNoUp  FOfl. 

fJtetoB.   W*  Macb^aji   &   Gp.   Kewra,  Thomab  Patb  fc  Soxs 

,  i  M^wnri.  MMiUAt  Jt-TAVSHHAM,    Meam^  Oiaob.  Mioau  &  Fio*., 

2     Sculptors  in  Alabaater  and  Marble.   Mr.  H.  Risxobi.   Mr.  Caklo 

Qab^ocIi  Ufflsto  dellA  Sirad^  Evr^to,    Momvb.  Qb.  ^^tu^i  Sc 

V    Cd.    Mr.  UxiaBtOoTBSXAi^. - 

LEIPZIG Mr.  J^^OiasLaoBCAon'tiSlMQefflsr. 

ijq«|>|v  CThe  Agent  of  the   l^eninanlar  and   Oriental  Steam  Navigation 

^^        \    OoQipuy. 

LUGEBNE M«Blr8.  F.  EKOlB  &  I>1ls. 

MAIXPUS MMir«.Bi]iKTleCo. 

jCALAGA Mr.  OaoftOB  HoDOMir.  . 

(  Mr.  EvAjru^L  Zawot,    Mmtm  J«^.  DmsHAinir  9t  BoiBi  4S,  Stradk 

MAIiTA. {,    Ij»?aM(%MoaaloWoriccnk    Xr.JPQ«r<«A»>TB«rA,«9»fitndftS» 

(     LndA.    Mr.  L.  F&AHOAU^TZA.  IJQ.  StndA  St.  Qipvaonl.     . 

MANNHEIM Meiara.  ErasBV  ft  Glaus. 

MAEIEWBAD Mr.  J,  T.  Anuca.  Olaaa  Mawtfaotiirw. 

MAiunen.Tiis  C Messrs CLAuns  Glkm & Cqi»   Messs. Hoba«P Bodcbbt 4 Qok 

MAKHKlLlilw ^y^^  Phiuorbt.  8,  Rue  Sdifren. 

MAYENCE Mr.O.L.KATSBit,Expeditear.    Mr.  W.KiiuaaKAnr,Oabliiet  Maker. 

MENTONE Mr.  Paucabo.  Mr.  Jeak  Obekgo  Fils. 

MESSINA Caillixb,  Walkbb.  &  Co. 

*"^" 'tSSarS-FBATELLlBBAMBILLA.      "  *       '^''^   ' 

MONTREAL Measrs.  Thokfbos,  Mubbat,  ft  Go. 

irrrwrnCT  i  ^'-  ^^'  Wixicbb,  PrintaeUer,  Tbeatinerstnase.  36.    Heirs  of  Sbb. 

Muxixun ^    PicRMUt    MbmcI' It.  Nbob^uu  ft  Co. 

NAPLES Meaars.  tOovLDfeV  ft  Ce.    SleMK  W.  J.  Tubbbr  ft  Go. 

NEW  TORE Measrs.  Auotin,  Baldwiit,  ft  Co. 

^nrm  C  Maasnv  A.  LA^qi^  ^  Co.,  BriUal^  Oooaolate.  Mewra^  E.  CmvaiB 

***" X    ftOo.    IieaPW*!Ci»A8.0roia>AK. 

(  Mr.  Paou>  C^alosbbbti,  Bt  the  Hed  Hom^  Peeler  In  Antiqnitiea. 

NUREMBERG, .  i . . .  <  Mr.  Jomr  OotmAD  Omopv.  Banker  and  FtfhraxdtDg  Agent. 

I  Mr.  A.  PrcKKBT,  Dealer  in  Antlqaities. 

06TEND MesartTBAtiH  Uea.    Mcssra.  Mack  laid  Co. 

PALERMO 

^ARI8 Hr.L.OMMtB,ftclBSr»R«eOMtatBBtttaClaDt»,lR>.M. 

PAU. ...... *..»..«..     MrJ^BBOBBOT.  ' 

PISA 4 Meesta.  Hogcbt  ft  Vav  Libt,  SjOolpioTS  In  Alabaster  and  Marble* 

m>  A  nrrv  S  ^^ •  ^*  HonffAim ,  Olasa  Manafactorer,  BlBtBrH  Stem. 

FRAGUU... '••^Mr.A-V.LBBBDA^Gwi  Maker. 

QUEBEC Mesars.  FoBanH  ft  Pjexbextok. 

{Messrs.  Maobbam  ft  Go.  Messrs.  Fbbkbobv  ft  Gb.  Messrs.  MAQVAt, 
Pakbhham,  ft  HoOKBB.    Messrs.  SpADA,  Flahiki,  &  Co.   Messrs. 
Plowdbm,  Cholx BLBT,  ft  Go.   Mt.  £.  Tbzbbl   Mr.  Ltjigi  Bbab- 
CHDn,  at  the  EugUah  College.    Mr.  J.  P.  Srba. 
i»/vin«in»nA  w  S  Messrs.  PbbbioK  icXSo. ,  Missrs.  C.  Hbhmabh  ft  Co. 

ROTTERDAM t  MeasiB.  Boutmy  ft  06.         ^ 

SCHAFFHAUSEN  ..  Mr.  Fbbd  Hoz. 

SEVILLE Mr.  JnuAN  B.  Williams,  British  yice^}oiisalate. 

8MYRNA...i.i.#.^  Meeajpe, Hajwo»&  Co.  ^  .  i 

ST.  PETERS]|D1D9 ,  ^sCs  tH#i«&N.  Bomab,  ft  0«    X^.  €.  K#tCG|^  - 

SYRA Mr.  WiLBiNSON,  British  Consul.' 

THOUNE Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Wald,  Basaar.    Mr.  X.  Bczbbbgbb. 

^rairar...u)!l'.r!l   «MLJ.A.L4P0HAiQBleKiia<»o;KuQdDrii]^^  / 

/  Messrs.  Fbkbes  SausLm.    Mr.  Aktunio  Zen. 

YBNIOB \  Messrs.  S.  ft  A.  Blumbkthal  &  Co. 

.  llfr.LBorx««r.<?fl*hpogc.B*tH^lno,No.v2W0.ro#8*.''. 

VEVET '  M*.  Jules  Qbtaz. 

trrviov  4  S  ^'*  ^*  Ullbich,  Glasa  MannfSkctnrer,  am  Lageck,  No.  3. 

YiJfiflfiA ^Mesars.  J.  ftL.  LoaHKTSB.  Glass  Mannfactarers,  940.  Kilmthncr 

VOLTERRA   Slg.  Otto.  Solahti.  [Strasse. 

WALDOSUTT......    Mr. Fbb]>. Hob. 

2U&I0n... Messif.  Wbiss kiun  Bbaouut. 


6  llini^t*S  lUiKVBOOK  ADVXRTISn,  Umf, 


»0tmfmm 


Gt,   BlAlTCHlKli 

ttJOrWACTOKER  OF  tApUES  ASD  LADKS'  OENAMENTS 

OP  PLORENTIFB  MOSAIC, 

LUNG'  ARNO  NUOTO,  1, 

INVITES  the  Engliah  NoUlitjand  GeaUj  to  visit  Iiia^EifablishiiieiiV  ^hett 
VOM;  ahr«|ft  be  mbb  nwnerww .  «pecha«M  af  thii  oeUhrated  and  beautiful 
MefraflMAnfe,  Iff  ev^ety  d««erlptfte  of  Item  aad  PreciMM  Signet.  Orden  fo#  T*M«s 
and  other  Omattients  eieetiMl  to  any  Design.. 

G.   BiANCHiNi'8  Agenti  tli  'Jhii|ilaiid  c«  Mms.    J*  &  R«    II'CMAOKXM 
38,  'Qti^i^  Stfedt^  CMnhoti  Street  W^t^  L<)liddii« 

!■  I  111  I  I      II  ■■•■■■  I  'mm       iiwp— ^i^—     ■     I       ■  ■  ^—^■^■^p^i— *—i^ 

BRIENZ -^  tNTERLACKEN. 


*     ' 


SCULPfOS  IN  WOOD,  AND  MANtJ*^AC?nTRER  OF  SWif» 
:     .    WOOD  MODELS  JPTD  ORNAMtoTS, 

AT   OnfMKMUUH 


riiS  WABimaWB  k  aitoitad  Mwmd  th«  Bffh«dere  Hotel  and  SchwaiMiiii< 
-'^  ^here  he  keeps  the  largest  and  best  assoftmefit  ^l!he  aboTS  abjeeta  M  ^ 
found  in  SWiteerlatto*    He.undiirt^ladt  to  forward  G^odii^  toEngiktidand  else^rtiefe. 

Correspondents  in  England,  Metsft.  J,  H  B*  tfcOt^ACSI^,  38,  Queen  Street, 


^^  H  n^^i^pp^p  I  »    »        11*  w^w^"*!*    ■  ■*  ■  ■     -  -   -^    «-   *•        ■■■^^n  ■■     Tf  ■»*    ♦      »■  ■ai>-^»*>^.^  -*- -    -*■  ^titi^aa^B a  I 


PISA. 


GIUSEPPE  AOT)HEONI, 
Sculptor  in  Alabaster  and  Objects  of  Fine  Art, 

NO;    872,    VIA    SANTA    MARIA, 


A  GREAT  ASSORTMENT  OF  FIWJJ  ARtS,  SCULPTURU,  *c, 

CAN  BE  SEEN. 


I8(r6. 


l«tBRAY*S(  HAK1)B001C  ADVBBTISER. 


ANTWERP. 

HOTEL  DE  rEVROFE, 

Neat  to  the  Pott  Qgke. 
Th«  hi>Bt  .MviA^tB  SiiVAii)*  or 

THSTOWK. 

Formerly  Hotel  da  Paxc. 

Thib  Hotel  has  been  rebuilt,  a  magnificent 

Salle  k  manger  added,  as  well  as  many  Bed 

Aid  SHting  Rooms,  entirely  new  farnlBhed 

tod  redecorated;  md  t&e  prei$ent  Proprietor 

sporra  no  exertion  to  render  it  one  of  the 

most  popular  hotels  on  the  GundneAt. 

Excellent  Table  d'Hdte. 

Hot  and  Cold  Baths. 

Stabling  and  Ooach-Honse. 

English  and  French  NewBpi^ieiB. 


LEGHORN. 


mACINTH  nCAU  AND  SON, 

Sta,  lyancfisoo,  No,  20. 

Ifannfitetory  of  ttarbid,  Alabastftr.  and 
Scagliola  Tables,  and  DepOt  of  olilecta  of 

Their  eztensiTe  Show-rooms  ore  always 
open  to  TlBiiMl. 

THUS  Aaurxs  or  kkqlasd  abb 

ME88X18.  J.  AND  B.  M'CRAGEEF, 

38,  Queen  Streett  Cannon  Street  Weet, 
London, 


■'■j*  »■■    I    !■    I     * 


fia,m'm       I     »  ■■  P.I ^' 


MUNICH. 


HENRY  WIMMER'S 

OALLBRT   OF  FINE   ARTS. 

'    PB0PBI8T0R, 

AUGUST   HTJMPLMAYR, 

Z5,  THEATINES  STB££T, 

Invites  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  risit  his  Galleby  OF  FINE  Affrs,  containing 

an  Extensiye  Collection  of 

M6bERN      PAINT  IN  OS 

hyiSbe  IjeW  Munich  Aritots, 

PAINTINGS     ON     PORCfiliAIN     AND     ON     GliASS, 

all  florts  of 

PHOTOGRAPHS,   ENGRAYlKaS,   Lf^tHOGRAl^Hd,   £TC., 

indtiding  the  complete  Collections  of  the  Tarions  Galleries. 


dorrespondents  and  Agents  in  England,  Mcs^jis.  J.  St  K.  M'Cuackkn,  38,  Que^ 
Sti'eet,  Cannon  Street  West,  London. 
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FRANKFORT  O.  M. 

I         I        ■ 

P.  A.  TACOHI'S  SUCCESSOR, 

ffiOHEMHAH  MHCY  (BLfiiSS  AHB  CiySTM. 

WAEEEKOlDrSEo     . 


p.  A.  TACCHI'S  SUCCESSOR,  MANUFACTtmER  of  Bohkmiak 
Glass,  b^  to  acquaint  tho  Public  that  he  has  always  an  extensive 
Assortment  in  the  Kewedt  and  most  Elegant  Designs  of 

OBNAMBNTAL  CUT,  ENaRAYED,  GILT,  Ss  PAINTED  GLASS, 

BOTH  VHITB  A^  COLOUBXD, 

In  Densert  Services,  Chan<|eUer8,  Candelabras,  Articles  for  the  Tahl« 
and  Toilet,  and  every  possible  variety  of  objects  in  this  beautiful 
branch  of  manufiicture.  He  solicits,  and  will  endeavour  to  merit,  a 
continttanc0  of  the  favours  of  the  Public,  which  he  ha^  enjoyed  in 
so  high  a  degree  during  a  considerable  number  of  years, 

P.  A.  TACOHI'S  SUCCE880&  has  a  Bkaitch  Estabubhusnt  during  the 
Summer  Seaaou  at 

WIESBADEN^  in  the  Old  Colonnade, 

'  •  •.     . 

Where  will  always  be  found  an  extensive  Selection  of  the  newest 
Articles  from  his  Frankfort  Establishment. 

Visitors  to  Frankfort  should  not  fail  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Show 
Rooms  of  Mr.  P.  A*  Tacgbi's  Sucgessob. 


His  Agents  in  England,  to  whom  he  undertakes  to  forward  Pur- 
chases made  of  him,  are  Messrs.  J.  &  B.  M'Cbaoxen,  88,  Queen 
Street^  Cannon  Street  West,  London, 
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COLOGNE    ON    THE    RHINE. 


JOHAM  MABU  FARINA, 
GEGENUBER  DEM  JtlLICffS  PLATZ 

(Oppmte  fbe  JiUlch'a  FImb), 

PURVE70B   TO    H.    M.    QUKEK    VICTORIA; 

TO  H.  a  H.  THE  PRINOE  OF  WALES; 

TO  H.  K.  XHB  KBfQ  OF  PBITSSIA;  THE  SMtFBBOR  Oi*  RUdSIA; 

THE  KDra  OF  HANOVER,  BTa  BTC^ 

or  TlfM 

ONLT  GENUINE  EAU  DE  COLOaNE. 


THK  frequtnef  of  tjittakeSf  which  are  sQiiiellmv  Mctdtntal^  but  lot  th#  Asost 
|Mrt  the  result  of  deoeption  practised  by  interested  Individoals,  Induces  me  to  request 
Um  attnition  of  English  travellers  to  the  ft>Uowiag  stateBient  :— 

The  IkToarable  reputation  which  my  Eau  de  Cologne  has  acquired,  since  its  invention  by 
my  anoeslor  in  the  year  1709,  has  induced  many  people  to  Imitate  it;  and  in  order  to  bo  able 
to  sell  their  qrarious  article  m<HPe  easily,  and  under  pretext  that  it  was  gennine,  they  pro- 
cured themselves  a  Arm  of  Farina,  by  entering  into  partnership  with  persons  of  my  name, 
whkAk  Is  a  very  common  one  hi  Italy. 

Persons  who  wish  to  purchase  (he  genuine  and  original  Eau  de  CMogne  ought  to  be  psrd- 
etilsr  to  see  that  the  Isbels  end  the  bottlee  hav«  not  only  my  name,  Johamm  Maria  Farina, 
but  also  the  addiUonal  words,  gegenUber  dem  Jittick't  Plat»  (that  is,  opposite  the  JuUch's 
Plaas),  wltboat  sdditloii  of  any  number. 

Travellera  visiting  Cologne,  and  Intendhig  to  buy  my  geonine  artidek  an  caiutioaed  sgainst 
being  led  sstrsy  by  cabmen,  guides,  commissioners,  and  other  parties,  who  olTer  their  services 
to  them.  I  therefore  beg  to  state  that  my  manufacture  and  shop  are  In  the  same  house, 
situated  cppotUe  the  JuUch's  Place,  and  nowhere  alsa.  It  happens  too,  frequently,  that  the 
said  persons  conduct  the  nninstructed  stnmgers  to  shops  of  one  of  the  fictitious  firms,  where, 
notwithstsnding  assertion  to  the  contrary,  they  are  renmnerated  with  nearly  the  half  part  of 
the  prioa  paid  by  tha  puirhimir<  who,  of  cooivek  fluist  piQr^liMUffeoUy.th&i  Roiopeiatkii  hy  « 
high  price  and  a  bad  article. 

Another  Und  of  Imposition  fc  pmctiscd  it  almost  .every  hotel  in  Cologne,  where  waiters, 
commissioners,  tec,  offer  to  strangen  £an  de  Cologne,  pretending  that  it  Is  the  genuine  one, 
and  that  I  delfv«Nd  It  ta  them  for  the  purpose  of  MllAg  it  Ibr  my  aoeoiittt. 

The  only  certain  way  to  gel  In  Orfagno  vaj  genuine  arirlcle  is  to  buy  it  personally  at  my 
house,  oi^patite  the  JiUick'i  Place,  forming  the  comer  of  the  two  streets,  Unter  Ooldschmidt 
and  Oben  Marspforten,  Ko.  S3,  and  having  in  the  traai  six  balconies,  of  which  the  three 
higher  ones  bear  my  name,  Jc/uam  JBxHa  Fittina, 

The  ezoeUenos  of  i»y  manufootura  has  been  pot  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  fact  that  the 
JwonB  of  theOrsat  BzhlbitioQs  fii  LoodoD,  1861  and  U62,  have  awarded  to  me  the  PUm 
Kadftl,  and  that  I  obtslned  honourable  mention  at  the  Great  Ezhlbitioa  in  Psii^  186S. 

OktLOQVi,  January  im.  JOHAKN  MARIA  FARINA, 

gegenUber  dem  jGlich's  platz. 

%*  Jfy  A(fmoy  in  Zwdon  it  ut  Msssbs.  J.  &  R.  WCbmcksv,  38,  Qiife» 

Slreet,  Cannon  Street  Wett. 
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PRAQUE, 


WILLIAM  HOFMANN, 

BOHEMtAk    QhAatt   IfAlfttfAd^URER, 

TO  .Bn  iujwnr  ibk  empkbor  of  ac8XBi*, 

HOttL  BLUE  *TAI», 

Reoomhenos  his  great  aasortaiMif t  of  OkM  Wtt%  H^m  his  own  Manufactories  in 
Bohemia.  The  choicest  Articles  in  everj  .Colour,  Shape,  and  Description,  are  sold, 
at  the  same  moderate  prices,  at  hfs  fistabtlshmeots. 

Agents  in  London,  Jlesif*.  J.  And  IL  M'CBACKSiT,  88^. Queen  Street,  Caxmon 

Street  West.       §^o4kf^rMr4ed  Utect  WE^farvi^  JmMca,  fc. 

FLORENCE. 


JOHN  AGLIETTI  AND  SONS, 

ARTlflTS, 

GKOITNI)  Ji-LOOR,  Ko.  15,  VU  MAGfG/O, 

Have  a  lai^e  Collection  of  Ancient  and  Sfodem  briginal  Painiinjps,  aud  also  Copica 
iaoBi  the  most  oelebiated  Masters. 

Copies*  Carved  Fi-aBies»  Gilt  or  Plain,  made  to  order^  and  fonvardod  wJAh 
despittch  to  all  piMrto  of  the  world. 

Correspondents  in  England,  Messra.  J.  and  R.  WQUWKEH^ti  Ke»i  d»,  Qi 
aH;reQtf  Osmicn  Stveti  West,  £.C.,  Lonkm, 

VtCNNA. 


J*  &  L.   LOBMEYR, 

GL  A8S     H  AKUF  ACTUSXS8# 

No.  13,  KXROTRSffRStRASSB. 

tas  most  eomplete  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  Bohemian  White  aad^  Coloured 
Crjrstal  Glass,  said  of  all  articles  in  tUa  brandi  of  ioduatry,  m  tke  nawest  awl 
BMBt  eiegMit  style,  m  always  on  hand.  The-  titk  eoUeoliona  of  aU  Artielea  of 
Lsomry,  via.  Table,  DesMrt,  and  other  Serriose,  Yases,  Candelahns)  LnstieB^ 
Looking^hiM^,  Ac.  lto<,  wilt,  tMy  fed  aMured,  satiify  €f^  vMlor.  They 
obtain^  the  Prize  Medal  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1862. 

The  prices  are  filed  At  rery  moderate  and  reasonable  ch«rge».— The  BttgKA 
lannagi  is  apokeo. 

Their  Correspondents  in  EMland,  Messrs,  J.  and  R.  M'Ceackkn,  No.  38, 
Qneea  Street,  CamMh  Street  West,  Londoti,  will  exeeota  ail  wten  wMh  tlfe 
"•st  care  and  attention. 
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VIENNA. 
«4j«b AiAN  lauiss  Ain^  lliioAsEB  WAMftttirlus. 

HEINRICH  ULLRICH, 

.    J    :  LATB  WILLIAM  HOfMANN, 

OIiASS    AND    BRON21S    MANUVACTimBR, 

Ko.  3,  LtTGECK, 

KeoQpimends  hit  grwt  MM^rtiBflQi  of  Glan  and  Bronze  Wan  tQ  tbe  choicest  artlclee,  in 
eritfcoHom,  titrnpe,  «nd  ikaertpHon,  spcdAITt  adapted  to  -aid  Engtish  and  Anietldcn  ttste, 
from  hU  own  numufactoiiea  In  Bohonla  and  Vienna  (for  the  Wromt), 

The  prices  are  fixed  at  veiy  moderate  and  reasonable  charges. 

He  reeeftved  •!  the  ksl  London  BxhlUtlon  the  Priae  Medal  far  eaceBent  esemtlOB  and 
very  cheap  prices. 

HEINRICH  ULI^RIGH  has  a  fllaiieh  fesflablMluDAt  during  the  Sommer  Season  at 

BADEN-BADEN, 

J^BW  PROMENADI,-418, 
where  will  always  be  found  an  extensive  selection  of  the  newest  articles  firam  his  Vienna 

]33jCliiift  tangtaaift  lljrtitte.  dk*f  el^ery  ftttfamaiM  jtttna  «Sth  ^saiB  to  ittMlers. 
He  sells  only  real  BonemifUl  OlasSi  and  not  Hungarian  QlasSp  which  in  many 
places  Is  aoU  In  suhilHiittoa 

Apjtits  In  ntriB  ahd  Ne#  York. 
Agents  in  London.  Messrs.  J.  and  B.  M'GKACK^*  38.  Queen  Street^  Cannon  Street  West. 


VIENNA, 


tmt^^mti^^mmm 


RESCH  BEOTHERS, 


»  # 


g.  KOHLMARKT,   CORNBB  OF  WALtNER  STRfiBT, 

fieg  to  recommend  their  Establishment  of 


OWN  MANDJ'ACTmiED 

* 

JEWJSLLEBY  AND  X*AKCY  QOIiS^  ABnCUBft. 
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MESSRS-  COSTA  1&  OONTI, 

ABTI6T9,'  '  : 

No.  1818»  VIA  PBI  BA^BLBH  OBtmUo  OA  the  First  Floor). 

Mcflm.  QQ9TA  And  Coim  fcwp  thjB>  ki|^  adlectiop'  H  Flonsat  i^f  or%iiiaI 
Andent  and  Modern  Pictures^  as  well  as  Copies  of  all  the  most  celebrated  Masters. 

N.B. — ^English  spoken. 

Correq[>ondento  in  England,  MesBTs.  J.  and  R.  M<CRA.GKSK,  88,  Queen  Street, 
Cannon  street  West,  London. 


YEN  10  a. 

M.   D.    RIETTI, 

Dealer  in  Antiquities  and  Oliijects  of  Art, 

S.  GIO.  GRISOSTAMO,  CAMPIELLO  REMER,  5703, 

NEAR  THE  RIALTO,  ON  THE  GRAND  CANAL, 

Invites  the  English  Nobility  and  Gentiy  travelling  on  the  Continent  to  visit  bis 
Establishment,  where  he  always  has  a  large  Assortment  of  Antiqaities  and  Objects 
of  Art  on  Sale. 

Correspondents  in  London,  J.  and  K.  M'CRAQKEN,  38,  Queen  Sueet,  Gumon 
Street  West,  B.C. 

VENICS. 

CARLO   PONTI, 

OPTICIAN    AlfD    PHO.TOORAPHER, 

Who  gained  the  Prize  Medal  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1862,  and  whose 
House  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  fii-st  of  its  kind  in  the  City,  has  opened  a  new 
and  large  Establishment  in  Piaaza  di  «San  Marco,  Procui-^tie  Nuove,  in  addition  to 
that  which  he  keeps  in  the  Riva  dei  Schiiivoni,  No.  4180,  near  the  Albergo  Reale 
Dnneli. 
The  Optical  Instrument  invented  by  him,  and  known  under  the  name  of  the 

AISTOflOOFS,  or  XEOALSIO0OOPE, 

has  undergone  such  improvements  e»  to  render  it  (according  to  the  judgment  of 
intelligent  persons)  the  most  perfect  t^ing  .of  its  kind,  bf>th  for  its  simple  con- 
stmction  and  magnifioent  optical  effects. 

Correspondents  in  London,  Messrs.  J.  and  U.  MH:;RACK£N,  38,  Queen  Street, 
Cannon  JMjwt  West,  fi.C* 
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RO  M  E. 


:  ;'  J*   1^, '  SHEA, 

ENGLISH    HOUSE-AGENT, 

FORWABDING  AGENT 
TO  9.1^.H.  THE   PRINCE   OF   WALES. 

'  11,  PIAZZA  DI  SPAGNA. 

At  thU  Office  persQBs  >ppl jnig  ht 

Large  or  Small  Furnished  Apartments 

invambly  obtain  correct  and  unbiassed  infoimation  on  all  matters  oonnecfced  with 

Lodging-Houses,  Boarding-HouseSi 

and 

Household  Management, 

while 

Low  and  Fixed  Charges 

for  practical  services  offer  safe  anci  satisfactonr  aasistanoe  to  Proprietor  and  Teuant, 

as  testified  bj  the  increasing  oonBdenoe  of  English  and  American  Travellers 

ehioe  the  opening  of  the  ertablishment  iA  1852* 

Plans  and  Lists  of  Apartments  sent  by  Post 

fO|)tandt«  wh6  wish  to  secuoe^aacommodatSon,  or  avoid  iaodnvenienco  at  the . 
,     .  approach  of  Carnival  or  the  Holy  Week.. 

AS  CUSTOM-HOUSE  AOENT, 

^'Mr,  Shba  clean  and  warehouses 

Baggage  and  other  effects 

for  travellers  who,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  q«ick  transit,  send  their  things  by  sea  or 
*  luggage-train,  directed  to  his  care. 

He  also  superintends  the 

Peieking'  of  Works  of  Art  and  other  Property 

intrusted  to  his  care,  and  the  forwarding  of  the  same  to  England,  &c« ;  and  being 

^gOQt  ibr  Messrs.  Boms  and  Mclvers'  Italian  line  of  steamers,  can  offer 

facilities  on  the  freight  of  packages  between  Italy  and  England. 


m^^^ 


CORRESPONDENTS- 
LONDON.. ....;,....... ...Messrs.  J.  A  R.  MKStACKKN'.  38.  Queen  SircetkOamon  Stnet  West. 

Messrs.  OLIVIER  k  CARR,  37,  Finsbury  Square. 

LIVERPOOL Messrs.  STAVELEY  &  STARR, »,  Chapel  Street. 

.    Meesrs.  JA6«  lfp$3  &.09.,  78^  Tower  BuUdbigs. 

FOLKESTONE Mr.  FAULKNER. 

BOULOGNE  S.M. Mr.  BERNARD.  18,  Qml'desPaqaebots. 

PARIS ^Messrs.  LHfBRBETTE,  KANE;  k  CO.,  8, Place de U Booise. 

MARSEILLES  Messn.  OIRAUD  FHERES,  44.  Buo  Sainte. 

FLORENCE    Messrs.  HASKAIU)  &  SON. 

NEW  YORK  :. :..,.Me8Br8i  AUSTIN*,  BAJiDWIlT,  8t  00.,  73,  Broodiray.  - 


^ 


U  MURRAY'S  HANDBOOK  APVERT]BSB«  Ifof, 

c  Ha  M.au  t  X. 

GRAND  Bfi'TgL  IMPERIAL 

Hftm  raWJEWRRE. 

HOTEl  9S  U  COUROHE. 

HOTEL  Dfi  LONDRES. 


•    rX^yV^^^V/X    -«.^/^^U%>li^/\.    -y^KryM-y^^^^^.^     \    • 


Xh«  Above  Uotals  aro  now  iiie  pcQ|)ei'tf  of  (^ 

JOINT-STOCK    COMPANY, 

WITH    A    SUPERINTENDING    C50MMITTEE    OF    MANAGERS. 


Tlie  Dew  Propi-ietors  of  thete 

MAGMIFICEHT  ESIABUSHH£N!lCS, 

Che 

LAR&B8T  AND   MOST  IMPOBTAMT  AT  CKAliOMIZ, 

have  spared  no  expense  In  fitting  them  up  with  ev^ry-  conrfbrt  modem  expeiience 

EXOBLLENT    CUISINE, 

u*idep<}«mtf6!'Af  a 

FIRST-BATS    PAJttSUN    COOK, 

and  in  foi-miog  a 

cmtU^  OF  WXNSS  OF  <ru  FOrieST  Q9AU7T. 


»**  *« 


The  Apai'tmeata  have  been  refurnished,  and  the  Service  is  organiMd  on  the  model 
of  the  first  Hotels  In  Switzerland,  and  is  placed  under  the 

dffvcttoQ  or  a 

kaItxb  D'Bdsvv  . 

of  {iMvadl  uparianoe,  and  faUf  aqoal  to  Ihti  oMMia  duUti  of  hit  paiiitiMk 


PRIVATE  8ITTINQ  ROOMS,  BATHS,  AND 

READINQ  ROOMS 

suppli(^  Ttith  fhe  lending  Joui-nnH  of  Europe  and  Amerlcfl,  and  airangemeato  fo 

ttktisQr  eveiy  taste; 

'  800  BMMf  ftagiiig  fnm  1^  tfnm  *  bed  iui4  upwards 
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TO  VliSITOftS  TO   NAPLES. 


-•o*- 


owacvjQ»  Br 

M.  CERULLI, 

l^alazzo  Friozzi,  ITo.  267^  Biviert^  di  Chiaja. 

WORKS  OF  ART,  600D8,  AND  UlOaABE 

forwarded  to  and  received  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  warehoused  at  moderate  cbaitrs 

pf  j-eQt. 

BAiTK  vuM,  fnamtUL  vovbs,  ahd  uttzbs  ov  auDif 

cashed  by  payment  in  Gold. 

comtWY  ^Rmraft  or'ftV£»¥  x>Bscftx»Tzov, 

both  in  Bottle  and  in  O&sk,  for  exportation,  st  reduced  prices. 

FORETQN  WISES,  ENGLISH  BEEHS,  etc,  IMPORTED, 

Agency  Business  of  every  dcsfrirtton  atteodefl  k>|  also  the  PUBCHASF)  of  LANDS. 
HOUSKS,  or  VTLLAS  for  the  account  at  Foreigners. 


NAPLfeS. 

EDWARD  STOREY, 

Ml,  VtnnX  DI  OHIAJA. 

H0U8£,  ocmiiiieiaN,  and  qjensbal 

AQIdlT. 

WINE,  AI^E,  ANi)  TEA  MERCHAliT, 

nndertakes  3h»pvMnt  qf  Gcodt  and  Packages 
to  (jJlparU  o/tAe  WarltL 

E.  S.  particularly  invites  the  attention  of 
the  Public  to  hla  Stock  of  ITAUAX  WINKS, 
which  are  chosen  with  great  care  from  the 
first  vintages  in  t&a  kSn^uoL 

Conei^KXMlentB  in  Loodon>- 
Messrs.  Oltvikb  k  Carr,  37,li1nsbury  Square. 


ESSENTIALS 

VOB 

TRAVELLING. 


Ihrefljier'i  Lidia  Tweed  Suits. 
Threiher*!  Kwhinir  Flaimel  fihirti. 
Thresher*!  Kashmir  Woollea  Socles. 
Thresher^s  Coloured  Flannel  Shirts. 
Threshers  Travelling  Bags. 

aOLP  PKLY  BY 

TmiES^B  &  CHLENNY, 

NEXT  DOOR  TO  SOMERSET  HDUS^ 
STRAND. 


In  imperial  8va,  with  la  Lithfjgpphic  Plates,  coloured  Md  ,pUin,  wd  108  >yQod  fngnvings, 

^ice  25*.  doth,  '   *  ' 

DRAWING  from  NATURE.     By  Gborge  Barnard, 
Professor  of  Dnwing  ak  Rugby  Sobsel. 


*  Not  only  may  the  ArUstudent  consult 
Mr.  Basxajid's  Drawmg  from  Nature,  hut 
•very  towr  of  the  beaolfe*  of  naiure  will  find 
ill  ii  that  whiab  wiU  toMreat  him;.  Cor  U  is 
something  more  than  a  diy  technical  treaiife 


uiwn  landscape  painting ;  it  is  a  book  fhll  of 
valuable  information  ^bout  eveiy  ol^Ject  that 

eonatlt»tes  the  ptetuMstnie A  mote  at- 

tneti  ve  heokof  iqstittcttott  has  wr^,  if  on 
been  brought  to  our  notice.' — Art  Journal, 


London:  LONGMANS,  GBE;&ii^»  and  CO.,  Patemostw:  Row. 
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TO  VISITORS  TO  THE  CONTINENT. 

■  ♦  » 

37,  Finsbury  Square,  London, 

(HB,  OUVIBB    ESTABUaaBD  Dr  1830,) 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS  AND  GENERAL  AGENTS 

For  Shipment  and  Reception  of  Goods  to  and  from  aU  Parti  of  the  Worlds 

and  DfPO&TSBS  07  WIVES,  ^c. 


/OLIVIER  &  CARE  have  the  honour  to  inform 
^  VISITORS  TO  THE   CONTINENT 

that  tbef  undortake  to  r«c«iT«  and  pa»  tioofigli  the  CustonihQiue  in  London, 

Liveipool,  Southampton,  &c., 

W0BX8  ot  AST|  BAGOiieS,  and  PfiOPEBTY  of  WHSBY  SESCBimOH, 

which  are  attended  to  on  arrival 

with  tlbe  utmost  Care  in  Kramiiiatioii  and  Bamoral, 

under  their  own  personal  superintendence.    They  beg  to  call  particular  attention  to 

their  Kodente  Ghftfgm, 

which  have  given  universal  satisfaction. 

Bflaay  Tmveillers  having  expi«essed  a  desire  to  Icnow  in  imticipation 'te  wbat 
expenses  their  Purchases  are  iiahle  on  arrival  in  England,  the  following 

Rates  of  Charges  on  the  RecepUoxL  of  Packages 

may  be  relied  upon,  for  Landing  from  the  Ship,  Clearing,  ]>elivei7  in  London, 

and  Agency : — 

On  Trunks  of  Baggage.' abont  Hi «    eadu 

On  Cases  of  Works  of  Art,  &c.,  of  moderate  aise  and  value  .  abont  16i.        „ 
„  „  „         of  larger        „  „    SOt.  to85t.       „ 

On  very  large  Cases  of  vijuable  Statuary,  Pictures,  &c.,  on  which  an  estimate 
cannot  well  be  given,  the  charges  will  depend  on  the  care  and  trouble  required. 
When  several  cases  ai'e  sent  together  the  charges  are  less  on  each  case. 

OLIVIER  &  OABB  undertake  the 

FOBWABDIKG  OF  PACXAGS8  07  EVEBT  XIEB 

to  the  Continent,  to  the  care  \)£  their  CorrespondentSy  where  they  can  remain,  if 

required,  until  the  arrival  of  the  owners. 

Also 
THE  EZECimOK  OF  0BDEB8  FOB  THE  PXTBCHASE  OF  GOODS 

of  all  kinds,  which,  from  their  long  experience  as  Commission  Merchants,  they 
are  enabled  to  buy  on  the  moat  advantageous  terms. 
Residents  on  the  ConiUnent  will  find  this  a  oonvenient  meant  of  ordering  any^ 
thing  they  may  require  from  London. 


.  ---  --*_  --.  *-vy^ 


K.B.— The  keys  of  looked  Packages  should  always  be  sent  to  OuYlKB  &  Carx, 
a8ever3rthing,  although  f^  of  dutjr,  must  be  examined  by  theCuafeoms  on  arrival. 

IKStTBAVCBS  EFFECTED,  and  Araiey  BnsinMa  of  eTSry  deieriptioa 


1866. 
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S?«!?S^  *  ^^^J^  ?r5;s*5*..^'«»?'f"«*w  w-- 


Jt  Jix-lO'ChapeUe 

, ,  Alexandria 
, ,  AiUwrp  . 


, ,  JSasle  .  . 
,,  MtAofpia  , 
9  /Boraeaim^ 
,,  Boulogne. 


Brvudt 


,,  CaXaU 


,,  Cmutam&^iple 
it  Draden   .     . 


f  > 


» f 


If 

*  I 
*» 
>> 
f » 

f  9 
>  f 

»  » 


f  I 

»  > 

It 


•  > 
f  > 

t  f 
ft 
»• 
>» 


Prankfort 
Gmtva   • 


Edvrt 
IiU9tladcen 
Leipaig    . 
Leghorn  . 
Malta 

MarKxUa 


MQan. 
mnieh 
Naples 


Jfiee   . 
Ostmd 

ParU , 


Pau    .  . 

Proffue  . 

Some  .  . 

J^>Uerdapi> 

Trieste  . 
Turiji 

Teriicc  • 


VessTB.  A.  SOUHE0R  and  00. 
Mr.  J.  W.BROWNE. 

3(c.  F.  TvkErxErr  m^mmkmfp. 

Meaan.  VLKUGKLS  ami  OUFFANTL 
Mr.  J:  J.  FRKY. 

Mr.  F.  BKYERMAll^^^        ^^ 

Mr.  L.  BRANLY,  81.  Rue  Napoleon. 

Mr.  Q.  LUYCKX,  24.  Rue  des  Fabrlques. 

Mr.  U  STEIX,  22,  Montage  4q  la  Co«r. 

Messre.  MORY.  Pera,"  Fil«,  and  VOGUE. 

Mewr*.  q.  H.  YAN  ZUTPHEN  and  00. 

Mqbbt«  G.  TILMES  &nd  CO. 

Measre.  VaLSAMACHY  and  00.,  GaUta. 

Messrs.  KRAETSCHMER  and  CO. 

Mesara.  HASKARf)  ami  SOS,  4,  B©iw)  BS.  AppeioU«  ,     . 

Mmn.  W.  H.  WOOD  and  CO. ;  Mr.  J.  TODUH. 

Mr.  MARim  BfiCKER,  5.  BIpidoRrtriae. 

Mr.  M0H1T2  £  UOI<pScilMm\  Bf^ker. 

M«aars.  JOLI>CAY  and  00.  ^^ 

Meaare.  G.  B.  PRATOU)J!»(JO  4nd  CO. 

41»aaa.  P,  CAUVlN.  mA^ANTI.  4»d.0QSTA, 

Mcsara.  JT7UU6  W&SFKNFI^D  fend  00. 

Mesan.  CHR.  EGLIN  an^  MAEiHG. 

Meaara.  RITSC HARD  and  BURKL 

Maaare.  GERHARD  and  HEY. 

Measr^.  HENDERSON  BROXUEBS. 

Messrs.  ROSB  &  CO.  ^^ 

Messra.  GIRAUD  FRftRTW.  ' 

Messrs.  HORACE  BOUCHET  and  Ca 

Meara.  GIO.  CURTl  8e  FIG*. 

MesarB.  GUTLEBBN  and  ^YEIPEBT. 

Mr.  TH08.  RAGLAND. 

Mr.  B.  STOKE Y.  281.  Riviera  dl  Cb»U«. 

Mr.  M.  CKRDLLI.  W7.  Rlvtera  d*  Chtai^.  [le  Port). 

Messra.  LES  F1L£  Dfi  CH.  GIORDAN.  Qmd  IML  14  Our 

Mr.  J.  DUCT.OS  ASSANDRl.  MarUn  43 

Measra.  LANG  LOIS  FH^  FR^RGS.  Bii«  te  Maraii/at.' 

H.  HHCTOR  L'HERBIER,  18.  Rud  ds  laDooLe. 

Mr.  BBROKliOF.  t*f" 

Mr.  J.  J.  SEIDl^  Hibemergaan  No.  1000.      ' 

Mr.  J,  P.  SHEAf  1 1,  tHawrWloagna.    -    •' 

Mr.  J.  A.  HUUWENSi  Mrajp.P.  A.  VAN^andOa 

Mcssn.  MARTIK  PRSRSS, T  " 

Mr.  CHIABODO  PIBFRO.  Vl»  Dora  Grasai.  13.^ 
Mr.  lUiNRY  DBCOPPET:  ^* *^*  ^'**^  *** 


Mr.  ANTON  POKORNY,  Stadt Sonnenfelsgawe,  2. 

Any  other  houses  will  also  forward  goods  to  0.  &  C.  on  receiving,  instraetioiifl 
to  do  so.     Travellers  are  requested  al way?  to  give  particular  directions  that  their 

Packages  are  consigned  direct  to  OLIVIER  k  CARR,  37,  FINSBUR Y  S9UARE. 

— ^.^___j — ■  ■        — . — > --  -■  ■■ ' .,  I , — ._*. — ,^_ 

.'  .     Pmaea  as  WIN  E  S  ^tf^oBJ^Vi  ' 


OUVIBR  AHD  OARS, 

'  A01WT9   TO   GROWpBS. 


]&$. 


CUttPetf  Shipped  by  P.  Bcyerm^u,  Bordeaux    .     .     »    . 

SlICffllllAy'      ••      Dntntmlin  aine,  Savlgny-sons-Boaunc 
OCK  4k  Moselle,  Jododus  Fr^res  &;  Co.,  Coblentz'  . 
^^  w  Sp^dfcling, 

CnaiiipAgrno 

Mamala,  in  ^r.  Caalcs,  from  £11 ;  ^ds.  JQl    .... 
9iti0jnF^^  Pale.  qold.  oc.Broirn,  In  Qf.  Ciubi.  £i^  fo  iSH.  dflUveaad 

Claslet,'  puROLTijpY,  ^ud  Hock,  In  the  l^ood^'  at  Giowen'  Pricea.' 
DOaSkd  'PTijt»  LitU  iMy  he  Jtad  q^  0*k  4^  91^  FinifiiyJ^mre. 


p^ao?.<tetypaW. 
2ie^  8Qe^  i6$.,  to  ISUit, 

248.,  29f.,  !36».,  to  dir. 

i<«..  stfff.,  3d».,  to'!2o*. 

48&  tQ  60f . 
4BS.  to  f  2« . 
2a9.  to  30t. 
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CH:UBB»S  logics  and  SAJPES. 

PBBB  KEDAL  AVABOED,  Intanitlaul  SzlilUtlon,  U6S, 

OlUfal  btanatkoMl  XxMbtUon,  1BA5,  FBIZB  mDAL  AVAXDKD, 

'  Jbr  exceUena  ^  worln*aniMp  amt  daiff»  in  Lockt  and  Sc/tt-' 

CnUBsTsc    SON, 

MAKERS  TO  THE  QUEEN,  AND  TO  H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 

CHUBB-e  PATENT  DETECTOR  LOCKS,  the  moat  aeoare  from 

ChDU*!  futon  wldmi  •iwntton  n  InfiuT. 
» .  ,  —  -^ nd  PoMi 


una]  umiiKn  ud  nllfilT  Inwotn  Lodu,  an  bii*  Uw  plan  of  ttms  toppUei  bx 

Vntan  wllbini  •iwnttm  n  InfuT. 

TuvuxEW  loOT-Paunuioii  and  PDntu,!  aoincBEoir  Loca  Rir  Kcarine  Doon  that 


BiH  be  finnd  ftaUnail  Mi^  bj  aimm«i  Locki. 


..   knt  atiiari  la    nude  ■  -raiiOj  of  Wrttbig  and  Defpalch  Bd»  In 
la  Lnlliar  and  Japanoiiil  Tin ;  Ifag  laUa  being  punlcglulr  racamModed 

Ibr  Bihnnaa.  TDom.  dofablUly.  aoi  n«dam  btm  damage  bf  InaecU  or  hoi  dioMM. 
B««t  BlMk  Xaaaiallcd  LetOn  trsTtQilig  Bagi  of  niima  ttn»,  all  with 

Chubb'i  PitcDt  Lock*.    OMlk,  BMd,  and  Paper  Boxm  of  all  dlmennoiu. 

nHDBB-SPATENTSAFES 

\J  ue  oHauucWd  In  iht  Yay  bort 
er,  of  tbe  AlAugeat  wrcni{^b-lToa, 

Til  and  ilirlr  GmuHcai-fiiooF 

s  from  flrr  aqd  baT^laiy,  ji-id  toim 
JOOt  cumplsU  aatellald  foi  Bookv 
->.  Dnda,  J?welg,  Hate,  and  oUht 


*:!£tA*£fti«di^;iSsi'?:a3i';?sra-rs^iS 


Omflelt  Hbutralal  PHad  Lt 


CHUBB  and  SON,  Makers  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
67,  St.  Paul's  CliarohTard,  London,  X.O. 
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INSTANT  RELIEF  and  a  RAPID  OUBE  of  ASTHMA,  CONSUMPTION, 

INFLUENZA,  COUGHS,  COLDS,  AND  all  DISORDERS  of  the 

BREATH,  THROAT,  AMD  LUNGS, 

More  Cures  of  Cooghs,  Colds,  and  Hoarseness. 

From  MeflVB-'Fetgyaon  and  Soo,  Auctiooeen,  Leek :-~ 
'  Sir,— The  benefldul  effecte  we  have  derlv^cf  from  your  PntwoNrc  WAysits  make  us  feel 
It  a  dii^  to  offer  you  our xrntultDus  testimony  to  their  .siiportorlly  over  any  other  rem^'  we 
havft  ever  tried  Ibr  colds,  coughs,  and  hoarseness,  go  i)ectiliarly  troableflome  to  our  prufesslan.' 

Another  Tkstjmonial. 

Caret  of  AgGvma^  OMUumpMbn,  Couoh*^  CdUts,  <fi<r. 

Ftom  Mr.  Ooble.  M.P£.,  Broad-row.  Tarmoatta,  April  9, 1806  '.^ 

*  To  my  koowledge  many  perBons  have  derived  great  benefit  ftom  their  use.' 

To  Singers  and  PnMlo  Speakers  they  are  invaluable  ibr  clearing  and 
atareogtbening  the  voice,  and  have  a  pleasant  taste.  Ptioe  If.  li<t,  3i.  94«  is.  6d.,  and  lit 
per  Box.    Sold  by  ^U  I>niggiBta. 


IHBIOBSTIOK  AKB  BILE, 
The  oidy  elfcotiMl  and  plownfclwting  SroMAOina  AxwaiBSt  ami  AMntiuona  Medidite  is 

BR.  LOCOCK'S  S2:CE];.SI0R  WAl^BS. 

It  acU  prompt^ft  Uutet  deligtufully,  and  rtquires  no  ratraintt  in  <iut  or  itabitt. 

Sold  at  is.  lid.,  2s.  9d..  and  4s.  6d..  by  all  Dmggists,  and  l^  the  Proprietors'  Agents, 
Da  SilvA  &  Co.,  96»  Brtd«-laBe,  Ffeet^streett  London,  B.C. 


BORDHAUX. 


HOTEL    DE    NANTES, 

4UAY  IiOUIS  XVUJU  ifo.  a 

First-class  Hotel,  most  delightfully  situated,  facing  the  Port,  iu  the  centre  of 
the  City,  near  the  Promenades,  the  Exchange,  and  Theatres,  is  iitt«d  up  in  a  most 
superior  style,  has  a  good  H^taurant,  and  a  large  Stock  of  Wioes; 

Large  and  Small  Apartments  for  Families  and  Gentlemen,  Sitting  Room  for 

Conversation,  io,  4fO» 

ATTCNOANTS   SPEAKING   SEVERAL    LANGUAGMES. 

MATENCB. 


HBHBY  8FEGHT,  Wine  lEBiohaat  and  Grower. 

This  fint^ate  and  excellent  Hotel  (combining  every  English  oomfoii),  situated 
in  front  of  the  Bridge,  is  the  nearest  Hotel  to  the  Steamboats  and  doie  to  the 
Bailway  Stationf .  From  its  Balconies  and  Rooms  are  Picturesque  Views  df  the 
Rhine  and  MountAins.  Galignani,  Times,  and  Illustrated  Ketti  tsUkm  in.  The 
Table-d'Hote  is  renowned  for  its  eicellenoe,  and  for  its  Genuine  ^^Wi^  Winee 
and  8]^kliDg  Hook,  which  Mr.  Specht  exports  to  Kngl.-itid  nt  WhoU^le  Priees. 

•       '  c  2 


so 


II0BSA11S  tUSBBlXM  ADTEBtlBlift. 


ti>7> 


I^XETER. 

EIM)PENING  OP  THE 

BOYAL    OI^ARBNOB    UOTW^ 

OATHEDEAL  YARD. 


-P^^ 


Wi 


WM.    BIRKETT 

9  respectfqJIy  to  announce  to  the  Kobilitjr,  Ole^rgjr, 


QeQtry,  «nd  Pablic  In  general,  that  he  haa  cktxrbd  ok  the 

RQYIl  CUBENCI  HOTEL, 

wiiich  is  dtdatB  in^  best  9^  of  (bo  <%,  «iid  biMiiiii  imi«teR;iipt«d  Hqw  oCthe'GathednO. 
The  Froprietoc.  Iwivinffj^iuiAMfiA  (hp  Himn»  l^s  Vf»nA  no  espetiM  to  piaKe  H  in  every 
way  wited  for  (be  ^rat  llamiUe^^nd  emwpimt>  U>  W  Olocsy.  The  Ho^l  hsQ  ^Njpn  oqpi- 
^telj  reaoyated  and  d^co^lte4,  aM  4^ied  i^p  tlu*oug1iQut  vim  new  and  cle^^t  Pcx^mwc. 
The  Hotel  comprues  numeroiu  sulics  of  Apartmenta,  a 'large  QpJd'eB  KooQ^  a  jtff^c's'  Qi^ee 
Boom,  the  weU-known 


ASSEMBLY    BOOM 

(whioh  htf  «  Urge  OraheatM  with  oottvenlsnt  new  Aiite^iDonv  and  is  amlDeQdy  adaDled  ^ 
Balls.  GonoertSy  vi4  PubUo  Meetioss),  a9d  a  Une  Dlniog  JK(Mni,  tcppwn  as  the  *■  )Vsllikg- 
TOW."  Every  mdearotir  will  be  rmm  to  stntam  the  ftpote  or  the  Rotal  ChhrneiscK  as  a 
Flr8t<iaas  FAMILY  HOTEL.    . ' 

Omnibuaes  to  meet  the  Ihains,    Qgod  Past  Sorses,  Cttnia^tf  ^  ^. 


OENE     A. 

LE  GBAND  ROY  &  FILS  (late  Mou^ini^), 

WATCH   MAlrtTFACTUMSRS, 
fS3,  QUAYS  DE8  BEIWJUBS, 'AND  9,  SALIBBUWr  OTRBHT,  WRAND,  LONDOX. 


0ABY*8  ZXPEOVSD  POOXST 

uTOUBISrS  teupcopbT 

(/Sfetf  *  Murray's  Handbook,*) 

MASWAcrbtuOL  of  an  descriptloiis  of  Mathe- 
matical, SonreTing,  and  Optical  Instnunento, 
for  the  use  of  Naval  and  Military  QfBcara,  Ac. 
Also  the  new  Binocular  Reconnoitring  Field 
Glass,  In  Aluminium  of  exceeding  lightness 
and  durability,  so  highly  spoken  of  bf  offioors 
and  other  gentlemen :  firom  71.  It. ;  ordinary 
metal  flrom  2l.  10«.  Gary's  improved  AchiD'' 
matie  Uleroj^xi^  witb  two  'i^  of  cbolce 
lenses,  capable  of  defining  Che  sovere'  test 
objects;  fW>m  4t.  4«.  TraTeUiiut  SiwqtM^efl 
of  all  kinds.  .     -«      . 

Matbenuitkal  and  OpQcal  Instrmnent 
maker  to  tho  Admiraify,  Trinity  House, 
B4^al  Milltory  CollMe,  Suftlhurtt^  Royal 
g^ogniphkat.«ociety,  Ghrlst'a  HosfiAtal.  Uid 
East  India  College.  Asra^  Ac ;  ami  Optician 
to  thoiCoyal  TjQudon  (^hthalmlc  Hospital. 

191.  STILUn),  lOHBOV. 
XitikUUiMd  apwardi  of  a  Centuy. 


With  Map,  Umnhf  3«,  ed. 
MR.  MURBArS 

HANDBOOK 

FOB 

LONDON  AS  IT  IS. 

A  Compute  Guide  to  aU  tlie  ObjecU 
amd  StghU  ofQts^  MetropoHifi. 


Jons  MtrmiAT,  Albemarle  Street 
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PASSPORT   AQENCY   OFFICE, 

LONDON,  59,  FLEfiT  ST&EET,  E.  C. 

Begnlations  for  obtaining  Foreign  Office  Passports  gratis. 

RESIDENTS    in    the    country    or 
London,  who  desire  to  avoid  trouble,  can 
HftTft  PlAflSPORTS  oMalned  bM  vttkt    Coontry 
BeilSnu,  by  thto  rirraiigeiDMit,  tte  saved  the 
tnmhle  of  a  iperiooaL  ailfModancet  m-  Uie  Paaqiort 
caa  be  forwarded  to  them  by  Poat^  Rifk}, 
Fe£  obtainlDj|(  Passport,  li.  ed. ;  visas,  1«.  eacK 
Ptmptfris  eSr^my  MaofOed  Mid  CdUd,  cmcL 
Noma  IHtuiA  ttcnoii  iatfotf. 

^^ssSbuunedto  Imt^States  Paas|K)rt8. 
EtCry  dMcripClOD  of  Ite(]Tifi!tte8  Ibr  Iravellers. 

THE  UtEfiT  EDITIONS  OF  MURRAV*S  HANDBOOKS. 
Bradshaw's  BRirniH  and  CovTivEMtAi.  OniDia  and  HAmwooss  to  Fianoa,  Balattfai, 

SwltxertaiMl.  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal,  Normandy,  BrIttAny.  Tyrot.  Pans,  LdbOob,  to. 
Bbadskaw's  OcMiFtflTE  PifRABB  Booxs,  mDoiL  iteltaii,  0p«Dfe|ii  tlMl  OsiSBn.    it.  Mrifa 
Kbllak's,  LsuTHQLo'a,  and  Zleglbb'^  Maps  of  Switzerland,  Orlsinai  Editions. 
Knapsacks,  Bt«s,  WitterptooC  Gftat^  Poor-faateneri,  RlR&dba^,  mtilum(efMi|,  flto; 
Phrase  Books  and  Pictlonaries.  Math's  Map  or  the  Tyhol. 

BBAnsHAw's  Overland  and  Through  Itoute  Qaloe  to  India,  ^Ina,  afitf  Atltoalfa,  ti. 
Bbaobhaw's  Handbook  to  the  Bbmbti]^  fteHdeney  antf  ttrt  IfWifa-West  Provinces,  Madras. 

and  Bengal,  l^.  eadu  ,  ^  ~    ^  ■ 

Works  on  Uealth-Resorta,  Climates,  and  Waters.    By  EdWin  Lvr,  M.I).,  Member  of  several 

Stedidn  Academl^d  and  Sodetied.  

Ez]^6n66d  Cdturlerf  may  be  engaged  tipoit  appUoatieiL 

,:  W.  J.  ADiUiS  (BiunaBAW'a  Bktibb  Ann  Uowtimmtal  (iuips  Ornoa), 
IiONPON,  59,  FLEET  8T&EET,  E.C. 
OTFICa  HOUBS  8  TO  7.     SATDaOATS  8  70  3. 

-_    —   __^ _-    —      ___  __  .       — ,-—      ..  — ■      ■■       —■■■■.■  ^^— ^ — - — 

ffQEK  CoRftMlrtAl  DMLT  FABCXLS  XXFB188  (liie  Freprie^  ef 

^  which  is  the  Sole  Agent  for  England  of  the  Belgian  Governnieiit  Railwhy 

and  Royal  Pruasian  Post^ffice)  was  established  in  1849,  for  OONVEYAl^CE  BY 

GOVERNMENT  MAIL   PACKETS  JJVERY  NIGHT  (Sunday  excepted),  vi4 

DOVER,  CALAIS,  sod  OSTEND,  of  Pitvcels  and  Packagea  of  all  kinda  between 

ENGLAND  and   the   CONTINENT,  ti«.:   to  and  fivm  France,  Belgium, 

Holland,  Russia,  P&us8U»  t^  Zollvebetn  and  other  German  States, 

Austria,  Bavaria,  Switzerland,  Italy,  the  LEVANt.  the  Mediterra- 

msAiT)  Ac.,  at  fix«d  and  ^eatly  reduced  Rates,  Tables  of  which,  with  ioE  inrtruc- 

tiona  to  sendera,  may  be  h^  gratia. 

N.B.— Amount  of  Invoices  and  oot  chargea  coUegted  on  delivery  of  parcels  in  Belgium, 
Holland,  Prussia,  and  other  States  of  ^e  Zc^verein. 

Qfiloes  and  Agents  ^  Ihe  Continental  Express. 

LONDON  r—  .  ^   GofrBKiniW* 

Cmv  Sfftcbi  9B.  Graoechurch  Srreet,  City :  D.  N.  Barooi.  Hanagef.  \  Maii^  PacAtI 
BaAKcn  Ofpice,  West  Knp,  34,  Regent  CJrcus  (Universal  Office).       )      OFFiciaj. 
Prussiai  all  QvrmkBf%  ft^.— TM^^atOabeoleaeUKMBUcgr. 

Belgium,— OsTEBo^  54,  Kue  Su  Joseph :  F.  db  RinnER.— BRnseRLs,  77,  Montagne  de  la  Cour : 
Ai  Oaooy/-«-ltae  Dnqneanoy  and  North  Railway  8uaon.^A^TWfor,  Gtfitirr,  Libgk, 
Vrrvikbs,  and  all  other  places  in  Belgium  :  Government  Railway  Station. 
HeUandi-^'ln  a11  the  principal  Towns :  Van  Qkkd  and  Loua..  . 

]PnULeei*-I^AUSt  8,  Rua  i>r<iiiot,  two  doom  from  the  Boulevard  des  liallens :  H.  0.  Vj»- 
VBOcHMoMv^-fiorLOOKm  Rue  de  I'Ecu :  G.  SAtVAoa. 

J.  {».  ismLVta.  Proprietor. 

ixmdon,  \st  May,  1860,  Late  John  Piddington  &  John  Vmena. 
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Stanford's  Foreign  Office  Passport  Agency, 

6,  CHABINO  CROSS,  LONDON,  S.W. 


Fasporta  (whldi  are  good  for  Ulb) 
moaatied  on  Mwlin  or  Silk,  ia  Roaii, 
Moroeoo,  or  Buaria  Caae.  with  tile 
name  of  the  Owner  lettered  on  tbe 
outside,  thus  preventing  Injury  or 
loesl  a»  well  as  lesaenlng  tbe  dekij  in 
eouunination  abroad* 

For  firtber  particQiara,  indndinK 
tbe  Forms  of  A|>plicaUon,  Goat  of 
Paasport,  Yloa,  &c.  kc^  see  Stan* 
f6ra*s   Vassport   CireiaUut 

wbidx  will  be  forwarded  per  poet  oa. 
receipt  of  One  Stamps 

STANFORD'S  TOURIST'S  CATALOGUE, 

Gontalning  Title,  Prloe,  tc,  of  tbe  Beet  Qnroa  Books,  Mafs.  CoNrnsATioM  Books.  Dicriosr- 
ABxm,  te.  ftc..  publlsbed  in  tbe  United  Kingdom,  tbe  Continent,  and  America,  Gratis  on 

education,  or  free  per  post  for  One  Stamp. 

Lohdot:  EDWARD  STANFORD,  6,  Charwo  Cbobb,  B.W, 
Agent  for  tbe  Sale  of  tbe  Ordnance  Maps,  Geological  Sorvey  Mape,  and  Admirallj  Gbarta. 


THE  LOin>ON  and  WESTMINSTER  BANK  iasaei  Cirealar  Notes  of  £10, 
£36,  and  £50  eacb,  for  tbe  nse  of  Travellera,  payable  in  the  principal  Towns  on  the 
Continent  of  EaxT>pe,  also  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  North  and  Soath  America.  No  enenm 
wbafeeTer  is  Incnrred,  and  wbeo  casbed  no  charge  is  made  Ibr  eommission.  Letters  of  Okedlt 
are  also  granted  oa  tbe  same  plaoeB.  Tbej  may  be  obtained  at  tbe  OUy  OOoe  in  Lotbbvy- 
or  at  any  of  tbe  Branobe8,*.Tlz. :~ 

Westminster  Branch,  1,  St.  James's  Square. 


Bloomsbury 

^kmtbwaric 

Eastern 

Marylebona 

Temple  Bar 

Lambeth 


f> 


214,  nigb  Hblbom. 

3,  Wellington  Street,  Borough. 
8f ,  High  Street,  WbitecfaapsL 

4,  Stratford  Place,  Oxford  Street 
317.  Strand. 

89  ft  dl,  Westminster  Bridge  Road. 


Iffsy  1, 1M<. 


Wm.  swings  Oeatral  MaaaflV, 


BERLIN. 


L 


HOTEL      ROY.A 

Proprietor:  Xr.  IRIXBBIOH  IiANOS, 
UNTER  DEN  LINDEN,  No.  3,  and  corner  of  Wilhelm  Street 

This  Hotel  Is  in  tbe  best  situation  of  tbe  town,  near  tbe  Promenade,  tbe  Kln^a  Xheatrr, 
the  Museum,  Ac.;  it  Is  moat  elegantly  famish^,  and  ofTen  good  acoomniodation  for  all 
clasfles  of  travellers.  Saloons  and  Isrge  apartments  for  FamlUet.  Wateiworks  and  Baths  f  n 
theUoteL  Carrb^es.  Table  d'bAte  at  3.  Private  dinners  and  snppera  at  any  hour.  Good 
English  cuisine,  and  French  restaurant  in  on  elegant  saloon.  Prompt  attendsncc  and  mode- 
rate prioM. 
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a 


CORN  FIOtTR 

Fftlilflji  KaadhetCer,  DaUia,  ft  London. 


This  favourite  article  of  Diet  is  especially  suitable  for 

PUDDINGS,  OUSTABDS,  BLMOMANGESj 

and,  being  very  light  and  of  easy  digestibility,  it  if  recommeiided  for 

BREAKFASTS,  SUPPERS,  &G., 

for  which  it  if  Muily  prepared,  requiring  only  to  be  boiled  with  milk  for  eight 

minutes. 

It  is  preferred  for  all  the  purposes  to  which  the  best  Arrowroot  is  applicnblei 
and  prepared  in  the  same  manner. 

For  Tsrious  purposes,  such  as  to  thicken  Soups,  Sauces,  Beef-tea,  &c.,  it  is 
invaluable,  and  eitensively  used*  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

To  obtain  extra  proBt  by  the  sale,  other  kinds  are  sometimes  substituted  instead 
of  Brown  ft  Polsom's. 


24  BltJRRAf 'B  HANBBOOfe  AbVEftTFSER.  May, 

PONN    ON   THE    RHINE. 


>      ■* 


1857.    Oct  16  {        Colonel  PoxsoyBr,  Sir  Frederic  STAXuer,  Dr.  Ajuutboko,  Kev.  F.  C. 

V        Tarver,  Mr.  Qibbs,  etc. 
ifiKi     Aii»  nn  S  ^-  K-  ^-  ^1^3  Prince  of  WkhM$  and  fail  Suite  paying  a  vlait  at  the  Ootden 
xBOi.    Aug.  4v  ^        g^^^  g^^^  ^^  jjjj  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Bbloia] 


MR.  SCHMlTi^, 

PBOPBIETOR  OP  THE  GOLDEN  STAE  HOTBL, 

Begb  leave  to  recommend  his  Hotel  to  I!nglish  Travellers.  The  apstri- 
ments  are  furnish^  tbroughout  ifi'  the  EnglislL  at^le ;  the  rooms  are 
ebrpeted ;  and  the  isttcndanpe,  ^  xVell  as  {h^  ftitdien  and  the  wine- 
Oellar,  is  well  proviifed.  '  Mi.  ic^BmUtz  hegs  to  add  that  at  no  first- 
rate  Hotel  oiv  th#  Khlnci  will  be  Ibund  more  mod^ate  charges  and  more 
cleanlme«|,    •  '  "^         '  * 

Thd  B2^R  HOTEL  has  been  homonrtti  by  the  visits  of  the  following 
Members  of  the  English  Boyal  Family  i-^ 

^  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Walks,  accompanied  by  General  Sir  W.Ooramoroir, 
Colonel  POxsoxBr,  Sir  F    "    '    ~ 
Tarver,  Mr.  Qibbs,  etc 

a  and  fail  Suite  p 
y  the  King  of  the  Bbloiakb. 
1857.  Aog.  8  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  hia  Suite. 
ifi&9  Tniv  oa  J  T.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  CAMBurDOB  and  Princess  Mast  of  Cajcbridgb. 
!(»<.  joiy  ^  ^  Accompanied  by  the  Baron  Kvkmbbbck  aud  Suita. 
iR&t  TnW  4a  i  ^  ^*  ^-  ^  Prince  of  Wales  paying  a  vfgit  at  Vte  dcideii  Star  EMd  to 
xod  1 .  J  uiy  ^v  -^  T.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Camrbidob  and  Prlncesa  BIart  of  Caxbbidob. 
.  f  H.  R,  H.  the  Princf  of  Wa;.e8,  aceoqmanied  by  the  Right  HonouraUe  G. 
Uin.    July  15  {        GilKT,  Gen<rftl  Major,  Colonel  Rj^boS'BT,  Sir  yttatTt^  9tA}iLtr,  Dr. 

^        Atainnotfn,  Rev.  P.  C.  Tarveii,  Mr.  OibbS,  ete. 
iflKB     Nov       i  ^-  ^'  ^^-  Pi^"<^<^  Alfred  of  Qreat  Britatx,  accompanied  by  Ueutenant- 
looo.    aw,    .  -^        General  Sir  Frederick  Stovre  and  Lieutenant  Oowell. 

IH.  M.  Adscaiob,  Quksn  Dowaobs  or  Qrbat  BBtrAni;  BOdooipnifed  by 
His  Hl£^nesB  Prince  Edward  of  Saxb  Weikab,  Lord  and  l^adj  Bae- 
BixOTOX,  Sir  DAvro  Davibb,  M.D.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Wood,  M.A.,  Captaiii 
T^TLOBi  ftc.  Ieq»,  hououred  tiba  abow  •estaUiahneqt  with  a  Thbbs 
•   Hr^YsT  Visit. 
1818.    May.  .    If.  R.H.tfi6  Duke  of  CAMBRiDoAsnt!  Suite. 

1835.  March     (  H.  R.  H.  Uie  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cjulbevob  (King  WiulAX  lY.  and 
and  Sept.    .  i        Queen  Adelaide)  and  Suite. 

1  a^  Tnw  f  ^  M.  QD£n  AABLAI9B,  acoompaalefl  by  the  Birl  tad  €oabteM  «f  Adm)k« 
""**•    *'°^'"  'I        Earl  and  Countess  of  Denjmgh.  Earl  and  Counteas  How^  &c 

1836.  Aug.     .    H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  OLbrcBStBB  and  Suite. 

1837.  July,  .    H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridob  and  Suite. 
1839.    Nov,     .    H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Gborqb  orCAMBRiDGB  and  Suite. 

'jf^.     -  (*  U.  B.  H.  Prfnoe  Albbbt  of  Sasb  Odburo  QotHA«  aceompwilea  \Bf  Prttee 

«"^'     •  I        Ernest  of  Saxb  Coburo  Gotha,  and  their  Suite. 
, p .„  f  H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  C a  vBRrDOR,  accompanied  by  the  Prtoeeav  Atrntrsr a 

*""" I        of  Cambridob.  and  their  Suite. 

,oj,  (  H.  R.  H.  the  Ducheas  of  Kent  and  Suite,  accompanied  by  H.S.  H.  the 

^®" I      ^nce  of  LBOfUfoBK, 

I84t !l.  K.  H.  the  Dnchess  of  CiitBRiDGB  and  Suite. 

—  ....    H.  R.  H.  Pilnoeea  Cabouka  of  CiXBBiBOA 
1844.     .  .  .        H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambkidge  and  Suite. 

—  ...        H.  R.  H.  Princess  Mart  of  Cambuidgb. 

1S45     June    .  ■{  ^*  ^'  ^'  *^®  I>uchess  of  Keht  and  Suite,  accompanied  I7  H.  8.  H.  the 
*  *  (        Prince  of  Lsnmroiv. 

1847.    July       i  T.  R.  R  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Caxbbidob,  with  thdr  Familj  ffiA 
'  t        Suite. 
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MUDir^    SELECT    LIBRARY. 

VOWK  AUnS  VIUiAaB  BOOH  CLUBB. 

Book  Sodeiin  in  diract  oommuDkattoQ  with  HUDTE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 
are  now  established  ia  Dearly  ever  j  Town  and  Village  of  the  Kibgdom. 

Two  ot  three  friendi  in  ukf  neighbourhood  may  unite  in  one  SnbscHption,  eoin- 
iMncing  at  any  date^  and  obtain  a  coni>taiit  tucoession  of  the  beat  New  Books  as 

they  appear,  on  moderate  terms, 

Progpeduseif  pottage  f res,  an  appUcaiian, 
mmWQ  SELEW  library  (Limited),  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

UDIE'S    SELECT    LIBRARY. 


FRS^  DSSLIVERY  OF  BOOKS. 

mJVlWS  Library  messengers  call  on  appointed  days  to  deiiver  Books  at 
(he  Residences  6f  Snbscribers  in  eYery  part  of  London  and  the  immediate  neighbour* 
fcood^  orr  a  plan  which  has  given  general  satisfaction  for  many  years. 

PrdtpMimtif  ptHage  free,  on  appliaaHcn, 
MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY  (Limited),  liTcw  Oxfonjl  Slreef,  London. 


MUDIE'S    SELECT    LIBRARY. 


CHEAP    BOOX8. 

Purchasers  tf  fibolb  ibr'  Public  and  Private  Libraries,  Mercliants,  Shipping 
Agents,  intending  En^gra^is,  and  others,  are  invited  to  apply  for  the  HfiTVIbKD 
LIST  of  Books  Witlidi-awn  from  MQDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY  for  SALE. 

This  List  contalnti  »ore  than  One  Thousand  Books  of  the  Past  and  Previous 
Seasons,  cut  and  uncut,  at  the  bwe^t  (oirrent  Prices. 

MUDIE^S  SELECT  LIBRARY  (Limited),  New  Oxford  Street,  London, 


MUDIE'S  MANCHESTER   LIBRARY. 

— — 

VOTtO'A. 

All  Ihe  Kew  and  Choice  Books  In  circulation  or  on  Sale  a£  JfUDlE*S  SELECT 
LIBRARY,  New  Oxford  Sti-eet,  London,  may  also  be  obtained,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  by  all  Subscribers  to  MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY,  Manchestbr. 

P^oipeato*^,  ptmtage  firm,  on  oppUeatkn. 
IffTDll^S  LIBRABYi  U  S:  70,  Cms  Street,  Maticiiester. 
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NOTICE 


MESSRS.  LETTS,  as  Agents  to 
H.M,'«  Board  of  Ordsanoe  atul  th«  Geo- 
logical Society,  have  dorlDg  the  last  40  years 
been  nopeflBingly  coUectiog  the  BI£ST  MAPS 
from  every  aDproved  source,  botJi  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  Tourist,  Engineer,  Railway 
Promoter,  Herdunt,  and  Gemienian,  have 
all  been  equally  oonddered,  and  the  Adver- 
Users  believe  their  Collection  will  repay 
inquiring  Into  Its  merits.  The  productlona 
of  France,  Austria,  Switserland,  and  Prussia, 
with  some  others,  deserve  especial  aoiloe. 

The  following  Catalogues  and  Usts  (any 
one  of  which  will  be  forwarded  on  aiqjilica- 
tion)  of  Maps  embrace  the  selection  of  every 
good  PnbHsber  in  this  and  Foreign  Oomtries, 
regardless  of  price  or  juale : — 
Condensed  List  of  the  Ordnance  and  Geo- 
logical Publications,  with  Maps,  Domesday 
Books,  General,  Tourist,  Geological,  Llbvary^ 
Office,  and  Foreign  Maps,  English  and  Fo- 
reign Guides,  Atlases.  Globe^  and  Ga. 
zeteers,  sold  by  Lktts,  Son,  and  Co.    Post 
free,  price  2d. 
LetU's  Catalogue  of  Tourist,  General.  Geo- 
logical. Library,  OflBce,  and  Foreign  Maps, 
giving  size  in  inches,  scale  of  miles  to  the 
inch,  number  of  sheets,  and  prices.     Post 
firee,  price  Id. 
I^etts's   Condensed   Catalogue  of  Ordnance 
Maps  of  England,  Irelaikd,  and  Scotland. 
Price  Id. 
Letis's  List  of  English  and  Foreign  Guides, 

and  Dictionaries  and  Interpreters,    id. 
Letts's  Ust  of  ForeigQ  Goviemment  Maps, 
embracing  the  most  Important.    Id. 
LETra,  Sow,  and  Co.,  Royal  Exchange,  KXX 

COMPEirnVE  EXAJtUTATIOirS. 

MR.  COLEMAN,  B.  A.  Oxon, 
Author  of  Notes  on  Mental  and  Moral 
PMlosophy,'  receives  into  his  honse  10  Pupils 
(above  the  agB  of  16),  to  prepare  for  the 
Military  Examinations,  the  Civil  Service,  and 
tho  UQivenfttes.  References  to  the  friends  of 
Candidates  who  have  passed  under  Mr.  Cols- 
man'b  tuition.  Terms  moderate  and  inclu- 
sive. Address,  24,  Alma  Square,  Abbey  Road, 
St  John's  Wood.  N.W.  •'         '  I 

FLORENCE,~ 
P.  ROMANELLI, 

Sculptor.  Pupil  of.  and  Successor  to.  the  late 
Professor  fiartoUni,  has  opened  aGilleiy. 

Lung'  Imo  ChdociaidiBi,  ITo.  7.     i 

llie  intelligent  amateur  will  find  there  a  ( 
Collection  of  Statues,  both  originals  and  copies,  I 
artistically  executed.  * 

l^NcrPAL  Works:— The  Son  of  WiUiam  , 
Tell ;  the  Young  FrankHn  ;  the  Young  Wa^^ ! 
ington;  the  Young  Whittington ;  the  Young.' 
Napoleoa;  the  Young  Moen;  Garibiddi. 


.     OXFORD. 

SPIERS  MD  SON, 

103  *  108,  HIGH  8TBEET, 

SfAKdNCBs,  Mo.,  BT  Avvotimutsr  TO  ILRA 
The  Pbikgs  of  Waum. 

Respectftilly  invite  TOmUSTO  to  VISIT 
their  Extensive  WaiehoiisM  Ibr  UselU  and 
Ornamental  Manufaptures,  suitable  for  Pre- 
sents Kod  remembnoioes  of  OXFORD. 

Copies  of  eveiy  published  GUIDE-BOOK 
snd  MAP  of  o£roxd  and  its  neln^bourbood 
kept  in  stock,  as  well  as  Photographs,  Stereo- 
B0M>ic  Pictures.  Artides  of  Vertu.  tec 

At  the  Great  ExhibidoDs  in  Londoo, 
1861-18S2,  Puis,  1866,  and  New  York,  1853, 
HoAonrable  Mention  or  the  Prise  Medal  was 
awarded  to  their  Onudnental  ManufSu^tures. 

Infonnation  rdative  to  Oxford  afforded  to 
strangvs  tisitlng  their  estaMlstainenta. 


THE 

MALVERN 
GLASSES 

(By«  -  pieces       Stanspcd 
"W,    and    J.    BuBBow, 
Malvern."  --  No     others  j 
genuine). 

BVBB0W8  MALVERN  0LA88S8 

Are  the  most  charming  Tourists'  Binoculan 

for  viewing  Scenery,  ka.    They  are  lli^t  sod 

handy,  exquisitely  dear,  very  powerful,  and 

do  not  flitlgue  the  si^t 

Price  £3  I3t.  6d.,  in  Sling  Case,  comidete. 

Larger  slse,  £$  6«.'         „  „ 

Sent  on  RecMpt  of  I\)6t  0fl9w  Order. 

Address— W.  and  J.  BURROW,  Malvern. 

N.B.— An  lUostrated  Catalogue  of  Binoca- 
lan  and  Telescopes  poet  fliee  on  application. 

QAUQNANI'S 

NEW  PARIS  GUIDE. 

— — o 

Compiled  ft«m  iha  best  aathorities,  revised 
and  verified  by  persooal  Inspection,  and  ar- 
ranged on  an  entirely  new  plan,  with  Map 
and  Plates.  Royal  l8mo.  JjOc.  6d.  bound;,  v 
without  Plates,  f «.  ed.  bound. 
London  ;  Simpkin,  Mamhall,  &  Co, 

ROfTEROAM. 
H.  A.  KRAMERS, 

Importer  of  VorelffB  Books. 

Mr.  Muuat's  *  Handbooks  for  Traveller!, 
BjiADSHAW's  Monthly  Railway  Guides,  Bab- 
dbksr's  'Reischandbttcher.'  and  Joakite's 
•  Guides  pour   les   Vbyftgeun,'  always  Jn 
Stock. 

JingKik,  French,  and  German  Books  im- 
ported WaeUy,  and  a  great  variety  of  New 
Books  kept  in  Store. 

47,  eUDSEUMHS  JCAIB. 


HDBRi'PS  HAinWOOK  ADTERTKER. 


By  Appointment  to  H.B.H. 


TheSrince  of  Wales. 


ALLEN'S   PORTMANTEAUS. 

37,  WEST  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

nOiUSTRATXI}  CATAIiOatniB  of  BOO  ABTICZi£B  Fort  Free. 


POBTMAITTUtr. 


ALLEITB  BOUB 
KAHOOAMT 

DSBsanrcMiAsB. 


Allen's  Barritck  Fomitnre  Ciitalogae,  for     - 
Officers  joining^  Post  Free. 
PRIZE  MZBAL  AWARDED,  1862, 

FOR    GENERAL    EXCELLENOE. 
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SOLID  MAHOGANY  FURNITURE 

W>tK,  CISXSA,  tod  the  GOLO^ftA 


■  d 


Are  Manufiictnring,  ESPECJAllit  FOR  USE  IN  EXTREME  CLIMATES^ 
which  ]b  totirelj  frM  fitim  Tenear.    A  genenl  assortment  allraf 9  io  dtorir 


ALSO, 

Suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world.    Their  Stock  consists  of  2500  JBedsteads, 


HEAL  Mi  SOfiT  have  Patented  an  Improvement  in  the  Maniilhotnre  of  MilifrMi^s, 
which  prevents  fhd  material  from  ffi^og  into  a  mass,  as  is  th#  c«i  !h  dH  ifiit- 
tressos  made  in  the  ordinaiT  w^y.  T^  Patent  Mattresses  are  made  of  the  very 
best  Horse-hair,  are  rather  tm^tcer  than  ttida),  and  |l»  {rices  are  bat  a  trifle  higher 
than  those  of  other  good  Mattir^sMS. 


Vi*  UroiA,'  CHINA,  and  the  OSLOHffiiB,  tf  BediUadb,  Beddiq^,  aM  BeiUoom 
FttfaUtlre;  tMtfree  to  ntrypart  cf  M  icerlil  Hi  which' thera  is  Book  PM. 


BEDSTEAD,  BEDD1NC^,  Aim  itetoltOOtt  frxrBNITTTBE 

196,  19T|  lf8,'MCTB«rHAM-00«M-iaOAI>,  WNDW,  W. 


1M6.  msauva  hakdbook  ADyssriBRB.  u 


T0B  imuaaHiMa  op  bbd^xooms. 


•r»- 


TTEAL  and  SOH  bave  o^baoryed  for  apine  t^ne  that  it  would 

^^  be  advantageoas  to  their  enstomera  to  aee  «  niieh  larger  aelection  of  Bed- 
room Fnznitar*  than  ii  unaUif  ditpkyad,  and  that  to  jodge  properly  of  th?  style 
•nd  e£fect  of  the  different  deacriptioni  of  Famiture,  it  is  necesaary  that  each  de- 
scription sboold  be  placed  in  a  separate  room.  They  have  therefore  erected  large 
and  ^di^<^«al  SHOW  BOOMS,  ^y  w^ch  they  ^re  enaUed  not  only  to  e]it«i4  litfir 
show  of  IiQo,  Bnp>,  and  Wood  Bedsteads,  and  Bed-room  Fumit^xa^  beyond  what 
they  believe  has  ever  bean  attempted,  but  also  to  proTide  seTenl  small  rooaas 
for  the  pnrpoaa  of  keeping  oompleto  aoites  of  Bed-room  Fornitare  in  the  different 
stykfc     . 

JapuQAi  fiwl  ewiM  vkff  be  Men  in  oom{dete  loto  /ai  ^  fff  ^  iilffent 
colours,  some  of  them  light  and  omamoitilt  9(4  Athem  ^f.  a  plainer  devqv^on. 
Mte«of  Fwnitwre  in  PoUahed  JkiH,  Oak,  SaMn  Woodi  m4  WiOnot,.  «rr  ^isD  set 
apart  in  separate  rooms,  so  that  customers  are  able  to  see  the  effect  as  it  vonld 
appear  in  their  own  jbooob,  A  Soite  of  Tery  ^uptgior  Gothic  Oak  Furniture  will 
generally  be  kept  in  stock,  and  from  time  to  time  new  and  fe^eot  Fmnilore  in 
various  woods  will  he  a4ded« 

Bed  Furnitures  are  fitted  to  the  Bedsteads  }jx  Ufge  nns^bers,  bq  that  a  complete 
assortment  may  be  seen,  and  the  effect  of  any  partiealar  pattern  aaoirtiiined  as  it 
would  appear  on  the  Bedstead.  ' 

A  very  large  stock  of  BEDDING  (Hbial  and  SoN*s  original  trade)  is  placed  on 
the  Bedsteads. 

The  stock  of  Mahogany  Goo4s  for  the  better  Bed*yoom»  and  Japanned  Goods 
for  plain  and  Serrants'  use,  is  very  greatly  increased.  The  entire  Stock  is  arranged 
in  eight  roome,  six  ipdleries,  each  120  ^  long,  and  two  large  ground  floors,  the 
whole  forming  as  complete  an  assortment  of  3ed-room  Famiture  as  they  think 
can  poasibly  be  desired. 

Every  attention  is  paid  to  the  manofiiotitre  of  the  QnUnet  Worii^  and  they 
have  just  erected  large  Workshops  on  the  premlsee  for  this  purpose)  that  the 
manufiictare  may  be  under  their  own  immediate  care. 

Their  Beading  Trade  receives  their  constant  and  personal  attention,  every  ai*ticle 
being  made  on  the  premises. 

They  particularly  caU  attention  to  their  Patent  Spring  Mattress,  the  Sommier 
Elastique  Portatif.  It  is  portable,  durable^  and  elastic,  and  lower  in  price  than 
the  0I4  Spii^g  Mattrass. 

SfiAli    ASTB    (iOM'il 

uttomaurm  CATsuosam  9v 
BEDSTEADS,  BEDDI|i#,  ^^  »V»-99m  immVf^ 

iScntfree  hy  Post. 
196,  197,  198»  TOTTENHAM  OOUUT  WAD, 
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MAYNAfiD,  HARRIS,  &  GRICE, 

Military,  Naval,  and  General  Outfitters  and  Agents, 
126,  LaOENHALL  STREET,  LOUDON, 


MAYNABD,  HARKI8,  &  GEIGB,  beg  to  draw  the  attention 
of  TrsTdloi  prrraRdinJ  to  the  Eut  to  their  Entablidimfat,  w  loDf  nod 
tnaanMj  koiKrn  for  tlw  luperior  qualhy  of  their  lapplin. 

Enrf  dooiiptlmi  af  Sapplia  nquiird  b^  TnrreUtn  alwaji  nod;. 
BITLLOCE  TBrHXB,  OTXEUITD  TBTTHXa,  rOBHUHTZATra,  *«. 
POBIABLB  BBDSnUM,  vlth  Bedding,  fa:.,  complMo,  in  Witopioof  V>li*e<. 

nnrAxis  l&mpb.  basdlsbt. 

TKAXDTO  AfPABXL  of  everj  descriptioti,  manofBctured  eaped&Uy  ibr  Hot 

CliDHlu. 

M.,  n.,  It  G.  would  Gip«inlt7  solicit  an  inipectioa  of  tbe  followiiig  nrtidn, 
specuU;  adapted  for  Troi^cil  CUmatce. 

LEVIItaFB  Aim-HOSQinTO  CITBTADta. 


fttg  OUrtBSMl,  containing  Breakfiut  Snrice  complete  for  Two   PcnoDs, 
31.  IOj.  to  5/, 

OAK  CiMVESMi.wUttisg  Bnafcfiut  aod  .Plnnff  Stnicccxnpiete  for  Two 
Peracin«.6(.  10».  lo  9(^ 

IHIIIA  OAUZE  IJBnSE^IlOTZIFa,  misoftotared  speciallf  for  wear  in 
Hot  Climates. 

FLAXHBL  OB  flllK  UTD  TODS.  BHIEn. 

FLAHHBL  OB  TWEXD  BtniS.    AIB-CHAiaEB  HATS  *  HXUtBTB. 
full  Partieulart  and  Priced  Lists  upon  application. 
Vi6,  I.BA9IXmiLLSCB«STi  LOHtMS/ti-C    ' 


18^6. 


MOBRArS  HAK0BOOE  ABVERtlSEtt. 
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BOOKS  OF  TMVEL,  EXPLOMTION,  &c. 


UATBlt  tBACXS ;  or,  Pes  and  Pesdl  AcetdhM  in  Italy.  By  the  AaAorcsB 

d  '  How  w»  aiMBt  fhe  dammvr,  or.  a  *•  Tograc*  m  Zigzag  "  in  Swttwrhma  aod  Tynd.'  With.  42  Lltho- 
naphic  Plifttas,  ocmtainini;  abuut  200  Cliiuacteriitlc  8kett*h<s  of  CutttooMa,  Arrhltectora,  LaudflcafM  ScpiM«r>. 
Flaon  and  Ptooiu,  aad  XodUenta  of  Tmrel,  ootiiad  la  Fticaiinlla  from  Dmwtugs  made  on  the  apot  by  tlw 
Autboreai.    AvQ.    16c. 


HOW  WB  8PXRX  THS  SfTlDCEB;  or,  a  *  V(^yagt  e«L  Zigsag*  in  Switmr- 

laod  and  Tyrol  wUh  ■ump  Mmbem  of  tlw  Alpine  ClaK  Krura  the  Bketch-Btjuk  atoae  uf  the  Piuty.  Thtrd 
Bditkm,  re-drawn.    In  oUonir  4to.,  -with  -alKml  890  IU«s^6oti0,  price  Ut,  doth. 

IGI  OAVES  QinAVOS  and  SWlTSSmtLAlf]) ;  a  Hanatlve  of  Snbter- 

nnean  ExiitoiHtiou.    By  the  Bev.  O.  P.  BBOwm,  S.A.    With  11  Woodcuta*.    8qtuun  crown  Bskk    12i.  <M. 

TBAJmLVAVIA:  its  Produota  and  iti  People.     By  Crables  Bokeb. 

With  A  Maps  and  43  Oliutratkioa  uii  Wuud  and  lu  Chr.imoUthwgr»)>h.T.    9vo.    21j. 

THE  DOLOlflTE  MOITHTAIKS.     ExcuraionB  tiirough  Tyrol,  Garinthia, 

CarniDlH.  aiid  Prini!  In  IMI,  IMt,  and  IMS.    Bf  i.  Ofajuan  mad  O.  C.  Chubcullv  FJLas.    With 
nnmenma  niiutratiutu.    StpurB  crown  Svu.    lU. 

OUTLDTB  8KET0HE8  of  the  HIGH  ALPS  of  DAVPHIHE.     By  T.  ii, 

BOXNKY.  M.A.,  F.GJi.,  1I.A.0.  Fellow  of  tH.  Johii'it  CuU.  Canib,    With  13  Platei  and  a  Goknuvd  Man 
Fdrt  4t^.     1««. 

YIUiAGB  UPE  in  SWITZEBLAHD.    By  Sophia  D.  Delkaho.    Post  Svo. 

9f.0d. 

THE  ALPIKE  GUIB&    By  Johh  Ball,  M.R.IA.,  late  FrefiideQt  of  tho 

Alplue Club.    PuatSrow    WUh liH» and othv lUattnttoiM. 
THE  GCIIMS  TO  THB^KABnaUf  ALF8  ««!  be  gOdUud  Wt  8mmm«i-. 
«UIDK  TO  TUfi  WSBTKUX  AifS,  IndoaiOfc'  3tout  Blanc,  Slouto  htm.  Zunuatt,  Jee.    7*.  9d. 

"  -      OT1TD£  TO  IHE  MHELANI)  AND  ALL  SWltSOBLAin),  ounitlng  tha  NdffMnuritood  tf  Xomle 
BoHB,  and  the  Qreat  Hi.  Bernard  :  with  Lmmbanly  and  the  «4Miung  portion  oCTyniL    7«.  6d. 

A  aVIEE  to  8PAIH.    By  H.  O'Shea.    Post  Svo.,  with  Map,  158. 


'  Xr.  CSaSA  !•  vcqr  wall  qoaUfled  for  the  twk  he 
haa  ondiertaben.  and  we  Teotnre  tu  nay  that  for  many 
ycaa  to  oome  hin  book  wUl  bo  the  wtule  nkcimm  of 
Peidnmlar  travellere.  In  onlcr  to  ainipUfy  bh  work. 
the  Antbor  haa  adopted  the  alphabetical  amuige- 
ment  of  bla  matariafa  {  and  tbisi  «iU  be  fuiiM  of  uo 
sU|^  rtm  to  tiM  irav«Uar,  who  for  the  nioct  p*rt 
needs  in  a  fffude-bijok  the  nuMt  direct  roferouai  to 
the  ot^JeolB  oi  bis  Jouniegr.  E^e^y thing  HaxmUngly 
wU^  H  ia  desiraUtt  to  know  ia  htxo  bIkiwd  U  a 
fCtanoBi  acraoeed  in  perfect  order ;  and  it  will  be  (ho 
readar'a  own  fHnlt  if  ho  fAll  tu  bpueflt  by  the  ample 
ilklbnnation  wliich  Xr.  CShca'a  volume  ooav«y».  — 


*  Mr.  CShka'S  b  a  Jlrelr  and  Iiulrnctlve  work,  la 
a  book  of  amtuemont  hU  Onide  to  Spain  way  be 
taken  ap  with  plcanire,  fur  It  abound*  with  grapliic 
descrfpllona  and  niKcostlve  yunufga,  and  is  full 
everywhere  of  McrMKble  naKdatluns.  We  may  like- 
wise add,  that  U  affords  all  poMibie  Informatiou  to 
the  langnid  or  vak^ndlnarian  tniToUer.  who  need  not 
eterciw  lib  fiiealti«i  fnjm  tlie  monjeut  be.  leaves  hi« 
own  flrodde  tJU  bo  ia  Kt  down  at  tlie  Puerta  del  8ol 
In  Madrid,  or  ou  the.  Xarinn  at  Tadtz.  PHc«r,  ata- 
tion«.  inn».  Tehldni,  aH  am  diligently  puint«d  ovt ; 
and  if  afu-r  this  thfe  i«tlfnt  lu&at  hit  money  or  hla 
way,  th«  fHoU  ia  hia  own,  not  Mr.  O'Suju'b.'— Jx>M- 
ix>K  RKVunr. 

0UIDE  to  the  PTEEKEBS,  for  the  nae  of  Mouitauieera.     By  Chables 

PacXX.    Wieh  MapH,  Ac.,  and  AnvsrOfX.    Frp.    <t. 

PEAKS,  PASSES,  and  OXAOIEES ;  a  Seziea  of  Excorsiont  by  ICembere  of 

the  Alpine  Club.    Vidly  Ulnrtrated  with  Mape  and  Engravingi. 

FIBST  SKItlES.    Edited  by  JOKX  Bau,  MJBJ.A.,  FJ«8.    Sqnate  orown  8vo.  SU. ;   or  Mmo.  ITraatl' 
Uagt  JEdUim)  fi».  6d.  |  ^ 

SSOORTt  SEBIBB.    Edited  by  S&VAitt)  Shisley  Knnnxmr,  M.A.,  TM.QS.    3  vols.    Squnro  crowu 
«To.    42«. 

mifCTEBK  MAPS  OF  THE  AiiPlNC  UIRIUOTS.  ft»m  the  Van  and  BliooicD  SSBim  of  '  VtiAa, 
PaoBoa,  and  Oladen.'    8qnaro  orown  8vo.  In  envebip^portAdio.   1$.^  ^^ 


London  :  LONGMANS,  GREEN,  and  CO.,  Paternoster  Ho^v. 
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NEW  ROUTES  TO  THE  RHINE  AND  SWITZERLAND, 

BY  THE  OEEAT  LUXBMBOUBa  BAILWAY,  FBQ^  BRITB&EIiS 
TO  NAMUR  AND  COLOGNE,  OB  TBEVES. 

•THE  SHORTEST.  THE  CHEAPEST,  AND  QUICKEST  ROlTTE 

Tr^  lOBdon  to  the  BalSsi  of  6ermany,  Hie  filii&o,  and  SwItniflAni  («il 

BrniMlM),  the  Xenee,  itnd  t)ie  KoeeUe. 

ftOUTES    FROM    LONDON   TO    B«US9EL8. 

1  Boon.— LMfe  London  Bridge  SUitlon  at  7-86  mom^  and  8 -SO  uight;  Tictoria  Station  at  7  morn.,  iumI 

«  vUfiA,  «0  Doner  and  Qdak ;  raao^  9numil»  i»t  «•«&  and  ^'40  utifU,  apd  .9-46  mom.    Fawit;^  St.  IM. 

2  BovTB.— Lcsavo  London  Brid«»  StaQon  at  7-ftS  morn.,  and  8-90  u%ln ;  or  Victoria  fltatlou  M  T^oni..  Mul 

8  uiglit,  for  Dorar  and  Ostond ;  reach  Broasefa  at  6-45  nifrht  and  9-4S  morn.    Fabe--£2  S».  44. 

3  BooTS.-~l0ave  Londun  by  Steamar  from  St.  Katherine's  "^baxU  op  Bnnday,  ^Itiaidajri  or  Tburadaj  mornings. 

tor  Antwerp;  theutie  bv  Bail  to  BrmKb.    KA.KK—1SI  8s. 

4  Boo«&— Laava  London  by  Stoamar  from  St.  Xatlierine>  Wliift  <»  Wednesday  aod  ^tozdsy  momingB.  for 

Ostand,  tlience  by  Bail  to  Bniaseb.    PjUUfi-n£l  6a.  84. 

XraveUcrs  prcxxeJIpg  \f3  the  wajrjif  Calais  }U«  rooommcndedto  book  to  Bmawli*  only,  and  thenco  to  their 


BBUSSELS,  as  the  Capital  of  Belgium,  is  now  the  centre  from  whence 
t)i«(raUllinp  QlfBalltiruy  Qummnniaiito  ^th  the'jprinclpal  tqwni  bt  M  uM^h  aa^  poa^afQeoa^R^. 
ISwitzerland,  nnd  Vranoa;  Wtushrwmfafawniitt  fiaee  0/  rtMiH  uiM  iSwjIisk  Iratmers  en  rotde  to  or  fmm 
Enf^tmd.  Expren  Tmins  leave  Bniseb  at  9-90,  9-4d,  and  11  A.11.,  and  10-80  r.M.,  via  MnUnm;  or*t  630 
nuiru»  and  12*90  noop,  by  Namnr  and  tU«  lactoresqae  nmte  of  the  Vacaaa,  for  Qulotfne  in  9  hutu% 

lu  a&litidft'  ta'tbflie  adnaiM«e»  «-hieh  BmiMla  aflbRli  othtlmg  tbfr  Idgh-ioad  tojlia  aboii  sMctm.  it  li  000  of 
the  piettiut  capitals  of  Buropfl^  which  no  000  ahoold  pad  bgr  vitbcmt  fiakting,  if  th^  oan  poatbly  aj/nn  tho 
timSa 

BBXXSSEX.S  HOTBIi  AOOOMICODATION— 

HOTEL  DE  lEUROPE,  PLACE  ROYALE,  BRUSSELS, 

fa  an  exoellant  Hotel,  thoroughly  comfortable,  and  not  expensiTe,  where  EngUah  TniTetlefi  nlAy  dtoend  nptm 
Moetlne  with  (he  atiuatf  ciriUiy.  and  ti^t  evambina  that  can  poplibiy  poodna»  to  fttair  outufurl  sill  fas  can*- 
fkiUy  itodied.  tltO  HftM  Ae  ITlnropo  has  thb  ndtmriSge  bf  bein«r  tBe  moat  ^fiUlUUatfy  dbmM/nmA  in 
9raa90}i,  and  hM  recently  undergone  ext<m.<uvo  improyonientfl  to  afford  increased  aoconunudation,  fitted  tip 
'With  &i%x7l)i|fl38h  comfort,  ana  can  now ficoommuuati}  a  Iatjio  oamlxir  elf  rl^tnts.  TvoAim #fO but  onm- 
^rta))le  wif*  of  aptutmouta :— s(ttli)^'-ruum;i,  with  oonunodluOB  bod-r6onu  m  mt/e,  orerltMkinp  IkslMallftil 
rlace  Boyale  and  Qx)  T$A.  Qentletnen  wiU  And  gcod  rooms  and  cxcoUeot  heds,  nrmpxdooaly  claaa,  at 
4iXccodXngbr  moderatts  cMrgos. 

rroni  mb  fuUoWJjiE  Tariff  of  Prioeii,  Ti«Iloi«  know  exadOy  what  ^mf  trin  hare  to  pay  :— 

APAKTJOENTS.— 6Stthjg-roi>m,  ulth  Booms  «a  tvitf,  fftpn  8  fr.  jjflr  day,  aca»nlft«  to  ffaMaml  Mflcii«|4aor 
•  And  number  of  hpa-room*.  JJinall  attinx-rtxim  and  Boifrtouta  m  JnCe,  trom  6  fr.  ^  day.  Beds,  fli.  UJt.*d. 
«i^3>fos,Hir,  orFooTljATHS.    *  Tttsa '  Nbwsnipcr.    ttxtxaxxxf  Svotisto-Ttoom. 

PBIC^OF  B£FBESBMZNTS.— riAixi  Bro&J^i  or  t^  Is.  td.:  ifftH  Wo  Ohudi,  Btb^k,  Hatn.  mlkll^s9l»  or 
Omeletta,  9».  M.  TtoM<»-d'H6te  Dinner,  4  fr.^.'4d.)S  after  Tablc-oTJdto,  In  Dbln^tnom.' mine  tala^  In 
trtvRte  Mttlng-room,  6  fif.  rSi.)."  DasinrJESS  a.jjl  FocscSEmt,  pr  SfcPFVns,  frdm  9  to  4  fr.,  orA4k«W«r, 
Moot>nUng  to  what  is  onlored.  •■        .  .  „ 

The  HoTCX  DE  L'EcBOPB  in  modt  couTeniantly  situated  for  tzaTaUei*  arriting  by  1b»  tndns  from  Oalab. 
Ostend,  Antwerp,  or  Cologne,  or  for  those  't>r6oe6ding  ftrum  BrosselB  to  the  Bhine  or  Baths  drOMnut}. 


Families  or  goa^emen  wishing  to  break  ihejuomey  fh>ni  London  to  Q{iogo%  or  to  Treree  on  the  Momlle.  can 
AOir*  at  diiddflpart  Ao*  ft*  UAIal  da  rjEovopa-Wth  «U  gtiMtatf  fldUigr,  and  it  ^  ootiaidaaibM  BAte  <* 
expense  for  o^nvoyancos  and  porterage  of  lo^gage.  An  oHuaibiis  opnv^ys  {>asseagaz«  Oooa  1^  gotoljor  the 
12-90  train  In  five  mlimtea  to  the  Luxembourg  Htation.  Tamilien  and  gcnttvfnen  can  i>re>.^iiga(pe  AAms  bgr 
letter  or  telfBram,  or  Alwajs  l^ave  thf  b^st  choice  by  yrvtteeUmg  cUr^  to  thi  Jlt^^d  oither.tur  wi  V  qpuil|t°* 
JmmeduMei^Mi  9ie  ortlttH  of  Ifae  train,  yfrrtorrt  nrn  reqorstfd  to  iA>n>  OxM  naiuM  upon  %M\-il,  in  pM^tt 
dday  in  the  delivery  of  their  letten,  and  .If  they  hava  beau  addraawd '  Baste  Bmifttto,'  to  ba  Mot  kr. 

For  the  cmiTenienoo  of  English  Tourists,  thie  hall  of  Mm  Hotel  is  covered  with  Haps  of  Europe  on  a  lar^ 
•cale,  showing  all  the  Bailway  KntteslhnmgbotKt  ihe  Coiitlneat. 

Families  with  their  Servants  can  live  at  this  Hotel  on  moderate  terms  during  tho  winter,  or  makt>  agree- 
ments for  Board  and  Baaidenoa  at  rodnood  chaiges  from  the  l*t  of  XovvnlMBX  to  the  1st  of  4Uy*  The  best 
upAHmentB  in  BruiMib  fur  winter  reSfiloncie.  .      .  nr 

NoTiCB.— The  Nobility.  ClerKy,  Private  or  Commercial  Oentlemen,  coming  to  Brands,  majr  always  rely  npiui 
liaving  tha  bait  aoaoBaaaodation  tka  Hovkl  xtt  L'JBtneon  affords,  aoi  of  teoaiTlag  all  the  infomoukm  aiui 
attention  wliieh  the  personal  superiiklaadaaoe  «l-ibm  pwprietor  oao  o&r.  Oantlenan  jUktendiag  to  houuor 
the  Hotel  do  TBurope  with  their  patronage  are  re^ixx^fully  vrgeil  not  to  aUow  tbcniadves  to  be  deterred  fhnn 
80  doing  by  travelUng  Touten.  ur  other  peiwMM  intoreated  iu  oibw  establishments,  drcolar  and  Bank  of 
England  Notes  exchanged  at  the  currant  rate  of  tlie  day. 

fad  Mtt  and  r^ktm  to  »•  SoM  ol  Fiwr  m  0*  ttfUrnom,  ..  ,         * 
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FOREIGN    BOOKS   AT    FOREIGN    PRICES. 

Travellers  nuiy  Bare  expense  and  trouble  by  purchasiDg  Foreign  Books  is 
£iiglai]d  at  the  same  prices  at  which  they  are  published  in  Germany  or  France. 

WILLIAMS  &  NORGATE 

have  pablished  the  following  CATALOGUES  of  their  Stock:— 


L  CLASSIOAL  OATALOGUE. 
a  THEOLOaiOAI.    CATA- 
L0GT7B. 

3.  FRENCH  OATAIiOGUE. 

4.  QEBMAN  CATALOGUE. 

5.  EtTROFEAK      LINGUISTIC 

CATALOGX7E. 

6.  ORIENTAL   CATAL0GX7E. 

7.  ITALIAN  CATALOGXTE. 

8.  SPANISH    CATALOGUE. 

ANT  GATALOGUK  SENT  FOST-FBEE  FOK  ONE  STAMP. 

WILLIAJCS  Sb  KOBQATE,  Importers  of  Foreign  Books. 

14,  Hbhsistta  Street,  Govent  Garden,  LoNtx)N,  and 

20,  Sooth  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh. 


9.  SCIENTIFIC  CATALOGUE. 
Nattind  History,  Chemistiy,  Mathe- 
matics, Medicine,  &c. 

10.  FOREIGN  BOOK  CIRCU- 
LARS. New  Books,  and  New 
Purchases. 

11.  SCIENTIFIC-BOOK  CIRCU- 
LARS. New  Books  and  Recent 
Purchases. 


NICE 
SWITZERLAND. 

PBIVSIONS  AHGULISES  (MAISONS  de  PKBIHIEB  ORDBE). 

THE  MARINE  VILLA, 

PROMENADE   DBS   ANGLAIS,    NICE; 

GRAND  VILLA   GARIN, 

CIMIES,    NICE, 

Bemored  from  the  VIQa  Ylsoontl ;  and 

THE  GRAND  CHATEAU  DE  PRANGINS,  ftc.  Ac, 

VOBMXKLT  TSX  RESmnrOB  OV  XnCO  JOSSFR  BUOKAPASTS, 

NYON,  LAKE  OF  GENEVA, 

Thirty  mtamtes  by  rsll  tma  Geneva,  and  200  feet  above  the  Lake,  In  ftOl  view  of  Mont 
Blanc.    The  Chateau  is  very  Bpadoas,tiie  apartments  large  and  lofty^  and  the  aoconunodation 

Is  of  the  first  order. 

EXCELLENT   CUISINE. 

All  the  above  Brtabllshments  are  condncted  by  the  Proprietony 

MR   AND   MBS.   SMITHBKS, 

At  Nioe  In  whiter,  andin  Swltaarland  hi saauner,  firom  1st  May. 

D 
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Hay, 


NOTICE 


Toonst's  &  Passport  Agency, 

8.  ROYAL  EXCHANGE,  LONDON,  E.G.  '. 

MESSRS.   LETTS    unaertajce  to  supply  I 
intending  T^vellerB    either   tbruu^  » 
this  or  Foreign  Countries  with  every  infomia- 
tion  that  can  be  of  service  to  tbem  on  their  ' 
route— relative  to  times  and  mear|8  of  Convey- 
anoe,  Oonrters^Qarrency,  &c.— and  to  provide  i 
PASSPORTS  with  the  requisite  vtctff  with 
tJbe  utmost  pmmptitude  and  regard  to  eco- 
nomy.    TRAVELLERS  to  INDIA  or  , 
the  CQVTnVENT  may  ho  provided  with  , 
the  KeMsi  Edttiont  of  i 

ENGLISH,  FRENCH,  AND  GERMAN  , 

GUIDE  BOOK^  ' 

as  well  as  the  most  approved  selection  of  i 

Maps,  both  English  and  Foreign  (we  separate  ; 

Lisi\   and   with    Polyglot  Wasbiog-Books,  . 
Books  of  Travel-Talk,  and  Dictionariea. 

TYusttcorthy  Couriers  ^oiU  be  tecdTftmended  l 

by  giving  sufficient  notice.  \ 

XiBTTI^,   gov,   ^   qQ.«  , 

8,  ROYAL  EXCHANGE,  LONDON,  E.C.,  j 

Stattonen,  'IVavelUng  Desk  Manufacturers,  ' 

Litbi^p^phers,  and  Agents  to  H.M.  Board  of  , 
Ordnance  and  the  Geological  Society. 


TBPLIT2. 


BEER  PERUTZ  ft  80N8' 


Payments  made  on  English  circular  notes 
and  letters  of  credit. 


FLORENCE. 

SIGNOR  LEGA 

AND  DAUGHl'ER, 

Ho.  82,  VIA  SE*  BASDI 

(Studio  ox  thu  First  Flooh), 
Keep  a  Uiffe  CoUection  of  Original  Kictnres, 
ancient  and  modem ;  also  Copies  of  the  meet 
Celebrated  Atasters.  Portraits  painted  of  aoy 
required  size.    £i(glii>h  spokeD. 

Correspondents  In  England.  J.  and  R. 
K'Cbackes,  38,  Queen  8tzeet»  Otmum  Street 
West,  London. 


LAUSANNE. 


HOTEL    DU    BEI^VEDERE. 

Jlieautifttl  situation,    ^endld  view,  commanding  the  Lake  and  the  Alps.    Comfortable 

Lodgings.    CbKgE*  moderate. 


FRANKFORT   O.   M. 


MR.    0.    A.    LOHR, 

FBOPBtBXOS  GW 

fTHE   ROMAir   SMFBBOB   HOTEL* 

Begs  to  nflommeod  his  Hoow  to  BBgUah  Ttmvellere. 

This  large  and  nfell-eituated  Estahlishi|iei)(  i^  oqpdoct^d  \ipi9T  the  Imtnat^tc 
stiperintenofence  of  the  Proprietor,  and  newly  furnished  with  every  comfort,  and 
a  new  splendid  Dining-room. 

The  "  KOMAN  Empkror  "  is  often  hdnonred  by  Royal  Families  and  other  high 
persona^.     The  following  have  lately  honoured  this  Hotel — 

H.M.  THE  KING  AND  QOBKN  OP  ^VTTRTEMBERG. 

H.M.  THE  gUKF:N  OF  HOLLAND. 

H.R.H,  THE  CROWN  PRINCE  A^ND  PRINCESS  OLGA  OF  WURTEMBEBQ. 

HXH.  THE  ARCHDUKE  OF  AUSTRIA.    &c  ^c.  Ap, 

TabM'bOteaU*    ^fl*  9QJfTm  Breakfast,  «2kr. 

^^    ^        6,    &fl.  "^^^  Tea. 

^Bqop^frQ9i  ;^i.  to 
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THE  CONTINENT. 


COURIERS  AND   TRAVELLING   SERVANTS  OP 

DIFFERENT  NATIONS. 


Society  of  Couriers  and  Travelling 

Servants. 

Established  13  Txaba. 

Patronised  by  the  Boyal  Family,  Nobility,  and  Gentry. 

12,  BUBY  STBEET,  ST.  JAMESU 


This  Society  is  composed  of  Members  of  diflferent  Nations, 
all  of  well-established  reputation,  great  experience,  efficiency, 
and  respectability, 

Couriers  suitable  for  any  country  can  be  obtained. 

Italians,  Germans,  Swiss,  French,  and  Men  of  other 
Kations,  compose  thiB  Society ;  some  of  whom,  besides  the 
usually  required  languages,  speak  Spanish,  Bussian,  Swedish, 
Turkish,  and  Arabic, — in  feet,  every  Continental  and  European 
language. 

Travellers  for  any  part  can  immediately  meet  with 
Couriers  and  Travelling  Servants  on  application  to  the 
Secretary. 

COURIERS  AND  TRAVELLING  SERVANTS  OF  DIFFERENT  NATIONS, 

13,  BURY  STREET,  8T.  JAMES'S. 

D  2 
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BERNE   (Switzerland). 


PENSION    MATTENHOF, 

IN  TUB  IMMEDIATfi  VICIKITY  OF  TUX  TOWN, 

IVear  the  Vii^iiETTK. 

Proprietor :  J.  STATJB. 

'PHIS  Ebtablishment,  delightfally  situated,  will  prove  itsolf 

worthy  of  the  patronage  of  families  and  toansts  deairous  of  making  an  agree- 
able stay  in  Benie. 

Comfortable  Apartments.    Extonsite  Gaixleni.    Baths  in  the  house,     finglish 
Cooking.    Moderate  Charges. 

Keferencg  to  the  Britisu  Ciiai'Lain  in  Beme  is  kindly  permitted. 


GENOA. 


»     ■ 


HOTEL  DES  QUATRE  NATIONS. 


THIS  HOTEL  ia  one  of  the  oldest  in  Genoa,  and  is  situated  in  the 
most  central  part  of  tlie  Town. 

The  splendour  of  its  Apartments  and  the  renown  of  the  cuisme  are  such  that  it 
has  fully  sustained  its  old  reputation. 

The  Pboprietob,  M.  CEVASOO, 

Has  a  maffnilloeiit  Palace  wltliln  a  few  MUes  of  Genoaf 

Much  frequented  during  the  Hot  Season  by  Families  who  desire  the  advantages  of 

BEA-BATHINQ. 
Hm  Chaxgss  axe  eossidsrsd  to  be  vezjr  modtrats. 


1866. 
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THE  DIRECT  MAIL  ROUTE  TO  THE  CONTINENT. 

LONDON,  CHATHAM,  AND   DOVER   RAILWAY. 


PARIS 


TWO  SPECIAL  EXPRESS  SERVICES  DAILY.    SHORTEST  SEA  PASSAGE,  80  MINUTES, 
By  t)i«  ■plcDdid  new  BtniB '  Prinoo  Imperial,' '  La  Franoc/  '  Btwtm,'  unci  *  W«vi-,'  built  esprnalj  for  this  Snricc. 

Ylctoria  StatioxL,  West  End  Central  Terminns ;  Lndgate  Hill,  City  Tenninas. 

Expreu  DaUy  Direct  Fixed  Service.  Mail  Steamen  and  Special  Exprets  Traint.  Daylight  Sea  Passage 

in  £igluy  Minutet.    First  and  Second  Class  throughout 


VICTORIA  (Wntt  End  Statum) 
LMiriATB  HILL  (Oty  Stat.> 
UOVKK    .--._.. 
DOVKR    -    .     -    _     - 
CALAIS    ....     . 
AMIKNS-    .... 
PARIS      ..... 


DAT  8EBVICE. 


1866. 


A.M. 


arr.  9-2$  p.m. 

liep.  12*  10    .. 

dep.  1-35   .. 

HIT.  6"0        ,, 


JtfAY; 

PAUIS 

AMIRNS 

CALAIS 

DOVER      

DOVKR     

VKTORIA  (Went  Bnd  Station) 
LrOlJATE  llTLL(UtyStetO 


-  -    dep. 

■  -    dep. 

-  -    air. 
arr.  about 

■  -    dep. 
-    arr. 


7-20  A.M. 

9*14  .. 

I'lo  ,, 

30  ,, 

3-4$  .. 


nrr, 


:  }5'« 


Faaicagpn  have  tho  optioa  of  prooeediDff  (Vom  or  to  Dorvr  bv  anjr  nttier  immoftlii*  London,  Chathnm,A  Dover  Railway 
Tlie  8-a  Paeange  bctwcon  Dover  And  Calaia  it  the  •Wortrat  betwM-n  Kngland  and  the  Continent. 

Baggage  canTbe  Registered  irom  London 

to  PiifM  dtuiy  during;  the  montb,  and  vice  9er$a. 

Clearing  Baggage.— TL*  company  onipln7«  an 
OflkcT,  to  poaa  Bngxwge  at  Dorcr,  wimnU  durge,  when 
free  of  dutr. 


OmnibTLB  at  Calaig.~No  charge. 


i*  mtnle  fur  the  cunvryanoe  of  Pimengefa  with  Tlirouffh 
Tickete  between  thu  Boat  and  the  Station. 

*,*  Pkiaengera  nre  roouerted  to  becarrful  toReffl.ier 
elr  lu^ge  LONDON,  CHATHAM,  and  DOVER 
AILWAY,  in  order  that  no  inconvenience  hmv  ariae 


tliirlr 
RAl 
«n  route. 


HMjr  ariae 


NIGhHT    FIXED    MAII.   EXPRESS    SERVICES. 
lOKBOH  and  PABI8  vii  DOYEB  and  CALAIS. 


1^  ^ 


Place*  from 
LONDON  (Victoria)      -    dep.  1  I 

(Lodgate  Hill)  drp.  / 
DOVER   «.•>..    art. 


Ditto      • 
CALAIS 
AMIENS 
PARIS     < 


dep. 
dep. 
dep. 
arr. 


•Expr 

8-30  9.U. 

10-30  ,, 
10*40   ,. 

1*30  A.M. 

4*55    .. 
7-20    ,. 


OB     g 

A.  2 


naoea  (htm 

PARIS    .....  dep. 

AMIESS     ....  dep. 

CALAIS      -     -     -     .  an. 

Ditto   .....  dep. 

DOVKR       ....  dep. 

LONDON  (Victoria)    .  arr. 
(Ludgate  Hill)  arr. 


:} 


*Expren. 
7'45  P.". 
9*35    ,. 
1-3?  A.M. 
i'4o    .. 
4-30    ., 

6"  35/    1. 


*  Ut  rinwi  otily. 


Mall  and  Express  Services  to  Belgium,  Germany,  and  the  Rhine. 

Yii  DOYEB  and  CALAI8. 


FlooMfltMm 

•     -  dep, 

Dover ...  arr. 

Hover ...  dep. 

Calaia       -     -  ,, 

Lille    .     •     -  f, 

Bruaaola    •     -  an*. 

Aix4M-aiapdl«  ,, 

I  Culogno    •    -  ,  t 


Sarvioe. 

Night 
Servlee. 

^ 

1 

1   7*2f  A.M. 

8*30  »*•"• 

s 

9-25    .. 

lo'3o  ,, 

9'3$  .. 

loMo  ,, 

i2*aov.K. 

1*30  A.M. 

3"o     t. 
O'o     ., 

3'55    M 

7-15  .> 

2 

rtfAjt. 

2-5     P.M. 

H 

50.  »• 

4*o     .. 

1 

Plneea  from 


Day 
Serrica 


Night 
Snrvicn. 


Co1o|{n«    -     -     dep. 
Aix-ln-<.!tMipolle  ,, 
Brtitae)*    -     •     If 
Ullo    ..... 

CalaU-     -     -     ,,        

Dover,  arr.  about  2-50  ,, 
Dover.  •  -  d«p..  3"45  „ 
London    -     -    arr.  1  5*45   ,, 


10 '30  P.M. 
12*5    MIO. 

7' 15  A.M, 

IO-55  .. 
1*20  r.M. 


XZ*40A.M. 
I*20  PJl. 

8'5    •> 
II -20  ,. 

1»40  A.M. 

J'lo  „ 

4'JO  .. 
6-30  ,, 


Via  DOYEB  and  OSTEKB. 


'.  It: ,  i 

km 


s 
g 

I 


n«ce«fh>m 


Day 
Service. 


Nij^t 
Serricoi. 


London  -  -  dep 
Dover  -  -  arr. 
Dover  -  -  d«p. 
Oktend  arr.  about 
Oitend  .  -  dep. 
Bruanla(N.8ta.)arr. 
Aii.ln.Chapelle  ,,  I 
Cologne    •     •     11 


7«1?  A  M.  I 

9*25  .. 

♦9*35  .. 
3*  or.M. 

4M5   .1 

7-  a  ., 

3'2$  A  M 

5'  o  .t 

i 

f  Suntlay  excepted. 


8*30  P.M. 

10*30  ,. 
+io'40m 

4-30  A.M. 

7*  o  .1 

2*    $  P.M. 

4*  «   1. 


g 

s 


Place*  from 

Cblcgne    .    -    drp. 
Aix.Ta.CbnpeU«  ,. 

Rruaacla 

0«MOd 

Dover 

Dover- 

Lnndon 


Service 


Night 
Service. 


-  -     «> 

-  -     •» 

arr.  about 
.  .  dep. 
.     -    nrr. 


10*30  P.M.    II'40  A.M. 
12-5     MII>.  '    I'2JP.H 

1  ASdaM. 


6*0     A.M 

8-3ot.. 

I>0     PJI 

J'45 

5-45 


.5'o     .. 

i?83o''.t 

2'    C  A.M. 


•  > 


t  Sunday  exceptfd. 


4- 30  >> 
6-30  ,, 

§  Saturday  exccptwl. 


I« 


THBOUGH  TICKETS  are  issned  (lociudinK  stewaid*i  Fee  v»  cabiu). 

•rticularly  requcated  to  obaerre  that  all  Itegiatrtiid  l)>igffHge  from  the  Oontinttit  fo 

a;  if  tor  Lnds'it*  Hill,  the  examiontioo  uk<*  ptagewj  l^^^Jatfi*  ClMtom  House  at  the  Station. 


NoTB.^PanMnoeia  ai«  particularly  requcated  to  obaerre  that  all  Itegutrtiid  l)>igffHge  from  the  Oontinttit  for  Victoria  Statio« 
ia  examined  at  Victoria ;  If  tor  Lnds'it*  Hill,  the  examioMton  uk.e  place  at  Dover  in  the  ClMtom  House  at  the  Static 

Offices  where  tHBOwfi  TICKETS  and.  INEOiUCATION  ean  be.  obtained  J- 


Chief  treat-Bnd  OAo*— VicToniA  feArioM. 

City  Ofnoe-.lM,  Cmbapbisb. 

Pkrit  Ofl!lce.-No.  9^  BooLSVAirr  one  iTALinK* 


1  Cologne  OfBco-Mr.   Ntes*K».    IS,    Friedhch  Willielm 
SirafM. 
Frankfort-on-ttic-Malnc  Office— Mr.  SiiorntMpau,  S,  Gi 


•  maw 


^ 
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FRANKFORT  O.    M. . 

PaiZE-H:  3ir,    1869. 

STEHFEL. 


SENAT 

del  frelen  Stadt, 

HEDAILIE.  FBAinmKT. 


FRIEDHICH   BOHLER, 

HAMFArrORT  OP  STAGBOBN, 

Zell  Ho.  64  (next  door  to  the  Foat-Offloft). 

FuRKiTCRB  OF  £VEBT  sBSCRiFTioN,  BB  Bofas,  CbBin,  TAbles,  Sec.  Sec  CiUN- 
nBLir.Bfl,  Table  and  Hand  Candlesticks,  Shootiog- tackle,  Imkotahds,  Paper- 
knives,  FvDholdera,  Svalu,  Sic.  Knives,  Ridiko-weifs,  Cigar-caaes  mA 
Holders,  Pi|>es,  Mateli-boxoB,  Porte-moniiaiei,  Card-casee,  Thennometfis, 
GoBLKTB,  Candle-Bcreena,  Figures  and  Groups  of  Animaia  executed  aflct 
niadinger  and  otliere.  Brooches,  Bracelets,  EarrionB,  Shirtrpine,  Studs,  and 
Bottong.  Staq  asd  Dkhr  IIradb  with  Antlers  attached  to  tbo  Bkull.  Sofa- 
rugs  or  Foot-clothg  of  Skins  of  Wild  Animals  with  Head  preserved. 

Onlera  for  a  Complete  Set  or  for  aoy  quantity  of  FtmsmmK  will  be 
promptly  executed. 

The  Af^ts  in  London  nre  Keten.  J.  and  R.  M%&AC(iB>r,  3B,  Qnecn 
Stroot,  Cannon  Street  Woet, 


1S8S.  UUaiUT'S  HAHIWOOK  ABVSRTISEIt.  S* 

FRAhlKFORt    O.    M. 

FRIEDIiICH~BOHLER, 

Zeilj  No.  54, 

dicht   ndben  def     Poet,' 

Mempal,  bewiUigt  vom  S«nst  der  beira   Stadt,   FnuikfaiL 


PENDtTLBg  (OiiiameDtal  Clocks)  of  every  descriptaon,  Va£bb,  Qoblete,  Abtiqde 
and  Modern  Statcbttkb  and  Gsoupb^  Ormips  of  AiiimBlH,  Ikkbtakds, 
Paper-weights,  &c.  ftc,  in  lihmKe,  Cast  trnil,  Galvano-Jilastlc,  &c. 

Crown-CHasdelierb  ;  Branch,  Table,  and  Hand  Candlesticks,  in  Bronze, 
4o. ;  Lainpa  of  every  deifcription. 

POBCELAm  and  Britaania-metal  Goods,  Liqneur-chests. 

T&ATBLLUia  DRiBBi^a-CASGii  HailroOd  CoOipBiiioiiB,  Plcnic-besketa,  Tra- 
velling Bags,  Brashes,  Combs. 

WoEK-TABLES  and  Boxes,  Tapestries,  Fans,  Ball-books,  Smelling-bottles, 
Ope  ra-G  lasses,  &c.  &c. 

Superior  Copies  of  the  Abiadse  by  Dffnnecker,  and  the  Amazon  by  Kijs. 

QenuiDe  Esu  ds  Col<^ne  of  Jean  Maria  Farina,  opposite  the  JiilichGplalz, 

Tha  Agents  in  London  are  Mcssfs.  J,  tod  R.  M'^CbAckkn,  38,  Qticen 
Street,  Cannon  Street  West 
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MABIENBEBa. 
HYDROPATHIC    ESTABLISHMENT, 

NEAB  BOPPARD,  ON  THE  RHINB. 

THIS  Establishment  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  Rhenish  Railway  Stations  and  Landin?  Places  of  the  Rhine  Steamera,  and  is  placed 
in  the  most  delightful  and  smiling  situation  In  the  whole  of  the  Rhenish  ProTlnoes. 

It  is  very  close  to  Oobleutz.  Kms,  and  Wiesbaden;  and  It  has  been  Imown  during  the  last 
25  years  as  one  of  the  first,  most  elegant,  and  largest  EstabllshmentB  for  Cold  Water  Core. 
Long  expcripnce,  extraordinary  results,  charming  arrangements  and  luxury,  and,  above  all,  the 
advantage  of  incomparable  Water,  has  procured  for  this  Establishment  an  Eioropean  renown. 
It  is  espedaUy  visited  by  the  Nobility  of  all  conntrtes,  who  seek  this  pleassiit  spot  to 
re-establiuL  or  strengthen  their  fsillng  health,  or  to  while  away  most  agreeably  the  ainmner 

season. 

. . — . ■  ■      »■    ■  ■ .,        — . ■  -  ■ 

DRESDEN. 

h6tel"de  saxe. 

THIS  celebrated  Firat-olass  Hotel,  kept  by  Mrs.  DORN  and 
her  SONS,  has  been  recently  enlai^ed  and  embellished,  contains  250  Front 
Rooms,  with  200  Beds,  and  is  situated  in  the  ccntie  of  the  town.  Table-d'Hdte, 
best  in  town.  Baths.  Private  Dinners  at  any  hour.  Arrangements  for  the 
winter. 


LAUSANNE. 

Hotel  Gibbon :  Mr.  Bitter^  Proprietor. 

THIS  First-class  Hotel,  highly  recommended  in  every 
respect,  is  situated  in  the  best  part  of  the  town,  and  commanda  the  Gnest 
and  most  extensive  views  of  the  Lake,  the  Alps,  and  the  splendid  scenery  aroand 
Lausanne.  The  tereaced  garden  adjoining  the  salle-i-manger  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  in  the  neighbourhood*  and  was  the  &vourite  residence  of  Gibbon,  who  wrote 
here  his  History  of  Rome.  From  the  extensive  Gaixien,  which  is  tastefully  laid  out 
and  attached  to  the  Hotel,  the  view  is  most  grand  and  romantic.  In  fact,  this 
house  will  be  found  to  give  very  superior  accommodation,  and  to  offei*  to  trarellen 
a  highly  desirable  place  of  residence  or  of  temporary  eqjoum. 
PenBion  at  Bednoed  Pricef  dqring  tht  Winter. 

DIEPPE. 

HOTEL    DES    BAINS 

(MORGAN), 

FACING  the  Sea  and  Baths,  of  the  Highest  Class,  quiet, 
thoroughly  i-ecommendabie*     A  lai^e  private  Houae  also  on  the  beach  for 
Families. 


WIESBADEN. 

HOTEL  D'ANGLETERUE  ;  Proprietor,  Jos.  Bebthold  ;  near  the 
PMrnflOMde  aod  EocbbroBiMn.  1IUmi«]  Wator  Bftths  MappUad  by  IliA  KoehbnnaMi ;  lai^  mmI  lOMll 
ApartitMntofbriruailUea,«adeaKelleutBudroaiiuforalBgleaontto^  Tbls  Boon  has  twen  known  Cor  nMnr 
ymn  WDangtlM/Uieaf&igUriaVlaitgn  to  WieBbMlen.MMlUla«UUooadiielad  la  itoaaatatt  atrU  «r  ooa^btt 
and  flleewioe.  RlgUrnooauD«ndedl)vtbeaiitliorarthfl«Babbl«aftv)maMBniiiiMuorN^ 
HaiidbocdL  Prioa  rwj  mnrtarala.  A/tor  liw  aeano,  Apartntonti  ara  lel  la  thb  Bold  m  Q»  Huna 
])riviita  apartananta  In  tfaa  town. 
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DIEPPE. 


GRAND   HOTEL  IMPERIAL 

DE  DIEPPE, 

Charmingly  situated  on  the  Beach. 

IT  IS  THE  NE1ABE8T  HOTEL  TO  THE  ENGLISH  8TEAHERB ; 


SPECIALLY  DISTINGUISHED  BY  THE  EMPEKOB'S 

AUTHORITY   TO   BEAB   THE   TITLE   OF   "IMPEBIAL,' 

Ain>  BY  THE  EUPEBOB'S  ABU8. 


SPECIAL  TERMS  WITH  FAMILIES, 

BT  THB  WZEK  OB  rOB  THK  aBAWH, 


PBIVATE  0ABRIAGE8  BELONGING  TO  THB  HOTEL. 

The  Gallftr  oosUlni  nij  OU  Winei,  and  kIm  WIdm  of  Fint  Qnalitf, 

of  ths  Bat  Vinttgat. 


iDclusive  Terms  for  the  Winter  Montlia  (November  till  June), 
6i.  Cd.  per  day ;  Childnm  and  Serrants  Half-price. 

PRIVATE    SITTING-ROOMS     FOR     FAM|),iES. 


4S  MaBRArS  HAMDBOOE  ADVBBtlBBB.  lUy, 

CORNWALL. 


MOUNT'S  BAY  HOUSE, 

ESPLANADE,  PENZANCE,  CORNWALL, 

Has  been  erected  and  fitted  op  expressly  as  a 

FIRST-CLAS3  LODQING-HOUSE. 


*  *^     .**^*-.      ^^^^'.^^««v^Mt«*  ^ 


No  expense  or  labour  has  been  spared  by  the  Proprietor. 
The  house  is  famished  in  the  rao^t  faiodem  style,  is  well  supplied  with  Hot 
and  Cold  Baths,  and  replete  with  every  accommodation  suitable  for  Tourists  to 
West  Comwall. 

.411  tlie  Drawl  tig  nootiis  command  an  uninteiTupted  view  of  that 

*  Beauteous  gem  set  in  ih^  sAvtr  6«a,' 

St.  Michael  s  Mount,  and  the  whole  of  the  mngnificent  Bay. 

Invalids  will  find  in  Mount's  Bay  House  the  comforts  of  a  home,  wliile  the 
beauty  and  salubrity  of  the  situniiun,  lis  nearness  to  the  chamiiug  walks  on  the 
sea-shore,  render  it  a  liealthy  and  delightful  residence. 

The  charges  are  moderate,  and  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 

E.  LAVIN,  Proprietor. 


BRUSSELS^ 


English  Reading  Boom  and  Circulating 

library. 

LARMES  (late  Froment),  Bookseller  and  StAtioner,  No.  22, 
•  Rue  Belliard,  Quartier  Leopold.  Established  several  years.  Newspapers, 
Iheviews,  and  Magazines  for  Sale  and  Hii*e.  English  and  Continental  Guides. 
Parcels  from  London  weekly:  Oi'ders  promptly  esecoted.  Large  assortawot  of 
English  nod  Foreign  Stationeiy. 


VICHY-LES-BAINS. 


GRAND   H6TEL   DtJ   PAl^C, 

PROPEIETOB,     Mil.     GERMOT, 

Opposite  the  Bathi  and  the  Park. 

AS  in  Paris  and  London,  Vichy  has  its  Giand  Hotel.     The  Grand  Hotel  du  Pare 
of  Vichy,  for  comfbi-t,  elegance,  and  convenience,  is  eqnal  to  any  of  ihfc  large 
Hotelft  of  Paris  or  London.     Omnibus  and  Carriages  at  the  Station. 

Separate  Suites  of  Apartments  for  Families. 


1866.  MURRArS  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.  43 


DIEPPE. 

H  6  T  E  l"r  O  Y  a  L. 

FACING    THE    BEACH. 

Close  to  the  Bathing  Establishment  and  the  Parade. 

TT  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  PLEASANTLY  SITUATED  HOTELS 
1  IN  DIEPPE,  commanding  a  beautifal  and  extensive  Vifexfr  of  the 
Sea. 

Families  and  Gentlemen  visiting  Dieppe  will  find  at  this  Establish- 
ment elegant  Large  and  Small  Apartments^  and  the  best  of  accommo- 
dation, at  very  reasonable  prices. 

The  Refreshments,  &c.,  are  of  the  best  quality. 

In  fact,  this  Hotel  fully  bears  out  and  deserves  the  favourable  opinion 
expressed  of  it  in  Murray^s  and  other  Guide  Books. 

TabU'iVIlotc  and  Private  Dinners, 


PASSAGE    OF    MONT    GENIS. 

BtJSA  TO  ST.  MICHEL 

(and  vice  versd). 

MR.  JOSEPH  BORGO. 


Carriages  can  be  obtained  for  the  crossing  of  Mont  Cdnis,  from  Susa 
to  St  Michel,  or  vice  versd,  on  application  to  Mr.  Joseph  Bobgo  at 

TURIN— Grand  Hotel  de  I'Europe. 
SUSA— Hotel  de  France. 
•    ST.  MICHEL— Railway  Station  and  H6tel  de  la  Poste. 

Carriages  of  all  kinds,  to  hold  2,  4,  5^  Und  7  persons. 

Travellers  will  find  this  the  most  cemi  for  table  and  least  fatiguing 
way  of  crossing  this  mountain,  the  passage  being  made  in  the  same 
time  as  by  the  Courier. 
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VENICE. 

GRAND   HOTEL   VICTORIA. 

Mi«t  C3utrally  situated,  close  to  the  Piazza  S.  Mabco  (without  crossing  a  dngle  Brittgf), 

the  principal  'ITieatreg  and  Clmrches. 

The  HOTEL  VlCrORIA,  entirely  rebuilt  and  improved,  contains  180  Bedroonui,  \art^  ainl 
gmall  Apartments,  furnished  with  every  modern  nKiuisite,  beautiful  public  Sitting  Uuums, 
Smoking  und  UiUiard  Koomt,  Tuble-d'HOio.  Baths. 

■  Charge*  considerahly  mmt  nvxUrate  than  in  any  other  fint-raU  KttaUUkment. 

aOBBKT   STSBWSaiOtO] 


THE    liBZSirRE     BOVR, 

Sixpence  Monthly, 

Contains  numerous  Tourists'  Papers,  Narratiye 

and  Descriptive, 

WITH    ILLUSTRATIONS    BY    E.    WHYMPER. 

'The  LEI8CRE  HouB  ha.s  every  quality  that  Bbould  command  a  lange  circulation.  The 
illustrations  are  numerous  and  superior.  The  contents  are  so  written  or  selected  tk»  to  have 
a  direct  bearing  on  the  topics  and  events  of  the  day,  and  have  a  living  interest  for  every  oae, 
while  its  fictions  have  no  laclc  of  adventure.'— T/te  Timet. 

66,  PATERNOSTER  KOW. 


ANTWERP. 


-•o*- 


GRAND  INTEBNATIONAL  ALLUNCE  HOTEL  COMPAHT 

(LIMITED). 

HOTEL    ST-    ANTOINE, 

PLACE    VERTE. 

THIS  FIBST-CLASS  HOTEL,  so  well  known  to  TRA- 
VELLERS, having  become  the  propei-ty  of  the  above  Conipanr,  has  been 
thoroughly  Improved  and  modernised.     Baths  liavc  been  erected,  and  a  Resbmrnnt 

established.  

The  extensive  assortment  of  WIKES,  manj  of  which  are  of  groat  age,  were 
selected  with  great  care  and  judgment  by  the  late  Proprietor,  Mr.  Schmitt- 
Spaenhoven,  and  have  obtained  for  this  Hotel  an  European  reputatioD. 

A  Superior  Cuisine  and  Table  d*H6te. 

Carriages  of  every  description, — Attentive  Servants, 

Setding  Boom  and  Smokiiig  Boom,  mipplied  with  Xngliah  and  Vxvneh 

Vewipapon. 

IlfitHagcr*  FRBD.  0OBO. 
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H^TEIL.    r>E    L'ETXROFE. 

XS.  KOKIER,  PBOPBIXTOB. 

This  flnt-Tute  Hotel,  much  freqaented  by  Familiefl  and  Gentlemen,  dtntted  In  the  finest 
part  of  the  town,  near  ibe  Railway  Station  and  Promenade,  Is  replete  with  every  comfort: 
the  apartDMDta  are  tastefnlly  and  elegantly  famished,  it  is  celebrated  for  Its  dcanlinesst 
good  attendance,  and  reasonable  prices.  Saloons,  Reading,  and  Refreshment  Rooms ;  Table 
d'HOte  at  I  and  5  o'clock ;  Breakfasis  and  Dinners  at  all  hours.  Advantageous  arrangements 
made  with  Families  during  the  Winter  Season.  In  front  of  ihe  Hotel  there  is  a  fine  extensive 
garden  and  large  court-yard.  Baths  and  carriages  in  the  Hotel.  Omnibuses  and  carriages 
belonging  to  the  Hotel  convey  passengers  to  and  from  the  Railway  Station.  En^sh,  French, 
Italian,  and  Oennan  spoken.    Moderate  piioes. 

MILAN. 


3 
Opposite  the  Public  Qardens. 

SEPT   BY   J.    8VABBI   ABB    00. 

This  new  and  magnificent  Establishment  is  fitted  up  with  every  modem  appliance,  and 
situated  in  the  finest  and  most  pleasant  part  of  the  City,  close  to  the  Station,  tho  Grand 
Theatre,  the  National  Museum,  atid  the  ProtRStant  Church.  The  interior  is  perfect,  and  com- 
prises  Bathe  on  each  floor,  a  Smoking  and  a  Reading  Room  supplied  with  foreign  newspapers. 
Excellent  Table-d'HOte.    Charges  very  moderate  sjod  affixed  in  each  room. 

Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  at  the  arrival  of  all  trains. 

Kanager— 0.  VALLETTA. 


DIJON. 


OTEL      I>XJ      PA.IIC. 

PB0PBIET0B8— BIPABB  BB0THEB8. 

Has  been  newly  Furnished,  and  entirety  ^fitted  (hroughotit, 

SITUATED  IN  THE  CENTRE  OF  THE  TOWN. 

LARaE  AHO  SMALL  APARTMEITTS.  GARDEN  BEHIND  TUB  HOTEL. 

TaUa-d'Hote  at  10  ajn.  and  6  pjn. 

CARRIAGES    FOR    DRIVES    IN    THE    TOWN    OR    COUNTRY. 

A\B%—Atkfm'  the  OmnUnu  of  Vie  Hold  on  the  arrival  of  the  Train. 

VIENNA. 


LE0P0LB8TABT. 

Contains  Two  Hundred  richly  furnished  Apartments,  vaiytng  hi  price  firom  60  Kreutten  to 
6  Florins,  together  with  GoiTee.  Billiard,  and  fiimoklng  Rooms ;  also  Saloons  for  Readhig  and 
Iteoreatlon,  provided  witu  all  the  best  Journals  of  England,  Germany,  and  Ftanoe.  Post 
Office,  Government  Telegraph  Office,  and  tHiotogniphic  Studio  on  the  Premises.  Restaurant 
A  2a  earte,  at  fixed  prices  at  all  hours.  Elegant  carriages  always  ready  for  the  convenience 
of  tMvellera,  and  Omniboses  constantly  running  to  ihf  Railway  Stations.  lidB  Hotel,  the 
largest  in  Vienna,  offers  the  most  d*'Slrable  advantages  to  travellen,  as,  inespecttveof  its 
excellent  accommodation,  it  is  situated  in  the  most  pleasant  and  finest  part  of  Uie  town. 

JflaMimen  and  Pr«prlelon»  Ilivcli  ^^J  W^J^* 
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VENICE. 

GRAND   HOTEL   VICTORIA. 

lU*»t  ccutrally  situated,  close  to  the  Piazza  S.  Marco  (without  crowing  a  single  BridKiO» 

the  principal  Theatres  aiid  Cliurches. 

The  HOTEL  yiCnX)RIA.  entirely  rebuilt  and  improved,  contains  180  Bedrooms^  Iatkh  mihI 
small  Apartments,  fVirnishcd  with  every  modem  re<iuisitc  bo(\utiriil  public  Sitting  Itoums, 
Smoking  and  Billiard  Booms,  Table-d'HOte.  Baths. 

Chargei  conHdeinbly  wwe  mod^ate  Hum  in  any  other  first-rate  Kstdbtiskment. 

SOBBRT   BTSBSrSBSRO] 


TBS    LSZSUXtB    BOVR, 

Sixpence  Monihlyi 

Contains  numerous  Tourists'  Papebs,  Narrative 

and  Descriptive, 

WITH    ILLUSTRATIONS    BY    E.    WHYMPER. 

'The  LTbisuRE  Hors  luu  every  quality  that  BbouUl  command  a  laiige  circulation.  Thr 
Illustrations  are  numerous  and  superior.  The  contents  are  so  written  or  selected  as  to  have 
a  direct  bearing  on  the  topics  and  events  of  ttic  day.  and  have  a  living  interest  for  every  ooe, 
while  its  fictions  have  no  lack  or  udvcnlure.' — The  Tima. 

66,  PATERNOSTER  KOW. 


ANTWERP. 


aBAND  intebnational  alliance  hotel  compant 

(LIMITED). 

HOTEL    ST.    ANTOINE, 

PLACE    VERTE. 

THIS  FIBST-CLASS  HOTEL,  so  weU  known  to  TRA- 
VELLERS, having  become  the  propeiiy  of  the  above  Company,  hns  been 
thoroughly  improved  and  modernised.     Baths  have  been  erected,  and  a  Resbiarant 

established.  

The  extensive  assortment  of  WINX8,  many  of  which  are  of  great  age,  were 
selected  with  great  care  and  judgment  by  the  late  Pi-oprietor,  Mr.  Schmitt- 
Spaenhoven,  and  have  obtained  for  this  Hotel  an  European  i^utatioD. 

A  Superior  Cuisine  and  Table  d*H6te. 

Carriages  of  every  description. — Attentive  Servants, 

Betding  Boom  and  Smokiiig  Boom,  lappUod  with  EnglUh  and  Fieneh 

KewipapeiB. 

MnnngeTf  FRBD.  90B0. 
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MR.  HOKIER,  FROFBIETOB. 

TbJg  ftnt-iHte  Hotel,  mach  frequented  by  Faiollles  and  Gentlemen,  situated  In  the  finest 
part  of  tbc  town,  near  the  Railway  Station  and  Promenade,  la  replete  with  every  comfort : 
tile  apartmenta  are  tastefnUy  and  elegantJy  (nmlshed.  it  is  celebrated  for  Its  clcanllnesa^ 
good  attendance,  and  reasonable  prices.  Saloons,  Reading,  and  Refyeehment  Rooms ;  Table 
d'Hdte  at  1  and  6  o'dock ;  Breakfasts  and  Dinners  at  all  boars.  Advantageous  arrangements 
made  with  Families  during  the  Winter  Season.  In  front  of  the  Hotel  there  Is  a  fine  extensive 
garden  and  large  court-yard.  Baths  and  carriages  in  the  Hotel.  Omnibuses  and  carriages 
belonging  to  the  Hotel  convey  pasHengers  to  and  from  the  Railway  Station.  English,  French, 
Italian^  and  German  spoken.    Moderate  prices. 

MILAN. 


Hotel    CavoTxr,    I^lace    Cavonx*, 

Opposite  the  Public  Gardens. 
KEPT    BT   J.    SVABDI   AND    CO. 

This  new  and  magnlfloent  Establishment  Is  fitted  up  with  every  modem  appliance,  and 
situated  in  the  finest  and  most  pleasant  part  of  the  City,  close  to  the  Station,  tho  Grand 
Theatre,  the  National  Museum,  and  the  Protestant  Church.  The  interior  is  perfect,  and  com- 
prtses  Baths  on  each  floor,  a  Smoking  and  a  Reading  Room  supplied  with  foreign  newspapers. 
Excellent  Table-d'HOte.   Charges  veiy  moderate  and  a£Bxed  in  each  room. 

Omnibus  of  tbe  Hotel  at  the  arrival  of  all  trains. 

Manager— G.  VALLETTA. 


DIJON. 


H^TEL      I>XJ      PA.IIC. 

FB0FBIET0B8— BIFAXD  EROTHSSS. 

Has  been  newly  Furnished,  and  entirety  Befitted  throughout, 

SITUATED  IN  THE  CENTRE  OF  THE  TOWN. 

LAROE  AND  SMALL  APARTMENTS.  GARDEN  BEHIND  THB  HOTEL. 

TftUe-d'Hote  at  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 

CARRIAGES    FOR    DRIVES    IN    THE    TOWN    OR    COUNTRY. 

y,B>—Aikfcr  the  OmnU^us  of  the  Hotd  on  the  arrival  of  the  TVatn. 

VIENNA. 


LE0F0LB8TABT. 

Cootaliia  Two  Hnndnd  rlcibly  ftimished  Apartmenta,  viryiDg  in  price  firom  60  Kreutaten  to 
e  Florins,  together  with  GolTee,  Billiard,  and  ttmoklng  Rooms ;  also  Saloona  for  Beading  and 
KeaneatlonTpTOvided  with  all  the  best  Journals  of  England,  Germany. and  ftance.  Post 
Oflkje,  Government  Telegraph  Office,  and  Phoiographic  Studio  on  the  Premises.  Restaurant 
a  la  earte^  at  fixed  prices  at  all  hours.  Elegant  carriages  always  ready  for  the  convenience 
of  tmvellera,  and  Omniboaea  constantly  running  to  th«-  Railway  Stations.  This  Hotel,  the 
largest  in  Vienna,  offers  the  moat  d'-sirabte  advantages  to  travellen,  as^  Inespecttveof  ita 
ezfielleot  accommodation,  it  la  situated  in  the  moat  plessant  and  finest  part  of  the  iowil 

Jflaaaflcrs  and  Pjroprlel«n»  SiHcJt  mmd  Jllsy«r« 
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ANTWERP. 


HOTEL  DU  GRAND  LABQUREUR, 


PLACE  DE  MEIR,  26. 


THIS  old-establisbed  and  highly-recommended  Hotel,  which 
has  been  considerably  enlarged,  is  situated  in  the  finest  and  healthiest  8<|uare 
of  the  city  of  Antvei'p ;  its  eleanlinesi  and  th«  ezcelleiicy  of  the  table-d'hote  aod 
wines,  added  to  the  attention  and  civility  shown  to  all  visitors,  have  made  it 
deservedly  popular. 

90T  ATO  COLB  BATHS. 
ENGLISH    AND    FRENCH  NEWSPAPERS. 


LjYQNS. 


i«o*- 


ORAK D  HdTEL  DE  LTOM, 

EUE  IMP^RIALE,  AND  PLACE  DE  LA  BOUESE. 

mWO  HUNDRED  BEDROOMS,  and  TWENTY  SALOONS,  in  every  Variety; 
'^  LaiiB*  and  Small  Apartments  for  Families,  elegantly  ttumiabed;  Saloons  for  Offldol 
Keoeptions ;  Ck)nver8ational  au4  Reading  Booms ;  Coffee  and  Smoking  Divan ;  Baths;  Private 
Carriages,  Onmibnses,  Restaurant;  Service  in  the  Apartments,  h  Za  Carte,  or  at  fixed  prices. 

ILIA  &AVOVAOBS   SPOXSV. 

The  GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LTON  Is  too  important  and  too  well  known  to  require  inja- 
didoiis  praise :  it  suffices  to  state  that  it  cost  nearly  THREE  MILLIONS  OF  FRANCS, 
and  that  the  aooommodation  is  of  so  oomfortable  and  loxurioui  a  character  as  to  attract  the 
notice  of  all  visitors. 

Although  the  QRAND  HOT^L  DE  LYON  a^orcls  t^e  most  alegan|  ^peominoil|t|pn  for 
the  bluest  classes,  it  is'  frequented  by  -visitors  of  the  humblest  pretensionak  Booms  at  2  fra. 
very  comfortably  fiimished. 

TABLB  D'HOTK  at  4  frs.  In  oonsequence  of  the  Proprietors  having  omtracled  with  t}ie 
Bordeaux  and  Burgondy  Wine-growers  for  snpplies  of  their  Best  Wines,  qualftles  of  tba 
first  vintages  may  be  had  at  tbls  Hotel  at  moderate  prices.  Since  the  Hotel  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  new  Proprietors,  instead  of  a  Company,  the  reduction  tbey  have  mode  in  the  prices 
precludes  them  from  paying  Fees  to  the  Gab  and  Coach  Drivers  at  the  Railway  Station. 
Travallers  are  therefore  requested  to  bear  In  mind  that  the  Orond  HOtel  de  Lyon  is  situated 
in  the  oentre  of  the  Rue  Iinp6riale  near  the  Bank  of  France,  and  opposite  the  Palace  of  the 
Bonnai 
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WXLBRAD. 

H8tel   Klumpp,   formerly  Hotel   de   I'Ours, 

Mb.  W.  KLUWPP,  Pbopeietob. 

THIS  First-class  Hotel,  containing  36  Salons,  and  170  Bed- 
rooms, with  a  separate  Breakftst  aod  heading  Boom,  as  veil  aa  a  rery 
exteDaive  and  elegant  Dining  Room,  Artificial  Garden  over  the  River,  is  aitoated 
opposite  the  Bath  and  Conversation  House,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Promenade.  It  is  celebrated  for  its  el^aut  and  oomfoitable  apartments,  good 
cuisine  and  cellar,  and  deserves  its  wide^spread  reputation  as  an  excellent  hotel. 
Table-d'hote  at  One  and  Five  o'olock.    Breakfasts  and  Suppers  ^  la  caiie. 

EXCHAHBB   OFFICE. 

Correapoadflit  of  the  principal  Banking-houses  of  London  ht  the  payment  of 
Circular  Notes  and  Letters  of  Credit.  During  the  season  it  \&  the  office  of  the 
Diligence  to  Pforzheim  Station  of  the  Baden  Railway,  which  leaves  Wildbad  |br 
the  Courrier  and  Express  Tmns,  and  returns  from  Pforzheim  after  the  aiTival  of 
these  trains.  Through  Tickets  issued,  and  Baggage  Registered,  to  and  iropi  most 
of  the  principal  towns. 

DIJON. 

H6TEL  DU  JUEA. 

Proprietor,  MB.  DAVID. 


^<^^i^>M^«^^AMAAM^^N^/^^w^/% 


THE  NEARfi9T  TO  THE  RAILWAY  STATION,  THE  CATHEDRAL, 
THE  JARDIN  DES  PLANTES,  AND  THE  MUSEUM. 

Large  and  Smail  Apartments,  Suites  of  Rooms  for  Pamilies. 

SMOKING  ROOM. 

READING  ROOM  WELL  SUPPLIED  WITH  ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH 

PAPERS. 

Tables  d'H6te. 

Carriages  can  be  hired  by  the  hour.     Omnibus  to  meet  all  the  Tituns. 

A  SPECIAL  ATTENTION  IS  PAID  TO  THE   COMPOBT  OF  ENGLISH 

TISITOSS. 

This  Hotel|  mtvlr  enUrgie^r  <^Dtii)u^  to  pfier  tp  Traveller  all  tl)e  comforts  of 
a  First -class  Establishment.  English  money  changed.  English,.  German,  and 
Italian  spoken. 
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FBEXBUBG  ta  Breagau»  I>uohy  of  Baden* 

HdTEL    SOMMER,  Zahringer  Hof, 

NewIiT  built,  opposite  the  Station;  finest  view  of  the  Black  Forest  and  the 
Vosges ;  most  comfortable  and  best  house  there.     Baths  in  the  Hotel. 

Proprietor,  Mr.  G.  H.  SOMMER, 

HdTEL  AND  PENSION  VICTORIA, 

Mr.  F.  BERTHOUD,  Proprietor. 

Situated  in  one  of  the  most  beantiful  parts  of  the  town,  near  the  English  Chuitji, 
the  Railway  Station,  and  steamers  on  the  lake,  haying  the  adrantage  of  a  garden. 
It  particalarly  recommends  itself  to  English  fiimilies  making  a  stay  in  Genera. 
Table-d'Hdte  at  1  p.m.  and  5  r.K. 

BADEN-BADEN. 
Hdtel  de  Hollands :  Proprietor^  A.  Boassler. 

TPHIS  favourite  and  first-class  Hotel  situated  near  the  Kursaal,  Pro- 

-■-  mciMda.  and  Tbtakn,  eomnuwih  one  of  the  mort  ijarmfaig  Ttow»  In  Baden.  The  InoreMs  of  tariiMH 
raoderlnc  it  niinwiy  to  ealiuM  the  Hotel,  It  now  ooodale  of  mora  thnn  a  hnndrad  ifteeHng  aBartmeBla, 
elegant  dttlag^tiams,  and  a  gaiden  fcr  the  we  of  Tldtoia.  Gomfortahle  PabUo  BiMag  Boooh.  It  la  oa» 
dnolod  under  the  immwtiate  rapeilnlndenoe  of  the  Ptaprietor,  who  endeavoaia,  br  the  moet  etriet  adtantian 
and  aiaeedlagly  moderate  ptioBB,  to  merit  the  contlnned  patrani«e  of  BngUih>  Tlalten.  "Che  Tbnes  *  and 
other  Journala.    The  Whaea  of  this  Hotel  are  reputed  of  the  iMrt  quality  in  Baden.   Jiied  moderala  diant 

BnSSat^Cttt,  88  hraataen:  Tea,  4S  kia.    IWde d'H6te  at  Om.  1  fl.  94 kr. ;  at  JTVm,  1  fl.  48 kr. 
Mr.  AvooTPB.  remaining  wle  Proprietor,  will  Bgrnn  no  palne  to  daeerre  the  confldknoe  ofi^Uah  TtawiUew 
EngUah  b  spoken. 

OpMi  dwiag  the  WiMtcr* 


BIABBITZ.        ' 

h6tEL   de    FRANCE, 
And  the  magnificent  Maison  Garderes. 

Fbopbietob,  Mr.  GARDERES. 
rpHESE    two    fiiBt- class   Establishments    are    delightfully 

sitaated  on  the  Beach,  in  front  of  the  Imperial  Ch&teao,  the  Baths,  and  in 
the  oentre  of  the  Promenades.  They  are  furnished  in  a  moet  superior  style,  with 
every  comfort  and  oonvenienoe  that  can  be  desired  by  English  or  American  Tra* 
TcUei'B.    Moderate  charges.    The  Proprietor  speaks  English. 

CtrriagM  tor  Xxetuiinis  in  the  rjnmMM  and  Spiin. 

TaUeHl'H6te.    <  The  Times '  newspaper. 
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TURIN. 

URAND  HOTEL  DE  L'EUROPE. 

PROPRIETORS-^ 

MESSRS.   BOBATTI  AND   OASALEGGIO. 

Situated,  Place  dn  Chateau,  opposite  the 

King's  Palace. 


rpHIS  imriTalled  and   admirably  condticted  Hotel 

""^  hat  betti  entirely  refamished  to  afford  great  oomfort, 
and  in  the  very  best  taste,  and  thus  peculiarly  recommends 
itself  to  the  notice  of  English  travellers. 

EXCELLENT  TABLE  D'HOTE,  at  5i  o'clock. 

Without  Wine,  4  fr. ;  Dinner  in  Apartments,  6  fr. ;  Breakfast, 

^th  Tea  or  Coffee  and  Eggs,  2  &. 


REDUCED  TERMS  FOR  A  LENGTHENED  STAY. 

Interpreters  Speaking  all  tbe  European  Languages. 

CHABGSS   ICOBEBATS. 


An  Onmibos  from  tha  &oMi  will  be  found  at  every 

Train. 
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London  and  Sonth-Westmi  Bailway. 

LONDON  STATION,  WATERLOO  BRIDGE. 

The  Cheap  and  Flotaxesqae  Boute  to 

PARIS,  ROUEN,  HONFLEUR,  AND  CAEN, 

Vid  SOUTEAMPTON  and  HA  VRE. 

(For  Days  and  Hoan  of  Departure,  which  vaiy,  see  Monthly  Time  Billa.) 

Farti  throughmU  (London  and  Flaria)-'FnflT  Cxjub%  28/0;  Skoomp  Glabb,  20/O- 
RetuTh  TicktU  (available  for  one  month)— Fan  Clabb,  60/0 1  S«x»n>  CLAflS,  30/0- 


JERSEY,  6UERNSET,  AND  ST.  MALO, 

MATTi  8JSKV1ClI&» 

Vid   SOUTHAMPTON— The  favouriU  Route. 
"Every  Monday,  Wedneeday,  and  Friday. 

Fam  tkrouffiunit  (London  and  Jersey  or  GoeniMy)— Sl/O  Fnar ;  21/0  Sboovd  Glabb. 
Return  TiekeU  (available  for  One  Month)— 48 /O  Fibbt  ;  or  S6/0  Swxwd  Glabb. 

Tlie  Last  Train  frmik  London  in  time  for  the  Steanten  leavee  <U  8.80  p.m. 


Fbr  ftirther  Inlbmatlon  apply  to  Mr.  De  VonUe,  3,  Ftaoe  Vendane,  ParlB^*-Mr.  liuigB^. 
,  Orand  Qual,  Havre. — tfi 
irbet.  Gaemaey. — Captain  i 
Superintendent,  Southampton. 


ppiy , 

A1,  Grand  Qual,  Havre. — tfr.  Enault,  Honfleur. — Mr.  E.  D.  Le  Oouteur,  Jeraey. — Mr. 
Barbet,  Gaemaey.— CapUin  Gandln,  St.  MaU>.— «Or  to  Mr.  S.  K.  Ottsi,  Smbbi  Ftetet 
Sout 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 

HOTEL    D'ANGLETERRE. 

JAMES  MISSIBIE,  Proprietor. 

THIS  long-established  and  well-known  Hotel,  situated  in  the 
GRAND  RUE  DH:  PERA,  commanding  a  mafuiBcent  view  of  the  UNRI- 
VALLED BOSPHfORUS,  is  replete  with  every  comfort  and  conrenience  for  the 
accommodatioD  of  Families  and  Tourists. 

A  Select  Table  d'Hote. 

In  coDBequence  of  the  largely  increasing  number  of  Visitors  to  the  OTTOMAN 
CAPITAL,  from  the  facility  with  which  it  can  now  be  reached  from  all  parta  of 
Europe,  nnd  also  the  passengers  who  select  this  agreeable  route  to  and  from  INDIA 
and  the  EAST,  it  is  requested  that  families  desirous  of  eeouring  rooms  telegraph  or 
write  in  anticipation.  Every  attention  will  be  paid  to  instructionB  thua  trana- 
xnitted. 

OABEFULLT  SELEOTED  IKTEBPBETEBS  FOB  ALL 

LAHOUAGES. 

The  AUendants  and  Boate  of  the  Hotel  onaaU  the  arrival  of  the  Steaimere. 
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TO  CONTINENTAL  TRAVELLERS. 


DORRELL  &  SON'S 


15,    CHARING  JCROSS,    S.W. 

Every  Information  given  respecting  Travelling  on  the  Continent. 

French  «nd  Italiu  spokea,  and  Corm pondsnoe  ourxied  on  in  either  Langni^e. 

BiiTOB  BvvjtcTs  vWt-  r'l     ;,  ^r^- ~~  -    --      - *  UU.  by  !»•<>  on  applka- 

injf  the  Continent  will  |g{({|  \/,  [.  '    -  "  ".      V    ^  J^  tlon. 

Mve  trouble  and  expense 

tqrobtaaiing  tbelr  i*aa6» 

ports  tbrongh  the  above 

Agency.      No   peraonal 

attendance  ia  required; 

and    ooontry    reaidenta 

may  have   their    Pass- 

porta  forwarded  tbroagb 

the  poet.    A  'PiapoBr 

PAUpacTDS,'  containing 

eveiy  particular  in  de- 


I>aa«ports     Honnted. 
and  enclosed  In   Oases, 
I  with  the  name  of  the 
\  bearer  impressed  In  gold 
f  on  the  outside;  thus  af- 
fording secnri^  against 
injury  or  leas,  and  pre- 
venting delay    in   the 
.    f^quent  examination  of 

- [f^l;  the  Passport  when  tra- 

— — -^-'^  veiUng. 


ite,  Obtaining  Pattport,  li. ;  Fiioi,  it.  each,    Catet,  If.  6d.  to  St.  Mch. 

THE    LATEST    EDITIoTis^OF^  HANDBOOKS. 

SngUah  and  Foreign  Statiotierf,  Dlaiogae  Books,  Conrien'  Bags,  Pocket- 
books  and  Purses  or  every  desoriptioii,  -  Travelling  lBkstands»  aad  a  va- 
riety of  other  Articles  osefol  for  Travellers. 


EVERY  SATUKDAY.  OF  ANY  tibOKSELLER  OR  NEWS  AGENT, 

PBICES  TTTR  W JgPJgJii  CJB. 

Mach  Half*  Y&arly  Volume  compkU  m  iUelf,  with  TUU^Page  and  Index, 

THE   ATHENiEUM 

JOORNAL    OF    ENGLISH    AND    FOREIGN    LITERATURE, 
SCIENCE,   AND  THE    FINE    ARTS. 

Contains  : — Reviews  of  every  impoi-tant  T^ew  Book — Reports  of  the  Learned 
Societies— Authentic  Accounts  of  Scientific  Voyages  and  Expeditions  — 
FoasiQN  Correspondence  on  Subjects  relatinc:  to  Literature,  Science,  aod  Art 
— Criticisms  on  Art,  Music,  and  Drama — Biographical  Notices  of  dis- 
tingaished  Men — ORi^nrAL  Paprbs-  and.  Poiara — WEEfOiy  Gossip. 


ATKKSJEJTM.  is  so  conducted  that  the  reader,  however  distant,  is,  in 
respect  to  Literature,  Science,  and  Art,  on  an  equality  in  point  of  information  with 
the  best-informed  circles  of  the  Metropolis. 

Subftcription  for  Twelve  Months,  13^. ;  Six  Months,  6«.  6d,    If  nqnned  to  be 
sent  by  Post,  the  Postage  extza.' 


Office  for  Advertiaementa— 

20,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C, 

E  2 
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SSTABIiIBHSm  1864. 


«*      » 


THE   OEIGINAL    SOCIEl^Y 


(» 


COURIERS  AND  TRAVELLING  SERVANTS, 

440,  WEST  STRAND, 

LONDON,  W.C. 


rpHE  NOBILITY  and  GENTBY  are  moat  respectfully  informed  tliat, 
dto^f  impTMnGl  infk  the  raiponfRil^  datiM  deroWing  upon  Ooarien  and 
Tnvelliog  ServanU,  a  limited  number  of  respectable  EoglishmeD  and  Gannans 
hare  fonned  themeelifei  into  a  Soeletj^  to  vliioli  no  Member,  is  eligible  unless  of 
strict  integrity,  ganend  informatiop»  e^tarienoBi  and  good  behavioi^r  ia  preTioos 
engagements,  which  can  be  autl^ticated  by  referenoa  to  fimployen. 

At  the  sama  time  they  b^  to  infbrm  the  KobUlty,  Gentry,  and  FVanflies  that 
experienced  ServaoiB  of  the  abova  dsMl,  of  the  highest  character  and  integrity,  may 
be  engaged  at 

LEE  &  CARTER'S 

when  a  krge  coUeotion  of 

MURRAY'S     AND    OTHER     GUIDES, 

BIAPS,  DICTIONARIES,  DIALOGUES,  &c.,  IK  ALL  LANGUAGES, 

And  ererything  laqnired  by  Travellers,  is  kept  in  great  variety, 

AND    ALL    lMn)llMATlON    ABOUT    lU^tSPOkTS    CAN    BE    OBTAINED. 
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LUCERNE. 


mm    H9t 


HAUSER  BROTHERS,  Pbopriktors. 

VHU  IiA.liaiSST  HOTlBlj  IN  8WITaU«B]:.Jif]». 

Best  Situation  on  the  Quay»  with  splendid,  view  of  the  cele- 
brated panorama  of  the  Lake  and  Mountains. 

THFj  high  f  eputatiou  which  this  establishment  eujojrs  among 
Travellei-s,  aud  est>ecially  English  and  Amerkaa  famiiies,  is  the  best  and 
strongest  assurance  of  its  superior  arrangement  and  comfort.  Its  new  immense 
DiniDg-Koom,  with  a<i|ioijung  (iarden,  Sobn,  and  Urge  Fttioar,  nitoot  tbs  attentloa 
of  every  Visitor. 

Beduead  Priaas  (Pensiini)  are  made  far  lanaar  TMta  in  fha  aariy  loid  latar 

parts  of  the  SeasoiL 

CHAMBEBY, 


Mr.  CHIRON,  Pbopbibtob. 

ANEW  Establishment,  situated  upon  the  Quay  Kesin,  in 
an  open,  aiiy  sitaation,  doee  to  the  Railway  Station.     Laifgi  and  small 
Apaitmenta^  eorapuloasly  dean. 

Table  d'Hdto  at  11  sad  6  o^alook. 


QENEVA. 

■   ■  tot  ■ 

HOXEi:.  I>E   laJL   aOTJlEtONlSlBi, 

Pboprietor,  Mr.  CA.RL  ALDINGER. 

THIS  ESTABLISHMENT,  of  the  FIEST'  BANK,  newly 
furnished  throughout,  situated  iu  front  of  the  magnificent  biidga  of  Hont 
Blanc  and  the  English  Garden,  ei^oys  a  most  extended  view  upon  Lake  Leroan  and 
Mont  Blanc. 

English  Und  American  newspapers.     Table  d'HMe  at  1,  5,  and  7  o'dock. 
Omnibas  of  the  Uotd  to  meet  all  Tiaios. 
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P   A    U. 

■  0> 


■9 
ESTABLTSEIED  127  1852* 

MUSGRAVE  CLAT  ft  CO.,  late  WM.  TAYLOR  ft  CO., 

19,    HUE    LATAPIE. 
Agent  to  an  tlM  LondMi  Bankers.    London  Agents,  The  Union  Bank  of  London. 


P    A    U. 


AVENUE  GRAND  HOTEL. 

ON  the  FIRST  of  SEPTEMBER,  1865,  Opening  of  the 
Grand  Hotel.     I^irge  and  Small  Apartments.      140  Bed  Uooms;    14 
Lai-ge  i^aloons ;  12  Small  Saloons ;  12  Dining  Rooms. 

Siootbem  aspect,  fiuang  the  magnificent  penoi-Mia  of  the  Pyvenees.    Stricteet 
attention  to  oomfoit.     Neai'  the  English  and  Scotch  Churches. 

FuiUTi8HEi>— VILLA  MON  PAYS,  opposite  the  Chiteaa  Henri  IV. 


LUGANO,   SWITZERLAND. 


DtJ  PARC. 

Krit  V.Y  A.  BEHA. 

THIS  fitst-claas  HOTEL  oontains  150  Sleeping-Sooms  and 
StUoons,  oil  plcgantly  fumi^ed ;  **  Snlods  de  reunion  ;  i>n  Englisli  chapel ;  nmt 
one  of  the  most  heautiful  Gardwis  in  tlie  country.  The  Hotel  is  rei-y  agroeahijT 
situated  for  the  two  seaaons.  During  the  winter  the  Hall  antl  landings  are  warmed. 
Great  impiovements  hare  heen  made  since  last  yertr,  by  the  addition  of  new  Public 
Rooms,  and  numerous  Apartments  for  Familic,  with  every  comfoit  desirable. 


BADEN-BADEN. 
VICTOIII.A.     HOTEL. 

Proprietor,  Mr.  PBAN Z  OE08H0LZ. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  finest  built  and  befit  fomiehed  First-lass 
Hotels,  STtunted  on  the  new  Proirfenade,  near  the  Kui-snal  and  Theatre ;  it 
commands  the  most  charming  riews  in  Daden.     It  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
Hotels  in  Geimany.    The  Table  and  Wines  are  excellent,  with  prompt  attendance 
>d  gi'eat  civility.     PriceB  very  moderate.    English  -and  other  Joarnals. 
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FOBTRUSH, 

THIS  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated,  having  an  uninterrupted 
view  of  th«  Atlaxtio  Ockak,  the  GrANT's  Causewat,  the  Skerbies,  and  Lough  Fovle. 

It  contains  upwards  of  100  Apartments^ 

Prtncfpally  facing  tbe  Sea. 

A    NOBLE   COFFEE-ROOM, 

with  Drawlng-Boom  attached,  equally  available  for  Ladles  and  QeDtlemen. 

Table  d'Hote  daily  during  the  Season. 

Cnifliiie  and  Wines  Flrat-Class.  Tenoi  moderate.  French  spoken. 

Billiard  ami  SaMkteg  Wtmmm»» 

THE   SEA   BATHS, 

Kdcently  rebuilt  on  the  Hotel  Grounds,  by  Mr.  Brown,  will  be  found  to  contain  every 
modem  Improvement.  Separate  Apartments  for  Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  Hot,  GoM,  Shower, 
and  Douche  Baths.  The  Superintendents  In  each  Department  being  people  of  experience, 
visitors  to  the  Batiis  may  depend  on  every  attention. 

Extensive  Posting  and  Livery  Establishment  In  connection  with  the  Hotel. 
A  Vehicle  to  the  Giant's  Gansaway  and  baek  dally  daring  the  Season. 
Vititcrg  to  the  Bold,  are  respeetfutty  rtqunted  to  ht  farticuUir  in  inquiring  /or  the  ANTRIM 
ARMS  HOTEL  Ovmibus.    U  otUnd*  oU  Stamen  and  2Va»n«,  /or  the  aonveyanoe  o/ 
PoMengers  to  the  Sotd/rte. 

J.  BROWN,  Proprietor. 

Fcrtrwh  ii  the  nearest  Railway  Station  to  the  Oiant'i  CauKuxty, 


MR  TENNANT,  GEOLOGIST,  149,  STRAND,  LONDON, 
W.C,  gives  Pftkctical  Instruction  in  Mineralogy  atid  Geology.    He  can  also  supply 
Elementary  Oollectlons  of  Minerals,  Rocbt,  and  Fossils,  on  tbe  following  terms:— 

100  Small  Specimens,  in  cabinet,  with  three  tmys it's    2    0 

«200  Specimens,  larger,  in  cabinet,  with  five  trays 5    6    0 

300  Specimens,  laiger,  hi  cabinet,  with  eight  drawers 10  10    0 

400  ^tedmens,  larger,  in  cabinet,  with  twelve  drawers    ....      21    0    0 
More  extensive  Collections,  to  lllustmce  Geology,  at  50  to  100  Guineas  each*  with  ereiy 
requisite  to  assist  those  oommenclng  the  stndy  of  this  Interesting  science,  a  knowledge  of 
wllida  aflbrds  so  mnch  pleasure  to  the  traveller  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

*  A  Collection  for  Kive  Guineas  which  will  lUnstrate  the  recent  works  on  Geology  by 
Ansted,  Juices,  Murchlson,  Phillips,  and  especially  the  new  edition  of  Lyell's  '  Elements^' 
contains  200  Specimens,  in  a  cabinet,  with  five  trays,  comprising  tlie  following,  viz. : — 

MuTBBAU  which  are  either  ifae  components  of  Roclcs.  or  occasionally  imbedded  in  them  :— 
Qnartx,  Agate,  Chalcedony,  Jasper,  Garnet,  Zeolite,  Hornblende,  Aufrtte,  Asbestos,  Felspar, 
Mica,  Talc,  Tourmaline,  Calcareous  Spar,  Fluor,  Selenite,  Baiyta,  Strontia,  Salt*  Cryolite, 
Sulphnr,  Plumbago^  Bitumen,  Jet,  ftc. 

NaTivr  Mrtals  or  MerALLiFBBors  Minerals:  these  are  found  in  masses,  in  beds,  or  in 

veins,  and  occasionally  in  the  beds  uf  rivers.    Specimens  of  the  following  are  contained  in 

the  Cabinet:— Iron.  Manganese,  Lead,  Tin,  Zinc.  Copper,  Antimony,  Stiver,  Gold.  Plaiina,  &c. 

Rocks  :— Granite,   Gneiss,   Mica-slate,    l\>rphyry,   Serpentine,  Sandstones,   Limestones, 

Lavas,  Ac. 

Paurozoic  FO0BIU,  from  the  Lhnidcilo.  Wenlock,  Lndlow,  De?odlan,  and  Carbonlfeions 
Rocks. 
Srooxdary  PoesiLB,  from  the  Trias,  Lias,  Oolite,  Weslden,  and  Cretaceous  Groups. 
Tkmxubt  FDesiLS,  from  tbe  Woolwich,  Barton,and  Brackleobam  Beds,  London  Clay,  Crag;  &c. 
In  the  more  expensive  Collections  some  of  the  Specimens  are  nre,  and  all  more  select.   < 

EXTENSIVE  COLLECTIOH  of  XIHEBALS  and  T08SIL8  tor  SALE. 

The  Oollcction,  consisting  of  30u0  Specimens,  Is  in  two  cabinets,  each  containing  Ibrty-fivo 
drawers,  with  a  glass  cose  on  tbe  top  for  large  specimens,  price  2000  guineas.  This  collec- 
tion is  well  adapted  for  any  public  Institution,  or  persons  engaged  in  lYactlcal  Geology, 
many  of  the  apecimene  being  tery  Instmctlve. 
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The  Volga  Steam  Navigation  Compa&y. 

SnTABLOBBD  IMS. 
■»■ 

'THE  feat  STEAMEES,    'Czar/    'Czaritza,'   ^Caarevitch,' 

J.     'Knyaz,*  and  'Knalilnya,'  will  malntAlD.  during  the  preaenX  Booaaa,  the  Qtaal 
regular  oommunication 

BETWEEN  Hinrr  AXS  ABTEACKAK, 

iMotn^  KUNY— Sondaya  and 'nraradays at .    « I'o  p.h. 

„  Mondays  and  Fridays  at lo'o  am. 

KASAN—TnesdaTa  and  Saturdays  at zi'O     ». 

SARATOFF— Tbnnda^indMondayaat jjop.m. 

JfTiviny  at  ASTRACUAN— SatonUys  «nd  WednMdays  about  j*o     . 

leoecn^  ASTRAGHAN«-Tue8day8  and  Satunlaya  al     ....  i'o   Ajr. 

8ARAT0PF— Fridaya  and  Tueadaya  at io*o     „ 

KASAN— Mondays  and  Pridajra  at 9*o     d 

„         MoQdaya  and  Tuaaday*  at »  il*e 

JrKvMV  atNUNY  on  Safcanbor  aftemooD  and  ertoiBS. 

PMBoigera  may  embark  and  land  at  aH  Intermediate  statfona  between  NUny  Aod  Ajtrachan 
—a  diatanoe  of  2165  verstB,  or  circa  1500  miles. 

VEVAY  (Switzerland). 

H  ^  T  E  L      M  O  IV IV  E  T, 

ZH'f  des  S  Cbtirofinef. 
Xeairg.  BGHOTT  ft  CO.,  Proprietor!,  and  Suooaigoti  to  Ifr.  iCoimit 

THIS  Large  and  First-class  Establishment,  situated  close  to 
the  Lake,  afforda  aupa  ior  acoommodation  for  Familiaa  and  G«itleB;en«  It  is 
tgUoBirelj  patronised  for  its  oomfbrt  and  cletnlinew.  Pnnsons  reimrfniBg  some 
time  will  And  this  a  most  desirable  Residence ;  and  from  October  15  to  June  1  they 
can  lire  hei^  moderately  m  pmnon.  Reading-room  well  supplied  with  papora. 
All  laognagei  apokea.  Salon  for  oonFexsation  imd  mnaic.  BUUiunl  and  Smosiiig 
Booma. 


BALE. 


HOTEL   DES    TROIS    R0I6. 

PROPRIETOB,  Mr.  WALD, 

THIS  ancient  and  justly-renowned  first-class  Establishment 
is  situated  on  the  Rhine,  and  commands  an  extensive  view  of  tbe  Jura,  the 
Beach  Forest,  and  the  Vwf^  so  that  the  eye  may  with  one  jflanffi  take  a  peep  into 
Swltserland,  Germany,  and  Fmnce.  The  Hmiw  is  comfortable  in  erery  respect. 
Reading  and  Smoking  Rooms  newly  an-anged.  Warm  Batlu.  Mr.  Wald  does  all 
hi  hia  power  to  render  the  sojourn  at  hia  house  aa  ploaaant  as  posoiUe.  TIm 
^nibuses  of  tbe  Hotd  are  always  in  attendaooe  at  the  Railway  Stations. 
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BRUSSELS. 


M<6»    ■       11 


HOTEL  DE  BELLE  YUE. 

Proprietor,  Mr.  JBDWABD  DREMEL. 


'PHIS  magnificent  Hotel,  in  oiOfering  to  the  Visitor  every 
kind  of  comfort  and  aooommodation,  haa  the  great  advantage  of 
being  situated  adjoiniiig 

THE  PALACE  OF  THE  KINQ> 

andfadng 
THE  PLACE  nOYALE  AKB  THE  PARE. 

It  contains  numerous  large  and  small  Apartments,  as  well  as  single 
Booms. 

Table  d^Hote^  richly  served.     Choice  Wines, 

SMOXZH0  I^OQM. 

mtAllIlfO  BOOOIf  witk  the  best  Belfftaaif  |Eiisll«li«  Vrenfekf 

TerraMii  with  Splendid  View,  ovrtooking  thB  Park. 

▲BBAS0BMBNT6  ICADB  P<»B  XBX  WIKTEB. 


Mr.  Db£Mel,  tho  new  Proprietor  of  this  Hotel,  hopes  to  justify  the 
confidence  placed  in  him,  by  a  carefully  ari-ang^d  system  of  prompt  and 
dvil  attendance,  combined  with  moderate  charges. 
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OFFICIAL 

By  GEOKGE  S.  MEASOM. 


1.  London  and  Sontb- Western,  North  and  South  Devon,  Corn- 

WALL,  and  WEST  CORNWALL  RAILWAYS.    Two  Rnndred  tnd  ElgfatyEQ- 
graviogs.    592  pages  LetteipreM.    BeautlAil  Map. 


2.  The  Isle  of  Wight— Its  Geology,  Climate,  AntiqnitieB,  ftc. 

ftc.    One  Hundred  EngravlOgB.    190  P«8«  Letterpreaa.    With  Map. 


8.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  with  a  beautiful 
Steel  Frontispiece,  and  Two  Maps,  Ss.  6d. 


1.  Great  Western  Railway  and  its  Branches.    Five  Hundred 

Engravlagh    109d  psflce  of  LetterpreaB.  .. 

ova  MOUbOrCk  [OiU^jirM. 

2.  Bristol  and  Exeter,  North  and  South  Devon,  Cornwall,  and 

SOUTH   WALES  RAILWAYS.     Three  Handled  EngraTinga.     600  pages  of 
Letterpress. 


3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  1592  pages,  3s.  6d. 


1.  North-Westem  Railway  and  its  Branches.    Three  Hundred 

and  sixty  Engravings.     OVB  SBZUUSO.  lOutqfprinL 

2.  Lancaster  and  Carlisle,  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  Cale- 

DONLIN  RAILWAYS    One  Hnndred  and  Fifty  Engravings. 

oars  sBt&uivo. 

3.  The  above  two  works  bound  togethert  1580  pages,  with 

splendid  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  Ss.  6d. 


1.  Great  Northern ;  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire ; 

■nd  MIDLAND  RA1LWAY&   300  &igravfa«i.    7M  !><««>  Lettecpms. 

on  sbhazwo. 


2.  North-Eastem ;  North  British;  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow; 

SOOTTISH  CENTRAL;  EDINBURGH,  PERTH*  and  DUNDEE;  SOOITISU 
NORTH-EASTERN;  and  GREAT  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND  RAILWAYS. 
200  Engravings.    6S8  pages  of  Letterpress. 

ova  BBixAxack 

3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  1482  pages,  and 

magnificent  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  3s.  6d« 
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OFFICIAL  ILLUSTRATED  RAILWAY  QUID£-BOOKS-.coNMit<«r. 


"THE  SISTER   KINGDOM." 

1.  Midland,  Great  Western,  and  Dublin  and  Drogheda  Bail- 

WAY9  OF  IRELAKD.    000  P>g«B.    two  Huntfird  and  Fihy  EngnTtngs^    Maps. 


2.  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  of  Ireland.  600  pages. 

Two  Handled  and  Flft j  EngravingL    Maps. 


3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  1200  pages,  500 
Pictures,  Maps,  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  3s.  6d. 


1.  The   South -Eastern   Bailway  and  its   Branches.     Two 

Unndred  EngrftTingB.    014  pa^Bi  Letterpress,  and  taanttM  Hap. 


2.  Northern  of  France,  with  Six  Bays  in  Paris.    One  Hundred 

Engmflngs,  and  aptendid  Hsp. 

OVB  SBZZiZiZVO. 

3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  082  pages,  with 

Steel  Plate  Frontispiece  and  two  magnificent  Maps,  price 
3s.  6d. 


— X. 


1.  Great  Eastern  Bailway  —  Cambridge  Line.      600  pages. 

Three  Hundred  Engi^Tingn.    Two  beaatifol  Maps. 

2.  Great  Eastern  Bailwav  — Colchester  Line.     600  pages. 

Three  Hnndred  EograyingB.    Two  beantifnl  Mapa. 

ova  KBSL&nra  awh  sizviarca. 


3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  1200  pages,  600 
Pictures,  Maps,  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  3s.  6d. 


MESSRS.  C.  GRIFFIN  &  CO.,  Stationm'  Hall  Court,  Paternoster  Row. 


\*  Mr.  GEORGE  S.  MEASOM  wUl  feel  obliged  for  any  local  information  of  pnbllo  general 
interest,  lor  embodiment  in  ftiture  editions  of  tbe  abote  vorltf. 

Festal  Jddress,  St.  Matrgtnei,  Twickenham,  3.  TP. 
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PU>RENCE. 

BRIZZI    AND    NICCOLAI'S 
]^iisioal  £Sista.l3lisliiiie]it. 

PIANOFORTES,  oFthFbBST  IOlKSRS, 

FOR  SALE  AND  OS  HIRE. 

GENERAL   DEPOT  FOR  WIND-INSTRUMENTS, 
Ztallaa  and  Vorelf  n  Miuio. 

muMl  lAmdi^  LArary. 

PIAZZA  _MADONNA^_  J     BRANTH_HOUSE^(MuMc  DbpOi), 


PALAZZO  ALDQBBANDIKL         I  1^  TIA  diOtBlirrANL 


ZUR^H. 

HOTEL   BELLEVUE   AU   LAC- 

Proprietor:  C,  aUTEB. 

2]HIS  splendid  and  admirably  conducted  establishment,  situ* 

ated  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake.  <K>nimand«,  bj  Its  nnsnrpaased  position,  the  Iwit  view  of 
the  Lake,  Alps,  and  Qladen,  and  offRrs,  by  its  superior  internal  arrangements,  the  comforts 
of  Private  Apartai9nts  and  Public  Parlooci,  wiUi  careful,  dvll,  and  guiei  attendanta^-aU 
diBilakble  attfaafcftxia  to  tntvaUets  as  a  plaos  of  fasUaiMa  or  of  temporary  scjanm. 

Ptntion  at  reduced  prieet,  and  arrangementt  rMAtfwfam/Oiafftm  OMbtt  la  ^taly. 
If«tl6e. — 195  Aparfmeats  fbclAg  the  Ijak«. 

h6TEL  lyiTALIE. 

Madame  F.  TEA,  Proprietress. 

Via  del  Campo,  No.  10. 
T^BIS  Hotel,  ftnnerly  the  Baqoo  Palace^,  is  one  of  the 

cleanest,  best  situated,  and  most  comfortable  in  Italy.  It  has 
been  fitted  np  with  the  greatest  care,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  every  possible  convenience  and  luxury. 

The  front  windows  command  a  spkndid  view  of  the  Harbour 
and  City. 

English,  French,  and  German  spoken. 

Table-d'hdte  at  4  francs,  and  all  other  charges  strictly  moderate. 

The  Hotel  Omnibus  attends  the  arrival  of  every  l*rain. 
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LUCHON  (BAQNtRES  DE),  PYRENEES. 

Grand  Hdtel  Bonne-Maison  et  de  LondreSi 

Mr.  VIDAL,  Jun.,  Proprietor. 

Situated  opposite  the  Thermal  Establishment  or  Bath-rooms.  This  favourite  and 
first-rate  Hotel  affords  eztensiye  aecomraodatioo  of  the  best  description  for  a  large 
number  of  visitors.  It  is  delightfully  situated,  and  will  be  found  most  comfortable 
for  Families  or  Gentlemen. 


BRUSSELS, 

THE  GBAND  HdTEL  DE  SAXE,  Rue  Neuve,  77  and  79, 
to  admirably  situated,  nsar  (be  Boalevards,  Theatre,  and  RaUway  Statlooa  Fixed 
prices :— Breaklkst.  lif. ;  Tablenl'hftte  at  •  o'oloek.  8f. )  Slttiog^Tooms,  Sf.  to  lOf. ;  Bedrooms 
lit  to  3t  EzcelleDt  wines  aiid  good  attendance.  I'be  English  fom-'horse  mall-coach  starts 
Itom  this  Hotel  fur  Waterloo  every  morning  at  half'pest  nine. ^ 

XXRYAHDi  Proprietor. 

MILAN. 


HOTEL  GRANDE  BRETAGNA, 

YUTOBUrO. 

Near  the  Cathedral,  in  the  centre  of  the  dty. 

This  old-established  Hotel,  much  improved  of  late,  is  clean,  comfortable,  and 
with  moderate  charges,  close  to  the  English  Church.  Newspapers  (*  The  Times ' 
and  *  Galignani ')»  Table-d'hdte,  and  Baths.    English  spoken. 

N.B. — The  Omnibns  of  the  Hotel  is  always  in  attendance  at  the  Kail  way  Station. 

■I  ■  ■    -■  ■  ■-- .    .  ■  ■  -    .i .       - 

MILAN. 


HOTELST.     MARO, 
ft,  BUB   BEIj  PBSCB. 

KEPT  BY  ALEX.  BAZZI  AND  SONS  (JOSEPH  AND  JEAN). 

THIS  Hotel  is  situated  dose  by  the  Post,  the  Cathedral,  the 
Theatre^  and  Royal  Palace,  and  offers  every  aooommodation  and  comfort  for  ringlo 
travellers  and  famliic&  Wge  and  small  Apartments  and  aiitgle  BedHroom&  Table-d'U6te 
Privat«  I^inncrs  and  a  la  CarU,  at  moiierate  prices.  Kcading-nx>m  supplied  with  Italian 
Ebgliah,  French,  and  German  newspapers.  Arran^KAinent  for  families  can  be  made.  French, 
Englifih,  and  German  spolcen.  Omnums  at  the  Railway  8t4tlon  belonging  to  the  Hotel. 
Pension  in  Winter. 

•  *- -^ — ,_^-p.      .    _  ■   -■  -      »       ^. — 1 —     -    _ 

VIENNA. 

HOTEL   MUNSCH. 

THIS  Hotel  i.s  a  large  splendid  building,  a  first-rato  Establishment,  very 
niMh  frMitMtiled  ty  SntdUi  tn^lkm.  «lt«MUeil  m  the  N«w  Market.  okM  to  thcr  ImperM  MiMse  mA 
the  Theatroi ;  cwutniui  nmuy  dtUuf^-ruunu,  lRtv<^  niid  smaU  UNU-tinonta,  and  batb-roi>ins,  and  is  farnialu^l  ii) 
a  most  oloitATit  mmI  mmrortiiblB  irtylc  'The  Tiinm'  aiMl  '  (HiHfpiatli'n  )to«innf>«r'  ato  tnknt  in,  IxmMm  (Im 
hMt  French  mtd  Oorrnan  ncmpApin.  The  Dlninff-raoni  is  Uio  moM  wuuiiuiu  and  luuulMiQO  iu  Vieniia 
Eicellpnt  euioine.   Dlnucra  h  la  tartt  at  any  honr.    fii^M  BpoktQ  br  all  ttw  semntL 


62  HCrRRAT'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.  May, 

GENOA. 

EOTXIi  DE  FBANGE, 
KEPT   BY   ISOTTA   BBOTHEBS. 

LARGE  and  small  Apartments,  Tablo-d'li6te»  Private  Dinners 
at  a  fixed  price,  or  &  to  QMrte.    Reading  and  ConTersatlon  Rooms.    Baths.    Onmlbas 
for  all  the  trains. 


GENOA. 

h6tei.  national,o 
kept  by  isotta  bbothers. 

SUITES  of  Apartments  and  Single  Rooms,  Table-d'h6te,  Pri- 
vate Dinners  at  a  fixed  price,  or  a  la  Cfarte,  fiatha  AdTsntagoons  tenns  tar  a  long  staj. 
Same  House  at  Naples^  HOtel  de  Genive,  Place  Hedina. 

HEIDELBERG. 


PSN8IOK   AND    HOTEL   DE    BUSSIE. 

PB0PBU5T0B— WILH.  WETTSTEIN. 
Ileanntly  dtoated  on  the  Anlage  (Pablk  Fnmmuidd}. 

IT  oontains  lai^e  and  snialV  Apartments  of  all  descriptions 
for  families  and  single  gentlemen.  A  beautiful  gai'den.  All  sorts  of  Batlis 
attached  to  the  house.  £uglish  papers.  Piano.  Boai^  and  Lodging,  4,  5,  aud 
6  francs  a  day. 

HEIDELBERG. 

PRINCE  CHARLES  HOTEL. 

(In  the  Market  Place,  nearest  to  the  Castle.) 

WITH  THE  BEST  VIEW  OF  THE  RUINS. 

THIS  first-class  Family  Hotel,  patronised  by  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Prince  and  FriacMS  of  Wales,  and  Priooe  Alfrml,  is  without  question 
the  largest  and  best  situated  Establishtnent  in  the  town  for  families  and  indivldnals  who  visit 
the  celebrated  Castle,  or  making  a  longer  stay,  being  near  all  the  attractive  point*,  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  Oastlsu  It  contains  large  and  small  apartments  of  all  descriptions;  its  rooms  are 
light,  airy,  cheerfiii;  and  truly  oomrortable ;  and  the  Hotel  Is  condnctefl  on  the  most  liberal 
acale  under  ths  personal  superintendence  of  the  Itoprletor,  Mr.  C  H.  SOMMKK.  Superior 
Table-dliOte  at  1  p.h.  and  5  r.H.  Warm  Baths  In  the  Hotel  Readtng-rootn  snppHpd  with 
London  '  Times '  and '  Galignani's  Messenger.'  Two  Dining-rooms  (in  one  of  them  no  smoking 
allowed).    Frobh  trout  in  the  pond.    Prices  moderate.    liUgliah  spdcen. 


HEIDELBERG. 

HOTEL   DE   TEVROPEs 

A  MAGNIFICENT  first-class  Hotel,  close  to  the  Railway 
Station,  provided  with  every  English  comfoi-t,  and  surrounded  bjr  private 
and  public  gardens.  The  Proprietor,  XS.  ESFZU-OUXEB,  formerly  partner  at 
the  Swan  Hotel,  Lucerne,  feels  confidcut  that  the  arrangements  of  this  Hotel  wilt 
secure  the  approval  of  all  who  may  honour  him  with  their  patronage. 
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PARIS. 


HOTEL  DES  DEUI  MONDES 
ET  D'MGLETERRE, 

8,  BUE  D'ANTIN, 

IVoar  the  Tvllerles,  Place  Teit<loiiie»  and  the  Boulerards. 


This  magnifioent  first-class  Hotel,  reoentlj  constracted  and 
elegantly  famished  in  the  newest  and  most  fashionable  style, 
surrounded  by  gardens,  justifies  the  preference  aooorded  to  it 
by  Families  and  Gentlemen  for  the  splendour  and  comfort  of 
its  Apartmentfi,  its  excellent  Cuisine^  and  the  care  and  atten- 
tion shown  to  all  who  honour  the  Hotel  with  their  patronage. 

LASOE  AND  SMALL  APABTMBNTS,  AND  SINGLE 
ROOMS,  AT  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

PRIVATE   RESTAURANT. 

SPLENDID   COFFEE-ROOMS,   SALOONS,   READINO  AND 

SMOKINB  ROOMS. 

I^ETTEBrBOX.  IKTEKPHETERS. 

HORSES,  ELEGANT  CARRIAGES,  OMNIBUSES 

FOR  THE  RAILWAYS. 


VURIUrS  HAKPBOOK  A&VERTISEEL 


Jut  publishsd,  price  e>.,  Imprrisl  Sro., 

SWISS  PICTUEES. 

DRAWN  WITH   PEN  AND  PENCIL. 

With  more  tbau  One  Himdred  lUngtrations 

Bt  Me.  B.  WHTMPEB,  F.R.0.8. 

FTindfFUf'r  bDimd  ia  dotli  boaidi,  |Qt, 


J.  TARN,  ne,  PATERNOSTER  ROW,  amb  1M,  HCCADILLT. 
Sold  bg  an  BookteBers. 

HOW   TO    KEEP    WELL 

1i  tbP  finblFin  vfalch  all  of  ni  must  nlve  bii»  bow  or  uotlifT ;  and  If  dfiHn  wJll  ttittk 
UA  da  wbM  w«  can  ta  pnvant  It  bj  Kcurfng  pnre  air,  nol  food,  iic^  «ar  ODlJ  cbaDce  4>f 
bavliiK  good  hfallh  mut  dapf Dd  upon  a  aare  nnwUT.  lilan — vhU  nrudy  ?  Tba  aaifm 
voloiortliepiibilcrarinaiirypan  bai  n^Urd  PARR-S  UFK  PiLlA  "blch  no  diMae  bag 

Ibc  KldncTi.'tba  Bomla,  end  tbe  SUn,  Th«;  prgmau  appaUl^  aid  dlgwlaD,' puiVr  Ibi' 
Mood,  and  MMgi  tba  lovoli  ncutir. 

May  i»  had  of  any  CbvmiBt. 
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RECONNOITERER"  CLASS 


THIS  WIDELY  RENOWNED 

"TOURIST'S    FAVOURITE" 

Distinctly  shoios  8maU  WindtntB  10  Miles  off.  Landscape  at  30  3f/7e«, 
Venus  in  Crescent,  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  Jupiter's  Satellites,  dc 


-'>■>_  -•«.-« 


MABQun  OF  CARKABrBKM :  "  Th«  ReooTinoiterer  Is  very  good." 

Eabl  of  CATTHNEaB :  "  It  Is  a  beautiful  Glaas." 

£abl  of  Brradalaanb  :  '*  I  find  it  all  you  say,  and  wonderfully  powerful  for  so  very  small 

a  GlasB." 
Ix)»D  Oart AOH :  ••  It  is  remarkably  good." 
Rkv.  Lord  Scassdalb  *' approves  of  it." 
J^RD  GiFFORD :  "  A  most  useful  Glass." 
Sir  I>igbt  Cayi.bt  :  "  It  gives  me  complete  satisfiiction,  and  Is  wonderfully  good." 

Sir  W.  H.  Firlden:  **  For  ita  sixe^  I  do  not  consider  it  can  be  surpassed.  It  gives  great 
satisTaction." 

Major  Starxxt,  of  Wrenbary :  "  Qnlte  as  powerfbl  as  that  for  which  I  izave  5{.  5<." 

Capt.  Sekdrt,  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield :  "  I  have  found  it  effective  at  the 
lOOO-yards  range." 

F-  R.  Fawkrs,  of  Famley.  Esq. :  "  I  never  before,  although  I  have  tried  many,  met  a  Glass 
combining  so  much  power,  for  its  size,  with  so  much  clearness." 

Our  "  Archrry  Cobrf^posdknt  ''  (Queen)  says  that  "  ths  portability  of  the  Reconnoitorer 
Glass  Is  not  its  least  recommend:) tion ;  while  its  adaptability  to  uses  in  which  protracted 
and  minute  observation  of  arrows  entering  various  ranges  at  rliffcrcnt  distances  is  sl)s<i. 
lutely  necessary,  as  In  archery  matches,  renders  the  Reconnoiterer  one  of  the  best  aids*  to 
visual  power  ev^r  placed  at  the  command  of  tozophilites."— ^ueen. 

"  The  eooDoray  of  price  is  not  procured  at  the  cost  of  efficiency.  We  have  carefully  tried  the 
instrument  at  an  800-yard  rifle  range,  against  all  the  glasses  possessed  by  the  meinberrt 
of  the  corps,  and  found  it  fully  equal  to  any  of  thoae  present,  although  they  had  cost 
more  than  four  times  its  price."— 7  Ae  iHeld. 

"What  Tourist  will  now  start  without  such  an  Indispensable  companion?" — Xotis  and 
Queries. 

The  celebrate  **  HYTHE"  Glass  shoirs  RiiVet  .Varies  at  1200  TaVds,  and  Jlen  at  3 J  Mlet. 

J'rice  3I«.  t><i. 

•»*  Tl)ese  Glasses  form  the  very  best  T«»urlRts'  Companions  that  can  possibly  be  sokcted,  and 
accordingly  the  nnnilicr  annually  sold  for  the  puri>ose  is  cnonnous. 


All  the  above,  respectively  bearing  the  Registered  Trade-marks,  "Rsct>:cNorrERER" 
and  "  HxTUE."  are  only  to  be  had  direct  from,  and  by  loritteti  oppiicaium  to, 

SALOM  &  CO.,  98,  Prince's-street,  Edinburgh,  and 
137,  Regent-street,  London,  W. 


A  few  hours  suffice  to  carry  a  "  Reconvoiterer  "  to  almoH  the  remct^ft  Vt^l  Town  in 
the  Kingdom.    Jiott posititxly,  no  Agents  (/  any  kind  anywhere, 

P 
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PRIZE    MEDALS: 
Iiondon,  1851  and  1862;  New  Tork,  Paris,  and  BabUn. 

PRY'S  CHOCOLATE, 

FOR  BATING  AND  FOR  THE  TABLE, 

is  very  pure,  dolidous,  and  Mistaininp,  and  is  thns  PKCUTJART.Y  ADAITEO  FOR  TRA- 
VELLERS, TOURISTS,  AND  OrHKRS,  who  require  light  and  nutritiuiu 
refreshment  in  a  portable  and  convenient  form. 

PRY'S  CHOCOLATE  CREAMS 

are  an  exceedingly  delicious  sweetmeat. 

FRY'S  CHOCOLATES  are  sold  in  fancy  boxes,  very  tuitable  for  Presents  and  oonYenient 

for  i'ouiists. 

FETS  HOMEOPATHIC  COCOA 

is  distinguished  by  its  purity,  delicacy  of  flavour,  and  nutritlonB  properties. 

FRY'S  Soluble  Chocolate,  eecured  in  tin-foil  packets,  is  well 

adapted  for  Travellers. 

J.  S.  PRY  AND  SONS,  BRISTOL  AND  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  to  the  Queen  and  Prince  of  Wales. 


NEW   ILLUSTRATED   BOOK  ON   SPAIN. 

TRAVELLINa   IN    SPAIN 

Df  THE  PEESENT  DAT. 

By  henry  BLACKBURN. 

Being  an  AccounC  of  the  Journey  of  a  Party  of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  lately  vi&ited  its 

principal  Gties. 

With  numerous  ILLUSTRATIONS^  from  Photographs  and  Drawings  ftwrn  life,  by 

JOHN  PHILLIP,  R.A.,  E.  LUNDGREN,  WALTER  SEVERN, 

and  the  Author. 

Also  an  APPENDIX  of  ROUTES,  FARES,  &c.;  the  EXPENSES  of  the  Journey,  and  a 

new  Map  of  Spain. 


London :  SAMPSON  LQW,  SON,  &  MARSTON, 
Milton  House,  Ludgatc  Hill. 

Demy  8vo.,  16$. 
Ut  May,  1866. 
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AU  BON  MARCHE, 


AKD 


,   20,  22,  24 

(FAUBOURG  ST.  GJBEMAIN), 


PAEIS. 


EXTENSIVE   WAREHOUSES 


FOB 


AKD 


Fl 


I  Iff  lyi 


i 


iL 


3 


Acknowledged  the  most  worthy  of  the  Sign  of-  the  Ilouse, 
by  the  quality  and  reed  Bon  Marche  of  every 

article  sold. 


The  system  of  Selling  everything  Cheap,  the  Quality  of  which  may 
be  entirely  relied  on,  is  absolute  in  this  Establishment,  and  one  which 
ensures  the  continuation  of  a  success  hitherto  without  precedent. 


N.B, — Should  Customers  purchase  Goods  and  he  dissatiitficd  with  tht-m 
afterwards,  the  same  wiU  be  exchanged,  or  retaken  if  cicgirci/. 
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GENEVA. 
No.  2,  PLACE  DBS  BERGUES. 

GEO.  BAKER, 

ENGLISH    CHEMIST   &    DRUGGIST. 


PRESCRIPTIONS  CAREFULLY  PREPARED.    ALL  KINDS  OF  PATENT 

MEDICINES  AND  PERFUMERY. 

Homodopatliio  FreparationB.    Soda  and  Saratoga  Water. 


Owing  to  the  facilities  accorded  by  the  *  Posies  FMhales^  Medicines 
and  Preparations  of  all  kinds  are  forwarded  with  the  greatest  despatch 
and  safety  to  all  parts  of  Switzerland  and  the  Continent. 


GENEVA. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  METROPOLE, 

CONDUCTED  BY  MR.  WILLIAM  WOLBOLD. 


This  large  and  excellent  Establishment,  situated  in  the  most  favour- 
able quarter  of  the  town,  opposite  the  Enjslish  Garden,  and  near  all  the 
principle  edifices,  enjoys  the  finest  view  of  the  Lake,  in  its  full  extent, 
and  contains  '200  most  elegantly  furnished  Bed  and  Sitting-rooms  in 
every  variety. 

A  beautiful  Reading-room,  where  all  the  chief  English,  American, 
French,  and  German  Newsi)aper8  are  to  l^  found,  with  a  spacious  Coffee 
and  Smokincj-room  ;  in  short,  every  comfort  travellers  may  expect  from 
a  first-rate  Hotel,  is  at  their  disposition. 

'J'he  House,  by  its  good  ventilation,  is  exceedingly  cool  in  summer, 
and  in  winter  is  well  heated  by  lar^re  stoves. 

Cbni-gt's  very  moderate,  and  Peusion  during  the  winter. 

'J'able-d*h6te  three  times  .a  day,  at  4  fcs.  each  i)erson,  at  1,  5,  and 
7  o'chxik. 

Omnibuses  belonging  to  the  Hotel  to  and  from  the  Station  for  every 
train. 

X'rivate  Carriages  and  Cabs  always  ready. 
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^.B.—The  NEW  STATION  at  CHAR/NO  CM03S,  WSST-END,  is  NOW  OPEN  Jar 
Tb-afflCt  and  tKe  Continental  Mail  Traint  and  Tidal  Train*  run  to  and  from  that 
Station^  oaUing  at  London  Bridge  each  way,  and  Uie  new  Station  at  Cannon  Street 
will  nhurtly  be  completed,  , 

LONDON  AND  PAEIS 

nr  10  HOTTRS, 

By  tlie  Accderated  Special  Expreu  Daily  Direct  Tidai  Service^ 
VUl  FOLKESTONE  and  fiOULOGNEL 

THE  CHEAPEST,  QUICKEST,  AND  SHORTEST  ROUTE. 
A  Through  Night  Service  between  London  and  Paris, . 

VIA  FOLKESTONE  ud  BODLOQNE. 
Ar  ffo/ura  of  Departure  (u)hick  are  variable),  qf  both  the  above  Servicea,  $ee  Tinu  Book  and  Bills. 

Also  by  the  Mail  Trains  and  Packets  via  Dover  and  Calais 

in  10^  Hours. 

sxx  TBSovoB  sa&vzcas  sazi^t  by-  TBB  BBOKT  8Ba 

ABS   VUkXlM    BOVTBS. 

Th«  Moll  Trains  of  this  Company,  eonvejlng  by  special  appointment  the  Oontinental  Mails, 
run  to  and  start  from  the  Uail-Packet  Side  on  the  Admiralty  Pier  at  Dover. 

To  avoid  Inconvenience  from  examination  en  rouie,  PMsengers  should  be  careful  to  order 
the  regbiry  of  their  Baggage  to  Charing  Crou  per  South-Eattem  Railway. 

Bale«  for  Throagh  Tickets. 


LONDON    AND    PARIS    RETURN    TICKETS. 

nRST  CLASS.  SECOND  CLASS. 

By  eitlier  Boulogne  or  CalaSi £4    7    0 £8    7    0 

Third-Clasf  Through  Tiekets  hj  Kight  Service,  20s. 

BELGIUM,  GERMANY,  HOLLAND,  &c.  &c., 

By  the  appointed  Continental  Mail  Traint, 

rouB  sa&vxcBS  bazxiT. 

Leaving  Charihg  Cross  and  London  Bui  doe  at  7*25  a.m.  and  8*30  p.m.  daily, 
vid  Dover  and  Calais,  and  7*25  A.M.  and  8'30  P.M.,  via  Ostend,  every  day  except 
Sunday. • 

THRODGU  TICKETS  ISSUED  AND  BAGGAGE  REGISTERED 

(With  a  free  allowance  of  56  lbs.  each  Passenger). 


THE  FABGELB  EXPSESSE8  convey  Paroeli  to  nearly  all  Continental 
Deetinationi,  at  through  Bates,  as  quickly  as  the  Bails. 

A  Reduced  and  Revised  Scale  of  Through  Ratee  for  Pakkls  and  Mkbcrakdtsb,  of  any 
weight,  between  Lordom  and  Pari^.  A  New  Through  Tariff,  between  London  and  I^aris. 
for  Bullion  and  Value  Parcels ;  also.  Rates  for  Value  Parcels  between  London  and  Belgium! 

niBBCAANDISE   FOBWABBEB    TO   BOV£.OOIVE. 


inE  OVIIILAND  AND  MAIL  BOOTE  TO  RBU,  CHIKA,  /to. 

IX)NDON  BRIDGE  STATION,  ^    -—   ™T»r%x>  AT  r     rt^      «  » 

SKASON,  18M.  C  W.  EBORALIjj  General  Banager. 
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GENEVA. 
GRAND   HdTEL    DE    LA   PAIX. 

The  only  one  ntuated  on  Ihe  Quai  dn  Mont  Blano,  eloee  to  tbe  So^Udi 
Chnroh,  Ballway  Station,  and  Steamboat  Pier. 

ThlA  Hotel  enjoys  a  splendid  view  of  tbe  I^ake  and  Mont  Blanc    It  contains  large  and  sroaQ 
Apartmenttt  with  Balconies,  aad  Bedrooma,  all  furnidlied  wftb  ttie  best  taste  and  latest  style. 

SoMkiftg  Boom,  Beading  and  Convertaiion  Boom. 

Exodlent  Cuitine  and  senrioe,  which  leava  notMng  to  wish  for. 

OmnUnu  qf  Hotd  to  meet  <M  the  Traint, 

WIESBADEN- 
FOUR  SEASONS  HOTEL  AND  BATHS. 

Fropxietor— DS.  ZAIS. 

This  First-class  Establishment,  equal  to  any  on  tbe  Rhine,  is  in  the  best  sitnatlan  in  the 
Great  Sriuare,  opposite  the  Carsaal,  the  Theatre,  the  Promenades,  dosie  to  the  Boiling  Spring 
and  tbe  new  EngU^  ChapeL 

The  Hotel  contains  180  comfortable  Bedrooms,  and  20  Sitting-rooms  with  Balconies,  newly 
furnished  in  the  most  elegant  iityle. 

The  Bathing  Cabinets  have  tlie  best  arrangements  In  the  place,  and  are  supplied  with  Hot, 
Mineral,  and  Ookl  Water. 

TABLE   D*h6tB  at   1   P.M.   AND  5  P.M. 

Large  Siock  of  Hocks  for  Exportation  to  England. 

AMSTERDAM. 

BRACK'S  DOELEN  HOTEL— Situated  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town, 
and  most  oonvenient  for  Visitors  on  {Measure  or  bosinesa.  it  commands  a  cplendid  view 
of  the  Quays,  &c. ;  and,  being  conducted  on  a  liberal  kcuIq,  it  is  putrunined  by  the  highest 
classes  of  stKiety  in  Holland.  It  is  also  much  frequented  by  i^gll^h  Travelleni  for  the  com- 
lort  and  lirKt-rate  acoommudaticm  it  aAmis.  as  well  as  for  the  invariable  civility  shown  to 
visitora.  Cold  and  warm  baths  may  be  lud  at  any  hour.— Carrisges  for  hire.— '1  able  d'UOte 
at  Imlf-past  4,  or  dinner  k  la  carte. 

BALE. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  T^TE  D'OR,  Mb.  H.  Wibdbrkrhb.  Proprietor.— 
This  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  delightfully  situated  Hotels  in  Bale.  All  tbe 
windows,  being  in  front,  command  magnificent  views  ol  the  Rliine:  it  is  also  capable  of 
affording  excellent  aonmimodation  for  Families  and  sinsle  Travellers.  Fnench,  iikigUah.  and 
Cienuau  spolcen.  Omnibus  to  and  from  each  Train.  The  Cuitint  firsl-raie,  and  Wines  of 
Bupexior  quality. 

BERLIN. 
HOTEL    D'ANGLETERRE, 

2,  FLACOB  AH  DEB  BAVACADEXIS,  8. 

SITUATED  IN   THE  FIKE8T  AND  MOST  ELfeOANT  PART  OF   THE  TOWN, 
next  to  the  Royal  Palaces.  JIfuseunu,  and  Theatres. 

Single  travellers  and  large  families  can  be  accommodated  with  entire  suites  of  Apartments, 
cnusi»tinR  uf  splendid  iSaloons,  airy  Bedrooms,  &&,  all  fumishod  and  carpeted  iu  tbe  bi«t 
iuigll»h  style.  Mrstrate  Table  d'Hdte,  Baths,  ISqnipages,  Guides.  Timeg  and  Ualignani'd 
MeoHenger  token  in.    UcsidcBoe  of  Uer  Britisfa  Mijesiy's  Messettg^rs. 

,  B.  SEBSEIIST,  Proprietor. 
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HEIDELBERG. 

HOTEL  ADLEB, 

IX  THE  GRANDE  PLACE;  NEAR  TO  AND  OPPOSITE  THE  CASTLE,  WITH  A 

SPLKNDID  VIEW  OF  IT. 

This  House,  directed  by  th^  Proprietor,  Mr.  LEHR,  hiniBeU;  is  well  known  for  its  comfort  and 

moderate  charges. 


HOMBOURG. 

HOTEL  VICTORLA,  close  to  the  Springa  and  the  Kiirsaal.  is  one  of 
tk>  tlnOBt  uul  bu*t  ftttuited  Uotdib  The  I'roprietur.  H.  OUSTAVE  WSIOAXA.  who  baa  b4«n  for 
nutar  yeva  in  ttnrtxdMM  Hutels  iii  Lutidon,  otten  to  BnglLih  tiaTelleci  a  good  boaie.  wlUi  every  romfurt. 
Kxrellont  Tsble-d'hAte  uvi  good  WltieR,  at  mudormte  chajr|i;e«.  BpooKe  Bath*.  N.U.  —  AH  kiodt  uf  Wloe* 
are  apotUMl  tu  any  part  of  Kngtoiwl.  partlciilarly  his  eioellant  SparlrUng  WIbh  (&ioa  aud  dry,  which  are 
exprmdy  prepared  for  gagiand),  called  Victoria  HparlrHng  Moaelle  and  Bo^ 


CALAIS. 


mm  HOTEL  DESSEIN, 

KNOW>J  FOE  UPWARDS  OF  A  CENTURY  AS  FIRST-RATE. 

BRUSSELS. 

li^CE      Mi^lSrXJF^CTORY. 

The  FMabUshmeiit  of  Mdlle«.  0.  DE  VKRGNIBIS  ET  S(EURS,  succpssors  of  Mr.  VAN- 
DEtlvELEN-BKESSOX,  No.  248  and  1,  Rue  des  Marquis,  dotte  to  the  Cathedral  uf  St. 
Gudile,  Is  very  strongly  recommended. 


GENEVE. 

Hdtel  Beau  Riyage  et  Angleterre. 

Kept  by  Messrs.  MATER  and  KUNZ. 


-/~-  -^  y-  V^.  ' 


TIIS  splendid  Eatablishmeot,  just  cootttructed  on  a  grand  Scale,  has  the  ad\'«u- 
tage  of  being 

THE  HOST  PLEASAKTLY  SITtTATED  HOTEL  IK  GENEVA, 

ON  THE  QUAI  DV  MONT  BLANC, 

Near  the  English  Churnh,  the  Steamboat  Landinj^:,  and  the  Railwny  Station, 
surrounded  by  the  Jardin  des  Alpa  and  delightful  Fromenndes. 

It  contains  130  well- furnished  Bed  and  Sitting  Rooms  in  every  variety,  and  has 
i5  Balconies;  from  its  delightful  Terntces,  and  from  each  Window  of  the  Hotel, 
Mont  Blanc,  the  Lake,  the  new  Bridge,  and  the  Town  can  be  seen  in  their  tiilkst 
extent. 

J7ie  enlarges  are  Moderate j  and  a  reduced  price  for  a  protracted  stay. 

Pension  In  the  Winter  Months. 
Omnibus  to  and  from  tlie  Station  tor  every  Tmin. 

TaBLE-D'HOtE   1,   5,   AND  8  o'clock. 
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GENEVA, 
GRAND    h6tEL    DE    LA   PAIX. 

The  only  one  fitoated  on  Ifae  Himi  du  Mont  Blano,  oloee  to  the  En^liiA 
Chnztdi,  Bejlway  Station,  and  Steamboat  Pier. 

ThU  Hotel  ei^oys  a  splendid  view  of  the  T^ke  and  Mont  Blnnc    It  contains  large  and  small 
Aportmentci  with  Ba.looDie«i,  and  Bedrooma,  all  furniiilied  witb  the  beet  taste  and  latest  style. 

Smokimg  Boom,  Heading  and  Conversation  Room. 

Ebcoellent  Cuitine  and  serrioe,  which  leares  notfalDg  to  wiah  for. 

Omnibui  vf  Hotd  to  meet  oU  tike  Trains. 

WIESBADEN- 
FOUR  SEASONS  HOTEL  AND  BATHS. 

Proprietor^BS.  ZAIS. 

This  First-class  Establishment,  equal  to  aoy  on  the  Rhine,  is  in  the  best  sitnatfon  in  the 
Grpat  Square,  opposite  the  Cursaal,  the  Theatre,  tlie  Promenades,  dose  to  the  Boiling  ^ring 
and  the  new  Hnglitih  ChapeL 

The  Hotel  contains  ifio  comfortable  Bedrooms,  snd  20  Sitting-rooms  with  Balcooies,  newly 
famishi'd  in  the  most  elegant  «t)rle. 

The  Biithing  Cabinets  have  the  best  arrangements  In  the  place,  and  are  supplied  with  Hot, 
Mineral,  and  Gold  Water. 

TABLE   D'h6tE   AT   1   P.M.   AND  5  P.M. 

Large  Stock  of  Hocks  for  Exportation  to  England, 

AMSTERDAM. 

BRACK'S  DOELEN  HOTEL— Situated  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town, 
and  most  convenient  for  Visitors  on  pleasure  or  business.  Jt  commands  a  ^lendid  view 
of  the  Quays,  &c. ;  and,  being  conducted  on  a  liberal  t«alo,  it  is  patronised  by  the  highebt 
cUsses  of  society  in  Holland.  It  is  also  much  frequented  by  fingli>h  Travellers  1br  the  com- 
lort  and  flrbt-rate  acoommodation  it  affords,  as  well  as  fur  ihe  invariable  civility  shown  to 
visitors.  Cold  and  warm  baths  may  be  had  at  any  hour.— Carriages  for  hire.— 'X  able  d'Hdte 
at  half-past  4,  or  dinner  k  la  carte. 

BALE. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  T^TB  D'OR,  Mb.  H.  Wibdbrkehr,  Proprietor.— 
This  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  delightfully  situated  Hotels  in  Bale.  All  the 
windows,  being  in  front,  command  magnificent  views  ot  the  Rhine:  it  is  also  capable  of 
affording  excellent  accommodation  for  Families  and  single  Travellers.  French,  English,  and 
ijenuAt)  spolcen.  Omnibus  to  and  from  each  Train.  The  Cuitine  first-rate,  and  Wines  of 
superior  quality. 

BERLIN. 
HOTEL    D'ANGLETEKKE, 

2,  FLACB  AH  DEB  BAUACABEXIS,  2. 

SITUATED  127  THE  FIKKBT  AND  MOBT  ELtSGANT  PABT  OF   THE  T0W17, 
next  to  the  Boyal  Palaces,  Jifuseums,  and  Theatres. 

Sinslo  travellers  and  large  families  can  be  accommodated  with  entire  suites  of  Apartments, 
co^^i^tinff  of  splendid  Saloons,  airy  Bedroom^  &&.  all  furiiiahed  and  carpeted  in  the  b<»t 
luigUkh  style.  HrsUrate  Table  d'Hdte,  Baths,  ISquipages,  Guides.  Times  and  UaUgiiani'tf 
Messenger  talcen  in.    Kcsidenee  of  Her  Brittsfa  M«|}<»iy's  Messetigrrs. 

,  S,  STKBKTiTBT,  Propzietor. 
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HEIDELBERG. 

HOTEL  ADIiER, 

IN  THE  GRANDE  PLAC^  NEAR  TO  AND  OPPOSITE  ITIE  CASTLE,  WITH  A 

SPLKNDID  VIEW  OF  IT. 

This  House,  directed  by  the  Proprietor,  Mr.  LEHR,  bimbelf,  is  well  known  Tor  ita  comfort  and 

moderate  chai^ee. 


HOMBOURQ. 

HOTEL  VICTORIA,  close  to  the  Springs  and  the  Kiirsaal,  is  one  of 
tte  fliieat  aud  best  cituAted  Botdii.  The  Proprtetor.  M.  OUSTAVE  WEIGANA.  who  hm  been  for 
nuuiT  jetn  in  tlnt^;UuB  Hutola  iii  Luiulun,  oflen  to  Bngliah  tmvollen  a  ((ood  honae,  with  every  comfort. 
Excellent  Tuble-d'h&te  uid  good  Wines,  at  moderate  chartfea.  Spongo  Baths.  N.B.  —  .\]1  kinds  of  Wines 
are  expoiteil  to  any  part  of  Kngland,  particalarly  fah  excellent  SparkHtig  Wines  qiioe  aud  dry,  which  are 
iwusalyprepared  for  Kngiand),  called  YictoriA  Sparidinf  Moselle  and  Hbdc. 


ex 


CALAIS. 


mim  HOTEL  DESSEIN, 

KSOWN  FOK  UPWARDS  OF  A  (JENTUEY  AS  FIBST-BATE. 

BRUSSELS. 

The  Establishment  of  Mdlles.  0.  DE  VKRQNIES  ET  SfEURS,  Buccpsaors  of  Mr.  VAX- 
DRVKELEX-BKESSON,  No.  248  and  1,  Rue  de3  Murquis,  dotte  to  the  Cathedral  uf  St. 
Gucble.  ie  very  strongly  recommended. 


GENEVE. 

Hotel  Beau  Biyage  et  Angleterre. 

Kept  by  Messrs.  MAYER  and  KUNZ. 


TIIS  splendid  EstablishineDt,  just  contitructed  on  a  grand  Scale,  has  the  advan- 
tage of  being 

THE  MOST  PLEASAHTLY  SITTTATEB  HOTEL  Iff  GENEVA, 

ON  THE  QUA!  DU  MONT  BLANC, 

Near  the  English  Churrh,  the  Steamboat  Landing,  and  the  Railway  Station, 
surrounded  by  the  Jardin  des  Alps  and  dehghtful  Promenades. 

It  contains  130  well-rumished  Bed  and  Sitting  Rooms  in  every  variety,  and  has 
15  Balconies;  from  its  delightful  Terraces,  and  from  each  Window  of  the  Hotel, 
Mont  Blanc,  the  Lake,  the  new  Bhdge,  and  the  Town  can  be  seen  in  their  iiilkst 
extent. 

J7ie  CJuirrjes  are  Moderate,  and  a  reduced  price  for  a  protracted  stay. 

PensioiL  in  the  Winter  Months. 
Omnibus  to  aud  from  the  Station  for  every  Titiin. 

Tahle-d'Hote  1,  5,  axd  8  o'clock. 
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DARMSTADT. 

HOTEL  DE  DARMSTADT. 

Proprietor- Mb.  L.  WEINEE. 

FIRST-CLASS  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  FAMILIES  AND  TOURISTS. 
RKCOMMENDABLK  IN  ALL  RESPECTS. 


LAUSANNE. 


HOTEL  BIGHE   MONT. 

KEPT  BY  F.  BITTER. 

IRITIS  first-class  House,  surrounded  by  a  large  garden,  is  a 
branch  of  the  UOTEL  GIBBON,  and  in  ihe  wry  best  situation  in  Luusaniie,  eijoying 
the  flnt'bt  view  oftlie  Alps  and  the  Lake  in  its  fullest  extent  This  highly  recomneiided 
Kitablisbnient  in  every  respect  omnhines  «aperior  accomDiodation  with  moderate  prices. 
Reduced  charges  for  protracted  visits,  aiidpensum  daring  the  winter  season. 


NEAR   TO    LAUSANNE. 

HOTEL    BEAU   RIVAGE. 

SITUATED  IN  ONE   OF  THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  SPOTS  OF 

THE  LAKE  OF  GENEVA. 

LUCERNE. 

SWAX  HOTEL.— This  Hotel,  in  tlie  very  best  situation, 
eigoys  a  high  character.  Mr.  H^'FELI,  the  Proprietor,  has  made  in  the  later  ytars 
a  Rreai  oiAuy  improvt-mentf,  and  does  his  possible  to  olTer  to  his  visitors  a  comArtible 
home.  An  elegant  ucw  Ladles'  Drawing-room,  besides  a  Reading-room  and  SmokJugroom. 
By  a  week's  Kujuum,  peniion  arningemvnts. 


MAYENCE. 

HOTEL  DE  HOLLANDS  —  FERD.  BUDINGEN,  Proprietor  — 
oiiiM«it«  the  L»ndin|;-plaoe  of  the  Rhino  stamiflra,  and  neur  the  BaHwrnv  Station,  ii  moat  idCMUitty 
ulttiAtod,  Aud  li  ooiB  of  tho  bodt  OD  the  Bhlne  for  the  aooonunodAtlon  of  SiigUui  flunlUaa  and  tonrMa.  Mr. 
BI'DINUES,  the  new  Pn>prk-tor,  haa  nowly  fUruiabed  tho  Hotel  thrungbout,  and  hoped,  br  nnramititt^ 
attfniion  aiMl  modenUr  urfajes  to  merit  the  patnuui^fe  itf  Bitgliah  travallen.  Mr.  BUDlHOSSi  exportiitbe 
boat  libios  and  Moaelle  WitMA  to  Kngland 


MENTON. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  MfiDITERRANiSE.— Avenue  Victor  Emmanuel.- 
Tills  New  Mid  flnt-mte  Hotel  i«  flitOAted  fnll  Soath,  with  view  of  the  Sea.  ftenllieii  will  Uttd  H% 
miMt  dedmble  resfatenoe  for  its  cum£>rt  and  cleanlineaa.  "  Sainn  de  Oonveraatioo."  Beudiug-rouiu.  wif^ 
Eii?ll<«b  a.iid  Forpinr*!  papon.  The  Servanta  speak  Eoifliflh  and  other  lauyaages.  N3.— Ilie  EngUiu 
Cliurch  is  in  tlw  ganien. 


IVIENTON. 
GRAND   HOTEL   D'ANGLETERRE. 

Pbopbietob— Hb.  J.  ISNARD. 

SITUATED  FULL  SOOTH,  WITH  FINE  VIEW  OF  THE  SEA. 
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LYONS. 

HOTEL    DE    L'UNIVERS, 

At  fifty  yards  from  the  Sailway  Statioii  of  Ferraohe. 
{Entrfince  on  the  Cow  Napoleon.) 

T*HE  Proprietor,  having  been  honoured  with  the  patronage 

-^  of  English  families  for  many  years,  respectfully  assures  them  the  Hotel  will 
continue  in  »uch  a  manner  as  to  deserve  their  satis&ction.  Spacious  and  comfort- 
able bed-rooms  and  drawing-rooms.  English  Newspapers  dally.  English,  German, 
and  Italian  spoken  by  the  Landlady  and  attendants.  English  Circular  and  Bank 
Notes  exchanged. 

ANTWERP. 

HOTEL  DE  HOLLANDE  (Schroeder) 

Recommends  itself  to  the  notice  of  English  TravcUera  who  visit  Antwerp,  from  its  oom> 
fiiftable  apartments  and  moderate  prices.  Knglish  spoken.  The  Hotel  Is  ^tuated  close  to 
the  Port,  the  UndJng-place  of  the  Sieamen>,  and  the  Ball  way  Station  for  Gben^and  Ostend. 

ATHENS. 

h6tel  des  j^tranqers, 

Hear  the  Soyal  Falaoe. 

In  the  most  dellghtriil  situation,  opposite  the  Royal  Gardens,  near  the  Palace.  The  best  Hotel 
in  Athens.    Moderate  prices ;  good  attendance.    All  languages  spoken. 

THUN  (Switzerland). 

hOtel  de^ei^levue. 

npHIS  old  and  celebrated  Establishment  is  situated  in 

-*-  the  midst  of  a  magnificent  Park,  suiTounded  by  most  picturesque  glaciers 
and  mountains,  at  the  foot  of  which  extends  the  beautiful  lake  of  Thoune. 
The  Park  contains  the  English  Chapel,  as  well  as  Reading  and  Billiard  Kooms,  and 
several  Chftlets.  Families  who  desire  to  msike  a  lengthened  stay  at  Bellevue  will 
find  thei-e  every  comfort  belonging  to  a  fiivt-class  establishment.  The  Steamer 
which  rims  between  Thun  and  Newhaus  (Interiakeu)  embaiks  and  disembarks  its 
passengers  in  front  of  the  Hotel. 


LUXEMBOURG. 

h6tel  DE^OLOGNE. 

Proprietor,  MrJVURTH  FENDIUS. 

npHIS  Hotel  is  of  the  first  class,  and  is  situated  in  the 

^     centre  of  the  town.    The  acoommodation  is  both  oohmodious  and  (X>m« 
FORTAULE,  and  the  prices  on  the  most  moderate  scale. 

Excellent  Cuisine  and  fine  Wines.    Private  Carriages  belonging  to  the  Hotel.   Ad 
Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  at  the  Station  for  the  arrlTal  of  all  Trains. 
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MENTONE. 


HOTEL  GRANDE  BRETAGNE. 

F.  M.  DAZIANO,  Proprietor. 
100   BED-EOOMS,    15   SITTING-KOOMS. 

GOOD  ACOOUKODATIOH. 

Beautifal  and  good  Establishment,  situated  in  the  finest 

part  of  the  Bay. 

HIGHLY   RECOMMENDED   BY  ENGLISH   VISITORS. 

ENGLISH  CJOMFORT  AND  ATTENDANCE. 

Modexato  Charges. 
MR.  AND  MRS.  DAZIANO  SPEAK  ENGLISH. 

FUBLICATI0K8  of  the  COMMITTEE  of  ARCHITECTURAL 
ANTIQUITIES  of  WESTERN  INDIA. 

EDITED  BY  T.  C.  HOPE,  ESQ.,  BOMBAY  CIVIL  SERVICE. 


Now  ready,  with  2  Maps,  120  FbotographF,  and  22  Woodcuts,  4to,  price  Hve  Guineas, ' 

THE  ARCHITECTURE  of  AHMEDABAD,  CAPITAL 

■*•  OF  GOOZERAT.  Photographed  by  Col.  BIGGS,  R.A.,  wllh  an  Historical  and  i)wcrip- 
tive  Sketch  by  T.  C.  HOPE.  Eeq^  Bombay  aril  Service,  and  Architectural  Notes  by 
JAMES  FERGUSSON,  F.R.a 

Also,  Jnst  ready,  folio, 

ARCHITECTURE  of  BEEJAPOOR,  in  the  BOMBAY 

-^^  PRESIDENCY.  Photographed  by  Col.  BIGGS.  R.A..  and  Miijor  LOCH.  Wlih  an 
Historical  Sketch  by  CoL  MEADOWS  TAYLOR,  and  an  Introduction  by  JAMES 
FERGUSSON. 


JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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PARIIi. 


W.  S.  KIEKLAND  &  CO., 

FOREIGN,  LITERARY,  AND  COMMISSION  AGENTS 

{AGENTa^COMMISSIONATRES). 

PABI8::  27,   BUXS    DE    BICHSIiIEU. 
JaONl>01Si    28,  BAIiIBBUBT    BTBEET,    STBAITD. 

— -^Sf>« 


PABIS  EXHIBITION  OF  1867. 

Exbibltors  at  this  Exhibition  may  be  repre* 
sented  by  MessTS.  Kirkland,  who  will  luuler- 
tiike  to  Iceep  patterns,  answer  inqulrtea,  take 
in  letters,  register  orders,  &c  &&,  during  the 
whole  period  the  Exhibition  is  open,  for  a  il.\ed 
sum.  For  full  particulars  apply  either  in- 
I^ndon  or  Paris. 

Special  Agents  for  the  Continent  of  '  The 
Times,' '  Illustrated  London  News,'  and  seve. 
ml  of  the  principal  English  newspapers^  ma- 
gazines, and  periodicals. 

Sabscriptiuns  received  for  all  English,  Ame- 
rican, Colonial,  and  other  Joaraals  published 
throaghout  tho  world. 

Advertisements  inserted  promptly  in  all 
papers.    Contracts  made  for  a  series. 

Tourists  can  subscribe  for  any  short  period 
to  'any  of  the  Kngltsh  oewiiepapers ;  and  hotel- 
keepers,  reading-rooms,  &&  &c.,  during  the 
continuance  of  tbelr  season  only.  Subscrip* 
tluns  can  be  paid  direct  by  PostK>fBce  Order 
on  Paris,  from  any  part  of  France,  Belgium, 
Italy,  and  Switxerland ;  or  in  other  parts  of  the 
Continent,  to  Messrs.  Kirkland's  correspond- 
ents in  any  of  the  principal  towns  and  cities. 

Ciuslant  communication  with  London  (daily 
if  necessary),  ensuring  prompt  execution  of 
all  orders.  Parcels  by  every  mail  from  Mew 
York. 

English  and  American  Books  at  London 
Prices. 

Commissions  executed  for  all  English  and 
French  articles.  Samples,  patterns,  supplied, 
and  all  inquiries  answered. 


EXFOSinOK  DE  PASI8,  1867. 

MM.  les  Exposants  pourront  se  fiiire  repr^ 
sentcr  pendant  toute  la  dur^  de  I'Exposition, 
par  Kirkland  et  Cie.,  qui  se  chargent  pour 
une  somme  fixe  de  tenir  les  ^chantillonsrfour- 
nirles  ren8eignementB,recevoir  les  lettres,etc. 
tS'ndresser  pour  plus  amples  particularity^  soil 
li  la  maison  de  Londres,  ou  &  oelle  de  Paris. 

Agents  sp^iauz  sur  tout  le  Continent  pour 
ie  'nmes,'  1' *IlinstnUed  London  News,'  et 
antres  principauxjoumanx,  revues,  et  perio- 
diques  Anglaio. 

On  revolt  les  abonnemepts  pour  les  Jonmaux 
Anglais,  Amerlcains,  ceux  des  colonies,  et  tous 
les  pajs  du  monde. 

MM.  les  touristes  peuvent  s'abonner  anx 
joumaux  Anglais  pendant  I'^poque  qui  leur 
convlendra,  et  les  proprl^taires  d'bOtels,  salons 
de  lectures,  etc,  pendant^  s'ils  veulent,  leur 
sateoQ  seulement  Ou  pent  s'abonner  dtrecte- 
ment  de  toute  partie  de  France,  Belgique, 
Italle,  ou  Suisse,  par  mandats  de  poste  snr 
Paris,  et  des  autres  pays  par  I'interm^de  des 
correspondants  de  Klriclaud  et  Cie.,  qui  se 
trouveiit  dans  toutes  les  principales  villes  de 
i'Europe.     • 

Livres  Anglais  et  Amerlcains  aux  priz  de 
Loodres. 

Communication  constantc  avec  Tjondres,  ce 
qui  assure  prompte  execution  des  ordres.  Par 
cbaque  malle  on  refoit  des  envois  de  New 
York. 

Commissions  pour  toute  speciality  Anglaise 
bu  Fran^aise.  Ec^anUllons  euvoy^s  et  t<>ule 
iufurmation  snr  dcmande. 


^ 


76  MURRAY'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.  Mai, 

DR.  WM.   SMITH'S 

DICTIONARIES  OF  THE  BIBLE. 


Now  ready,  with  numerous  Illustrations,  3  vols,  medium  8vo.,  5/.  59., 

A  DICTIONARY  OP  THE  BIBLE  FOR  DIVINES 

AND  SCHOLARS:  its  Antiquities,  Biography,  Geography,  and  Natui-al 
History.  By  Various  Writers,  including  the  Archbishop  of  York,  the 
Bisho]«  of  Calcutta,  Ely,  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  Kilialoe,  the  Deans  of 
Canterbury  and  Westminster,  Loitl  Arthur  Hervey,  Professoi-s  Lightfoot, 
Plumptre,  Rawlinson.  Selwyn,  &c.     Edited  by  WM.  SMITH,  LL.D. 

'  Dr.  Wm.  Smtth's  Dictiomabt  of  the  Bible  could  not  fail  to  take  a  very  high  place  In 
English  lUerature ;  for  no  similar  work  in  our  own  or  in  any  other  language  Is  lor  a  moment 
to  be  compared  with  it,'— Quarterly  JUoiew, 

A  CONCISE  BIBLE  DICTIONARY  FOR  FAMILIES 

AND  STUDENTS ;  ooudensed  from  the  above  work.  With  Illustrations. 
One  Volume.     (1050  pp.)     Medium  Svo.     21<.' 

*  This  volume  Is  so  ftill  and  natisfactory  that  did  It  not  app^'ar  as  an  abridgment  It  wonld 
be  accepted  as  a  full  and  complete  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.' — Churchman, 

in. 

A  SMALLER  BIBLE  DICTIONARY  FOR  SCHOOLS 

AND  YOONG  PERSONS.  With  Maps  and  numerous  Woodcuts.  (600  pp.) 
Crown  Svo.     Is.  6rf.  [5/»or^/y. 

This  Edition  has  been  prepared  as  a  companion  volume  to  Dr.  Wm.  Smith '9 
Smaller  Classical  Dictionaries,  which  are  now  used  so  generally  in  all 
Public  and  Private  Schools. 

IV. 

THE  STUDENT'S  MANUAL  OF  SCRIPTURE  HIS- 
TORY.   With  Maps  and  Woodcuts.    Post  Svo.    Is,  6rf.  each.  , 

I.  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  HISTORY:  from  the  Creation  to  the 
Return  op  the  Jews  from  Captivitf.  [^Ready, 

II.  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  HISTORY.     With  an  Introduction  con- 
taining the  Connexion  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.  [Just  ready. 

The  object  of  these  Works  is  to  provide  Text-books  OF  Sgrtptdre  History, 
which,  in  fullness,  accuracy,  and  scholarlike  treatment,  may  take  their  |4ace  by 
the  side  of  the  Stodent's  Histories  of  Greece  and  Rome  now  in  genei-al  uihI 
in  all  the  best  Public  and  Private  Schools. 


JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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LISBON. 


ARTICLES   FROM   MADEIRA. 

A.   C.  RIBfilRO, 

41,   RUA   DO    CORPO    SANTO, 

Under  the  Botd  Central,  Lisbon^ 
Has  on  sale  all  the  Articles  in  which  be  dcaU  at  Funchal,No.lOA,  Rua  da Carreira,  including  — 
Feather  Flowers.  Fancy  Baskets. 


White  Lace  Shawls. 
Black  Silk  Shawls. 
White  D'Oyleys. 
Mats  op  Aloe  Thread. 
Emuhoidery. 

Hair  Chains  and  Bracelets. 
White  Leather  Boots. 
Wax  Fruits. 


Machetes. 

Bracelets    and    Brooches    Silyer 

Mounted,  with  Silver  Charms. 
Red  Pepper. 
Arrowroot. 
Figures  of  the  Peasantry  in  Wood 

and  Baked  CImy. 
Inlaid   Wood  Worksoxes,    Book- 


Wicker  Chairs.  I        STANDS,  &c. 

TIcwii  of  Iff  ndrirn.  fSalde  Books  to  th«  Inland. 


MURRAY'S  HANDBOOK  OF  PORTUGAL. 

Engligfi  Spoken, 


DRESDEN. 


HOTEL    ZUM    KRONPRINZ 

(Crown  Prince  Hotel), 

Proprietor:  Mr.  R.   SCHULZE. 

This  new  and  splendid  first-class  Hotel  is  sitaated  near  the  Theatre,  Biiihlsehe 
ferrasse,  and  all  the  M usees.  Being  one  of  the  lai-gest  and  best  Hotels  in  Germany,  it 
otfers  a  variety  of  acooinmodation.  A  large  number  of  Bedrooms,  numerous  private 
Sitting-rooms,  elegant  Salons  comfortably  furniMhed,  combining  the  best  ofaccom* 
modntion  ft»r  Families  or  Single  Gentlemen,  at  Moderate  Charge.  Table  d'Hote. 
Private  Dinners  at  any  hour.  Advantageous  animgements  made  with  yi&itoi-s 
tor  boaiti  and  residence  during  the  winter. 


NUREMBERG. 


RED    HORSE    HOTEL 

(Hothes  Boss), 

Proprietor:   M.  P.   JAHMBERH. 

This  excellent  old-e^tablishod  Hotel,  situated  in  one  of  the  best  quarters  of  the 
town,  is  well  hd/ipted  for  Tourists  and  Families  making  a  visit  to  Nuieraberg  of  some 
duration,  and  who  will  find  every  conceivable  comfort  and  convenience.  Table  d'Hote 
at  1  P.M.,  and  Private  Dinners  at  all  hours.  Tlie  Establisiiment  will  be  found  wi'll 
worthy  of  the  renown  and  patron-icje  it  has  enjoyed  from  English  titivellci"s  of  the 
highest  rank  during  many  yeais: 
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SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPAETMENT 


or  THB 


^mxmititt  ai  Cmmril  an  ^^Hmnimx, 

SOUTH    KENSINGTON. 


npHE  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 

catioQ  have  passed  the  following  Minute  on  this  subject, 
and  invite  the  attention  of  travellers  and  tourists  to  it.  The 
object  which  the  ^Department  has  in  view  would  be  much 
aided,  if  such  ti-avellers  would  have  the  kindness  to  send 
notes  of  any  remarkable  objects  which  may  not  be  described 
in  'Murray's  Handbook;'  the  notes  being  made  out  in  the 
following  form,  and  sent  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  *  Secre- 
tary, South  Kensington  IMuseum,  London,  W. :'  letters  so 
officially  addressed  may  be  sent  unpaid;  and  printed  forms 
will  be  supplied,  if  written  for. — Form — 1.  Subject;  2.  Lo- 
cality ;  3.  Site  ;  4.  Description ;  5.  Date ;  6.  Condition  ;  7. 
Dimensions  ;  8.  Beference  to  any  fuller  account  published  or 
otherwise. 

At  South  Kensington^  the  first  day  of  Decemher,  1864. 

By  the  Eight  Ho^fouRABLE  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Honourable  Privy  Council  ox  Education. 

Reproduction  of  Examples  of  Architectural  Decoration. 

I.  My  Lords  take  into  oonsideration  what  additional  examples  of  Arclii- 
tectural  Decoration,  as  well  of  British  as  of  Foreign  origin,  it  is  desirable 
should  be  obtained  to  oomplete  the  collections  in  the  South  Kensinotok 
Museum;  and  with  this  view  they  desire  to  have  the  advantage  of  the 
advice  and  suggestions  of  the  Institute  of  British  Architects,  Uie  Archi- 
tectural Museum,  and  the  architectural  profession  generally. 
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II.  The  objects  of  Decorative  Art  especially  referred  to  are : — 

a,  OrDamental  Sculpture  in  Marble,  Stone,  or  Wood.. 

h.  Wall  Decorations  in  Painting,  Mosaic,  &c. 

c.  Hammered  and  Chased  Metal-work. 

c2.  Ornamental  Pavements  in  Mosaic,  Encaustic  Tiles,  &c. 

e.  Examples  of  Stained  Glass. 

m.  It  is  desirable  that  the  objects  should  be  the  finest  specimens  of 
their  class,  complete  in  themselves,  and  not  too  large  for  exhibition ;  and, 
by  way  of  illustration,  it  may  be  stated  that  casts  have  been  obtained  of 
Archbishop  Grey's  Tomb  from  York  Cathedral,  the  Priors*  Gateway  in  tho 
Cloisters  of  Norwich  Cathedral,  the  Singing  Galler>  in  Exeter  Cathedral, 
the  Pulpit  of  Giovanni  Pisano  from  the  Baptistery  at  Pisa,  tlie  Ghiberti 
Bronze  Gates  at  Florence,  and  the  like. 

IV.  The  finest  typical  works  in  Stained  Glass  and  Mosaics  might  possibly 
be  reproduced  in  materials  like  tho  original,  and  the  same  observation 
applies  to  Hammered  Iron- work.  Other  reproductions  may  be  obtained  by 
means  of  Casting,  Electrotyping,'and  large  copies  by  Painting  and  otherwise. 

Y.  In  respect  to  objects  of  Northern  Mediteval-  and  Renaissance  Art,  iu 
which  the  varieties  of  style  are  very  numerous,  it  would  be  desirable  to  form 
in  the  fii'st  instance  a  list  of  a  few  of  the  finest  examples  which  illustrato 
each  epoch  of  the  Art  and  each  class  of  Art.  And  in  the  formation  of  such 
a  list,  the  experience  of  the  different  Architectural  Societies  and  Architee-ts 
would  be  of  the  highest  utility. 

VI.  Besides  making  a  collection  of  such  reproductions  as  proposed,  to  be 
exhibited  in  the  Museum,  My  Lords  will  cause  to  be  compiled  general  Art 
Inventories,  briefly  ncuning  the  most  remarkable  objects  which  are  known 
to  exist,  and  showing  the  locality  and  site  where  they  may  be  seen  and 
studied.  Photographs  may  be  added  oocasionally  to  illustrate  these  inven- 
tories. 

VII.  These  inventories  mil  be  kept  in  type  to  admit  of  revisions  and 
additions,  and  only  a  few  copies  will  be  printed  from  time  to  time.  Copies 
wiU  be  sent  to  the  Architectural  Societies,  and  to  any  Architects  who  may 
apply,  and  be  willing  to  oonti-ibute  notices  i:i  aid  of  tlieir  completion. 

By  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 

HENRY  COIiE,  Secretary. 
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